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ONE DOLLAR 


OREGON RARE II SUIT FILED 


A major controversy in the envi- 
ronmental. community for the last 
A years has been whether or not to 
sue the Forest Service to stop des- 
I ria l i re act i mints in roadless areas 
on the basis of the in.ad.eyuacy of 
the HARK II environmental impact 
statement. The moderate political 
rliipie that lias dominated straleyy 
for the en ei ron mental movement 
for the last decade has vehemently 
opposed RARE 1 1 suits claim/iny 
that they would lead to a backlash 
from the timber industry and to 
Conyri'ssional action ayainst wil- 
derness. None of this has material- 
ized but the roadless areas continue 
to disapjwar as the Forest Service 
assaults them with saw and ’dozer. 
The state most beseiyed by the 
chainsaw mentality of the Freddies 
is Oreyon. Finally , a group in Ore- 
yon has found the courage to taken 
strony stand. The follxrwiny is a 
n'port from the Oreyon Natural 
Resources Council on their state- 
wide RARE II lawsuit. We u rye you 
to read it carefully. Earth First! is 
continniny preparatitms for a 
national RARE II lawsuit that will 
be heavily dependent on the ( Iregon 
lawsuit. 

On Tuesday, December Id, 19,33 
l he Oregon Natural' Resources 
( 'ouncil (ON R(') Hied suit in federal 
court to slop the Forest Service from 
conducting activities which would 
diminish tin* wilderness character 
ofan.v RARE Il-inventoried roadless 
area in Oregon. Conservationists 
want roadbuildingand timber sales 
projects prohibited until an ade- 
quate (legal) wilderness review is 
completed or until Congress helps 
resolve the issue with a statewide 
forest Wilderness bill. 

The ONRC Board of Directors 
made this decision after thorough 
and careful consideration of the 
overwhelming evidence of irrever- 
sible damage occurring to these 
areas, and the potential inability of 
Congress to reach a legislative 
solution in the near future. 

After another year of work on the 

< Iregon Forest Wilderness hill, Con- 
gress recessed on November 18th 
without passing legislation. The 
second session doesn’t convene 
until .January 23rd, more than (50 
days later. Many conservation 
leaders believe that if Congress 
cannot complete its action on the 

< Iregon Forest Wilderness bill before 
the end of March, no legislation will 
be passed until after the general 
election in November 1984. 

Unfortunately, the Forest Service 
has not recessed. It continues to 
build roads and sell timber in the 
roadless areas before Congress is 
able to act. In essence, Congress by 
its inaction is allowing the Forest 


Service to legislate by chainsaw. 
Although ONRC has twice gone to 
court to stop site-specific projects 
(with Earth First! on the Bald 
Mountain Road in the proposed 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Additions 
and with the Sierra Club on the 



1‘vrarnid timber sale in the Middle 
Santiam Wilderness proposal), it is 
now time to halt this continuing 
w holesale erosion of Oregon’s Wil- 
derness heritage. 

I. HISTORY: 

April 15, 1979-December 13, 1983 

Since 1978, ( iregon conservation- 
ists. sportsmen, Indian Nations, 
commercial fishermen, outdoor 
recreationists and others have 
wrestled with a two-fold dilemma 
concerning de facto wilderness pit. 
our public forestlands. ( in the posi- 
tive sides they have participated -in 
a process which has finally resulted 
in a statewide Wilderness bill, 
passed by the' House of Represen- . 
lathes in March '1983’. Oil the nega- 
tive side, that bill, which would 
classify about 1.2 million acres 'as 
Wilderness, contains little more than 
a third of the acreage (3 1 million 
acre's) that ( )NRC wants elesignafeel. 
(Note: Out of a total of 31 million 
acres of forest in Oregon, about 4.5 
million acres remain as undisturbed 
but unprotected watershedseligible 
for Wileie'rness designation. The 
RARE II inventory included abend 
3.0 million of these 4.5 million acres. 
Earth First! has proposes! wilder- 
lte'ss designation for 7 milliem 
national forest ae res in Ore'gem.) J? 

A Flawed Process 
RARE II (the Forest Service’s en 

mmetn/i ottorrent to e.omnlntn « 


Inectearcuts havenz invaded every forested valley in Oreyon yet, but they are coming over the ridges. The lawsuit 
by the Oregon Natural Resources Council is intended to stop the spread of this forest mange. Photo by Pat Harris 


Noyes. 
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Wilderness 


bee-ame one e>f cemservationists’ « 
most infamous headaches, a night- 
mare preicess which re'affirmed v 
e'vei-y ceinceivable fear helel by C* 
public interest greiups abeiut the JR 
Forest Service. Ameing its many § 
serieius liabilities, the 1977-79 RARE *| 

ft nmpocc foilnJ In i r-» e mn t/\n; one) 'hi 


II preicess failed to inventory and 
consider all qualifying reiadless 
lanels. The Feirest Service inven- 
teirieei 3 milliem acres eif eligible de 
factei wilderness lands. Conserva- 
tionists inventoried abeiut 4.5 
million acres of eligible wildlands, 
including about a half-milliem acres 
managed by the National Park Ser- 
vice, Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Bureau of Land Management. The 
Forest Service “eiverleieiked” 
approximately 1 milliemhcres of its 
own qualifying roadless and un- 


green stuff, lettuce, maztimn. jack, 
speindulics, simoleeins. shekels, fil- 
thy lucre. MONEY. 

We need it. We need it badly. The 
wilderness needs it. Forest Service 
bulldozers and chainsaws are 

Jw poised to rip the guts out of some of 

Spthe finest wildlands on this con- 
tinent this summer. The only way 
to stop them is with a national 
RARE II lawsuit. But it will take a 
few grand even with pro bono legal 
help. 

Wt It’ll be the best damned money 
you ever spend. 

Jw Send us what you can today: 

Si Earth First! National Forest Oam- 
paign, 230 W 7th Ave., Chico, CA 

Viflf nenoe i mi t\/\ 


own quainying roadless and un- : r; 

developed lands. Of the lands they 9592b. Ifyou can send $100 or more 


did consider, in an extremely flawed 
and biased process, the Forest Ser- 
vice recommended a little over 
400,000 acres, most of which is high- 
elevation, non-commercial forest- 
land. 

continued on py 4 


and you would like to receive a tax ’ 
deduction for it, send it to the Earth * 
First! Foundation, POB (520(5, Santa , 
Fe, NM 87501, with a note that it is ! 
for the RARE II lawsuit. j 

The spruce and the bristlecone, ( 
the griz and the coatimundi will , 
f hank voir _ _ _ _ _ _ t 


rocks at 1 1 ,000 feet , I reach into t he 
cold, thirsty dawn and grab for my 
water bottle: it is frozen solid. I sit 
up, grab my camera - carefully 
placed the night before next to my 
now-useless water bottle — and 
begin shooting 3(50 degrees of 
mountains, clouds and sky, without 
moving from my tiny sanctuary of 
polarguard warmth. Hands finally 
frozen, I set my camera down, and 
as the early September sun rises 
above the Beaverhead range to the 
east, drenching these Lemhis in 
yellow and amber curtains of light, 
my waking brain begins to absorb 
this incomprehensibly awesome 
panorama of Idaho - the wilderness 
state. 

Idaho’s national forests constitute 
the largest complex of wild country 
in the lower 48 states. In addition 
to 3,8(58,259 acres of designated 
wilderness such as the River of No 
Return (at 2,237,000 acres, the 
largest Wilderness in the lower 48 
states), Selwav-Bittermot, Saw- 


tooth, Gospel Hump and Hell s 
Canyon, Idaho has over 8 million 
aeres of unprotected de-facto wil- 
derness in its national forests - by 
far more than any state outside of 
Alaska. 

If the L’.S. Forest Service, tin 
Idaho Congressional Delegation, 
and loggers and miners Have their 
way, much of this wilderness will 
be lost during the next decade. Here 
is where conservationists must 
make a final and uncompromising 
stand in defense of ecological 
diversity. Idaho is a microcosm of 
the national forest system: here is 
both a history of abuse and steward- 
ship: here is everything that is 
wrong with the way our society 
treats the Earth: and here is every- 
thing that is right with the concept 
of public lands. 

continued on py (>' 
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Around the Campfire 



I ran hoarthe grumbling out there 
even as 1 write, this: "Where's my 
goddamned Briyid Earth First!'? It 
shmilda been here the first of 
February. What have those turkeys 
done now that it's so late?" 

Well, mi friends, even Earth 
-f-irstlers need the tonic of the wil- 
derness now and then. Several of 
us made our annual winter pil- 
grimage to the Lower Canyons of 
the Rio Grande over Xew Year's. 
That's why this issue is late. The 
Foster issue will no doubt he later. 




loo. due to the Road Show. But you 
don't want us to be too efficient - 
we might end it]) like the Sierra 
(lull. 

Speaking of wilderness - the EF! 
subscription campaign is doing very 
well. If we keep this up, we will 
double our. subscription list by Nov- 
ember And it is speaking of wil- 


derness because of the great prizes 
offered: 1 ) a ten-day float trip down 
the Lower Canyons with Mitch 
Wyss’s Kingfisher Float Trips; 2) a 
week-long backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions; or .5) three days for 


two in the Oregon wilderness with 
Chant Thomas’ Siskiyou Llama 
Expeditions. Get your friends to 
subscribe and win a memorable trip 
in the wilderness of North America 
with one of the best professional 
outfitters in the world. 

( )ur campaign t< i save our national 
forests from the US Forest Service 
continues. Howie Wolke is compil- 
ing data to aid in our national RARE 
11 lawsuit and, at this writing, he 
has als< i located at t orneys to handle 
thesuit. We still nerd money. Please 
send us some of that long, green 
stuff to save that tall, green stuff. 
The only thing standing between 
our national RARE II lawsuit and 
stopping the Forest Service in their 
t racks of developing roadless areas 
t his summer is the money to file the 
suit. See our pica -on the front page. 
Thanks to all of you who responded 
previously! 

We have some good stuff this 
issue, but I'll let you discover it for 



is due to arrive here in Chico 
tonight and we ll be leaving in a 
couple of days on the Road Show. 
And 1 need to get this doggoned 
thing pasted-up. 

Nancy Morton and other friends 
aregoingtoget stuck with finishing 
this issue off as I cruise away on the 
Road Show and that gives me an 
.opportunity to thank all the fine 
Earth Firstlers who help put this 
rag out. Thanks, friends! 

- DF 

We have finally filled all the back 
orders for autographed Ed Abbey 
books. If you had ordered one and 
haven't received it. please let me 
know! If you have any complaints 
about merchandise you've ordered, 
just drop me a note and I'll take- 
care of it. Remember, we're all 
volunteers doing the Earth First! 
merchandising in our spare time. 
We appreciate your patience. 

— Nancy Morton 
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Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 

I tear Forth First! 

I agree with “Helena, Montana” 
t EF! Dee. 22. 1983 pg 3) on not 
calling Forest Service staff "Fred- 
dies" and disagree with the editor’s 
note in defense of it even though I 
feel im first impulse .like "beating 
the anti-environmentalist bastards 
to a pulp!" 

But i am convinced that we must 
perform like professionals. We 
should treat our enemies with 
respect just as we wish to be treated 
with respect. That means we should 
not use bad language or we will lose 
the respect and support of the 

Page 2 EARTH FIRST! 


people we are trying to win over to 
our environmental movement. We 
should be firm, zealous, determined, 
even fierce in fighting for conser- 
vation of our environment. But 
when we insist on name-calling and 
insults, we becomecounter-produc- 
tive. We lose friends. When we use 
logic and common sense even our 
enemies cannot help but admire us. 
We can win over our enemies and 
make them our friends. 

I would like us to be like a com- 
bination of two organizations I 
admire and respect and do get 
things done — The Environmental 
Defense Fund which uses experts 
to enforce the law; and Greenpeace 
which uses idealists to practice non- 
violent opposition. We need a little 
less "human nature” and a little 
more common sense, please. 

- El Paso, Texas 

(Eil note: The environmental move- 
ment has used good manners for 
decades and the environment has 
steadily been degraded. That 
approach has not worked and that 

February 2, 1984 


yourself. John Seed from Australia 


is the basic reason for Earth First!. 
We are not the entire environmental 
movement. We are not trying to 
win over our enemies. That’s the 
job of the Sierra Club and other 
esta hi ishmenl groups. Earth First! 
is composed of people who are tired 
of selling out, who are tired of being 
nice, who are going to call a spade 
a spade and let the chips .fall where 
they may. For myself, when I 
worked for The Wilderness Society, 
my enemies in the Forest Service, 
timber industry, mining industry, 
oil and yas industry, livestock in- 
dustry, etc., etc., admired, me. They 
liked me. Because I was losing 
and they were winning. No more. 
Now, I’m a mean sonofabitch and 
proud of it. And I want them to 
know that.) 

And more power to you! 

— The TypcsetUr 

Dear Editor, 

Since the first days of this fine 
group of folks known as Earth First!, 
we’ve invested much of our energy 
and a lot of space in the newsletter 
arguing about how far is “too far." 
The pranks? The non-violent public 
civil disobedience? The covert 
creative destruction of machines 
and private property? 

Well, I’m tired of talking com- 
promise. We call the Earth our 
Mother, hut how many of us really 
know what that means? If your 
Mother is* being attacked by bad- 
smelling rapists, you don’t sit 
around and wonder how your 
actions will affect the public, you 
don’t enroll in a non-violence 
seminar, you don’t even ask if your 
defense will be in vain. None of that 
matters. You defend her any way 


you can, even to the point of 
attacking back. 

I have a piece of Mother Earth 
that is sacred to me. It’s not very 
big, not nearly as large as some 
others’ Sacred Land, but my strong, 
basic beliefs regarding God and 
Nature and my dignity as a living 
being are tied up in that piece of 
land, and if my Sacred Ground is 
breached I will no longer be able to 
respect myself as a creative entity 
who has a place and is - qual in 
nobility to the coyote, nigiffaawk, 
redwood and stone. 

Therefore: If anyone harms my 
Sacred Ground, I will do everything 
in my power to stop them. In 
practice, this means I’m going to 
shoot any sonofabitch who touches 
my ground with a machine. I don’t 
care if they’re oil company execu- 
tives, lawyers, politicians, Forest 
Service lackeys, surveyors, bull- 
dozer operators, kings or pawns. 
Any person who messes with my 
ground gets his or her crotch blown 
into the creek. 

The rationale for this is that you 
can’t have progress without 
insurance and it’s difficult to insure 
employees who are being made 
dead. However, the rationale is 
unimportant. When my family is 
threatened I will defend it regard- 
less of laws, public relations, or 
the ultimate doom of the defense. 

If your land is under attack, I’ll 
sign petitions, write Congressmen, 
stand in front of a bulldozer, or 
cripple that bulldozerin the dead of 
night. I’ll take part in the funny 
pranks and use a cute alias in my 
writings. But if my land is under 
attack, I will attack back. 

— Idaho 
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Dear EF! 

Hope y’all will excuse my tardi- 
ness in writing; I just got my first 
issue, the Samhain edition of Earth 
First! After reading the conver- 
sation with Scrabble, figured I’d 
take up the offer from Raccoon 
Pryor, “Let us debate and have 
differences, but always remember 
I hat we are friends and comrades.” 

First off, let me have a friendly 
debate with this guy Mike Roselle. 
Now as I understand Earth First!, 
thi> people recognize they ain’t no 
better than the coyote or the mule 
deer. So how come Roselle can say 
the “primates began their evolu- 
tionary journey that culminated in 
the human species"? We all know 
this Darwin business is like a real 
long line, got no beginning, got no 
end. Mat ter of fact, what it has got 
is a whole bunch of little squiggles. 
And we and the coyotes and the 
rainforests is just burps on the line. 
Hwe (ieorge wrote a book, In the 
Drsrrls ill' This Earth, where lie 
says, "We human beings are the 
temporary end product ...’’Later he 
shows how ”... it was neither utili- 
tarian nor probable for plants and 
animals to move out onto land.” 
See, we’re just a squiggle. lie’s got 
all awful good argument I hat shows 
how we’re evolvin’ real naturally 
bv tearing out the rainforests and 
shoutin' flurocarbons and stuff in 
the air. All this causes the atmos- 
phere to grow thin and us to all get 
cancer. Hut that’s part ol'the natural 
scheme of things ’cause we ain't 
even s ’posed to he here. Eventually, 
we’ll kill ourselves and all the other 
landlubbers off, or else by our 
farming and grazing return till' 
Earl h to its "natural” state, that of a 
desert, and drive us all back into 
the sea. Least that way we won't 
have to light for a spot on the bus 
with 20 billion other ant hros, ’cause 
our poor little planet just won't 
stand for it. That should be some 
relief to reader Terra (liven. 

And another thing: Seems to be 
we are all comrades but maybe we 
don't always agree. Personally. 1 
applauded the tips in "Sleaze from 
the Slickrock" and what happened 
up in the Snowy Range in Wyoming. 
We gotta light on all fronts, legal 
and illegal. So maybe you can't 
support our monkeywrenchin'. but 
don't make it sound like standing in 
front of bulldozers is going to do it. 
All our efforts is what'll win the 
war. Like Tuntlia DeDanan said. 
Earth First ’ought n’t be "advocating 
violence or non-violence,” but 
should instead be a place we can 
discuss tactics and actions of all 
kinds. 

That’s my two bits worth, so till 
the demise ol'the industro-military 
state, 

1 — Tiirtiuoise Jack 


Dear EF! 

Here’s 5 bucks to show my appre- 
ciation (wish it could be more). I 
was very depressed to hear of Ex- 
xon’s drilling project in SE Utah’s 
La Sal Mountains. It’s funny how 
you never hear about many of these 
things until it’s too late. But that’s 
Utah for ya. Senators Jake Gam 
and Orrin Hatch will kiss anybody’s 
ass for the right price. 

- Salt Lake City 

Dear EF! 

A friend and fellow wilderness 
hiker (who prefers to remain anon- 
ymous) sent me a copy of your 
paper. The mainstream environ- 
mentalist literature I get doesn’t 
even mention some of the problems 
you cover. Actually, the assaults on 
Mother Earth are so overwhelming 
that I don’t really need to hear 
anymore - 1 avoid the news and 
newspapers because the stupidity 
of our race as a whole is often 
completely maddening. 

On the other hand, it’s nice to 
have a source of information about 
t he cutting edge of the struggle and 
about things that even little ol’ me 
might be able to do - even if it’s 
only to send you some money so 
you can keep up the good work. I 
even want a T-shirt, which might 
be good for starting conversations 
with people I run into in the woods 
(or in town, but I don’t walk around 
here much because the air stinks). 
Also, I promise to leave the news- 
paper lying around work. I’m not a 
redneck, but I am pissed off. Can I 
still join? 

— Colorado Springs 

Dear EF! 

Hot damn! I sure am glad there 
are other humanoids who look at 
the situation much as I do. Please 
send me a copy of your. Journal and 
any other info regarding your 
organization. 

— Coulterril/e. CA 

Howdy! 

•lust a note to say thanks for being 
so patient. Actually I was starting 
to worry — every time someone 
came to the door I was afraid it was 
Igor. After you call him back, you 
can renew my subscription and use 
what’s left over to survive. Keep up 
the good work - you're an inspir- 
ation to us all! 

- Wyoming 

(Ed. note: Keep Igor away from 
your door. Be sure to resubscribe 
in a timely fashion so we don’t have 
to let li im out gfh is cage to go shake 
you down, for ten bucks!) 


Dear colleagues of the true Earth 
Science, 

Just received the YULE Edition 
of EF! on the anthropocentric New 
Year’s Eve (New Year’s Day should 
become the winter solstice!). As 
others have also noted, the EF! 
newsletter is the most informative, 
conscious (compared to t he uncon- 
scious Sierra Club circular) and 
thought-stimulating piece of 
printed material in existence. 

At the U. of Nevada, Reno, we 
have one of the illicit (de)forestry 
schools, as perfectly described in 
Howie’s article on page 4, which 
pumps young, unquestioning minds 
full of deForest Servants crap. As 
an undergraduate student in Soil 
Science, 1 was required to take a 
“Range, Wildlife and Forestry” 
(a.k.a. deRanged, Wildlivestock, and 
dcForestry) intro course and have 
never sat in on a more disgusting 
series of lectures (indoctrinations). 
1 questioned the lecturer’s propa- 
ganda, but received anthropic- 
economic answers every time. The 
majority of these students are our 
future “resource managers” - a.k.a, 
sellers. 

While classroom confrontation 
may induce questioning thoughts 
in some, a more useful approach 
would be to photocopy Howie’s 
article — no one has said it more 
succinctly - and both distribute it 
(handout and posting) and discuss 
its meaning with any of these 
students who will listen. Those 
entrenched in the U.S.F.S. dogma 
will not allow themselves to be 
enlightened, but those who have 
not yet allowed their minds to be 
shut may be awakened to reality. 
The University campuses are as 
much a site of confrontation as is 
any Freddie office, Damn, or 3- 
dimensional volume of earth’s 
biosphere. 

Keep up the great work — our 
movement has the support of the 
earth behind it! 

A Soil Hugger 

Companeros: 

Notice the odor of burning wood? 
I’ve been thinking: Hey! Why not - 
recruit Janies Watt for Earth First!? 
Now, right now, might be the ideal 
time. Think how pissed, disconso- 
late, shaken and embittered he 
must be these days. (He’s a great 
fund-raiser - and a wit!) 

- Ed Abbey 
Wolf Hole, AZ 


Dear Earth First! 

Okay, okay! You’ve at least semi- 
convinced this confirmed skeptic 
that you really have something 
worthwhile going. Your Wilderness 
Preserve System proposal is magni- 
ficent! It’s the first specific proposal 
that even comes close to an under- 
standing of what real wilderness is 
all about. There’s no doubt that 
direct action in defense of Mother 
Earth is necessary and justified. The 
Kalmiopsis blockaders and others 
like them have my total admiration 
and respect. I’m working on getting 
myself into a situation where I have 
the freedom for more active parti- 
cipation. (Although my personal 
taste runs more to Hayduke-style 
covert sabotage than to organized 
blockades.) 

-RV 


Dear EF! 

In the Yule Edition of Earth First!, 
Tom Stoddard (“Wilderness and 
Wildlife”) speaks to the need for a 
reprioritization of wilderness, 
wildlife issues to finally give them 
the consideration they deserve, cer- 
tainly an idea whose time has long 
since come. However, when one 
who supports his argument with 
pronouncements about the human 
tendency to “reproduce like flies in 
summer” has himself produced four 
children, his argument becomes 
immediately suspect (unless, of 
course, at least two of those children 
are adopted). Until those who 
preach the need for restraint in 
population and technological 
growth can themselves exercise this 
same restraint, their proposals will 
fall on deaf ears. 

Admittedly, some areas of our 
lives are more difficult to control in 
this regard than others (particularly 
matters concerning livelihood), but 
it would seem that limitation upon 
individual birth rate is not one of 
those areas. The excuse that the 
idea of numerous children may be 
made more acceptable by the fact 
that one’s own children will be 
consciously raised to exercise 
environmentally sound life choices 
is without merit and smacks of 
elitism. Americans of all per- 
suasions (and particularly the 
middle and upper classes) place an 
inordinately heavy demand upon 
the world’s “resources,” our 
affluence and consequent consum- 
erism being far more ecologically 
burdensome than sheer numbers 


alone. Asa result, it seems that our 
responsibility in this regard should 
be all the more seriously considered. 

No one wants to listen to h.\po- 
erisy. It’s time to at least attempt to 
put our lives where our mouths are 
and follow our own advice. Any- 
thing less than this will only place 
the movement in a position of in- 
credibility, certainly a position we 
can ill afford. 

Sail Francisco, < A 

Dear Earth First! 

I had the distinct pleasure to 
travel by canoe down the wild and 
scenic Missouri River in Montana 
last Septemb'-r. In the eight days 
we were on the river, 1 got the 
opportunity to hear about your 
organization from some very 
devoted followers. It’s exciting to 
hear of a group that has finally 
dispensed with the rhetoric and has 
decided to get down to an action 
stance. 

I think in most issues affecting 
our lives these days (i.e., nuc" i 
proliferation, rape of the emir m 
men; and the all-encompassing 
Reagan follies) that it isn’t enough 
to express views verbal!, . Word 
only bounce off the st one-deal f< , : 
running government in the U> I i 
all movements it is tone to u- 
action as proof that w m c tired el 
uncaring government ] mlicies. 

- t alifiriiia 

Dear EF! 

Glad to see EF! is doing something 
about the deceitful, crooked Forest 
Service creeps. They'd lie and steal 
from their own grandmother! In 
1978 I wrote 160 letters on Calif- 
ornia RARE II areas. I was first in 
the state for most letters written. I 
am convinced the whole RARE pro- 
cess is a SCAM! St >rt of a job-creating 
device for the Freddies. They pre- 
tend to want public comments hut 
they go ahead and do what the 
corporations want anyway. En 
closed is my check for $100 to help 
out on the lawsuit. 

- Bay Area 

(Ed note: Thanks for the bucks. HD 
still need more contributions like 
this to pull (iff our national RARE 
II suit and stop the Forest Service 
deforestation program for our 
roadless areas. Send your contri- 
butions to EF! today.) 

Dear Editor! 

“Non-violent direct action" is an 
arm of the Democratic Party! 

— TheMan Who Walks In The Hoods 
(larberville 
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Suit (cont) 

In I !»T5», i he Fort's) Service 
• Iffhirt'tl Ihr nationwide HARK II 
Environmental Imparl Statement 
process complete and derail to sell 
l imlierand Imild roads intode facto 
wilderness areas, Conservationists 
and sportsmen were tempted to sue 
I lie government at that time, be- 
eause the wilderness evaluations 
were so blatantly arbitrary and 
incomplete. It was obvious that 
RARE 11 violated the National 
Environmental Policy Act among 
i it her statutes. But Congress seemed 
to be seriously interested in passing 
legislation, and because this was the 
positive forum conservationists 
desired in order to resolve the issue. 
( )NRC(then the Oregon Wilderness 
Coalition) and its members reluc- 
tantly resisted the legal route and 
spent that summer (and many sub- 
sequent ones) working with staff 
and Members of the Senate and 
House. 

Repeated Delays 

Senator Mark O. Hatfield held two 
.’ic Id hearings in July 1979, in Pen- 
dleton and Salem. After months of 
presenting information, testifying 
and field-checking boundaries. 
Senator Hatfield held a third hearing 
in Washington. D.C. Later that year, 
he introduced and immediately 
passed a 600.000-acre bill through 
the Senate. Not only was the acreage 
shockingly low. but the bill con- 
tained the dreaded "release” 
language (and other special land 
development categories) which 
were unacceptable to national 
env ironmental organizations like 
t he Sierra Club and The Wilderness 
Society. Release language would 
prohibit the government from ever 
again considering roadless areas for 
possible Wilderness classification. 

Meanwhile, back in Oregon, the 
Forest Service and BLM continued 
to eat away at the wilderness base 
with roads and timber sales. 

From then until late 1980, the 
House of Representatives failed to 
act because it was an election year. 
In frustration, Oregon conserva- 
tionists agreed to a bill during the 
"Lame Duck" session (after the 
election, but before the new Con- 
gress ) which was extremely low - 
less than a million acres. It was felt 
that early settlement would provide 
additional legislative opportunities 
as time passed, such as is now 
occurring in Colorado. But this was 
not to happen in a state like Oregon. 

The timber industry, experiencing 
renewed confidence after the 1980 
Reagan election, did not want to 
settle. They decided to wait for the 
new Congress in January 1981. The 
Forest Sen ice continued to inten- 
sify the cutting in roadless areas, 
including trees in proposals con- 
tained in the 1979 Senate-passed 
bill. 

While it created a more difficult 
situation for conservationists in the 
Senate and White House, the elec- 
tion improved matters in the House 
of Representatives. Of significance 
in ( tregon, conservationists played 
a leading role in replacing Repre- 
sentative Robert “Sawdust Bob" 
Duncan with pro-environment 
Congressman Ron Wyden. 

In February 1981, Congressman 
Jim Weaver held three Oregon field 
hearings (Salem, Bend and Medford) 
on the overall forest Wilderness 
issue. In April, he and Congressman 
John Seiberling(D-()H)ofthe House 
Public Lands Subcommittee held 
three more hearings (Corvallis, La 
(inutile and Portland) to take tes- 
timony on site-specific Wilderness 
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proposals. 

1 Hiring t he remainder of 1 98 1 and 
t he entire year of 1982, the powers 
t hut be once again felt that “the time 
wasn't right" for an Oregon forest 
Wilderness bill. Again, -conserva- 
tionists had run into the election 
year "wall." It W'as politically 
impossible to pass Wilderness legis- 
lation near (which seemed to mean 
any time eight months before) an 
election. For two more years the 
Forest Service waged all-out war 
on the roadless areas. Conserva- 
tionists fought back with dozens of 
administrative appeals but without 
the fundamental tool of judicial 
action. The timber sale battles 
became increasingly futile. 

After the 1982 general election, 
ONRC publicly stated that a RARE 
II lawsuit would have to be filed on 
the fourth day of the “Lame Duck” 
session if an Oregon Wilderness bill 
had not been introduced into Con- 
gress. On the third day of Lame 
Duck, Congressmen Les AuCoin, 
Jim Weaver and Ron Wyden intro- 
duced HR 7340, a bill for approxi- 
mately 1.1 million acres. They 
intended the bill to be a compromise 
between conservation (3.4 million 
acres) and timber industry (gener- 
ally zero acres) interests, one that 
might be palatable to Senator Hat- 
field. After clearing the House 
Interior and Insular Affairs Com- 
mittee, the bill failed by a small 
margin to receive the required two- 
thirds majority on the House floor 
under the special rules in effect at 
that time. Consequently the Senate 
never got an opportunity to consider 
it. 

In early 1983, the same Congress- 
men introduced HR 1 149, a version 
of the earlier bill expanded slightly 
to 1.2 million acres. After passing 
the House in March by a near three- 
quarters majority, the Dill was sent 
to the Senate. 

Because a dozen Congressional 
hearings had already been held on 
this issue, Senator Hatfield initially 
decided against field hearings. The 
Senate would act on it directly. April 
came and went, as did May. 

Then Senator Hatfield announced 
he would hold two more field hear- 
ings (Bend and Salem) in July and 
August. Action was scheduled for 
September. Then, a Washington DC 
hearing was scheduled before the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resour- 
ces Committee on Octoi>er 13. 
Mark-up(passage through commit- 
tee) was to occur in two to four 
weeks. Although the Senate did 
once again attempt (unsuccessfully) 
to pass a timber contract relief bill 
in November, it did not introduce 
or pursue the Oregon Forest Wild- 
erness bill. Recess came November 
18. a week before Thanksgiving. 

Maintaining Options 

The lawsuit ONRC has been 
forced to file is intended to protect 
Oregon’s de facto forest wilderness 
until Congress can make a number 
of very important decisions. ONRC 
has strong faith in our Congressmen 
and Senators’ abilities to pass legis- 
lation to protect Oregon’s dimin- 
ishing forested w'ildlands. But until 
that time, it is only logical that the 
resource base not be continually 
eroded. While ONRC hopes that 
Congress will act in 1984, we feel 
that such action must come before 
the end of March or it will not likely 
succeed until after the general elec- 
tion in November. The lawsuit is 
not intended to frustrate that legis- 
lative process, but rather to make 
that process work by maintaining 
necessary options. 
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II. LEGAL INADEQUACIES 

OF RARE II 

US District Court Judge Lawrence 
K. Karlton, who originally found the 
US Forest Service’s second Roadless 
Area Review and Evaluation (pop- 
ularly known as "RARE II”) legally 
flawed, hypothesized in his opinion 
that if the agency were reviewing 
the Grand Canyon for Wilderness, 
it might be rated, “Canyon, with 
river, little vegetation.” 

That lower court decision was 
affirmed by the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. The Forest Service is 
prohibited from destroying the wil 
derness character (by roading, 
logging or other methods) of 47 
areas in California until an adequate 
wilderness review is performed. 
Such a decision is binding precedent 
on the US District Court for Oregon, 
and had been successfully cited in 
the Earth Firstl/ONRC RARE II law- 
suit which stopped the Bald Moun- 
tain Road in the Illinois River 
Country of sou tli west Oregon on the 
Siskiyou National Forest. 

In spite of the California decision, 
as well as similar cases on the Sis- 
kiyou and Colville National Forests 
in Oregon and Washington, the 
Forest Service has continued to 
develop roadless areas that have 
never been adequately reviewed for 
possible Wilderness designation. 
This direction is reaffirmed in a 
recent memo dated September 9, 
1983 from John Crowell, Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture in charge 
of the Forest Service, to Chief Max 
Peterson. While a “RARE III” is not 
desirable, conservationists have no 
option but to file a comprehensive 
suit in Oregon so that Congress will 
have time to review the areas and 
pass an Oregon forests Wilderness 
bill. 

Below are selected excerpts from 
Judge Karlton ’s opinion which illus- 
trates some of the fundamental 
weaknesses and prejudices which 
permeated the RARE II process. It 
is reprinted from the official record 
of a hearing held by Congressman 
Jim Weaver in 1981. 

• My examination of the RARE II 
environmental statement has con- 
vinced me that the Forest Service 
either never seriously considered 
the impact of its decision on the 
wilderness qualities of the RARE II 
areas, or that the Forest Service has 
simply failed to disclose the data, 
assumptions, and conclusions 
employed by it in such a consid- 
eration . . . The EIS states that the 
Forest Service has decided to sur- 
render wilderness values in many 
areas but does not reveal what it is 
giving up. 

• Just as land is considered 
unique before the law, so too is 
wilderness: each area is composed 
of unique features of topography, 
vegetation, flora and fauna, scenery, 
opportunities for solitude and 
recreation, and scientific and cul- 
tural interest. The Craters of the 
Moon, Glacier Peak, Lassen Vol- 
canic, John Muir, Great Sand Dunes, 
and Dome Land Wilderness areas, 
for example, are each composed of 
distinct and unique features that 
are not easily compared, much less 
are capable of being reduced to 
generic terms. 

• In a series of computer print- 
outs contained in the EIS, some 
site-specific information is listed for 
each area ... By contrast, a compara- 
tive wealth of information is pro- 
vided concerning development 
potential and resource output... 
Nowhere is there a description of 
the presently existing wilderness 
characteristics on each area. It does 


not Uumtify any unique character- 
istics of any area, whether ii be 
notable scenic landmarks, or rare 
and endangered populations of 
wildlife. 

• Instead of examining the impact 
of the loss of wilderness attributes 
and the loss of t he option to classify 
an area formally as wilderness, the 
Forest Service chose to examine 
only the costs of foreclosing devel- 
opment. Since neither the values 
gained by wilderness classification 
nor the values lost by development 
were ever explored in the EIS, it 
failed to fulfill the twin NEPA goals 
of disclosure and demonstrated 
agency consideration of environ- 
mental factors. 

It never examines the economic 
and beneficial environmental values 
of wilderness: tourism, sales for 
wilderness-oriented recreation 
equipment, conservation of wildlife 
and flora populations, soil conser- 
vation and stability, watershed 
protection, clean air and water, and 
like values. 

Indeed, the statement discloses 
that the costs of developing over 
half the areas for nonwilderness 
exceeds t he value of resources that 
would be gained from development. 

• The final statement considered 
eleven alternatives. Aside from one 
alternative that allocated all RARE 
II areas to wilderness, no other 
alternative allocated more than 34 
percent of the total areas to wil- 
derness despite the fact that all areas 
met minimum criteria for wilderness 
designation. By contrast, aside from 
the all wilderness and all nonwil- 
derness alternatives, the remaining 
alternatives designated from 36-94 
percent of the areas to nonwil- 
demess. 

Nothing in either the draft or final 
EIS explains or justifies the limita- 
tion of the range of alternatives 
actually considered. Thus 1 must 
conclude that either the Forest 
Service acted arbitrarily in its 
restriction of the range of alterna- 
tives, or it simply has not revealed 
the reasons behind its action. Under 
either conclusion, the statement is 
fatally deficient. 

• The statement never discusses 
whether or not these (timber and 
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JOHN B, CROWELL, JR. 

Assistant Secretary for 

Natural Resources and Environment 


other resource) goals could be met 
utilizing areas ot her than the RARE 
II areas... (Although it is clear that 
the purpose of non-wilderness 
designation is to open areas to 
resource exploitation, the envi- 
ronmental statement nowhere 
considered the obvious alternative 
of increasing the production of 
resources in other areas that are 
already being developed, thus 
avoiding the draconian decision 
between wilderness and develop- 
ment... For example, evidence 
introduced by Defendant National 
Forest Products Assn., et al., in- 
dicates that existing public and 
private commercial timber areas are 
operating at only fifty percent of 
capacity. Defendants have not 
explained why increasing produc- 
tion of these sites is an unreasonable 
alternative.. . In short, the statement 
never evaluated or justified the 
necessity for developing the RARE 
II areas at all. 

• (Step one of the 10-step deci- 
sional process of the proposed 
action designates areas based upon 
a tally of signatures supporting the 
various designations.) Thus instead 
of value content, the proposed 
action relies upon numbers of sig- 
natures. The vast majority of per- 
sonal letters favors wilderness, and 
the majority of the form letters 
favors nonwilderness. Five of the 
disputed areas in the suit were 
adjusted from wilderness or further 
planning designations to nonwil- 
derness at step one based upon the 
"opinion poll." 

• The methodological inade- 
quacies of the RARE II EIS arc* not 
meiv legal nitpicking, but go to the 
heart of the NEPA process. Courts 
do not sit to judge whether or not 
the agency’s ultimate decision is 
“correct.” The court’s role in the 
NEPA process is to insure that 
NEPA procedure's are followed and 
thus that the agency took a “hard 
look” at environmental factors and 
disclosed these* factors to Congress, 
other officials, and the public. ( Inly 
if an environmental statement fully 
assesses the environmental risks 
and costs of proceeding can the 
public be assured that decision- 
making is considered and not blind. 


SUBJECT: Assessment of Impact of the Ninth Circuit 

RARE II Decision on Forest Service Activities 

TO: R. Max Peterson 

Chief 

Forest Service 

As I discussed with you in the last few days, I believe it is very 
important that an effective reporting system be established to alert the 
Washington Office whenever appeals of proposed National Forest land 
management activities are filed citing the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals RARE II decision as a basis for appeal. 

I would like you immediately to cause such a reporting system to be 
established so as to provide information we can anticipate needing, 
such as the forest, RARE II roadless area affected, sale name, proposed 
sale date, volume affected, whether the road to be constructed was to 
be used in the next few years for additional sales, and the like. 

I would also restate the Department’s policy that timber sales and 
other activities not be held up or withdrawn merely because of the 
threat of appeal or lawsuit relying on the Ninth Circuit decision. It is 
important that the Forest Service put those who wish to halt develop- 
ment activities in the position of actually having taken the necessary 
steps to do so. 

I would also strongly suggest that local and regional press 
announcements be made whenever appeals result in necessary acquies- 
cence by the Forest Service to deferring the sale because of applicability 
of the Ninth Circuit decision. Such announcements could include 
information on the cumulative impact to date of such appeals and 
lawsuits to the Forest and the Region, so the public is made aware of 
what these appeals are doing to the land management programs of the 
Forest Service. 




Linusiten Falls. Photo by Brian Fessenden, 
('moles// <>f Tuolumne River Preservation Trust. 
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SAVE THE 
TUOLUMNE RALLY 
APRIL 21 

(John Muir’s Birthday) 
HETCH HETCHY IN 
YOSEMITE PARK 
with 

* ED ABBEY 

* DOUG PEACOCK 

* KATIE LEE 

* JOHNNY SAGEBRUSH 

* and others 

Details in March 20 Earth 
First! 


EARTH FIRST! 
TUOLUMNE RIVER 
PROPOSAL 

* Wild & Scenic River desig- 
nation for the Tuolomne River 
and its tributaries. One half 
mile protected river corridor. 

* Wilderness Area designa- 
tion for surrounding Forest 
Service and BLM lands. 

* No further dams or develop- 
ment of any sort. 

* Dismantling of O’Shaugh- 
nessy Dam in Yosemite 
National Park and the restor- 
ation of native fauna and flora 
to the Hetch Hetchy area. 


by Kathy Trendler and 
Don Presley 

The Tuolumne River arises from 
the Mount Lyell Glacier in Yosemite 
National Park an <1 plunges down 
the Western Sierra Nevada to join 
the San Joaquin River near Modes- 
to, in Northern California. In its brief 
course, it plummets through fores- 
ted valleys and meanders through 
gentle meadows before creating a 
series of awesome cascades in the 
Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne. 

The Tuolumne River retains a 
primitive quality that has become 
exceedingly rare. It is home to hun- 
dreds of species of birds and ani- 
mals, including such rare and 
threatened varieties as the Bald 
Eagle, Bobcat, Mountain Lion, 
Prairie Falcon and Spotted Owl. It 
also provides critical winter range 
for two of Yosemite’s largest deer 
herds. 

The lush riparian vegetation bor- 
dering the river is magnificent year 
'round. In spring and summer, wiki- 
flowers such as lupine, stone crop 
and California poppy abound. 

The five major vegetative com- 
munities include alpine, subalpine, 
red fir, mixed conifer and chapar- 
ral oak. 

The Smithsonian Institute, the 
California Native Plant Society and 
the California Natural Diversity 
Data Base have identified several 
potentially threatened plant species 
in this area. These include the fawn 
lily, the Mariposa Parsnip, the 
shaggy haired lupine and the Small’s 
Southern Clarkia. In addition, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
proposed that the Red Hills soap 
root he considered for the endan- 
gered species list. 

It is estimated that the Tuolumne 
has three times as many fish per 
acre as the best fishing reservoirs 
in the state. It also provides a sig- 
nificant King Salmon spawning 
environment and the Clavey River, 
a major tributary, is still a wild trout 
fishery. 

The Tuolumne is a prime example 
of a multiple-use river. It currently 
provides irrigation for over 230.0(H) 
acres, domestic water for one in 
twelve Californians, nearly 2% of 
California’s electricity and a full 97"", 
of Modesto’s electricity. 

It provides recreation for over 


1 37,000 visitors annually, including 
fishermen, hunters, campers, natur- 
alists and white water boating 
enthusiasts. In fact, it offers a 
primitive 27-mile canyon contain- 
ing the highest quality and most 
exciting Whitewater boating in 
California. The 18 miles from Lums- 
den Bridge to Wards Ferry is recog- 
nized as being of equal caliber to 
the Colorado and the Salmon Rivers. 

This same canyon holds the most 
extensive and least disturbed re- 
mains of the Miwok Indians who 
inhabited the area four thousand 
years ago. Traces of their ancient 
culture exist in more than 250 arch- 
eological sites along the river. Their 
other ancestral homes are mostly 
buried under reservoirs. 

Above this canyon, at 3800 feet, 
the river comes to a halt behind 
O’Shaughnessey Dam, drowning 
Hetch Hetchy Valley, which was 
once the magnificent sister of the 
Yosemite Valley. 

At the turn of the century, 
reknowned scientist John Muir, and 
a fledgling conservation organi- 
zation, the Sierra Club, waged one 
of the country's first battles against 
development to preserve Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. Unfortunately, they 
lost, and two major dams were built 
within Yosemite National Park to 
give cheap water and electricity to 
San Francisco. It is thought that 
John Muir’s death a year later can 
be attributed to the loss of this 
spectacular valley he loved so 
much. There are now five dams and 
five powerhouses on the Tuolumne 
River. John would turn over in his 
grave if he knew. 

In 1975, Congress passed legis- 
lation authorizing a study of the 
river to determine whether or not 
further development would be to 
the public benefit. In 1979, Presi- 
dent Carter, along with the Depart- 
ments of Interior and Agriculture 
and the State of California, recom- 
mended federal protection as in the 
highest public interest. A three-year 
moratorium on development went 
into effect. That protection expired 
in October of 1982 and with its 
expiration came proposals for 
MORE DAMS! 

Modesto and Turlock Irrigation 
Districts (MID and TID) have filed 
for permits to construct three more 
dams and two powerhouses in the 
lower canyon of the Tholumne. The 
city of San F ranciseo originally filed 
for permits along with Mil) and TID. 
Later, their Board of Supervisors 
and the mayor voted for wild and 
scenic river status for the Tuol- 
umne. Although the city is not now 
actively participating in the studies 
required by FERC fora preliminary 
permit, they have not formally with- 
drawn either. The 3-,vear hydroelec- 
tric and environmental impact 
studies are due to be completed in 
April of 198(1 and it is thought that 
San Francisco will make a decision 
at that time. 

The proposed “Clavey-Wards 
Ferry Project” would destroy the 
beautiful 27-mile canyon and 
another 7 miles of its Clavey River 
tributary. This single purpose 
project would provide no flood 
control, recreation, fish or wildlife 
protection, nor any improvement 
of water quality. The project would 
provide only a small amount of new 
water supply — less than one per- 
cent. And it woidd drown most of 
the free flowing middle Tuolumne. 


The developers claim that the 
project would have a capacity of 
400 megawatt: sand would generate 
approximately 884 million kilowatt 
hours per year. The California 
Energy Commission indicates that 
such a peak power project would 
provide less than one-half of one 
percent of California’s total Hectical 
energy supplies in the 1090's. Its 
forecasts show that till future Calif 
ornia energy needs will be met 
without new hydroelectric projects 
(or new nuclear energy plants), and 
that smaller scale energy alterna- 
tives will cost less than hydropower 
in 199-5, when Clavey-Wards Ferry 
would come “on-line.” It is also 
estimated that conservation mea- 
sures alone could meet over eighty 
percent of energy growth demands. 

MID and TID would spend SI 4 
million on an engineering study for 
this project. In addition, a total of 
almost $1 billion would be required 
for construction, assuming no 
expensive delays or cost overruns. 
This figure breaks down to nearly 
$-5,000 per rate payer. Ratepayers 
in Washington Stale are now pay iny 
$7.2 billion in principal and ini • -r< 
for two powei plants recently 
scrapped in m.fl-.-. instruction 
because demand lot power novel 
materialized. 

An independent economic ass- 
essment by the California Depart- 
ment of Water Resources reported 
that under the most likely condi- 
tions, the project would return less 
than $1 benefit for every -SI of cost. 
In contrast, conservation would 
pump up to $2 million into the local 
economy, would produce long-term 
local jobs, and enhance energy 
security without degrading and 
depleting natural resources. 

The destruction of a free-flowing 
river, its tributaries and surround- 
ing habitat, however, cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents. 
Devastation of this biologically 
diverse area, one of the most primi- 
tive canyons in California, cannot 
be tolerated. 

In recent months, pressure from 
conservation groups has increased 
for MID and TID to drop this pork- 
barrel project. In answer to this 
opposition, a new pro-dam group. 
“Public Afforable Clean Energy. " or 
PACE, has been formed. Referred 
to by some as “Perennial Advocates 
of a Cement Earth.” this new organi- 
zation is comprised of members of 
the local business community, loo 4 
political leaders, pro-development 
people, and other citizens who 
believe t hat the project would pro- 
vide economic benefits. Despite 
Iheirsupport. pressure from preset 
vationists is clearly being felt. 

Last month, a new TID MID pro- 
posal was made public. The "Pot 
derosa Alternative” would elimin- 
ate the 400-foot high Clavey-Wards 
Ferry Dam by placiilfca smaller dam 
near the North Fork of the Tuol- 
umne and a diversion structure of 
the Clavey River. 

This $840 million dollar project 
would include borings 13-mile tun- 
nel from Jawbone Ridge Reservoir 
through the Clavey River canyon to 
the Ponderosa Powerhouse on the 
North Fork of the Tuolumne. TID 
officials state that this alternative 
would produce almost the same 
amount of powei while preserving 
the white water stretch on the 
Middle Fork. 

This obvious attempt to appease 
white water boaters and fishermen, 
shows that oppostion works. The 
developers are backing off. But the 
alternative proposal is still too much 
to compromise. 
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NATIONAL FOREST WILDERNESS PROPOSAL FOR IDAHO: 


Naim* of Area 

1 . Lionhcad 

2. ( eiiteiinials 

d. Wimiegar 1 lole 

I. (lames Min. 

Palisades 

0. ( iaiTield Min. 

7. Velli iwsl one West 
S. Italian Peak 

II. Hear ( 'reek 

10. Carillon City 
1 1 . Stump Creek 

12. ( lannett -Spring Creek 
HI. Worm Creek 

11. Ml. Naomi 

15. Clarkslon Min. 

10. Klkhorn Mtn. 

1 7. ( Ixtdrd Mtn 
IS. Bonneville Peak 
ll). Scout Mtn. 

20. West Mink 

21. Cache Peak 

22. Mahogany Butte 
2:1. Mt. Harrison 

24. Third Fk. Rock Creek 

2o. Cottonwood 

20. Smoke.v Dome Mts. 

27. Sawtooth Additions 

28. White Cloud-Boulder 
20. Pioneer Mts. 

d(). South Smokey Mts. 
d 1 . West White Knob Mts. 
d2. East White Knob Mts. 
dd. Pahsimeroi 
d4. Borah Peak 
do. King Mtn. 
dd. .JumpofifMtn. 
d7. Lemhi Range 

dS. Taylor Mtn. 
do. -Jesse Creek 

40. Beaverhead Mts. (W. Big Hole) 

41. Allan Mtn. 

42. -Jureanco 

43. Goat Mtn. 

44. Anderson Mtn. 

45. Danskin-S. Fk. Boise River 
4(i. Breadwinner 

47. Trinities North 

48. Trinities South 

49. Eightmile 

50. Deadwood 

51. Scott Mtn. (Peace Rock) 

52. S. Fork Boise R. 

53. Snowbank Mtn. 

54. Cuddy Mtn. 

55. Lick Creek (Payette Crest) 

56. Needles (Payette Crest) 

57. French Creek (Payette Crest) 

58. Carey Creek 

59. Council Mtn. 

(id. Hell's Canyon Additions 
(il. Gospel Hump Addition 
02. Silver Creek 

(id. River of No Return Additions: 


04. Selway- Bitterroot Additions: 


05. ( treat Burn 
00. Big JO 'iTi-Wietas 
07. El Dorado 
OS. Pot Mtn. 

00. Moose Mtn. 

70. Mallard-Larkins 

7 1 . ( irandmother Mtn. 

72. Trout Creek 

73. Spion Cop 

7 4. Topee Creek 

75. East Cathedral Peak 

70. Scotchman Peaks 

77. Selkirks 

7K. 1 pper Priest 

70. Salmo Priest 

80. Magee 

S 1 . I lellroaring 

82. Buckhorn Ridge 

S3. Little Grass Mtn. 

84. Bee Top 

85. Mi. Willard 
80. Skit wish Ridge 

87. Lost Creek 

88. Trouble Crook 

l’aife (i EARTH FIRST! 


Forest 

Acreage 

Targhee 

17,000* 

Targhee 

100,000' 

Targhee 

6,000- 

Targhee 

130,000 

Targhee 

145, 000" 

Targhee 

48,000' 

Targhee 

100,000 

Targhee Salmon 

206,000' 

Caribou 

105,000 

Caribou 

90,000 

Caribou 

104,000 

Caribou 

20,000- 

Caribou 

42,000 

C aribou 

30,000" 

Caribou 

15,000 

Caribou 

50,000 

C aribou 

50,000 

Caribou 

34,000 

Caribou 

28,000 

Caribou 

21,000 

Sawtooth 

29,000 

Sawtooth 

23,000" 

Sawtooth 

31,000 

Sawtooth 

15,000 

Sawtooth 

12,000 

Sawtooth 

100,000 

Sawtooth/Boise 

525,000 

Sawtooth/ Challis 

590,000“ 

Sawtooth/Challis 

280,000 

Sawtooth 

80,000 

Challis 

50,000 

Challis 

80,000 

Challis 

100,000 

Challis 

140,000 

Challis 

100,000 

Challis 

25,000 

Challis 'Salmon/ 

Targhee 

610,000 

Salmon 

55,000 

Salmon 

20,000 

Salmon 

75,000' 

Salmon 

47,000' 

Salmon 

31,000 

Salmon 

34,000 

Salmon 

18,000' 

Boise 

75,000 7 

Boise 

38,000 

Boise 

86,000 

Boise 

40,000 

Boise 

120,000 

Boise 

62,000 

Boise 

190,000 

Boise 

90,000 

Boise/ Payette 

36,000 

Payette 

48,000 

Payette 

265,000 ■ 

Payette 

155,000 

Payette 

170,000 

Payette 

8,000 

Payette 

16,000 

Payette/Nezperc-e 

205, 000" 

Nezperce 

51,000 

Nezperce 

36,000 

Bitterroot/Boise/ 

Challis/Nezperce/ 

Payette/ Salmon 

628,000' 

Nezperce/Bitterroot/ 

Clearwater 

365,000' 

Clearwater 

151,000' 

Clearwater 

250,000 

Clearwater 

11,000 

Clearwater 

50,000 

Clearwater 

18,000 

Clearwater 

Panhandle 

382,000' 

Panhandle 

52,000 

Panhandle 

8,000' 

Panhandle 

31,000 

Panhandle 

5,000 

Panhandle 

21,000 

Panhandle 

32,000' 

Panhandle 

120,000“ 

Panhandle 

19,000 

Panhandle 

20,000" 

Panhandle 

37,000 

Panhandle 

14,000 

Panhandle 

8,000' 

Panhandle 

5,000" 

Panhandle 

12,000 

Pan han d le/ Kootenai 

70,000 

Panhandle 

6,000 

Panhandle 

10,000 

Panhandle 

6,000 
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IDAHO: THE WILDERNESS STATE (cont) 


I crawl out of my bedroll and into 
t he gale, frantically dress, drop some 
angular, frost-blasted, metamorphic 
rocks on my bag and ground cloth, 
and find a warm, sheltered, sun- 
drenched perch on the lee side of 
the ridge. Here, the subfreezing air 
is balmy in the intense morning 
ultraviolet, and my now-alert brain 
begins to carefully explore the end- 
less array of peaks, ridges, and 
valleys that surround me. To the 
southwest, rising as a rugged and 
stark wall above the arid Pahsi- 
meroi Valley, is Borah Peak (Idaho’s 
highest) and the Lost River Range. 
To the west soar the classically 
rugged peaks of the White Cloud, 
Sawtooth and Pioneer mountain 
ranges, and to the northwest are 
the blue horizon ridges and canyons 
of the River of No Return country. 
Northward are the contorted peaks 
and jungles of the Selway-Bitter- 


root, and to the east is the Beaver- 
head Range - actually the southern 
part of the Bitterroots — stretching 
from Lost Trail Pass to the Italian 
Peaks. From true desert mountains 
to dank, temperate forests of cedar, 
hemlock and white pine, Idaho’s 
national forests encompass an 
internationally significant block of 
magnificent Earth. The variety here 
is astounding. 

Early this fall, a coalition of con- 
servation groups, including the 
Idaho Conservation League and the 
Sierra Club, called a news confer- 
ence in Boise to announce their 
Wilderness plan for the state. 
Cowering before the thundering, 
Earth-rape rhetoric of Senator Jim 
McClure (chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources) who is planning to soon 
introduce a“ wilderness bill” for the 
state, the Idaho Wildlands Coalition 


presented a pitiful 2.9 million acre 
Wilderness proposal called “Alter- 
native W.” Even with an additional 
million acres of proposed “further 
planning” area, this self-proclaimed 
compromise proposal would open 
4 million acres of wild country to 
the bulldozer and the chainsaw. 

Fortunately, Alternative W had 
already begun to lose credibility 
with (n the state. A delegation of 
Earth Firstlers, myself included, 
interrupted the coalition’s news 
conference to denounce the com- 
promise plan. Individual I.C.L. 
members were grumbling about 
their proposal, and some of them, 
being closet Earth Firstlers, had 
already begun to help EF! upgrade 
its draft Wilderness proposal for the 
state. The Idaho Wildlife Federation 
refused to endorse the Coalition 
proposal, and the American Wilder- 
ness Alliance proposed a 6 V> million 
acre alternative. The Earth First! 
proposal would protect 8.5 million 
acres of new wilderness areas. 

The EF! proposal represents the 
careful refinement of our original 
7.3 million acre proposal that we 
presented at the news conference 
in Boise. A number of areas were 
added after consultation with local 
conservationists who felt that our 
draft proposal was too moderate. 
Our proposal would protect vir- 
tually all of the state’s remaining 
national forest wildlands, and 
would encompass a few roaded and 
developed areas as well. Ours is the 
ONLY proposal that would really 
maintain and re-create Idaho’s 
natural biological diversity. Here are 
a few examples: 

River of No Return/ Selway ■ 
Bitterroot Complex: (128,000 acres 
of RNR additions, 365,000 acres of 
additions to the S-B, and a 51,000 
acre addition to the Gospel Hump 
(which is actually contiguous to the 
RNR). All of this country is currently 
wild. We are also proposing that the 
rough and narrow Magrudor-Cor- 
ridor Road (which the Forest 
Service constructed in 1963, thus 
splitting the huge central Idaho 
wilderness in two) be shut down so 
that these 2 great wilderness tracts 
can be re united into one 5 million 
acre unit! Imagine the potential: 
semi-arid canyons and grasslands 
of the Salmon River country, tower- 
ing peaks, entire watersheds intact; 
pine, spruce, fir, and cedar forests; 
bighorn sheep, mountain goat, 
pronghorn, deer, elk, moose, wolves, 
grizzly, cougar, wolverine, fisher, 
martin, bald eagle and Peregrine 
falcon — all in one great Alaska- 
sized unit. Currently, mining and 
logging plans threaten important 
additions to the RNR, and the Fred- 
dies are planning over 20, 000 acres 
of timber sales in potential additions 
to the Selway-Bitterroot alone! 

Sawtooth Additions (525,000 
acres): The Sawtooth Wilderness is 
largely rock and ice and includes 
almost no foothill or montane zone 
ecosystems. Our final Sawtooth 
boundary will include lower eleva- 
tion areas and important wildlife 
habitat, as well as the popular sub- 
alpine and alpine zones. 

Lemhi Range (610,000 acres): 
This proposal for an ecologically 
complete Wilderness would close 
down a few existing developments 
(logging/mining/ORV abuse) along 
the lower flanks of this spectacular 
range. Rising abruptly above the 
arid Lemhi, Lost River and Pahsi- 
meroi valleys, this wilderness 



89. Grahm Coal Panhandle 12,000 

90. Big Creek Panhandle 80,000 

91. Storm Creek-Hammond Creek Panhandle 30,000 

92. North Fork Panhandle 32,000 

TOTAL: 8,587,000 acres 

This figure does not include approx. 85,000 acres of BLM land 
in our White Cloud-Boulder proposal, and approx. 80,000 acres 
of state lands in our Selkirks proposal. 


'contiguous proposed Wilderness is in Montana 

"contiguous proposed Wilderness is in Wyoming 

"contiguous propsed Wilderness is in Utah 

"contiguous proposed Wilderness is in Oregon 

"contiguous proposed Wilderness is in Washington 

“the total proposal, including 85,000 acres BLM, is 675,000 acres 

7 the proposal includes some lands of varying ownership 

"the total proposal, including 80,000 acres State, is 200,000 acres 

Earth First! proposes that the Magrudor Corridor Road be closed at the 

Montana/Idaho line, thus re uniting the Selway-Bitterroot and River of 

No Return Wildernesses! 






Selkirks (200,000 acres, inclu- 
ding 80,000 acres of state land): 
Long Canyon is a magnificent oid- 
growth inland rainforest with 
3,000-year-old red cedars beneath 
the rugged crest of the Selkirks. 
The Forest Service wants to log 
them and leave only the rocky crest 
of the range in a wild condition. 
Also, the state of Idaho is consi- 
dering a massive 11,000-acre land 
exchange with the Diamond Inter- 
national Corporation which would 
facilitate a giant resort development 
at the foot of the Selkirks on the 
east shore of Priest Lake. The Sel- 
kirks are home to Mountain Caribou 
(an endangered species in the lower 
48) and Grizzly bear. The Idaho 
Wildlands Coalition is only pro- 
posing a 46,000-acre Wilderness, for 
this spectacular part of the Idaho 
Panhandle. 

Games Mountain (130,000 
acres): This highland area is a wild- 
life haven of lush mountain mea- 
dows directly across Ihe valley of 
“Pierre’s Hole” from the Tetons. An 
important part of the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem, the entire 
area is threatened by oil/gas explor- 


Wilderness Recovery Areas 

The “wilderness recovery area” 
concept, recently advocated by 
Earth First! as a means of attaining 
relatively complete protection for 
wildland ecosystems, is viewed by 
many conservationists as a radical 
concept. It is not. 

For example, nowhere in the 
Wilderness Act is there a require- 
ment that an area be entirely 
roadless in order to legally qualify 
as wilderness. Section 2(c) of the 
Act defines Wilderness as an area 
which “generally appears to have 
been affected primarily by the 
forces of nature, with the imprint of 
man’s work substantially unnotice- 
able.” It does not define Wilderness 
as a roadless area. Furthermore, 
federal agencies have the legal 
aut hority to recognize past mistakes 
and to take corrective measures 
such as closing roads and allowing 
areas to revert to a natural condi- 
tion. Precedent has been set on a 
number of occasions: 

- A paved county road ran 
through the Great Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey. The 
area was designated wilderness by 
Congress in 1968. The road was 
closed and is now overgrown with 
vegetation. 

— There used to be a constructed 
fire road that ran through the back- 

ation and some planned logging in 
the northern end of the area. 

Yellowstone West (100,000 
acres): This proposal includes 3 
small roadless areas and a large 
block of cutover land in prime 
Grizzly habitat adjacent to the 
western boundary of Yellowstone 
National Park. Here, the Targhee 
National Forest, waging an insane 
war against the native mountain 
pine beetle, has clearcut right up to 
the park boundary. For the great 
bear, we want this part of the greater 
Yellowstone ecosystem managed to 
insure the eventual recovery of its 
wilderness characteristics. 

During the next few years, the 
Forest Service is planning an exten- 
sive roadbuilding program in most 
of Idaho’s (indeed, in most of the 
nation’s) undesignated wilderness. 
Senator McClure’s anti-wilderness 
bill, which at t he time of this writing 
has yet to be introduced, will likely 
release about 7/8’s of this de-facto 
wilderness for development. For 


country of Idaho's Craters of Ihe 
Moon National Monument. When 
Congress, led by the usually anti 
Wilderness Idaho Senator Jim 
McClure, designated the area Wil- 
derness in 1970, the road was closed 
and has now been largely reclaimed 
by nature. 

- The state designation of "Wil- 
derness" in the Adirondack Park in 
New York State resulted (indeed, 
the Adirondack Park act ret/ aired 
it) in the closing of a number of 
constructed roads so that the wild 
characterof the land would recover. 

- Nearly all designated Eastern 
Wilderness Areas were extensively 
roaded and logged by early in the 
20th century. Most of these areas 
are under Forest Service juris- 
diction. 

Congress and the U.S. Forest 
Service have missed the boat in the 
western U.S. The fact is that eco- 
systems can and usually will 
recover significantly from past 
abuse, if protected and managed to 
assure that recovery occurs. 

NOTE: EF! is compiling infor- 
mation on wilderness recovert) 
areas. If any of our readers hare 
documented examples of Congres- 
sional or administrative wilder- 
ness recovery urea situations , 
please send a brief description to 
■Howie Wolke, Box 2S4E, Jackson , 
WY 83001. 

Earth First!, this is the beginning, 
not the end, of the battle to save 
Idaho. During the coming months 
and years, it is imperative that we 
oppose and resist the destruction 
and defend the wilderness by any 
available means. At the same time, 
we must build grassroots support 
for the 8.5 million acre EF! proposal, 
so t hat at some future date under a 
more enlightened Congress, a large 
part of it can become a reality. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the 
Idaho Congressional delegation 
(Senate: James McClure and 
Steve Symms, U.S. Senate, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20510; House: George 
Hansen and Larry Craig, House 
of Representatives, Washington. 
D.C. 20515), especially if you 
live in Idaho. Support the EF! 
proposal and tell them what 
you think of the compromise 
approach. For more information, 
contact Howie Wolke. 


Cayuse Creek in Great Bum Wilderness Proposal 


lliglt Lake in Great Burn Wilderness Proposal 
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Mallard-Larkins (382,000), 
Great Bum (151,000 plus addi- 
tional acreage in Montana), Big 
Horn-Wietas (250,000): These 3 
areas constitute a superb complex 
of wild country in the northern 
Bitterroot and Clearwater Moun- 
tains. The Idaho Fish and Game 
Department rates Mallard-Larkins 
and the Great Burn as the two most 
important areas in the state for 
wildlife. Burned over ridges and 
slopes in varying stages of ecological 
succession alternate with old- 
growth forested canyons. Extensive 
timber sales are planned for all of 
these areas. 


changes from a semi-arid ecosystem 
in t he south, with very little, peren- 
nial water, to a land of snowfields, 
roaring streams, lakes and gigantic 
rock slopes in the north. A haven 
for wildlife, pads of the Lemhis have 
received little or no domestic graz- 
ing, and the area receives little 
ret reat ional use since there are few 
trails, and the terrain is extremely 
rugged. The very short growing 
season and the relative aridity make 
the Lemhis particularly fragile. The 
EF! proposal includes 1 2, 000-foot 
peaks and sagebrush -grassland 
winter range. Alternative W pro- 
poses only 231,000 acres in two 
separate units. 


Box Lake in Lich Creek Wilderness Proposal 


THE EARTH FIRST! GLOSSARY FOR 
WILDERNESS AND PUBLIC LANDS 

For many of our readers, most of these terms are familiar and need no 
explanation. But for those of you who have only recently joined the battle 
for biological diversity, a brief explanation of a few commonly used terms 
and phrases might be useful: 

The Wilderness Act — passed by Congress in 19(54, and full of loopholes 
(see drizzly Den in the March 21. 1983 issue of EF!), this is the primary piece 
of legislation designed to maintain the undeveloped character of various 
pieces of public lands. 

Defacto Wilderness - any area that is in a wild and undeveloped condition 
but has not been designated Wilderness by Congress, and thus is vulnerable 
to development. Federal agencies usually define defacto wilderness as 
roadless areas, but Earth First! believes that some areas that have an 
occasional road are still essentially wild, and therefore our definition is a bit 
broader than the one used by the Feds. 

N.E.P.A. - The National Environmental Policy Act (1970) requires an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) which considers various alternatives, 
whenever the federal government undertakes a project that would have a 
significant environmental impact or that is particularly controversial. 

N.F.M.A. - The National Forest Management Act of 197(5. This federal law 
requires, among other things, that each national forest produce and update 
a forest wide land use plan at 10-year intervals, it also legitimizes clearcutting 
and other dcst ructive land use activities. Earth First! will soon propose an 
entirely new charter for the C.S. Forest Sendee. 

RARE II - tite second Roadless Area Review and Evaluation, in 1 977, 1978 
and 1979 the Forest Sendee undertook its second study of national forest 
roadless and undeveloped areas. The RARE II final EIS recommended 15 
million acres for Wilderness. 10 million acres for further planning and 36 
million acres for non-wilderness. Of course. Wilderness areas and boundaries 
are determined In Congress, but areas recommended by the Freddies for 
non-wilderness are generally jn immediate danger of logging, roadbuilding 
and other developments. The disastrous recommendations of RARE II 
( lectured under the Carter Administration. At this time, three federal judges 
have ruled the RARE II final EIS to be an illegal document, in violation of 
NEPA. 

Sufficiency - A federal law, passed by Congress, usually attached to a 
statewide (that is. a federal bill passed only for a particular state) national 
forest Wilderness bill, that simply declares the RARE II final EIS to be 
legally sufficient and therefore immune to legal action. 

Soft Release - language, usually included in a state national forest 
wilderness bill, that releases remaining roadless areas to non-wilderness 
management, usually for one 10-year planning cycle, after which, the Forest 
Service must once again, as required by NFMA, consider remaining defacto 
wilderness for formal Wilderness designation. In a state which has had soft 
release language enacted (Colorado is one such state j, the Forest Service 
may still manage released areas to retain their wild and roadless character- 
istics. They usually do not. 

Hard Release - language that releases roadless areas to non-wilderness 
management for two or more planning cycles. Some hard release bills also 
have particularly obnoxious language which actually mandates the develop- 
ment of remaining roadless areas (Senator Malcolm Wallop’s proposed 
Wyoming Anti-Wilderness Act is one of these). Such language may be in 
violation of NFMA, NEPA and other statutes. 

FLPMA - the Federal Lands Policy and Management Act (1976). This law is 
the charter for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), otherwise known as 
the Bureau of Large Mistakes. The BLM, unlike the Department of 
Agriculture's Forest Service, is under the Interior Dept. FLPMA mandates 
the BLM to study its lands and identify potential additions to the Wilderness 
System. This “BLM Wilderness Review,” now nearing its final stages, has 
been incredibly biased against wilderness, and has been an incomplete and 
poorly done inventory as well. 

Multiple Use - an anthropocentric management philosophy of the Forest 
Service and the BLM, legitimized by Congress in 1960 (the Multiple Use- 
Sustained Yield Act). Multiple Use means logging, mining, roadbuilding, 
overgrazing, resort development, ORV use, etc. Technically, multiple use 
also means watershed protection, primitive recreation, maintenance of 
habitat for endangered species, hunting, fishing, hiking and other wilderness- 
type uses. Its common usage, however, has come to mean development. 

1872 Mining Law - This beauty allows miners for hard rock minerals 
(gold, silver, copper, molybdenum, lead, etc.) to stake a claim on the public 
lands, maintain it for $100.00 of work per year, and file for a patent - which 
hands over full fee title of the land to a miner or mining company for the 
price of $3.00 per acre. For over 100 years, the mining industry has 
squelched attempts to reform this turkey. 

1920 Mineral Leasing Act - This statute allows the federal government 
(this is usually handled by the BLM, no matter which agency manages the 
land) to lease federal lands for exploration/development of other minerals. 
Coal, oil, gas, phosphate and geothermal resources are under this law. Much 
oft he national forest system and BLM lands have already been leased for oil 
and gas exploration. 


SAVE OUR WILD FORESTS 



THE M YTH OF 
PROFESSIONALISM 

Back when I was attending fores- 
try school, one of my professors 
gave my freshman Dendrology (tree 
and shrub identification) class a 
lecture I’ll never forget. It was a 
theme I was to hear redundantly 
during my forestry education: 
“Those environmentalists 
are doctors, lawyers, knowl- 
edgeable professionals in 
their own fields, but they 
don’t know a damned thing 
about forestry. They should 
mind their own business and 
leave forestry to professional 
foresters. We’d all be better 
off.” 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

In this brave now computer age 
c >f specializatit m, common sense and 
intelligent decision-making have 
becomeallbutobsolete. Over-popu- 
lation, big government and multi- 
national corporate power have 
created a civilization and associated 
conservation problems seemingly 
so complex that anyone proposing 
a simple, common sense solution to 
a resource controversy is accused 
of being unrealistic or naive. “Leave 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 

genetic impoverishment of much of 
America. 

As I’ve attempted to point out in 
my previous two columns, the 
Forest Service has degenerated 
from a swashbuckling c< mservat ion 
agency with a somewhat noble 
mission, to a gigantic industrial 
developer. During the early years, 
few FS employees had a college 
degree. They were woodsmen. A 
subsequent rise in “profession- 
alism” has, over the years, accom- 
panied the demise of the agency. 
The myth of professionalism is that 
a college degree and 4 or more years 
of training qualify a person to 
intelligently tinker with ecosys- 
tems. They do not. (Training is not 
necessarily synonymous with 
education.) 

Today, most foresters know and 
practice only what is accepted by 
the Freddies and the timber indus- 
try. University forestry schools 
largely recycle and remold old 
myths. Woodsmen have become 
bureaucrats: real knowledge degen- 
erates, dogma is rewarded. It is 
simply accepted that resource ex- 
traction and development are 
inherently good and that the pro- 
duction of raw material is auto- 


reform. The LAST thing we need is 
professional foresters, USFS style, 
managing the forests. 

Instead, we need the vision, 
courage and sensitivity to treat all 
lands as diverse, living systems, 
with an inherent right to exist. We 
must look at ecosystems, not 
“resources.” We need big wilderness, 
ecologically complete wilderness, so 
that the Earth’s natural biological 
diversity can be maintained and 
re-created. On non-wilderness 
lands, we need to cautiously and 
tenderly use “renewable resources” 
in a manner consistent with the 
land ethic long ago advocated by 
Aldo Leopold. We must flunk small, 
decentralize, preserve big wilder- 
ness, extract some resources, 
recycle and always err on the side 
of conservation. Diversity of all 
living forms, from fungus to drizzly, 
must be preserved. Biocentrism 
needs to emerge as the dominant 
principle in land stewardship. We 
need enlightened woodsmanship. 
not bureaucracy. We need some old 
fashioned common sense: land 
managers must stop pretending that 
they can "enhance” grizzly habitat 
with clearcuts, that advanced log 
ging systems can allow them to cut 
timber on oversteep slopes, and that 
roads can be built through slump- 
prone and boggy soils. We need 
intelligent use, not multiple use. We 
need to charter an entirely new 
course for public land management. 
“GikI forbid Ilia I in 1 should 
ever (jo 20 years leithout a 
revolution . ” 

— Thomas .Jefferson 
Our national forest system is in 
need of a revolution. We need to 
disband the Forest Service and start 
over. We must take' our land away 
from the professionals. 


it to the professionals,” we are told. 

We’ve left national defense to the 
professionals, anti we and ihe Rus- 
sians now have 30,000 nuclear 
warheads poised for global 
devastation. 

We’ve left energy development to 
the professionals, and they’ve left 
us with nuclear waste, stripmines, 
“lake” Powell and acid rain. 

And we’ve left forestry to the 
professionals in the Forest Service 
who have presided over the devas- 


matically beneficial to society. 
Therefore, the job of the profes- 
sional resource manager is to 
“mitigate” the impacts of these 
activities (the word “mitigate” 
makes me cringe: this is akin to 
some sicko breaking into your 
home, raping your wife and your 
daughter, and then “mitigating” the 
impacts by providing funds for 
psychotherapy). I have come to 
believe that the bureaucratic pro- 
fessional dogma of the Forest 


(Plea.se> contact me if you’re inter- 
ested in helping EF! put together 
an entirely new management doe 
t fine for the national forests. I lowie 
Wolke, POB 2348, Jackson, WY 
83001. 307-733-5343.) 

Howie Wolke owns and operates 
WildHorizonsExpeditionsinJack- 
son, Wyoming, and is the former 
Wyoming Representative for 
Friends of the Earth and is a 
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'if WRITE A LETTER! 

YW What’s this, you say? Earth 
First!, the self-proclaimed radical- 
Jw militant environmental move- 
§J»ment, those blockaders of bull- 
wt dozers, those monkey wrench- 
qjff toting individualists, those - 

f those letter writers? It can’t be. 
But it is! Because there are 
times when a carefully targeted 
letter writing campaign - in 

t support of our radical proposals 
— can be one (of many) very effec- 
tive tool. And we believe in using 
every available tool in the fight to 
protect our planet. 

§ Today, there is tremendous 
pressure in Congress to pass a 
a number of awful Wilderness bills, 
Vjrt particularly in a number of Wes- 
W tern states. As a part of the EF! 

campaign to save our national 
§51 forests, we’re asking all EF! sub- 
scribers to write 2 letters: 

1. Write U.S. Congressman John 

f Seiberling (D-Ohio), Chairman, 
House Subcommittee on Public 
Lands, U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives, Washington, D.C. 20515: 
Tell him to keep up the good 

f work (Congressman Seiberling 
has been holding up bad bills and 
negotiating with anti-wilderness 


Service is too deeply entrench d to 

members of Congress for addi- 
tional acreage and “soft” release 
language). Tell him that you 
oppose ALL release language and 
that you are especially incensed 
about attempts by western Con- 
gressmen (such as Senator Wallop 
and Rep. Cheney, both from Wyo- 
ming) to institute “hard” release 
language. Also, tell Mr. Seiberling 
that you believe that we’ve 
already destroyed too much wild 
country in America and that ALL 
remaining de-facto wilderness 
should be protected. 

2. Write your local Congress- 
person or Senators: 

Give them the same message 
(don’t of course, compliment them 
on their wilderness work unless 
they deserve it): 

Senator 

United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Congressman 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

3. If you live in Wyoming, 
Oregon, Idaho, or Arizona, please 
write one additional letter: 
Wyoming: Senator Malcolm 
Wallop 

Oregon: Congressman Jim 


founder of Earth First! 


Weaver 

Idaho: Senator James McClure 
Arizona: Congressman Morris % 
Udall Vf 

You might wish to talk about 
wilderness in your specific state, §& 
in addition to mentioning what M# 
we briefly outlined above. 

Now, for those of you who are 2}n 
really inspired, you might con- 
sider some additional organizing ‘"if 
for more letters: get together with 
friends and have a letter writing Cf 
party. Get drunk and have ftin. Mp 
Turn out the ink. We can’t have 
too many letters. The weed, the 
wolf and the Griz will thank you! w 


wolf and the Griz will thank you! frS 

‘For additional information, w? 
please see the “EF! Glossary on 
Wilderness and Public Lands.” \<m 
Also, contact Howie Wolke. <8 f 


TO HELP WITH THE EARTH 
FIRST! NATIONAL FOREST^ 

CAMPAIGN, CONTACT: WS 

HOWIE WOLKE 

EARTH FIRST! (»L 

BOX 2348 Kff 

JACKSON, WY 83001 f lo 

(307) 733-5343 §« 


S EARTH FIRST! February 2, 1984 
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FOREST SERVICE ARROGANCE UNVEILED 



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE 

program AID NO. ’087 


CAN WE REALLY HELP NATURE 
DO A BETTER JOB . . . . ? 

Nature often works in slow, ponderous rhythms 
which are not always efficient. Is this unhurried 
pace right? 

We can help nature do her work in less time. But 
why should we want to hurry things? There are 
lots of reasons, most of them having to do with 
man's need for things the forest can provide. 

Today the word seems to be "MORE" — more 
people, more cities, more desires and needs for 
goods, more markets for products of the forests, 
and more leisure for people to enjoy the forest 
environment. 

At nature's unhurried pace we would eventually 
get all of the things the forest produces. While we 
waited, though, we would run short of many 
benefits that we could be having, both material and 
esthetic. 


HOW CAN WE HELP NATURE? 



NATURAL GROWTH RESULTS /N A CROWDED. 
HAPHAZARD MIX . . . 



YOUNG TREES GROW FAST.STRUGG L ING FOR ROOM. THE STAND SOON BECOMES OVERCROWDED. 
WITH BOTH GOOD AND POOR TREES COMPETING FOR SURVIVAL. 


Trees, like farm and garden crops, grow best when 
they are not crowded and competing for food, 
water, and sunlight. By savina the best - and 
removing the sick, crooked, and injured trees - ihe 
forest is made vigorous and productive. In addition 
to more wood, the benefits from a healthy forest 
include more food for wildlife, protected 
watersheds, better soil, and a more pleasant place 
in which to enjoy the outdoor environment. 

Nature eventually thins forest stands, eliminating 
the less hardy individuals. But this takes place only 
after they have struggled for long periods, using up 
valuable space and food in their fight for survival. 

We can help nature by speeding up the inevitable. 
Through early removal of the poor trees, the 
thrifty individuals are off to an early, healthy start 
that lets them grow at their best rate. 

When a stand of tree:; is thinned naturally, the 
process wastes potentially valuable material. The 
"losers" in the fight for survival merely drop in 
place and decay. 


WE CAN HELP NATURE 
AS WELL AS OURSELVES! 


When a forester gives nature a helping hand, he 
harvests a useful crop, and then prepares the land 
for increased yields of timber and plants for 
wildlife. 

The trees that are removed become such items as 
fenceposts, fuel, and pulp for paper and cardboard. 

The better trees are left to grow into logs for more 
valuable products such as lumber for housing and 
furniture. 



WILDLIFE OPENINGS 


Helping nature is also helping to do what is best for 
wildlife. In the mature forest stands, little food or 
shelter is provided for those birds and animals that 
depend upon understory plants because practically 
no undergrowth exists. The shrubs, grasses, vines, 
and forbs that provide browse, fruit, seeds, and 
insects are scarce. Thus, populations of deer, quail, 
rabbits, grouse, and other species that depend upon 
these understory plants gradually dwindle away. 



Where dense stands of mature trees cover vast 
areas, relatively small populations of wildlife 
survive. Under good management, forests are 
opened up to let in the precious sunlight that 
allows plants to become established and thrive. If 
forest stands are harvested, replanted to trees, or 
naturally reseeded, and harvested again in planned 
and orderly succession, there are always food-filled 
openings available to wild and domestic animals. 


HERE AGAIN 

NA TURE RESPONDS TO 
A HELPING HAND 


THE RIGHT TREE IN THE RIGHT PLACE. 



Nature's "program" for reforestation is based on 
random distribution of great numbers of seeds, 
with very little provision for directing them to 
suitable sites. Man can help by reforesting each 
area with the tree species best suited to it. This 
way hardwoods can be planted on sites where they 
will grow best. Likewise, pines can be planted in 
areas where they do best, without having to 
compete with trees that are there by chance and 
which are struggling to survive. 



Nature has very limited means to protect forests 
from successive waves of fires, insects, and diseases 
that devastate millions of acres. Managed forests, 
on the other hand, are protected against 
catastrophes. Research has shown the way to 
control many insect and disease enemies of the 
forest, as well as to prevent and suppress wildfires. 



WE ARE GIVING NATURE A HELPING HAND 
- - TO HELP OURSELVES!! 


OUR PRODUCTIVE FORESTS 



FORESTS OF THE FUTURE 


Nature produces superior individuals of all species, 
which eventually become the breeding stock for 
future generations. This happens simply because 
the parents prove to be better qualified in the 
constant contests of survival. Even in this process 
man can help. 

Researchers have selected genetically the finest of 
the forest, carefully tending and expanding this 
concentrated quality into superior trees. Seeds 
from forest-tree seed orchards contain the elements 
for making trees that are taller, straighter, faster 
growing, and more resistant to insects and diseases. 
From these will come the forests of the future. 


The above pamphlet from the US Forest Service demon- 
strates their bias against natural ecosystems and their 
belief that they as professional foresters can engineer a 
“better forest.” 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 

If you want to become active with Earth First! in your area, 
contact one of t he folks below. If there is no one listed in your area 
am! you’d like to start a local group of Earth First! or be a local 
contact, contact EF!, 230 West 7th Avenue, Chico. CA 95926. 


\l STRAIJA 
John Semi 

I ti'iiu forest Inloniintioii ( Vniiv 
I ’* M’> ■' !6.s. I.isiimre 
New Sol nil Woles 2 | si > 

\ 1 1 S 1 1 : 1 1 1 ; I 

JAI'AN 
Kick Davis 

'» I K.voto slii. iMishimiku 
Knkakiisa. Sanovashiki-cho. 

21 1 

Tanaka kata 
Iwoio. JAPAN 

< tiT“») i* |:i 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

Vincent \ agiini and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

L’ai n forest Information Centre 

11)1*31 Mini, la 

Western Solomon islands 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks - Tom Pogson 

S|{ 29056 

Kairbanks. AK 99701 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

Pt HI 1756 
Juneau. AK 99802 

Kenny Lake - Judi Thurmond 

Star Route. Box 334 
Kenny Lak«\ \K 99573 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 19154 
Tucson. AZ S5717 
1 692 ) SS2-9S39 

ARKANSAS 
T.A. Aldaron 

I S27 North Jackson 
Little lioek. All 72293 

(A LI FORMA 
Areata — Bill Dcvall 

PUB 21 

Areata. ( A 95521 
(797) S22-S136 

Berkeley - Ed Heske 
5| Del Mar 
Berkeley. CA 9479S 
« 115) 549-1424 

Chico — Mitch Wvss 

IMB1373 
Chico. CA 95927 
(9B») 342-397S 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

'•771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno. CA 93704 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Cirele 
Fairfax. CA !»4939 
( 115) 456-7433 

Placerville - Jake Blue & 
Becky Windmiller 

Box C 

Lotus. C A 95t >5 1 
(916)626-9970 

Sacramento - 
Dennis McEwan 

3 12 4 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento. ( A 952X1 
(916) 1X7-1376 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buckmaster 

676 1 Sueno Apt. B 
tioleta. ( A 93117 

< st »5 ) ! H iS-SX 1 2 

OR 

Lawrence Worchester 

935 ( amino del Sur 
Isla Vista. ( A 931 17 
(S95)t)6S-l47X 

Santa Cruz — 

Jean Brocklebank 

IIS ( »|i\e St. 

Santa < ruz. < A 9591.9 
i |9S» 126-9266 

Sail Diego - Linda Svendsen 

!'( »B 2236 

l.eneadia. CA 92934 
nil'), 136-3927 

San Francisco — 

Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco. ( A 94122 
, 115) 665-97!) J 

San Luis Obispo — 

•lean C. Gordon 
12 III B Mill St. 

San Luis ( >bispo. CA 93 lot 

Sonoma County — 

Ken D'Autonio 
I o I o 1 llwy I Bi 
Forest \ ille. ( "A 95436 
1 7o7 > 887-9 1 07 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1929 13th "K 
Ik udder. Go 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

*•27 Walnut Street 
Ph udder. C< ) S9392 
•••» ;» I p) 6379 

lk*nvi*r - Nina ('hurchman 

5 » ‘Pearl 

I ’em or. Cl ) 80203 
•o ’. 1 722 5030 


Durango — Steve Rauworth 

S5!i;5 llwy. 172 
Ignacio. CO SI 137 
(393) SS4-9S64 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 
1S59 La port,* "1*9 
Ft. Collins. CO S9521 
(303)4X2-23X2 

(•lenwood Springs - 
John Flippone 

POB 100 1 

(ilemvood Springs. CO S1601 
(3,93) 945-2975 

Gunnison - Scotty Sidner 
30S S. 12th St. 

Gunnison. CO S1230 

Telluridc — Art Goodtimes 

Box 1 90S 

Telluridc. CO SI 435 
(393) 72S-4301 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10X30 SW X5th Ct 
Gainesville. FL 32601 
(904)495-9203 
Tallahassee - Reed Noss 
1735 Yearling ’IV. 

Tallahassee. FL 32301 
(904) X77-5099 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
214 Powell Street 
Atlanta. GA 30316 
(404) 5X6-07X7 ' 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View. Ill 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago - Chris Sherbank 

1915 W School SI 
Chicago. !L 60657 
(312)348-4430 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Wood side Farm 
1X41 South River Rd 
Des Plaines. IL (MM) IX 
(312) 296-7960 

Urbana — Bill Enos 

1206 East Michigan 
I'rbana. IL 61X01 
(217)3X4-9016 

IDAHO 

Boise - Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise. ID 83701 
(20S) 3X4-9! M)7 

Bonner’s Ferry - Jerry Pavia 

Box 912 

Bonner's Ferry. ID 83X05 
(208) 267-5924 

Ketchum 

Patrick (PJ) McCarthy 

Box 1576 

Ketchum, ID X3340 
(208)726-7228 

Sandpoint — John Anderson 

8450 Sunnyside Rd 
Sand|H>int. ID 83X64 
(208)263-1752 

Southeast - Rod Adams 

87 Louella 
Blackfoot. 11)83221 
(208)7X5-21X2 

KANSAS 

Manhattan - Neil Schanker 

1221 Thurston 
Manhatten, KS 66502 
(!) 13) 532-5X06 

Oskaloosa — Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
( >skaloosa. KS (>(>()(>(» 

MAINE 

Brunswick - Gary Lawless 
1*01* 1X6 

Brunswick. ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-50X3 

Harrington - Charles Ewing 
10 ) 1 

Harrington. ME 04643 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore. MI) 2120!) 

(391 ) 307-8X55 

MICHIGAN 
Kathy Chaney 

4 Woodland Rd. 

Houghton. Ml 4993 1 
(900) 4X2-040!) 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 

3718 Columbus 
Minnea|H,lis. MN 55407 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings. MT 59102 
( 400) 250-0905 

Bozeman - Mike Bond 

16320 Cot ton wood 
Bozeman. MT 59715 
(106)763-4507 

Missoula - Barb Steele 
Rl 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius. MT 59805 
(496)745-3212 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bruce Thompson 
5 1 River Road 
Alstead. Nil 93602 
(003) 835-6575 

NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside. N'.l 07092 
(201 ) 233-7050 (N) 

(291 ) 624-7446 (D) 

Stacey W'ashko 
5!) Handy Street 
New Brunswick. NJ 9X993 
(291 ) 249-2561 

Mike Lidestri 

90 Merritt Avenue 
Bergentield. NJ 07021 
(201)385-2047 

Bob Philbin 

Box 698 Meadow Ave. RD "2 
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
(009) 227-8248 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque — Karen Brown 

599 Princeton SK, Apt. 3 
Albuquerque. NM 87100 
( 5( )5 ) 277-57 10 YV 

OR 

Neil Cobb 

32!) Montclair N’E 
Albuquerque, NM 87100 
( 505) 277-5897 

Santa Fe - Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box I27-C 
Saute Ft*. NM 87501 
(505) 988-42X4 


NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

4316 Pacific 
Omaha. NE (>8105 

NEVADA 

Jonmyne R. Stevens 
05 Vine Street 
Reno. NV 89503 

NEW YORK 

Rochester - Gary Bennett 

127 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14007 
(716)461-0797 

TYoy - Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty St retd 
Trov, NY 121X0 
(518)272-2490 

Tiilly — Milton Bieber 

Stevens Road RD * 1 
Tally. NY 1342!) 

(315) 090-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews — 

Hank & Mary Fonda 

Route 1. Box 040B 
Andrews, NC 28901 
(704)321-4086 

Asheville - Jay Gertz 
120 Nigh Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 

Star - Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rl. 1, Box 78 A-l 
Star. NC 2735(5 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 7306!) 

( 405) 364-3555 

OREGON 

Corvallis — Lynn Cochrane 

744 NW 27l h 
Corvallis. OR 5)7330 
(503) 753-1 5486 

Eastern Oregon - Ric Bailey 

POB <505 

Joseph. OR 97846 

Eugene — Marcy Willow 

2551 Emerald Street 
Eugene. OR 97403 
( 593)342 7940 

Grants Pass — 

Steve Marsden 

6 1 (>t > Monument Drive 
Grants Pass. OR 97526 
(503) 474-025!) 

Poti land - Melinda Lee 

P< >1* 594 

Sherwood. < >U 5)7140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia — Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Road 
Gwynedd Valley. PA 15)437 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Kathy Glatz 

1*01* 1558 

Pine Ridge, SI) 57770 
(605) 867-5874 

TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 

107 South licllevue Drive 
Nashville. TN 37205 
(615)352-8716 

TEXAS 

Dallas/ Ft. Worth — 

Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln "201 
Garland. TX 75041 

Terlingua - 

Rio Grande Guides Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante - Robert Weed 

Calf Creek Box (50 
Escalante, UT 8472(5 


Logan - George Nickas 

37 1 E. 509 N : . 

Logan, I T 84321 

Moab — Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab, IT 84532 
(891 ) 2551-8353 

Park City - Judi Bell-Marcy 

POB 215!) 

Park Citv. UT 84000 
(801 ) 649-3520 

Salt Lake City - 
Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, t IT 84 126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station, VT 0515!) 

(802) 722-3178 

VIRGINIA 

Manassas — Lee Few 
7(510 Glcnoldcn Place 
Manassas, V A 22111 
(703)3(51-223!) 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rl. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Terry J. Harris 

198 North Adams Street 
Rockville. MI) 20850 
(301 ) 7(52-1312 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley. WV 2(5753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 
1 19!) B Fremont 
Stevens 1*1, WI 54481 
(715)344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715)344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
((508) 241-9420 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 
Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715)324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

1 13 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge. WI 53035 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance — 

Harry Longbaugh 
POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 8272!) 


EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 
The following people are coor- 
dinating t he development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF'! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest Serv- 
ice*, etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here, lfyou’d like 
to help with such stud: and 
comments, contact the S' Wil- 
derness Coordinator list I for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson, AZ 857 L7 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(91(5)343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 



NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 

230 W 7th Ave 
Chico. CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Baile'y 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 9784(5 

UTAH 

Spurs Jackson 

Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 

WASHINGTON 
Ric Bailey 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
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NOTICE TO UTAHANS! 

Every year the Utah Depart- 
ment of Wildlife Resources 
issues 2,500 Whistling Swan 
permits. Whether you are a 
hunter or not, it should be 
obvious that certain animals 
should not be hunted. There is 
no reason to kill a swan. They 
don’t even taste good! 

FOR LESS THAN $10 YOU 
CAN SAVE A SWAN’S LIFE 

For the cost of a small game 
license ( $8.00) and a $ 1 .00 filing 
fee, you can put in on the draw- 
ing which is held sometime 
around the third week of Aug- 
ust. Names are taken for 2 
weeks prior to the drawing. The 
exact date will be listed in the 
1984 Utah Hunting Proclama- 
tion. Remember, if you get one 
of the 2,500 permits and don’t 
hunt, that means there will he 
one less swan hunter out in the 
field! 


ECOLOGICAL VALUE OF KALMIOPSIS 


by Jeremy Kaplan 

( )ne oft Uf penalties of i an ecological 
education in that one lives in a 
world of wounds. 

— A Ido Leojmld 

Too often old growth forests are 
seen only in terms of board-feet per 
acre of timber and not considered 
as ecosystems worth preserving for 
reasons other than immediate 
profit. In Oregon 25 million acres of 
old-growth forest have been logged 
and 500, 000 acres remain. The 
majority of this forest is present as 
a single intact undisturbed roadless 
area which includes the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness Area. As an ecologist I 
am convinced that this entire area 
must remain undisturbed to serve 
both as a unique area for scientific 
inquiry and as a germplasm reserve, 
a bank of genetic diversity fof future 
generations. 

One of the few empirical laws 
discovered by the relatively new 
science of community ecology is 
known as the species-area relation 
(MacArthur and Wilson, 19(57. The 
Theory of Island Biogeography. 
Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, NJ). This law simply 
states that as the area of an island 


decreases, the number of species 
inhabitating the island decreases. 
This relation has been demon- 
strated on islands ranging in size 
from a few acres to continental 
scale, and has been shown to apply 
to plants, birds, mammals and rep- 
tiles. Islands of habitat are created 
when areas are set aside as wilder- 
ness or national parks surrounded 
by areas of commercial exploitation. 
The members of a species com- 
munity on an island are maintained 
through the processes of coloni- 
zation, extinction and evolution. 
Relative to colonization and extinc- 
tion, evolution of new species is 
very slow and probably is not signi- 
ficant in the observable processes 
responsible for the maintenance of 
species communities on the islands 
of habitat created when wilderness 
areas are designated. 

Species frequently become locally 
extinct within a habitat. A fire can 
drastically alter the species com- 
position of the burned area. Climatic 
fluctuations can make a part of a 
habitat no longer hospitable to 
species which it once supported. 
Following changes in habitat 
quality induced by events such as 
fire or climatic fluctuation, species 


can recolonize from neighboring 
areas in which refuges were avail- 
able. 

The old-growth forest in the Siski- 
you National Forest is at present a 
large island of habitat. As there is 
little old-growth forest remaining 
in Oregon, and as what remains 
outside the Siskiyou National For- 
est is mostly scattered in small 
patches, there are essentially no 
source areas for colonization by 
many of the species native to old- 
growth forest. Colonization is no 
longer a factor in the maintenance 
of the species community of the 
Siskiyou National Forest. The spe- 
cies community will be composed 
of those species which are able to 
escape extinction as the number of 
species declines toward equilibrium 
with the area of the island. If the 
area of this island is reduced there 
will be further loss of species. The 
most vulnerable species are those 
which are limited to old-growth 
forest and which are not efficient at 
dispersing through areas of urban, 
agricultural or silvicultural devel- 
opment, and those which are parti- 
cularly threatened with extinction 

continued on pg 14 
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LOXAHATCHEE DEFENDED 


Earth First! is not an anti-hunting 
group. Many of us are hunters. 
Some are hunting outfitters. Rut 
few would disagree that there are 
places where hunting should not 
take place or that there are many 
an imals that should not be hunted. 
The Lo.vahatchee National Wildlife 
Refuge in the Florida Everglades is 
one place where h unting should not 
be allowed.. . 

by Holly Jensen 

Loxahalehee National Wildlife 
Refuge is one oi l ho low nan nants of 
Florida's rapidly vanishing Ever- 
glades. In the not too distant past, 
this wetland extended from Lake 
< Ikeeehohee south ward to the pen- 
insula’s lip Like most wildlands, 
even t hose see mi nly under t he pro 
tool ion of I he Refuge Keen “at ion Act, 
thi' imparl of intrusion by agri- 
rullure, mining, conversion to 
l ilies, subdivisions and industry, 
and other human oriented altera 
lions has been lar-reaching. In a 
stale desperately lighting to main- 
tain some vestiges of Earth’s life 
sustainin'.! biota, the latest assault 
of opening the Loxahalehee Refuge 
to big game hunting met with 
strong resistance. Through a 
coalition of animal rights and 
ecological groups employing a 
variety of tactics, the exploiters 
were suddenly faced with an 
opposit ion capable of resisting. 

The Florida Lame and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission 
( Ft iFWFC ) in deference to requests 
In the Florida Wildlife Federation 
urged the F.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (F.S, FWS) to open the 
refuge to deer hunting in order to 
give south Florida's hunting 
resident's "increased recreational 
lands." Despite the hoinoeentrieity 
and the potentially irreparable 
biologic consequences, the F.S. 
FWS agreed. 

The hunt was to begin ( >clobcr2!l 
and continue through the follow- 
ing! wo consecutive weekends. ( tile 
hundred hunters per day would 
have been allowed into the area 
and an overall quota of 27 doer 
taken (not shot) was established. 
The deer population in Loxahalehee 
numbers :i()0-4()() individuals and 
has been stable for the past 22 


years without the “benefits” of 
management. 

Assaulted by agricultural devel- 
opment to the west and by the ever- 
expanding cities from Florida’s 
encroaching gold coast, Loxa 
hatchee provides an irreplaceable 
home for numerous species of wild- 
life. It supports some 25 species of 
wading birds and 22 species of 
migrating waterfowl. Additionally, 
the refuge is used by 24 species 
designated as either endangered, 
threatened, special concern, or 
under review for endangered/ 
threatened status. Of critical 
importance is the Florida panther 
which presently numbers approxi- 
mately 20. At a recent statewide 
symposium on nongame wildlife, 
the Ft IFWFC announced to the 
media and audience that no hunted 
species was presently endangered, 
thus attesting to the purported 
beneficial effects of wild life manage- 
ment. To the uninformed, such 
statements provide reassurance. To 
others, the fact that as an animal 
population declines it is moved 
from one category to another (game 
- threatened — endangered - 
extinct), in no way removes the 
burden of responsibility from those 
account able for the decrease. Hunt- 
ing and habitat destruction are 
unquestionably the two major fac- 
tors responsible for extinction. 
Certainly, animals do not cause 
their own extinction. 

In the particular case of the pan- 
ther. deer are an important food 
source. Decreasing this element in 
the ecosystem might negatively 
impact the cat s already precarious 
plight. How desperate must this 
animal's future become before its 
right for survival as a species 
counts against the hunters’ right 
for sport? 

With biologically impoverished 
human towns and cities rapidly 
replacing Florida's unique and 
varied subtropical habitat in order 
to accomodate its weekly influx of 
7000 new permanent residents, the 
state needed a Three Mile Island 
(TMl)ty poof issue on which to focus 
public attention on the overall 
destruction of the biota. Loxa- 
hatchee provided just such a case. 


Earth First!, Advocates for Moral 
Reevaluation of Animal Exploit- 
ation (AMRAE). People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
( PETA) and other groups coordin- 
ated a vigorous statewide educa- 
tional campaign in support of the 
refuge. In response. Governor Bob 
Graham's office was deluged with 
over 4500 calls, letters and or tele- 
grams supporting refuge preserva- 
tion. A lawsuit filed by the Humane 
Society oft he F.S. ( USDS )and other 
groups effectively blocked the first 
two weekends oft he hunt, alt hough 
it was later dismissed on a point of 
law, rather than on a legitimate 
issue of merit. The mass submission 
of hunting permits to the state- 
drawn lottery served to reduce the 
hunters’ numbers by 50"... The 
demonstration by 50 committed 
animal rights activists also hope- 
fully decreased hunter partici- 
pation and received statewide news 
coverage. In summation, only two 
deer were shot, both pregnant does 
killed by off-duty Ft iFWFC 
employees. 

Although engulfed with the 
happiness attending tiny successful 
life-affirming action, it is hoped 
that this campaign may provide 
ideas and impetus for others 
engaged in fighting similar destruc- 
tive actions. 


MISSOULA EARTH FIRST! 

PLANS 

RARE II SUIT FUNDRAISER 

The Missoula, Montana, group of 
Earth First! is making plans for a 
February fundraising party to 
benefit the EF! national RARE II 
lawsuit. The fundraiser will be held 
at Luke’s Bar in Missoula and will 
feature keg beer and live music. 
Contact Barb Steele (Rt. l,Box44K, 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 406-745- 
3212) for information. 

Barb also reports that, the Mis- 
soula group has had several meet- 
ings this winter and is organizing to 
watchdog Montana National For- 
ests to prevent destruction of 
roadless areas. She urges other EF! 
local groups to consider fundraisers 
to benefit both the local group and 
the national RARE II lawsuit. Barb 
would like to hear from other EF! 
groups to exchange ideas. 


NUKE DUMP 


FOREST PLANNING 
LETTERS NEEDED 

I )ear Friends 

As you know from Forest. Planning magazine, national forest 
planning is suffering from many problems. John Crowell has twice 
completely revised the planning process. Early forest plans showed a 
heavy bias toward timber; Crowell’s revisions will increase this bias. 
Reviews of plans by CHEC and other organizations have uncovered 
many substantive problems. 

To correct these problems, we have asked Representative Jim Weaver, 
who chairs the House Subcommittee on Mining, Forest Management, 
and the BI’A, to hold oversight hearings on forest planning. These 
hearings are more likely to be held if they have the interest o 1 other 
members of the Subcommittee. 

1 am writing to ask you to write a Subcommittee member from your 
state (see list below) to explain your concerns about forest planning. 
Among other things, you may want to mention: 

- Inadequate analyses of timber economics is resulting in 
forests which already lose millions of dollars on timber 
management planning to increase their timber harvests 
(see the September and October 1983 issues ol Forest 
Planning ); 

- Faulty yield tables on many forests lead to unsustainable 
levels of timber harvests but fail to reveal the impacts on 
nontimber resources (see the April 1983 issue of forest 
Ida lining): 

- John Crowell’s new “analysis standards" will.greatly exag- 
gerate the apparent cost of protecting wildlife and other 
resources (see the July 11)83 issue of Forest Planning). 

Your letter to a representative from your state will carry weight even 
if you an' not from that representative's district. You may also want to 
send a copy of your letter to the Subcommittee office at 1626 Longwi nth 
HOB. Washington. D.C. 20515. If you have any questions, feel free to 
write or give me a call. Your letter can make a big difference in forest 
planning. 

Yours truly. 

Randal O'Toole 


Jim Weaver ( Dreg.) 

Barbara Vucanovich (Nev.) 

John Seiberling (Ohio) 

Rav Kogovsek (Colo.) 

Nick Joe Rahall II (W.V.) 

Alan Mollolian (W.V.) 

Morris Udall (Ariz.) 

John McCain (Ariz.) 

James McNulty, .Jr. (Ariz.) 

House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515 


Post Office Bo.r 3479 
Eugene, Ore’gon, 97403 

Abraham Kazen, Jr. (Tex.) 
Manuel Lujan (N. Mex.) 
James Moody (Wis.) 

Dan Marriot (Utah) 

Don Young (Alaska) 
Austin Murphy (Pa.) 

Bill Emerson (Mo.) 
Beverly Byron (Mil.) 

Larry Craig (Idaho) 


ART FOR 1985 EARTH FIRST! CALENDAR 
We’re already thinking about the 1985 Earth First! Calendar and new 
dates and quotes are being compiled. If you have any suggested dates 
or quotes for it, please send them in. We also are soliciting original art 
for the ’85 calendar along the lines of that in the 1984 calendar. (Sorry, 
we can’t pay for art but we will give contributors half a dozen copies of 
the calendar.) Deadline for material is March 21, 1984. Send to: Earth 
First! 230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926 
Attn: Dave Foreman 


by Bob Phillips 

Major field work to site a nuclear 
waste dump in the Canyonlands is 
not imminent. It will probably he a 
couple of months before t hey try to 
drill another borehole. Our confu- 
sion arises from seveal sources: 
bureaucratic sloth in the Depart- 
ment of Energy, crazy inconsistency 
in the state government of Utah, 
and ignoranc e in the boondocks of 
Moab, Utah. 

The' next thing that DOE wants 
to do is to sink a 12-foot exploratory 
test shaft 3000 feet deep into eac h 
of three' different, media (basalt, tuff 
and salt). The sale site (for which 
Canyonlands is one choice) still has 
to be selected. The draft environ- 
mental assessment on this is due in 
April,, the final in September. The 
salt, site, chpjee will be .made be- 
t ween September and .January, and 
the shaft would not be started until 
April of 1985. 

Meanwhile, the state of Utah and 
the DOE are dickering over what 
other field work should be done 


this year. The DOE has stated they 
want to reenter 2 previous bore- 
holes, drill 2 new boreholes, set 2 
seismic lines, erect 4 meteorological 
towers and dig a trench by October 
of this year. The state doesn’t 
completely agree on what or where. 
Even if they agreed tomorrow, we 
would still have an indefinite wait 
- the portion of the above work 
covered by the EA issued in 1982 is 
still under appeal to the Interior 
Board of Land Appeals and the 
NEPA process on the rest has not 
been started. 

All the proposals and dates I have 
mentioned have changed every few 
weeks over the last year. Wo will 
keep you informed as things regress. 

I am sony for not replying to those 
of you who have written concerning 
"imminent” action - you will he 
notified when action is needed. 
Others who wish to participate in 
or support non-violent direct action 
should contact me, Bob Phillips, al 
P.O. Box 381, Moab, FT 84532 or 
801-259-8353. 





DEAR NED LUDD 

SMOKE IN THEIR EYES! 


Man; limes the object of an act of. 
ecotage is in disrupt or delay an 
netivily. A very useful tool in the 
monkey wrencher's bag of tricks is 
I lie smoke bomb or smoke grenade. 
A wide variet y < >f t hose are available 
to l he public with no legal restric- 
tions on their purchase. These 
devices are safe to use and offer the 
imaginat ive monkeywrencher 
many options for upsetting or 
complicating the activities of the 
groodhoadsand others who destroy 
or damage Mother Earth for fun 
and profit. 

While it is possible to make your 
own smoke bombs at home this is 
not recommended for two reasons: 

1 ) if you do it wrong the things 
won't work and 2) if you really do it 
wrong you may blow yourself up. A 
wide variety of smoke bombs and 
grenades are produced and can be 
bought by mail with no record or 
legal hassles. The commercially 
produced devices are safe for the 
. ii in expert to use and offer a variety 
of choices to the monkeywrencher 
depending on the planned use of 
the smoke bomb. 

These devices come in two basic- 
types. The first type is designed to 
be ignited by lighting the fuse. The 
second type of device is designed to 
function like a hand grenade. The 
user pulls a pin and the device self- 
ignites several seconds later. These 
devices generate very large 
amounts of smoke (anywhere from 
3.000 to 115.000 cubic feet), and 
will make smoke for up to ten 
minutes. These smoke bombs and 
grenades even come in a wide 
variety of colored smoke. White, 
grey, red, green, yellow and violet 
are t he available colors. To give you 
some idea of the quality of smoke 
produced, burning crude oil has a 
T< >P (Total t ibscuring Power) rating 
of 200. Some of these devices are 
rated as having a TOP of 2100. 

HOW TO USE THEM: 

The best way to make effective 
use ( if these devices is in the form of 
hoobytraps and ambushes. Both of 
these list's allow the monkey- 
wrencher to set up his ec-otage and 
lie safely away when the crap hits 
the fan. Examples: R.J. Hardhead 
calmly seats himself in the driver’s 
->'<11 of his ’dozer ready for another 
day of tree trashing. He is unaware 
of the fine piece of nylon fishing 
line running from his ‘dozer blade 
to the smoke grenade taped 
securely under the 'dozer. As R.J. 
starts up and lifts the blade, the 
grenade pin is pulled loose and the 
dozer and a very confused driver 
are swallowed in a large cloud of 
green smoke. After the smoke clears 
he and his buddies will waste even 
more time figuring out what 
happened. 

A Motorhead. ace crosscountry 
motorbike racer, surges into the lead 
at the 1!)<S4 Vegas-Barstow Race, 
lie doesn't notice the thin nylon 
line running from a firmly-planted 
stake to the pin on a smoke grenade 
taped to another stake a few yards 
away. As he and dozens of others 
yank the pins from these scattered 
grenades, clouds of multi-colored 
smoke fill the air forcing those 
behind them to stop short or risk 
kissing an unseen cactus or rock. 

The smoke bombs with fuses can 
he used as in the first example hut 
the fuse needs to be taped to a part 

Dago 12 EARTH FIRST! 


of the machine which gets hot 
enough to ignite the fuse (exhaust 
pipe or manifold). 

It is worth noting that these 
devices aren't cheap but when used 
well they're worth a lot. Besides 
after you've gotten R.J. and his 
buddies paranoid, think what a beer 
can painted the color of your smoke 
bombs and hooked-up to make 
them think it’s real will do. By the 
time they get the bomb squad out 
there to collect the evidence they’ll 
have wasted an hour or so. Then 
when they start up something else: 
POOF! goes the real one. Be 
creative. Rig the portqjohn door. Use 
them for early warning devices on 
protests to slow the bad guys down 
and to let the protesters know 
where they are. 

Keeping a couple of smoke 
grenades on hand to toss out the 
window while fleeting the scene of 
an act of ecotage might not be such 
a bad idea either. 

While I don’t know of anyplace to 
easily get teargas grenades, it should 
be mentioned that using them in 
the same way as the smoke bombs 
or in conjunction with smoke could 
only add to the degree of delay and 
confusion that the ecotage act 
causes. 

The use of smoke bombs and 
grenades offers a very easy and 
effective method of ecotage that 
presents a very small risk of injury 
to either man or machine. Other 
than inspiring panic and high blood 
pressure attacks, the smoke poses 
a small risk of hurting people. I 
doubt that they would do much 
more than blister the paint on most 
machinery. Care should be taken 
with these devices though. There is 
no point in saving a forest from the 
bulldozer by accidentally burning 
it down. A number of military 
training handbooks are available 
which outline the uses of these 
devices in detail. Check your local 
military surplus shop or a para- 
military mail order store for copies. 

— Motmcrmv 

INFORMATION SOURCES: 

Bill More Publications 
P.O. Box 1000 
Cottonwood, AZ 90320 

Paladin Press 
P.O. Box 1307 
Boulder, CO 80300 

SMOKE DEVICE SOURCES: 

Superior Signal Co., Inc. 

P.O. Box !)<i 
Spotswood, NJ 08884 

Yankee Manufacturing Co. 

59 Chase Street 
Beverly, MA (H915 

Aztec National Inc., Suite 341 
5365 Jimmy Carter Blvd. 
Norcross, GA 30093 

Phoenix Systems, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3339 
Evergreen, CO 80439 

DEAR NED LUDD'Ts , regular 
feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of 
effective resistance against the 
forces of industrial totalitar- 
ianism. Neither the Earth First! 
movement nor the staff of Earth 
First! necessarily encourage any- 
one to do any of the things discussed 
in DEAR NED LUDD. 

February 2, 1984 



COYOTE GETTER 


This handy tool can be used while 
browsing through the fox, bobcat, 
lynx, badger, beaver, cougar, coyote, 
muskrat, etc., coats at your “fav- 
orite” fur shop. 

The “coyote getter” consists of an 
inexpensive air brush modestly 
customized. Badger makes one for 
around $35 (model *350) including 
hose and bottles. An 1 1 oz. can of 
propellant runs about $4. 

Modify a cheap pair of gloves so 
you can conceal the brush and 
bottle, leaving a hole big enough for 
the spray tip to be exposed. Paint 
the tip the same color as the glove. 
Use tape or rubber bands to fasten 


the brush to your hand and wrist 
(put the brush in your palm and 
use your thumb to press t he trigger). 
Run the air hose up your arm and 
down to your coat pocket (the coat 
should have a hole cut for the hose). 
Fill the paint bottle (carried in your 
coat pocket) with your favorite 
flourescent dye or paint and hook 
up the hose to the propellant can. 

I don’t like to advocate the des- 
truction of private property, but if 
the dipshits wouldn’t buy the furs 
there would be no reason to kill the 
animals. 

- Happy Hunting 
Vincent Van Goodwrench 
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VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS 
FOR THE SERIOUS 
ECO-RAIDER 

PART 2 - FUEL SYSTEMS 

Most stock fuel systems can be 
classified as inadequate or poor for 
the serious eco-raider. The first 
problem is lack of capacity — 20 
gallons doesn’t go far in a h-ton 
truck so extra tanks are in order. 
You should at least be able to carry 
40 gallons in on-board fuel tanks. 
Most manufacturers have auxiliary 
fuel tanks as an option or they can 
be had from after-market dealers. 

Jeep cans are a good idea and are 
more mobile and transferable but 
mounting and space requirements 
make too many of them impractical 
and unsafe, but 3 or 4 five-gallon 
cans and .at least one on-board 
reserve tank would be ideal. If two 
auxiliary tanks are installed, mount 
them on separate sides of the truck 
in about the same location for 
balance. Use a brass tee so equal 
amounts of fuel will be drawn from 
both tanks at the same time. Always 
use locking gas caps for your own 
protection (hoe-hoe). 

Most vehicles have only one 
mechanical fuel pump and one 
small and usually hard-to-get-to fuel 
filter. By adding an electric fuel 
pump and an in-line filter for each 
tank, you can stop trouble (i.e., 
plugged filter or bad mechanical 
pump) when you can’t afford it 
(when you have to leave quick or 
“just can’t stop now”). Sec 
illustration. 

Everything needed to upgrade 
your fuel system can be bought at 
your friendly local auto parts store. 
It is a good idea to mount a small 
fire extinguisher in the cab of your 
truck. $20 is cheap insurance. 

- Happy Traits 
Mr. Good wrench 
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ON THE EDGE 


by The Head of Joaquin 

‘'Th<' Joe! is that my native land is 
prey to barbarism, that in it, men’s 
only God is their belly, that they 
live only for the present, and that 
the richer a man is, the holier he is 
held to be. ” 

- St. Jerome 

Those words were spoken over 
one a half thousand years ago; yet 
barbarism still flourishes in our 
technologically-advanced, “mod- 
ern” 20th Century society. It can be 
seen throughout the world; it can 
be seen right here in southern Utah. 

I saw its hideous effect in the glazed 
eyes of a coyote yesterday after- 
noon, a coyote hopelessly caught, in 
the wicked grasp of a steel-jawed 
trap. I hurried home to obtain the 
tools needed to extricate the animal, 
but wIkmi I returned an hour later, 

I he coyote had changed. 

lie was no longer alive. Mis face 
was as handsome in death as it had 
been in life just (it) minutes earlier. 
One very clean bullet hole pene- 
trated his skull just below the ear. 
Ilis eyes were wide open. And below 
his neck, every s<|iiarc inch of fur 
had been expertly removed, reveal 
mg the powerful muscles and 
tendons that had provided this 
creature such speed and grace. 

(live that trapper twenty bucks. 
1 leal h for lull and profit ... what are 
we coming to? Here in southern 
Utah, these (rappers have dis- 
covered that they can increase their 
profits by encircling the area's 
National Parks. The wildlife, pro- 
tected by an Act of ( 'engross, need 
only to step across that political 
boundary line, drawn up by politi- 
cians and bureaucrats in some far- 
away place called the District of 
( 'ohimbia, and they become targets 
and victims of these warped mental 
midgets. 

What can be done about it? We 
must remove the traps. We must 
steal tile traps and destroy them 
and make trapping "economically 
unfeasible." Profit is what they 
understand, and that ultimately is 
what we must destroy. 

First, don’t get caught. Use dis- 
cretion - the trapper mentality is 
frightening. I honestly believe these 
ereal ures would consider murder a 
fair penalty for trap-taking. So. 
remember these points: 

1. Work in pairs. When removing 
or destroying the trap, have your 
partner keep a close lookout. Bring 
binoculars. 

2. Avoid trap-taking on weekends. 
Most of these people have regular 
Monday-Friday jobs. They let the 
animals wait days in the trap, star- 
ving until the weekend, when the 
Great White Trapper can devote his 
time and pleasure to his “hobby.” 

Look for fresh tire tracks on 
roads near the search area. It might 
pay to follow these tracks just to 
avoid any surprises. 

4. Don’t save the trail as a souv- 
enir forcrissakes. Destroy it or bury 
it but don’t keep it. 

5. Don’t brag about your exploits. 
“The deed is everything, the glory 
nothing.” - Goethe 

The trapping season does not last 
all year. In Utah it starts in 
Decemberand runs through March. 
Generally you can contact the local 
wildlife officer for more specific 
dates. Sometimes, the wildlife 
officer will tell you which areas are 
being trapped since licenses must 
be obtained from him. Tell him you 


have a dog, that you intend to back- 
pack in and near a National Park 
and that you would like to avoid 
these traps for your dog’s sake. If he 
refuses, tell him it is your right to 
know as a citizen and owner of 
public lands. 

You may also obtain information 
from Park Rangers. Generally they 
abhor trapping, and if a trapping 
problem exists near their boundary, 
they will probably tell you. 

Once a trapping area has been 
defined, the traps themselves will 
either parallel a dirt road (usually 
within 100 feet of it — sometimes 
they are marked by engineers’ tape 
or other flagging along the road) or 
be in a dry wash near a dirt road. 
Trappers are lazy bastards - they 
hate to walk. Look for white chicken 
feathers hanging on a string from 
pinyon orjuniper trees. They scent 
the leathers, which lure animals to 
the trap. Often the trappers will cut 
juniper boughs and fashion a type 
of crude “run” or chute to channel 
1 lie victim to the trap. The traps are 
usually buried - don't step in them 
yourself. 

There is not hing more frustrating 
than to discover a trap and not have 
the equipment to remove it. A good 
pair of heavy duty pliers will prob- 
ably allow you to do the job. A small 
pair of bolt cutters however will 
allow the trap-taker to totally dis- 
member the steel monster. 

The most difficult sight a trap- 
taker may face is the wild eyes of a 
terrified animal already ensnared. 
Si unetimes with the help of a canvas 
tarp, it is possible for one person to 
coverand restrain the animal while 
the other frees him. Sometimes it is 
too late and we are faced with the 
agonizing reality of having to end 
this animal’s misery and pain. It 
will be one of the most gut- 
wrenching moments of your life. 

There is no room in civilized 
society for such acts of cruelty and 
barbarism. This is one issue that 
cannot be defended - there is no 
“other side to the coin.” Trapping 
must be stopped. 




NEMESIS NEWS NET 



SIERRA CLUB BACKS 
CLEAR CUTTING IN OREGON 

The Columbia Groupofthe Sierra 
Club in Portland, Oregon, has 
recommended a clear cutting plan 
near scenic Lost Lake in the Mount 
Hood National Forest. The Forest 
Service draft plan had suggested 
clear cutting alternatives ranging 
from 2.S to 0.4 million board feet. 
The* Sierra (Tub endorsed clear cut - 
ting of 0.4 million board feet of old 
growth timber. 

"Contrary to the perception in 
some circles, we are a very mod- 
erate. mainstream environmental 
group." Sierra Club media coordi- 
ator Michael D. Brown said. He 
furthi'r stated that the Sierra Club 
support for clear cutting the area 
was "an excellent example of how 
the Sierra Club works within the 
system and recognizes the realities 
of our timber economy.” 


GRIZZLY “ANGEL DUST” 
VICTIM 

Last summer, a young man was 
dragged from his tent at Hegben 
Lake- near Yellowstone National 
Park by a grizzly bear, lie was killed 
and eaten. It has now been revealed 
that that particular bear had been 
sedated at least 1 1 limes with anyet- 
dnst (PCP) by researchers.- Any 
survivor of the ’(id’s knows that 
angel dust is a bad trip. Even heavy 
acid heads (who had any sense) 
avoided the shit. Isn’t it about god- 
damned time that theGriz was just 
left alone? Not only have we shot 
and trapped them, developed their 
turf, but we are now blowing their 
minds with a violent drug so we can 
" understand" them. Maybe it’s time 
some researchers were given a few 
involuntary drug trips themselves 
so they can see what they’re doing 
to the bears. 

CHINESE APE-MEN 

Chinese biologist Liu Minzhuang 
has reported that mysterious ape- 
like creature's inhabit remote areas 
of central and southern China and 
that he and his colleagues have 
plenty of evidence to prove it. One 
was spotted last year in the Shon- 
nongjia Mountains by the team. It 
was tall and erect and covered with 
reddish brown fur. Liu also reported 
that theirfootprints measure as long 
as 1!) inches. Earth First! field 


■ irganizer Mike Roselle was reported 
io be making inn icdiale plans in 
visit China. 

AGENT ORANGE 
KILLS BRAZILIANS 
< HTicials of the Para ( Brazil ) Slate 
Agriculture Department say that up 
to 42 people died during 1980 and 
1982 from the use of a defoliant 
containing Agent ( (range by a con 
tractor slashing a power line cor 
ridor through the jungle. 

JAPAN’S REAGAN LI ES 
Japan’s new Minister of P d> 
Welfare'. Watanabe Ki-zo. s ri 
controversy soon alb : .begimii 
his new job when In said id. 
"smoking is good for one's be. It, 

( 1 In ■ sale of cigarettes is a go- 
eminent monopoly in Japan i- 
January ."> lie revealed his ne • 
colors once again at New Year’s 
gathering sponsored by the Japan 
N’lic'e-ir Power Industry Congress, 
in iron i o r 12!"! participants 
Watanab' said: “ Mtuosi :)tr of 
Japan's nuclear power plants are in 
Fukusbima. w here ! w as raised and 
where I'm !i\:ng Since 1 in vein 
healthy. ii -e. pi-, io me that the 
more nuclear power plants w 
build, the healthier our citizens w ill 
become, the longer they will live 
and the more successful the Minis 
try of Public Welfare w ill be. " 

It is said that reactions wore 
mixed. 



A WILDERNESS 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT 


by Bob Mueller 
If we are to lay a legal and polit- 
ical foundation for militant non- 
homoeentric environmentalism our 
philosophy must he incorporated 
in the body of legal literature and 
preferably in our most basic doc- 
ument, the U.S. Constitution. Con- 
sequently 1 propose that Earth First ! 
sponsor an amendment to the Con- 
stitution which would give legal 
standing to wilderness and natural 
areas in general as proposed some 
time ago by the late Justice William 
0. Douglas and which would once 
and for all withdraw them from the 
economic shadows. The amend- 
ment might read as follows: 

The rights to exist and to pro- 
tection of defacto wilderness 
and all natural areas and hab- 
itats deemed to be of signifi- 
cant ec-ologic importance are 
hereby recognized as inde- 
pendent of the monetary 
value of the resources of such 
areas and there can be no 
economic justification for 
their exploitation. No incur- 
sions upon or diminution T>f 
such lands or areas are to be 
permitted for any but the 
most pressing reasons such 
as national defense. The Con- 
gress shall have power to 
enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 

The brevity and generality of the 
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language is in the tradition of exist- 
ing amendments and invites the 
t i me-h< mured development ] in h-css 
in courts of law. 

Although some of us might desire 
stronger language than this we are 
limited by what is attainable in our 
time. On the other hand some may 
conclude that the amendment e'ci 
as it stands is so revolutionary rh.;: 
it wo :ld never be adopted. To them 
I say that events are now moving si 
rapidly • ■ iward ■». ; lroninental crisis 
than" ft : he most drama' k i op t - 
ct its w F -n) ui be forced toasst.. a , 
more . mu :Dm ■ n?. aoinule rows r • 
i .at ure. In any ease licumcndin<-n; 
has behind it the line. *,f logic a: 
environmental science since f ■< . . , 
them it is clear that as humanity is 
embedded in nature and not'abnve 
it, we can only benefit in the long 
run by placing nature - untram 
meled nature - first. 

We can regard the proposed 
amendment as a way-station 
toward a more enlightened view of 
nature in which every acre of the 
planet is accorded the same rev- 
erence as our most hallowed 
sanctuaries and institutional edi- 
fices, in which technology is sub- 
ordinate to nature, and in which 
there is a major effort to reclaim 
our degraded world for natural 
systems. 

Route 1. Box 250 
Staunton. Virginia 22401 
FIRST! February 2, IDS- 1 




by the Head of Joaquim 

Amigos. It is me again. I have 
sought refuge in the high country 
near Canyon Diablo to escape the 
•horrid stench of Moab which is 
currently buried beneath a brown 
cloud. Most valleys in the Rocky 
Mountain West are similarly pla- 
gued these days. Even the canyons 
of the Colorado River and its many 
tributaries are barely visible from 
atop the ( ) range Cliffs. Imagine, if it 
is possible, the Maze confronted 
with a Class III air quality alert. The 
weathermen say it is a temperature 
inversion - warm air trapping the 
cold air beneath it. The real problem 
is that there are too many of us. of 
course. Too many Atlas Minerals 
plants, too many gas-guzzling 4x4s. 
too many wood burning stoves ... 
What can be done? 

Well, let me tell you what is hap- 
pening. 

THE LATEST RUMORS 
ON THE DAMN 

This is not confirmed of course 
(who would be willing to do that?), 
but a highly reliable source has 
advised me that the “structural 
integrity" of Glen Canyon Damn was 
seriously weakened last summer. 
At one point, the damn faced im- 
minentfailure. As explained tome, 
the right spillway diverts water 
down an almost vertical 30-foot 
wide shaft from lake level to a point 
TOO feet below. At that joint in the 
spillway where the water flow 
changes from almost vertical to a 
course parallel with the river, in- 
credible forces cut through the con- 


crete sleeve and began eating the 
sandstone. At that rate of decay, it 
was entirely possible that the base 
of the canyon wall where it joins 
the damn’s concrete buttresses 
could have been breeched. It would 
not have been the end of Glen 
Canyon Damn - it would have 
merely been the end of Lake Foul. 
The river would have Rowed 
around the damn. 

Now, engineers are frantically 
making repairs to the spillways 
before next spring’s floods. The 
mountain snow packs are currently 
breaking depth records. It should 
be interesting. Keep cursing and 
praying, my friends. 

THE S.U.W.A. AND 
THE WILD WEED 

Another goddamned environ- 
mental group in southern Utah ? Say 
it ain't so. Well, normally I’d be the 
first to moan. But this one, this 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
deserves some attention. It operates 
out of Escalante and was organized 
by Grant -Johnson (of Paragonah), 
Clive Kincaid (Boulder) and Robert 
Weed (Calf Creek). Well, I don’t 
know these Johnson and Kincaid 
fellers, although anybody with a 
name like “Clive Kincaid” is OK in 
my book. But this Weed ... “the Wild 
Weed,” the Maniac as I like to call 
him, is a friend of mine (at last 
' report), and if I was a land raper 
living in Robert’s vicinity, I’d be 
worried. The man is dedicated and 
committed to the goal of preserving 
southern Utah’s remaining wild- 
lands. There are some of us who say 
he should Recommitted, but that is 
neither here nor there. I urge you, 
my friends, to write to the Southern 


Utah Wilderness Alliance and 
pledge your support. A membership 
fee of $10 is solicited, but any 
“reasonable contribution” will be 
accepted. The address is: 

Box 348 

Escalante, Utah 84720 

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS 

When I last put pen to* paper to 
rant and rave under this column 
heading, this head was concerned 
about the future of the Burr Trail, a 
magnificent stretch of dirt road in 
southern Utah. Local greedheads 
had requested federal funds to 
study the feasibility of paving and 
“improving” the Trail in order to 
further line the pockets of a few 
semi-millionaires. 

But the proposal died for now in 
a House committee reviewing the 
request. Thanks should go to 
Representative Sidney Yates (D-IL) 
who after reviewing the case recog- 
nized it for the pork barrel project 
that it is. Like I said, the project is 
dead — for now. It will no doubt 
reappear at a later date. We never 
really have the opportunity to 
“breathe easy,” do we? 

And some more good news (for 
now). Governor Matheson has 
ordered all state agencies to refuse 
to cooperate with DOE in that 
agency’s quest to install a high-level 
nuke dump 4000 feet from Canyon- 
lands National Park. Without 
needed state permits, the DOE is 
stymied from any further attempts 
at testing. However, Matheson took 
this step before and then reversed 
himself. Let’s hope he hangs tough 
this time. And let’s hope he runs for 
a third term. He is the only electable 
Democrat in the state of Utah right 
now. And Rep. Dan Marriott, “The 
Elmer Fudd of the Utah Congres- 
sional Delegation,”, is seriously 
considering running for the gover- 
norship himself. 

God help us all. 

J. EDGAR HOOVER IN MOAB 

Here’s a strange one. Represen- 
tatives of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation have made contact 
with local officials in Moab and Price 
in the last several weeks. They want 
to construct a 50,000-square-foot 
“intelligence gathering” center in 
one of those two communities and 
bring in up to 175 employees to 
staff it. Why would the FBI want to 
locate its Rocky Mountain intelli- 
gence gathering staff in this remote 
and isolated area? Could DOE’s 
nuke dump plans and security 
threats have anything to do with it? 

Think about it. 

THE LITTLE KINGFISH 
GETS STOMPED 

Every once in a while, justice is 
served. Previously, the name Calvin 
Black has appeared on these pages, 
if ever so darkly. He is the Com- 
missioner of San Juan County, 
Bishop Love to Monkey Wrench 
Gang afficiandos, a blatant, anti- 
environmentalist money-monger 
who will do anything for a dollar. In 
other words, he is a pillar of the 
Church and the Community. 

Last week Calvin Black, the “most 
powerful man in southern Utah,” 
petitioned the Blanding City 
Council for a liquor license, if you 
can believe that. OT Calvin wants 
to serve, the hard stuff (via mini- 
bottles of course; this is Utah) at 
his famous Elk Ridge Cafe in down- 
town Blanding, Utah. 

The request was denied. 

As you can imagine, Calvin was 
furious. He demanded a point by 
point explanation for the Council’s 
rationale in denying his request. 

That demand was also denied ... 


Kalmiopsis cont 

due to circumstances of ecological 
requirements and human distur- 
bance. 

Why is the preservation of species 
important? This question can be 
approached from both academic 
and economic perspectives, both of 
which are particularly relevant to 
this last great island of old-growth 
forest in Oregon. The Siskiyou 
National Forest is unique in having 
the world’s highest species diversity 
of coniferous trees. Twenty species 
of cone-bearing trees, including 
pines, spruces, firs, hemlocks and 
cedars are found in the same eco- 
system. Community ecology is a 
new science and the conditions 
allowing for such extremely high 
speciesdiversityarenot well under- 
stood. though tl\,e high diversity of 
the area is probably partly a result 
of the Siskiyou mountains forminga 
bridge between the Cascade range 
and the coastal mountains, and of 
the area having served as a refuge 
formally species in glacial times. 

This unique area should be pre- 
served for the study of the complex 
interactions between the many 
species of animals and plants which 
are members of the old-growth eco- 
system. Any reduction in size of the 
area is likely to result in the loss of 
species, loss of ecological complex- 
ity and loss of the opportunity for 
the deepening of ecological under- 
standing which can never be 
recreated once it is lost. No refor- 
estation effort can ever restore the 
ecological complexity found natur- 
ally in an old-growth forest. For the 
purposes of ecological science, too 
much old-growth forest has been 
logged in Oregon and the little that 
remains must be preserved. 

Preserving this area as a germ- 
plasm reserve, a bank of genetic- 
diversity, is important for economic 
as well as for scientific reasons. The 
breeding of agricultural and sil- 
vicultural crops for maximum yield 
results in a decrease in genetic- 
diversity, which creates the possi- 
bility that a disease or pest may 
have disastrous effects on a crop. A 
recent example of this is the 
Southern corn leaf blight epidemic 
of 1970, which caused losses at 
harvest as high as 50% n some 
states and 15% nation;.. h . The 
National Research Council appoin- 
ted a Committee on Genetic Vul- 
nerability of Major Crops to examine 
the epidemic. Their report contains 
the following statement: 

“Two points are clear: (a) vulner- 
ability stems from genetic uniform- 
ity; and (b) some American crops 
are on this basis highly vulnerable. 
This disturbing uniformity is not 


unanimously. 

At last report, Calvin Black was 
promising to hold his breath until 
the Council relented. Let us all hope 
that the City Council remains firm 
and Calvin keeps his word. 

Adios, Amigos. 
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due to chance alone. The forces 
that produced it are powerful and 
they are varied. They pose a severe 
dilemma for the sciences that 
society holds responsible for its 
agriculture. How can a society have 
the uniformity it demands without 
the hazards of epidemics to the 
crops that an expanding population 
must have?” (Op. cit., p. 25) 

The report of the National 
Research Council Committee on 
Germplasm Resources stresses that 

“Genetic diversity is fully as 
important for forestry breeding pro- 
grams as it is for agricultural crops 
...To prevent loss of the original 
genetic base, strategies for main- 
taining a reliable and varied genet ic 
reservoir for future improvement 
should be developed... Natural 
areas, national parks, and primitive 
and wilderness areas provide signi 
licant reservoirs of genetic diver 
si t x for forest ry . . . Special gene pool 
centers for forest genetic reserves 
should he established. They should 
be representative of gene pools in 
areas where consumptive forestry 
isorw ill be practiced or where other 
pressures threaten the 'diversity. 
They should be large enough to 
contain the full range of biological 
and environmental diversity, to per- 
mit mass seed collections, and to 
minimize the hazard of contamin- 
ation by foreign pollen." (Op. cit., 
pp. 31-33) 

How large does such a forest 
genetic reserve need to be to main- 
tain genetic diversity within eco- 
nomically important forest tree 
species? The forces maintaining 
genetic diversity in natural popula- 
tions are only beginning to be 
understood, and there are very few 
data on the genetic variation in 
natural populations of outcrossing 
plants. Among coniferous trees, 
pollen can be blown hundreds of 
miles. The full range of environ- 
mental diversity originally experi- 
enced by native coniferous species 
has been greatly reduced as most of 
the old-growth forest in the North- 
west has been logged. The old- 
growth forest of the. Siskiyou 
National Forest may be adequate 
or it may be not be. The rate of 
commercial exploitation has fat- 
outrun the rate of scientific inves- 
tigation, to the point where further 
exploitation jeopardizes the possi- 
bility of ever knowing how to 
properly manage the forests of 
America in accordance with ecolo- 
gical principles. The further des- 
truction of this great island of 
undisturbed intact old-growth 
habitat, must be prevented. 

Jeremiah Kapla n is an ecologist at 
the University of Colorado, Boulder. 


For Sale — Idaho Wilderness Land 

15 acres in uninhabited valley in 
the Central Idaho Mountains. Year- 
round stream, part forested, part 
open meadow with southern expo- 
sure. Primitive road dead-ends at 
property boundary. Bordered on 
three sides by roadless National 
Forest land. Area Is major winter 
range for bighorn and elk. Within 
five miles of River of No Return 
Wilderness, largest designated wil- 
derness in Lower 48. Near the Sal- 
mon River and hot springs. 

Terms: part cash, assume existing 
mortgage. For details contact: POB 
36386, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505)266-5426. 


DBAS HORSES ASSES I cooes invades Shenandoah valley 


(An Open Letter from 
The Grouch) 

I ain’t writ nothin’ in this rag for a 
while but now 1 can’t stand it any 
longer. What with all this hoopla 
about violence and non-violence, 
wrenchin’ and not wrenchin’, and 
all this crap about identity and how 
we might appear to others; shit, 
next thing ya know somebody will 
try to prescribe some kind of Earth 
First! standard for us all to conform 
to. 

I love ya’ll dearly, but I don’t think 
1 ever seen such a collection of crazy 
bullshit as in these pages. There’s 
some that’ll damn ya for havin’ a 
baby and then another’ll damn ya 
Ibr havin’an abortion. Somo’ll damn 
ya for drivin’ a car and ratin' a pork 
chop. There’s a guy that would 
rather be a hammer than a nail, and 
somehi >dy else is out talkin’ ta tret's 
and translatin’ for the rest of us. 
There’s another person prayin’ for 
an atomic war to t hin out the? popu- 
lation and somebody contemplatin’ 
t heir navel, wait ing for times to get 
bet ter while somebody else is mut- 
terin’about . the good old days when 
humanity was ruled by a matriarky 
(is that how you spell it.?). Then 
there is a few miserable wretches 
wonderin’ and worryin’ about our 
public imago. (If you want to know 
what that’s like, I’ll tell ya: PISS- 
POOR, in cases where we have an 
image at all. We ain’t regarded much 
better than a tiny fringe of un- 
washed, fanatical hippies, even 
though some of us are wearin’ ties 
and are pretty much indistinguish- 
able from the nintrods in corporate 
and government society.) 

And all of you are whinin’ and 
ringin’ yer hands. “Oh, what are we 
gonna be? We should be this and we 
should be that!” And all this is good 
fun, but the fact is that you might 
change somebody with yer whinin’ 
and then you might not. Mostly 
we’re all going to be what we are. 
Long its everyone realizes that all 
they are figgurin’ out is what they 
alone are going to be, the whinin’ is 
just fine. Once somebody figures it 
out they can go about their business 
until they decide to do something 
with someone else. Whenever two 
or more people decide to do some- 
thing together they become some 
kind of organization whether they 
like it or not. The people that decide 
to join together to go out and be 
non-violent are studying up on it so 
they know what to do together. 
Someone else that decides to go out 
and do a little wrenchin’ with some 
buddies bet ter make sure that he or 
she and all them buddies are 
straight about it or they could feel a 
pinch. (And don’t mix wrenchin’ 
with non-violence or everybody 
feels the pinch!) Those havin’ babies 
should figure out what to do, and so 
on and so forth. 

If ya don’t know what yer doin’, 
hold off! Maybe ask somebody or sit 
down and read a book or something. 
When you figure it out then don’t 
worry about the next guy that don’t 
see it quite the same as you. For 
instance, if it is your thing to con- 
serve on resources then conserve 
and conserve! That’ll buy Mother 
Earth and this miserable human 
race a little time. Don’t worry about 
others too much. Most of ’em won’t 
conserve near as much as you and 
you’ll just get your nose out of joint 
thinkin’ about it. Plus, they’ll be 
others that’ll out conserve ya and 
you won’t suit their taste either. 


A good example of how different 
people can be is the story of Chuck 
and his 99% Fungo Theory. I got 
this friend who’ll out conserve just 
about anybody you’ve ever known. 
This guy loves the Earth probably 
more than of Ed Abbey. Chuck was 
disturbed by the fact that man is no 
longer a contributing part of the 
ecosystems so he decided that he 
must live with an absolute mini- 
mum of impact. He has had to 
examine everything he does as to 
the strain that it puts on Earth: 
Chuck ain’t plannin’ on havin’ any 
kids. Chuck don’t buy new clothes 
but gets second hand things. One 
time he found several shirts and 
pants in an old shack when he was 
wandering through the desert. He 
never buys any stationery either. If 
you’re lucky enough to get a letter 
from him it’ll be written with tiny 
writin’ that completely covers both 
sides of some scrap of paper he 
found. Chuck cooks very little 
because it takes precious energy 
and resources. He eats mostly 
grains, nuts, and fruit and raw 
vegetables. He carries a mixture of 
nuts and etc. around with him in a 
pouch. His mother tried it once and 
said, “Ish! That’s bad!” So Chuck 
calls it “Ish.” If Chuck comes by for 
a visit he’ll offer you some Ish and 
eat your meat and potatoes dinner 
cause it’s a special occasion and all, 
but he won’t approve much of such 
high livin’. When it comes time to 
turn in he won’t take yer couch or 
yer floor. He’ll take his little bedroll 
and insist on goin’ out in yer yard 
and lyin’ in the dirt. “Don’t want to 
get too soft,” he says. Chuck is a 
little wasteful of water, however. 
He bathes twice a week on Satur- 
days and Wednesdays. 

Chuck was a real egg-head, usta 
go to college. Now his objective is to 
study and learn all he can of the 
plants and the rocks and critters 
which he loves so much and to live 
in loving harmony with the people 
he meets. Though he loves indivi- 
duals, he perceives humanity as a 
big fungus spreading over the Earth. 
Despite all of our knowledge, liter- 
ature, science and art, when all is 
said and done, he feels that we still 
consume and spread over the Earth 
with no more insight or restraint 
than the simplest fungus. On the 
individual level, 99% of us humans 
react to our impulses and desires 
with little thought about the con- 
sequences to the Earth and her 
other life forms, hence his “99% 
Fungo Theory.” I can’t exactly 
disagree with him either. Hell, most 
of us are so busy worrying about 
what other people think, or worryin’ 
about satisfying our egos, stomachs, 
and penises (or what have you), 
that we don’t take time to stop and 
look and love what is, and take joy 
in the simplest natural beauty that 
surrounds us. The Fungos are layin’ 
waste to the earth, and while we 
“enlightened” like to point the 
finger, we too have to admit that 
there is a little Fungo in all of us. 
Chuck no doubt sees me as some- 
what of a Fungo. I try not to be 
wasteful, but I don’t choose to sleep 
in the dirt and eat Ish most of the 
time. And no doubt there is some- 
one who sees Chuck as a Fungo for 
some reasons or other. I suppose 
that we all have to admit our Fungo- 
hood to some extent. The important 
thing is that we try to improve. 

So relax! All o’us pissers and 
moaners are on the track at least. 


R.F. Mueller 

It was a shock for us when in 
1 979 the Adolph Goors Company — 
yes the very sponsor of Watt, 
Burford and Company - slouched 
into this beautiful valley with plans 
to build a large brewery. In line 
with its policy of exploiting public- 
lands, Coors decided to build their 
monstrosity within a mile of 
Shenandoah National Park and 
within a few miles of its 80,000 acre 
designated wilderness. In the 
process they would also preempt 
nearly a square; mile of fertile valley 
land. This fondness for scenic- 
backdrops unfortunately can’t be 
reciprocated since the plant itself 
would be a ten on the eyesore scale 
with thirty acres under roof in a 
harshly angular sprawl of “New 
•Jersey Modern,” all topped by a 475 
ft. smokestack. This would waft 
hundreds of tons per year of visible 
and invisible pollutants over 
downwind park land already 
plagued by acid rain and ozone. The 
discharge of treated “suds” water 
would be into the South Fork of the 
Shenandoah, a stream considered 
for scenic river status. 

In addition to its immediate visual 
and chemical pollution the Coors 
plant would impact the Valley in 
numerous secondary ways. Since it 
would haye more than 1500 
employees, .additional residential 
and commercial development - 
some near the Park - would result 
in an area noted for its agricultural 
beauty. Pollutants from the addi- 
tional traffic would also stress the 
Park air which is now required to 
meet Class I clean air standards. 

When the Coors people appeared 
before the Rockingham County 
Board of Supervisors in rezoning 
hearings they stressed the 
company’s environmental record. 
Of course this was before their 
connections with Watt, Burford and 
Co. were known here. However 
Coors need not have been con- 
cerned about the Supervisors 
because approval of the brewery 
was foreordained in this state where 
industry comes first and where the 
governor himself lobbied them even 
before anything of the impact of the 
plant was known. Vet citizens at 
the hearings spoke in opposition by 
more than two to one and even the 
conservative Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion stood against it. 

Environmental sell-outs here are 
nothing new. The same county 
supervisors and the city fathers of 
the county seat, Harrisonburg, have 
long collaborated to obliterate the 
beautiful valley setting of that city 
with garish strip zoning and 


We are a bunch of anarchists and 
will continue to be (and will con- 
tinue to piss and moan). We like it 
that way. (If you don’t like it, sit on 
it!) It’s probably too goddamn late 
anyway. We’re headed for hell-on- 
earth in this barbed wire canoe we 
call “technology” unless maybe we 
can send about % of the Fungo 
population of this planet out into 
space real quick. But then I pity 
whatever’s out in space. We’ll have 
to protect it from the Space Fungos. 
It’ll be “Earth First and Space 
Second!” Remember, you heard it 
here first — the new consciousness, 
“Space Second!” 

Well, that’s about it fer now, ex- 
cept what I said before I’ll say again : 
WYIZZERZOMENNIMORORZIZA- 
ZIZZANZERIZORZIZ? 



rampant commercialism to create a 
minor Chicago of unsightliness. 

At a second hearing in 1980 
Robert R. Jacobsen, Shenandoah 
National Park superintendent, 
expressed grave concern about 
Coors, chiefly because of sulfur and 
ozone. However, recently he pro- 
fessed himself “very satisfied” with 
the results of negotiations which 
resulted in scaling dowi the plant 
and in other modifications- that 
would qdd a margin of safety to 
meet Class I air standards. However 
he does retain concerns about long 
term ecological damage to the Park. 

Although Mr. Jacobsen appears 
to be adedicated park administrator 
we should place the “satisfactory” 
status of the Coors proposal in the 
perspective of his superiors in the 
Reagan Administration. It should 
be noted that most EPA modeling 
and other studies of the impact of 
this plant took place under Anne 
Burford and with Watt at Interior. 
Also the tall smokestack is designed 
not to eliminate pollutants hut to 
send them sailing over the Park - 
in Park air! Surely this air, and in 
particular that over the wilderness, 
should not be a conduit of pollu- 
tants even if no fallout occurs on 
park land, as the strategy envisions. 
Surely hawks and eagles have a 
right to clean air to fly in! And even 
a 475 ft stack may result in ground 
level pollution on the ridges which 
rise thousands of feet in the Park. 

The proposed Coors industrial 
complex is practically unique in its 
proximity to wilderness parkland. 
As such it should have aroused the 
ire of every conservationist in the 
country. It should have been 
opposed from the start by national 
groups since once in operation it 
will be difficult to shut down 
because of the jobs involved. Now, 
however, because the plant 
received its federal permits during 
the tenures of Burford and Watt, 
the whole issue should Ire reopened 
and the data which led to the 
permits reexamined. T<xiay only the 
economy and low sales of the C oors 


product keep the plant out of the 
valley. Environmentalists every- 
where should renew the effort to 
ensure it stays out. 

- R. F. Mueller 
Route 1, Box 2o<> 
Staunton, Virginia 24201 
December 8. 1082 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

• Don’t buy or drink Coors. 

• Tell bartenders, etc., why you 
don’t drink Coors. 

• Tell your friends why they 
shouldn’t drink Coors. 

• Get “Boycott Coors” bumper- 
stickers and silent agitators from 
Earth First! and use them. 

• Write Joe and Bill Coors. 
Adolph Coors Co., Golden, CO 
80401 and tell them why you are 
boycotting their beer. 


BOYCOTT 

COORS 

• Bumperstickers $1 postpaid, 

• Silent Agitators, ten for SI .2.7 
postpaid. See Order Form in bar . 
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SETZER CREEK SPRAY ACTION 


by Bobcat 

I Hit ttnirii / to/ in -hi III. WSJ. Id 
fi “it! i im r s/imiil mil in n brnsli- 
I a hi. '.’it ml i hi) there so the him/ 
n imlil it'l In s/irn iii'il. irntr/i ini/ the 
In f/rii./ilrri/ti < ir mss I lir little nil let/ 
nnil m rr nnr lirnils. /irtu/i in/ mul 
si in/i in/. l'ri I ini/ In ill I /iinrrrlrss n ml 
/mill i ml. Iiii/iin/i ire ircre til Irnst 
iliiin/l some f/i a nl : n/i/irr Seizin' 
i i t 1 1, il ru i ntn/e . . 1 ren/ lioin/er Dis- 
Iriel. Si. .Ine Xntiinntl Forest. Iihihn 
/ 'n n In i mill ’. 

When some of us were scouting 
lot the annual Rainbow Gathering 
site, we hml heard that the Forest 
Sen ice planned to spray Lida acres 
in North Idaho with the herbicide 
2. 1 It as the beginning of a liO.OOO- 
aere spray project. Consulting with 
local people who had been fighting 
this plan since lbTS. we decided 
dial this might be our chance to 
take some positive action. Like 
people had done elsewhere with 
success, we could offer to Cllt the 
''rush by hand as an alternative to 
poisi m sprat. 

I titl ing the Rainbow Gathering in 
early -Inly, we spread word of this 
at lion, and the generous contribu- 
tions from many people helped :>() 
of us get together the necessary 
vehicles, supplies and tools. With 
short not ice of the impending spray, 
we drove dot i miles north in a strag- 
gling caravan and. despite rumors 
.if an information leak, found that 
die road to the spray site (leading 
through Forest Service housing) 
was neither blocked nor marked 
dosed. We wanted to he on the spray 
site when we first began talking 
w itli the Rangers. 

The next morning. July lltli, 
Mickey. Don. Dharmika and I drove 
back down the hill to rendezvous 
w ith some local people and talk to 
the District Ranger. Denis Hart. 
When we first came to his house at 
the Ranger Station, no one was 
there, hut he pulled up soon after- 
ward with two armed plain-clothes 
men. Things were slightly tensefthe 
plain-clothes men did not feel like 
telling ns their names ). but we tried 
to keep it all as friendly as possible 
and tell them what we wanted to 
do. 

We explained that we really did 
not want them to spray poison on 
the forest and into the watershed 
where a lot of plants and animals 
would die or receive genetic 
damage. We told them there was a 
w av to grow trees that did not hurt 
oihers. and that we had already 
begun clearing the brush by hand 
>o that there would be no reason to 
-pray. Wesaid that we wanted to let 
them know that we were doing this, 
and hoped that they would not 
-pray and would cooperate by let- 
ting us finish the job. 

There followed a long talk, a good 
talk, with Denis Hart about the pros 
and cons of spraying herbicide. 
However, his position remained 
linn: if we cut the brush, it would 
ju-i sprout back thicker, so they 
would go ahead and spray. 

Talks like this get real circular 
alter a w hile, and frustrating. One 
of us would pour out our heart to 
him. then allot her would come at it 
from the forestry angle, or the 
ecology angle, or the toxicology 
angle (doing the best that we could 
to remember what we had read or 
heard from people who knew a kit 
more than us novices), but always 
the same response. Talking with the 
"opposit ion ” was a great way for us 
to really learn about the complexity 
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of t lie issues. 

We left saying that we hoped he 
changed his mind, that we were 
going to continue cutting and that 
w e were open to talking more with 
him and others at any time. 

Back up at the site, we found the 
crew somewhat discouraged, but 
still going for it. The brush was 
really tall and thick on very steep 
slopes... vine maple and ceanotluis 
up to 14 feet. We had known this 
before, but it was slow-going with 
machetes, brushhooks, and the one 
little chainsaw that we had. We 
found some old. small test-spray 
sites, one appropriately labeled with 
a sign posted on a spray-killed fir. 
Sprouting right next to it was a 



healthy young willow but dead 
honeybees were lying on the 
ground. 

The next day, Monday around 
noon, the brush-cutting crews had 
just come in for a break from the 
intense heat and were bathing 
naked in the little creek. Right then 
some trucks pulled up. In one were 
Shoshone County Sheriffs with 
automatic weapons. In another 
were the Forest Service plain- 
clothes men, Denis Hart (District 
Ranger), and Ralph Kizer (Super- 
visor of the Idaho Panhandle 
National Forests). Apparently this 
was a big event. Ralph Kizer read us 
an order, signed by him, declaring 
the area we were in officially closed 
to the public, and stating that we 
would be cited for trespass and 
arrested if we remained after eight 
o'clock that evening... tomorrow 
was spray-day. 

Nobody was happy to hear this, 
and some local folks who had come 
up to be with us began loudly telling 
the Forest Service people that they 
bad no right to poison the water- 
shed, etc. At one point Ralph Kizer 
pulled a local aside, threateningly 
saving, "I know you’re the one 
behind all this.” 

In this tense crowd I somehow 
had the nerve to call for a circle to 
pray for guidance towards a right 
solution to this problem. Close 
friends spread out to join hands 
with strangers, until there we 
were... Forest Supervisor, District 
Ranger, Shoshone County Sheriffs, 
angry local people and a few 
actually naked hippies... standing 
together holding hands in a circle 
on a hot July afternoon. We prayed 
and shared silence and songs. 

The Earth is our Mother, 

we must take good care of her 
The Earth is our Mother, 

we must take good care of her 
Please, don’t die in a polluted land 
Please, come alive in a sacred land! 

February 2, 1984 


Great Spir it . there must be a way 
to grow trees without spreading 
poison on the ground. 

For the sake of all our 

relations on this planet, help 
us see that way clearly now 
together. 

The circle closed with everyone 
raising their hands up together and 
some of us murmuring, “Thanks and 
Praise." With nothing else to do, 
with nothing more to say, the gov- 
ernment people wandered slowly 
to their trucks and drove' off with 
different expressions on their faces 
than when they first pulled in. 

After they left wecounciled. The 
people who did not want to get 
arrested (what they had come to do 



was cut brush) got ready to leave. 
We arranged for one of us to talk 
wilh Forest Service again and offer 
them another meeting that evening 
over coffee at the site. The mess- 
enger was to return with them so 
we would know that they came to 
talk, not to arrest us. 

We also took down our camp by 
t he road and moved it up one of the 
slopes, hiding it in the brush and 
I roes close to one of the spray sites. 

At the evening meeting time, one 
Forest Service rig came up the road 
to the old campsite. Hiding in the 
bushes and waiting for a signal to 
come talk, we watched while they 
tossed Ernie, our big coffee pot, 
down the hill to oblivion. Picking 
up a long stick which had been in 
the process of being carved into a 
serv ing spoon for our big stew pot, 
one of them said, “Look, they were 
making a club to get us with,” as he 
broke it over his knee. So much for 
negotiations. 

Spray 1 )ay: At first light one of us 
woke up from sleeping (wedged 
against brush to keep from sliding 
downhill) and said that we’d better 
get out on those slopes now before 
they started to spray. He headed 
out to the farthest site and ended 
up being t he one of us who act ually 
did get sprayed. Standing alone on 
the far site waving his shirt in the 
middle of the brushfield did not 
stop the helicopter pilot from dump- 
ing the 2, 4-D on the site and on him 
(alt hough we did not find out about 
this until weeks later). 

Most of us got up a little later, in 
time to hear pepole running back 
down the road calling, “The first 
site is being sprayed!” We scrambled 
up to the other site close above us. 
We did not know the exact location 
of the 25 targeted acres within the 
unit, so 15 people spread out in the 
early morning light trying to cover 
the whole 80-acre unit... brush 
thick to the ridgeline. 

We watched helplessly as the 


helicopter made trip after trip (more 
than we wanted to count) back and 
forth from the far spray site to the 
landing pad for more poison. Above 
us were also two small planes. We 
hoped one had press people and 
photographers in it but found out 
later that they were government 
spotter planes keeping track of us. 
Eight more spotters were also 
across the ridge looking on. For a 
while, the helicopter would rise up 
from the landing pad (out of sight 
behind the ridge) and then instead 
of heading straight down-canyon 
would buzz low over us as if to 
spray, coming closer and closer each 
time, before it went on down the 
ridge to the other site being sprayed. 

By noon it was quiet again on the 
mountain. People slowly came 
down off the hillside, met and 
hugged, were sorry and angry and 
somehow feeling strong. At least 
we had saved this 25 acres, but 
what next .’ 

Later on Arjuna drove up the hill 
with news. There had Iveen a gov 
eminent blockade at the bottom of 
the road, with 20 armed Forest 
Service marshalls and local Sheriffs. 
Many local folks were there sup 
porting us. including nine t’oeur 
d'Alene Indian people and elders, 
whose traditional huckleberry 
.grounds the Forest Service had 
previously said they would not 
spray. 

A couple of Hoedail brush field 
surveyors front Oregon were there 
too, sharing information about the 
questionable effectiveness of 
herbicides. The feeling in this crowd 
was strong, and they had blocked 
the blockade by keeping the Forest 
Service vehicles from moving for 
about 45 minutes during the 
spraying. 

Then the letdown... we learned 
that instead of spraying where we 
were standing, the Forest Service 
had simply sprayed double the 
acreage at the other site. Acreage 
specified in the Environmental 
Assessment to be only burned 
before planting was sprayed as well. 
No victory now at all then... just 
games with people who have the 
power to change their own 
approved plans and get that poison 
on the ground somewhere, even if 
not where they said they would. 

As we were talking, clouds came 
in and a few light drops of rain 
began to fall (Nature’s cleansing 
reponse?). They could not spray 
more with rains coming, so we 
headed down the mountain to find 
out if they were through spraying 
for sure. We had forgotten all about 
getting arrested (and never were), 
so we met that rainy night in the 
only place open in Avery, the little 
bar with local “rednecks” and 
loggers and pool tables. All seemed 
pretty glad to see us, despite our 
fears, and who was sitting at one of 
the tables with his silviculturist? 
Denis Hart. I sort of shuddered 
inside and was well on the way to 
avoiding him totally when Arjuna 
reminded me, “Hey, Bobcat, didn’t 
you want to talk to him about some- 
thing?” Yeah, I had to ask him about 
future spray plans, so I sat down, 
and he began to talk, truly from his 
heart, about what had just 
happened. 

When he was younger, in the 
fifties, long before Vietnam and 
Agent Orange, he and his buddies 
had hand-sprayed 2, 4-D for the 
Forest Serivce and joked around 
with it, even spraying it in each 
other’s ears. No one had ever gotten 
sick, so he couldn’t really believe it 
was such a bad poison. He also 


believed it was the only practical 
way to clear those slopes so they 
could plant trees. He said that ho 
was appreciative of our spirit of 
non-confrontation, and he really 
wanted to understand where we 
were coming from, and for us to 
hear him. 

He also asked with concern about 
whether any of us had gotten 
sprayed. We mistakenly told him 
that no one had been. We thought 
that our early-rising friend had just 
split to avoid being hassled (which 
was true) and did not find out until 
weeks later that he had been 
sprayed and was only then recov- 
ering. Perhaps the ranger's “con- 
cern" was fear of a lawsuit. 

The line between paranoia and 
realism is hard to draw... and no 
easier for him than for us. lie said 
that he was scared that Sunday 
will'll we first came to see him. Ilis 
wifeatld children were in I lie house, 
and he didn’t know who we were, 
or what kind of intimidation we 
might be up to. 

Anyway, the talk went on for 
hours, with Don. I 'harmika. Mickey. 
Larry and others coming in and out 
like tag team w restlers. Me were 
trying hard to reach those two 
people, feeling that now was the 
one lime w hen we really might Li- 
able to touch their hearts. All the 
frustrat ion and slrengl h from w4i.nl 
we had lost and won that morning 
came through that night with the 
demising rain. 

The days dial follow ed were ones 
of mixed emotions. Me got good 
responses to our action from many 
individual people, but disappoint ing 
press coverage. The w ife of a gypo 
logger w ho had been spray ed told 
us how they dare not speak out for 
fear of losing their coni rai l s. Some 
Forest Service workers from the 
next District told how they had 
cheered its on w hile listening to it 
all happen over the CB radio that 
day, and warned us of a possible 
unannounced spray to come. 

Whet her our act inn really had an 
effect on stopping the spray did not 
become clear to us until months 
later. In November, underpressure 
from a lawsuit by Citizens for 
Environmental Quality, the Forest 
Service withdrew its follow-up 
spray program for the Avery Dis- 
trict, and then ill the spring dropped 
the entire spray plan for North 
Idaho. 

Our action probably helped the 
bureaucrats understand that there 
were people strongly concerned 
with bringing the inadequacies of 
their proposals and practices to 
public attention. Not only was their 
Environmental Impact Statement 
faulty on economic and ecological 
grounds, but their handling of the 
toxic herbicide itself was careless 
enough for one of their employees 
to show a large amount of 2,4-1) in a 
post-spray urinalysis. 

-Just as lawyers, economists and 
biologists are needed to uncover 
incompetence, demonstrators are 
needed to focus public awareness, 
and just plain people are needed to 
touch the hearts of those caught in 
mistakes so that they can change. 

This last connection was most 
important and satisfying to us. At 
the next Rainbow Gathering in Nor- 
thern California (July 1-7, 1984), 
we’ll come toget her again with like- 
minded folks to share dreams and 
plans for action. Hope to see you 
there! It’ll be a big Gathering, and 
we need some big ideas to move on 
into action with in 1984. It feels 
good to stand on the Earth and 
take responsibility for Life. 


WILDERNESS AND WILDLIFE 

by Tom Stoddard killing delivers the final blow to 

many species on the knife edge of 
Editors Note: Tom Stoddard is a extinction and must be dealt with 

popular prize-winning researcher radically and harshly. 
and author of jazz literature. He The actions I advocate to elimin- 
has authored many articles ami ate vanity killing range from legal 

two books on the subject. His book, non-violent to illegal violent. I 

Pops Foster the Autobiography of a support and encourage efforts at 

New Orleans Jazzman (UC Press), picketing, boycotts, letter writing, 

won the ASCAP award. Tmi is also parades, pleading with elected 

a former Vice President of Wells officials and setting aside private 

Fargo Bank and is mm an inde- an( | public wildlife refuges. I also 

pendent busirwssnuin and investor. believe that the time has come 

Several years ago , Ibm began when these efforts art' not enough. 

writing a series of essays <m various V Ve must now seek illegal means to 

subjects to hisjour children (.Jana, stop the massacre of wildlife. VVe 

Hilary, Ant iyarwand Marcus). The m „ s t poach the poacher. 

one on wililernuss ami wihllife is 


gatherers and collectors of scarce wildlife. If this demand was not 

and endangered wildlife should also there neither would lx? the rapers 

be stopped but with less stringent and ravagers. However, the vanity 

means. These means could still be users would rarely, if ever, pursue 

illegal, for example, following a their desires if they had to do the 

trapper along his trap line and dirty and messy work of the hunter, 

stealing his traps or burning down poacher, collector, killer. So the 

his cabin while it is unattended. A latter must bear the prime respon- 
se-called sportsman hunter could sibility for their dirty work, 

have his vehicle’s wheels removed Without habitat there can be no 
or his weapon taken and destroyed. wildlife. If we continue blanketing 

A merchant collecting plants could the earth with human works - 

have his business trashed. These dams, roads, buildings - we will 

are just a few examples of the only have wildlife that can adapt to 

hundred other situations and the the human environment - dande- 

thousand actions that can betaken lions. crabgrass. mosquitoes, 

to stop the devastation of wildlife. houseflies and weeds. The pace is 

But stop it must. so swift that it is done before anyone 

It is possible to be a wildlife notices it. 


itself. 

I draw about hahilal two eon 
elusions. ( (no — man has more than 
his share of the planet earth and 
ways must be found to return some 
of it to the wild. 1 have already 
suggested removing some crop land. 
Another way might he for rich 
individuals to buy urban l;md and 
return it to the wild. Communities 
could start small embryonic urban 
parks and add to them over the 
years. If man does not start 
reversing the trend towards a 
totally anthropocentric world lie 
can look forward to being the lonely 
inhabitor of a cruel and barren 
world. Two — no more habitat can 
betaken from the wilderness reser 
voir. The minimal amount we ha\ > 


essentially presenU'd. lure in its 
entirety. His I’ieu: is a radical one. 
lie promises to e.i/xmil some of the 
ideas in the near future. This is 
Part 'Pro if a three-part series. 

FART 11 

1 perceive three important phases 
to wildlife and wilderness preset' 
vat ion. All must I >e considered and 
remedied simultaneously. Each has 
.: provocative nature and much of 
the problem requires overcoming 
profound human moral, religious.- 
ethical, survival and emotional 
issues. They are: 

I ) Control of human population 
growth or, preferably population 
reduction. 

2 ) Preservation of wilderness and 
wildlife habitat, or preventing I heir 
further conversion to human uses 
for the so-called improvement of 
the quantity and qualit v of human 
life. 

d ) Saving till t he extant species of 
plants and animals from extinction, 
particularly those threatened by 
human greed and vanity which are 
poached and preyed up on for their 
fur, feathers, aphrodisiac items and 
assorted worthless reasons. 

Mini has the population, mechan- 
isms, chemicals and greed to 
destroy nearly any form of wildlife. 
Those currently exempt need only 
wait a bit longer for a larger 
population with more greed aug- 
mented by advanced technology. 
Every plant and animal species has 
a right not to be gathered, har- 
vested, poached, preyed on, hunted 
or killed to extinction by man. The 
fragile ones like the California 
( ’ondor and t he desirable ones like 
the Snow Leopard and the fragile 
and desirable like the Peregrine 
Falcon (sensitive to DDT and 
sought by falconers) art* the ones 
deserving the most immediate 
attention. But (-veil the housefly, 
mosquito, English sparrow and 
dandelion must be kept extant. No 
amount of tears and tenderness will 
ever bring back the dodo, great auk 
or passenger pigeon. Extinction 
really is forever. It is therefore time 
to throw off our hair shirts, lay down 
our beggar’s cups and get tough 
with the poachers, preyers and 
extinctors of wildlife. 

The killing and gathering of 
endangered wildlife takes many 
forms and presents many problems. 
The litany is well known. Rare cacti 
are collected from their habitat to 
sell to collectors and Venus Fly 
Traps are dug up and sold to ogling 
tourists. Exotic snakes, birds, and 
monkeys are captured to titillate 
the egos of urbanites. Rhinos and 
lions are killed for medicines, 
aphrodisiacs or manhood rites. And 
Snow Leopards, Cheetahs and Gor- 
illas are slaughtered to provide 
adornment for rich women or ash- 
trays for “sportsmen.” This can be 
all called vanity killing. Ths type of 



To stop illegal trapping, hunting, conservationist without advocating Every animal and plant species 

killing, trafficking and use of wild- the militancy Ido. A wide variety of has a right to share the earth with 

life products we must eliminate poa- supporters ranging from lukewarm man. Each must be left enough 

chers, hunters, killers, traffickers, to radical are needed. The diversity habitat and non-interference from 

distributors, converters by what- of wildlife problems is so great that man to thrive. When man’s needs 

ever means it takes to do the job. all shades of help are needed. for space and products conflict with 

For the poachers and other illegal Today’s lukewarm contributor is the need for wildlife habitat it is 

collectors and killers I propose the tomorrow’s radical field worker. At man who must retreat. Unfortun- 

harshest punishments. It is not some point I predict we must get ately it is man himself who must 

enough to hope and trust an honest tough about saving our wildlife enforce this retreat and the ego- 

ranger will find them with enough heritage or we will lose it. The centric bastard shows little 

evidence to bring them to court Greenpeace effort at direct physical inclination to do that. Man is a part 

months later, sometimes hundreds action, which I have supported, is a of the earth’s ecosystem, not the 

of miles away and convict them in a good step in the right direction. center, not the most important, and 

court of law with the court extrac- Another step or two further in the not the absolute ruler, 

ting a small fine and/or a few days radical direction and conserva- I personally believe that any time 

in jail. We must consider endan- tionists will begin fo spread fear in the habitat of a plant or animal is 

germent and extinction of our the hearts of the extinctors. Perhaps threatened or endangered the need 

fellow species as serious as killing placing a magnetic mine or two to protect it from human depred- 

of a human and expect roughly the below the waterline or using a few at ion assumes cosmic importance, 

same penalty from the guilty: death. sharpshooters to pick off a Humans have assumed such awe- 

• The poachers and illegal collec- harpooner or two, would give the some powers to destroy that there 

tors must know there are serious whalers and baby seal killers more may be only a few- species they 

conservationists who expect them to think about than slaughtering cannot destroy completeh (the 

to pay with their lives if caught. wildlife. mosquito and housefly perhaps — 

And who expect it to be paid sum- Finally we must become more but given the march of human 

marily on the spot. There is no place militant about the vanity wearers population and technology who 

on earth where death of an endan- and users of wildlife products — knows how much humans can 

gored species is judicially a serious they must pay for their vanity. befoul and denigrate the natural 

crime. It is therefore up to con- Primarily we should make it a social environment?).Giventhisunprece- 

servationists on their own to make disgrace to wear, use or display a dented power and the unbridled 

it one. Radical dedicated conserva- wildlife product. Militants should will to destroy the earth we must 

tionists must patrol and protect take direct action such as spray take radical action to stop ourselves 

wildlife and be the police, judge, painting the wearer of a leopard from forever eliminating nearly 

jury and executioner of violators. coat after stripping them of the coat, every other species from this planet. 

Isn’t that what poachers and illegal their clothes, and shaving their Habitat preservation for 

collectors have done to wildlife? I head. That might give them some threatened and endangered species 

say if they deprive me, my progeny, minor inkling of how the leopard of wildlife must assume an impor- 

my civilization and my planet of a felt. Yemeni men should have their tance requiring more than a clean 

species of plant or animal forever, rhino horn daggers ripped from shaven, dulcet te-voieed pleader in 

their execution is a small price for them and their sex organ removed a suit and tie explaining endlessly 

this heinous crime. I believe that with them. A modestly resourceful about the tourist potential of w ild- 

declaring guerrilla war on the imagination can coryure up a life, that a butterfly’s saliva may 

thieves of our wildlife heritage is number of appropriate and enter- someday prove the key to saving 

theonly method ofstoppingthem. I taining ways of dealing with this millions from cancer, and so on. My 

do not expect a bloodbath either indirect but primary reason for view- is that the butterfly deserves 

because a few summary executions wildlife decimation. the same consideration and right to 

will frighten cowardly poachers It is the end user who creates the live (at least as a species) as any 

towards honest work. demand that drives the hunter, human, that its life is just as 

I believe legal killers, trappers, poacher, collector, killer to ravage important to it as a human's is to 


left must be preserved at all costs 
Then- simply are no overriding, 
human needs that justify mor-des 
truction of w ildlife habitat. 

There is an organization begin 
ning to ink. a few militant ste 
towards sating wildlife Imbh •: 
Earth. First Tiv-y nr-- taking ■ .nn- 
ille.ua 1 sii ps to soft -die w ild< -n .- 
Some of - h -r-t i-ave moils 
wrenched i • pupate at and oll.t 
have bit -i k> I n ,-d - < 'tie of d 
protests was to drop Jt )< ' fee; 
black pltist ic di iwn : lie fa-. >• oi'Gli ■ 
Canyon I (am to simulate a < rack, 
couple of hundred pounds of higl 
explosives might have been more 
appropriate. I also read of militant 
groups beginning in England and 
Australia. We need an ire groups that 
are more militant and radical. 



INTUITION 

When nomadic peoples, whose 
source of protein and fat was ani- 
mals. settled down to a sedentary 
agricultural existence, they often 
had to find a new source of protein 
and fats. They found them in certain 
plants. Ilow did the.', know about 
protein and fats? 

From the most ancient times, one 
oftheohjeetsoftrade lias been salt. 
Ancient peoples knew that salt was 
very important, hut they did not 
know exai -' b w hy 

Then* we e no nutrition r xp--- ts 
or dietitian- around it those eay- 
to toll people how to ‘-alam o t.'n-it 
diets, yet somehow they found what 
they needed. How did they do it ? 

They knew intuitively. Fujii 
Hirashi says that the vegetables a 
person wants to eat (nost are prob- 
ably the ones which contain the 
nutrient elements she needs most. 
Jeremy Rifkin also mentions the 
need to follow our intuition more. 

Right now. my intuition tells me 
that we had better save w hat is left 
of the rain forests and try to (reV 
create vast w ilderness areas. M\ 
intuition also tells me that modern 
technological civilization is bank- 
rupt. Though it’s nice to have the 
testimony of"oxpoi1s." 1 don't need 
ecologists and scientists to tell me 
this: I know it. 

When a commercial or advertise 
meat tells us we need .something, 
hut our intuition says we don't, 
who’s right? Those who learn to 
follow their intuitions will live 
richer fix es. 

— Kirk I tar is 
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BOOKS! 

pi itting kntropic thought 

TO USE: LAO ZI AND THE EN- 
TROPY LAW 
By Takatsqji Masamoto 
Reviewed by Rick Davis 

Almost anyone who has studied 
< iriental philosophy is familiar with 
1 1 m - Liin Zi (or the Dun Dr ■Huy'). a 
Chinese philosophy elassie of the 
Zhou Dynasty. The subject of this 
short hook is the "Dao." which 
anyone, even at first reading, would 
identity with Nature. Still, up until 
the present, everyone has been so 
preoccupied with analyzing the 
metaphysics tlistt they seem to have 
missed the point: Lao Zi was one of 
the original deep ecologists and 
radical environmentalists. 

Th is is one of several new hooks 
on entropy here in Japan that deal 
specifically with the Lao Zi. and is, 
in effect. <t reinterpretation of Lao 
Zis philosophy in the light of the 
Entropy Law. 1 The author enjoins 
us to live by the philosophy of Lao 
Zi in order to decrease entropy. 

Takatsuji covers a number of 
facet s of modern technological exis- 
tence. including politics, education, 
the ails, science, and personal life, 
thus giving us a comprehensive, if 
somewhat sketchy, view of what a 
low-entropy civilization could he 
like. 

Tlu> key to entropic thought, 
claims the author, is to be found in 
the philosophy of Lao Zi, and the 
concept often wi’i zi ra» — natural 
non-action 2 - is the starting point. 
Lao Zi s thought will help us live 
t h rough the coming age of chaos, in 
part because it is apparently a 
product of the Warring States 


A Beast the Color of Winter. By 
Douglas H. Chadwick. San Fran- 
cisco: Sierra Club Books, 1983. 
■SI 5.95, cloth: 224 pages. 
Reviewed by Peter Wild 

It has been the American way of 
doing things. First you send the 
bulldozers grinding up a drainage 
to scot trout roads. Then the loggers 
swarm in to cut down the trees. 
Lastly, the orange-vested hunters 
arrive in the fall, pile out of their 
pickups, and start blasting happily 
away. The year after, repeat the 
process in'thenext watershed until 
t lie once placid mountain range is a 
shot -out. road-laced mess. Then 
move on to the next set of pristine 
peaks glittering over there on the 
In riz< . . 

Aenrdly. "shot -out" is not quite 
ac-’-iinue. Whatever the ecological 
disaster, deer thrive on the juicy 
brush that hikes over after logging 
operations. Next year the scrubland 
is lull of long-eared targets nibbling 
away mi the succulent shoots. Deer 
heaven! The hunters rejoice. The 
game managers rejoice. 

And are blinded by their success. 
For what makes the population 
figures soar right off the charts for 
one species may have the opposite 
effect on ot hers. To determine why 
mountain goat numbers have gone 
into a dizzying slide since the 1950s, 
Douglas Chadwick began scram- 
bling after these least -studied of our 
larger mammals. What he found 
after seven years of hanging by his 
fingertips should be a humbling 
lesson for humans who feel that 
nature can be wrenched around to 
fit immediate public greed. 

Over thousands of generations, 
the bearded climbers have adjusted 

Pane IS EARTH FIRST! 


period, a confused and disordered 
era of Chinese history. And with 
what Rifkin 3 calls an “entropy 
watershed" in the offing, Lao Zi- 
style low-entropv survival training 
is exactly what we need. If we live 
by the principle of the Dao, says 
Takatsu.ji. we will find that entropy 
decreases of its own accord. He then 
goes into more detail by treating 
various themes separately. 

Controlling one’s own greedy 
desires is one of the main themes of 
Lao Zi. and Takatsuji gives it much 
attention (so does Tsukihora 
Yuzurti. the author of another mod- 
ern reinterpretation). 4 Knowing 
when enough is enough, the author 
stresses throughout the book, is one 
of the most important parts of a 
low-entropy lifestyle. “There is no 
greater calamity than not knowing 
sufficiency” (Luo Zi, Chapter 4(5). 
The more we consume, the faster 
disorder increases, and the less 
there is for our descendants. 

Takatsu.ji speaks of the need for 
"entropic economics” — a system 
with a now measuring stick that 
takes into account the value of 
living spiritually rich lives, not 
materially rich lives. Under an 
entropic economic system, we 
"would not pursue material wealth, 
but would give consideration to 
how the many coming generations 
would be able to live spiritually rich 
lives, even if they were materially 
poor." 

Organizations should be small, 
flexible, and horizontally structured 
- "soft like water,” because “pyra- 
midal organization only increases 
entropy.” The author here is 
speaking specifically of modern 
Japan, which has probably done 
more to develop the pyramidal 
organization than any other 


to a unique niche in the high cliffs 
of the northern Rocky Mountains. 
Unlike deer, which hide in under- 
growth or run away from their 
predators, mountain goals feel 
secure on their vertiginous heights, 
where wolves and grizzlies can’t go. 
When the goats see a potential 
enemy below, they move higher, 
then simply stand and stare. But 
what has worked well for them over 
the centuries now is their nemesis 
in a road-crazy world. Chadwick 
found hunters standing by their 
trucks, sending fusillade after 
fusillade at the stationary targets. 
And they make easy targets, with 
their white coats silhouetted 
against the dark rock. 

Such drive-in shooting galleries 
wore enough to cause some hunters 
to turn away in disgust. As to the 
game managers, we can't blame all 
of them either. Their budgets for 
research have 1 been pared to the 
bone — and then into the bone. As 
Chadwick puts it: “All the funds 
that, say, Montana’s Department of 
Fish, Wildilfe and Parks (fish and 
game) receives annually from the 
legislat ure, plus sales of licenses for 
everything from beavers to cougars 
wouldn’t build five miles of inter- 
state highway or one turbine for 
one questionable dam.” Talk about 
twisted priorities! But there is hope. 
Slowly, people are beginning to 
understand that if they want 
mountain goats they’ll have to 
accept closed roads. The new 
attitude will be a blessing for all 
wildlife. 

The above summary of Chad- 
wick’s conclusion, however, does 
not characterize the book as a 
whole. A Beast the Color of Winter 
is much more than a breakthrough 
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country.'’ Still, all the "advanced” 
countries require large organi- 
zat ions (government and business) 
in order to manage the exploitation 
of foreign resources and the 
domestic distribution thereof, so 
this applies just as well to the 
United States. 

His discussion of government 
follows the outline of Lao Zi’s 
thought fairly closely, with an inter- 
esting critique of Machiavelli’s The. 
Prince, and why such politics are 
the last thing we need now (or ever 
did). He then moves on to a few 
quite orthodox comments on Lao 
Zi’s ideal leader, which are good in 
themselves, but there is only a half- 
hearted attempt to relate the Lao 
Zi to modern politics. 

One very disappointing aspect of 
the book is that Takatsu.ji thinks 
Eastern thought is going to be the 
savior of the world. It is true that 
we must share ideas, but the notion 
that one way of thought is all bad, 
the other all good, and that the bad 
must be rejected, is contrary to one 
of the author’s best points: that we 
must learn to take the good with 
the bad - to “drink the pure with 
the impure,” as he likes to put it. 
Even if Western thought is so bad, 
he should, by his own insistence, 
avoid rejecting it as he seems to 
have done here. 

But he more than makes up for 
his deficiency with his fascinating 
discussion of Bali. Takatsuji briefly 
describes the social and economic 
institutions of Bali, and explains 
why he thinks they reflect the 
thought of Lao Zi, and why the 
island deserves to be called “the 
last paradise.” Though their GNP is 
nothing to brag about, they live 
spiritually rich lives, their organi- 
zations are small and fluid, and 


in game management. Chadwick 
spends most of his pages leading 
the reader with him up into the 
windy pinnacles after his white 
climbers with the stiletto horns and 
demonic beards. The book is an 
alluring blend of hard science and 
personal adventure. Someone as 
unscientific as myself is learning all 
the way, about the structure of the 
white climbers’ coats and about 
why the creatures are constantly 
lighting and playing among them- 
selves. In this vein, one of t he best 
chapters discusses the design of the 
hooves that allow goats to do bliss- 
ful pirouettes and glissades along 
cliff faces. 

On the personal level, the zoo- 
logist lives with a band of the pesky 
goats, scratching and pawing with 
t hem - and get s himself gored by a 
jealous billy, promptly dubbed Old 
Gore. Grizzly bears don’t seem to 
like the scientist eit her, but. he blasts 
them away with a foghorn. He loses 
one wife and gains another, while 
Kobuk, his trusty malamute, 
remains sometimes faithful. The 
photographs are splendid. Readers 
will be charmed. 


there are no quarrels or alcoholism. 
Takatsuji’s picture of Bali may be a 
little idealistic, and indeed, he 
admits in the book to having spent 
only “about one week” there last 
year, but he seems to have observed 
well while he was there. 

He uses Bali’s example to show 
the importance of small, flexible 
organizations, and a willingness to 
take the good with the bad, and to 
convince us of the importance of 
festivals, a harmless and healthy 
way to rid ourselves of “spiritual 
entropy.” In reference to the last, 
he bemoans the fact that the tradi- 
tional festivals in Japan are losing 
popularity year by year, and main- 
tains that it would be best for 
Japanese society if all efforts were 
made to revive them. 

Science gets a lot of attention, 
which is understandable because 
Takatsuji is a research scientist at 
Hitachi. And on first reading, his 
discussion of what to do with 
science and technology looks good. 
Discard the analytical methods of 
Newton and Descartes, stop break- 
ing everything down into minute 
parts, learn to look at the whole - 
here he trots out general systems 
theory, and lauds it for its ability to 
consider things in their entirety, as 
opposed to conventional methods 
of analysis, which divide things into 
parts and then analyze the parts, 
which is “like looking at the firm- 
ament through a tube” as Zluiang Zi 
put it. And indeed, the author con- 
tends that systems science is very 
much like the philosophy of Zluiang 
Zi. He says, in effect, that the direc- 
tion of science must be changed to 
reflect the Entropy Law. 

That’s all vety well, but it seems 
that the research scientist (em- 
ployed by a big corporation) has 


either missed one of the main points 
of Lao Zi’s thought, or has inter- 
preted it to suit himself. “Return to 
the use of the knotted cord,” said 
Lao Zi. This and other passages 
clearly point to a simpler lifestyle 
with less technology, not “more 
efficient” or “energy-saving” tech- 
nology, the kind that big companies 
like Hitachi are shoving down our 
throats. When considered in this 
light, Takatsuji’s discussion of 
science and technology falters 
somewhat. The reviewer wonders 
if he would be willing to take up 
permanent residence on Bali. 

Despite its faults, however, the 
book is charged with insight, on 
many aspects of everyday exis- 
tence, and offers worthwhile 
reading foranyone interested in the 
applications of the Entropy Law. 


'The second law of thermo 
dynamics, which stales I hat energy 
is continually being converted from 
a usable to an unusable stale, but 
never the opposite. See note :!. 

-Non action does not. of course, 
mean “do nothing.” It means “don't 
do anything unnecessary.” "don't 
go muckingabout in everything." It 
is part of knowing when one has 
gone far enough. 

'Rifkin. Jeremy. Entropy: .1 Nvir 
World View. Must reading for 
environmentalists. 

'Intcrpretiny Lao Zi. However. 
Tsukihora ’s emphasis is on Lao Zi 
as a manual for living through the 
coming period of chaos, not on a 
reinterpretation according to the 
Entropy Law. 

’For instructive comments on 
•Japan's "vertical" society, see the 
works of Nakane ('hie, a Japanese 
Sociologist. 
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GIVERNY 


Monet destroys his gorden 
into o bed of point. 

His heod filling with light 
he straightens o flower 
bock to its natural pose 
to lock it there forever. 

He con't think. 


Trees become cathedrals 
imitating the time of doy. 

Monet waits for o cloud, 
nervous the sun will change 
before he does. 

Trees mark the boundaries of his mind 


Eating a deer steak 
I look out the window to see 
A buck 

Licking the salt 
off the venison jerky 
Drying on the clothesline. 

JP Bernhad 

Clovis 



His eyes ore two leoves 
in outumn, his fist 
demands food from the table, 
gardeners tend his beard. 

His life fills with water 

which he builds o canvas circle for. 
Purple, green and red 
hold everything toqether, 
sealing the exits. 

Monet will drown here 


TIDE POOL 
Land-masses of mystery 
resolved in a tide pool to this: 
one sand castle half-gone 
a perfect blue seashell 
and the legs of my pants 
wet to the knees. 

JACK MUELLER 

North Beach 


telling us to see it 
the way our eyes 
let waves pass throuoh. 
Monet's eye is flootino 
on the pond he hos mode 

to moke us trust 
whatever we see 
without splitting lilies 
to look for o brain. 


RESEARCHERS FIND TOXIC METALS IN VEGETABLES 


PUSH BACK THE NIGHT 

Straddling an antiquated Schwinn 
I expand like the breeze 
through liquid-pine Georgia night. 

Rolling woods and meadow slip by 
freshly stabbed 
with the blood ribbon stakes 
of developing greed. 

Here the last country girl 
surveys the sleeping dozer 
like a Plains Indian sizing up 
the first westbound locomotive . 

But locomotive- to-brain realizations 
recede with every fencepost. 

As the sprocket clicks harmony 
to fat cricket orchestration 
the wheels whirl in 
immaculate precision. 

Descending into the suburbs 

the roads have been widened for delivery, 

Wheeling past television -gray windows 

a thief or devine messenger 

only the watchdogs know 

of my passing. 

Leather collars grab their thick necks 
as rusting chains snap tight 
over manicured lawns 
that cuddle against kudzu. 

TRENT SELLERS 

Atlanta 


McNukes 

“We’ll do it to you all” 

One plutonium quarter-pounder 

FIVE BILLION SOLD 

Down 

the 

radiant 

river 

O 



CROSSING 

Spring, summer, now autumn 
The woodpecker flies out of the woods 
Over the pasture, into the woods 
Uses his wings once 

Winter I’ll break trail into the mountain 
New leather sheathes the axe 


Jim Bogan 

Rolla 


IT'S A FACT! 


EYE OF THE STORM 

There must be mutiny on this ship 

if we are going to make it 

across these treacherous seas 

through the darkness of multi-national greed 

Put our bodies on the line. 

Stand in front of the machines 
that stripmine the mountains 
and cut down the trees. 

Stand in front of the machines 
that alter the course of great rivers 
stopping the natural flow of water. 

Stand before the beast 

that threatens all life 

and the lives yet to be bom 

the beast that has no mind 

and a bottomless pit 

of cold steel, the dead weight 

of concrete and glowing plutonium 

for a stomach 

the beast of the ego mind 

that sees only statistics, dollar signs 

and enemies 

the beast that commits genocide 

in third world countries 

and our homelands 

the beast that exterminates people 

who do not conform to its laws. 
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This is how I earn my living! 
Durable, buff-colored stoneware 
chimes with delicate impressions 
of Pacific Northwest plants. Some 
with words to my songs. They 
make great Christmas gifts and 
$4 from each chime goes to Earth 
First!. $13.50 including postage 
in USA. Mailed promptly to you 
or giftee. 

Write: 

Cecelia Ostrow 
Box 07771 
Big Creek Road 

Florence, OR 97439 
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SIERRA INSTITUTE 

WILDERNESS FIELD STUDIES 


The Sierra Institute 

The Sierra Institute is an interdisciplinary field school providing 
seminar and tutorial study programs in ecology, natural history, 
environmental philosophy, and related subjects. The program 
is designed for undergraduates who are able to devote a quarter 
to reflect and study in one of the many wilderness areas in the 
western United States. Courses are designed primarily to satisfy 
general education requirements for liberal arts students. 


University of California Extension 
Santa Cruz 

SPRING 1984 

Desert Field Studies: 

The Canyons of Time 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

Sierra Natural History (Photography) 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

Sierra Natural History (Philosophy) 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

Sierra Natural History (History) 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

Hawaiian Field Studies 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

Wilderness Instructor Certificate: 

Joseph Le Conte Field School 

April 10-June 4, 15 units 

l’ajii'20 EARTH FIRST! February 2, 1984 


General Information 

• Students must be physically capable of extended back- 
packing in mountain terrain; a certificate of health is required. 

• Students must provide their own backpacking equipment. 

• Cost of food and transportation to study sites will be shared 
among group members; an estimate of costs is provided for 
each program. 

• There are no out-of-state fees. 

• The University of California is on the quarter system, and 
academic credit is given in quarter units (IV 2 quarter units 
equal 1 semester unit). 

• In order to transfer units students should contact their ad- 
visors well in advance. The initial information you receive will 
contain the academic information your advisor requires. 


For Course Information 

Indicate the course title(s) and academic quarter(s) you are in- 
terested in. 

Phone (408) 429-2761 (9 a.m.-l p.m., Mon.-Fri.) or write: 

Sierra Institute 
Box AA, University Extension 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
Santa Cruz, CA 95064 


Summer and Fall Quarters 

During the summer, a variety of 3, 5 and 8 week long courses are 
offered throughout the West. Credit varies from 5 to 15 units 
depending on length. In the fall, 15-unit courses are offered. If 
you want to receive information about these programs, follow the 
directions provided in For Course Information. 







THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventing theconstruction of addi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWA AT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 

* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE - Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE - 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 


HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By" space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we'll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 



Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 


_ Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! — 

. Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 

. Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 

. I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

. Please change my address: 

. Referred by 


-Here’s $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 

• Here’s $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas 


Name . 


Address . 


City. 


. State _ 


_Zip_ 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. ? GIFT 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours — whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $250 and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 
EARTH FIRST! February 2, I!hSl 
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ONE DOLLAR 


BURGER KING PROTEST SET 


bv Mike Roselle* over :i() countries. We will become 



pari ofagrowing movement tostop 
rainforest destruction worldwide. 

( triginallv, our research centered 
on I lie largest ofthe fast food giants 
— McDonald’s. They have over 7,000 
outlets worldwide hut while their 
foreign operations are using rain- 
forest beef, there has been no 
evidence to link their domestic 
operations with the Central Ameri- 
can beef trade. Some researchers 
are convinced that they are not 
involved. At any rate, the absence 
of substantial proof makes them a 
poor target. 

BURGER KIND represents an en- 
tirely different situation. BI RDER 
KIND is a wholly owned subsidiary 
ofthe Pillslntry Company and oper- 
ates over :!,(><>() restaurants in the 
DS, Europe, Latin America, Hong 
Kong, Guam and the Bahamas. 
Revenues from these operations 
account for about 50", .of Pillslntry \s 
total profitability. Other interests 
include Green Diant, Totino’s Fro- 
zen Pizza, Ballard flour and a long 
list of other products. Agribusiness 
as usual. 

BERBER KIND is widely known 
to use rainforest beef. Economists 
at the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
USDA, have told us about BURGER 
KING purchasing agents in Central 
America. They own meat blending 
plants in Florida where the beef is 
unloaded. In an interview conduc- 
ted in 1981, BURGER KING per- 
sonnel cited Costa Rica as one of 
t heir sources of beef. 

Recently they have chosen to 
clam upon the subject, stating flatly 
that t he information we seek "is 
rmiliiiiK'd 5 


In light of the growing concern 
over t he rapidly accelerating rate of 
tropical deforestation worldwide 
and on this continent, and the en- 
thusiasm created by .John Seed's 
recent visit to this country, Earth 
First! will launch its international 
rainforest campaign on April 28th 
during Earth Week. 

Plans are now being made for 
nationwide demonstrations against 
the fast food corporations respon- 
sible. 

After a great deal of research and 
input from the various meetings 
held during the Road Show, Earth 
First let s will be t urningtheirat ten- 
lion to BURGER KIND. Through 
their practice of importing cheaper 
Central American beef, BURGER 
KIND may be the single largest 
factor in rainforest destruction on 
this continent. 

By focusing attention on BUR- 
GER KIND, wo hope to expose the 
industry-wide practice of importing 
lower quality beef from Central 
America. Importation of this fast 
food burger beef is the major cause 
of the conversion of tropical rain- 
forests into cow pasture. This highly 
destructive process displaces ab- 
original people, disrupts local 
economies and causes irreparable 
damage to once lush and diverse 
ecosystems (see EF/Nov. 1, 1988). 
YOU ARE EATING RAINFOREST 
IN YOUR FAST FOOD BURGERS. 

In launching this campaign, Earth 
First! will lie working with the 
newly-formed Rainforest Action 
and Information Network, which 
will have participating groups in 


BURGER 


FOREST DEBATE HEATS UP 


In late February. U.S. Forest Ser- until the Oregon and Washington 

vice Region (i Forester -Jeff Sirmon Congressional Delegations succeed 

announced an immediate monitor- in passing statewide Wilderness 

ium on timber sales and other bills into law. Each bill will likely 

developments in roadless areas in declare the RARE II final EIS to be 

Washington and Oregon's national legally sufficient and thus immune 

forests. Although rumors that to further legal action, therefore 

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture opening the door to the immediate 

John Crowell would overturn the resumption ofthe USFS war against 

ruling have persisted, at the time of defacto wilderness and old growth 

this writing the former chief lawyer timber in the Pacific Northwest, 

for Louisiana Pacific has not taken «% 
any action. y! 

The decision was a direct result Jj 
of the statewide Oregon RARE II Vj 
lawsuit filed during the previous TS 
year by the Oregon Natural Re- A? 
sources Council. The lawsuit was 
based on the inadequacy of the 
Forest Service’s RARE II final EIS. 
in previous cases in California, 

Oregon and Washington, a Federal % 

Judge ruled that the development T|j 
of roadless areas was a direct vio- Vj 
lation of the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act . Sirmon’s decision M 
is an important indication that the «« 

Freddies are getting weary of losing ^ 
lawsuits. * 

At first glance. Sirmon’s decision 
would seem to be a major victory 
for Wilderness advocates. However, 
the moratorium will only he in effect 


Although the moratorium will pre- 
vent the immediate destruction of 
a number of roadless areas, thus 
preserving the legislative Wilder 
ness option (instead of "legislation 
by chainsaw") for the immediate 
future, the Forest Service has no 
intention of letting the legal deci- 
sions or the moratorium sign.ti 
cantly alter over the long run i s 
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BALD MOUNTAIN ROAD CRUMBLES 

Details on page (i 
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EDITORIAL 

SHIPWRECKED ENVIRONMENTALISM 


AROUND THE 
CAMPFIRE 

Well, after nine thousand miles of 
the 1984 Earth First! Road Show, 
it's good to be back at the typewriter 
and light table cranking out this 
issue of Earth First! (which is a 
little late). Although it was a bit 
exhausting, the Road Show was an 
exceptional event. I think it’s laid 
the foundation for a dynamic EF! 
movement across the country. John, 
Cecelia, Mike and I would like to 
thank all the fine folks who dili- 
gently promoted the Road Show in 
their areas and who made it such a 
great success. The expressions of 
support, solidarity and like-mind- 
edness we received from the hun- 
dreds of people we talked with was 
most encouraging. We hope to see 
you all again. 

The Road Show dealt with action 
and action is what is on line for the 
next several months. Our April 21 
Save The Tuolumne Rally with Ed 
Abbey, Huey Johnson, Katie Lee, 
Johnny Sagebrush and a host of 
others could be a record Earth First! 
blowout. Don’t miss it if you’re in 
the neighborhood. Our most ambi- 
tious project to date will be the 
nationwide demonstrations against 
Burger King on April 28. Mike Ros- 
elle has been burning the midnight 
oil putting that together. You can 
take part in our campaign for the 
preservation of the Central Amer- 
ican rainforest wherever you live - 
just get in touch with Mike here in 
Chico. 

This summer, we’re going to turn 
the focus of our National Forest 
Wilderness campaign on the Cab- 
inet Mountains Wilderness Area in 
northwestern Montana where big 
mining companies are taking dead- 
eye aim on this critical habitat for 
grizzly. Our 1984 Fourth of July 
Round River Rendezvous will be in 
northwestern Montana and we will 
begin direct action this summer to 
save the Cabinets. See the next 
issue of EF! for details. 

There are two special inspira- 
tional articles in this issue of Earth 
First ! One is from the not-so-idyllic 
South Pacific where John Seed re- 
ports on the efforts of the Koroga 
Tribe of the Solomon Islands to stop 
Unilever from clearfelling their 
tropical rainforest. 

The other - by Professor Bill 
Devall - is about the greatest living 
American conservationist: David 
Brower. Brower certainly counters 
the popular notion that you natur- 
ally sell-out as you get older. He’s 
never done it. We ain’t gonna either. 

- DF 
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If previous events have not 
already demonstrated it. Jim 
McClure’s Idaho Wilderness Bill 
proves that moderate env ironmen- 
tal strategy is shipwrecked. 

Idaho, as you'll recall, has more 
de facto national forest wilderness 
than any other state — over 8 
million acres. But some environ- 
mentalists seem embarrassed by 
this relative wealth of wild country. 
Last fall, the misnamed Idaho Wild- 
lands Defense Coalition - the Idaho 
Conservation League, Sierra Club, 
The Wilderness Society, and other 
groups - proposed that only 2.9 
million acres of this magnificent 
remnant of wild America be pre- 
served. And they almost apologized 
for asking for that much. 

They were merely following the 
party line: be diffident, be “reason- 
able,” don't ask for "too much," for 
gosh sakes don’t be an “extremist” 
- you might unleash an anti-wil- 
derness backlash. That strategy 
(and it has been applied nationally 
for the last decade) was that by 
conservationists bending over 
backwards to accommodate the 
wilderness-despoilers, the Idaho 
Congressional Delegation would 
propose only a moderately bad bill. 
But in truth, being a wimp serves 
only one purpose: your enemy feels 
disgust for you when he smashes 
your teeth down your throat. 

And disgust and amusement for 
the pitiful environmentalists is 
probably what powerful Senator 
Jim McClure of Idaho felt this month 
when he proposed a 526,000 acre 
wilderness bill for Idaho. (The tim- 
ber industry proposed more wil- 
derness than that!) 

The wilderness movement is on 
the rocks for lack of vision, courage 
and leadership. The strategy that 
has guided the wilderness move- 
ment since the so-called Endang- 
ered American Wilderness Act is a 
strategy of weakness. Go to your 


theater and see the “Seven Samuri” 
or "Road Warrior.” The compromise 
philosophy of the cowardly pea- 
sants who want to be reasonable 
with the ravening brigands is the 
strategy of the leadership of Amer- 
ica’s conservation movement. 

In Oregon, Sierra Club general 
staff condemns the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council for having the 
spunk to sue the Forest Service for 
the blatantly illegal RARE II 
process. In Arizona, the miners / 
loggers / ranchers / developers / 
ORVers propose half a million acres 
for wilderness while the environ- 
mentalists meekly offer a compro- 
mise 1.8 million acre wilderness 
recommendation. Congressional 
“environmental champion” Mo 
Udall knows who’s tough in his 
state. He proposes less than 700,000 
acres of wilderness and leaves the 
great Blue Range Primitive Ared 
out in the cold. The mainstream 
conservation groups with a fat grant 
from REI launch “the greatest 
grassroots wilderness campaign 
since the Alaska Lands Act” to push 
the shameful state wilderness bills 
of 1984 through Congress. 

This winter, Howie Wolke and 
other Earth Firstlers tried to get 
the ball rolling for a real campaign 
against the Forest Service and for 
wilderness. We wanted to file a 
national RARE II lawsuit to stop 
Forest Service development of road- 
less areas dead in their tracks. But 
the Forest Service unwittingly 
covered their asses well in RARE II. 
Because the RARE II EIS had indivi- 
dual state supplements, our lawyers 
tell us that a national RARE II suit 
would cost about $100,000 and take 
a year to prepare. We don’t have 
that money, have no way to even 
begin to raise it, and in a year it will 
be a moot point anyway - roadless 
areas will be trashed and state 
wilderness bills voiding possible 
RARE II lawsuits will be passed. 


It looks dark. But there is hope. 

Not everybody in Idaho stayed 
on the wimp ship. The guides and 
outfitters and the Idaho Wildlife 
Federation wouldn’t support the 
cowardly proposal of the Idaho 
Wildlands Defense Coalition. They 
asked for 6 million acres. The 
American Wilderness Alliance also 
jumped ship and asked for more. In 
Oregon, the Audubon Society has 
refused to buckle under to pressure 
from the Sierra Club general staff 
and has joined the Oregon RARE II 
lawsuit. In Arizona, the Earth First! 
wilderness proposal of 6 million 
acres presented by Ed Abbey 
received support from newspaper 
writers as the only reasonable com- 
promise. In Utah, more and more 
people are rebelling against 
environmentalist acquiescence in 
the god-awful “wilderness” bill for 
that state. Grassroots pressure in 
California has gotten Sierra Club 
staff to protest Senator Pete Wil- 
son’s additional cuts in an already 
inadequate House-passed bill -and 
a variety of people including Sierra 
Club and Earth First! activists are 
considering a second California 
RARE II lawsuit to cover the areas 
not protected in the original suit. 
Montanans are also talking about a 
Montana RARE II suit. 

We are going to be stuck with a 
garbage can-full of poor wilderness 
bills this year in Congress. The 
Forest Service is planning to trash 
out any roadless country that is not 
protected in those bills. By all rights 
the battle for national forest, wil- 
derness should be over. With wil- 
derness the loser. The forces of 
industrial tyranny, of humanistic 
arrogance, sit tall in the saddle. But 
there’s one problem. Some of us are 
getting off that poorly steered 
environmental ship that’s run 
aground on the rocks. 

Tomorrow is a new day. The battle 
goes on. 

- Dave Foreman 
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ada 89301 (702) 289-8636. 
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per clippings mentioning 
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interest to us at 230 W. 7th 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thank you! 
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Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 

Dear EF! 

My subsc ription is about to expire 
and I don’t have the money to 
splurge right now. Could you front 
me a subscription until things get 
together? That you would even 
consider such a meaningful gesture 
only serves to reassure me that this 
group of Tree Huggers is on target. 

Oh! What’s all this crap about 
“portraying a good image" in regards 
to name calling? A Freddie is a 
Freddie is a Freddie. For my liking 
the verbage we use is right on! 

- La Canada, CA 
(Ed. note’: When sometme is broke, 
we’re happy to front a .subscription. 
Wo ain't in this for the trucks. I also 
think that the matter of “good taste” 
has been settled in these pages. We 
aren't going to clean up our act 
even if some people consider us the 
bad girls and bad boys of the 
environmental movement.) 

Dear EF! 

Yesterday a guy came into my 
shop and asked if I could tune-up 
his Land-Cruiser. I said sure, leave 
the keys and I’ll get to it in an hour 
or so. When I went out to get the 
truck there was the talon and upper 
log of a red-tailed hawk hanging 
from the rear-view mirror. Enclosed 
are (i Toyota pistons, maybe you 
guys can hang them on your rear- 
view mirrors. 

— Mr. Goodwrench 

Dear EF! 

Here’s a letter I got from my 
Congressman, Doug Bosco, on the 
California Wilderness Bill. Look at 
the last paragraph: “I can assure 
you that I have not ‘sold out’ to the 
timber industry on this issue. In 
fact., most of the criticism of my 
proposals has come from the timber 
industry and other development 
interests — not from conserva- 
tionists.” 

I gotta get moving - I'm a trucker 
and my load is going to Kansas. We 
don’t need any more roads any- 
where. I’ve been on the road 6Vz 
years and I know I’ll never see them 
all. We don’t need any more roads 
than one person could see in a 
lifetime. We already have too many! 
I love getting out of my truck for a 
few weeks and walking - touching 
ground. Hearing stuff besides my 
damn engine. Thanks for your help 
in keeping, and hopefully adding 
to, the amount of space just for feet 
(especially for non-human feet!). 

— April Showers 
California 


1 )ear EF! 

It may come as a surprise to you 
that here in Boulder, the land of 
tofu, Porches and self-indulgent 
spirtualism, there is an interest in 
saving what’s left of our environ- 
ment. Our Public Library has 
decided that Earth First! might be 
of interest to people here and has 
agreed to display it. Here’s $10 for 
their subscription. 

— Manley Foote-Weire 

(Ed. note: Thanks. Good idea. May- 
be some of the rest of you would like 
to subscribe for the library in your 
com m unity.) 


Dear EF! 

I saw the Road Show in Gaines- 
ville, Florida, on Feb. 9th and I 
found your group most inspiring. 
The speakers, John Seed and Dave 
Foreman were wonderful and 
Cecelia’s singing was just beautiful. 
It was a very moving evening and 
I’m glad you all exist. 

-APP 


Dear EF! 

In regards to the El Paso gentle- 
man who pleads that we perform 
like professionals: I believe this is 
laudable, but unfortunate. As long 
as we play the ball game by their 
rules we will get their respect (per- 
haps) but more likely thinly veiled 
contempt! It, unfortunately, is true 
in all human society that only when 
the established structure gets their 
cages rattled sufficiently that they 
are willing to accommodate change. 
The only bad thing about being a 
good sport is that you have to lose 
to prove it and they are quite willing 
to keep us as good sports. 

Here’s $25 for your National For- 
est Campaign. I wish I could send 
more but I am now retired and 
reduced in income. What I can 
scratch up now and then will go to 
Earth First!. Keep up the excellent 
work. 

— Brookfield, Wisconsin 
Dear folks: 

I’ve enclosed a copy of The Grape- 
vim >■ for your perusal. I try to provide 
as much up-to-date, reliable infor- 
mation as I can on boycotts, so 
people can “.vote with their dollars.” 
I started The Grapevine two years 
ago, because I saw the link between 
what I bought and the practices of 
the companies involved. I really 
didn’t want to support IBM’s aid to 
apartheid South Africa, or Camp- 
bell’s exploitation of migrant 
workers, etc. But how to know what 
effect my dollars had? So I started 
The Grapevine to provide others 
with that information. 

If you hear of any boycotts (con- 
cerning animal rights or anything 
else) please also let me know and 
I’jl spread the word. 

— Osh a Davidson, Editor 
217 S. Hyland Street 
A mes, Iowa. 50010 


I tear EF! 

ON THE EDGE by the Head of 
Joaquin. Right on! I’ll never forget a 
few years ago a truly sickening sight . 
While working in the woods one 
day, I caught, wind ofa terrible smell. 

I followed the smell and found the 
skinned body of a grey squirrel 
hanging from a branch. Bait. A steel 
surprise waited below. I followed a 
game trail along the hillside spring- 
ing and throwing traps as I found 
them. The traps were located in 
predictable places. At the third trap 
I found the skin of the squirrel 
hanging in the scrub. The next few 
traps were on rotting logs covered 
wit h duff, places where a cat might 
walk. 

Sure enough the next trap held a 
yearling bobcat. The cat snarled and 
jerked trying to escape. Its front 
paw was held fast by the steel jaws 
which had cut to the bones in its 
foot. The look in those eyes... I took 
off my raingear and covered the 
cat. In the darkness she became 
quiet and still. I slowly released the 
trap’s grip and the cat pulled its 
paw away. She sat motionless with 
the blood running from the gash 
but an instant later had disappeared 
into the brush. Whatever slim 
chance the cat may have had was 
more than what awaited her if left 
in the trap. 

A few months later a trapper was 
telling me how they had to trap 
predators or they would “over 
populate” and presumably we’d be 
up to our armpits in bobcats and 
how cruel Mother Nature is com- 
pared to trapping. He made it sound 
like he was some sort of god-head 
who was doing this noble act to 
spare wildlife the horror of survival 
and performing a service to man- 
kind in the bargain. 

Well, I’d like to add another sug- 
gestion to Joaquin’s list. Place bear 
traps (they make these, too) in likely 
spots; the prey will, of course, 
escape but the hide’s probably not 
worth much, trash animal, you 
know. This may help thin out the 
overpopulating trapper. 

Leghold traps are medieval tools 
of torture, indiscriminate, destruc- 
tive, needless. 

— Oregon 

Dear Dave, John, Mike and Cecelia: 

Thank you so much for bringing 
the Road Show to CU. That was one 
of the most dynamic and heartfelt 
presentations we’ve ever sponsored 
and the audience response was 
overwhelming. I hope you saved 
enough energy for the rest of your 
tour! 

— Mary Weber 
University of Colorado 

Dear EF! 

Thank you for sending me a copy 
of your newspaper. I did not have to 
read far to understand just where 
Earth First! stands on the issue of 
conservation; “Let’s not forget Jim 
Watt... Ann Gorsuch, let’s knot 
them around Ronald Reagan’s neck 
so he’ll never be free of their 
stench.” (p. 2 Samhain edition). Now 
that’s direct. Although I respect 
Sierra Club and FOE and the others 
and realize that to be effective in 
Washington one has to be restrained 
and deferent (not to mention rich) 
these bold words by EF! that ring 
with heroic honesty bring a smile 
to my lips and satisfaction to my 
heart. Action is what counts of 
course, and as a patriotic, hairy- 
palmed, techno-industrial flunkie, 
direct confrontations and discreet 
subversive activities have always 
been in my blood. You have gained 
another supporter. 

-MB 


Dear EF! 

Nice job on Idaho in the 2/2 84 
Edition. Hope to see one for each 
state in the future. I’ve written the 
Idaho Congressional Delegation as 
well as my own Senators and Con- 
gressmen. 

- Susanrille, CA 

(Ed. note: We plan to do features on 
our wilderness proposals for the 
different states. Montana is next. 
We also need help in finalizing 
wilderness j) roposa I s in several 
states. Be sure to write in support 
of EF! propostds!) 

Dear EF! 

I have thought of another feature 
for Earth First! A “Trip Column.” It 
would serve as a way for us isolated 
Earth First.'ers to find like-minded 
traveling companions. I don’t know 
about you, but a backpacking trip 
with a bunch of nuclear weapons 
physicists is more than I can handle! 
Out here where I live, there are no 
alternatives either. I’m sure there 
are other Earth Firstlers who are in 
a similar predicament when it 
comes to finding traveling/hiking 
companions. 

A “Trip Column” could be started, 
somewhat like the “Sleep Cheap” 
column. People could write in with 
a description of the trip(s) which 
they wanted to take (anything from 
a day trip to a three-month expedi- 
tion) and an address. Anyone who 
is interested could contact that 
person and make arrangements. 

One of the greatest pleasures of a 
hiking trip is being out with a small 
group of people who think and feel 
the same way you do. It is also an 
excellent way for us Earth First.'ers 
to get to know one another and to 
come up with novel ideas for eco- 
defense. After all, both Earth First! 
and the legendary Monkey Wrench 
Gang were formed during wilder- 
ness outings. 

As an example of a trip: I have 
wanted to go to Alaska for several 
years, but have been unable to get a 
group of people together. I have 
planned to drive up the Alcan, 
taking 5-6 weeks, and doing many 
short backpacking trips both along 
the way and in Alaska itself. How- 
ever, I would be interested in other 
ideas. This trip will require con- 
siderable advance preparation, so 
serious inquiries only, please. Write 
or call. 

- Alaska Trip 
828 Pine Street 
Los Alamos, NM 8754-) 
(505) 662-6997 

Dear “Shit Fer Brains” (!), 

You, Cat Tracks and Grizzly Den 
all feel that the U.S. Forest Service 
“sucks,” is “the enemy” and (un- 
printable, etc.), so what in blue 
blazes must you think of the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management? 

— Elliott Bernshaw 
a “sunshine environmentalist” 
(Ed. note: There are some fine folks 
working for the BLM — as there a re 
working for the Forest Sendee — 
but the Bureau of Livestock and 
Mining doesn’t merit any more 
praise, from ns than do the Freddies. 
Check the Nov. 1, 1982, issue o/ EF! 
for an in-depth look a t BLM. Maybe 
we need to come up wi th ana me for 
the BLM like we have “Freddie" 
for the Forest Circus. Any sugges- 
tions?) 


Dear EF! 

I approve very much of your non 
violent action to protect Mother 
Earth, and express my solidarity to 
you. 


I do not know how many mem- 
bers your organization has through- 
out the U.S. and abroad, hut I hope 
that the number should multiply 
by thousands in the future. The 
situation really calls for it. Devas- 
tation by pollution and exploitation 
is accelerating to a degree never 
seen before. 

Reading a back issue. 1 find that 
many writers urge for the declara- 
tion of certain areas as wilderness 
areas, or for protection of unspoiled 
areas by prohibition of road con- 
struction, etc. My God! I agree with 
you! You are really onto an urgent 
matter! 

MANKIND CANNOT SURVIVE 
UNLESS ECOLOGICAL BALANCE 
CAN BE REESTABLISHED IN THE 
BIGGER PART OF THE WORLD. 

A nuclear war can surely kill all 
life on this planet. That may happen 
tomorrow, in a year, in ten years or 
never. We never know. But one thing 
is for sure: Pollution and devasta- 
tion of Mother Earth shall surely 
result the same, unless we turn 
down this materialistic, industrial- 
ized way of life called civilized life. 

10 to 15 years ago Norwegian 
authorities (I am a Norwegian my- 
self) started investigating the 
problem of increasing acidity of 
Norwegian rivers and lakes. It was 
soon found that sulfuric flue gases 
brought by the winds from indus- 
trial areas in Germany and Great 
Britain were the cause of con- 
tamination. 

The contamination that started 
in the southern part of the country 
has steadily spread farther to the 
north, and nowadays, there is 
hardly a single river or a lake that is 
not affected. 

In Germany more than 30 percent 
of all the forests are dead or dying, 
and it is spreading northward, 
threatening Scandinavian forests 
with destruction. 

Of course, industry is not the only 
source of pollution. Modern farming 
is also detrimental; yes, fatal in the 
long run, to Mother Nature. Artifi- 
cial nutrients kill all biologic life in 
the soil, leaving it a mere mineral 
substance. Besides this, nutrients 
end up in watersheds bringing 
biology out of the natural order, 
poisoning potable water. Next to 
artificial nutrients come pesticides, 
of which the effects I shall not 
comment on here, just put the ques- 
tion: “What about the food that shall 
nourish our bodies?” 

It is a paradox that Homo sapit ns 
being the most intelligent creature 
on earth is about to spoil and lay 
waste a planet so splendid in diver- 
sity and bounty. 

Is there any chance then to turn 
development, can we do without 
all the materialism we are sur- 
rounded by? YES, SURE! We can 
very well do without much of the 
industry, we can do without nuclear 
plants (and weapons). Farming can 
be done in either of several ways 
without using artificial nutrients or 
pesticides, and so on. All public and 
private consumption can be cut to 
a fraction, leaving more healthy and 
happy people. 

If we want to listen to the earth 
we could also listen to traditional 
indigenous peoples. 

If we could live as did for example 
the Indians of America, nature 
would last forever, and we would 
all be Earth Firstlers. 

And that would not be to go 
backward in development, but 
forward. 

- O. Ra n a 
Sweden 
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SOLOMON ISLANDERS PROTECT RAINFOREST 



by John Seed 

"Soring the tropical forests is the 
world’s most important conserva- 
tion priority.” Dr. Lee Talbot, 
Director-General. International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature. 

The Solomon Islands are a dou- 
ble chain of quiescent and extinct 
volcanoes running some 400 miles 
southeast of Bougainville l which is 
east of New Guinea ). Lying on either 
side of latitude HI'S and surroun- 
ded by some of the deepest oceans 
in the world the Solomons have 
spectacular shorelines varying front 
extremely deep sounds, through 
coral reefs to some of the biggest 
lagoons in the world. Large volcanic 
craters, sometimes at sea level, are 
still hot to walk on with boiling 
mud pools and jets of sulphureous 
gas. Twenty-four forest types, rang- 
ing from tall lowland tropical rain- 
forest to moss forests in the high 
mountains, cover the Islands from 
the sea shore to the highest peak at 
2,450 metres. 

Isolation and a small population 
has maintained the naturalness and 
beauty of the Solomon Islands. Al- 
though “discovered" by the Span- 
ish in the fifteen hundreds, it was 
almost four centuries before fur- 
ther contact, when Australian 
“Blackbirders” exported 30,000 
Islanders for the sugar plantations 
in Queensland and Fiji. The single 
biggest development came with 
Lever Brothers taking over coconut 
plantations for their soap factory in 
Sydney. By 1907 Levers had leases 
on over 300,000 acres of the Sol- 
omon Islands and had persuaded 
the British Colonial Office to extend 
these leases from 99 to 999 years! 

Fortunately for the local people, 
very little of this land was devel- 
oped by Levers. However, in 1961 
Lord Cole, Chairman of Unilever, 
visited the forests before the cus- 
tomary owners demanded the 
return of their land. Unilever pre- 
vailed upon the Colonial Govern- 
ment to waive regulations that 
required logging companies to pro- 
cess 20% of their cut locally and to 
replant after logging. To this day 
Unilever exports only whole logs 
creating minimum local employ- 
ment and Overseas Aid Agencies 
have had to fund reforestation pro- 
grammes. Very sound corporate 
strategy - socialise the unprofit- 
able section of the industry (i.e., 
reforestation), but keep the profit- 
able section in private ownership. 
This waiver is particularly damag- 
ing when it is realised that Unilever 
has over half the annual logging 
quota for the whole Solomon Islands 
- a massive 225,000 cubic metres 
per annum. 

93%. of the people of these islands 
live their lives as subsistence farm- 
ers, one family in seven having no 
cash income whatsoever. The for- 
ests provide these villagers with a 
host of products which disappear 
when their forest is destroyed. 
These range from lawyer vine for 
lashing their buildings together to 
certain trees from which their can- 
oes are carved. Many wild fruits 
and animals are part of their diet, 
and their customary medicines are 
also found in the forest. 

Page 4 EARTH FIRST! 


Traditionally the land is “owned” 
collectively by communities, and 
some of these communities are now 
resisting the logging of their forests. 

The following story was told to 
us in a palm-thatched hut in a vil- 
lage named Paradise on the island 
of New Georgia. The two men inter- 
viewed are subsistence farmers 
aged about 45 and 60. They grow 
sweet potato, taro and cassava. To 
pay the $10 annual head-tax they 
grow coconuts which they dry for 
copra. Vincent Vaguni, an execu- 
tive member of the Western Solo- 
mons Provincial Parliament trans- 
lated it from Roviana language. 

Forty of us from Karoga 
tribe chased the LPT employ- 
ees who were bringing in 
materials to start a new log- 
ging camp at Enogai. After 
chasing the workers we took 
all LPT’s properties in our 
canoe and transported them, 
to company’s ship which was 
floating nearby. 

The white man who was 
there asked us to go to the 
other side of the bay, so we 
all went across. Suddenly, 
twelve policemen asked: 
“Who tell you to come?” The 
Chief of Koroga, Rueben 
Gambule answered: “It is our 
own wish to come and chase 
LPT workers. And this land 
where LPT’s is trying to put 
up the camp is not LPT’s land 
either. This land is Koroga 
Land and it’s for us Koroga 
tribe.” After bits of talking 
and questions, the police 
then ordered us to go to Tem- 
arae and to wait for them 
there. 

When all of us arrived, the 
police continued investigat- 
ing the matter. The big man 
of the police said that we had 
gone against the law, so we’ll 
go to court. 

After three days or so, a 
boat of policemen arrived 
arresting us to Munda Court 
hearing. The court told us: 
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“You are wrong. You made a 
mistake so you will go to pri- 
son.” All forty of us were 
being charged with “Unlaw- 
ful Assembly” and were sent 
to prison in Honiara for two 
months. 

After being in prison for 
two months, we returned 
home to see our families. 
While we were in prison, 
LPT’s had gone back to 
Enogae and actually put up 
the camp where houses, 
employees and logging ma- 
chinery occupied the whole 
area of land which we had 
stopped them from doing. 

We had gone to prison for 
our land and LPT’s had 
actually started logging, we 
felt that if we just keep quiet, 
then LPT will ruin our land 
and will spoil our forest. We 
thought to have a second 
action which we had warned 
LPT and the government 
about, that was to spoil and 
burn LPT’s properties. The 
warning has gone. We don’t 
hide these things. 

It happened that very early 
in the morning after walking 
in the bush all night, two hun- 
dred and ten of us from Para- 
dise and Jericho within Kor- 
oga tribe went to Enogae and 
started to wake people in 
their houses. We warned 
them to bring their belong- 
ings to somewhere that was 
safe. We told them that we 
were going to burn the 
houses, bulldozers, cranes, 
trucks and nothing will be 
left except Koroga land. 

Some women were very 
frightened, but we told them 
that we were not going to kill 
them or do any bodily harm 
to anyone, except LPT’s pro- 
perties. The workers then 
didn’t be afraid. Everyone 
was burning houses. LPT’s 
workmen also helped us to 
bum the houses and machin- 
eries which was very amazing 


to see them doing that. We 
were glad some LPT’s wor- 
kers helped us and also 
advised us how to burn the 
caterpillars. 

Two policemen were there 
couldn’t do anything to us 
except they were just watch- 
ing the flames up in the air 
then ran away into the bush 
to Munda. We chew betelnut 
with LPT workers and watch 
it burn. We then returned 
home. 

Very early in the next 
morning, Field Force arrived 
holding guns and went 
around Paradise Village ask- 
ing us who were at Enogae. 

No one was talking to the 
policemen. Wejust stay quiet. 

Those of us who raid 
Enogae were not afraid of the 
police with guns, because we 
wished to die in serving our 
trees and lands. The Field 
Force investigate the matter. 
They stayed about two days. 
They couldn’t get anything 
from us except they arrested 
seven which appeared in a 
list forwarded by someone 
from Enogae who recognised 
them. 

The seven were kept by 
the police in Gizo for some 
time waiting for legal advisor. 
Then court decides seven go 
to prison for two years, so 
our seven people went to 
prison. Our wish was to all go 
to prison for the sake of our 
lands and forest. We don’t like 
those seven to go by them- 
selves. 

The logging company, LPT is 
Levers Pacific Timbers, a subsid- 
airy of Unilevers. Unilever trades in 
some 90 countries and has an 
annual turnover of over $10 billion. 
They estimate that $1 million dam- 
age was caused. 

A week after the raid, the Wes- 
tern Solomons Provincial Govern- 
ment passed a motion (without dis- 
sent) calling on all Unilevers 


subsidiaries to get out of the prov- 
ince. There has been no response 
from the company and LPT’s still 
export over 200,000 (ii.M. of rain- 
forest logs annually from New 
Georgia to Japan. They have not, 
however, attempted to return to 
Koroga Land and the clearing at 
Enogae has now been resettled by 
Koroga people, who have planted 
gardens and orchards there. 

The seven arrested will soon be 
back with their families (who have 
been looked aft er by the tribe) after 
fourteen months in jail. 

Though Levers claim to have 
changed their logging practices 
since the raid, most of the land that 
they have logged in the Solomon 
Islands, during the last t wenty years 
lies derelict, eroded, useless, an 
eerie graveyard covered in vines. 
The Honiara “News Drum,” in its 
story about the raid mentioned that 
“Studies showed that it would cost 
three times the amount set aside 
annually (from royalties) to replant 
forests, mainly because of the cost 
of brushing or clearing the pesky 
merremia (sp.) vine eight times a 
year lest the trees be choked. And 
logging along skidder trails leaves 
little topsoil left from the normal 
four to ten inches. Studies have said 
it would be difficult to grow any 
commercially valuable product in 
such soil. 

Where reforestation is attem- 
pted, it is paid for by aid grants from 
Australia, N.Z., the E.E.C.— subsidis- 
ing the loggers, but unable to keep 
pace with the damage. 

The Rainforest Information Cen- 
tre, Box 368, Lismore, N.S.W. 2480, 
Australia, is setting up a world rain- 
forest action network and welcomes 
enquiries. 

John Seed of the Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre has been investig- 
ating the destruction of the rain- 
forests by multinational logging 
companies. 



Vincent Vaguni 


BURGER KING 
DEMO (cont) 


confidential and not for public dis- 
p< xsition.” 

Twenty percent, of the hambur- 
gers sold in this country are made 
from rainforest beef. How much is 
BURGER KING responsible for? 
Certainly, people have a right to 
know. 

Act ions are being organized now. 
To get involved, call your nearest 
EF! contact or get in touch with us 
in Chico. See the sidebar for details 
on the April 28 demonstrations. 


WHAT YOU 
CAN DO 

On Saturday, April 28 (Earth 
Day), people concerned with Cen- 
tral American rainforest preser- 
vation will demonstrate outside 
of BURGER KING restaurants 
across the country. They will call 
on BURGER KING to cease im- 
porting beef from rainforest 
areas, and will alert the public to 
the issue. Press releases will be 
sent to national and local media. 
Groups in other countries will 
issue press releases and state- 
ments in support of the US BUR- 
GER KING action. 

As we went to press, groups 
from Florida to New Hampshire 
and as far west as Hawaii were 
planning to participate. Demon- 
strations were also planned in 
Australia and possibly other 
countries. 

Types of demonstrations can 
vary from the kind done in Den- 
mark (see separate story) to 
simple leafletting. Handout flyers 
and other support will be pro- 
vided to local demonstrations 
from Earth First!. This will be 
the kick-off of our rainforest 
campaign and we will be working 
toward a larger, international 
action sometime next. fall. We will 
be working on this with people 
from around the world through 
the newly-formed Rainforest Ac- 
tion and Information Network 
(RAIN). 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

• Organize a demonstration at 
BURGER KING in your area. 

• Take part in a demonstration 
at BURGER KING in your area. 

• Write a letter to the editor of 
your local newspaper about the 
Hamburger Connection. 

• Call radio talk shows and 
publicize the event. 

• Help raise funds to cover the 
costs of the demonstrations. 

• Write BURGER KING (POB 
520783, General Mail Facility, 
Miami, FL 33152) and urge them 
to stop destroying rainforest to 
produce cheap beef. 

• Write your US Senators (US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510) 
and member of Congress (House 
of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 20515) and urge them to sup- 
port legislation prohibiting the 
importation of beef from rain- 
forest areas. 

TO TAKE PART OR TO OR- 
GANIZE A DEMONSTRATION 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL EARTH 
FIRST! CONTACT (LISTED IN 
THIS ISSUE) OR MIKE ROS- 
ELLE EARTH FIRST.'/RAIN, 230 
W 7th AVE., CHICO, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547. 


DATA SHEET 

In Latin America as a whole, 
7% of the landowners control 
a surprising 93% of the arable 
land. 

Well over half of the rural 
families in Central America 
either own no land or too little 
to support a family. 

Clearly, if Central America’s 
rainforests were being 
cleared to produce food for a 
hungry world (as some con- 
tend) then systems more pro- 
ductive than extensive cattle 
production would be utilized. 

Studies of pasturelands 
cleared from rainforests in 
eastern Mexico demonstrate 
that the annual amount of 
beef raised is about 10 lbs. 
per acre. Compare with 6000 
lbs. of shelled corn and 4000 
lbs. of root and vegetable 
crops per acre per year, pro- 
duced by indigenous people 
using traditional methods of 
agriculture. 

While food production sys- 
tems practiced by rainforest 
inhabitants are, without ex- 
ception, more productive 
than the pasturelands replac- 
ing them, at least two-thirds 
of the arable land in Central 
America is dedicated to cattle 
production. 

Because U.S. companies are 
able to pay higher prices for 
beef than are the local con- 
sumers, prices are driven up 
so that few Central Ameri- 
cans are able to afford it. The 
Central American campesino 
eats less beef than the North 
American house cat. 

Richard A. Block: University of 
Michigan School of Natural 
Resources 

“Tropical rainforests in Central 
America are being cleared to pro- 
vide room for cattle. The' cheaper 
beef is then exported to the U.S. 
where the principal buyers are fast 
food chains.” 

“What makes this even more tragic 
is that the cleared land can only 
support grazing fora short duration. 
In a matter of years, the cattle 
producers must clear additional 
rainforests because the nutrients 
in the soil are so quickly depleted.” 

Earthscan: International Insti- 
tute for Environment and Devel- 
opment 

“The United States’ voracious 
appetitte for beef and the desire of 
many Central American politicans 
and businessmen to be ‘rancheros’ 
mean that priceless rainforests are 
(icing sacrificed for cheap hambur- 
gers. At the present rate of des- 
truction these forests, whose gene- 
tic diversity is providing new anti- 
cancer drugs and disease-resistant, 
crops, will be gone by 1990.” 

Robert H. Holden: Agenda, The 
Hamburger Connection 

“Until 1960, cattle ranching in 
Central America existed principally 
to feed beef to Central Americans. 
In the last 20 years, however, beef 
production has doubled, and ex- 
ports have tripled. The U.S. is the 
principle destination, buying 90% 
of all Central American exports.” 



“With the exception of Nicaragua, 
the grazing thoughout Central 
America is largely owned by an elite 
of Latin and U.S. business that 
prospers by producing beef for 
export market.” 

James D. Nations and Daniel I. 
Komer: Rainforests and the Ham- 
burger Society 

"Nowhere is the loss of biological 
diversity more severe, and nowhere 
is the US. unwitting role in defores- 
tation more apparent, than in the 
case of Central America." 

“Almost two-thirds of Central 
America’s lowland and lower mon- 
tane rainforests have been cut or 
severely degraded since 1950. At 
current rates of destruction, most 
of the remaining forest will be 
eradicated during the next 20 
years, leaving only impoverished 
remnants in national parks and 
reserves.” 

"Only the fact U.S. law prohibits 
imports of chilled or frozen beef 
from countries infected with hoof- 
and-mouth disease has prevented 
the Amazon rainforest from also 
falling prey to America’s love affair 
with beef.” 

“Beef imports from Central Amer- 
ica introduce more than cheap 
hamburgers into the American diet, 
they also bring some undesireable 
ingredients, such as toxic residues 
of chlorinated hydrocarbons (found 
in DDT) and ot her agricultural pes- 
ticides.” 

“The DDT produced in the U.S. 
and exported to Central America 
returns to American consumers in 
their hamburgers.” 

Norman Myers, Ph.D.. The Ham- 
burger Connection, Ambio 1981 

“The wealthy stockman obtains 
forestland for next to nothing, it 
matters little if he needs 5 or 10 
times as much space to raise his 
beef as would be the case if he were 
to practice adequate management 
in t he form of improved breeds of 
livestock, prophylactic drugs to 
counter parasites, and the like. 
Indeed, Central America could pro- 
duce all the extra beef it wants 
without eliminating a single addi- 
tional tree from the rainforest." 


DANES PROTEST 

McDonalds 


Although the US operations of McDonalds do not 
appear to be involved with rainforest destruction in 
Central America, the overseas operations do. When 
McDonalds opened its first outlet in Denmark last 
year, Danish biology students were ready. They 
prepared a two-person paper-mache and cloth cow 
which paraded outside the McDonalds. The cow 
I was “fed” rainforest leaves from a botanical garden 
[and shit Big Macs behind it. 
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by Steve Marsden 

In spite of a mild winter in South- 
ern Oregon this year the infamous 
Bald Mt. road has begun to disin- 
tegrate. It was only a few months 
ago that the machines of Forest 
Service-inspired destruction moved 
down to the steep ridge that marks 
the dividing line between the Kal- 
miopsis Wilderness and the unpro- 
tected North Kalmiopsis Roadless 
Area. Yet in that short time the 
6-mile long logging road scar has 
changed drastically. Large slides of 
rock, soil and trees have blocked 
the road in more than a half dozen 


places. Culverts have disappeared 
under collapsed earth and cracks 
have opened in the road bed. 
Because of the steep terrain, in 
many places the debris from the 
road has fallen hundreds of feet. 
Below the road lies the upper 
reaches of the south fork of Silver 
Creek where, unfortunately, all the 
wreckage is headed. 

This fitting, if disastrous, monu- 
ment to Forest Service “resource 
management” is only a preview of 
what would come if the large old 
growth forests of the North Kal- 


miopsis were opened to clear- 
cutting as planned by the Siskiyou 
National Forest. The wild streams 
and lower Illinois river which run 
through the North Kalmiopsis sup- 
port large runs of salmon and steel- 
head. Of course we can be reassured 
by Forest Service statements that 
these magnificent fish will “not be 
adversely impacted.” The Spotted 
Owls, Pine Martens, Goshawks and 
Wolverines dependent on the virgin 
rainforest which shelters them can 
also relax. They will be “managed 
at minimum viable populations.” 
Minimum populations - Maximum 


board feet! 

The Forest Service response to 
the landslides was immediate: a 
large sign at the start of the road, 
“NO TRESPASSING BY ORDER OF 
THE U.S.F.S.” When the disaster 
was made public the District Ranger 
reacted decisively. “There’s some 
slipping up there, it’s being very 
closely monitored." It’s a real com- 
fort to know that while the ridge is 
being trashed, the Freddies are 
“monitoring it.” Private geologists 
contacted by the press estimated 
the road will cost thousands of 


dollars each year just to maintain. 

Earth First! in Southern Oregon 
proposes the following constructive 
action: 

1 . The use of “soft erosion control 
techniques” (i.e., water bars, re- 
patriation of native plants) to put 
the road to bed. 

2. Wilderness designation for the 
entire North Kalmiopsis. 

3. Declare the ruins of the Bald 
Mountain road a National Monu- 
ment, a just tribute to Forest Service 
expediency. 

In the meantime, Smokey, watch 
out for the falling rocks! 


AUDUBON JOINS OREGON RARE II SUIT 


The National Audubon Society 
and six of its Oregon chapters are 
seeking to join a lawsuit to halt the 
development of national forest wild- 
lands in Oregon until the federal 
government complies with the law. 
The suit contends that the Forest 
Service must prepare an adequate 
Environmental Impact Statement 
as required by the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act. The suit 
which affects approximately 3 mil- 
lion acres of national forest lands 
was filed last December by the 
Oregon Natural Resources Council 
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and is awaiting action in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court. 

“By taking this action, Audubon 
is showing its strong commitment 
to the preservation of Oregon forest 
wilderness,” said Daniel Taylor, 
Regional Representative of the 
National Audubon Society in Sacra- 
mento. “The Forest Service cannot 
be allowed to continue violating the 
law.” 

The suit contends that the agency 
has failed to adequately evaluate 
the roadless areas for their possible 
classification as Congressionally- 
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designated Wilderness. The Forest 
Service completed its RARE II 
(second Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation) process in 1979. The 
agency recommended only 400,000 
out of the 3 million acres it con- 
sidered in Oregon for Wilderness 
designation. Since that time, the 
Forest Service has constructed 
roads, offered timber sales, and 
allowed other developmental acti- 
vities on those lands. 

The Forest Service has recently 
decided to prohibit new develop- 
ment in RARE II areas for two years. 


“The ONRC-Audubon suit seeks 
judicial affirmation of this new 
agency policy and also seeks to void 
existing timber sale contracts — 
something the Forest Service is 
refusing to do,” said Taylor. 

“Audubon has identified 3.4 mil- 
lion acres that deserve Wilderness 
designation out of the remaining 
4.5 million acres of de facto federal 
forest wilderness lands,” said Lynn 
Herring of the Portland Audubon 
Society. “This lawsuit provides a 
mechanism that will prevent any 
further decline in Oregon’s wild 


forest habitat base until Congress 
can decide exactly which areas to 
protect.” 

In radical contrast to the Audu- 
bon Society action, the Sierra Club 
has condemned the lawsuit, fear- 
ing a backlash from the timber 
industry. 


ONRC and Audubon asked for a 
preliminary injunctum against the 
Forest Service at press time. Details 
next issue. 





WILDERNESS AND WILDLIFE 


by Tom Stoddard 

Editor's Note: 7 hm. Stoddard is a 
jxr/yuUir prize-winning researcher 
and author of jazz literature. He 
has authored many articles arul 
two books on the subject. His book, 
Pops Foster the Autobiography of a 
New Orleans Jazzman (VC Press), 
won the ASCAP award. Tbm, is also 
a former Vice President of Wells 
Fargo Hank and is n<rw an inde- 
perulent businessman and investor. 
Several years ago, Tbm, begun 
writing a series of essays on varitms 
subjects to his four children (Jana, 
Hilary, Antigone anxl Marcus). The 
one on wilderness and wildlife is 
essentially presented hire in its 
entirety. His vieui is a radical one. 
He promises to expand some if the 
ideas in the near future. This is 
Pari HI of a three-part series. 

PART III 

The penalties, punishments, pro- 
hibit ions, protections, threats, 
guerrilla warfare and other means 
of protecting wildlife all pale in the 
final analysis if we do not find a way 
to deal with one enormous problem 
- human population growth! It 
must he the duty of dedicated men 
and women to save the extant spe- 
cies of wildlife and wilderness, and 
to defeat the evil shortsighted 
people who would destroy every- 
thing to overcrowd the earth with 
more humans. Once they have suc- 
ceeded in giving us a barren waste- 
land of condos and concrete, 
nothing will recreate the diversity 
of wildlife we now enjoy. It is up to 
wildlife conservationists to expose 
themselves to fines, prison and even 
death to save our daily shrinking 
wildlife heritage. 

Consider that almost all wildlife 
and wilderness problems would be 
solved if human population wascut 
in half or how much it would be 
improved if population was stabil- 
ized at its present level of about 
four billion. As long as human popu- 
lation continues to grow there will 
be unrelenting pressure on wilder- 
ness and wildlife. Even if there was 
a miracle and population stabilized 
or declined, still the human drive 
for better and better life, and a 
longer and longer one would con- 
tinue to pressure our wilderness 
and wildlife treasures. The prob- 
lems are enormous, the solutions 
are tentative, tepid and met with 
great resistance. 

Every human birth is an ecologi- 
cal and environmental disaster for 
wildlife. The present worldwide 
ratio of humans to some endangered 
species is staggering. There are 
about thirty million humans for 
every Great Ape, seven million per 
Bengal Tiger, fifty million per Calif- 
ornia Condor and ten million for 
every Snow Leopard, and so on. 
With these ratios and the human 
ability to propagate, cultivate, build, 
hunt and destroy - the wild animals 
and plants don’t have a chance - 
they are just waiting for their time 
to run out. Great Apes are killed to 
sell their severed hands for $20 
apiece for ashtrays, Snow Leopards 
are hunted and skinned so a 
poacher can collect $100 - but a 
million million words have been 
written about the mindless slaugh- 
ter and a swamp full of tears shed 
as species after species slips quietly 
into extinction. It is time fora new 
view and a fresh human perspective 
that will view the obscene human 
obsession with the preservation of 
every human life as counterproduc- 
tive and evil for both humans and 
wildlife. 


1 believe that, human life will 
ultimately be denigrated by an 
ever-increasing human population. 

1 believe there will ho a reckoning 
where man will he destroyed in 
proportion to his destruction of 
wilderness and wildlife of the earth. 
To illustrate I reason that criminal, 
psychotic and derilect individuals 
will increase in greater proportion 
t han the general population. These 
people will make our lives meaner, 
more fearful, cheaper and isolate us 
more from one another while rob- 
bing us of our precious resources. 
As t he human population grows and 
lives closer together there is mure 
greed and more; chance of personal 
violence, or t he rise of a mad ruler 
who will set off the ultimate war, a 
microbe that will spread with seven 
league boots and kill huge numbers, 
or some similar disaster. It has been 
proven that space between humans 
is essential for keeping stress and 
turmoil manageable, and keeping 
up a needed quality of life. Today 
we surely have enough humans to 
assure survival and to keep each 
other company and we’ve reached 
the point of ENOUGH! 

If, like me, you have chosen the 
preservation of wildlife and wilder- 
ness as one of the highest priorities 
in your life — certainly higher than 
keeping every human alive - then 
certain conclusions naturally fol- 
low. The obvious one is that the 
insane urge to keep every sick, 
psychotic misfit ofa human alive at 
all costs is totally absurd. In fact, 
taking an active or passive role in 
seeing human population stabilize 
or decline takes on major impor- 
tance. This can be accomplished in 
a multitude of ways. 

First let me acknowledge that I 
see nothing wrong with people who 
wish to be inconsistent and support 
both humanism and wildlife con- 
servation. At least they support one 
worthwhile cause. And, all of us 
being humans, must to some limited 
extent have the humanist view- 
point indelibly marked on us. I do 
believe that human comfort, medi- 
cine, hunger and the multitude of 
other forms of rescue must take 
subordinate roles to preserving 
threatened animals, plants and 
wilderness. 

Some trades I’m willing to make 
are: 

1) Stop holding retrials and 
appeals ad infinitum for criminals 
in our bizarre, convuluted and 
wasteful legal system designed 
primarily for full employment of 
unconscionable and lecherous law- 
yers and judges. 

2) Stop the Herculean efforts to 
keep the comatose elderly alive who 
have no chance of recovery to even 
a modestly active life. The resources 
spent here are primarily intended 
to benefit the medical industry of 
drugs, doctors and drones. 

3) Eliminate the expense of keep- 
ing alive hardened multi-convicted 
criminals who have done nothing 
in their misbegotten lives but harm 
everything they touch. 

4) Stop using money to keep child 
molesters, rapists and other noxious 
deviants (the criminally-insane) in 
institutions. Castration or execu- 
tion should solve their problem 
swifty and surely. 

5) Cut suicide prevention pro- 
grams which keep trying to save 
people who want to self destruct. 
And who, if they live, only exist as 
consumers. 

6) Halt the obscene amount of 
money spent patching together 


birth defected children whose sur- 
vival ensures they will produce 
future generat ions of birt h defected 
children. Does the medical industry 
need to be force-fed with baskets of 
money? This includes anacephalia 
(headless babies) and other gro- 
tesque births which have no chance 
for survival or a normal life. 

Consider whether some of the 
above could be traded for a few 
Bengal Tigers, leopards, cheetahs 
and other wildlife or a few acres of 
wildlife habitat. The amount of 
money spent prosecuting, appealing 
and hearing, plus incarcerating 
Jimmy Lee Fain could buy a hun- 
dred acres of wilderness. 

I am taking some positive steps 
to change things. For example I’ve 
stopped contributing to human 
health and research groups. Even 
though it may stop them from find- 
ing a cure for a disease I contact, it 
can also help to reduce human 
population and thus preserve more 
wilderness and wildlife. Stopping 
your donation of any kind is merely 
a passive way to improve the more 
important goal. 

Another step I’ve taken is to stop 
donating to groups that minister to 
the weak, wasted and dying. These 
are the ones most beloved of local 
TV newscasters who want to pro- 
vide a bile duct transplant for little 
(always little - sometimes sweet 
little or courageous little) Rachel 
or Emily or Debbie who needs 
$250,000 and the mother weeps 
uncontrollably while the news- 
caster pats and purrs sympathy. 
Ever wonder if these kids live or 
what kinds of lives they live and 
what kind of children they repro- 
duce? If genetics mean anything 
we can look forward to future bile 
duct transplants and further strain 
on our already strained resources. 
At least at some point the resources 
will run out and reality will need to 
be faced. How much better, though, 
to use the resources to provide 
wilderness for wildlife to struggle 
in on mother nature's terms. 

A step I hope others take is to 
quit or withdraw support from 
insane religions like the Roman 
Catholics and their addled-brained 
Pope who is exhorting his millions 
to breed like fleas and assuring 
them that God will provide. Will 
God provide for the extinction of 
wildlife? And loss of wilderness? 
They also have the temerity to fight 
all other groups who are trying 
to control population with birth 
control, abortion and education. 
How can anyone be so pompously 
self righteous? I’ve only seen the 
insane acting under personal 
visions from their demented God 
carry on that way. His Popeness 
does not believe there is any place 
on earth for wildlife or wilderness. 
We only have room for wall to wall 
Roman Catholics. Other religions 
share a similar vision that God has 
told them man is more important 
than anything else and this per- 
ception has created the anthro- 
pocentric view so devastating to 
wilderness and wildlife. 

I also do not support sending 
relief to nations ravaged by natural 
disaster, drought, plague, pestilence 
and war. Usually the most cursory 
examination shows their problems 
are deeper than the surface blemish. 
More often than not the aid ends up 
in the pockets of the already well 
off, corrupt and greedy officials. 
And, even though all of us can 
empathize with the devastated, 
diseased and desperate, we need 
not make it our personal agony. In 
my view — if it will help control 


human population and preserve 
wildlife and wilderness then it is 
good. 

( )ther t hings I would do is encour- 
age the suicidal instead of discour- 
aging them; get tough with habitual 
criminals and sex offenders with 
capital punishment; let people die 
with dignity; and stop the insane 
practice of allowing population to 
migrate from overpopulated coun- 
tries, where they can’t or don't 
control their population, to coun- 
tries that are not overpopulated. I 
also believe we should examine our 
own lives and improve the non- 
material quality of them. And con- 
serve the earth's resources as much 
as possible. 

In short I am willing to make some 
serious trades of human life and 
comfort in order to share the earth 
with the other creatures and flora 
that are here. I do not even see the 
trades as being a serious impinge- 
ment on human life but rather some 
very peripheral exchanges. I do not 
see a need for muggers, rapists, 
murderers, child molesters, hydro- 
cephalics, comatose octogernarians 
and alcoholic drivers. I can live 
without the John Wayne Dacevs. 
Richard Specks and John Hinkleys. 
I cannot live without areas where 
man has not altered the land, where 
it is as it was a million years ago. It 
is clear we must make choices and I 
choose wildlife and wilderness. 

Finally, I have made a few simple 
rules of conduct for humans to deal 
with the wild. 

1) Humans must allow enough 
space for every species of plant and 
animal life to thrive. 

2) Humans shall only harvest 
abundant wildlife. 

3) Human population and afflu- 
ence must have a limit. 

' 4) Human encroachment on the 
wilderness must have a limit. 

5) Humans must not use any 
wildlife product for vanity uses. 

6) No wildlife will be captured 
and exhibited without provision for 
its normal life and propagation 
similar to the wild. Strict guidelines 
will be set and if results are not 
satisfactory the wildlife will be 
freed. 

7) Any delay of enforcement of 
wildlife rights will be in favor of the 
wildlife. 


FLORIDA 

EARTH 

FIRST! 


Earth First! Florida is organizing. 
In addition to taking on several 
projects, they are sending out a 
newsletter. To get involved, contact 
Ronnie Hawkins, POB 159, Gaines- 
ville, FL 32601. One of their initial 
issues is the Port Bougainville 
development on North Key Largo: 

While the federal government is 
moving to acquire 11,000 acres of 
natural hammock in North Key 
Largo as a National Preserve, buil- 
ders of the “Port Bougainville” 
development are bulldozing 24 
hours a day to destroy as much 
land as possible while it is still 
unprotected. Threatened are the 
entire subtropical hammock of West 
Indian hardwood, endangered 
species including the American 
crocodile, bald eagle, Key Largo 
cottonmouse and Key Largo wood- 
rat, and adjacent coral reefs. 

Friends of the Everglades is ask- 
ing for people to help as observers 
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radical wilderness development 
plans for either the Northwest or 
other parts of the country. 

Earth First! is continuing to ex- 
plore the legal and technical feas- 
ibility of either a national RARE II 
lawsuit or a number of statewide 
suits (see editorial). In addition. 
Earth First! members in northwes- 
tern Montana are studying the 
possibility of suing the Freddies 
over their numerous violations of 
the Endangered Species Act: plans 
for logging and other development s 
such as the proposed Great Nor- 
thern Ski Resort would destroy 
critical Grizzly, Wolf and Caribou 
habitat throughout the northern 
Rockies, especially in Montana's 
Kootenai National Forest, and on 
the Idaho Panhandle National 
Forest. 

In addition. EF! is beginning a 
campaign to actively urge local EF! 
groups, as well as other tree huggers 
throughout the country, to begin to 
deluge the FS with administrative 
appeals, whenever they catch the 
FS in an attempt to destroy all or 
part of any remaining roadless area. 
(Contact Dave Foreman for guide- 
lines on filing such appeals. Local 
groups must file them. Earth First! 
nationally cannot.) 

In a more long term oriented 
action, EF! is taking the lead in a 
rapidly mushrooming movement 
within the environmental com- 
munity to completely overhaul the 
Forest Sendee, its internal struc- 
ture, its basic mission, and naturally, 
the laws and regulations under 
which it operates. During the com- 
ing months, EF! will be putting 
together its version of a completely 
new' management doctrine for the 
U.S. Forest Sendee. 

Howie Wolke summed it up this 
way: 

"We must continue to sue the 
bastards, to appeal their 
every egregious assault on 
natural ecosystems, and to 
resist their destruction by 
any available means, legal or 
not. But we must also begin 
to carry out a long term cam- 
paign to radically alter the 
mission of the agency. Other- 
wise. we're merely pissin' in 
the wind." 

Earth First! Billings, Montana. 
Contact and long time Wilderness 
advocate Randall Gloege added: 
"The Forest Sendee has be- 
come a criminal and immoral 
agency on such a widespread 
basis, that any short term 
victories in the absence of 
total reformation will likely 
be temporary, at best. We 
may, or may not succeed in 
our long range program, but 
it is our moral, ethical, and 
ecological responsibility to 
try.” 

For information on how you can 
help fight the Freddies, please con- 
tact Howie Wolke (Box 2348, Jack- 
son, WY 83001/307-733-5343) or 
Dave Foreman (230 W 7th Ave.. 
Chico, CA 95926/916-343-6547). 


of boat violations and as demon- 
strators on weekends to enlighten 
potential buyers. Contact Jacky 
Robinson at 305-595-7416 or write 
5322 SW 89th Avenue, Miami, FL 
33165. Earth First! Florida may 
organize a trip from North Florida 
for an upcoming weekend. Call 
904-495-9203 for details. 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 

If you want to become active with Earth First! in your area, 
contact one of the folks below. If there is no one listed in your area 
and you’d like to start a local group of Earth First! or be a local 
contact, contact EF!, 230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, CA 95926. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
P< >B JOS. Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

012 Kvoto-shi. Fushimi-ku 
F ukakusa. Sanovashiki-cho. 

21 -J 

Tanaka-kata 
Kyoto. JAPAN 
(075) 043-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 31 Mumla ' 

Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks — Tom Pogson 

SR 20050 

Fairbanks. AK 00701 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

P< >B 1750 
Juneau. AK 00802 

Kenny Lake — Judi Thurmond 

Star Route. Box 334 
Kenny Lake. AK 00573 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 857 1 7 
(002)882-0830 

ARKANSAS 
T.A. Aldaron 

1827 North Jackson 
Little Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 

P< >B 21 

Areata. C A 9552 1 
(707)822-8130 

Berkeley - Ed Heske 

51 Del Mar 
Berkeley. CA 94708 
(415)549-1424 

Chico - Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 

Chi- <>. CA 95927 

(910)342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno. CA 93704 

Marin County — Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415)450-7433 

Placerville - Jake Blue & 
Becky Windmilier 

Box C 

Lotus, CA 95651 
(910)626-9970 

Sacramento — 

Dennis McEwan 

3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento, CA 95281 
(910)487-1376 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buckmaster 

6704 Sueno Apt. B 
Goleta, CA 93117 
(805)908-8812 

OR 

Lawrence Worchester 

935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista, CA 93117 
(805) 908-4478 

Santa Cruz — 

Jean Brocklebank 

418 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95000 
(408) 420-9260 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2230 

Leucadia, CA 92034 
(019)430-3927 

San Francisco — 

Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415)005-0794 

San Luis Obispo - 
Jean C. Gordon 

12414 B Mill St. 

San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

Sonoma County — 

Ken D’Antonio 
10101 Hwy 110 
Forestville, CA 95430 
(707) 887-9107 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th " K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

027 Walnut Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
(303) 449-0379 

Denver — Nina Churchman 

419 Pearl 
Denver, C< > 80203 
(303) 722-5030 


Durango - Steve Rauworth 

8593 Hwy. 172 
Ignacio. CO 81 137 
(303) 884-9804 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850 Laporto ° B9 
Ft. Collins. CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 

Glenwood Springs - 
John Flippone 

POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs. CO 81001 
(303) 945-2075 

Gunnison - Scotty Sidner 

308 8. 12th St 
Gunnison. CO 81230 

Telluride - Art Goodtimes 
Box 1008 

Telluride. CO 81435 
(303)728-4301 

CONNECTICUT 
Louisa Wilcox 

c o Blair 
Whalers Point 
East Haven. CT 00512 
FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 
10830 SW 85th Ct 
Gainesville. FL 32001 
(904) 495-9203 
Tallahassee - Reed Noss 
1735 Yearling Tr. 

Tallahassee. FL 32301 
(904)877-5099 

Jacksonville 
Earth First! 

POB 37138 

Jacksonville. FL 32236 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

214 Powell Street 
Atlanta. GA 30310 
(404) 586-0787 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View, HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago - Chris Sherbank 

1915 W School St 
Chicago. IL 60657 
(312)348-4430 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 South River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312)296-7900 

Urbana — Bill Enos 

1206 East Michigan 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217)384-9010 

IDAHO 

Boise - Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Bonner’s Ferry - Jerry Pavia 

Box 912 

Bonner’s Ferry, ID 83805 
(208) 267-5924 

Ketchum 

Patrick (PJ) McCarthy 

Box 1576 

Ketchum, ID 83340 
(208) 726-7228 

Southeast — Rod Adams 

87 Louella 
Blackfoot, ID 83221 
(208)785-2182 

KANSAS 

Manhattan — Neil Schanker 

1221 Thurston 
Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913)532-5866 

Oskaloosa - Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick - Gary Lawless 

POB 180 

Brunswick, ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301)307-8855 

MICHIGAN 
Kathy Chaney 

4 Woodland Rd. 

Houghton, MI 49931 
(900) 482-0409 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 

522 McNamara 
Hastings, MN 55033 

MONTANA 

Billings — Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(400) 256-0965 

Bozeman - Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(400) 763-4507 


Missoula — Barb Steele 
Rt 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius. MT 59865 
(406)745-3212 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

4316 Pacific 
Omaha. NE OS 105 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vino Street 
Reno. NY 89503 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bruce Thompson 

51 River Road 
Alstead. NH 03602 
(603) 835-0575 

NEW JERSEY 
Stacey Washko 

59 Haiuly Street 

New Brunswick. NJ 08903 

(201)249-2561 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque — Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE. Apt. 3 
Albuquerque. NM 87106 
( 505) 277-5710 W 

OR 

Neil Cobb 

329 Montclair NE 
Albuquerque. NM 87100 
1 505) 277-5897 

Santa Fe — Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Same Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 

Rochester — Gary Bennett 

1 27 Vassal* 

Rochester. NY 14607 

(716) 461-0797 

Troy - Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty Street 
Troy. NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 

Tully - Milton Bieber 

Stevens Road RI) * 1 
Tully. NY 13429 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews — 

Hank & Mary Fonda 

Route 1. Box 640B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
(704)321-4086 

Asheville - Jay Gertz 

120 High Valley 
Alexander. NC 28701 

Star - Ron & Sue Correll 

Star Farm Rt. 1. Box 78 A-l 
Star, NC 27356 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
(405) 364-3555 

OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 

OREGON 

Eastern Oregon - Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

Eugene - Elizabeth Bennet 

c o Survival Center EMU 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 686-4356/345-2392 

Grants Pass - 
Steve Marsden 

6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland - Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg — David Hafer 

RD 1 Box 303 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

(717) 523-3107 

Philadelphia — Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Road 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Kathy Glatz 

POB 1558 

Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
(605) 867-5874 

TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 

107 South Bellevue Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
(615)352-8716 

TEXAS 

Dallas/Ft. Worth - 
Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln *201 
Garland, TX 75041 

Terlingua — 

Rio Grande Guides Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Calf Creek Box 60 
Escalante, UT 84726 

Logan - George Nickas 

372 E. 500 N. 

Logan, UT 84321 
Moab — Bob Philips 
POB 381 
Moab, UT 84532 
(801) 259-8353 
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Park City — Judi Bell-Marcv 

POB 2 159 

Park City. IT 84060 
(801)649-3520 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt La^Citv. UTS4126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hav 

POB 32 

Westminster Station. VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route I. Box 54 A 
Millhorn. YA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton. YA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 

Rockville. MD 20850 

(301)762-1312 

Lee Few 

7610 Glenolden Place 
Manassas. YA 22 1 1 1 
(703)361-2239 
WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 
Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley. \VY 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 

1 109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt. WI 54481 
(715)344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715) 344-7253 

Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison. WI 53704 
(608) 241-9426 

Pembine - Coldfoot Creek 
Route 1 

Pembine. WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

113 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge. WI 53035 

WYOMING 
Jackson - 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance - 
Harry Longbaugh 

POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 82729 
EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. Jf you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest Serv- 
ice, etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help*with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 

230 W 7th Ave 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505)277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

UTAH 

Spurs Jackson 

Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 
WASHINGTON 
Larry Monroe 
5515 28th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 525-7352 
WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 


NORTH AMERICAN 

BIOREGIONAL CONGRESS 
CONVENING MAY 21-25 
by Ronnie Hawkins 

The first North American Bio- 
regional Congress will convene May 
21-25. 1984, just north of Kansas 
City, MO. NABC I will ho the first 
major gathering of representatives 
from the continental bioregional 
movement, including individuals 
involved with deep ecology, green 
politics, sustainability, and native 
and tribal organizations. A Congress 
rather than a conference, NABC I 
will be a five-day cooperative event, 
with all of its content coming from 
the equal and active participation 
of those who attend. Congress time 
will be divided into the following 
areas: 

( 1 ) committee time, for Congress 
participants to form standing 
committees or interest groups rela- 
ting to their areas of greatest con- 
cern (for example: environmental 
protection, land stewardship, sus- 
tainable agriculture, appropriate 
technology, cooperative economics, 
forest husbandry, holistic health, 
peace, ecofeminism, spirituality, 
political strategy, education, legal 
defense) and then set up their own 
agendas for this committee work; 

(2) plenary sessions for consid- 
eration of committee work by the 
full Congress; 

(3) workshops and presentations 
by individual participants; 

(4) open time for networking and 
socializing; and 

(5) entertainment and celebra- 
tion of North America, Turtle Island. 
Camp Doniphan, a rural campground 
just north of Kansas City (close to 
the geographic center of the con- 
tinent), has been reserved, with 
lodge, cabins, tenting and trailer 
facilities and meeting places accom- 
modating up to 1200 people. Nutri- 


lioual, organic vegetarian food from 
local sources and regional food 
cooperative networks will be in- 
cluded in the registration fee, 
estimated at $00- 120 depending on 
type of accommodation. 

Childcare and children’s pro- 
grams will he provided. Color slides 
and tapes depicting the unique 
places, plants, animals and people 
of your bioregion, their sounds and 
songs, are being solicited for the 
Turtle Island Slide/Song Show, and 
squares fora bioregional pat ehwork 
quilt are being assembled (for more 
information, write NABC, Box 129, 
Drury MO (>5<>38). 

The NABC I Coordinating Council 
includes such names as Hazel Hen- 
derson, Gary Snyder, Peter Berg, 
Thomas Berry, Kirkpatrick Sale and 
Murray Bookchin, and they are 
joined by dozens of other, as yet 
lesser known but no less worthy 
individuals dedicated to making this 
a better place for all of us, human 
and nonhuman alike, that share the 
planet. 

Bioregionalism is a new aware- 
ness that grounds us directly within 
the local environment where we 
live and encourages us to model 
our human societies on the eco- 
logical law of natural systems. While 
not directly linked to the radical 
environmental movement in any 
formal sense, bioregionalism em- 
bodies a profound rejection of the 
homocentric paradigm and offers a 
grassroots framework for imple- 
menting the beliefs common to us 
all. There need be no more exploi- 
tation of the land and its creatures, 
no more factory farming, no more 
subjugation of individual beings to 
an industrialism out of control - 
because there is a better way, and 
we are capable of putting it into 
practice. 

Don’t just fight the system, tran- 
scend it! 


PANTHER PROTECTION 
NOT PROFIT POLITICS 
by Holly Jensen 

The Florida Panther is our state’s 
most endangered animal, and with 
approximately 20 remaining indivi- 
duals, this feline is teetering on the 
brink of extinction. Hunting pres- 
sure, beginning with the influx of 
settlers, decimated panther num- 
bers. Despite receiving complete 
legal protection in 1958 from delib- 
erate killing, habitat loss from 
increased commercialization of 
existing wildlands now poses the 
greatest threat to their survival. 

Currently, the federal govern- 
ment has allocated $5 million to 
acquire lands in Big Cypress Swamp 
and $4 million to purchase an addi- 
tional 8,000 acres in the adjoining 
Fakahatchee Strand. While the 
government, concerned individuals 
and nongovernmental organiza- 
tions work diligently to protect 
those areas which are critjcal habi- 
tat for Florida’s remaining panthers, 
Exxon and Ford Motor Company 
both continue to pursue their fin- 
ancial interests, even at the expense 
of this species’ life. 

Through effective lobbying Ex- 
xon has received permission to 
upgrade their road into Big Cypress 


Swamp where they are exploring 
for oil. Under threat of suit from 
Ford, the Collier County Commis- 
sion has granted that corporation 
permission to build an auto test 
track just north of Fakahatchee 
Strand State Preserve. 

How ironic that the very corpora- 
tion who has so successfully used 
the names of wild felines like the 
lynx, bobcat and cougar to sell their 
cars, may now be responsible for 
the latter cat’s demise. It is time 
that we, as individuals, assume 
responsibility in areas where our 
government, both national and 
local, has for too long failed to act. 
Protecting something as wonderful 
and diverse as the ecosystem is a 
noble idea which should transcend 
political and economic boundaries. 
Let us for once demonstrate that 
species survival matters as much 
as money. Please express your 
thoughts to: 

Senior Vice President 
C.B. Wheeler 
Exxon Company, U.S.A. 

Box 2180 

Houston, Texas, 77001 
Bill Peacock 
Ford Motor Company 
Box 2053 

Dearborn, Michigan 48121 





FROM THE ALCOVE LIPS OF 
GLEN CANYON TO THE 
RIM OF AQUARIUS PLATEAU 

A Navaho Medicine Man from 
Navaho Mountain said he was not 
worrit'd about Lake Powell flooding 
the sacred places, for the water- 
molecule people are on our side! 
They will permeate the rock, 
weaken it, then breach the dam. 

You’ve heard about, the damage 
done to the overflow chutes last 
spring, hut did anyone hear about 
the manifestation on the north end 
of Lake Powell? 

High above the Mouth of the Dirty 
Devil River a turbulence became a 
twister. It grew in strength above 
the Hooded Colorado River banks 
near drowned Hite. Then, as if care- 
fully choosing the target, it flew 
over to the group of t railers by Hite 
Marina and danced on the ground, 
destroying 8 trailers. One rolled 
without harming the girl inside. It 
spared 4 other trailers with people, 
then rose to sandblast the faces of 
cliffs who stand as statues, their 
expressions unchanged while the 
River’s backwater laps on their toes. 
The eons within know the artery 
will never be stopped. Stone’s solid- 
ity displays the insignificance of 
Man’s years. Frail as the trailers 
and dams we build. 

Last summer San Juan County 
tiled suit against the state of Utah 
for locating a gravel pit too close to 
a resident’s house. The pit supplies 
the relocated road over the new 
dam on Recapture' Creek. The resi- 
dent is Calvin Black, the red-rock 
county commissioner who believes 
the Canyonlands high-level nuke 
waste dump would attract more 
tourists to his county because the 
largest tourist attractions in the 
state are the Kennecott Copper pit 
and the SLC Mormon Temple. 

Speak of t he devil; Calvin Black’s 
plan to privatize Kit) acres at the 
junction of highway 261 with 95 is 
being seriously considered by the 
BLM. Beneath Bear’s Ears on Elk 
Ridge and in the Grand Gulch drain- 
age, 5 miles from Natural Bridges 
National Monument, the parcel 
would be developed with tourist 
IVs such as: motel, gas station, cafe, 
store and Winriebago douche. 

I believe in Southern Utah we 
should make a mult.i-fed-agency 
wilderness proposal of True Road- 


less Areas: TRA. Glen Canyon Roe 
Area, National Bark Service, BLM, 
and NFS own adjoining fragments 
of vast roadless areas and ignore 
the fact, as they do Rare I, II, III, 
BLM Wilderness Inventory and 
National Bark and Recreation wil- 
derness proposals. 

Here is an example: 

The 80,000 acre Impossible Beak 
is a vital link between (he con- 
tiguous roadless area of mid-Capitol 
Reef National Bark on the east,, and 
the BLM recommended Wilderness 
Study Area, Steep Creek, on the 
south. Their combined roadless 
acreage is about 200,000. The boun- 
dary of the National Forest with 
t he other agencies’ lands stairsteps 
haphazardly through spectacular 
canyons. 800 Elk, Bear, and many 
Cougar use'this area and that across 
the road on the 100,000 acre Boul- 
der Mountain wilderness. 

These two adjoining roadless 
areas are having the entire Pon- 
derosa belt logged off them. The 
Forest Service is selling 71 million 
board feet on the Aquarius Blateau 
for their “Bine Bark Beetle Control 
Brogram.” Also, they say the trees 
are “overmature” and “need to he 
harvested.” The extensive logging 
plan scheduled for ’81 through ’85 
is almost half accomplished. But 
the worst is yet to come. Stakes are 
in the ground for a vast network of 
roads into the Boulder Mountain 
roadless area for the Slide Hollow 
and Bear Creek timber sales. Fed- 
eral agents were camped in the 
areas last summer to try and keep 
the rest of the stakes in place. 

The Bonderosa growing on slopes 
from 7,000 to 9,000 feet have been 
protected by the North Escalante 
Canyons and the 1,000 foot high 
Boulder Rim of the 11,000 foot 
elevation Spruce and lakes-covered 
Eleateau. The trees, with trunks 3 
to 6 feet in diameter, many 500 years 
old, stand stout and stately, their 
stature is flattened - out in the 
forest canopy with thick branches 
t wisted by the wisdom of ages. They 
reach out in a creative outburst of 
elemental stimulation; then inevi- 
tably there is a stillness. The tide 
turns from growth to decay and the 
ult imate process of weathering con- 
sumes the outer limbs, perfecting 
the trunk who lays down and settles 
back into the Mother’s womb. 

- Yeti 


MINERS ATTACK RNR 


When the great River of No Re- 
turn Wilderness in Idaho was 
designated by Congress in 1980, a 
2000 acre exclusion on Thunder 
Mountain with a seven mile long 
access route was left out of the 
Wilderness Area due to mining 
claims. Now this doughnut hole in 
America’s largest Wilderness Area 
is threatening the integrity of the 
entire western portion of the vast 
central Idaho wild land. Two mining 
companies are operating in the 
Thunder Mountain area. One, the 
Canadian-owned Golden Reef Joint 
Venture which operates the Dewey 
Mine, has twice deliberately 
dumped mine wastes into streams 
that flow into the Wilderness Area. 
They have also dropped bags of lime 
and a huge propane tank off trucks 
on their way into the mine. The 
Forest Service has essentially done 
nothing to control this totally irre- 
sponsible corporation. Earth First! 
hopes to publish a detailed report 
on the threats to the River of No 
Return in a future issue. Until then, 
write the Freddies and raise hell. 


Tell them to get their butts in gear 
and protect our wilderness. Write 
to: Earl Dodds, Big Creek District 
Ranger, Payette National Forest, 
Box 1062, McCall, Idaho 83638. 



IPP ASSAULTS GREAT BASIN 
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by Jeff Ross 

The Great Basin: 500 miles of 
mountains and valleys, stretching 
from the Wasatch Front to the Sierra 
Nevada. An atlas would describe 
this land as mid-latitude steppe 
ranging from 4,000 to 13,000 feet in 
elevation with hot summers and 
cool winters; distinguished by in- 
ternal drainage. 

To most people, the Great Basin 
is a bleak, barren and monotonous 
land with little value beyond the 
livestock it can support (barely) and 
the scattered minerals waiting to 
be mined. People who drive across 
it don’t see much of interest except 
for the casinos and cathouses of 
Nevada. There are no ma jor natural 
tourist attractions, no large lakes 
with fancy marinas, no spectacular 
rock formations and canyons, no 
destination spots. Even among the 
'scientific’ community, the Great 
Basin draws littk' attention and has 
never been adequately studied. 
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Nonetheless, there are a few peo- 
ple who see something else in this 
land. They see America untouched, 
a place where they can be as close 
to the land as were our ancestors. 
They see an open land where a 
sense of freedom flows unlike our 
urban centers and more popular 
outdoor areas. 

There aren’t many people who 
love the land of the Great Basin and 
that is both its salvation and the 
bain of its survival. It has been 
preserved because of its low pop- 
ulation density and it is threatened 
by the general lack of interest in its 
protection. Development projects 
are being allowed to rape the land 
with little opposition. 

When the Kaiparowits Power 
Project in the Canyon Country of 
Utah was proposed, there was a 
just and righteous public outcry. 
The voice of the people was heard 
and tlie project was scraped. In 


contrast, the Intermountain Power 
Project. Son of Kaiparowits in the 
Great Basin, is nearing completion. 
It pustulates like a syphilitic 
chancre on the floor of the Sevier 
Desert in the southeastern corner 
of the Great Basin. When it goes on 
line, the pollutants, water demands 
and acid rain from this huge coal- 
burning power plant will put an 
unacceptable strain on a fragile 
ecosystem already endangered by 
mining, dirt bikes, dune buggies and 
overgrazing. Another piece of the 
Great Basin has been bitten off and 
is going to be chewed up and spit 
out in rite name of "profits" and to 
supply the "needs” of the over- 
reproducing. over-consuming, self- 
indulgent masses of our cities. 

Where is the public outcry? Why 
no Great Basin National Park or 
Tide Valley Wilderness Area? The 
Great Basin is becoming a little less 
great every day and we are doing 
nothing! 


BEWARE! 

The Goldenbough-Quiverleaf 
Ents are under deadly attack, and 
with them much of the unprotec- 
ted Rocky Mountain wilderness 
environment. A plague of Burarum, 
those mindless BLM and Forest 
Service tools bred by the Dark 
Power, Sauron of the Stage, slaver 
for their lifeblood. 

Overtly as always, the Burarum 
profess to have the environment at 
heart. The BLM Burarats only want 
to slaughter the Quiverleaf so that 
more water will (low in t he Colorado 
River; the Forest Service Burarats 
say that to save the Goldenbough 
they must cut them down before 
they get too old. By this criterion, 
Sauron of the Stage should have 
been particulated long ago. 

Covertly, the true purposes are to 
maximize income from the Ent’s 
homeland as directed by the Dark 
Lord, build roads into roadless 
lands, inflate the oilshale bubble, 
and to establish a particleboard 
industry to replace the sickening 
t.imberbeast sawmills with another 
industry that, can be supported by 


hearted - clawfingered - fottlbellied 
- bloodthirsty morimaite-sin.ha- 
honda - those vermin of ores." Nor 
forget that these foul ores are the 
spawn of Sauron of the Stage - it is 
from him that they derive the evil 
power that overwhelms what good 
there may be in the BLM and Forest 
Service. 

ARISE, STRIKE THE BURARUM 
WITH ALL THY MIGHT. SAVE THE 
QUIVERLEAFS! 

So warns Gandalf the Grey. 
Editor: The a bore is extracted from 
the Gandalf Saga. As chronicled in 
The Lord of the Rings, the wizard 
Gandalf appears under several 
names. When among Men in the 
North, he is usuallg called Gandalf 
the Greg: among the Eldor (Elves) 
he is know)/ asMithrandir, the Greg 
Pilgrim. His mission is to contest 
the powers of the Dark Lin'd, now 
embodied in Sauron of the Stage 
who is enthroned in the White 
House, and to help unite all those 
who have the will to resist the Dark 
Power. The Goldenbough orQuiver- 
leafEnts are known bg some as the 
Aspen. 


the public for ongoing generations. 
And, of course, by order of the Dark 
Power, to wreak vengence on the 
wilderness environment. 

Forget not how Treebeard, the 
honored Elder of the Ents, in his 
usual concise and explicit way, des- 
cribed the Burarum: “those evileyed 
- blackhanded - bow-legged - tlint- 



Page 9 EARTH FIRST! March 20, 1984 



SOUTHERN UTAH WILDERNESS 



• Mt. Ellen rigged WSA boundary. Photo by Clive Kincaid. 


by Robert Weed 

Greetings from the wilds of south- 
ern Utah. Our first newsletter at- 
tracted scores of letters; many from 
outsit le Utah and even outside the 
U.S.A. The response has been grati- 
fying. It's good to know so many 
people care about southern Utah 
wildlands and want to become a 
part of this crucial network to save 
them. The Southern Utah Wilder- 
ness Alliance (SU \\A) is committed 
to the protection of this unique 
American landscape and will con- 
tinue to use whatever tools are 
necessary in order to achieve these 
ends. This means a wide variety of 
activism from appeals and litigation 
to letter writing campaigns to 
blockades, to sitting down w'ith our 
adversaries and trying to convince 
them that they can no longer sit 
back and have their own way as 
they have in the past. Our task is an 
immense one. since Bob Marshall’s 
nine million acre wilderness is 
under relentless attack from the 
breed that sees their existence in 
terms of dollar signs. We see each 
threat to southern Utah initiating a 
wide variety of responses and 
actions. 

NUKE DUMP 

The primary theat to the canyon 
country, as of this moment, is the 
nuke waste dump. We feel that there 
will be no alternative but to put our 
bodies in front of any machine that 
tries to desecrate what should have 
been a national park. We are grateful 
to the members of SUWA in Moab 
that keep a watchful eye on the 
DOE as well as Bob Phillips of Earth 
First! and Gordon Anderson of FOE. 
We hope that on this one issue 
conservation groups are united and 
are committed to not let the DOE 
take one more step toward building 
this death trap. 

BURR TRAIL 

SUWA contemplates a much dif- 
ferent action when it comes to our 
fight over the Burr Trail. The Burr 
Trail or the Bullfrog to Boulder road 
is a unique driving experience in 
southern Utah as well as being the 
access to some of the most incred- 
ible lands in this part of the state. 

The road begins just outside of 
Bullfrog on Lake Fowell and paral- 
lels the Waterpocket Fold of Capitol 
Reef National Park, crossing Bull- 
frog Creek and entering the park at 
what is known as the post. As you 
drive toward the park, the Henry 
Mts. to the east stand above the 
desert. The Henrys are the last 
named mountain range in the con- 
tinental US, done so by John Wesley 
Powell in 1869. These snow capped 
beauties rise over 10,000 feet at Mt. 
Ellen and look out upon a magnifi- 
cent spectacle of blue and gray 
badlands that are woven into intri- 
cate patterns of canyons and mesas 
that make this country some of the 
most unusual lands in southern 
Utah. 

To the west, the Waterpocket Fold 
unveils a maze of incredible red 
rock canyons in classic Utah style 
that formed from the uplifting and 
folding in the earth’s crust. Soon 
you turn west and strain over the 
10% grade making up the Burr Trail 
switchbacks that have been blasted 
and carved out of the fold by the 
people who first settled this land. 
At the top of the switchbacks you 
overlook the entire scene. The fold 
bends and twists the sandstone 
below forming canyons hundreds 
of feet deep with windows and 
arches permeating the rock. 
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Muley Twist Canyon meanders 
through the fold and becomes a 
raging torrent with any rain. Strike 
Valley is at the bottom with a deli- 
cate pinon-juniper forest, inter- 
mingled among the bentonite clay 
hills that give off soft blues, grays, 
browns and reds. On the opposite 
side of the valley the gray-blue 
badlands of Mt. Pennell reach like 
fingers out of the valley and form 
a moonscape of mesas and canyons 
that rise to the snowy peak of the 
mountain. Leaving the park you 
wind through the pinon-juniper 
forest of the Circle Cliffs and enter 
Long Canyon, gateway to the Esca- 
lante Wilderness. BLM wilderness 
abuts the road on both sides: The 
Escalante Canyons on the south 
and Steep Creek, tributary of the 
Escalante, on the north. The road 
winds through the canyon crossing 
the Gulch and Deer Creek until you 
reach the town of Boulder, Utah, 
and hit pavement again. 

All of us who have read Powell 
and mourn Glen Canyon, under- 
stand what the Escalante means to 
those of us who never saw Glen 
Canyon and those of us who remem- 
ber it. We find some satisfaction in 
knowing that the Escalante is still 
alive and flowing. It is a national 
treasure that must be preserved at 
any cost. Wallace Segner said, “Set 
the Escalante Arm aside for the 
silence, and the water skiers can 
have the rest of that lake. Save this 
tributary and the desert back from 
it as wilderness and there will be 
something at Lake Powell for every- 
body. Then it may still be possible 
to make expeditions as rewarding 
as the old, motorless river trips 
through Glen Canyon.” 

What do the money mongers want 
to do now, you ask? They want to 
pave the Burr Trail. But paving 
doesn’t tell the whole story. The 
road will be realigned and will re- 
quire extensive road cuts and blas- 
ting. The winding turns that feel 
like a roller coaster ride through 
some Disney fantasy will be straight- 
ened into a 50 mph highway so that 
tour buses from Lake Fowell can 
belch their smoke up and down the 

March 20, 1984 


park and switchbacks. Six major 
bridges, spanning Deer Creek, Steep 
Creek, Horse Canyon, Muley Twist, 
Hall’s Creek and a 400-foot span 
over Bullfrog Creek are proposed. 
This is not mere road improvement 
as the county suggests. Nearly $21 
million is being lined up to slice 
through the wilderness. That price 
tag alone should give you some idea 
of the magnitude of construction. 
There will be an extraordinary im- 
pact to the surrounding environ- 
ment that will shatter the very 
nature of the traveler’s experience 
there. 

Last summer Jake “The Snake” 
Gam was beaten on his first attempt 
at money changing in the Temple. 
How was this powerful US Senator 
beaten at a game of pork barrel, you 
ask? Well, eight of us got together 
and formed “The Committee to Save 
the Burr Trail” and beat Garn with 
a letter campaign orchestrated by 
Gordon Anderson of FOE and Lucy 
Wallingford of SUWA. This year we 
are more prepared than last. One 
US Congressman holds the key to 
pending legislation. He is a friend 
and with the help of all of you on 
our mailing list we will beat them 
again. In the next two months we 
will be asking you to write a letter. 
Just a simple act to save this extra- 
ordinary place. 

BLM 

Appeal and litigation is another 
weapon that SUWA has used in the 
past and will continue to use in the 
future. The vast majority of canyon 
and desert country in southern 
Utah is under the jurisdiction of 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). For those who have not 
been following the BLM wilderness 
inventory closely, here is a quick 
summary (see the Nov. 1, 1982, EF! 
for a detailed report). 

The BLM finalized its version of 
what had wilderness character in 
1980. The results were so out- 
rageous that in 1981 18' conserva- 
tion organizations filed an extensive 
appeal before the Interior Board of 
Land Appeals (IBLA) on 29 BLM 
decisions. (IBLA is a Departmental 


level quasi-judicial review board. 
Agency decisions must first go 
through the administrative appeal 
process before they are “ripe” for 
actual litigation.) Many BLM wil- 
derness decisions were sufficiently 
weak or controversial that a con- 
siderable number were finally 
remanded by IBLA back to BLM in 
early 1983. BLM then had the 
choice to reevaluate its decisions 
and either reverse them by quali- 
fying the areas as Wilderness Study 
Areas or else try to reargue or docu- 
ment its earlier decision to drop an 
area. In October 1983, BLM an- 
nounced its “new” reevaluated 
decisions. Conservationists were 
delighted to see BLM return over l k 
million acres to wilderness study. 

However, there were still several 
serious and unsupportable BLM 
decisions that emascalated our wil- 
derness heritage. SUWA directors 
decided that the decisions on two 
of these areas were critical to future 
successful negotiation of wilderness 
designations. They are Mt. Ellen 
and Mt. Pennell in the Henry Moun- 
tains. Because of fundamental fac- 
tual disagreement with several 
arguments already forwarded in the 
original set of appeals, SUWA filed 
new arguments independently. 

We at SUWA have received a lot 
of flak for this action. The original 
appeal was done by a coalition of 
conservation groups led by the Utah 
Wilderness Association. We felt the 
appeal could have been even more 
successful and could have been 
expanded further to bring the entire 
BLM inventory process to a stand- 
still in the form of a possible lawsuit. 
The mainstream conservationists 
were shaken. Many were embar- 
rassed by what what had transpired 
when they themselves were mem- 
bers of the Carter administration 
and let these abuses happen. The 
fact of the matter is that most of the 
major resource conflicts were elim- 
inated by the BLM illegally during 
the inventory process under the 
noses of the same people who now 
refused to rock the boat. 

Present members of SUWA plead- 
ed with those orchestrating the 


appeal to stop and rethink what 
they and the appeal were saying. 
Vast amounts of information that 
took months of field work were put 
at the disposal of the lawyers in- 
volved in the appeal. 

Some of the best examples of this 
were in Mt. Ellen and Mt. Pennell. 
Here during the inventory, the BLM 
had a problem: How to eliminate 
the lands that included the claims 
of Exxon, Amax, Homestake and 
Schauss. They contrived roads, 
such as the one supposedly going 
up Bullfrog Creek and connecting 
with Cave Flat, below Mt. Pennell, 
thereby eliminating thousands of 
acres of wilderness. 

But this was not nearly enough. 
So what the BLM did was to change 
the rules of the game. They came 
up with the idea of a “Director’s 
Exception.” Essentially what this 
said was that if t here was a definite 
“change in character” in the land 
being studied, the State Director 
could eliminate this acreage from 
the WSA. This blatantly illegal act 
actually went through under the 
noses of conservationists who were 
either unprepared to deal with it or 
who were too wrapped up in the 
political game. 

The Director’s Exception cut a 
line through mesa tops that were as 
identical on the side dropped as on 
the side given WSA status. During 
field work and file examination 
SUWA members compiled docu- 
mented evidence showing that the 
line drawn by the Director’s Excep- 
tion correlated 99% to the claims of 
Exxon, Amax, Homestake and 
Schauss. The appeal went ahead 
without this evidence being 
included. 

IBLA remanded both the Mt. El- 
len and Mt. Pennell appealed units 
back to the BLM. The bureau re- 
inventoried and came to the same 
conclusions again. This time with 
the formation of SUWA and the 
financial support of its members, 
we filed our own independent 
appeal. The appeal was written by 
Clive Kincaid, a former BLM wil- 
derness coordinator in Arizona and 
co-founder of SUWA. It included 58 
pages of detailed factual and pro- 
cedural arguments and an addi- 
tional 240 pages of photographs, 
maps and other exhibits. 

We have every reason to believe 
that this appeal will be successful 
in returning 80,000 critical acres to 
wilderness study. But more impor- 
tantly, it challenged the unsupport- 
able decision on Mt. Ellen as having 
been made precisely to accommo- 
date illegally the hidden resource 
interests of four major American 
corporations. The information sets 
the stage for possible future liti- 
gation that could affect the entire 
BLM wilderness review in Utah. 

THE FREDDIES, TOO 

The canyon country of Utah is 
mostly included in its National 
Parks and on BLM lands. A small 
percentage is included on National 
Forest lands since administrative 
boundaries have little to do with 
landforms and ecosystems. Such is 
the case with three areas in south- 
ern Utah. As some of you may 
already know, there is a pitiful 
Forest Service wilderness bill now 
before Congress put forth by the 
Utah Congressional delegation. It 
does not include two of these areas. 
The first is Impossible Peak, a part 
of Boulder Mtn. and the upper drain- 
ages of the BLM’s Steep Creek WSA, 
tributary of the Escalante. The 
second is Wayne Wonderland adja- 
cimtimwd on page 1 1 




NEMESIS NEWS NET 


1 V 


CALTOWN OR COWTOWN? 

Hite, Utah - Cal Blac k’s delusions 
of' developmental grandeur have 
reached fever pitch lately in San 
Juan County in southeastern Utah. 
Cal’s latest wed, dream would be a 
massive complex of hotels and re- 
lated blight associated with a ferry 
scheme on Lake Foul near the 
drowned site of Hite. Black is trying 
to arrange for land from the US 


US FISH & WILDLIFE 
SERVICE POISONS CONDOR 

Los Angeles, CA — Recently one 
of the handful of remaining wild 
condors was found dead in Calif- 
ornia. Tests revealed that the bird 
had been poisoned by cyanide 
traced to a device used by the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service to kill 
coyotes. This demonstrates the 
contention by Friends of the Earth 
that the same agency entrusted 
with the protection and recovery of 
the endangered condor is at the 
same time one of the major causes 
of its endangerment with their 
predator and rodent control pro- 
grams conducted on ranches within 
the condor range. Tell the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service what you think 
about them poisoning condors: 
Robert Jantzen, Director, US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 


NUKE DUMP ADS 
SHITCANNEI) 

Trinity, New Mexico - The indus- 
try-backed US Committee for 
Energy Awareness has shelved 
plans to hire a Madison Avenue 
advertising firm to launch a multi- 
million dollar ad blitz in the six 
states being considered for the site 
of this country’s first high level 
nuclear waste dump. Harold Finger, 
president of the pro-dump-any- 
where group, said they decided not 
to go with the slick ad campaign 
because “It might polarize public- 
sentiment and create a backlash.” 
He added, “If people get emotionally 
involved in something it's very hard 
to talk to them." 

EARTH FIRST! IN PERU 
NAKED AMAZON INDIANS 
ATTACK SHELL OIL CREW 
Shepahua, Peru - A war party of 


disobedience and survey stake pull- 
ing in northern Wisconsin and 
Michigan to rally opposition to the 
project which makes the North 
Woods a prime Soviet target. 

RANCHER ARRESTED 

Hobbs, New Mexico - Magistrate 
Clloria Lyon in Hobbs, New Mexico, 
signed an arrest warrant for rancher 
Robert Huston, .Jr., in -January. 
Huston is charged with cruelty to 
animals for allowing over 50 of his 
cattle to starve to death on over- 
stocked rangeland administered by 
the State of New Mexico. New Mex- 
ico State Land Commissioner Jim 
Baca ordered the rancher to im- 
mediately reduce his herd to a 
maximum of 04 head. Over 300 head 
were reported crammed onto the 
drought-stricken parcel which was 
authorized for only 102. Remember 
that ranchers are the “original 
conservationists.” 

BLM GOES AFTER 
MARIJUANA 

Potts, Nevada - On .January 10. 
the Washington office of the Bureau 
of Land Management released a 3 
page directive to field staff giving 
them permission to use motorized 
vehicles and herbicides to eradicate 
marijuana growing in Wilderness 
Study Areas. The BLM said, “Can- 


boycott against Canadian fish 
products in Europe and the 1 'nited 
States. 

SEALERS DESTROY 
HELICOPTER 

lies de la Madeleine, Prince 
Edward island - A howling mob of 
100 masked sealers pushed aisde 
complacent police officers and 
smashed a helicopter belonging to 
the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare on March 1 1 . The helicopter, 
belonging to a group opposing the 
annual slaughter of baby seals, was 
stranded on the island because a 
local gasoline dealer refused to 
refuel it. No arrests were made. 

Late word row ing in just In; fore 
press time indicated that thrCana- 
dinn sealers wight bt j faking their 
term innt ion of the bub// srrtl hunt. 
Don't start tinging Cannilinn .fish 



government for his fantasy. The 
name of this not-yet-built slum is - 
you won’t believe it — CALTt >WN, 
named after the modest bishop him- 
self. A ealtown by any other name 
still smells like a c-owpic to us. Mighl 
we suggest Foultown or perhaps 
Black’s Blight? 

SAN JUAN COUNTY 

TO SECEDE FROM UTAH? 

Paul Bunyan’s Potty, Utah — Our 
old pal Cal recently wrote a letter to 
Department of Energy officials 
requesting that they ignore the 
State of Utah and deal directly with 
him to insure that the Nuke Dump 
made it to Canyonlands National 
Park in San Juan County. If suc- 
cessful in his secession plans, the 
Bishop of Blanding intends to pave 
or flood every square inch of San 
Juan County. 


CAL BLACK OPPOSES PAVING 

ROAD IN CANYONLANDS!!?? 

Cataract Canyon, Utah - Can this 
be true? Can the notorious Bishop 
Love actually have come out against 
a road development project? Ap- f 
parently miffed at the Park Service 
for ignoring his Kawliga Scenic 
Highway proposal for the Needles 
District of Canyonlands (paving or 
astroturfing all of Canyonlands, 
bridging the Colorado twice and 
blasting all the rapids out of Catar- 
act Canyon) - which would be in 
his San Juan ( Jounty, Cal has struck 
back. The Park Service has pro- 
posed a massive road improvement 
and paving scheme in the Island in 
the Sky district of the Park, which 
lies, except for one mile of road, in 
Grand County. Cal, the Kingfish of 
San Juan, has refused to allow the 
one mile of road in San Juan County 
to be paved until the NPS does an 
EIS. The prickly little Bishop went 
on to state that if EISs were required 
before a nuke dump could be put 
next to Canyonlands, then one had 
to be done before his road could he 
paved. Earth First! would like to 
enter this fray as a peacemaker. We 
suggest that instead of paving all 
those miles of road, that the NPS 
just pave Cal’s mile and put the 
Canyonlands nuke dump in his 
garage or spare bedroom. 


20240. 

COORS DENIES RACISM 

Lilywhite, Colorado - The Rocky 
Mountain News is standing behind 
its story headlined, “Coors Calls 
Blacks ‘Intellectual’ Inferiors," 
although beer magnate Bill Coors 
denies he meant it. The article on 
February 24 quoted Coors in saying, 
“It’s not that the dedication among 
the blacks is less, in fact, it's greater. 
They lack the intellectual capacity 
to succeed, and it's taking them 
down the tubes,” Coors claims he 
was refering to African blacks anti 
not to American blacks. Coors 
doesn’t sell much beer in Africa. 

WALK FOR THE EARTH 1984 

Pt. Reyes, California — A seven 
month long, 3800-mile walk across 
the Uniteil States to dramatize 
environmental, Native American, 
and peace issues will begin here on 
April 1 and end in Washington, DC, 
on October 27. Information can be 
obtained from 2311 Mavis Circle, 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 
224-4899. 


20 naked Amazon Indians - painted 
red and firing poison-tipped arrows 
- attacked a work camp in a thick 
jungle where Shell Oil is drilling 
exploratory wells on January 22. 
One worker was shot in the back 
and airlifted out of the steaming 
green hell. The war party of Piro- 
masco Indians attacked the road 
gang to discourage outsiders in their 
traditional hunting grounds. Howie 
Wolke was reported on his way to 
Peru to invite members of the tribe 
to Wyoming. 

CITIZENS AGAINST ELF 
PULL SURVEY STAKES 

Webster, Wisconsin - Citizens 
Against Trident/ELF announced 
that they desurveyed 40 miles of 
the proposed 50 mile long buried 
extremely low frequency antenna 
grid this past fall. The ELF project 
is a bizarre scheme to provide radio 
contact with submerged nuclear 
submarines in case of a first strike 
by the United States. CATE has 
been engaging in non-violent civil 


nabis is not a native species in 
wilderness study areas. Therefore, 
its eradication enhances the land's 
wilderness values so long as native 
species are used to replace it.” BLM 
reportedly was stockpiling seeds of 
Jimson Weed. 

SMOKIES DYING 
FROM ACID RAIN 

Newfound Gap, TN, NC - One of 
the great conservation victories of 
this century was the preservation 
of extensive tracts of 400-year-old 
spruce and fir in the Great Smoky 
Mountains from logging. Now, those 
great forests are dying from acid 
rain, researchers reported in March. 
Lead from automobile exhaust is 
also involved. Studies are being 
conducted. 

BOYCOTTS CANCEL 
BABY SEAL CLUBBING 

Bloody Burg, Newfoundland - 
Canadian sealers called off their 
annual baby seal slaughter on 
March 8 due to the international 



here) so houseboats can go from Lake Foul to Moab. Photo by Rich Warnick. 


SUWA (cont) 


cent to Capitol Reef N.P. outside of 
Torrey, Utah, SUWA has many times 
discussed both areas with the main- 
stream conservationists overseeing 
the bill. Although the Wayne Won- 
derland is in some conservationists' 
proposal, it's doubtful that it will be 
pushed hard enough to be included 
in the bill. 

Impossible Peak is not even con- 
sidered. Only the Sierra Club and 
NPCA have joined SUWA in pushing 
for inclusion of these two areas to 
be top priority. The third area was 
always a given, even to the local 
government officials. Box Death 
Hollow is the upper reaches of the 
Escalante and is a maze of white 
and red Navajo sandstone that 
forms 1000-foot deep canyons 
lined with waterfalls, potholes and 
hanging gardens. It is sacred ground 
to any of us who know the Escalante. 
Recently they “discovered” C02 at 
the head of Sand Creek (although 
they’ve known about this foi 10 
years)and now the anti-wilderness 
people of Garfield County, led In- 
Del Lefevrc. the Cal Black of Gar 
field County, are having a cantpa igi i 
to delete even Death Hollow from 
this already bullshit bill. 

SUWA and Earth First! are the 
only groups to have called for the 
outright defeat of this bill. Now we 
double our efforts. I could tell you 
to write the Utah delegation but we 
know that is of no use. Instead I 
suggest writing to John Seiberling 
at 1225 Longworth H.O.B., Wash- 
ington, DC 20515 and tell him to 
kill the bill. Send a copy to Dick 
Carter of the Utah Wilderness 
Association. Ask him to not sup- 
port the bill any longer. Tell him it’s 
a sham and a lie. 

SUWA is very grateful to Earth 
First! for publicizing us in their last 
two issues and for giving us the 
opportunity to use this newsletter 
as a forum again. Their generosity 
has carried our message further 
than would otherwise have been 
possible. We hope that all of you 
who wish to continue to help us in 
our efforts, will write to us at Box 
348, Escalante, Utah 84726. 
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DAVE BROWER: MUIR’S DISCIPLE 



John Muir had several iinportant 
disciples who used him as an oxcm- 
plary incxU'l. Kuos Milts. the "Muir 
i >f i lie Rockies." worked in establish 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 
Mills carried on Muir s fervent belief 
t hat thi' National Park concept 
should ho usod to zone parcels of 
land as sanctuaries of wildness in 
the heart of urban industrial civil- 
ization. Ryozo Aztitiia. the "Muir of 
Japan" (see Maymie and William 
Kilties on Azuiua in Sierra. July 
An, HUM. 1979: 42-44) met Muir while 
Azuiua was a young man. The meet 
in>! chunked his life. He spent many 
years writ ini; about Muir and wil- 
i lert toss in. Japanese and was instru- 
mental in establishing wild areas in 
Japan. 

I ndnubtedlx the most important 
person to follow in Muir's footsteps 
has been David R. Brower. Now in 
his early 70's. Brower lias resigned 
is President ofFriendsofthe Kart li 
Ft IK ). the organization he founded 
in 10' id after he was forced to resign 
as executive director of the Sierra 
Club. He now seri es as Chairman 
of the Board of FOE. In 1082. he 
was elected to the National Board 
of Directors of the Sierra Club, 
which could indicate that Sierra 
( 'luh members are now more recep- 
tive to deep ecological principles. 

No adequate biography of Dave 
Brower has yet been written. John 
McPhee's book on Brower. Encoun- 
ters irith the Archdruid, according 
to Brower, has some inaccuracies 
hut is the most comprehensive book 
on his philosophy. The chapter on 
Brower in Peter Wild's recent book. 
Pioneer Conservationists of Hes- 
ter// America (Missoula. 1979) 
repeats these inaccuracies and adds 
many more, as does Stephen Fox in 
■John Muir and His Legacy. 

For the last thirty years. David 
Brower has been perhaps the most 
influential person in the American 
(and now international) environ- 
mental movement. In his tribute to 
John Muir in the Sierra Club exhibit 
format book. Gentle Wilderness, 
with text from Muir's writings. 
Brower wrote: 

"lam partial ... to the moving 
trip that can give the visitor 
the feel of a big, continuous 
wilderness - one in which 
you can cross pass after pass 
anil know that on the other 
side you don’t drop into civil- 
ization, but stay in wilderness 
instead. In big wilderness you 
learn how improtant size it- 
self is to the viability of 
wilderness. It needs enough 
buffer to keep its heartland 
essentially free from the per- 
vasive influences of tech- 
nology. Such big wilderness 
is scarce, and is vanishing at 
the rate of about a million 
acres a year, chiefly to the 
chainsaw. People who know 
it can save it. No one else.” 

Brower has written, along the 
same themes as Muir, that Man 
needs “places where he can be 
reminded that civilization is only a 
thin veneer over the deep evolu- 
tionary flow of things that built 
him." He followed Muir's footsteps 
by spending many of his early adult 
years climbing and hiking in the 
Sierra. Drawer made a number of 
‘"first ascents" in Yosemite and other 
places and helped young climbers 
to “get the glad tidings” of the 
mountains. Brower's life parallels 
Muir’s in that he entered active 
political life and leadership in the 
Sierra ( dub in his middle age years, 
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When Brower became Executive 
Director of the Club in December of 
1952, it was in the doldrums. The 
Sierra Club was little more than a 
California outdoor organization. 
This wasn't always the case, of 
course, for the Club, with Muir as 
its first president, fought a number 
of historic conservation battles. And 
the Club was politically active dur- 
ing the 1940’s in their successful 
campaign for Congressional action 
on Kings Canyon National Park. 
After the interlude of World War II 
during which Club leaders, includ- 
ing Brower, were on active military 
duty, the Club made a few attempts 
to deal with the incredible impact 
that post-war economic and pop- 
ulation growth was having on Calif- 
ornia. But many of the leaders of 
the Sierra Club during the 1950’s 
had a very narrow vision of what 
was happening to California. 

When Brower became Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club in 1952, 
he embarked on a campaign over 
Echo Park dam on the Colorado 
River which became the symbolic 
environmental campaign of the 
1950’s, much as Muir’s battle over 
the damming of Hetch-Hetchy val- 
ley in Yosemite was at the turn of 
the century. 

Brower was born in 1912, two 
years before Muir died of a broken 
heart over the decision of the U.S. 
Congress to allow a dam to be built 
at Hetch-Hetchy. Brower was deter- 
mined that no dams would again be 
built in national parks. 

During the 1960’s, Brower re- 
ceived the greatest amount of public- 
attention of his career. The passage 
of the Wilderness Act by Congress 
in 1964 and the controversy over 
the proposed dams in the Grand 
Canyon were focal issues. Brower 
has staunchly held to his belief in 
the value of “big wilderness" and 
has been a constant advocate for 
wilderness even when other lead- 
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ers in the environmental movement 
turned their attention to issues of 
urban planning and pollution as the 
public caught on to the “environ- 
mental crisis" during the late I (Kid's. 
In an article in Life magazine ( 1966) 
Brower was called “knight errant 
to nature's rescue" and John Mc- 
Phee called him an “archdruid.” 
Brower’s environmental philosophy 
was succinctly expressed in the 
Life article: 

“We must see that something 
untrammeled and free re- 
mains in the American earth 
as living testimony that our 
generation had love for the 
next. In wildness, the world 
gets put to its own music 
again. Wipe out wilderness 
and the world’s a cage. Some 
of our most beautiful scenery 
is sacrificed for ‘progress.’ I 
don’t accept the notion that 
more growth is automatically 
good for us anymore.” 

Brower was questioning the value 
of "growth as progress” fifteen 
years before the “limits to growth" 
had become part of the accepted 
beliefs among environmental 
organizations. 

Brower continues with Muir’s 
philosophy that National Parks 
should be devoted primarily to wil- 
derness, not to mass industrial-type 
tourism. He has referred several 
times to his admiration of Howard 
Zahniser, a leader of The Wilderness 
Society. Zahniser, more than any 
other person, was the spearhead 
behind the Wilderness Act of 1964 
but died a month before the Act was 
signed into law. In his requiem for 
Zahniser, Brower called him a “con- 
stant advocate.” But what he said 
of Zahniser in 1964 applies equally 
to his own career: “All men will 
gain from his devoted effort. They 
can honor this devotion by applying 
a share of their own to the great 
wilderness challenges now con- 


fronting US..." 

Neither Brower nor Muir were 
systematic philosophers but. like 
Muir. Brower is an innovator, a 
person who mobilizes other people 
to "light the good light." a person 
who can publicize the philosophy 
of environmentalism at the right 
time and the right place. Brower's 
message has been especially 
appealing to the idealism of the 
young and young-at -heart. 

John Muir wrote many books but 
found writing tedious and difficult. 
Brower has not written books, but 
has edited and published some of 
the most important and influential 
books in the environmental move- 
ment during the last forty years; 
books which had a major impact on 
people and decisions. From his 
remarkable book. This is the 
American Earth (with text by 
Nancy Newhall and photos by Ansel 
Adams, Sierra Club, 1961) to his 
books for FOE. including The Wake 
iifthe Whale (1979). Brower has 
believed that books could be aes- 
thetically captivating and could 
carry a message for environmen- 
talism without being preachy. 

It is obvious, when one reads This 
is the American Earth, that New- 
hall and Brower were influenced 
by the poet Robinson Jeffers. 
Brower pays tribute to Jeffers in 
his book. Not Man Apart (with a 
deeply moving introduction by 
Loren Eiseley, Sierra Club, 1965). 
Brower quotes frequently from 
Jeffers in his speeches and used the 
line "not man apart" from Jeffers' 
famous poem as the title for the 
FOE newspaper. 

This is the American Earth has 
long been out-of-print, but it should 
be rediscovered by a new genera- 
tion of eco-activists as a prophetic 
book. The final words of Nancy 
Newhall should be quoted, for they 
are hopeful and optimistic, as Muir 
was always optimistic, about 
human creativity and of individuals 
who could “seize the hour": 

“You shall enter the living 
shelter of the forest. You shall 
walk where only the wind 
has walked before. You shall 
know immensity, and see 
continuing the primeval for- 
ces of the world. You shall 
know not one small segment 
but the whole of life, strange, 
miraculous, living, dying, 
changing. You shall face im- 
mortal challenges; you shall 
dare, delighting, or pit your 
skill, courage, and wisdom 
against collossal facts. You 
shall live lifted up in light; 
you shall move among 
clouds. You shall see storms, 
and, drenched and deafened, 
shall exult in them. You shall 
top a rise and behold crea- 
tion. And you shall need the 
tongues of angels to tell what 
you have seen. When all 
learning lost, all music stilled, 
Man, if these resources still 
remain to him, could again 
hear singing in himself and 
rebuild anew the habitations 
of his thought. Tenderly now 
let all men turn to the earth." 
Brower seems to feel that This is 
the A nmrican Earth was important 
for the development of his own 
ideas. He quoted from the foreword 
to the book in a recent spech to 
FOE saying, “I suppose our credo 
was, and still is, related to this 
paragraph": 



“We seek a renewed stirring 
of love for the earth. We plead 
that what we are capable of 
doing is not always what we 
. ought to do. We urge that all 
people now determine t hat a 
wide untrammeled freedom 
shall remain to testify that 
this generation has love for 
the next. If we want to suc- 
ceed in that, we might show, 
meanwhile, a little more love 
for this one, and for each 
other." 

Brower uses the “responsibility to 
future generations” argument more 
frequently in his writings and spee- 
ches than Muir did. He frequent ly 
refers to his children and expresses 
the hope that they will have the 
opportunities for wilderness exper- 
iences that he had. In the foreword 
to This is the American Earth, 
Brower wrote: 

“Although Thomas Jefferson 
argued that no one genera- 
tion has a right to encroach 
upon another generation’s 
freedom, the future right to 
know the freedom of wilder- 
ness is going fast. And it need 
not. go at all. A tragic: loss 
could be prevented if only 
there could be broader 
understanding of this; that 
the resources of the earth do 
not exist just to be spent for 
the comfort, pleasure, or con- 
venience of the generation 
or two who first learn how to 
spend them; that some of the 
resources exist, for saving, 
and what, diminishes them 
diminishes all mankind; that 
one of these is wilderness, 
wherein the flow of life, in its 
myriad forms, has gone on 
since the beginning of life, 
essentially uninterrupted by 
man and his technology; that 
this wilderness is worth sav- 
ing for what it can mean to 
itself as part, of the conser- 
vation ethic; that the saving 
is imperative to civilization 
and all mankind, whether or 
not all men yet. know it.” 



Brower kept expanding his arena 
of concern through the years lie 
worked for I ho Sierra Club, unlit he 
began writ ingol’lhe neei 1 lor " Karl h 
lnlernalional Park.” His last hook 
lor the Sierra Cluh was, he hoped, 
lo he the first on the "earth's wild 
places:" ( hda papas: The Flow of 
Wilil ness (1968). Made famous in 
the history of science for Charles 
Darwin’s visit in the 18:i()'s, before 
lie wrote Oripin of the Species 
( 1859), the Galapagos Islands show 
the ra vanes of men who temporarily 
slopped in their restless journeys 
to hunt whales or Hold in the vast 
reaches of (he Pacific Ocean, to kill 
the turtles and cut the trees on 
those islands. Brower’s concern that 
civilization is a thin veneer over 
man's biological heritage may also 
have led him to choose the Galap- 
agoos for recognition. He wrote in 
the introduction: 

"Man is prolific enough to 
explore across the land, hut 
lie can only do so at the ex- 
pense oft ho organic diversity 
essential to the only world 
that he can live upon... Man 
needs an Garth International 
Park, to protect on this planet 
what hi' has not destroyed 
and what need not he des- 
troyed. In this action, all 
nations could unite against, 
the one real enemy — Ram- 
pant Technology. Here might 
he rescued, for the* improved 
men we should hope will he 
horn in centuries and inil- 
lenia to come, the natural 
places where answers can 
always he sought to ques- 
tions man may one day he 
wise enough to ask.” 

Brower and Muir were alike in 
taking a practical approach to 
environmental organizations and 
politics. Don’t, get tied up with 
bureaucracy and with what socio- 
logists call “organizational main- 
tenance" until the organization 
becomes tin end in itself. Brower 
likes to select good people and then 
give them the freedom to do their 
job. In recent years, the Sierra Club, 
in its structure and processes, has 


grown as complex, bureaucratic, 
and heavy with job descriptions, 
committees, chains of command 
and administration as the govern- 
mental organizations and private 
corporations with which it battles 
(see Devall, The Gorerninp of a 
Volimlor// Orpanizalion: ( tligarchv 
and Democracy in the Sierra Club. 
I adversity of Oregon, 1970). Brower, 
like Muir, is freewheeling, oppor- 
tunistic in politics, and willing to 
"walk a mile” with anyone who will 
support the cause he is currently 
working on. “Always thank politi- 
cians when they do something you 
like," says Brower. 

Brower was forced to leave as 
executive director of the Sierra Cluh 
over t he issue of the sit ing < >f nuclear 
reactors at Diablo Canyon and also 
because more conservative direc- 
tors thought Brower was "moving 
too fast” into the international 
environmental arena. But. as 
Brower said in his FOE 10th anni- 
versary speech (Not Matt Apart. 
Sept. 1979, 12-1:)), the Club ran at 
budget deficits through most of the 
decade of the 1970’s after he left. 
Environmental groups always seem 
to he scraping for money. Brower 
was moving toward “Gail h Interna- 
tional Park" and toward making the 
Cluh international whvn he left in 
1909. Since his departure, the Club 
moved in international directions 
anyway with its Earthcare confer- 
ence held in New York in the late 
1970’s, and with its “international 
committee" to deal with the whaling 
issues, Antarctica, etc. 

Brower continued to innovate 
with environmental organizations. 
He was instrumental in founding 
the League of Conservat ion Vot ers, 
the .John Muir Institute, FOE Inter- 
national (France, Britain, Sweden, 
et al.). He cultivates persons who, 
while probably are not his disciples 
in the st rict sense of t he world, are 
deeply influenced by him. When 
Brower finds an exciting person, a 
person with ideas, such as Amory 
Lovins(.S’o// Enerpp Paths), he uses 
all the resources available to him to 
publicize that, person’s ideas. 
Brower also promoted Paul Ehr- 


lich's writing "The Population 
Bomb" in the late 1960’s. 

In his political beliefs, Brower 
seems to feel that environmen- 
talism transcends ideology. Find 
friends where you can for the coal- 
ition you are currently working on. 
Like Muir and his friendship with 
the railroad magnate, Harriman, 
Brower has had a few rich friends 
who helped him, such as Robert 
Anderson, chairman of Atlantie- 
Riclilield < til Corporation, who 
granted $80,000 in support of the 
•John Muir Institute and its first 
Aspen Conference in 1908-99, hut 
never supported Friends of the 
Earth (which joined the suit to 
block ARCt )'s Alaska pipeline). 

Brower has taken the position 
that in politics environmentalists 
should uphold the standards, hold 
last to a correct position and not 
compromise too early in the political 
game. "We hire people to compro- 
mise" in political negotiations, 
Brower has said. 

Muir and Brower both had one 
"symbolic crusade" which seemed 
to have deeply affected their lives 
and perspectives. For Muir. Hoteh- 
lletchy was the test oft he integrity 
of the National Park idea. Muir had 
high hopes that the National Parks 
would he sanctuaries for free- 
flowing Nature, safe from the 
schemes of the resource developers 
and managers of urban industrial 
society (see chapter ten in Roderick 
Nash’s Wilderness aial the Amer- 
ican Mind. Yah', 1907 ). For Brower, 
the "symbolic crusade" was the 
battle over the dams on the Color- 
ado river during 1950-1900 (see 
Nash, Wilderness and the Amer- 
ican Mind. pp. 210-12 for bib- 
liography on Echo Park Dinosaur 
National Monument and the fight 
over damming the Colorado river) 
and the National Wilderness System 
(1949-1904). 

Brower had recently become 
executive director of the Siena Club 
and, using his skills as publicist, 
leader, agitator, and lobbyist, he led 
the battle on this issue. Again, as 
with Hetch-Hetchy, the integrity of 
wilderness and the National Parks 
was in question. Would the free- 
flowing water in the Colorado he 
"developed" for the expansion of 
industry, mining, agri-industry and 
thus drown the river and its can- 
yons? 

He was chief lobbyist in Washing- 
ton, D.C., during the final phases of 
the legislative battle for the Sierra 
Club and the coalition of groups 
fighting the Dinosaur dams. The 
battle was won, but the war was 
lost. Echo Park was only a small 
part of the total development 
scheme for the Colorado River. 
Several other immense dams were 
included. The Sierra Club executive 
committee met and decided that 
they would not oppose the other 
dams if Echo Park and Split Moun- 
tain were deleted from the pending 
Act in Congress. Those were the 
instructions Brower received in 
Washington. He felt that if he had 
flown back to San Francisco and 
convinced the Club leadership not 
to compromise so quickly, to hold 
firm to their position, theot her dams 
would not have been authorized 
either, and the rest of the wild river 
would have been saved. But Brower 
did not act and this continues to 
haunt him as he accepts full respon- 
sibility for the drowning of (Hen 
Canyon, “the place no one knew.” 
Brower has asked himself many 
times why he did not act at the 
crucial time, hut he can find no 
answer, no explanation. There is a 


lesson in this story for environ- 
mentalists caught up in the hustle 
and hustle of the political game: an 
all-too-often tendency to compro- 
mise away ecological integrity as 
t he "rational" thing to do. 

A requiem for (Hon Canyon was 
published by Brower in 19<’>:i: The 
Place No ( tee Knew: (Hen Cannon 
on the Colorado. Even then he 
acknowledged partial responsibility 
for its death: "Glen Canyon died in 
190:5 and I was partly responsible 
for its needless death. So were you. 
Neither you nor I. nor anyone else, 
know it well enough to insist that at 
all costs it should endure." In this 
book. Brower again sounded his 
theme of responsibility to future 
generations: 

"But where will the chance* 
to know wildness he a gener- 
ation from now? How much 
of the magic of this, the 
American earth, will have 
been dozed and paved into 
oblivion by the great feats of 
engineering that seem to 
come so nutch more readily 
to hand than the knack for 
saving something for what it 
is? ... Again and again the 
challenge to explore has been 
met. handled, and relished 
by one generation - and pre- 
cluded to any other." 

Brower mentioned Glen Canyon 
at the end of his speech to FOE in 
passing a rock front the Canyon to 
his successor, Edwin Matthews. "I 
have admired this rock so long that 
it is part of me.” he said, "and we are 
both just waiting for that clean air 
as Glen Canyon starts healing. 
Neither of us should wait too long. 
It would deprive too many people 
of their right to know again what 
was one of the most beautiful places 
of all on the most beautiful Earth of 
all." Perhaps Brower’s sense of guilt, 
or the lessons he learned in the 
early 1950’s, motivated him to fight 
so hard in the 1960’s when dams 
were proposed in the Grand Can- 
ton. Using words strongly remini- 
scent of Muir's "dam Hetch-Hetchy. 
might as well dam the temples." 
Brower argued in a series of full- 
page ads in major newspapers 
throughout the country that "dam- 
ming the Grand Canyon would be 
like flooding the Sistine Chapel so 
tourists could get nearer the 
ceiling." 

A final parallel with Muir is that, 
while they were both on the side of 
the "god of free-flowing rivers." as 
Brower said: on the side of the bears 
"if a war of the races should come." 
as Muir said, they were also human- 
itarians. Both have expressed great 
concern for their children, their 
friends, and for people on a personal 
individual level. Like Muir, who 
travelled to Asia and Alaska in his 


sixties. Brower made a Himalayan 
trek in Nepal when he was (1) and 
the experience seems to have been 
important in revitalizing his opli 
mism for individual humans. In his 
speech to Ft IE he said. "I am not 
quite sure what I will do when I 
grow up. hut for the next sixty years 
or so, encouraged by wlmt a trek to 
Nepal's fountains can do for me, I 
expect to he fascinated." -hist as 
Muir found the American Indians 
on the verge of destruction by a 
thoughtless European culture. 
Brower found the Nepalese on the 
verge of being dost n wed by indus 
trial tourism, by countless numbers 
of Western tourists trampling and 
(list tu bing the delicate social fabric 
of mountain villages. Brower feels 
that w o urban Westerners can learn 
something from the rules of the 
Nepalese: never make a child cry 
and never do any) lung to cm hurra" 
another person. 

Stuart Udall called Brower the 
"out t ing edge'of the environment. 1 1 
movement in America and in his 
eightieth decade Brower took m. 
the task of bringing together the 
peace movement and the environ 
mental movement. Inspired by the 
Jonathan Schell polemic. Tin Fan 
of the Earth (Knopf. NY. 19S2 t. 
Brower organized a series of "fate 
of theeart h" conferences. "The Fate 
of the Earth conferences, we hope, 
will bring the environmental and 
peace movements together and set 
an example that will get all other 
movements working together for a 
livable earth." Brower told Harold 
Gilliam of the San Francisco Chron- 
icle (_SF Chronicle. This World. ( let.. 
16. 1983. p. 18). 

We are left with questions in- 
spired by Muir and Brower: can the 
human race limit itself and reverse 
the path of destruction which was 
done in the name of Progress, eco- 
nomic development and greed? Will 
the free-flowing rivers and major 
ecosystems be restored? The sym- 
bolic crusade of the 1980’s might be 
to dismantle the Hetch-Hetchy and 
Glen Canyon dams. The god of the 
free-flowing rivers is waiting to be 
released. And as Brower has said, 
neither the god. nor we. should wait 
too long. 

“ Special thanhs to Dare Brower 
for reriewinp and correct i in/ the 
final rersion of this paiier. Oc- 
tober. 10t S’). 

Rill Derail is a professoral Hi in 
bold t Slate Lvirersitp. Arc: ‘a, 
California, anil editor of Yokes 
for Deep Ecology to be published 
bp Earth First! and Dream Garden 
Press this fall. Derail will discuss 
the historical sipuificancc of the 
Diolnmne Rirerat the Earth First! 
Sate The Tuolumne Rail// on April 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 

TREE SPIKING 


By William Haywood 

Tree-spiking is an extremely 
effective method of deterring timber 
sales, which deserves to be em- 
ployed far more widely than here- 
tofore. Mill operators are quite wary 
of accepting timber which has a 
likelihood of contamination with 
hidden metal objects - saws are 
expensive, and a •spiked" log can 
literally bring operations to a 
screeching halt, at least until a new 
1 >lade can be put into service. The 
Forest Sendee is nervous enough 
about tree spiking that it has failed 
to publicize past incidents, for fear 
that the practice might spread. 

There are two basic philosophies 
of tree spiking. Some people advo- 
cate spiking the base of each tree 
(i.e., driving several nails at an 
angle, into the first two or three 
feet of the trunk above the ground). 
The object of this method is to 
impede the sawyer in the felling of 
the tree. Certainly, hitting a nail 
with a chainsaw will halt opera- 
tions, at least until the chain can be 
replaced. But this method has one 
quite serious drawback - the very 
real possibility that the feller might 
be injured in the process, either by 
the kickback of the bar when the 
nail is struck, or by the flying chain, 
should it break. An incident like 
this would probably be counter- 
productive in the long run, and 
besides, it is not really necessary to 
spike trees in this manner. This 
leads us to the second method of 
spiking - to drive large nails into 
the trunk well above the area where 
a feller would operate. The object 
of these nails is to destroy blades in 
the sawmill. Since in large mills the 
blades are operated from a control 
booth some distance from the actual 
cutting, this method is unlikely to 
cause anyone ir\jury, even if the 
blade should break in the process 
of hitting the nail, an unlikely event 
in any case. It is true that in small, 
“backyard” sawmills the operator 
might be standing close to the blade, 
but we are assuming that anyone 
contemplating spiking will be doing 
it on large timber sales, where the 
trees are destined for a corporate, 
rather than a family, operation. 

I can anticipate an objection at 
this point. “Wait a minute," someone 
says, "If the purpose of spiking trees 
is to save them from being cut, then 
what good does it do if the tree 
wrecks a blade in the mill? It’s too 
late to save the tree, isn’t it?” The 
answer is that the value of the 
spiking is in its deterrent effect. 
After the trees are spiked, the fact 
of the spiking must somehow be 
made known. If this is made known 
before the timber has actually been 
sold - which is the most effective 
time to do it - the spiking can have 
an amazingly dampening effect on 
competitive bidding - that is, if the 
Freddies don’t simply cancel the 
sale, which is a real possibility. We 
will go into the method of publi- 
cizing the spiking later. For the 
moment, we’ll deal with the actual 
mechanics of spiking, which is really 

Page 14 EARTH FIRST! 


quite a simple operation. 

The basic tools of the spiker are a 
large hammer and a bunch of large 
nails. Don't make the mistake of 
using too small a hammer - one 
should carry a hammer of the "sin- 
gle-jack” variety (a one-handed 
sledgehammer) with a head of 2L 
to 3 pounds. As for the nails, they 
should be reasonably large, but one 
should bear in mind that the huger 
the nails, the more time and energy 
are required to drive them. Perhaps 
the ideal size would be a 60-penny 
(60d) nail. This nail is about Oh 
inches long and is the largest "com- 
mon” nail readily available in buil- 
ding supply stores. Larger nails 
(called spikes) are sold by their size 
in inches. Spikes should not he 
needed in most cases, though they 
might be useful in special cases, 
such as where extremely large trees 
are involved. 



V * 
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Since the more trees that are 
spiked, the greater the deterrent 
factor, one nail per tree ought to be 
sufficient. For a major timber sale, 
to spike several hundred trees 
might be a worthy goal, but even a 
few dozen spiked trees would be 
of some value. The trees should be 
spiked at various intervals above 
the ground, and some effort should 
be made to camouflage them, unless 
the spiking is several years in ad- 
vance of the sale, in which case 
nature will camouflage the nails by 
growing over them. In any event, 
the nails should be driven in flush, 
and the heads may be disguised 
(over the short term) by pitch, bits 
of bark or paint. When the Freddies 
find out that a sale has been spiked, 
they are almost certainly going to 
send people into the field to inves- 
tigate - this has been done in past 
incidents. If the Freddies actually 
find a few nails, so much the better. 
But if they fail to find most of them, 
and realize this, the deterrent 
potential is at its greatest. 

While it would be acceptable to 
drive some of the nails in at the 
height of a standing person, since 
this is the most convenient location, 
an effort ought to be made to place 
most of them higher. There are two 
reasons for this. First, nails placed 
above head height will be harder to 
spot by investigators, and second, if 
all the nails are placed in the same 
location, and the investigators 
determine this, they might decide 
that they can proceed with the sale 
anyway, and just not send the lower 
part of the tree to the mill. There 
are a number of ways in which the 
nails can be placed high. If it is 
possible to obtain climbing spikes 
(metal spurs which attach to boots, 
used by smokejumpers and others 
in forestry work ) these can be em- 
ployed. The spiker can fabricate a 
light, portable ladder which can be 
carried from tree to tree. If two 
people are spiking, one could stand 
on the other’s shoulders while 
driving the nails. Perhaps one solu- 
tion to this problem would be to 
spike in the winter, with several 
feet of snow on the ground, using 
skis or snowshoes. 

It might be a good idea to employ 
two people anyway, with one acting 
as a lookout. It cannot be stressed 
too strongly that spiking is a poten- 
tially dangerous activity. To be 
taken in the act by Freddies would 
more than likely result in criminal 
charges of some sort; to be taken in 
the act by loggers or other rednecks 
might well result in a far worse fate. 
Be careful. 

When should one spike? Since 
spiking is somewhat time-consum- 
ing (a thorough job of spiking a 
single sale might take several work- 
ing days), one should not wait until 
the last minute before the trees are 
scheduled to fall. Ideally, trees 
should be spiked, and warning 
given, well before bidding on a sale 


takes place. If the Freddies have 
already marked the unit boundaries 
and the trees within the units, the 
spiker’s task is somewhat simplified, 
since he/she can concentrate on 
trees definitely earmarked for sacri- 
fice. And it is not uncommon for 
trees to be marked 2 or 3 years in 
advance of a sale. However, there 
are disadvantages to waiting for the 
trees to be marked, too. For one 
thing, there is a greater likelihood 
of encountering people in the woods 
(timber beasts, prospective bidders, 
etc.). In the case of critical roadless 
areas, it is best to start spiking as 
soon as it is known that that area is 
earmarked for logging. Not only can 
one do a more leisurely, deliberate 
job of spiking, but there is more 
time for nature to heal the traces of 
the deed. It is not really essential 
that one wait until units and trees 
have been marked. If one knows 
the species in commercial demand 
in the region, it will suffice to seek 
out the concentrations of those 
trees, and start spiking the biggest 
and straightest ones. 

Something might be said at this 
point about timber marking prac- 
tices. Unfortunately, there is really 
no uniform system, and practices 
may change from time to time. One 
color will be used to mark trees on 
the perimeter of a given “unit.” 
Other colors will be used to mark 
trees within that unit, indicating 
which trees are to be cut. Each 
timber sale usually has several 
numbered units within it (which 
may be close together or may be 
widely scattered, depending on how 
heavy the planned logging is). The 
cutting takes place within these 
units, and depending on the species 
involved and on local forest useage, 
that cutting may be selective or it 
may be a clearcut. At the present 
time, in the Rocky Mountain Region, 
the Freddies are marking unit 
boundaries with red or orange paint 
(one can usually tell a unit boun- 
dary because some of the trees will 
bear the number of that unit). With- 
in the units, those trees to be left 
(not cut) are marked with yellow 
paint at the base. However, since in 
some areas the practice still may be 
to mark the trees to be cut, and 
since the color scheme may well 
vary, one should make an effort to 
know the marking policy for the 
area in which one is operating. 

We have left until last what is 
probably the most sensitive aspect 
of spiking - the notification to the 
“authorities” of the deed. As has 
been mentioned already, this should 
ideally be done before any actual 
bidding has taken place on the sale, 
and the best place to send notice 
would be to the District Ranger 
and/or Forest Supervisor involved. 
In cases where it hasn’t, been possi- 
ble to spike until after bidding has 
taken place, the Freddies and the 
mill which has received the contract 


should be notified. Notifying the 
local media is probably neither 
necessary nor desirable in most 
cases. As has been said, the Fred- 
dies like to keep spiking cases quiet . 
They will probably quietly drop a 
timber sale rather than publicize 
sabotage, and since the name of the 
game should be saving wilderness 
and trees, this should be perfectly 
acceptable to the monkeywrencher. 

Needless to say, the warning 
should be ANONYMOUS, and the 
less clues as to the identity of the 
sender, the better. The notice need 
only say that a large number of 
trees in the such-and-such timber 
sale have been spiked and give 
reasons for the action, if that can he 
done without giving a clue as to the 
sender. The sender should be ex- 
tremely careful not to leave any 
clues in or on the letter itself. A 
good method would be to use a 
rented typewriter. Leave no finger- 
prints on either the paper or the 
envelope, and mail from a “neutral” 
location (like a large city). Properly 
done, spiking should be a reason- 
ably safe means of sabotage, but 
one which has definite potential as 
a method of saving wilderness. 


Dear EF! 

In yourBrigid edition, Mooncrow 
discussed the use of smoke bombs 
to slow down the enemy in the Dear 
Ned Ludd column. While I agree 
that the use of this interesting tool 
can be effective, I would like to 
point out that the possession of 
smoke bombs is legal and the use of 
smoke bombs for pure mischief and 
harassment would most likely be a 
misdemeanor violation, hut this is 
not the case for teargas. 

In most states, possession of t ear- 
gas (or C.N. and C.S. gas) without a 
license is -a felony. Improper use of 
teargas and use without a permit is 
a felony in most states - yes, there 
are standards for using the stuff. 
Transportation across state lines is 
covered by a batch of federal laws 
that carry heavy sentences - at 
least they’re heavy to me. 

- Ranyer Flat hat 


Dear EF! 

A note on heavy equipment: 
Sugar in the gas tank does not work. 
Sand or other grit in the lubrication 
oil is still best but you must get 
around the strainer filter found on 
much equipment. A little at a time 
poured down the dipstick spout and 
rammed down with the dipstick is 
just one way. Also, the cheap plastic 
handles for holding spray paint cans 
are great for night work. You simply 
pointand pull t.hetriggerand never 
have to spray paint the palm of 
your hand again. 

- In The West 


NO EVIDENCE 

The basic principles are: is evidence. Your blood is evidence. 


MAMA RUE ON ENLIGHTENMENT 



1 ) Don’t leave anything at the 
site (.hat. can be connected with you. 

2) Don’t take anything away with 
you that, can be connected with the 
site. 

Wear coveralls or common work 
clothes. They are practical, and 
their parts, like buttons, are not 
likely to arouse suspicion should 
they be lost on site. Use a common 
color for the same reason. 

Minimize what you wear and take 
with you onto the site. Remember, 
if you don’t have it with you, you 
can’t drop it for the authorities to 
pick up later. 

Use common work gloves. The 
cotton knit ones arc' cheap, com- 
mon, and easily cleaned or disposed 
of. 

Remove fingerprints from every- 
thing before you enter the site. Don’t 
forget to clean-off internal parts like 
flashlight lens, bulb, and batteries 
and radio batteries. Also, insides of 
cases and tool boxes. Anything 
found by the authorities will be 
fingerprinted in every conceivable 
place you could leave a fingerprint. 

Don’t leave footprints. Wear a 
common kind of work boot or shoe. 
Cover them with a heavy cloth bag 
or wrap to blank-out the sole. 
Cotton duck canvas and burlap 
work well and are easily disposed 
of. 

Avoid leaving tire tracks. This is 
hard unless your vehicle stays on 
pavement. Use a common brand, 
size, and style of tire. Avoid damp 
or muddy ground. Generally, if you 
stay on compacted roads and use 
the same roads that site workers 
use there shouldn’t be much prob- 
lem. If you must drive where tracks 
will be conspicuous, sweep with a 
branch or broom or drag a large 
branch tied in such a way that it 
can be released quickly while driv- 
ing. This is often useless on wet 
ground. 

Use top-quality tools. Tools that 
break cause injury. They also leave 
evidence. Stay with common U.S. 
brands like Proto, Thorsen, Chal- 
lenger, Utica, Bonney, Wright, 
Snap-On, New Britain, SK, Dia- 
mond, Ridgid, H.K. Porter, Chan- 
nellock, Craftsman, etc. Avoid, at 
any price, tools made in Taiwan or 
Hong Kong. 

Tools like wrenches and bolt- 
cutters leave marks, so dress-up 
their working surfaces with a stone 
or file afterwards. Better yet, re- 
move the broken bolts, nuts, and 
chain link pieces, etc., carry them 
off site, and throw them far away. 

Anything written should be 
either innocuous or coded. Best 
never to write anything related to 
the action. 

Use deliberate “false evidence” 
very carefully. If no real evidence is 
left behind, the scattering of false 
evidence is a waste of time. It can 
also backfire and/or get an innocent 
person or group into trouble. 

Remove dirt, mud, grease, oil, 
paint, etc. from tools and clothes as 
soon as possible. Use an ultraviolet 
light to check for special marker 
dyes. If you suspect a special marker 
dye, dispose of the article. Clean 
tools of plating chips or paint chips 
before and after the action (remem- 
ber: you worked on your green 
pickup yesterday with the same 
wrench, and if you leave green paint 
on the bulldozer or have yellow 
bulldozer paint on your wrench, it 
may be incriminating). 

Think. The length of your step 


Watch for infrared cameras or any 
strange electronic equipment.. Don’t 
photodocument your action (sur- 
prisingly some people do!), and 
never tell anyone who doesn’t need 
to know. 

Avoid suspicion in the first place. 
Be conspicuous when appropriate. 
Act normal. Try to use clothing and 
equipment that have other legiti- 
mate uses. Don’t hide anything that 
wouldn’t be hidden under normal 
circumstances. Use big tool boxes 
that can be used to hide things in a 
“legitimate” manner. Prepare your 
story/alibi in advance. 

— Happy raiding, 
Robyn Honda 



Dear KF! 

An idea for your readers: If you ’re 
not happy about the .junk mail 
you’re receiving, take the postage- 
free envelope and tape it to a cigar 
box full of bricks or rocks. I just 
finished sending two bricks to the 
Republican Party (God knows how 
they got my name) and while I’m 
not sure if it will get me off their 
mailing list, it sure gave me a lot of 
satisfaction. 

— Sa n Diego 

SNOWMOBILES 

It’s time for Earth First! readers 
to haul out the old monkey wrench 
and turn the screws on the snow- 
mobiling cult. 

As you are aware, the machines 
destroy the solitude of the woods 
with excessive noise, waste energy 
and resources, and wreak damage 
on plants and animals. 

I propose a committed but de- 
centralized effort, beginning with 
the departure of snow, to remove 
and ruin signs and posts associated 
with snowmobile trails. Trail 
markers and trail identification and 
promotion signs should all be re- 
moved. Safety signs, such as stop 
signs at intersecting highways, 
should probably remain. 

Equipment for sign removal is 
minimal - usually a box end or 
crescent wrench to turn out a 
couple of lag screws. Upon removal, 
the signs should be bent, defaced, 
or otherwise rendered unusable, 
then stashed under leaves or brush 
where they will eventually rot into 
the ground. 

If concealment is not a problem, a 
small pruning saw or bow saw 
would also be useful — to cut the 
sign post into several pieces. 

Removing snowmobiling signs 
will serve to discourage the cult by 
decreasing the accessibility of trails, 
eliminating the “advertising value” 
of sign posts, and siphoning away 
at least some of the funds that 
would go to trail expansion. 

In one northern county alone last 
year, eco-raiders removed over 
$2000 worth of signs out of a pos- 
sible $5000 worth. 

Maintenance costs for snow- 
mobile trails can also be increased 
by pushing snags, dead trees, etc., 
over so that they fall across the 
trails. It’s a good way to combine 
some low commitment monkey- 
wrenching with a hike in the woods. 

If we all do our work this spring, 
summer, and fall, the snowmobile 
trails should be in ragged shape by 
next winter. 

— Sincerely, 
Carticral, MN 


Oh, Nirvana J 

Don ’t you wait Jor me. 

For I'm trudging through 

the wilderness 
Mon key wrenching to he free. 

( to the tune of “Oh, Susanna!") 

A resounding “Hurrah!” to ('him 
Blea for her article in Earth First! 
September 23rd entitled “The Ar- 
rogance of Enlightenment.” Boy, do 
1 get frustrated by all the Earth 
lovers who sit meditating on their 
chakras and can’t be bothered to 
take so much action as to hug a 
tree. 

Where I live, there must be three 
different paths to enlightenment for 
eveiy inhabitant. A friend of mine 
once said this is the only place 
(Santa Fe) he had ever been where 
the vibes travel vertically instead 
of horizontally. That’s all right; I’m 
not knocking it, and I like what it’s 
done for me. But if what one learns 
from the inner voyage, the vision 
quest, the acupuncture treatment, 
body integration, dance therapy, 
aura balancing, or whatever is never 
bought to bear on concrete reality, 
what good is it? Enlightenment is 
said to increase one’s ability to love, 
but all the love a person can feel 
and verbally express is so much air 
until that love is expressed by 
action. What does it mean to love 
the Earth if one never gives any 
time and energy to help protect Her 
from those who wish only to domin- 
ate and abuse Her? What does it 
mean to love another person if one 
is never willing to stand hand-in- 
hand or back-to-back to defend your 
common interests? Enlightenment 
is said to be a way to increase one’s 
personal power, but to what use is 
the power being put if not to defend 
one’s own environment and per- 
sonal values? 

Have you ever noticed that many 
(if not all) of the techniques sup- 
posed to raise consciousness are 
derived from heavily overpopulated 
countries like China and India? 
Since effective birth control 


methods are only about 25 years 
old, it makes one wonder if enlight- 
enment techniques evolved as a 
means of coping with the stress of 
too many people and no way to get 
away from them except going inside 
oneself. I've noticed there is no need 
to chant a mantra to cairn myself if 
I'm surrounded by wilderness, 
whether it’s forest or desert. Now, I 
can certainly see the value in having 
a way to stay calm when some s.o.b. 
is trying to run you down with a 
bulldozer. But let’s not lose sight of 
the objective, which is to get the 
s.o.b. and his bulldozer out of the 
wilderness. The reason for staying 
calm is to enable you to fight or to 
passively resist more effectively 
whenever you come into conflict 
with another person. 

Since people are each unique and 
different and each one has his or 
her own way of doing things and 
his or her own expectations about 
how other people should act, it’s 
just a fact of life that people are 
constantly in conflict. Should one 
be nice and give the other person 
what s/he wants (and expect nice- 
ness in return)? Or should one be 
powerful, take what one wants and 
expect that the other person will 
try to take what s/he wants? The 
advantage that nonviolent resis- 
tance has is that it permits a person 
to be both at the same time. Of 
course, the disadvantage is that 


nonviolent protestors are protected 
from violence by the opposing party 
only through’ social norms con- 
demning violence as "unenlight- 
ened.'’ Thus, violent behavior 
becomes more illegal than non 
violent illegal behavior. Ifyou recall 
the lessons of history you know 
that in some circumstances passive 
resistance will just make it easier 
for the King or other Boss to chop 
you down. Even in this country at 
this time, publicity is very important 
to the success of nonviolent resis- 
tance against authority so that 
authority attracts the social 
injunction on violence. And violent 
resistance against authority should 
be carried on, as Ed Abbey advises, 
only at night and with the per- 
mission of your parents. 

But whether resistance is violent 
or nonviolent, each person has to 
decide whether s he values the 
process or the outcome more. For 
some people, it is most important to 
protect the land, no matter what 
kind of behavior it requires. Such 
people were hailed as heroes in 
WWII and other battles for the good 
of the tribe, city, state or nation. 
Other people would rather lose the 
battle than behave in a way they 
find to be reprehensible. Such 
people have been martyred and 
hailed as saints in the past. No 
matter which technique you use. 
. being a saint or hero depends pri- 
marily on whether or not your side 
wins, because the winner writes 
the history books. 

Being a true, fullblooded (57 var- 
ieties of ancestors) American. I 
believe very sincerely in winning. 
And I believe that the more different 
strategies that are employed, the 
better chance people have of win- 
ning their common objective, given 
that they don't get to arguing about 
their different expectations of one 
another and forget the values they 
hold in common. And given that 
they do something. If you can't 
travel to put your body in front of a 
bulldozer and physically oppose 
attempts to rape the Earth, write or 
call somebody — your congressman, 
a friend who can travel, or the 
newspapers. If you’re too busy with 
your work to do that, take 30 sec- 
onds and write a check. If you're 
too broke to do that, sell tee-shirts, 
t rinkets, and snake oil. If you’re too 
impatient to do any of the above, 
spike a road, pull up survey stakes, 
or whatever your imagination and 
ethics allow. 

Ifyou are not part of the solution, 
you are part of the problem. If you 
don’t object, you give permission. 
And if you just keep sitting there 
meditating on your chakras, some- 
day you may have no other way to 
escape the pressures of too many 
people competing for too few 
resources. 



Pleistocene Four-Wheel Drive Jump 
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Reminiscent of the Rock '>i' Roll 
tours of the '50's, the 1984 Earth 
First! Road Show cut a broad swath 
across the con ntryside and spa rked 
enthusiasm everywhere it stopped. 
In little overfire weeks and 9,000 
miles of highway, the Road Show 
was seen by more than 3,000 people 
coast to coast. 

Using a unique blend of music, 
information, humor and rousing 
speechifying, along with meetings 
of local activists, the Road Show 
was a great success and a good 
time was had by all. 

Join ing the Road Show th is year, 
Austral ia n rain forest activist John 
Seed brought first hand accounts of 
recent victories in Australia and 
the Solomon Islands against rain- 
forest logging. John also presented 
the film “ Gi ve Trees A Chance" about 
the successful blockade ofTerania 
Creek which resulted in the halting 
of all rainforest logging in Neic 
South Wales and the formation of 
sir new national parks. This action 
led up to the massive blockade 
against the Franklin River Dam in 
southwest Tasmania last year 
where over 1400 protestors were 
arrested. The Franklin Blockade 
resulted in the Conseri'ative Fed- 
eral government of Australia being 
replaced by the pro-environment 
La bor Pa rty w hich stopped the da m 
and initiated many other positive 
environmental reforms as well. 

Also with the Road Show' this year 
were Cecelia Ostrow, well-known 
wilderness singer from the Oregon 
Coast, and Mike Roselle, Earth 
First! agitation engineer. And, of 
course, there was Digger! 


ROAD SHOW 



Rainforest activists in northern Queensland, Australia, trying to stop a road in the Greater Daintree 
National Park, are burying themselves to the neck in the bulldozer’s path. 
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by The Head of Joaquin 

I must toll you this story, a vision 
of tho future, related to me by my 
mochanie/philosopher friend Tom 
Tom. Ho swears I bat it is true; that 
it will be true. 

Calvin Black, the Little Kingfish 
of San Juan County, Utah. His name 
has been mentioned here before. 
He is a public official but he is more 
like self-appointed royalty. The 
Reign of Calvin Black is a sad fact of 
life. Calvin does not have a very 
good environmental record. He does 
not like trees. He doesn’t like cactus. 
He doesn’t think much of animals, 
with one exception: he, of course, 
likes to shoot them. Game animals 
therefore fear Calvin and resent his 
disregard for their right to survive. 
But one day, the game animals of 
SE Utah decided to DO something. 

They organized. They met in a 
small meadow east of Blanding, 
marched into Calvin Black’s famous 
Elk Ridge Cafe. And they ate him. 

It was, my friends, the first time 
that a reign was called on account, 
of game... ahem. 

THE BURR TRAIL BATTLE, 
CONTINUED 

We can never breathe easy, can 
we? Last autumn a House com- 
mittee killed a bill that would have 
provided preliminary funding for 
the eventual upgrading, realign- 
ment and paving of the Burr Trail. 
The asphalt road, if built, would 
cost taxpayers $25 million. In an 
age of incredible deficits, in a state 


where taxpayers are in revolt over 
proposed tax increases, why art' we 
even discussing this ridiculous 
project? I recently read a let ter from 
some guy in Escalante. He was 
complaining that he had to com- 
mute 2 hours each way to his drill 
site on Tarantula Mesa. Raving the 
Trail would save him about 45 
minutes each day on the road. Well, 
gosh. Gee whiz. Let’s all dig down 
deep — if very man, woman and 
child in the State of Utah would 
chip in five bucks, we could help 
this poor bastard out. 

But he’s not the only poor bastard 
around here. Engineers from 
Creamer & Noble of St. George, 
Utah, are completing a study of the 
road at a cost of $75,000, paid for by 
taxpayers (like you and me). And a 
NPS ranger from one of the National 
Parks adjacent to the Burr Trail, 
said resignedly that the asphalt is 
an inevitable reality. 

Bullshit. Economically, this proj- 
ect is ridiculous; environmentally, 
it’s obscene. This is one of many 
battles, my friends, that we cannot 
lose. I will keep you posted. 

MOAB - A GHOST TOWN 

Moab, the former“Uranium Capi- 
tol of the World,” is becoming a ghost 
town. The uranium industry is col- 
lapsing; the price of concentrate 
has plummeted from $44 to $18 a 
pound. Recently, Atlas Minerals an- 
nounced that it was shutting down 
its mill and three mines, and laying 
off as many as 200 employees. 
Whether the plant is permanently 
shut down, is open to cor\jecture. 


The mill, which is situated just 100 
yards from Arches National Park, 
has been a major polluter in the 
past, sometimes blanketing the val- 
ley in a thick layer of foul-smelling 
smog. Good riddance. 

CAMPING ETIQUETTE AND 

THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 

Spring is approaching, my friends. 

I once marked the arrival of spring 
by my first lizard sightings, the 
return of the white-throated swifts, 
the blooming of the locoweed, the 
first green of the curly dock. Now- 
spring has become a time to hide - 
to cringe. It is marked by crowded 
highways, filled with Winnebagos 
and Airstreams and . . . yes, amigos . . . 
hordes of backpackers. 

Listen to me. In 1971, Canyon- 
lands National Park issued less than 
300 backcountry permits. This year 
the number will probably exceed 
10,000. And 75% of those permits 
will be issued during the months of 
April and May. Imagine over 100 
persons camping in Chesler Park. 
Do you call that a wilderness exper- 
ience? I call it insanity. I also call it 
tragic proof that many of us "rugged 
individualists” are cut from the 
same herd animal mold that can’t 
find the bathroom. 

The National Parks in Southern 
Utah - Canyonlands, Bryce, Arches, 
Natural Bridges and Capitol Reef- 
cannot continue to endure this kind 
of punishment. Keep in mind the 
following helpful hints: 

1) From the end of March until 
early June, the campgrounds and 
backcountry in the park areas just 
mentioned will be crowded, especi- 
ally from Wednesday to Sunday. Try 
to get time off during the earlier 
part of the week. 

2) If you go to the backcountry, 
don’t crowd your fellow back- 
packers. I swear to God, I have seen 
hikers set up their camp 50 feet 
from someone else who until that 
moment had been enjoying the soli- 
tude. Spread out. 

3) Don’t try to roadside camp in 
National Parks. If you’re arriving 


late and you don’t want to start 
walking until morning, remember 
that you can pull off any road and 
ramp as long as it is outside a 
national park. Many people feel this 
national park restriction is an intru- 
sion of their individual rights and a 
bunch of bureaucratic bullshit. The 
fact is, we humans are an intrusion 
on the parks all of the time. But in a 
desert park, most of the wildlife is 
nocturnal. At night we should get 
the hell out of there and give the 
place back to the critters. A ranger 
friend of mine saw two fawns and 
three does killed by speeding tour- 
ists in three weeks last year. Without 
exception the persons responsible 
were frantically racing to an already 
full campground or were looking 
for a place to “pull over.” Everyone 
of them was a tent camper. In each 
case, the collisions occurred after 
dark. 

4) Use your imagination... think 
about it. 

5) Don’t backpack in groups. 
Another classic herd animal trait. 

0 ) Write your Congressman and 
urge him to present legislation pre- 
venting human beings from enter- 
ing any national park or wilderness 
area ... OK ... OK ... I’ve gone too far. 

It has been said that we are loving 
our wilderness to death and some 
have gone so far as to propose that 
some wilderness areas should be 
off-limits to humans. I suspect this 
idea will never fly, even with many 
environmentalists. I was stunned 
lately when an “eco freak” friend of 
mine told me that the mqjor reason 
we establish wilderness areas is for 
“rejuvenation of the human spirit." 

That’s a crock. The wilderness is 
for itself. It needs no further justi- 
fication. To say we’re setting aside 
these magnificent places as our own 
little playground only gives more 
ammunition to our adversaries and 
their worn out accusations. If we 
gain personal enjoyment from these 
areas, it is a secondary benefit - a 
side effect. The real satisifaction 
should be in just knowing they 
exist, whether we see them or not. 


The wilderness is not “just” 
limited to what we can see and hear 
and smell. It's also the way it Joels. 
The late afternoon light on the 
spires-and pinnacles of Chesler Park 
can’t feel the same when it’s being 
viewed by a couple of hundred 
humans at the same time. Solitude 
is a vital and irreplaceable part of 
the wilderness experience and it 
calls for sacrifice on our part. 

I propose the “fallow wilderness” 
approach. In much the same way 
Midwest farmers give their fields a 
chance to rest, we need to do the 
same for our wild places. Select one 
of your favorite haunts, a place you 
love, and don’t go there for two 
years. Leave it alone. Take pleasure 
in knowing that one less person is 
impacting(by their mere presence) 
that area. At the end of those two 
years, return tearfully to that place 
and renew and revitalize yourself 
among the trees and the rocks and 
the deep blue skies. But at the same 
time, pledge yourself to give another 
of your favorite places a rest. 

Of course, you’re saying, why- 
should / make such a sacrifice? 
Nobody else will. Sure. Everyone 
else acts like a stupid idiot. Why 
shouldn’t I? Right? Look. The long- 
est journey begins with a single 
step. So let’s do it. 


Good God! My pet duck just ate a 
bag of mothballs. He’s going... 
Jesus!. . . hey, give me some of those 
you wretched little bird or I’ll bite 
your beak off. Wait a minute... oh, 
my goodness! The courage I always 
wanted, but never had... And 
what’s this? Hmmmm. Not bad. 
What? I don’t care what you say, 
you degenerate bastard, they look 
like raisins to me. And keep your 
red pencil off this, Foreman! No 
more editorial discretion or there’s 
going to be hell to pay, I tell you. I 
ca— 

(Addendum by Oscar: The battered 
head of Joaquin can be reached at 
the Moab Mausoleum, Moab, Utah.) 


SURVIVAL: AN EMOTION 
FOR SANITY 
by Mike Cohen 
RFD * 1 , Lubec, ME 04652 

“Wrong perceptions of the real 
world result in the madness so 
many organizations seek desper- 
ately to correct,” states James Berry 
in “A New Consciousness” ( Earth 
First!, Samhain edition, November, 
1983). But in his article Mr. Berry 
makes the mistake of relying upon 
the same authorities, logic, symbols 
and process to identify and rectify 
the problems he is attempting to 
solve. That’s a trap to avoid if our 
relationship with the planet is to 
improve. It’s like relying on a mem- 
ber of the Klu Klux Klan to give you 
accurate information about blacks. 

No, Mr. Berry, it is neither Bacon, 
Descartes nor Christianity that is 
the root of our ecologic crisis. Like 
ourselves and most of our institu- 
tions, they too wore misguided by 
the anti-nature bias of the culture 
into which they and we were born. 
The madness we must correct is 
our bigoted acculturating process. 
That’s no easy task. The facts sug- 
gest that although at birth we’re a 
child of the Earth, a “chip off the ol’ 
planet,” we are, through condition- 
ing, brought up as Americans. Un- 
beknownst to ourselves, since birt h 
we have had emotionally glued onto 
our face a pair of cultural glasses 
that taint and warp until they 
Americanize our perceptions of 


nature. Because it hurts to remove 
the glasses, we rarely relate to 
nature. We instead relate through 
our culture, it’s our culture that 
relates to nature - and our culture 
is deeply prejudiced against nature. 

For reasons I will explain, our 
culture believes that nature is un- 
civilized, that success and status 
are primarily gained by obtaining 
distance from, or power over, 
nature. The essence of the problem 
is that as adults or authorities we, 
and the people-made environment, 
become the acculturating agents of 
our culture. Individually and collec- 
tively, we are our culture and insti - 
tutions. As such, we imbue the next 
generation with the same anti- 
nature bias into which we were 
born. It happened to Bacon, Des- 
cartes, Watt, Reagan, Einstein, Marx 
and Darwin. It happened to most of 
our institutions, including Chris- 
tianity. 

Because people are apart of the 
ecosystem, stress that is placed on 
the ecosystem is also placed on 
people. The arms race and most 
other social ills are a direct outcome 
of our excessive impact upon nature 
in people and the planet. People 
are upset about our dilemma but 
don’t react because in people, 
nature exists as our emotionality, 
our self-preservation survival feel- 
ings. Our culturally conditioned 
discrimination against our nature, 
against our feelings, produces 


apathy. For this reason we’re often 
blocked from acting in behalf of our 
own and the planet’s survival. As 
exemplified by smoking hazardous 
cigarettes, acculturation into main- 
stream America can all but nullify 
our protective self-preservation 
feelings and cause a lack of full 
concern about our health — our 
poisonous air and water, toxic 
wastes, radioactivity and acid rain. 
Far less than U million Americans 
participate in environmental activ- 
ism, yet 22 million of us wrote 
Congress and defeated the 10% tax 
on savings account dividends. 
Obviously we’re not prejudiced 
against making money. To the con- 
trary, it provides power over, and 
distance from, nature. 

We’re prejudiced against nature 
because the pre-natal fetus in its 
secure, relatively stable womb 
environment has been shown to 
subconsciously remember the 
womb as an emotional eutopia 
against which the periodically 
stressful post-natal environment of 
“nature” is measured. Our culture 
doesn’t recognize that the womb 
and Mother Earth are one in the 
same. Similarly, most of our other 
cultural and technological concepts 
are not congruent with the way the 
planet works. Most American in- 
fants leant that their culture pro- 
vides a womblike protection from 
nature’s tension-producing fluc- 
tuations - heat, cold, thirst, hunger 


and loneliness. What evolves is a 
biased pro-culture, pro-technology, 
anti-nature mentality that is socio- 
economically reinforced every day 
of our lives. 

This addictive mentality is the 
underlying cause of our environ- 
mental and social problems. It runs 
amok because it’s a subconscious 
force that we have not yet ad- 
dressed, properly symbolized or 
recognized as a deep seated preju- 
dice against nature. It contaminates 
our objectivity and leads us to scape- 
goating Descartes and Christianity. 
What is eminently important about 
recognizing this dynamism is that 
once acknowledged, prejudice can 
be subdued as aptly demonstrated 
by the civil rights, women’s rights 
and labor movements. 

To reverse our anti-nature condi- 
tioning, we at the National Audubon 
Society Expedition Institute let 
direct contact with nature teach 
people to perceive their unaccul- 
turated human nature at birth to 
be identical with, and as exploited 
by culture as is the Planet Earth. 
Our students experientially learn 
to enjoy nature’s fluctuations, to 
inject their life-preservation feel- 
ings into their relationships with 
the planet, institutions and indivi- 
duals. This approach has been 
shown to strengthen their whole- 
ness and self-preservation feelings 
by reducing their internal and 
external conflicts with nature’s 


fluctuating processes; it is thera- 
peutic, reduces apathy and retards 
alienation. 

Mother Earth is a living, experi- 
enced, knowledgeable demonstra- 
tion model of the functions and 
survival of the life process. Life- 
preservation feelings are her unac- 
culturated voice. We would best 
heed them rather than only listen 
to misguided scientists and aca- 
demicians, for deep inside we each 
know that our survival is an emo- 
tional issue. 

Michael J. Cohen, Ed.D., is the 
director of the Na tional Audubon 
Societij Expedition Institute and 
author ((/ Prejudice Against Nature: 
A Guide for the Liberation of Self 
and Planet, Cobblesmith, 1983. 


Those who justify 
their prejudices 
seldom recognize 
they are jmjudiced. 


Aren't most Americans prejudiced 
against nature? 

hull 1)1(1 A(,A1\NT Not RE A CilTDEBOOK 
FOR THE b BE RATION OF SELF * PLANET 
by Dr. Michael J. Cohen. Director. Salional 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute. $7:80 

Am t la hie at tvur tihrary nr bookstore 
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BUDWORM BATTLES 

By Elizabeth May 

Four East Publications, Halifax, 

Nova Scotia. 

Reviewed by Gary Lawless 

Even though snow covers the 
forests, the fields are inactive, and 
the budworm dormant, there is the 
promise of the spray season to come. 
Soon enough the winds will carry 
pesticides, herbicides, bad tidings 
to plant and animal life, the message 
of poison to the cells of our bodies. 

Here in Maine the pesticide noti- 
fication bill was withdrawn from 
the 1983 legislature, but may be 
seen as emergency legislation in 
1984. Portland was the site of the 
North American Conference on 
Pesticide Spray Drift and Chemical 


Trespass in early February. 

In Nova Scotia recently a judge 
decided that it is legal for the paper 
industry to spray the forests there 
with 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T(both chemi- 
cals banned in the U.S., Sweden, 
Denmark and several Canadian 
provinces because of links to mis- 
carriage, birth defects, and cancer). 
A recent poll showed that only 16“. 
of Nova Scotians favored the spray. 
The judge awarded to the industry 
the cost of the suit, which means 
that anti-spray groups and indivi- 
duals will be required to cover more 
than $200,000 in court costs for the 
industry. Many will lose their homes 
and land if an appeal is unsuccess- 
ful, and there is no money for an 
appeal. (Much needed contribu- 
tions can be sent to Herbicide Fund, 
c o Connie Schell, RR 1, South 
Haven, Nova Scotia, B0E 3G0.) 

Four East Publications of Halifax, 


Nova Scotia, has recently published 
a book dealing with the early histoiy 
of the opposition to the spray pro- 
gram in the province, BuiUronu 
Battles by Elizabeth May. (139 
pages, $7.95 paper/ 

The book deals with the early 
years of spray opposition, from the 
summer of 1975 to March of 1978. 
Elizabeth May and her family were 
at the center of opposition to the 
spray of Cape Breton. As she says: 

Whenever I hear my outer 
voice saying, ‘Why doesn’t 
someone do something?’ my 
inner voice tells me that 
someone is me.’’ 

In a clear, concise storytelling, infor- 
mative yet not overburdened with 
technical information. May brings 
us into the budworm controversy. 
We learn much about the cycles of 
the budworm, the weakening of the 
forest through bad industry prac- 


tices, and the use of t he spray con- 
troversy by the industry to gain 
even more power over the small 
woodlot owners. We learn about t he 
various sprays themselves, of the 
i ncrcasi ng numlter of eases < >f Reyes 
Syndrome in spray cases, and of the 
possibility of viral enhancement by 
chemicals within the spray itself. 
At the same time, we are learning 
the techniques used by these pion- 
eers in opposing the spray program. 

This book is a very solid introduc- 
tion to the budworm controversy, a 
rich source of information for the 
anti-spray activist, and a glowing 
testament of one woman’s convic- 
tions. Elizabeth May is to be con- 
gratulated for this work, but per- 
haps some of our congratulations 
should take the form of financial 
contributions to help with their 
current overwhelming legal diffi- 
culties. Another way of congratula- 


tion would be to become more 
involved in spray issues ourselves, 
for as Elizabet h May says: 

“The issue is survival. We 
will, literally, not survive as a 
species if we do not take 
control of the reins of power 
and direct our own govern- 
ment to a new path — a path 
which leads to sane and 
appropriate technologies, to 
more creative and rewarding 
forms of employment, to non- 
polluting systems, to interna- 
tional nuclear disarmament, 
to the feeding of the world’s 
hungry through the equitable 
sharing of resources - a path 
which lead us home.” 

I found this book in our local 
library. Ask your library to carry it. 
Personal copies can be ordered from 
Gulf of Maine, (il Maine Street,., 
Brunswick, Maine 04011. 



DEEP ECOLOGY QUIZ 
Are you a deep ecologist? 

by Nagasaki Johnson 

Question # 1. Do you lament the eradication of smallpox? 

YES NO OCCASIONALLY- 

Question *2. Genghis Khan was (pick one): 

1 . a cruel and aggressive person 

2. a despotic monarch 

3. of Mongol persuasion 

4. a macho man 

5. a macro-parasite 

Question # 3. Mankind’s greatest achievement was (pick one): 

1. Egyptian pyramids 

2. Morrish arch 

3. Rubik’s cube 

4. Hollywood Squares 

5. oral sex 


Question "4. Mankind’s darkest hour was (pick one): 

1. the Holocaust 

2. Hiroshima (and Nagasaki) 

3. when Jesus died for your sins 

4. M’A*S*H cancelled 

5. agriculture invented 

Question # -5. What is your favorite period in history? 

1. Classical Greece 

2. The Renaissance 

3. The Spanish Inquisition 

4. The 60’s 

5. The Pleistocene 
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AUDUBON EXPEDITION INSTITUTE 


by Michael Donnelly 

I recall a sunny afternoon last fall 
atop a New England mountain. All 
twenty National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute (AEI) partici- 
pants had decided to have a geology 
seminar and being true to our 
educational conditioning, we were 
discussing contemporary geologic 
theory. Out of nowhere, or so it 
seemed at the time, Mike Cohen 
(Director of AEI) asked if any of us 
had ever considered the Earth as 
being alive, with a consciousness 
all its own? This thinking was 
foreign to me, but I liked it! It was 
not the life that the geology text 
described when it said “geology 
studies the life of the Earth.” 

Using this living Earth concept, I 
began making more sense of the 
landscape immediately around me. 
The mountains surrounding me 
were the result of the Earth’s crust 
being constantly carved, pushed up, 
dropped down, folded, tilted and 
faulted; they were reflections of 
enormous stress and strains deep 
within the Earth and the responses 
of rocks as part of the planet’s 
cooling adaptation to increasing 
temperature from the sun. 

Understanding the Earth as a 
complete and living organism made 
up of organs and going through 
natural processes just like me has 
opened up a deep and meaningful 
facet of my relationship with the 
planet. I can now see my bodily 
functions as synonymous with the 
life functions of Mother Earth. The 
Earth is fed and nourished by the 
pulse of life-sustaining veins of 
water, I by blood. The Earth main- 
tains homeostatic levels of salinity 
in her oceans, and carbon dioxide 
and oxygen in her atmosphere, as 
my body also stabilizes its salt, 
carbon dioxide and oxygen levels. 
The Earth goes through processes 
where there is a buildup of tension 
somewhere inside, and then this 
tension is released. I can make 
connections between volcanic 
activity, plate tectonics, mountain 
building and erosion, or a fresh 
water spring, with my own tension 
and tension release processes of 
emotionality, eliminating wastes, 
perspiring, and sneezing. The Earth 
is constantly recycling minerals, 
vitamins and other chemicals to 
repair itself and stay healthy. My 
body recycles by replacing red and 
white blood cells, and synthesizing 


proteins and other chemicals to do 
the same for me. The Earth is a 
self-sufficient individual in these 
respects; I am not. My life depends 
on her life, my Nature is her Nature. 

I’ve learned more about the Earth 
by directly experiencing her. By 
cross-country skiing along the flood 
plains and oxbows of the meander- 
ing Snake River, climbing among 
the glacially carved cirques, fjords, 
moraines and hanging valleys of 
Gros Morne National Park, 
Newfoundland, and exploring the 
hills and canyons of the Sonoran 
Desert, the Earth and I have shared 
our lives. Geology has become a 
relevant part of my everyday exis- 
tence. 

Our mountain top meeting with 
Mother Earth was also the begin- 
ning of a year of soul searching and 
confrontation in terms of my life- 
style, cultural perspectives and 
relationships with other people. I 
feel as though I’ve put myself 
through some of the hardest and 
most rewarding times of my life in 
the past year because I cherish the 
sense of my new-found relationship 
with the Earth. It gives value and 
meaning to my thoughts, feelings 
and actions, I see Earth First! as a 
network for people having strong 
emotions about environmental 
issues to band together, becoming a 
collective consciousness for the 
preservation of the Earth. In its own 
way, AEI is part of the same net- 
work. It continues to motivate me 
towards a more ecologically sound 
lifestyle and a career in experiential 
environmental education. 

The National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute is a nationwide 
traveling adventure made-up of 
three 20-person consensus based 
communities and three remodeled 
school buses. With its beginning 15 
years ago under the direction of 
Mike and Diana Cohen, the Institute 
today is an accredited expedition 
offering travel-study environmental 
education to high school, college 
and graduate students. Park 
rangers, seal hunters, coal miners, 
conservationists, traditional musi- 
cians, industrialists, Hopi Indians, 
congresspeople, migrant field 
workers, scientists and many others 
have been my educators this year; 
the mountains, deserts and oceans 
my classroom. It’s made a world of 
difference for me to get out from 
behind uninvolving books and come 
face to face with the reality of 
America. Being activists yourselves, 


I’m sure you can understand the 
energy and emotion that surges 
through me when I realize that I’ve 
become personally connected with 
Nature and others who share the 
common goal of spreading environ- 
mental awareness. 

My first year here has taught me 
that education can be much more 
than I’ve been led to believe all my 
life - life is education. What used 
to be coded in scientific analysis is 
now an involving experience that 
leaves lots of room for personal 
feelings, questions, other people, 
and Mother Earth. It’s a dynamic 
process that encompasses all 
aspects of my life and it’s expanding 
all the time. To me, AEI is not only a 
common ground for the environ- 
mentally concerned. It’s also a 
support system for those wanting 
to explore and crystalize their 
attitudes. Personally, it's been a role 
model of congruency with the 
natural world, a valuable means of 
educating people about the 
environment and our connections 
with it and a joy to learn for the 
genuine desire of knowing about 
life, yourself and the world around 
you. 

The words Earth First! struck 
home for me when I first heard 
them. Ifyou’d like more information 
about NASEI write their head- 
quarters at 950 Third Avenue, N.Y. 
N.Y. 10022 
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THE CITY OF NAILS 

Here it is, up ahead, beyond 
that hairpin turn where 
old values are blacklisted 
where law abides by its own 
private pool of sewage 
curiously like poor Narcissus 
where death is 
the street punk 
telling us this 

is the arrival, the departure 

no one has ever 

prepared for enough 

where inverted road signs 

map the new archetype 

and billboards advertise 

wash-and-wear sex 

the most refreshing colas 

totems of refined taste 

where the marriage of anima and animus 

is just another one-night stand 

for machisma and machismo. 

Here it is. Go ahead. 

Welcome to the City of Nails 
where every telephone pole 
from the farthest limits 
to the main strip 
is endemic of crucifixion. 

Bear down. Head on 
the dark side unravels 
like black crepe. 

Wally Swlst 

Shutesbury 


suited os this is 
for early sun 


there's this hour 
after night 
we need not tolls 


ond little by 
little odd light of 
our own, 




The wind is a woman 
who never does 
what she’s told 
Why should she? 

Kurt Lipschutz 

Haight-Ashbury 

CANOES ON THE BARGE CANAL 

Paddling along, you see piles 
of debris, crumbling sheetrock, 
discarded rusting refrigerators 
through the undergrowth 
It's everyone's backyard 
and dumping ground and no one's. 

Home of the maimed, useless, 
broken, abandoned, half -wild. 

We scare up a heron and 
it hurries off with a "guark"'. 

No current, we drift 
as breezes push us. 

When the village fireworks begin 
we just lie back and drift and watch. 

We have paddled in close 
to the old center of things. 

Matthew in the next canoe 
is fascinated less with the display- 
spectacular as it is- 
than with the burning, 
dying ashes and sparks. 

He says "oh" when 
the pieces sift down 
and strike the glassy canal 
with a quenching sound 
Above, the sky is marked 
with streaks of fire. 

Below, canal water buoys us, 

Suspended in between, 
our part is the settling ashes. 

Steve Lewandowsld 

Honeoye Falls 


TRAVELERS DISAPPEAR 

travelers disoppeor from broken cities 
on roods leoding outword 
in oil directions 
leaving point of origin 
at o moment fixed by memory 
which recedes into the distance 

travelers disoppeor behind cloud curtoins 
the toste of wine ond carbon monoxide in their mouths 
shoulders weighted down with temporal baggoge-- 
smoldering nights glow red into osh 
beyond the mountains 

when the sympathetic vibration of spinal strings 
is drawn toward the last station 

travelers disoppeor into stone streets 

through corridors ond stairways of oncient structures 

which crumble over their lives of smoke 

when sands shifting over seobottoms 

strewn with shells ond machines 

form their faces out of falling debris 

travelers disoppeor into highway perspectives 
railways mark their trajectories 
across land disfigured by borders- 
their bodies grow smaller 
until they reach the vanishing point 
where officials wait behind bullet-proof gloss 
ond barred counters 
to check their passports ond belongings 
os they dissolve into time 

Uri Hertz 
Polmo de Mollorco 
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USGS TOPO 
MAPS 
JUST $2.00 

The US Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 
$2.25 and most private deal- 
ers charge $3.50 or more. 
Earth First! sells them to you 
for only $2.00! To order, sim- 
ply send us a list of the maps 
you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7! 2 
to 15 minute quads) with a 
check to “Earth First!” at 
$2.00 each. There is a mini- 
mum order of 5 maps or $10. 
Be sure to use the correct 
U SGS name and scale for your 
maps or there will be a delay 
in ordering. Maps will be 
shipped directly to you by 
USGS and you should receive 
them about 2 weeks from the 
time you send us your order. 
Contact the USGS (or EF!) for 
state indices. Order maps 
from Earth First!, 230 West 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Special USGS maps (National 
Parks, States, 1:250,000 and 
others costing $3.60 from 
USGS) are $3.00 from Earth 
First!. 


Beyond the Wall 

By Edward Abbey 

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim 
Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and James Dickey 
have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all 
agree that Abbey is “the 
Thoreau of the American West.” 

Here is Abbey at his best 
on a lyrical journey through 
miraculous, wild places from 
Alaska to Mexico — well 
beyond the constraining wall 
of contemporary life. 

• First Edition 


EDWARD 
ABBEY 


Hardcover 

Signed by Edward Abbey 

$25 from EARTH FIRST! 
POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 

LIMITED OFFER 


X ’ 

IBEYOND 
m 


IE WALL 


UNLIMITED HORIZONS SURVIVAL PROGRAM 

These 6, 12, 28 day courses are taught in the spec- 
tacular Utah/Colorado border area and include 
desert, canyon and alpine terrain. 

This summer challenge yourself! 

For Free Brochure Write: 

P.O. Box 5095 

‘ Duran 9°> Colorado 81 301 

fc^LF/ease specify courses of interest. 
(303) 259-1754 


Wallace Stegner 

The Sound of Mountain Water. (Glen Canyon) Paperback. 
Annul of Repose. Hardbound. 

A Shoot inp Star. Hardbound. 


BOOKS FOR SALE 


Edward Abbey 

Desert Solitaire. Hardbound first edition. 

With dust jacket. Autographed. $40.00 

The Monkey Wrench Gang. Hardbound first edition. With dj. $35.00 
Slickrock. Hardbound first edition with dust jacket. 

Oversize photobook with Philip Hyde. $75.00 

Black Sun. Hardbound with dust jacket. $15.00 

B. Traven 

Rebellion of the Hanged. Hardbound first edition, 

US 1952 worn dj $45.00 

General from the Jungle. Hardbound 1st w/dj $25.00 

The Carretta. Hardbound 1st ed. w/dj $25.00 

The Wh ite Rose. Hardbound 1st w/dj $10.00 

The Kidnapped Saint. Hardbound 1st w/dj $10.00 

The Death Ship. Paperback. $ 9.00 

7b the Honorable Miss S Ret Marut. Paperback. $ 6.00 

Creation of the Sun & the Moon. Paperback. $ 4.00 


Assorted 

Mountain Man, Vardis Fisher. Hardbound w/dj 
The Mothers, Vardis Fisher. Hardbound 1st ed. 

(Donner party) 

The Wag West. A.B. Guthrie, Jr. Hardbound 1st ed. 

A Texan in England, J. Frank Dobie. Hardbound 
Up the Trail from Texas, J. Frank Dobie. Hardbound. 
Track of the Cat, Walter Tilburg Clark. Hardbound 1st. 
Die Names, N. Scott Momaday. Hardbound 1st 
Ape and Essence, Aldous Huxley. Hardbound 1st US. ed. 
Rain in the Doorway, Thome Smith. Hardbound. 
Mountain Time, Bernard DeVoto. Hardbound. 

The Hour, Bernard DeVoto, a master of the intoxicating 
phrase, DeVoto writes of the cultural importance of hard 
liquor and the only hour - the cocktail hour. 

Hardbound 1st w/dj 

Ninety-Two in the Shade, Thomas McGuane. 

Hardbound 1st w/dj 

The Big Sky, A.B. Guthrie, Jr. Hardbound 
Die Long Naked Descent into Boston, William Eastlake. 
Harbound 1st w/dj 


$20.00 
$10.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 7.50 
$15.00 
$10.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 7.50 
$ 7.50 


$20.00 

$10.00 


ADD $1.00 per order for postage. 

All items are one of a kind. 

Send to: EARTH FIRST! BOOKS, POB 26221, SLC, Utah, 84119 



EARTH FIRST! IS PLEASED TO OFFER FOR SALE 

THE ART OF LONE WOLF CIRCLES 


Inspire the passionate, offend the timid, 
awaken hidden urges in your hippie friends 
with limited lithographs from the wilderness 
recluse. Images and patterns to celebrate the 
magic blending, the wordless truth, the in- 
dominatable spirit of the grizzly and the 
pacing wolf. 


Each of these images is a collector’s 
print, strictly limited to only 100 of 
each, signed, numbered and matted 
for framing. 

$30.00 each in galleries 
$25.00 to Earth First! subscribers 
'A of ALL PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY 
INTO THE EARTH FIRST! GEN- 
ERAL FUND 
Send your order to 
Earth First! 

POB 235 

Ely, Nevada 89301 
indicate print # you wish to order 
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A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING 
ECO-GUERRILLA 

STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 

SPECIFY LAPEL PIN OR NECKLACE WITH 
SILVER CHAIN - & 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAID 

WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 


WILDERNESS • AMISH FARMS • MOUNTAINS • INDIANS • COASTLINES 


WILD 
AMERICA 

can be your campus for 
graduate, undergraduate 
or high school ’ degrees 

* Special junior high school program arai/ahlc 


A One-room Schoolhouse on Wheels 

The Audubon Expedition Institute is 
small groups of inquiring college, high 
school, graduate students, and staff mem- 
bers who travel across the country as a 
learning community. As they camp out 
Septemher-May and summers— hiking, 
canoeing, and skiing— the Expedition vis- 
its people and places to observe, discover, 
question, and develop a practical aware- 
ness of relationships within and between 
America’s ecosystems, cultures, and history. 


Our Classroom is Wild America You can’t 
fully learn about the environment or ca- 
reers by sitting in a classroom. That's why 
the Expedition uses a hands-on approach. 
We'll teach you practical skills in ecology, 
community development, conservation, 
human relationships, energy use. nutrition, 
as well as the academics of the natural and 
social sciences, music and art. education, 
and personal psychology. Seventy-five ac- 
credited courses are offered. 

Who Should Apply High school, college, 
graduate students, or teachers who want 
to experience an environmental education 
alternative J who want to lead an ecologi- 
cally sound life who want to ask and find 
answers to important questions about the 
world they live in. 

The Expedition Education Advantage 

incorporates all previous undergraduate 
course work offers accredited career 
internships, independent study and life 
experience awards financial aid. post- 
graduate grants. AA. BA. and MS degrees* 

courses emanate from real-life encoun- 
ters. community process and environ- 
mental issues. 





Send for complete information packet and student newsletter 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
EXPEDITION INSTITUTE 

Dept. 9 Sharon • Connecticut 06069 • (203)364-0522 

Students arc admitted regardless of their race. sex. religion or national origin 


. TRADITIONAL MUSIC • BACKPACKING • OBSERVATORIES • WILD RIVERS • 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) 


THE 


COLO 


,B ^0' 



MAP of UTAH 

l2'/t"x 15/4" REPR0DUC1 

ON parchment- 

stock 


532? EA. - PLEASE ADD$I°2 
FOR FU5TAGE 4 HANDLING 
SALT DESERT GRAPHICS 
P 0. BOX 11325 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 81147 

DEALERS INQUIRE 






write: 

FOR-Colorado Plateau | 
Box 338 

Moab, Utah 84532 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development 801-259-7008 


WHITE SPIRIT WOLF HYBRIDS 

May .June cubs. Parents are regis- 
tered Wolf' Alaskan Malamute. 
Native American. Highly intelli- 
gent, sensitive animals. Perfect EF! 
companion. For info: please write 
White Spirit Wolf Hybirds, c o 
Richard Duncan, POB 248, Deer 
Lodge, MT 59722. 
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NO. 100 -WITHOUT WRITING 
NO 101 - WITH WRITING 

MOTE - DESI6H NO. 1 01 AVAILABLE 
IN &REEW,GREYoR RED ONLY- 
ORDER TAkl OR BLUE SHIRTS 
DIRECTLY FROM EARTH FIRST/ 

'/Ce-Shirte 

INK PRINTS ON COTTON/- Poly 
BLEND 5W1RTS-BLUE,6REY 
GREEK A*)P TAK 
ADULT SIZE- 5 - M-L-XL 
Kids size-s-m-l. 

WOMANS 'VRENCH CUT' IN 
WHITE, BLUE, TAN -S-M-L- 

^8^= EACH FDSTRMD 


‘save a ujyote \ 
NO. 103 


vv 




'LUnw FN» 

NO I0Z 


CREW NECK 

[Sweat shirts 

S-M-L-XL 
WHITE OR G-RtY 

4l52£ EACH. 


HL RSkSUSgJtoPV BGtfTl 
H83-4ZAtLT-S.D.4r 


BASEBALL 

CAPS 

INK PRINTS 
ON WHITE 
FRrJNT 
Slack, Red 
or blue 


SEND CHECK OR M0NCY0«P(H 

SAITPE5MTGRAWIC* 

P0. BOX 11325 
SALT Ukh£ CITY, UTAH 

84147 

PEAUE5J CrffcUPS IN4UIRE 



EDUCATIONAL WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 
■ HIKE IN COMPORT AS OUR FRIENDLY LLAMAS CARRY YOUR LOAD 

• FEAST ON OUR NATURAL GOURMET MEALS 

• ENJOY THE MOUNTAINS AND FORESTS IN SMALL GROUPS Of 4 TO i. 

• PICNIC DAY HIKES WEEK END TRIPS. EXTENDED EXPEDITIONS 


■ KALMIOPSIS ■ RED BUTTES 

• DAKUBETEDE • SKY LAKES 

• MOUNTAIN LAKES ■ HIGH SISKIYOUS 

■ ROGUE UMPQUA DIVIDE 
PON MORE INFORMATION AND A FREE BROCHURE WRITE 
SISKrYOU LLAMA EXPEDITIONS 
PO BOX INK) JACKSONVILLE ORE <17530 


Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


For Sale — Idaho Wilderness Land 

1 5 acres in uninhabited valley in 
the Central Idaho Mountains. Year- 
round stream, part forested, part 
open meadow with southern expo- 
sure. Primitive road dead-ends at 
property boundary. Bordered on 
three sides by roadless National 
Forest land. Area is major winter 
range for bighorn and elk. Within 
five miles of River of No Return 
Wilderness, largest designated wil- 
derness in Lower 48. Near the Sal- 
mon River and hot springs. 

Terms: part cash, assume existing 
mortgage. For details contact: POB 
30380. Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505) 266-5426. 



ENVIRON MENTAI 
— T-SHIRTS • • 


WOLF T-SHIRTS: eagle on back. 
Men’s 1000 cotton, women's and 
children's styles. 8.25 ea.. quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. 21 more 
environmental, wildlife, and anti-nuke 
designs. Satisfaction guaranteed. I0 r ; 
of profits go to environmental causes 
® Maplewing 1984. Share the Earth! 

JIM MORRIS P O. BOX 2A0S DEPT. QC4 
130.11 444-6430 BOIT.DER. COI.O. 8030b 


JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
POSITION AVAILABLE: Execu 
tive Director for regional grass- 
roots public lands organization. 
Experience with Forest Service 
planning, fundraising, non-profit 
administration and public speak- 
ing required. Experience in work- 
ing with lawyers and Congress 
preferred. Must be committed to 
the protection of wild places. 
Salary $1400-$1600/month, DOE, 
other benefits. Send resume, 
references and writing sample by 
April 1 to: Sue Matthews, South- 
east Alaska Conservation Coun- 
cil, Box 1692, Juneau, AK 99802. 
(907) 586-6942. 


FOR SALE: Shares in a remote 
ecofreak community farm in the 
Siskiyou Mountains of southern 
Oregon. The land is owned in com- 
mon with separate dwellings, and 
has a river, creek, several ponds, 
diverse ecosystems, and is adjacent 
to proposed wilderness. We are into 
Earth First!, living lightly on the 
land, organic gardening and gentle 
interaction as a family. We are not 
into violence, dogs, cows, goats, 
horses, guns, killing or eating ani- 
mals, and dogmatic religious trips. 
For more info, send SASE to Chant, 
POB 1330, Jacksonville, OR 97530. 

ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST! 
Reach thousands of refined minds 
with your slick Madison Avenue 
message in our high-toned, sophis- 
ticated publication. Rates are as 
follows: 


Full page 
Half Page 
Fifth Page 
Tenth Page 
Column Inch 


$110 

$70 

$35 

$20 

$4 


Page 2 1 


Colums are two inches wide. Page 
fractions may be done in a variety of 
ways but all ads must be 2, 4, 6, 8 or 
10 inches wide. Ads that do not fit 
these dimensions will be PMTed to 
that width and an additional $5 will 
be charged. All prices are for camera- 
ready copy. Classified ads are avail- 
able for lOt a word ( $2.50 minimum). 
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THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventingtheconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 

* GRAND PRIZE 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE - Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE - 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 


HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us -for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“ Referred By” space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we’ll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 


v. EXTRA COPIES OF 

" EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Con- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can make good 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Try to get others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico, CA 95926 for this. 

We also have back issues of EARTH 
FIRST! available. Let us know which issue(s) 
you would like a copy(ies) of. Please send 
$1 postage (first class) for each copy or 
appropriate third class postage for several. 
Back issues should be ordered from POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301. Back issues available 
are: 

YULE Dec. 21, 1981: EF! Road Show over- 
view, tree spiking, EF! Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1982: Oil & Gas Leasing in 
Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman’s EF! arti- 
cle reprinted from the Progressive. 

EOSTARMar. 20, 1982:Nukedump in Can- 
yonlands, Mardie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 

BELTANE May 1, 1982: Little Granite 
Creek (Gros Ventre) Oil Rig, G-0 Road, How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EF.'er. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, (982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on 
Books & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Ser- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness, Nuclear War 
as an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 2 1, 1982: Battle of Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia), Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management, 
Earth Bonding (very few copies left). 


EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis 
& Siskiyous, Deciduous Forest Preserve, Ned 
Ludd’s Tool Box: The Cutting Torch, Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary, 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, Canyon Country Issues, What You Can 
Do As An EF!er, How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

LITHA June 21, 1983: Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Wilderness Preserve System & Map, 
EF! & Watt At Lake Foul, Franklin River 
Victory (Australia), Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1 , 1983: Sinkyone Blockade, 
Forest Wilderness Campaign, Rainforest 
Burgers, Bald Mountain in Retrospect, Earth 
First!: The First Three Years, Review of 
Conservation Biology, Salt Creek as an Epic 
Poem. 

YULE Dec. 22, 1983: Freddies Attack 
Wilds, Why the Forest Service Sucks, 
Utah Wilderness Proposal, Black Rock 
Desert, Sinkyone, Greenpeace in Siberia, 
Coors. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984: Oregon RARE II 
Suit, Idaho Wilderness, Forest Service 
Arrogance Unveiled, Smoke Bombs, 

, Stopping Trapping, Coors Invades I 
Shenandoah. s 
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Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
• the subscription form. 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS & 
SNAKE OIL 



^BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 


NEW BUMPERSTICKER 

EF!’s endorsement for the ’84 
presidential campaign: 

ANYONE BUT REAGAN 

Red and blue on white. Be 
the iirst, on your block to have 
'one. 


SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS— Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! - Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in red 
ink. Smaller size (shownbelow) 
30 for $1! (20<f postage.) 


GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 



T-SHIRTS 

DEFEND THE WILDER 

NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT. 
Black only. 50/50. 

1 

TOOLS — John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

•Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton 
25"., polyester. 

FUCK BECHTEL - Tell the 
ultimate multinational corporation 
what you think of them. Designed 
by Bill Turk. Red and black “Bechtel 
Logo” on blue. 100% cotton. 

EARTH FIRST! - Fist with 
words “EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth" in 
black on green or red or green on 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 

NEW CAMO CAPS 

We’re getting new camouflage 
baseball caps. They’re 100% 
cotton front and back, imprint- 
ed with the EF! fist logo and the 
words “Earth First! No compro- 
mise in defense of Mother 
Earth" in black. $7.00 postpaid. 


* HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popidar demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 




WHILE THEY LAST - 

_ »THE 1984 EARTH FIRST! 

CALENDAR j|j 

ONLY $3 postpaid AV 




PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


T-shirts 

postpaid 

prices 

$8.50 

French-cut T-shirts 

$9.00 

Bumperstickers 

$1.00 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

$1.25 

Monkeywrenches 

*1.00 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

$7.00 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

$3.00 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

$8.00 

Li’l Green Songbook 

$2.00 

Hayduke Lives Patches 

$3.50 

Beyond the Wall 

$25.00 

Good News 

$20.00 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged. 


how 

many 


Total 


. Color 


T-SHIRTS 

. EF! Fist Size _ 

French cut or regular 

. Glen Canyon Damn 

Size Color 


Defend the Wilderness 
Size Color 


French cut or regular 
Fuck Bechtel (blue) Size . 
Tools Size Color 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

_ Earth First! 

_ Rednecks for Wilderness 
. Boycott Coors “Beer” 

. Hayduke Lives 
. Anyone But Reagan 

SILENT AGITATORS 

. Earth First! (30/sheet) 

. Coors (10/strip) 

CALENDARS 

. 1984 Earth First! Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

SNAKE OIL 

. Monkeywrench(s) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 

. Li’l Green Songbook(s) 

. Hayduke Lives Patches 

BOOKS 

Beyond the Wall 
Good News 


OKAY, HERE’S 


SEND TO: 

Name 

Address 

City _ — 


. State . 


. Zip . 


Page 23 EARTH FIRST! ’ March 20, 1984 


IHH At| 



tfsic 6 Mr 


BOX 235 Bulk Rate 

ELY, NEVADA 89301 U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Chico, California 
PERMIT NO. 700 





Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Foreman, Dave, et al., eds., Earth First! 4, no. 5 (1 May 1984). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6852 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 




BELTANE EDITION 

May 1, 1984 Vol. IV, No. V 


THE NO-COMPROMISE ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL ONE DOLLAR 


CARVING UP THE CABINET MTS WILDERNESS 
MINERS AND FREDDIES VS. THE BIG BEAR 


ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

The 1984 Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous will take place 
in western Montana near the Cab- 
inet Mountains Wilderness Area 
the weekend of July 7-8. A major 
rally to protest Forest Service 
destruction of wilderness and 
grizzly habitat in the northern 
Rockies in general, and mining in 
the Cabinet Mountains Wilder- 
ness in specific will be held on 
Saturday, July 7. A non-violent 
preparation will be offered during 
the Rendezvous and plans will be 
developed for non-violent direct 
action to stop mineral develop- 
ment in the Cabinets. 

Although a complete list of 
speakers and musicians for the 
rally had not been confirmed at 
press time, reknowned activist 
singer Utah Phillips and Oregon 
tree-hugger and songstress Cece- 
lia Ostrow will provide music. 
Grizzly bear expert Jasper Carl- 
ton will speak, as will Dave 
Foreman. 

The Round River Rendezvous 
is the Earth First! gathering of 
the year. Plan your schedule now 
to attend. Details will be forth- 
coming in the June 20 Earth First! 
and in a flyer to be mailed in late 
May. 


INSIDE 


* Owyhee 

Pg 4 

* Middle Santiam Blockade 

Pg 7 

* Arizona Wilderness 

Pg 8 

* Arctic NWR Defaced 

Pg 9 

* Bolt Weevils 

Pg 10 

* Devall in Australia 

Pg 12 

* Tuolumne Rally 

Pg 18 


by Jasper Carlton 
and Gary Lawless 

“ The world is a dead thing for 
them. The trees and rivers are not 
alive. The mountains and stones 
arenot alive. The deer and bear are 
objects. They see no life. They fear. 
They fear the world. They destroy 
what they fear. They fear them- 
selves. ” 

Leslie Silko, Storyteller 

In some parts of North America 
the bear is not merely an object. 
The Cabinet Mountains Wilderness, 
about 100,000 acres of pristine 
mountain wilderness in northwes- 
tern Montana, is home to the endan- 
gered grizzly, as well as big horn 
sheep, mountain goats, elk, mule 
deer, wolverine, mountain lion, lynx 
and a rich backcountry fishery. The 
Cabinet Mountains Wilderness is 
one of a very few areas left in the 
Lower 48 where all these species 
still occur together in the wild. It is 
a very sensitive and special wil- 
derness. 

This is public land, a part of the 
Cabinet/Yaak grizzly bear ecosys- 
tem, one of three major areas des- 
ignated as a national grizzly bear 
recovery area. Under provisions of 
the Wilderness Act, large corporate 
mineral interests have been con- 
ducting mineral exploration activ- 
ities in the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness for the past few years. 
December 31, 1983, was the cutoff 
date for hard rock mineral explora- 
tion on other than validated claims 
in wilderness areas. If final vali- 
dation of claims is completed, as is 
expected in the near future, the 


corporations holding these claims 
will prO'bably attempt to concen- 
trate their new mining operations 
in critical grizzly habitat zones 
within or adjacent to the wilderness 
boundaries. Asarco already has one 
successful silver mine in operation 
in the Cabinet Mountains about four 
miles to the west of the wilderness 
boundary. 

If mineral development is now 
allowed in this area by slipping 
through the cracks of existing con- 
servation law it would constitute 
the first major mechanized, indus- 
trial assault on a national wilder- 
ness since passage of the Wilderness 
Act of 1964, and one that could 
collectively wipe out not only any 
chance for effective recovery of the 
grizzly in the area but countless 
other sensitive wildlife species as 
well. At the same time, an investor 
Continued on Pg 5 


APPEAL 

Although Earth First! cannot file 
a national RARE II lawsuit against 
the United States Forest Service to 
halt their campaign of destruction 
in roadless areas across the nation, 
a powerful legal remedy remains 
'available to individuals and local 
groups to stop the Freddie bull- 
dozers dead in their tracks: admin- 
istrative appeals based on the 9th 
Circuit Court’s ruling that the 
RARE II EIS was inadequate. As 
was pointed out in the Dec. 22, 1983, 
Earth First!, the Forest Service is 
planning 9,000 miles of roads and a 
million and a half acres of timber 



As we went to press, Earth First!ers in over two dozen locations protested the role of Burger King And other 
fast food chains in converting Central American rainforest to beef pasture. Full details next issue. 

Photo by David Cross. 



THE BASTARDS! 


sales in RARE II areas. Except in 
those states where RARE II bills 
have passed (Colorado, New Mex- 
ico, Indiana, West Virginia and Miss- 
ouri), Administrative Appeals to the 
Forest Service based on California 
v. Block against specific develop- 
ment projects in RARE II areas 
should stop such projects. 

Contact your local Forest Service 
office and determine what develop- 
ment projects are planned for road- 
less areas. Get a copy of the decision 
document from the Forest Service 
and find out whether the decision 
is still subject to appeal (you must 


appeal within a certain time frame) 
or when it will be. Then file a simple 
appeal based on the following form 
(merely fill in the blanks with the 
proper information). You may want 
to get a copy of the appeals regula- 
tions from the Forest Service. 

Done at the right time, a little 
piece of paper can temporarily stop 
the destruction of your roadless 
area more effectively than anything 
else. The Freddie bulldozers are set 
to roll this summer. Do not delay. 
Act now. Stop the Forest Service 
with appeals. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BEFORE THE (reviewing officer’s title) 

In re (describe matter, e.g., Big Tree Timber Sale) ) 

) 

(You and/or your organization's name) ) F.S. Doc ket No. 

) 

Appellants ) 


NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. S211.18, (appellant's name(s)) hereby 
requests administrative review of the decision of (name and title of 

deciding officer) dated to (describe decision, e.g., offer 

T timber sale in the National Forest). The 

(officer’s) decision was in error and not in accordance with the legal 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act as determined 
by California r. Block, 690 F. 2nd 753 (9th Cir. 1982). 

Therefore, appellant requests (name and title of reviewing officer) 
to (relief requested, e.g., rescind the finding of no significant effect and 

prepare an ES for action; rescind the Record of Decision 

for action, dated ; cancel timber 

sale). 

Dated: 

SIGNATURE 

ADDRESS 

for (Appellants)) 
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Around the Campfire 




If nothing else, we in Earth First! 
can put on a damn good show. Take 
a look at the photo article on our 
John Muir Birthday Party and Tuol- 
umne Rally. An even bigger show 
will be the 1984 Round River Ren- 
dezvous (the fifth annual!) set for 
July 7 in the Cabinet Mountains of 
western Montana. This great annual 
gathering of EF!ers from around the 
country will feature a rally against 
the Forest Service’s destruction of 
wilderness, and preparation for 
direct action to stop the mineral 
development of the Cabinet Moun- 
tains Wilderness. See our lead 
article on this issue. 

As we went to press, EFlers in 
over two dozen locations from 
Maine to Hawaii held demonstra- 
tions at Burger King outlets as part 
of our campaign against the defor- 
estation of Central America. A 
complete photo report of the 
demonstrations and the direction 


the campaign will take in the future 
will be featured in the June 20 EF! 

I discussed last issue how we 
were not able to file a national 
RARE II lawsuit against the Forest 
Service. Howie Wolke elaborates in 
Grizzly Den this issue. While we 
cannot sue nationally, we can file 
dozens of appeals to stop Freddie 
destruction of roadless areas. In one 


of the most important how-to arti- 
cles ever presented in Earth First!, 
we tell you how to appeal timber 
sales and road-building in RARE II 
areas. Use the fill-in-the-blanks 
form in this issue. Stop those ’dozers 
with a little piece of paper. It is up 
to you! 

Ned Ludd continues to attract 
important contributions. Among 
many other worthy hints, a veteran 
Freddie surveyor tells you how to 
make his job difficult. I’d like to 
encourage such submissions to 
Dear Ned Ludd. Some folks think 
that it is the most important part of 
Earth First!. While we’re on the 
subject, I’m spending most of my 
time apart from the newspaper in 
putting together our long-awaited 
book EcoDefense: A Field Guide to 
Monkey wrenching. Publication 
date is this fall. It’s still not too late 
to submit your expert hints on 
unconventional defense of the wild. 

I’ve long heard rumors of the 
resistance mounted by the Bolt 
Weevils of Minnesota to a giant 
powerline back in the mid-seven- 
ties. We’ve finally tracked down a 
veteran of this campaign and are 
most pleased to offer a history of 
the greatest environmental resis- 


tance movement in American his- 
tory. Good advice for all of us. 

We often rail against the Freddies 
in these pages but they aren’t the 
only bad guys. The Fish & Wildlife 
Service has demonstrated they can 
be as corrupt and venal as any 
Forest Service timber engineer. 
Somebody should hang for the trav- 
esty described in our article on the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. But 
let’s not let the Freddies off the 
hook. They’re going after the old 
growth tall timber in Oregon’s Mid- 
dle Santiam right now. While you 
read this, there will be Earth First!- 
ers standing in front of bulldozers 
there. Details will follow in next 
issue. 

There are a lot of ideas in this 
issue from Bill Devall, Reed Noss 
and others. Chew on them. Finally, 
write a letter. One of the great 
wildlands of America needs your 
help today. We have developed a 
proposal for an internationally sig- 
nificant Owhyee Wilderness where 
Nevada, Idaho and Oregon come 
together. Please write BUM in sup- 
port of the Earth First! three and 
a half million acre wilderness 
proposal. 

Now excuse me. I’m off to follow 
Cactus Ed’s advice and disappear 
with my sweetie into the wilderness 
for eight days. 

-DF 



Webers 
to the 
Editor 


Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 
Dear EF! 

How about BLMishes as an epi- 
thet for the BLM? 

— Johnny Horizon 

Dear EF! 

You are looking for a name for the 
BLM to go with the “Freddies” for 
the Forest Service? How about 
bulemics in honor of the disease of 
starvation, gorging and vomiting? 
It fits them and their initials BLM. 

-NYC 
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Hello, 

I just saw a copy of EF! My heart 
jumps when I hear about other 
people fighting for the environment. 

I have been active in the ‘pump 
wars’ here in Bucks County for the 
past few years. Have laid down in 
front of bulldozers and been 
dragged off by the ever-present 
state troopers in their Darth Vadar 
get-ups. It’s not scary when you 
know why you’re doing it and when 
you know you’re not alone — that 
there are Earth soldiers all around 
the world doing the same thing. We 
are savoring a moment of victory 
now — construction is halted — but 
who knows for how long? 

— Pennsylvania 


Dear EF! 

I’m a peaceful man who is getting 
crankier with age and knowledge. 
Could you help me out? 

- New York State 

May 1, 1984 



Dear Earth First! 

I heard about you and what you 
did in Oregon when even the Sierra 
Club types gave up. It’s about time 
for some kind of tribe like you in 
the world. I heard that some of you 
hug sagebrushes. Anybody that 
hugs sagebrushes is a friend of mine. 
It just lightninged and thundered 
outside, can you imagine that in 
mild old Puget Sound? Now it’s 
raining hard and fast like over on 
the Dry Side. I don’t know what you 
do or . if you are an organization or 
what, but I’d maybe like to find out, 
if somebody would like to write to 
me or send me a newsletter or 
something. 

I monkeywrenched in my tender 
youth when it was unknown, and 
now I do other thfrigs that don’t 


mess up the ordinary working guys’ 
lives so much. 1 like to draw car- 
toons, too, but right now my pen 
ran out of ink. If you need any 
willing bodies to stand in the way of 
progress, you can call on me and 
tell me what’s happening and what’s 
needed. 1 got a family with three 
kids, but if it’s not too far away, 
we’ll make it. 

— Seattle 


Dear Ladies, Gents, Druids, 

How does one loyal to this trav- 
eling orb join up? Do you have a 
newsletter? Annual tribal stomps? 
Tell me all what you will. At your 
earliest convenience. Thank you. 

-SM 
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Dear EF! 

Tom Stoddard raises some impor- 
tant issues in his essay on “Wil- 
derness and Wildlife” (part III). 
Undoubtedly human population 
growth is the ultimate problem that 
must be solved if we are ever to 
have the kind of healthy, diverse 
planet we all long for. The problem 
is certainly enormous; the solutions 
are indeed tentative and tepid, and 
they are definitely met with great 
resistance. Radical measures are 
called for. 

But in advancing some of his 
recommendations, Stoddard runs 
squarely into the classic problem of 
balancing the population issue with 
the real concerns of civil and human 
rights; namely, who gets to make 
the choices? Who decides who gets 
to live and who has to die? I share 
Stoddard’s contempt for the doc- 
trines of the Catholic Church, but I 
am no more willing to let Tom Stod- 
dard play God than I am the Pope. 

Stoddard argues for increased use 
of the death penalty as a means of 
reducing over-population. He urges 
castration or execution for child 
molesters, rapists, and other “nox- 
ious deviants.” Well, one man’s 
noxious deviant is another man’s 
hero or saint. What happens when 
political power is held by people 
who hold views different from 
yours? Might they not use Stod- 
dard’s reasoning to eliminate those 
who dissent, all in the name of 
population control? Wasn’t that 
Hitler’s reasoning, too? 

What about assassination? Does 
Stoddard see it as a legitimate tool 
to rid the world of those who 
pollute, plunder, and pave the 
wilderness and contribute to the 
extinction of myriad species of wild- 
life? Stoddard states that he can do 
without the John Wayne Daceys, 
Richard Specks, and John Hinkleys. 
But all Hinkley did was try to assas- 
sinate Ronald Reagan. Reagan is 
certainly responsible for more 
environmental degradation than 
the comatose octogenarians and 
birth-defected children that Stod- 
dard wants to do away with. In fact, 
a strong case could be made that 
the elimination of Reagan would be 
the best thing that ever happened 
to wildlife and wilderness every- 
where! By Stoddard’s own reason- 
ing, doesn’t that make John Hink- 
ley a hero? 

I think about these questions a 
lot, for I, like Stoddard, know that 
population control is the greatest 
challenge facing mankind. Radical 
measures are necessary and time is 
quickly running out. I don’t know 
the answers; I’m not even sure the 
answers exist. But I know these 
concerns lie at the very core of the 
problem, and they demand a more 
comprehensive discussion than 
Stoddard’s essay provides. 

— Robert Verduin 
San Francisco, CA 

Dearest Earth lovers, 

I wholeheartedly support your 
opinions, attitudes, goals and means 
of methods! Here in the rural Sierra 
mountains of California we are cur- 
rently fighting the spraying of 2,4-D 
in the Tahoe National Forest, the 
mining of San J uan Ridge, the recent 
red-tagging of alternative ‘non-code’ 
(non-permit, I should say) homes, 
etc.... etc.... It goes on and on, 
getting more and more crazed under 
the current administration. I want 
to know, do you know anyone who 
has felt the ‘economic recovery’? 
No one I know has. “Anyone But 
Reagan” says it all. 

- Susan 


Dear EF! 

I was happy to see a mention of 
the human element in your March 
cover story on the Burger King 
protests. The clearing of rainforests 
for cattle production is an ecological 
disaster, but it also part of a human 
disaster affecting millions of third 
world people. Corporate greed, 
backed by U.S. strongarm tactics, 
have long promoted the destructive 
development your article described. 

Two years ago I visisted Nicar- 
agua, a poor country whose people 
were struggling to rebuild after 70 
years of destructive U.S.-inspired 
“development” policies. The corrupt 
Somoza family, backed by the U.S., 
ruled the country for 50 years and 
amassed a great wealth of its 
resources, including 40% of its 
arable land. As plantations of export, 
crops developed, peasants were 
forced off their land and into low- 
paying migrant plantation work — 
not the happy Juan Valdez life of 
TV coffeeland. An oversupply of 
cheap labor (high unemployment 
and poor working conditions) led 
to unrest, which Somoza side- 
tracked with his own brand of “land 
reform.” 

Peasants were given a plot of land 
in the forests near the mountains. 
After about three years of back- 
breaking labor, the former forest 
was hand cleared and the peasants 
were set to begin their attempt at 
self-sufficiency. At this point, 
Somoza’s National Guard appeared 
with an offer the peasants couldn’t 
refuse — move or die. Somoza’s 
cattle herds flourished with the 
success of the land reform in open- 
ing new expanses of rangeland. 
President Truman’s well known line 
about Somoza says it all: “He may 
be an s.o.b., but he’s our s.o.b.” 

Our craving for beef, coffee, sugar 
and bananas has given rise to large 
corpora: ions who now control the 
destiny of millions of people and 
the health of this planet. The U.S. 
has overthrown a democratic gov- 
ernment in Guatemala to save the 
investments of a banana company. 
We’re waging a war against Nicar- 
agua because its people stood up 
and said “No more!” How far will 
these policies take us? It seems to 
me that if we don’t destroy our- 
selves by warring over these 
resources, the ecosystem will col- 
lapse under the pressures. 

Earth First! is a welcome move- 
ment in all this. If enough people 
say “No!” to every link in the 
destructive chain and at every 
chance they get, we can turn around 
the course of destruction. Thanks 
for the call to action. 

- V.O. 

Anchorage, AK 

Dear Earth First! 

The situation here in South- 
western Coastal Oregon is getting 
volatile where Mother Earth is con- 
cerned. Some of these “cut-’em- 
down” and “use-’em-up” mental 
midgets have got this peace-loving, 
hip-pocket environmentalist about 
half-worried and half-angry. I guess 
maybe I spent too long living in the 
woods and learning to accept the 
values that exist there to be able to 
tolerate the buffoons that show up 
out here to cut, poach, steal and 
dump. Perhaps the insensitivity 
they display cuts too deeply into 
the feelings I have for all living 
things, something I apparently ac- 
quired as an after-effect of the jun- 
gles of Vietnam. I’m beginning to 
think it might be a curse rather 
than a blessing in this modem world 
of over-use and abuse .... 


Ah, but the unflappable optimist 
surfaces for one more gasp, thanks 
in great part to your organization 
and its apparent motivating forces. 
Can it be possible- that there are 
more people that feel abaut the 
Earth like I do? .The thought sus- 
tains my spirits, even causes them 
to soar. 

I encounter very little evidence 
of environmental concern on the 
South Coast of Oregon. People here 
tend to think in terms that create 
over-use, overpopulation, pollution 
and waste. The main concern, the 
ever-present hue and cry, is t.0 
develop anything and everything, 
with little regard for consequences 
other than monetary. Narrow-mind- 
edness would be too complimentary 
a term for this destructive mindset. 
We sure could use some support for 
our forests, their inhabitants (of all 
species), as well as the beleaguered 
Pacific Ocean and coastal streams. 

To that end, please accept my 
subscription fee and and the offer 
to join with you in your pursuit of 
justice for our silent, suffering 
Partner, the Earth. 

— In faith, 
Tim 

Dear EF! 

I enjoyed Dave Foreman’s article 
in Environmental Action. It struck 
a responsive chord. After being 
co-opted by the system and then 
losing on top of being sold out, 

I have given up hope. I doubt 
whether your alternative offers 
much hope of succeeding either, but 
at least it is more emotionally satis- 
fying during the experience. I 
admire you for keeping up the fight 
when all looks hopeless. 

- Davis, CA 

Dear EF! 

A few years back I got interested 
in trying to make a truly efficient 
wood stove. Over a long path of 
development I finally came up with 
one and in the process came up 
with the technology which I believe 
will prove to be the answer to the 
“acid rain” problem. 

This wood stove produces water 
as a by-product of its operation. 
With this water comes unburned 
pollutants and acids which norm- 
ally would be emitted into the air. 
In developing this stove, I did come 
up with smoke-free stoves so I know 
they are a part of our future. So far I 
haven’t tried burning coal in it but 
from what I know of coal at the 
moment, this fuel should be able to 
be burned with equally satisfying 
results. 

Now what is interesting about 
this is that I have been trying to 
develop this stove commercially 
for the past one and one-half 
years, and have not been able to get 
any assistance on it from either 
the government or from private 
sources. 

Our system doesn’t lend itself to 
helping private inventors, and as 
such, I fall into that same pit. Orig- 
inally I thought because of what I 
had invented that things would be 
different for me. It seems that where 
“acid rain” is of concern to most 
knowledgeable people, the men 
heading up our commerce develop- 1 
ment could care less about the 
environmental issues. 

At any rate, I wanted to let you 
know that the cure is available and 
I’m sure it will work its way through 
the system .some day. Politics and 
big money I’m afraid are going to 
stand in the way of any rapid change 
in this area. 

Charles A. Johnson 
E. 1 60 Lucas Cr. Rd. 

Belfair, WA 98528 



THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 


THE ROLE OF EARTH FIRST! 


It’s been a long and cold winter 
here on the Hoback River, adjacent 
to the Gros Ventre and Grayback 
Ridge roadless areas. Spring in 
northwest Wyoming takes its sweet 
time in arriving. But arrive, it even- 
tually will. And as new life arises 
from the waters of old melting snow- 
banks, so too, will new plans of 
ecological devastation arise from 
the old files, plans and dogma of the 
U.S. Government. The war on wil- 
derness will resume just as certainly 
as the winter snows receed. 

This winter has for me been a 
busy one, characterized by dis- 
appointment, frustration, and per- 
haps a re-birth of purpose. During 
the last couple of months we have 
run into a number of terribly frus- 
trating legal roadblocks which have 
effectively prevented Earth First! 
from filing a national RARE II law- 
suit against the Freddies. The frus- 
tration and disappointment of not 
being able to take the lawbreaking 
bureaucracy to court was intense. 
Since years of experience had con- 
ditioned me to measure success 
largely by the number of successful 
lawsuits and administrative appeals 
filed, I began to seriously question 
the effectiveness of the Earth First! 
movement. Bogged down in a world 
of paperwork and legal documents 
(in preparation for the suit), I had 
begun to lose sight of why we had 
founded EF!, and of why I had 
previously severed my formal rela- 
tionship with the “straight” con- 
servation movement. I wasn’t 
becoming more moderate by any 
means; rather, I was simply allowing 
circumstances of the moment to 
draw me back into a mode of acti- 
vism which I’d attempted to leave 
behind. 

Let’s face it: old habits are hard to 
break. For nearly a decade, as I 
worked for groups such as Friends 
of the Earth and the Wyoming Wil- 
derness Association, I spent my 
time organizing, lobbying, appealing 
timber sales and other develop- 
ments, testifying, reading and com- 
menting on EIS’s, compiling data 
and statistics, and doing all of the 
mundane and nerve-wracking tasks 
which I disliked intensely, never 
got paid for, but which I did feel 
needed to be done. I know some 
environmentalists who actually like 
fine print and politics. I hate them 
- passionately. 

For the most part, somebody 
needs to play the political games of 
working within the system. We need 
that diversity within the movement. 
But that is the job of the Sierra 
Club, Audubon, Friends of the 
Earth, etc. The traditional tactics, 
even in support of our more “radi- 
cal” proposals simply do not reflect 
the primary role of Earth First! as it 
had originally been envisioned, and 
as I now firmly believe should re- 
main. Certainly, there will be times 
when Earth First! has to sue (for 
example, our successful RARE II 
suit for the Kalmiopsis), and when 
we’ll need to use other more tradi- 
tional tactics in pursuit of oqr non- 


traditional goals. But we must never 
lose sight of our primary purpose. 

Earth First! must be the cutting 
edge of the environmental move- 
ment, taking ecological not political 
positions on issues. When I helped 
found EF!, it was partially out of a 
personal frustration with traditional 
tactics, partially out of a personal 
inability to "play the game" any 
longer, and partially out of a growi ng 
disillusionment with the excessive 
moderation of the environmental 
movement as a whole. Environmen- 
talism in the U.S. needed a cutting 
edge: a philosophically pure state- 
ment of ecological purpose, against 
which all other positions could be 
measured. It also needed an infu- 
sion of new tactics and ideas, new 
people and new standards by which 
to measure success. The Earth First! 
movement would fulfill this new 
role and because of our efforts we 
would help make the entire environ- 
mental movement stronger and 
more effective. I believe that we are 
doing exactly that. 

As a matter of fact, after some 
serious reflection both on the Earth 
First! movement and on my own 
personal involvement with EF!. I 
feel very good about what w 
and where we are heading. Tr u\ 
we couldn’t pull off our planned! 
national RARE II lawsuit. But the 
suit was, in fact, a too-late effort to 
wrestle victory from the esophagus 
of defeat. The suit should have been 
filed 5 years ago by the Sierra Hub 
and The Wilderness Society. Even 
though we did find it impossible to 
do the suit, along the way we man- 
aged to raise consciousness, shook 
up a lot of bureaucrats and poli- 
ticians, secured and discovered 
some monumentally important 
documents (such as the D.A.R.N. 
Report), helped to organize a num- 
ber of groups and individuals who 
are certain to become effective wil- 
derness defenders, radicalized local 
state wilderness groups, and, per- 
haps most importantly, we have 
begun a serious movement to com- 
pletely overhaul and reform the U.S. 
Forest Service. We didn’t pull off 
the suit, but we did begin to lay a 
solid foundation for efforts that will 
certainly lead to saving some wild- 
ness in the next few years. And that 
is the bottom line. 

Therefore, we must produce, pub- 
licize and gather support for ecolog- 
ically sound wilderness proposals; 
we must demonstrate and blockade, 
while occasionally (especially at the 
local EF! group level) we must even 
resort to traditional legal, adminis- 
trative and political tactics. And at 
night, we must physically and strat- 
egically assault and destroy the 
machines of destruction. Above all, 
we must use our ingenuity and 
imagination. The measure of the 
success of Earth First! will be the 
increased success of environmen- 
talism as a whole. Those far-sighted 
and politically astute environ- 
mental leaders will see that; those 
with tunnel vision will not. So be it. 
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OWYHEE: A BIG WILDERNESS 


I do not know whether it was the 
sun or the song. Both came flut- 
tering gently to my mind on the 
cool, still, early morning air. I was 
awake, or at least waking. 

The song danced up and down 
the scale, pure notes and trills, 
natural and clean and sung from 
the heart. Eventually the song 
slipped into a buzz. I knew that 
song. It was the Lark Sparrow, 
Chonciestes grammacus strigatus. 
Good morning, bird. Good morning, 
sun. 

I blew a few feathers of down 
away from my face and reached out 
to pinch off a sprig of big sage. You 
can turn the leaves gently between 
your fingers and put them under 
your nose, and if you are from the 
intermountain west, you are home. 

There was no house here, to be 
sure. I was in the middle of one of 
the few vast wildlands remaining 
in the west. The Owyhee uplands. 
If 1 wanted to, I could load my pack 
and by late evening walk to the 
spot where Oregon, Idaho and Nev- 
ada meet. It is about as isolated a 
spot as you could find anywhere in 
the lower 48 states. 

To the northeast the Snake River 
Plain was drained by the large 
muddy river that further down 


North. The dry watercourses come 
together to form sometimes— 
streams and branches of a river, 
and eventually become the Owyhee. 
It is not a very impressive river in 
August at Rome, where US 95 cross- 
es it. It is quite a different matter for 
the few hundred Whitewater boat- 
ers each year who risk life and limb 
in Class V springtime rapids on the 
upper Owyhee. And it is a different 
matter too for the numerous species 
of wildlife dependent on the ribbon 
of water. 

Beaver and river otter (yes, in the 
desert) live throughout the river 
system. Four species of geese and 
18 species of ducks use the river. 
The red banded trout is indigenous. 
Mule deer, bobcat, mountain lion 
and bighorn sheep are common. 
Raptors ply the canyons and hunt 
on the adjacent plateaus. Over a 
hundred and twenty species of 
passerine birds call the Owyhee 
home. 

The Owyhee provides food, water 
and shelter. The water, riparian 
vegetation, junipers, shrubs, grass- 
es, talus slopes, and 1,000 foot Mio- 
cene epoch rhyolite cliffs provide a 
home for bugs, bats, birds, fishes, 
mammals. A rich land. Outside of 
the canyon, plateaus, rolling hills 



thrashed its way through Hell’s 
Canyon, the deepest gorge in North 
America. 

To the South, what water that fell 
and ran somewhere drained into 
the Humboldt River and disap- 
peared about 140 miles east of the 
Sierra Nevada. Great Basin county 
was to the south and west. 


and juniper woodland stretch far 
away to distant desert mountain 
ranges. Sage grouse live here, and 
pronghorn. 

It is a huge wilderness. And in 
February the Boise District of the 
Bureau of Land Management wrote 
a draft Wilderness EIS for part of it. 
The BLM analyzes 5 alternatives 


are sketch mapped at the rear of 
the document. All are bad, some 
worse than others. What they share 
in common is the assumption that 
what counts is the river canyon, 
rather than the great wild area itself. 

During the inventory hundreds 
of thousands of acres of de facto 
wildland were eliminated from 


Here, on this slightly dipping from 0 acres wilderness to 436,047 wilderness study simply because 

plateau, water follows the dip - acres wilderness. The alternatives the Bureau didn’t feel that the lands 
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were socially outstanding (they 
didn’t provide outstanding oppor- 
tunities for solitude or recreation). 
What remained, predictably, was a 
disaggregation tenuously linked to- 
gether by river and canyon. 

It was an unacceptable situation 
and one calling for courage and 
vision. Once again, the traditional 
conservation groups have fallen 
short of the mark. The proposal 
being generally supported is that 
concocted by the Committee for 
Idaho’s High Desert. The CIHD pro- 
posal does deal with all of the 
Owyhee country upstream from 
Rome, Oregon. However, it includes 
too little area and relies on the BLM 
WSAs to dictate the issues and the 
general geographic guidelines. The 
CIHD proposal is 1.2 million acres. 

Earth First! advocates from the 
tri state area have reviewed the 
pertinent documents, visited the 
area and flown over it. Our original 
intention was to develop a radical 
proposal. However, that really 
wasn’t necessary. A modest and 
moderate proposal evolved. It in- 
cludes 3,434,000 acres. 

Our proposal includes 1,267,000 
acres of land in Oregon, 1,176,000 
acres in Idaho and 991,000 acres in 
Nevada. It is modest in the sense 
that it does not address lands (other 
than a few small pieces in Oregon) 
outside of the Owyhee watershed 
upstream from Rome (Jordan 
Creek, for instance); and moderate 
because the effects of designation 
arc not great. In excess of 99% of the 
land within the proposal is publicly 
owned. No roads of consequence 
are closed, and no significant min- 
eral resources are included. There 
arc a few minor seedings, water 
“improvements” and structures, 
and, of course, fences. 

We recommend that nearly all 
livestock use be permanently sus- 
pended and all rangeland structures 
be removed, except at two ranching 
locations where small numbers of 
stock could be run on a custodial 
basis using 19th century tech- 
nology. These small operations 
would be cowboy museums. Live- 


stock use on the Owyhee uplands 
does not constitute good business 
or good biology. The grazing of live- 
stock certainly isn’t compatible with 
wilderness and it is time that the 
conservation community started 
saying so. The solution to a hundred 
years of rangeland abuse is to sim- 
ply get the cattle off. 

This isn’t a radical suggestion. 
Even in Malhuer, Owyhee and Elko 
counties livestock grazing on public 
lands has little to do with regional 
economies. Nationally, less than 4% 
of the beef we consume comes from 
public lands and it normally costs 
taxpayers two or three times as 
much to run the livestock program 
as the livestock operators pay for 
the forage. There is no need to 
pander to livestock interests fur- 
ther. Let’s just send the ranchers a 
check, save ourselves tax dollars; 
and millions of acres of rangeland 
another century of abuse. 

The EF! proposal is large enough 
and has enough integrity to once 
again allow natural forces to shape 
the landscape. Even so, water qual- 
ity and streamflow regulations need 
much improvement on the Duck 
Valley Reservation and adjacent 
private lands. 

The area contains great diversity. 
Rolling juniper woodlands, big sage/ 
bunchgrass, low and silver sage, 
playas, rims, canyons, water. The 
400 bighorn sheep, brought back at 
great expense and difficulty after 
extirpation in the first quarter of 
this century, are doing well and 
could become common in the coun- 
try. The pronghorn, once nearly 
eliminated from the range and still 
at low numbers could once again 
roam the plateaus without the 
encumbrance of fences. Sage grouse 
could reach pre historic levels and 
the once abundant sharp-tailed 
grouse could return. 

The cultural sites that have not 
yet been disturbed would be free 
from the airplane and four wheel 
drive teams that currently prowl 
the area. 

The EIS mentions 8 rare, threat- 
ened. or endangered plant species. 




Cabinets (cont) 

group from the east is attempting to 
push through a massive new ski 
resort on Great Northern Mountain, 
bordering on the east side of the 
Cabinet Wilderness which could 
displace bears in a large area and 
destroy some of the most critical 
spring habitat required by the 
grizzly. A high density residential 
development including a mixture 
of hotels and condominiums is being 
proposed for this project. 

The opening line of the U.S. For- 
est Service Cabinet Wilderness 
information brochure reads “Keep- 
ing the Wild in Wilderness.” During 
the summer of 1983 ASARCO had 
at least 7 exploratory core-drilling 
rigs, supplied by two support heli- 
copters, working within the wilder- 
ness area. At the same time, U.S. 
Borax had at least 3 helicopter- 
supported drilling rigs operating in 
the Rock Peak area of the wilder- 
ness. As fall approached, Borax 
pushed for several more explora- 
tory core-drilling site locations in 
other areas of the wilderness. Each 
drilling site, supplied by helicopters, 
brought the further impact of diesel 
pumps, site preparation (requiring 
the cutting of trees and vegetation) 
and trails resulting from human 
trampling. Each site removed yet 
another small piece of critical habi- 
tat from grizzly use, further jeopar- 
dizing their existence in this already 
fragile and diminishing range, and 
demonstrating a disregard for the 
wilderness values that serve as the 
basis for the protected status of the 
area. 

These multiple exploratory drill- 
ing sites were all completed without 
an environmental impact state- 
ment, so the public was not given 
adequate opportunity for input into 
the process. Although the cumula- 
tive effect of these operations on 
the fragile wilderness had to be a 
negative one, the Forest Service 
maintains that none of these mass- 
ive precedent-setting mechanized 
activities in the Cabinet Mountains 


But the fact is that a comprehensive 
survey has never been done. There 
may be many more. Let’s protect 
them. 

As a practical matter it will be 
difficult to designate wilderness in 
areas with large amounts of private 
land, with known mineral and 
energy resources, and numerous 
rangeland improvements. In the 
case of the Upper Owyhee we have 
a large, substantially natural con- 
tiguous block of public land without 
significant minerals or energy 
resources and where development 
has never done anything but im- 
poverish the land and the pocket- 
book. One of the West’s truly great 
wild rivers flows through it. It is a 
haven for wildlife. It is vast, wild 
and beautiful. Let’s have the cour- 


Wilderness constituted a major fed- 
eral action, so no EIS was even 
seriously considered. In fact, in the 
rush to allow more and more drill 
sites before the December 31, 1983, 
exploratory cut-off date, the public 
comment period for each new activ- 
ity was limited to only a few days. 
This in a national wilderness area, 
one of the most protected (by law, 
when enforced) land areas in the 
United States. 

ASARCO has already announced 
the discovery of what it describes 
as a “sizeable” silver deposit. There 
is little doubt that both U.S. Borax 
and ASARCO will further their des- 
tructive efforts in this wildlife-rich 
wilderness area and that mineral 
development proposals will be 
forthcoming in the immediate 
future. 

This is one of the last undisturbed 
national refuges for the grizzly. 
Allowing mineral development here 
could possibly write the final chap- 
ter for the grizzly in the Cabinet/ 
Yaak ecosystem. The area may also 
contain a small remnant population 
of mountain caribou, but the Forest 
Service has failed to support the 
most basic fieldwork and aerial 
surveys necessary to determine the 
population levels remaining in the 
Cabinet Mountains. Once proven to 
be there, the caribou would also 
have to be protected by law. 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 and 
the Endangered Species Act have 
established standards for allowable 
activities in national wilderness 
areas and in the habitat of endan- 
gered species. Mechanized mineral 
development in the Cabinet Wilder- 
ness is clearly in conflict with the 
intent of these laws. It is not the 
type of activity that present and 
future users expect as a part of a 
quality wilderness experience. 
Under the Endangered Species Act 
the Forest Service must not take 
action to avoid jeopardy to the 
grizzly bear and its habitat. Already 
the multiple exploratory drilling 
sites, of questionable legality, may 
have displaced sensitive wildlife 
and resulted in other adverse con- 


age to ask for three and a half million 
acres of land rather than a watered- 
down, BLM-inspired-save-the- 
pretty-scenery proposal. 

Let’s make the song last forever. 

- A Desert Rat 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 
WRITE a letter to: 

Mr. Joe Zimmer 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
3948 Development Avenue 
Boise, ID 83705 
SUPPORT the Earth First! pro- 
posal for a 3,434,000 acre Owyhee 
Wilderness. Write before May 30, 
1984. Send copies of your letter 
to your Senators and Congress- 
person. If you live in Oregon, 
Nevada or Idaho, send a copy to 
your governor as well. 



sequences within the wilderness 
area. The continued degradation of 
the wilderness by ASARCO and U.S. 
Borax under the “watchful” eye of 
the Forest Service should be called 
into question by the American 
public. 

Do we allow these activities to 
continue, in possible violation of 
law and nature, or do we respond 
on the side of the wilderness, calling 
a halt to these actions? It is crucial 
that we, through our representa- 
tives in Congress and through 
actions in the Federal Courts, take 
the necessary steps to bring this 
destructive, precedent-setting 
invasion of our last wilderness areas 
to a halt before the damage becomes 
complete and irreversible. 

A dollar value can be put on 
timber and minerals, but not on a 
grizzly, bighorn sheep, mountain 
caribou, a wolf or a lake full of 
cutthroat trout. Equal considera- 
tion must be given to the impor- 
tance of maintaining these species 
and their habitats as a part of our 
national forest and wilderness sys- 
tems. We must continue keeping 
“the wild in wilderness.” The inte- 
grity of our wilderness is presently 
being compromised, and we must 
all rise to the defense. These intru- 
sions into the Cabinet Wilderness 
must not go unchallenged. We urge 
you to demonstrate your firm belief 
in wilderness protection by voicing 
your serious concern to your elected 
representatives, as well as the com- 
mittees and individuals listed 
below. We urge that the Cabinet 
area continue to be protected as 
wilderness, that the Wilderness Act 
and Endangered Species Act not be 
compromised, and that the grizzly 
and other species be allowed to 
survive. We urge that the Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness be with- 
drawn from availability for future 
mineral development. A wilderness 
area is a sacred place. Let the spirit 
of the Great Bear remain free for 
generations to come. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO: • 
Express your concern by writ- 
ing to your U.S. Senators (U.S. 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510), 
and members of Congress (House 
of Representatives, Washington, 
D.C. 20515). 

Write to: Robert A. Jantzen, 
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Washington, D.C., 20240. 
Urge him to implement strict 
standards under provisions of the 
Endangered Species Act to pro- 
tect the threatened grizzly bear 


in the Cabinet Mountains. 

And to: James F. Rathbun, For- 
est Supervisor, Kootenai Nation- 
al Forest, RR 3, Box 700, Libby, 
Montana 59923, to insist upon 
strict compliance with the En- 
dangered Species Act to protect 
the grizzly bear and the Wilder- 
ness Act to protect wilderness 
values in the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness; and request that you 
be given an opportunity to give 
input into the planning process 
for the proposed Great Northern 
Mountain Ski Resort. 



ANGEL DUSTING GRIZZLIES 

by Peggy Bond 


Last summer, a grizzly bear 
dragged a young man from his tent 
at Hebgen Lake near Yellowstone 
National Park, killed and ate him. 
Wildlife biologists, who knew this 
bear to be a particularly peaceful 
animal, were at first at a loss to 
explain the attack. Then it was 
discovered that the bear had been 
sedated at least 11 times with 
Sernylan, which is the trade name 
for phencyclidine or, in drug lingo. 
“P.C.P.” or “Angel Dust." and which 
is known to produce violent and 
unpredictable behavior in humans. 

Typically, grizzly bears are soli- 
tary creatures, preferring to avoid 
all contact with humans. They are 
omnivorous and. since the devel- 
opment and logging of much of 
their habitat, have become garbage 
junkies. 

In recent years, open-pit garbage 
dumps have been closed in or near 
grizzly habitat, and the bears have 
been forced into a “rehabilitation" 
program of redeveloping a taste for 
native foods and the savvy to find 
them. In the meantime, they fre- 
quently return to developed areas, 
where they are captured, tranquil- 
ized and then relocated deep in the 
back country. The process can be 
repeated regularly with "problem 
bears” that keep returning to 
garbage dumps. 

Phencyclidine is a mind-altering 


drug that acts as a depressant on 
the central nervous system. By now, 
the newspapers have familiarized 
us with the frequently violent 
human reactions to this unpredic- 
table drug. At times, it induces calm 
and euphoric feelings along with 
vivid hallucinations. But at other 
times, without warning, it fills users, 
or abusers, with irrational feelings 
of power, causing them to attack 
people of obviously superior 
strength, or to break their own 
bones while attemping such things 
as overturning cars or smashing 
brick walls. Angel dust has even 
been blamed for homicidal behavior. 

In a 1978 study, the National 
Institute of Drug Abuse found that 
phencyclidine can induce "a psych- 
otic state that is difficult to dis- 
tinguish from schizophrenia. Many 
powerful alterations of perception 
and thought occur, including 
changes in body image, feelings of 
isolation and dependency, and a 
general slowing of mental pro- 
cesses." The Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association reports 
that the drug can produce perman- 
ent brain damage in humans. In his 
1982 book, Drugs and Behavior, 
Fred Leavitt of California State 
University at Hayward wrote that 
phencyclidine is one of only two 
drugs that have been clearly shown 
to increase violence in humans. 


The drug is also known to pro- 
duce delayed reactions - or flash- 
backs - hours, weeks or even 
months after the effects seem to 
have worn off. In these episodes, 
users will suddenly feel threatened, 
and will lash out at the supposed 
threat with the same illusory feel- 
ings of omnipotence as when they 
were under the drug's influence. 

Is the use of phencyclidine caus- 
ing the grizzly bear to become a 
greater danger to itself and the 
American people? Most wildlife 
biologists discount the drug’s mind- 
altering impact on grizzlies and have 
ruled it out as a factor in this sum- 
mer's killing. But there has been no 
research on the effects of repeated 
doses of the drug on either grizzly 
bears or the many other mammals 
on which it is used. Certainly, the 
harmful effects of phencyclidine on 
humans are reason enough to cur- 
tail its use until biologists can prove 
that they are not creating a new 
breed of brain damaged, erratic and 
highly dangerous grizzly bears, and 
contributing to the extinction of 
the finest symbol of America’s wil- 
derness spirit. 

Th is article originally appeared in 
the New York Times. It is reprinted 
with permission of the author. 
Peggy Bond lives in Montana near 
Yellowstone Park. 
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LOCAL EARTH FIRST! CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

612 Kyoto-shi, Fushimi-ku 
Fukakusa, Sanoyashiki-cho, 
21-1 

Tanaka-kata 
Kyoto, JAPAN 
(075) 643-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 31 Munda 
Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

POB 1756 
Juneau, AK 99802 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 

POB 21 

An at a. CA 95521 
. (707)822-8136 

Berkeley - Karen Pickett 

P( )B 83 Canyon, C’A 94516 
(415 )548-2220( EcologvC enter) 
376-7329 H 

Chico — Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico, CA 95927 
(916)342-3078 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno, CA 93704 

Marin County — Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415)456-7433 

Santa Barbara — 

Matt Buckmaster 

6764 Sueno Apt. B 
Isla Vista, CA93117 
(805) 968-8812 

San Diego — Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Leucadia, CA 92024 
(619) 436-3927 

San Francisco — 

Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

Turlock — 

Don Presley 
POB 1300 
Turlock, CA 95381 
(209) 634-8741 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th *K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

627 Walnut Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
(303) 449-6379 

Denver - Nina Churchman 

419 Pearl 
Denver, CO 80203 
. (303)722-5030 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850 Laporte *B9 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 

Gunnison - Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison, CO 81230 
(303) 641-2829 

Telluride - Art Goodtimes 

Box 1008 

Telluride, CO 81435 
(303)728-4301 

CONNECTICUT 
Louisa Wilcox 

co Blair 

Whalers Point 

East Haven, CT 06512 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA 
Terry J. Harris 
108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

Lee Few 

7610 Glenolden PI 
Manassas, VA 22211 
(703) 361-2239 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

1 0830 SW 85th Ct. 

Gainesville, FL 32601 
(904) 495-9203 

Tallahassee — Reed Noss 
1735 Yearling Tr. 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(904) 877-5099 

Jacksonville 
Earth First! 

POB 37138 

Jacksonville, FL 32236 


GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

214 Powell Street 
Atlanta, GA 30316 
(404) 586-0787 

IDAHO 

Boise — Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Bonner’s Ferry — Jerry Pavia 

Box 912 

Bonner’s Ferry, ID 83805 
(208) 267-5924 

Ketchum 

Patrick (PJ) McCarthy 

Box 1576 

Ketchum. ID 83340 
(208) 726-7228 

Southeast — Rod Adams 

87 Louella 
Blackfoot. ID 83221 
(208) 785-2182 

KANSAS 
Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick — Gary Lawless 

61 Maine Street 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 

MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 

1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 

Missoula — Barb Steele 
Rt 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(406) 745-3212 

OR 

Bill TYusseU 

POB 2135 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 543-4948 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

2928 N 83rd *234 
Omaha, NE 68134 
(402) 571-5629 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bruce Thompson 

51 River Road 
Alstead, NH 03602 
(603) 835-6575 

NEW JERSEY 
Stacey Washko 

59 Handy Street 

New Brunswick, NJ 08903 

(201)249-2561 

NEW MEXICO 
Roy Durfee 

POB 40219 

Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 266-0464 

Allison Brody 

707 '^A 12th NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 243-0427 

Santa Fe — Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 

Rochester - Gary Bennett 

127 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14607 

(716) 461-0797 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville - Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 

OREGON 

Eastern Oregon - Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

Eugene - Elizabeth Bennet 

c/o Survival Center EMU 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 686-4356/345-2392 

Grants Pass - 
Steve Marsden 

6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg — David Hafer 

POB 165 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 

(717) 523-3107 


TENNESSEE 
Gordon M. Burghardt 

Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
(615) 974-3300 

TPYA<5 

Dallas/Ft. Worth - 
Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln *201 
Garland, TX 75041 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Box 348 

Escalante. UT 84726 

Logan - George Nickas 

372 E. 500 N. 

Logan. UT 8432 1 

Moab - Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801)259-8353 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station. YT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54 A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 
1109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt, WI 54481 
(715) 344-8237 
OR Cindy Minniek 
(715) 344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608) 241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 

Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

113 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 
(414)625-3816 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance — 

Harry Longbaugh 

POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 82729 


EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest Serv- 
ice, etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 

230 W 7th A vo 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505)277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

UTAH 

Spurs Jackson 

Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 
WASHINGTON 
Larry Monroe 
5515 28th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 525-7352 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 


SPECIAL NOTE: This list is based on the forms sent out 
to previously listed local contacts in March. If you have 
been listed as a contact in the past and no longer are, it is 
because we did not receive your form. If you do still want 
to be listed as an EF! local contact, get in touch with the 
newspaper. 


GRASSROOTS EARTH FIRST! - 
AN ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION 
The grassroots structure of Earth First! is partly that of 
a movement and partly that of a specific organization. 
It ranges from active, functioning Earth First! groups 
covering an entire state or region (such as New Mexico 
EF!, Florida EF!, San Francisco Bay Area EF! or Missoula 
EF!) to more or less affiliated groups (such as the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association, Western Colorado 
State College Whitewater Club or Appalachian Survival). 
Some of these groups put out their own newsletters or 
regular mailings, some have meetings, all do things. There 
are also a number of areas where there is not an actual 
EF! group but where there is a local contact for EF!. 
There are others that fall somewhere in between. If you 
want to become locaUy active with Earth First!, contact 
the person listed for your area (this listing makes no 
effort at division of actual groups and contacts). If no one 
is listed for your area, and you would like to be a local 
contact or have a local EF! group listed, please send your 
name, address and phone number to Earth First!, 230 W 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
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COLORADO RECREATION DOLLARS 

by Jeremy Kaplan 


According to Hunter and Amory 
Lovins, the major victories of the 
environmental movement wall come 
not as a result of increased ecolog- 
ical awareness and aesthetic appre- 
ciation of the wilderness, but 
through simple economic reality. 
This approach has been adopted by 
the Colorado Mountain Club Con- 
servation Committee in protecting 
natural ecosystems and geological 
features. 

The Conservation Committee has 
prepared a report on the economic 
value of outdoor recreation in 
Colorado. The report details the 
annual expenditures of hunters, 
fishermen, skiers and Whitewater 
boaters, and it enumerates the 
number of visitors to Colorado’s 
National Parks, Forests, Monu- 
ments and Wilderness Areas, state 
parks, and the increase in number 
of climbers of the state’s 54 peaks 
over 14,000 feet high. Combining 
outdoor recreation with tourism 
(and the urban environment of Den- 
ver is not what attracts visitors to 
the state), the annual expenditures 
amount to the second largest indus- 
try in Colorado, somewhere around 
$4 billion. 

The report accompanies a resolu- 
tion which has been introduced into 
the state legislature by Republican 
senator Les Fowler of Boulder. In 
the resolution, which has attracted 
co-sponsors in both the house and 
the senate, the state declares the 
protection of Colorado’s natural 
recreational resources (the high 
peaks, National Parks, Forests, 
Monuments and Wilderness Areas, 
clean air, and wildlife and fish pop- 
ulations) to be of the highest prior- 
ity. Federal, state and local planners 
and land managers are requested 
to implement this priority and pro- 
tect the state’s natural recreational 
resources. 

The resolution is non-binding, 
which means that it is more of a 
general statement of policy rather 
than a recommendation for specific 
action. This should increase its 
chances of passage. With no specific 


THE NATURAL WAY 
IN THE WILDERNESS 

The University of the Wilderness 
offers a June Back to Nature Explor- 
ation for individuals and families. 
Trip members will spend a week 
roaming in the Southwestern can- 
yonlands searching for and photo- 
graphing Anasazi Indian rock carv- 
ings and paintings. 

The backpack, clothes-optional 
trip is planned so that participants 
will enjoy not only the rock art, but 
also waterfalls, pools anjd wild- 
flowers in bloom in a remote desert 
wilderness environment - and the 
spectacular rock formations bathed 
in the full moonlight of warm sum- 
mer nights. 

The exploration is sponsored by 
the National Naturist Society and 
the University of the Wilderness, a 
nonprofit adult environmental 
education and research organiza- 
tion that has been conducting wil- 
derness field trips since 1973. 

The group is limited to ten people, 
and the $395 fee — actually a tax- 
deductible contribution to the Uni- 
versity — includes transportation 
from a western Colorado meeting 
place, food and tents. For complete 
information, the organization re- 
quests a donation of $1.00 for hand- 
ling and postage. Address: Naturist 
Exploring, P.O. Box 845-R, Ever- 
green, CO 80439. 


issues to stir up controversy, voting 
against the resolution would be like 
voting against apple pie. However, 
the information summarized in the 
report has already proved useful in 
a number of environmental issues 
of concern in the state. Copies of 
the report have been sent to every 
forest supervisor in Colorado and 
requests for it have come from the 
Wyoming Governor’s Office and 
from private firms in Utah, Montana 
and Washington, D.C. 

The state of Colorado is fortunate 
to have such a unique and valuable 
mountain environment and a rapid- 
ly growing outdoor recreation 
industry. Recognition of the eco- 
nomic value of the state’s natural 
recreational resources as a long 
term sustainable gold mine and of 
outdoor recreation and tourism as 
a major industry are important 
steps toward protection of these 
resources. With the passage of the 
resolution, conservation organiza- 
tions and the state tourism board 
will have added leverage in their 
dealings with the many diverse 
Federal, State and local land man- 
agement agencies. 

As of this writing, the resolution 
has been referred to the Colorado 
Senate Agriculture Committee. 

Copies of the report, entitled 
“Colorado’s natural recreational 
resources: an unrecognized eco- 
nomic asset,” are available at cost 
for $2.00 from Anne Vickery, CMC 
Conservation, 5255 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Boulder, CO 80303. 


WANTED - ROUND TRIP RIDE 
FROM WISCONSIN TO THE 
ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 
IN MONTANA FOR TWO PEO- 
PLE. SHARE EXPENSES & 
DRIVING. PLEASE CONTACT 
DOUG & ROXANA, RT. 2 BOX 
338, WITHEE, WI 54498. 


EARTH FIRST! TESTIFIES 
AT VIRGINIA 
WILDERNESS HEARING 

On March 17, Earth First! testified 
at a hearing conducted by Sen. John 
Warner on the Virginia Wilderness 
bill in Staunton. This bill was intro- 
duced by Reps. Jim Olin and Rick 
Boucher and includes wilderness 
areas totalling about 59,000 acres 
in western Virginia. Earth First! 
requested far greater acreage and 
pointed out in detail how the Fred- 
dies have been reading and clear- 
cutting RARE II areas in Virginia. 
Your correspondent couldn’t be- 
lieve his ears when the president of 
the Virginia Wilderness Committee 
actually boasted that Virginia was 
the only state where there was 
complete accord between conser- 
vationists and the Forest Service 
on wilderness .recommendations! 
However, there was strong support 
from the crowd of over a hundred 
for more wilderness. 

- R.F. Mueller 

CANYONLANDS NUKE 
DUMP ALERT 

The Canyonlands National Park 
area of southwestern Utah is still 
being considered as a potential site 
for a high-level nuclear waste dump. 
But, now, the Department of Energy 
says they plan to do no major field 
work in Utah before spring of 1986; 
and then, only if they choose Utah 
as their primary salt site. So, it looks 
like the pressure is down for a while. 
But, we’ll still keep our ears to the 
ground and let you know of any 
developments. 



LAST STAND FOR THE LAST STAND 
BLOCKADE PLANNED FOR MIDDLE SANTIAM 


It is Springtime; fairy slippers 
are emerging from the melting 
by Marcv Willow snow and the timber industry’s 

~ ■' fancy turns to wilderness. Parti- 

cularly, in western Oregon, to the 
Middle Santiam. 



One year ac/o, Oregon Earth First! was blockading the Kalmiopsis big trees. 
Note they are putting their bodies on the line for the Middle Santiam. 


There is no place in the world 
like it. Rare species of wildlife 
live in this unique concentration 
of Douglas fir forest. It is the 
second largest biomass in the 
world. It is home of the cougar, 
the eagle, black bear and bighorn 
(to name a few). The trees are 
eight feet around, three hundred 
feet tall, and up to seven hundred 
years old. The longest stretch of 
wild, unroaded river in western 
Oregon runs through it. 

The timber industry is frothing 
at the mouth over this one. And 
Senator Mark O. Hatfield has 
given the thumbs-down signal on 
it. He has deleted it from his 
“wilderness” bUl. (Even the earl- 
ier House bill, HR 1149, chopped 
it from 26,000 acres to 19,000 
acres to accomodate timber 
sales). The aftermath of this 
criminal act (which has already 
begun) would be the barren un- 
stable soils crumbling into the 
dying river. 

Earth First! and local citizens 
are drawing a line between the 
Middle Santiam wilderness and 
the chainsaws. A blockade is 
being prepared now to stop the 
logging already in progress. If you 
can help on the blockade contact: 
Liza - 929-6073, Marybeth — 
687-2304, Leo - 456-2891, Dan - 
754-3573, or Don - 456-4481. The 
cougar would rather see block- 
aders than bulldozers. 



HATFIELD PUSHES WILDERNESS DESTRUCTION BILL 


As expected, Senator Mark Hat- 
field (R-Louisiana Pacific) has 
introduced a poor excuse for an 
Oregon Wildernes Bill into the U.S. 
Senate in response both to House 
Bill 1 149 (1.2 million acres) passed 
a year ago, and the RARE II lawsuit 
filed by the Oregon Natural Re- 
sources Council last December. 

Hatfield’s bill would designate 
740,000 acres of wilderness, and 
adds 192,000 acres of worthless 
“special management areas.” (As 
most of us are aware, the Forest 
Service treats these so-called com- 
promise designations like a sneaky 
glutton treats sweets: They’re more 
fun to eat because you’re not really 
supposed to.) 

Hatfield has done some minor 
rebuilding of his infamous wil- 
derness demolition bill of 1979, 
which called for 506,000 acres of 
wilderness accompanied by hard 
release language. For example, he 
has withdrawn his support for the 
Coleman Rim proposal, and re- 
placed it with Deadhorse Rim which 
is slightly larger acreage-wise, but 
is higher elevation with less timber 
production potential. 

Upon further examination, we 
find that the Hatfield bill fails to 
include the Middle Santiam, Red 
Buttes, Grassy Knob and Wassen 
Creek proposals, the only areas in 
the House bill with expansive 
stands of coniferous old growth 
forest. He has also adjusted the 
boundaries of six other House pro- 
tected areas to eliminate their lower 
elevation old growth components 
from protection. 

Another low blow in the Hatfield 


bill is his inclusion of 22,000 acres 
of non-forested RARE II recom- 
mended wilderness in the Hells 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 
If this is included in the final Oregon 
bill, it will put a damper on the 
highly anticipated Hells Canyon 
Wilderness legislation which many 
conservationists plan to pursue in 
conjunction with Senator Bob Pack- 
wood immediately after an Oregon 
bill is passed. That hoped for acre- 
age is ten times Hatfield’s offering. 

Hatfield’s crafty manuevering in 
his new bill reaffirms the fact that 
he is concerned only with desig- 
nating as small an amount of 
wilderness as possible on non- 
timber-productive land solely as a 
vehicle to certain the release of the 
balance of Oregon’s roadless areas 
to the chainsaw. 

But despite the lack of credibility 
of Hatfield’s bill, the political reac- 
tion has been frighteningly respon- 
sive. There is little worry that 
conservation-oriented Congress- 
man .Jim Weaver will be buffaloed, 
which is encouraging considering 
his influence on key House com- 
mittees. But Weaver must be in- 
formed that the House bill he 
supports is shockingly inadequate. 
It is rumored that his co-sponsors 
on the House bill, Democratic Reps. 
Les AuCoin and Ron Wyden are 
wavering. AuCoin may attempt to 
strike a compromise with Hatfield, 
since Hatfield, to AuCoin’s dismay, 
included the Drift Creek proposal 
in the Senate bill, which is the only 
roadless area in AuCoin’s district. 
Wyden’s concern is honest and true, 
but his participation has been light. 


by Ric Bailey 

AuCoin has traditionally shown 
relatively little concern for wil- 
derness. He jumped on the Oregon 
bill bandwagon when the RARE II 
lawsuit threat began to take on 
some teeth. But when Weaver and 
public lands subcommittee chair 
John Seiberling (D-Ohio) were add- 
ing acreage to the House bill during 
mark up, AuCoin threatened to 
withdraw his support for the bill if 
an acreage cap was not observed. 
AuCoin also had the audacity to 
vote against the original House 
version of the Endangered Amer- 
ican Wilderness Act back in ’77. 

( In t he Senate side, Oregon's other 
Republican Senator, Bob Pack wood, 
who has shown more concern for 
wilderness than Hatfield in the past, 
has chosen to sit on his hands. 

The national conservation groups 
have been using words like "pro- 
gress" and “workable" in reponse 
to thi' Hatfield proposal, as they 
whine for a wilderness bill like a 
herd of caged poodles. The Oregon 
Natural Resources Council has sent 
lobbyists to Washington II.C. but 
is not taking as strong a position 
as one. would hope and expect. 
There has been dangerous talk of 
“getting t he best compromise poss- 
ible between the House and Senate 
bills.” ONRC has proposed a 1.2 
million acre compromise to Hatfield. 

Taking all of this into considera- 
tion, the situation is grave and swift 
action is needed to prevent the loss 
of the greatest opport unity that has 
arisen to protect a significant 
amount of forest wilderness in Ore- 
gon, and to prevent Senator Hatfield 
from giving the Forest Service a 


blank check to sell out the remnants 
of Oregon’s forest wilderness to the 
timber beasts like throwing scraps 
to an already overstuffed dog. 

Oregon Earth First! activists are 
mounting an intensive lobbying 
effort to attempt to convince the 
Oregon House delegation to take a 
hard line approach in dealing with 
Hatfield, to use the fulcrum of the 
RARE II lawsuit to take the offen- 
sive and to add wilderness to the 
House bill. 

Hatfield knows that the timber 
industry does not want to see all 
Oregon Roadless Areas closed off 
by the lawsuit for an indefinite 
period of time, as evidenced by his 
adding of acreage in his new bill. 
They (Hatfield Industry) must be 
made to negotiate on conservation- 
ists' terms. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Those of us who are dedicated - 
to the cause of preservation of 
forest ecosystems and establish- 
ing reasonable wilderness pre- 
serves, and have worked toward 
this cause must decide what we 
really want to show for our 
efforts, and what semblance of a 
natural environment w'ill survive 
in the state of Oregon. The fate of 
many of the most magnificent 
virgin old growth forests left in 
America is at stake. Your letter 
to the Oregon House delegation 
can indeed make a difference. If 
most of the people who have read 
this article spent the 20 minutes 
and pocket change it takes to 
contact them, it would have to 
make at least a few thousand 
acres difference in the final hill. 


Isn’t your time worth a few thou- 
sand acres of rich, virgin old 
growth rain forest? 

Each House member (Jim Wea- 
ver, Ron Wyden, Les AuCoin) can 
be contacted at: House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 
You might also caU them at (202) 
224-3121. 

They need to be made aware 
that the 6.9 million acre Earth 
First! Oregon proposal is strongly 
supported ( see £!F7 Sept. 23, 1983 
for details) and that the public 
realizes that no compromise be- 
tween the House and Senate bills 
could be considered anything 
more than a seUout to special 
interests. And you might mention 
that those who care about con- 
servation should at long last take 
a hard line against any attempts 
to prevent the inclusion of old 
growth forest into the wilderness 
system. 

Hatfield is also susceptible to 
public pressure. Drop him a line 
at: Senate Office Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20510. Also contact 
Sen. Bob Packwood. Ask him to 
take a more active role on this 
important issue. 

Hatfield’s bill has not yet been 
reviewed by the Senate Agricul- 
ture Committee, which is neces- 
sary before a floor vote is taken. 
There is still time to act before 
Hatfield’s atrocious bill passes 
the Senate, and lands in a House- 
Senate conference committee. 
The more fighting we do with our 
pens today, the less well have to 
do with our bodies tomorrow. 


Page 7 EARTH FIRST! May 1, 1984 



EARTH FIRST! PROPOSES 6 MILLION ACRES 
NATIONAL FOREST WILDERNESS IN ARIZONA 


by Ed Abbey 
and Pablo Desierto 

Humankind has achieved almost 
total mastery over the planet Earth 
during the past 200 years. While a 
part of this effort was meant for 
general human welfare, the greater 
part has been the pursuit of power 
for its own sake. As a result, the 
human population has multiplied 
many times over, and population 
growth, industrial expansion and 
the destruction of the ecosystem 
now threaten the basis of every 
form of life, including the human. 

We in Earth First!, believing that 
life - all life — is sacred, urge there- 
fore that the non-industrialized or 
natural world (also known as “wil- 
derness”) be preserved, extended 
and protected from further human 
aggrandizement. 

We advocate this admittedly rad- 
ical moral position for two principal 
reasons: ( 1 ) because the wilderness, 
the natural world, other living crea- 
tures and other forms of being (rock, 
earth, air, water, mountains, plains, 
clouds, rivers) - in sum, the Earth 
- have the natural right to continue 
their existence and evolution free 
of industrial man’s interference, 
manipulation, exploitation and 
domination; and (2) because the 
moral, spiritual, intellectual, emo- 
tional, physical and material well- 
being of humankind itself depends 
upon the health of wilderness, of 
nature, of the Earth as a whole. 

We are consequently obliged to 
limit and lessen our human num- 
bers (by natural attrition and by 
humane means of population con- 
trol) to a rational, sustainable level 
and to reduce our material demands 
upon the world around us to a point 
that no longer endangers the con- 
tinuity of other species and our own. 

Our program begins at home - in 
our own lives, in our own com- 
munity, in our own beloved state of 
Arizona. As the first small step 
toward a sane and healthy civiliza- 
tion, we make the following recom- 
mendations for the protection and 
enlargement of Arizona wilderness 
areas; 


In studying the Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluation (RARE) 
process in Arizona’s national for- 
ests, we found it useful to invert 
the process and develop a Roaded 
Area Review and Evaluation. The 
Earth First! wilderness proposal is 
a combination of presently roadless 
areas with areas that should be 
made roadless in the future. Our 
study has Centered on the question 
of which roads and what human 
uses should remain, rather than 
merely saving a portion of presently 
roadless areas. 

The wilderness proposals of the 
Arizona congressional delegation 
and the Arizona Wilderness Coali- 
tion are actually wilderness reduc- 
tion proposals, since they would 
give congressional protection to 
only a small part of our present de 
facto wilderness, while opening the 
remainder (or most of it) to conven- 
tional forms of industrial exploita- 
tion. In light of the basic philosophy 
of Earth First!, this is not satis- 
factory; we propose to expand, not 
further reduce, the actual wild areas 
of Arizona, beginning with our 
national forests but not limited to 
them. 

We advocate the creation of what 
we call an “eco-preserve” system 
that includes not only our national 
forests but also much of the adjoin- 
ing state and federal lands now 
under the management of the Bur- 
eau of Land Management, the Na- 
tional Park Service and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. We are also 
suggesting the inclusion of parts of 
certain Indian reservations, con- 
tingent upon approval and shared 
management by the concerned 
tribes. 

The Earth First! proposal for Ari- 
zona’s national forests is then only 
a preliminary building block for the 
desired system of area-wide ecolog- 
ical preserves. Earth First! suggests 
a total of just more than 6 million 
acres of forest lands as the desirable 
minimum, as opposed to the miserly 
750,000 acres proposed by Arizona 
Congressmen Morris Udall, and the 
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larger, but paltry, 1.8 million acres 
requested by Arizona’s conserva- 
tive coalition of respectable con- 
servation organizations (Sierra 
Club, Audubon, Wilderness Society, 
etc.). 

Added to a proper and necessary 
national forest wilderness, our 
Earth First! proposals for eco- 
system preserves would lead to an 
overall total of 30 million acres to 
be protected as wilderness in Ari- 
zona, or only about 40 percent of 
the state’s land surface. Ideally, a 
compromise between industrial 
growth and wilderness preservation 
should be settled on a 50/50 basis; 
that is, half of the land to be set 
aside primarily for human use, and 
the other half preserved for the 
needs of other living creatures. 

As a gesture of good will, however, 
and until the human population of 
Arizona is gradually reduced to a 
number that the land can decently 
support (probably 500,000 and no 
more) we in Earth First! are willing 
to lean over backward in the effort 
to be fair and reasonable, trusting 
that other interested parties will 
follow our example. 

This is the Earth First! proposal 
in broad outline. We wish to add, 
though, that it is not sufficient that 
a 30 million-acre eco-preserve sys- 
tem be established; it is equally 
necessary that, once set up, the 
system be managed, or better yet, 
be allowed to manage itself, in ways 
that support rather than erode the 
diversity, freedom and long-term 
health of the whole. By this, we 
mea n that incompatible uses of the 
wilderness, such as mining, heli- 
copter traffic, fencing, water storage 
facilities, and stock grazing be 
phased out with all due deliberate 
speed. (Eat more venison.) 

The beef industry, chief offender 
here, has had a free ride upon the 
public lands for more than a cen- 
tury; the infestation of our deserts, 
canyons, forests and plains by 
domestic cattle has been and re- 
mains a plague upon the land. (Eat 
less beef.) 

The time has come to terminate 
the offense. If this creates an un- 
employment problem among cattle 
herders, we suggest these “cow- 
boys” (as they are often called) be 
hired as mounted rangers to patrol 
the boundaries of the eco-preserves. 
The well-known comical “cowboy 
hat” could be preserved as an offi- 
cial part of the patrolman’s uniform. 

We of Earth First! are proud to 
offer our wilderness proposals to 
the general public and to our official 
representatives in government. We 
trust they will be received in the 
spirit in which they are given. 




EARTH FIRST! ARIZONA NATIONAL FOREST PROPOSAL 



Name of Area 

National Forest 

Acreage 

1. Catalina- Rincon 

Coronado 

230,800' 

2. Atascosa- Tumacacori 

Coronado 

126, 940 2 

3. Mt. Wrightson 

Coronado 

105,600 

4. Huachuca-Canelo Hills 

Coronado 

84,473" 

5. Whetstones 

Coronado 

44,800 

6. Dragoons 

Coronado 

40,960 

7. Winchesters 

Coronado 

20,000 

8. Galiuro Additions 

Coronado 

84,400 

9. Santa Theresas 

Coronado 

76,800 4 

10. Mt. Graham 

Coronado 

192,000" 

1 1 . Chiricahua Additions 

Coronado 

220,140* 

12. Peloncillos 

Coronado 

106, 880 46 

13. Bear Wallow-Painted Bluffs 

Apache-Sitgreaves 

183,680 

14. Blue Range 

Apache-Sitgreaves 

448,000 s 

15. Hells Hole 

Apache-Sitgreaves 

15,040 s 

16. Campbell Blue-Centerfire 

Apache-Sitgreaves 

35,200 

17. Mother Hubbard 

Apache-Sitgreaves 

10,240 s 

1 8. San Francisco Peaks 

Coconino 

32,640 

19. Strawberry Crater 

Coconino 

35,840 

20. Red Rock-Secret Mountain 

Coconiho 

83,200 

21. House Mountain 

Coconino 

35,200 

22. Rattlesnake 

Coconino 

48,280 

23. Wet Beaver- West Clear Creek 

Coconino 

209, 280 7 

24. Hackberry Mt.-Fossil Creelc 

Coconino 

83,200" 

25. Jacks Canyon 

Coconino 

35,200" 

26. Padre Canyon 

Coconino 

24,320 

27. East Clear Creek-Barbershop 

Coconino 

49,280 

28. Kendrick Mountain 

Kaibab/Coconino 

61,440 

29. Burro- Willis Canyons 

Kaibab 

74,880 s 

30. Kanab Creek 

Kaibab 

231,680° 

31. Saddle Mt.-Big Ridge 

Kaibab 

188,160'° 

32. Coconino Rim 

Kaibab 

121,881 

33. Sycamore Canyon Additions 

Kaibab/Prescott/ 



Coconino 

29,440 

34. Hell Canyon 

Kaibab/Prescott 

110,080 

35. Bradshaw Mountains 

Prescott 

261,760 

36. Porter Mountain 

Prescott 

35,840 

•37. Juniper-Sheridan-Granite Mts. Prescott 

353,280" 

38. Fritsche 

Prescott 

55,040 

39. Muldoon-Woodchute 

Prescott 

108,800 

40. Black Canyon-Grief Hill 

Prescott 

38,400 

41. Arnold Mesa 

Prescott 

69,120 

42. Pine Mountain Additions 

Tonto/Prescott 

60,800 

43. Cooks Mesa-New River Mesa 

Tonto 

147,840 

44. Mazatzal Additions 

Ton to 

257,920 

45. Hells Hole-Salome 

Tonto 

364,800 

46. Four Peaks-Boulder 

Tonto 

231,520 

47. Sierra Ancha Additions 

Tonto 

115,840 

48. Salt River 

Tonto 

142,720 

49. Goldfields 

Tonto 

21,120 

50. Black Cross 

Tonto 

6,290 

51. Horse Mesa 

Tonto 

10,450 

52. Superstition Additions 

Tonto 

161,920 

TOTAL: 6,066,134 acres 
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'additions to Pusch Ridge & Saguaro NM Wildernesses in four con- 
tinguous units 
1 "three contiguous units 
"two units 

'includes contiguous BLM acreage 
"includes acreage in New Mexico 
"does not include contiguous acreage in New Mexico 
7 two units separated by powerline 
"plus 26,880 acres BLM land 
"plus 80,640 acres BLM land 
'"plus 35,200 acres BLM land 

"includes 100 sections of checkerboard private lands 



BREAKING GROUND AND THE PUBLIC TRUST 
IN THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 



Bladed trail paralleling the Canning River. Sadlerachet Mts on left.. 


by Clod Funnstonn 

Spring is a magical time in the 
Far North and nowhere is it more 
wonderful than in the Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). It is 
a time when winter clutches the 
land until the last possible moment 
— then everything changes over- 
night. Warm air flows over the 
Brooks Range, rapidly melting the 
snowpack. Swollen streams and 
rivers race to the Arctic Ocean. 
Flooded lagoons and river deltas 
host myraids of migratory water- 
fowl on their return to nesting areas 
in the north. They are joined by- 
hundreds of thousands of shore- 
birds and passerines. The tundra 
rings with a continual din of ter- 
ritorial proclamations by male birds. 
Female caribou of the Porcupine 
River herd culminate their epic 
migration across snow fields, ice- 
choked rivers and mountains, and 
seek out snow-free patches of tus- 
sock tundra on the north slope of 
the refuge to give birth to their 
calves. 

This spring when the snow melts 
and the traditional migrants return 
to the coastal plain of ANWR some- 
thing will be different. The prev- 
iously unblemished tundra (the last 
remaining area of its kind in the 
U.S.), a tapestry of blended plant 
communities draping the land- 
scape, has been slashed from hori- 
zon to horizon. Seismic lines, bull- 
dozer trails, tracks from trailer sleds, 
dynamite sleds, and other oil and 
gas exploration equipment have left 
essentially indelible scars on Amer- 
ica’s wildest wilderness. No one can 
erase them. No one knows for sure 
how long the scars will remain 
visible. Experts say that the damage 
varies from site to site and recovery 
will likewise vary. They indicate, 
however, that recovery will take 
longer than 10 years and that in 
many sites the damage will remain 
visible for over 100 years. The nor- 
thern tundra is a sensitive land with 
short growing seasons, slow nutri- 
ent recycling and is underlaid with 


permafrost. When the protective 
vegetation is removed, a thawing of 
the permafrost called “thermo kar- 
sting” occurs. In areas rich in fine 
soil and ice, there can be severe 
slumping of soils and erosion into 
mud ditches. It is uncertain at this 
time how extensive the erosion will 
be in the recently scarred refuge. 

But how did this happen? How 
was such a tragedy a llo wed to hap- 
pen? Isn’t this area part of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, 
managed and protected by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

The stage was set sometime ago. 
Ever since oil was found at Prudhoe 
Bay 60 miles west of the refuge, oil 
companies have coveted the oppor- 
tunity to explore in ANWR. During 
the intense debate of the Alaska 
Lands legislation in the late 1970’s 
the oil lobby was successful in pro- 
curing a "foot in the door" via 
Section 1002 of the Act. That sec- 
tion required a resource assessment 
of the coastal plain of ANWR. It also 
authorized a limited oil and gas 
exploration program to be conduc- 
ted according to guidelines de- 
signed to assure that significant 
adverse effects on fish and wildlife 
habitat and other resources be 
avoided. The intent of Congress was 
clear that the exploration be con- 
ducted with the highest standards 
of environmental protection. It 
soon became obvious that the intent 
of Congress was not the intent of 
the Reagan Administration. In 
March, 1981, Interior Secretary Jim 
Watt issued an order which placed 
the U.S. Geological Survey in charge 
of developing exploration regula- 
tions and implementation of 
programs on the refuge. Alaskan 
conservation groups sued Watt and 
won, restoring the Fish and Wildlife 
Service as steward of the Arctic 
Refuge. Although the correct 
agency was back in charge, Watt 
remained its boss. Watt’s Deputy 
Under-Secretary, Bill Horn, directed 
the production of pro-industry 
oriented exploration regulations. 
Throughout the public process, 


conservationists, local residents, 
scientists, recreationists and con- 
cerned citizens stressed that it was 
imperative that the regulations 
specify techniques and procedures 
that would be least-damaging to the 
sensitive Arctic terrain and wildlife. 
Experience has shown that seismic 
operations using bulldozers and 
associated equipment for access 
across the surface would cause un- 
acceptable, significant damage to 
aesthetic and wilderness values. 

Instead, conservationists and 
others recommended the seasonal 
use of advanced technologies which 
are transported over the land by 
helicopter. Such programs have 
worked successfully on the Kenai 
NWR and in other locations in 
Alaska and the lower 48 states. The 
testimony of conservationists was 
not heeded and regulations allow- 
ing bulldozer programs were 
approved. The Fish and Wildlife 
Service assured, however, that sur- 
face vehicles (bulldozers) would 
only be allowed to operate when 
and where the ground and vegeta- 
tion were protected by adequate 
snow cover. This determination was 
made by FWS knowing full well that 
the area of ANWR to be explored 
was prone to light, uneven snow 
cover conditions. With regulations 
in place, FWS accepted plans from 
industry in mid-July, 1983, and later 
approved a plan submitted by Geo- 
physical Services Inc. (GSI). It’s 
ironic that this is the company that 
used bulldozers to carve its initials 
in the tundra at the western border 
of the refuge in the early ’(id's. (The 
scars are clearly legible to this day. 
See photos.) 

Little snow fell on the arctic 
coastal plain in the fall and winter 
of 1 983. It was an abnormal year for 
snow conditions - the lightest any- 
one could remember. ANWR staff 
alerted their superiors to a potential 
problem in November 1983, as GSI 
was making final preparations for 
exploration in the refuge. On Jan- 
uary 6, 1984. FWS personnel sur- 


veyed snow cover and found it to 
be inadequate to prevent significant 
damage from GSI’s bulldozers and 
other vehicles. Refuge Manager 
Glen Elison received recommenda- 
tions by field personnel to not 
authorize exploration activities in 
the refuge until snow conditions 
improved to an adequate level. After 
apparently consulting with his 
superiors, Elison gave the green 
light to GSI. Work was initially 
directed to a small area of the refuge 
where snow conditions were slight- 
ly better than elsewhere. Soon the 
operations moved out of this area 
and proceeded into areas where the 
snow layer was insufficient to pro- 
tect vegetation and soil. This was 
essentially what FWS previously 
had assured would not be allowed. 
FWS field monitors were instructed 
that they could not suspend opera- 
tions until after significant damage 
had occurred. The “catch-22” was 
that officials of FWS would not 
define what constituted significant 
damage. 

And so as time passed and the 
bulldozers rolled over the exposed 
tundra, many long-lasting trails 
were etched across a previously 
unmarked Arctic wilderness. Such 
desecration was once likened by 


Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska, 
when referring to a proposed gas 
pipeline to be built across the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge) to “taking 
a razor blade to the Mona Lisa.” The 
pipeline Senator Stevens was con- 
cerned about has not been built, 
but this winter, the FWS allowed 
multiple desecrations with many 
slashes across the masterpiece. 
They broke the ground and the 
public trust in one fell blow 




Note the unbladed 20 year old 'dozer trail left of the "G. ” 



GSI carved their initials 20 years ago. 
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During the mid-jy/US, thejarm- 
ers of Minnesota rose in near-rclxi- 
lion against the condemnation of 
their lands for rights-of-way for a 
giant powerline. This was probaNy 
the largest and most susta ined m il- 
itant environmental protest in the 
history of the United States, but its 
story is little told and shrouded in 
the cold mist of the North Country. 
The following is a first-hand report 
from an Earth First.'er ivho took 
part in the Bolt Weevil Rebellion. 


In late 1969, the nation’s mjyor 
utilities began what was perceived 
to be their final rape of America. 
Major power pools were formed 
among regional utilities to buy and 
sell electricity and to fleece smaller 
utilities. 

In 1972, northern utility com- 
panies met in Minneapolis and con- 
ceived the idea of mine-mouth 
lignite coal power plants in the 
region with the wholesale shipping 
of power via huge direct current 
powerlines crosscountry. They 
agreed to finance the entire mining 
operation for Falkirk Mining Com- 
pany, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
North American Coal Company 
which was created especially for 
the project. 

The project fell on the shoulders 
of two regional power co-ops, 
United Power Association and Co- 
Operative Power Association. They 
planned to run a +/- 400 kilovolt 
DC line from Underwood, North 
Dakota, to Delano, Minnesota. The 
line was to have 180-foot tall steel 
towers, four to the mile, with 
braided conductors lVz inches in 
diameter strung from glass in- 
sulators. 

T\pical of most utilities, UPA-CPA 
failed to notify the affected public 
until July 10, 1974, when they 
placed a small notice in the Herman 
Review of Herman, Minnesota, 
whose editor chose to make it into a 
headline article. Farmers quickly 
came alive with much vigor. Dub- 
bing the line an "aerial sewer,” small 
protest groups sprung up and tried 
to slop the line through the local 
county boards. CPA-UPA respon- 
ded with blackmail: If the permits 
were denied or construction de- 
layed, the co-ops would have no 
choice but to ask the State Public 
Service Commission for interrup- 
tible service for the farmers. The 
farmers, needless to say, were pissed 
off by this heavy-handed tactic. 

A series of legal and regulatory 
battles that were stacked against 
the farmers followed. Frustration 
with this process served to incite 
the protest further. The situation 
steadily deteriorated until the 
farmers had no choice but to go into 
their fields and stop the powerline 
with their bodies and monkey- 
wrenches. 

The following is a rough chron- 
ology of what happened to protest 
the line from its beginning until 
1979 when the protest approached 
a state of dormancy, of waiting and 
watching until such time that it 
would be appropriate to “ride 
again.” In this chronology I am 
including only items of protest and 
the dirty tricks of the authorities. 

June 1972 UPA-CPA met with 
REA to discuss feasibility of the 
line. 

Nov. 1972 Bums and McDonnell 
of Kansas City, MO, were hired for 
the feasibility study. 

June 1973 The Mid-continent 
Area Reliability Co-ordination 
Agreement Council approved the 
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CU project transmission proposal. 

July 1973 Bums and McDonnell 
completed the feasibility study. 

Sept. 1973 Commonwealth 
Assoc, completed the environmen- 
tal analysis for the powerline. 

Nov. 1973 UPA-CPA formally 
applied for an REA loan. 

Nov. 1973 Black and Veatch of 
Kansas City, MO, was elected to be 
the consulting engineer for design 
and construction. 

Feb. 1974 CU loan application 
was approved by the REA. 

March 1974 Contract for two 
turbine generators was awarded, 
$27,700,000.00, and two steam 
generators were awarded, $76,- 
000,000.00. 

May 1974 Contract for HVDC 
terminals was awarded, $54,000,- 
000 . 00 . 

May 1974 UPA-COA applied for 
county board license in Pope 
County. 

June 1974 Site for Dickenson 
substation was acquired. Public was 
first notified about the powerline. 
County board officials were inves- 
tigated by the utilities. 

July 1974 Site for Coal Creek 
generating station was acquired. 

Oct. 1974 Coal agreement was 
signed with North American Coal 
Company, creating Falkirk Mining 
Co. 

Feb. 1975 Contract for structural 
steel was acquired, $23,800,000.00. 

April 1975 Application was sub- 
mitted to the Environmental Qual- 
ity Board for corridor designation. 

May 1975 Construction was star- 
ted on plant. Contract was awarded 
for the towers, $12,400,000.00. 

May 1975-June 1976 Local 
groups organized and fought within 
the system. 

6/8/76 A Stearns County farmer 
stopped surveying by driving over 
a tripod and running into a truck 
with his tractor. He was arrested. 

9/30/76 Meeker County utility 
thugs beat up protesters. Several 
were hospitalized (one would never 
walk again). One 7 1 -year-old farmer 
was arrested for pulling a worker 
off a protester. 

Nov. 1976 “Constitution Hill” 
Farmers stopped surveying dead 
during five days of non-violent pro- 
test. On the first day farmers drove 
farm trucks in the way of surveyors. 
One would move to avoid arrest, 
another would move and take his 
place. The next day was “chainsaw 
day. ’’(Running chainsaws create too 
much static in walkie-talkies. Sur- 
veyors could see, but not hear each 
other.) The next day farmers re- 
ceived permission from the town 
board to repair the town road. When 
surveyors arrived, farmers already 
had the road blocked off and tom 
up. Next, two weeks later, surveyors 
were stopped by farmers marching 
in a ring in front of tripods, again 
not standing long enough to be read 
the restraining order against pro- 
testing then in effect. The sheriff 
tried to read the order by loud- 
speaker, but the farmers were sing- 
ing too loudly to hear the order. 
From this point on, things kept 
disappearing: stakes, trucks, steel, 
bulldozers, etc.... Some stakes were 
moved just enough so that when 
the foundations were poured they 
had to be jack-hammered out and 
re-poured. 
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12/7/76 The Pope County sheriff 
asked for the national guard to be 
called in. The request was denied. 

10/26/77 The crews attempted 
to drill foundation holes in Traverse 
County on the North Dakota border. 
Farmers took a large tractor with a 
rock hook and surrounded the drill- 
ing rig with boulders up to 4 feet in 
diameter. Farmers blocked access 
roads to a temporary cement plant 
with semi-trailer trucks. 

10/26/77 The utilities responded 
with a temporary restraining order 
against protesting and a $500,- 
000.00 lawsuit against seven farm- 
ers. This put an immediate damper 
on protesting. One good thing did 
come out of this. From this point on 
protesters did not single out leaders. 
During busy times, as many as 400- 
500 protestors would appear at 
the Lowry Town Hall. Whoever 
wished to say something would get 
up and do so. This was the first 
contact a lot of the farmers had 
with consensus decision-making 
and with women being equal to men 
as leaders. These were lessons that 
were learned well. 

11/17/77 Farmers on horseback 
stopped surveying. 

11/22/77 Six protesters from 
Minneapolis were arrested for 
obstructing surveyors. This was the 
farmers’ first contact with com- 
mitted “city hippies” and was the 
beginning of a firm alliance between 
left-leaning non-violent urban folk 
and right-wing rural fanners. Soon 
everyone (almost) got along well. 
Lessons were learned on both sides, 
and the liberals became nervous. 

12/8/77 Farmers counter-sued 
CPA-UPA for $5 million. This suit 
was never settled. 

12/15/77 Three farmers were 
arrested in an assembly yard. 

1/4/78 Mass non-violent arrests 
started. Ten protesters, including a 
woman that would later run for 
governor of Minnesota, were arres- 
ted for blocking surveyors. 

1/6/78 Protestors partially dis- 
mantled a tower base. Towers were 
assembled in the following manner: 
Foundation holes were dug, re-rod 
cages were placed in holes, cement 
was poured, base steel embedded 
in concrete, bottom 40' of steel 
put-up. Tops of towers were assem- 
bled in yards and lifted to the bases 
by huge helicopters and bolted to- 
gether. Wires were strung and insul- 
ators put in place. At each point of 
construction towers were struck by 
different forms of what became 
known as “bolt weevils.” 

During the digging stage, holes 
were filled with dirt, bent steel, 
rocks, dead carp, and most every- 
thing else. Some protesters even 
tried occupying the holes (this 
brand of lunacy was thankfully 
short-lived). Cages were damaged 
in various ways: run over, hack- 
sawed, bent, etc.... Base steel was 
moved around while concrete was 
setting and steel parts from different 
tower types were interchanged. 
This led to great fun when the rest 
of the parts didn’t fit together prop- 
erly. When this happened, the con- 
crete had to be jack-hammered and 
cleaned out by hand. This ususally 
took two days per hole. Sometimes 
when workers had removed con- 
crete down to the necessary level 
and were ready for another pour, 
the re-rod cages were sawed off, 


making workers chip out another 6' 
of concrete. Steel from the bases 
was often blown away by the strong 
western winds we had that year. 
When “day trashing” was in vogue, 
whole sections of tower bottoms 
would disappear. Many farmers in 
west-central Minnesota now have 
bench presses and other imple- 
ments and repairs made from sus- 
picious looking steel. Tower tops 
were sometimes run over by cranes 
needed to assemble them. Tower 
tops often broke the windows of 
cranes. Conducting cables and in- 
sulators suffered greatly during 
hunting season. During one night, 
three and one-half miles of towers 
lost every one of their insulators. 
One quarter mile stretch of line was 
so frayed that it had to be replaced. 

1/7/78 215 state troopers were 
called into Pope County to “restore” 
order. This was the largest mobil- 
ization of troopers in Minnesota’s 
history. 

1/8/78 The media and state troop- 
ers all feared violence would erupt. 


Protesters diffused the situation by 
giving troopers flowers, cookies and 
coffee. (National media left the area 
after this day, they wanted blood, I 
guess.) 

1/10/78 4-5 gallons of water were 
poured down the exhaust pipe of a 
bulldozer. 

1/11/78 8 more farmers were 
arrested, including a farmer and his 
wife who asked surveyors working 
on their land for identification. 

1/14/78 The Pope County prose- 
cuter quit over the protest issue, no 
one could be found in the county to 
take his place. 

1/16/78 14 farmers were arrested, 
eight of them while protesters 
formed a moving circle in front of 
two surveyors. Thirty troopers tried 
to move the circle. One trooper was 
quoted as saying, “Next time we get 
you guys on the ground, you’re not 
getting up.” Several protesters 
ended up in the hospital. 

1/18/78 A protester arrested on 
Jan. 1 1 ended a 6-day hunger strike 
after a 45-minute talk with the 
governor. 

1/23/78 Protesters held a rally at 
the state capital. During this rally, 
protesters burned copies of the 
$500,000.00 lawsuit and the tem- 
porary restraining order placed on 
them. They also occupied the cap- 
tal building overnight. 




NEVER NOTHING TO DO 


2/8/78 Three construction wor- 
kers were arrested in Traverse 
County for possession of dope and 
illegal guns. They were released on 
$500.00 bonds and promplty dis- 
appeared. 

2/8/78 Protesters held a trap 
shoot near the line. 

2/11/78 Protesters were broken 
up by a flying wedge of troopers 
while linking arms to stop trucks 
from leaving a cement plant. Trucks 
forced their way out and nearly ran 
over the protesters. Three protes- 
ters were arrested, two of them 
ended up in the hospital. One was 
kicked in the head and ribs by 
troopers. This incident was filmed 
by a protester. The film was nearly 
confiscated by the courts when 
used for evidence. 

Feb.-March 1978 Many protes- 
ters during this period of protest 
were held for bail of up to $2,000.00. 

Feb. 1 3- 1 5 These days were truly 
our days of rage. We were frustrated 
and upset by violence brought 
against us by the state. The temper- 
ature during the last two months 
had been below zero most of the 
time, sometimes as low as -25°. 
People were arrested for driving 
too slow and for parking next to 
police cars. People were pulled out 
of their moving cars and arrested. 
We were living in a police state. 
People were arrested one day and 
crews worked on their land the 
next, while they were still in jail. 
Airplanes and ’copters were always 
in the air buzzing us and scaring 
cattle. So on the 13th several farm- 
ers armed with clubs got in a man- 
ure spreader and forced troopers 
and workers off several farms. The 
next day troopers used mace on 
protesters. The day after this the 
farmers used their own chemicals. 
A tank of anhydrous ammonia was 
released on 120 troopers, 75 of 
which were in riot gear. During the 
14th and 1 5th the troopers brought 
put howitzers which were set up 
pointing in at the farmers. 

This near-violence frightened 
many of the protesters. We started 
to discuss non-violence and the 
name of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was brought up. A sign in the Lowry 
town hall said, “Martin Luther King 
was arrested 126 times. We also 
have a dream, No Powerline.” 

Feb. 20-21 This turned the tide 
away from violence. During these 
two days, 2 1 protesters were arres- 
ted using non-violent tactics. We 
lay down in front of cement trucks, 
blocked construction with sit-down 
demonstrations and otherwise kept 
the peace. 

3/2/78 On this day one of the 
most humorous series of arrests 
took place. Six farmers, one whose 
head was covered with a bucket, 
linked arms and, in front of a cheer- 
ing crowd, backed into a manure 
spreader unloading pigshit. Covered 
with shitand still linking arms, they 
sat down in front of a worksite. 
Troopers had quite a time deciding 
who should do the arresting and 
how to transport, the “criminals” to 
jail. 

3/5/78 A rally and march for jus- 
tice was hold. 8,500 people followed 
a funeral procession to a rally site 
west of Lowry where justice was 
buried. 

3/15/78 Protesters tied yellow 
ribbons around towers since we had 
dubbed them Minnesota’s new state 
tree. This was done again later in 
the protest by our “tower climbers” 
and “tree roosters.” Also on this 
day the utilities offered a $50,000.00 
reward for the arrest of vandals. 

4/3/78 Trashing during the day 


began. With spring mud as our ally 
we waded into knee-deep mud and 
the towers just flew apart. The UPA- 
CPA officers were surprised to see 
their precious powerline taken 
down in front of their eyes during 
the 6:00 p.m. news. Serious trashing 
days filled all of this spring. Cranes, 
bulldozers, trucks and towers were 
fair game during this period. Ned 
Ludd’s presence was felt. Storage 
yards were a favorite target. At one 
yard, 2,000 insulators were broken 
and 50 kegs of bolts were ground 
into the mud. 

5/7/78 An energy fair was held 
by protesters. 

5/26/78 The first in a series of 
wiener roasts was held. Several 40' 
wieners were roasted that night. A 
farmer held equipment, placed off 
the easement of his property for 
ransom and was paid $3,000.00. 

6/2/78 Police began mailing pro- 
testers arrest warrants, instead of 
arresting them on the spot. One 
woman received several mail order 
felony arrests on that day. Another 
farmer sold keys for construction 
vehicles illegally on his land back 
to the utilities for $500.00 per key. 
A detective agency was hired with 
a $600,000.00 contract for 60-100 
agents. At that time we had local 
sheriffs, state BCA agents, FBI 
agents, and two security agencies 
all running around catching each 
other. 

6/7/78 Two “day riders” were 
arrested for allegedly attacking 
cranes. 

6/19/78 This was again “tie a 
yellow ribbon week.” Ribbons were 
placed at the top of 180-foot towers. 

6/23/78 Land owners were 
threatened by work crews, some 
with butcher knives. Knives were 
pulled on protesters in bars and 
woman protesters were threatened 
with rape. 

7/4/78 A family (4 adults, 3 chil- 
dren) forced a $1500.00 settlement 
for a bulldozer off the easement by 
standing in front of it. (Usually in a 
case like this, the money was given 
to protest groups.) 

7/7/78 Three “tree climbers” were 
arrested in a plywood nest 150' up 
in a tower. We stated that in this 
case the powerline was good for 
some wildlife. 

7/7/78 A worker was killed in a 
fall from a tower. Construction com- 
panies usually figure on one worker 
death per 100 miles of line. 

7/16/78 A security agent wrote 
and distributed a fake newsletter 
which thanked “whoever was re- 
sponsible for the death of the 
worker.” This led to violence by 
work crews against protesters. 

Late July Mechanical blackbird 
scaring devices frightened security 
guards. The courts called a grand 
jury. Grand Juries are dangerous to 
our civil liberties and are to be 
feared. Luckily, this one only served 
to charge arrested protesters with 
the same crime twice. More “tree 
climbers” were arrested. A protester 
was pulled out of the middle of a 
crowd at a picnic, arrested, taken to 
jail and beaten. 

8/2/78 CPA co-op headquarters 
in the Twin Cities were occupied 
for a day. 

8/27/78 A helicopter dropped a 
load of insulators in a field. 

10/29/78 Twenty people were 
arrested at a demonstration at the 
powerline end terminal at Delano, 
Minnesota. After ajury trial all were 
acquitted. 

And so ends this chronology of 
arrests, trashing and harassment. 
Many things have been forgotten or 
cannot be told. 


Things were getting a little dull 
at work the other day so while at 
lunch with some co-workers I 
brought up the subject of James 
Watt’s resignation and the appoint- 
ment of William Clark as Reagan’s 
front man at Interior. I was sitting 
at a table with several people whom 
I knew to be outspokenly opposed 
to everything. They were usually a 
lot of fun. These people ran the 
gamut of opinion from fundamen- 
talist bigotry to unionizing baby 
sitters. They were all the victims of 
outrageous utility companies, near- 
sighted corporate management, 
steam roller government, poison 
purveyors, anti all the other sure- 
fire conversation ammunition 
sources. I tried everything I could 
think of to provoke a dialogue of 
some sort: Nuclear power versus 
coal power, the big guy versus the 
little guy, toxic waste, war, religious 
freedom, Indian treaty rights, the 
sad fact that you can’t find a decent 
avocado sandwich anymore. 
Nothing. It was like they had been 
lobotomized. All I got were some 
grunts, a few That’s-a-real-shame’s 
and a general consensus that 
There-is-nothing-we-can-do- 
about-it-when-Daddy Big Bucks- 
calls-the-shots. 

Well, they really got me down. 
That night I went home and just sat 
and wallowed hopelessly in apathy 
and resignation that our fate is 


The incident at Delano ended 
most above surface protest. Towers, 
however, continued to fall. 15 com- 
pleted ones to date have fallen. 
Countless other damage has been 
done. There were over 140 arrests. 
Most were dismissed but some peo- 
ple did time. The line now carries 
juice, sometimes, and then usually 
not very much. (There seems to be 
no place to sell it.) The coal plants 
in Underwood are not working 
properly. UPA-CPA had to truck in 
East Coast crude just to get the 
lignite to bum. Lignite is terrible 
stuff to work with. Mined at 40% 
water it is not good boiler fuel. 

I have completely left out dis- 
cussion of health hazards until now, 
and will touch on them only briefly. 
Throughout the protest we were 
worried about health hazards. Now 
we are being proven correct. The 
problems cover a broad spectrum: 
headaches, shocks, rashes, other 
skin problems, stray voltage, spon- 
taneous abortions, deformities in 
live births and others. Cattle 
farmers have the worst problems. 
Emissions of nitrogen based oxides 
and ozone routinely exceed already 
high state standards. Complaints 
are ignored by officials. 

Some say we have lost. Not so. 
This fight has not had its final battle. 
Tower steel works equally well for 
wind generator towers. (One has 
already made this transformation.) 
This fight gained the attention of 
the power establishment in Amer- 
ica, and since not one mqjor pro- 
posed powerline has been built, to 
my knowledge. But the energy wars 
are by no means over. We must 
never let down our guard. We must 
learn from our history. 

This article is certain to fuel 
debate about non-violence and vio- 
lence, the difference between them, 
what makes up each, and which is 
more appropriate. This debate must 
go on, we must be clear in our hearts 
and minds as to what we are com- 
fortable with in our defense of 
Mother Earth. 


decided, not by people of wisdom, 
sensitivity, and far-sightedness, but 
by a handful of powerful shit heads. 
Doom loomed. 

I felt like writing you people a 
letter telling you to forget the whole 
damned thing. Go home where you 
belong and buy something plastic 
and disposable like a good American 
should, and stop stirring us up. And 
I would have, too, but I was too 
busy throwing up my hands in des- 
pair and moaning, “Woe is me, pass 
a Wendy’s burger.” 

That is, until I picked up a copy of 
LSA Today. The old ire returned. 
After skimming over the day’s catas- 
trophies (most of which were due 
to that demon Corporate Greed), I 
turned to the section Across The 
USA. If there is ever any doubt as to 
the necessity of environmental acti- 
vism, a synopsis of a single day’s 
report from the homogenized na- 
tional newspaper will quickly dispel 
such uncertainty. 

Alabama: State senate passes a 
bill giving the state title to 7,700 
acres of oil-rich offshore land 
claimed by the University of South 
Alabama. The fox is apparently 
guarding the henhouse in Alaska, 
too, where action on regulations of 
state-run aerial wolf hunting has 
been delayed until a spring meeting 
by the Alaska Game Board. 

California state attorneys told 
the Supreme Court that Mendocino 
County’s ban on state-authorized 
aerial spraying of phenoxy herbi- 
cides is pre-empted by state laws 
that allow it. The implications of 
that case are scary. And note ye 
doubters of the California corporate 
consciousness, that San Diego Gas 
and Electric will bite the bullet and 
tighten its belt by cutting its rate 
increase request for underwriting 
its nuclear power plant at San Ono- 
fre from $109.1 million to a teensy 
$60.3 million. And you environmen- 
talists boast about sacrificing a little 
convenience to save gas . . . 

Lake Wales, Florida, cancer in- 
surance salesmen are biting their 
nails instead of the bullet since 
three water plants were closed after 
another (apparently this was not 
the first) cancer-causing chemical 
was found in a municipal water 
plant serving 14,000_customers. 

Grandview, Idaho, sees the EPA 
leveling more fines against Environ- 
safe Services for more violations of 
PCB disposal rules, and the com- 
pany already owes $150,000. Envi- 
ronsafe? They must have had a good 
chuckle when they made that 
one up. 

Earth Firstlers should watch the 
head of Indiana’s new Commission 
on Environmental Policy. Governor 
Orr created the commission to deal 
with the state’s hazardous waste 
problems. Maybe they can haul it 
next door to Peoria, Illinois, where 
that state’s environmental watch- 
dogs slapped a whopping $1500 fine 
on Ashland Chemical Co. when one 
of its barges crashed into a bridge 
and dumped 8,000 gallons of oven 
coke (50% benzine 50% light crude 
and other oils) into what was once 
one of North America’s most lovely 
and fertile rivers, the Illinois. 
Twelve days before that incident 
Archer-Daniels-Midland Company 
alledgedly dumped benzine into the 
same river just downstream from 
the barge accident. One of the 
watchdogs said, “They shouldn’t 
have done that.” Florida has nothing 
over Illinois, not even oily beaches. 

Speaking of money, and even- 


tually someone does, at good ol’ 
Seabrook, New Hampshire, the 
building costs of the nuke plant will 
increase $1 billion over its owner- 
estimated cost of $5.3 billion. ONE 
BILLION DOLLARS! That would 
save a lot of wilderness. 

Kids will be kids, but maybe not 
for long in Ambler, Pennsylvania, 
where a playground adjacent to a 
former asbestos dump site was 
closed after a study revealed asbes- 
tos fibre contamination. 

Amarillo, Ibxas, EFlers have their 
work cut out for them from Wyom- 
ing to the Texas panhandle; Bechtel 
(that magic word ) along with Texas 
Eastern, Inter-North and K N Ener- 
gies will be sucking water and $3 
billion for a coal slurry pipeline. 
Think about it. 

In Vermont they won some and 
lost some: A contractor must re- 
place a 400-foot wooded buffer 
between the Northern Connector 
Highway and the Ethen Allen home. 
But Vermonters are losing some free 
water because the state approved 
plans to build a hydroelectric plant 
on the Kinsbury branch of the 
Winooski River. 

Washington’s Columbia River 
near Richland may be contamina- 
ting spring water due to discharges 
into the river from a closed reactor 
at the Hanford reservation plant. 

And to think that this was just 
from the December 8 edition of a 
national newspaper. I wonder what 
we could find if every EF!er repor- 
ted from his own locality, and by 
extension, what we could do if every 
EF!er DID SOMETHING. 

The reason I am pointing out all 
this depressing stuff is to illustrate 
my contention that there is no place 
on the planet where an activist 
cannot stay busy. The front lines 
are everywhere and a great deal 
can be done with only a few words 
like “We are watching” and a silent 
agitator on a piece of stationery 
mailed to those who are in control 
and sent every time there is a con- 
dition warranting public concern. 
Make up a bunch of them ahead of 
time ready to mail except for names. 
If the rapists know they are being 
watched, that there are people out 
there who really care on their own 
and are willing to take action by 
themselves, perhaps they will be 
more diligent and conscientious in 
their responsibilities. If you can 
follow up a note with other activity, 
fine, but one step is better than 
none. 

By the way, a real aggravation to 
the power- wielders and a source of 
positive imagery for your purpose 
can be had by simply attaching a 
large EF! poster to your vehicle (or 
body) and parking it as near as 
possible to places where hearings 
on environmental matters are being 
held or political candidates are 
speaking. In the months to come 
there will be many opportunities 
for us to make ourselves evident to 
those who are running for public 
office at all levels of government. 
Wear an Earth First! t-shirt or hat. 

For those of us who cannot be on 
the lines of direct bulldozer conflict, 
a little imagination and visibility 
can do a great deal to increase the 
power we need to make a difference. 
If you could be there when your 
local news team is filming some 
event that concerns “the cause" 
maybe the next time there will be 
two of you, and then the next time 
four of you and then eight. . . 


- $4 Bill 
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Deep ecology is understood and 
accepted by a growing number of 
Ausi ralians. The ecology movement 
is entering anew phase of maturity, 
commitment and purpose in Aus- 
tralia. Nonviolence is accepted as 
an appropriate approach to social 
action. Wilderness and rainforest 
preservation, and regrowth, are key 
issues facing Australia. Government 
bureaucrats and some politicans are 
seriously considering alternatives 
to the usual approach to economic 
growth in Australia. 

These are impressions I have after 
spending two months with Aus- 
tralian eco-activists in 1983. Travel- 
ing in New South Wales, Victoria 
and Queensland, I spoke to groups 
of intellectuals, college students, 
members of alternative communi- 
ties and teachers. I listened to 
numerous dicussions of deep ecol- 
ogy and alternative communities 
and interviewed some of the leading 
ecophilosophers and activists in 
Australia. 

My audiences were all receptive 
to the basic tenets of deep ecology. 
Many people told me after my talks 
that they “felt like deep ecologists” 
but did not have the specific words 
to express their feelings. 

Australia as a nation seems to be 
at a turning point. The dominant 
concern, as expressed in election 
campaigns and in the Franklin dam 
dispute, is jobs at whatever 
environmental cost. The primary 
political motive is expressed in 
terms of “getting the economy 
moving again... ” But the “green 
movement,” both reformist and 
deep, is beginning to penetrate the 
dominant perceptions, and some 
politicians, journalists and phil- 
osophers are redirecting the dis- 
cussions to explore the inherent 
weaknesses of the usual approaches 
to solving problems. New Age-high 
technology and deep ecology are 
two of the most discussed alter- 
natives to the dominant modes of 
thinking about Australian society. 
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Historical Perspective 

The conservation-ecology move- 
ment in Australia is still young, 
dating from the early 1960’s. From 
1788 when the First Fleet brought 
English convicts and army officers 
to settle the continent with Euro- 
peans, through World War II, there 
were few attempts to understand 
the Australian continent on its own 
terms or to conserve its natural 
resources. Aboriginals were mur- 
dered. Rainforests were mercilessly 
burned or clearfelled to make way 
for cattle and sheep grazing and 
agriculture. European flora and 
fauna were introduced into Aus- 
tralia in an attempt to convert the 
countryside of Victoria and New 
South Wales into a proper English 
garden, while native species were 
despised as “inferior species.” Most 
of the artists portrayed Australian 
landscapes from the perspective of 
nineteenth century European ar- 
cadian gardens. Stone age culture 
and unique flora and fauna were 
vulnerable to the European settlers 
with their ideology of progress, 
domination and economic devel- 
opment. 

Some attempts were made in the 
nineteenth century to set aside 
representative examples of eco- 
systems; and the Royal National 
Park, near Sydney, was established 
by government decree in 1876 not 
long after Yellowstone Park was 
created in North America. In the 
1920’s and 1930’s an odd collection 
of bushwalkers and architects 
formed the National Parks and 
Primitive Areas Council to lobby 
the government to establish more 
national parks. But no serious chal- 
lenges to the dominant paradigm 
and attitudes were made until the 
1960’s. 

The Australian Conservation 
Foundation, a Sierra Club-type 
reform group, was established in 
1965. By the early 1970’s ecology 
and conservation groups were 
active in Australia ranging from the 
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moderate Wildlife Society to the 
more radical groups practicing 
direct action in rainforest pres- 
ervation. 

The conservation-ecology move- 
ment came of age in the late 1 970’s 
as the effective and affirmative 
alternative to usual modes of think- 
ing. The campaign to end commer- 
cial whaling in Australia gained 
international recognition. Leading 
Australian philosophers and poets 
contributed carefully reasoned 
arguments defending the ‘rights’ of 
whales and calling for a total ban 
on commercial whaling in Australia. 
In 1979 the federal government 
appointed a commission to study 
the whaling issue and recommen- 
ded closing the last whaling station 
on the continent. The American 
group, Friends of the Earth, pub- 
lished the report of the commission 
on whaling under the title The 
Whaling Question (San Francisco, 
1979) and that book was used as a 
text by those in other nations seek- 
ing to ban commercial whaling. Also 
duiing the 1970’s some labor unions 
began working on environmental 
issues; particularly the issue of 
mining and exporting “yeilowcake” 
(uranium). Some union leaders 
organized “green bans” to blockade 
export ofuranium. This alliance 
continues in the 1980’s with some- 
times tenuous connections between 
environmentalists and the Austral- 
ian Labor Party (ALP) which con- 
trols the federal government and 
four of the six state governments. 

The campaign to save the Frank- 
lin River and the wilderness of 
southwest Tasmania marked the 
coming of age of the ecology move- 
ment. Although this issue was 
developing during the 1970’s in 
Tasmania it culminated in 1982-83 
when it became a national and even 
international issue. In the federal 
elections of 1983, the “greenies” 
marshalled support for the ALP 
after that political party endorsed 
the “no dams" option on the Frank- 
lin. American newspapers and 
magazines covered the story and 
the drama of the nonviolent block- 
ade of dam builders. The organizers 
of the blockade wrote a handbook 
on nonviolent direct action which 
was utilized by Earth First! in plan- 
ning the Bald Mountain blockade 
in southwest Oregon in 1983. 

People from all parts of Australia 
participated in the Franklin block- 
ade. In my interviews with some of 
these veterans, I was told how 
deeply they were affected by the 
experience. Working in a risky situa- 
tion with other committed greenies 
admist the grandeur, beauty and 
rugged mountains of southwest 
Tasmania, they said they developed 
a sense of love and commitment 
they had never felt before. 

But the campaign to save the 
Franklin River also demonstrated 
the difficulties and frustrations of 
reforming a society dedicated to 
comfort and convenience. I spoke 
with Bob Brown, president of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness Society and 


now a member of the Tasmanian 
parliament. “We never realized then 
how difficult it would be to get 
through conventional modes of 
thinking,” he said. Participants in 
the Franklin blockade constantly 
discussed tactics and strategy and 
each time that they seemed hope- 
lessly frustrated, Brown said, they 
came back to the purpose of their 
action: “We wanted to keep the 
Franklin River a free flowing 
river. We were dedicated to protec- 
tion of the Franklin, not to our own 
problems. ” 

W’hile the Franklin River cam- 
paign was underway, other people 
in New South Wales were defending 
remnant rainforests from loggers 
and from the Forestry Commission. 
In Lismore county, people were 
lying in front of bulldozers and 
logging trucks. 

The Big Scrub of northeast New 
South Wales was the greatest 
stretch of subtropical rainforest in 
Australia and perhaps the world. 
After a hundred years of dearfelling 
and burning, only small sections 
remained in thq 1970’s. My hosts at 
Bodhi Farm, near Nimbin, partici- 
pated in these actions and gave me 
vivid accounts of their emotions, 
reasons and understanding of rain- 
forests. (A movie, Give Trees a 
Chance, documenting these actions 
has been shown in America on 
Earth Firstl’s 1984 Road Show.) 

John Seed from Bodhi Farm was 
called to trial on charges connected 
with the blockade the day I arrived 
in Australia. I attended the court 
hearing and although his case was 
deferred that day, his defense to 
the court is worth quoting, 

“I respectfully submit, your 
Worship, that the defendants 
in front of this court were a 
key to saving rainforests. In 
the light of the ecological 
evidence, and the expressed 
desire of the people of this 
state, I suggest we should be 
receiving medals, not the 
maximum penalty under the 
law. ... I was arrested while 
attempting to show the police 
evidence of crimes commit- 
ted by the Forestry Commis- 
sion and the loggers. These 
crimes included the removal 
of unmarked trees, failure to 
follow the Standard Erosion 
Mitigation Conditions and 
logging without Environ- 
mental Impact Statement. 
The latter charge has since 
been proved by the Supreme 
Court. Not only did the log- 
gers lose the case, the costs 
were awarded against them. 

I was arrested while attemp- 
ting to show the police evi- 
dence of these crimes. When 
they refused to investigate, I 
allowed them to arrest me in 
protest.” 

At current rate of prosecution it 
will take until 1986 to try all the 
defendants of rainforests from the 
Nightcap action at a cost of hun- 


dreds of thousands of dollars. The 
government is proceeding with the 
trials even though the Premier of 
New South Wales in announcing 
the Nightcap National Park said, “I 
know it was not everyone who 
thought it was a great thing to save 
the rainforests, but I’ll make this 
prediction here today. When we’re 
dead and buried and our children’s 
children are reflecting upon what 
was the best thing the Labor Gov- 
ernment did in New South Wales in 
the 20th Century, they'll all come 
up with the answer that we saved 
the rainforests.” 

At the Total Environment Centre 
in Sydney I talked with staff of the 
Australian Conservation Foun- 
dation who told me “John Seed and 
those guys who blockaded the log- 
gers sure keep us honest. They 
make us think.” 



Thinking and Action 

During my short visit to Australia 
five major conferences were held 
on environment, ethics and ecology 
indicating the pace of intellectual 
activity as well as political activity 
in 1983. 

The landscape architect students 
at Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology and the University of 
Melbourne organized a conference 
titled “The Edge.” Attended by over 
500 students, teachers, activists 
and farmers, the theme of the con- 
ference was new perspectives on 
the Australian landscape and the 
quest for sustainable human com- 
munities. 

During the “edge” conference an 
incident occurred, however, which 
illustrates the difficulties of trans- 
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lating ideas developed in the ecol- 
ogy movement into terms under- 
stood and accepted by people on 
the street. 

The news media reported that 
vandals had doused an enormous 
3000 year old H non pine tree beside 
the Gordon River in the Tasmanian 
World Heritage Area with oil, 
burned it, and cut it up. “All that 
remains of one of the world’s most 
ancient trees,” said one reporter, “is 
less than a metre of charred stump 
and some smashed trunk nearby.” 

A spontaneous demonstration 
was organized with approximately 
fifty people marching from the uni- 
versity where the conference was 
underway through downtown Mel- 
bourne to the offices of the Tas- 
manian Tourist Bureau where songs 
were sung to “give trees a chance” 
and short speeches given demand- 


philosophy in Australia. (Environ- 
mental Philosophy, edited by Man- 
nison, McRobbie and Routley, ANU 
Department of Philosophy mono- 
graph). 

Dr. Peter Ellyard, Minister of 
Technology for the state of South 
Australia where the major uranium 
mine (Roxby Downs) is located, 
opened the conference from the 
perspective of a practicing politi- 
cian. He called development a 
“beautiful word” and chided green- 
ies for ignoring the jobs issues. He 
called for more attention to dis- 
cussions of changing the meaning 
of work and changing the basis of 
agriculture in Australia. For exam- 
ple, he called for game ranching 
kangaroos to replace cattle and 
sheep grazing. He also called for the 
feminization and “aboriginalizing” 
of Europeans in Australia, a theme 



ing government rangers protect the 
World Heritage Wilderness Area. 
The peaceful demonstration was 
disrupted, however, by the arrival 
of a group of teenage boys on school 
holiday who shouted obscene slo- 
gans and screamed “we want jobs, 
to hell with trees.” Meanwhile 
representatives of the tourist 
bureau were passing out leaflets to 
the crowd advertising the opening 
of a new casino and resort in Tas- 
mania. 

A major conference for “intellec- 
tuals” was held at the Australian 
National University in late August, 
sponsored by the Human Sciences 
program and the Department of 
Philosophy. A similar seminar held 
in 1980 resulted in the publication 
of a major book on environmental 


repeated by other speakers. 

Charles Birch, author of The Lib- 
eration of Nature, was most critical 
of the concept of intrinsic value in 
nature. He said he could not under- 
stand what deep ecologists mean 
when they talk of “thinking like a 
mountain, ” and he presented a hier- 
archial scheme of values. He chal- 
lenged deep ecologists to make 
specific recommendations for 
resolving genuine value conflicts 
between human welfare and the 
welfare of other species or of an 
ecosystem. 

Ariel Kay Salleh, speaking from a 
feminist perspective, criticized the 
patriarchial and hierarchical society 
as the basis of our problems and 
suggested that males who were 
writing about deep ecology were 


working through their own prob- 
lems as men. _ 

Warwick Fox, a young philos- 
opher at Murdoch University in 
Western Australia, read a germane 
paper on “The Intuition of Deep 
Ecology.” He also wrote a paper for 
the deep ecology conference at Bal- 
tina entitled “Silence, Violence and 
Deep Ecology.” He concluded, 

“one of the central prob- 
lems, if not the central prob- 
lem, for us as deep ecologists, 
is ... to realize and maintain 
an awareness of wholeness. 
Certainly we can gain this 
awareness to some extent by 
studying the ‘new physics’: 
certainly we can gain it to 
some extent by studying 
ecology. But the only method 
that has been perennially 
advanced as the way of dir- 
ectly apprehending the fun- 
damental interrelatedness of 
all ‘things’ (events), is the 
way of silence, the way of 
withdrawing our internal 
clamour from the world. 
Hence, my original claim; a 
deep understanding of ecol- 
ogy requires that we enter 
into the silence. Thereby we 
hope to directly experience a 
sense of wholeness and to 
live in that knowledge so that 
we are better able to present 
ourselves gently (or with 
minimum violence) in the 
process of the world.” 

Several other philosophers were 
critical of any spiritual-religious- 
intuitive or aesthetic paths to deep 
ecology. They were also critical of 
any attempts to integrate Eastern 
or Native American philosophies 
and practices into modern societies. 
In their view, deep ecology will be 
accepted only if some rational phil- 
osophy is developed and if some 
existing cultural meanings are used. 

There is a rational basis of deep 
ecology, but it is based on Aristotle’s 
theory of rationality. Presupposi- 
tions, “ultimate norms,” intuitions 
and understandings preceed the 
rational articulation of the argu- 
ment. It seems tha some commen- 
tators confuse the more narrow 
(and probably modern) idea of in- 
tellectualism with the deeper 
meaning of rationality. 

One economist at the conference 
criticized the use of cost/benefit 
analysis in making environmental 
decisions. He demonstrated that the 
logic of these economists always 
leads to more and more destruction 
of wilderness and wildlife habitat. 
Instead, he suggested, we must 
change constitutions. For example, 
the UN Charter on Nature, passed 
by the General Assembly in 1983 
could be incorporated into national 
constitutions. Something of this sort 
was done in the case of the south- 
west Tasmanian wilderness which 
was nominated to, and accepted by, 
the United Nations as a World Heri- 
tage Area and the Australian 
Supreme Court ruled that the gov- 
ernment had treaty obligations to 
protect the wilderness. 

Australia is a signitory to the 
Antarctic Treaty and, while I was 
visiting, Australia hosted a general 
meeting of all nations with interests 
in the Antarctic, the last continental 
wilderness. Since decisions con- 
cerning the future of that continent 
will be made during the next ten 
years, some ecologists in Australia 
were urging concerted efforts to get 
constitutional protection for the 
flora and fauna and great wild 
spaces of Antarctica. 

At the conclusion of the confer- 
ence at ANU John Seed suggested 


that eco-activists must face up to 
the desperate situation on this 
earth. “Change is still possible,” he 
said, “but not likely.” Given the 
depression and apathy that many 
people feel when confronted with 
ecological realities, Seed suggested 
holding despair workshops rather 
than intellectualizing seminars 
during which people could expose 
their fears of extinction, nuclear 
warfare and destruction, and work 
through those fears to a positive, 
affirmative, realistic praxis. 

John Seed organized a conference 
on deep ecology at Ballina, New 
South Wales, in early September. 
This provided a supportive setting 
for deep ecology. Over fifty people 
from many occupations, expressing 
diverse lifestyles, coming from ur- 
ban and rural homes, gathered on 
the beach for a weekend of intense 
discussions which were counter- 
balanced by volleyball, surfing and 
birdwatching. An aboriginal elder 
opened the discussions by contras- 
ting the Westerner’s lust for knowl- 
edge and domination with the abor- 
iginal’s sense of place. Later we 
visited an aboriginal initiation site 
on tire coastal sand dunes which 
had been used for hundreds of years 
to help young people understand 
their reponsibilities as adults and 
their relationship to the earth. The 
Bora ring, as it is called, is now 
surrounded by expensive homes in 
a subdivision designed by real es- 
tate agents. Teenage boys were 
doing “wheelies” on motorcycles 
through the site when we arrived. 

Participants eagerly listened to 
talks on deep ecology and then 
formed circles to discuss such topics 
as rainforest preservation, alter- 
native communities, the meaning 
of shifting paradigms, nonviolent 
direct action, deep economics, 
levels of consciousness, human 
population control, constraints on 
our actions, and our relations with 
the peace movement. At the self- 
evaluation circle at the conclusion 
of the weekend meetings there was 
strong, positive and affirmative con- 
sensus that deep ecology is “the 
only game in town worth playing at 
this time” and that the “hundredth 
monkey” might be sitting in the 
circle. 

Meanwhile, in the Blue Moun- 
tains of New South Wales, reform 
conservation groups were meeting 
at the Third Australian Wilderness 
Conference to discuss writing a 
national wilderness act for Australia 
and coordinate strategy in all states 
to protect remaining wild habitats. 
Mike McCloskey, executive director 
of the Sierra Club, brought lessons 
from the American wilderness 
movement. 

The aboriginal land rights move- 
ment and the wilderness preserva- 


tion movement have an uneasy 
alliance at the present time in Aus- 
tralia. Creation of new national 
parks frequently is seen as an 
infringement of traditional native 
uses of the area. There are parallels 
between the United States and Aus- 
tralian movements in this regard. 
In discussions with some native 
Americans concerning the Siskiyou 
mountains of northwest California, 

I found great difficulty in reconciling 
the modem concept of “designated 
Wilderness Area” with native Amer- 
ican cosmology and land use rituals. 
While both American and Austral- 
ian ecology movements use ideas 
from “primal” peoples, the modern 
institutions such as National Parks 
and “designated Wilderness Area” 
are not adequate containers for the 
concept of “sacred land.” 

Ecology is a healing art, as well as 
a science. It is a sensibility as well 
as an argument from rational prem- 
ises. And in the best Earth First! 
tradition John Seed and his friends 
have established a Nomadic Action 
Group (NAG) to nag politicians, 
intellectuals and ordinary citizens 
to face up to the choice between 
new age-high technology and deep 
ecology. 

I came away from Australia sen- 
sing we can all be NAGgers. The 
deep ecologist as activist rather 
than ivory tower, urbanized intel- 
lectual, is a desperado and an eco- 
monk. We give our rave, our speech, 
and do our best to confound con- 
ventional thinking in the best tra- 
dition of the Australian bushranger. 
The image of ecomonk is powerful. 
The ecomonk is not self-serving but 
serving the larger whole, “organic 
wholeness, love that, not man 
apart,” as Robinson Jeffers wrote. 
The ecomonk has a presence, reson- 
ance and understanding that sim- 
plicity of means yielding richness 
of ends is an appropriate lifestyle. 

My last evening in Australia we 
celebrated the equinox at the Nim- 
bin festival. On a grassy hillside that 
had once supported enormous rain- 
forest trees, overlooking the volcano 
walls where remnant rainforests 
still survive, celebrants drummed 
up the full moon, “renewing the 
dreaming” that had been practiced 
by aboriginals for thousands of 
years on that continent. “The 
dreaming,” say aboriginals, holds 
humans together with each other, 
with other species and with the 
sacred space. Drumming up the 
moon was an affirmation of our 
connections with earth, more fun- 
damental connections than are 
accessible to scientific rationality. 


Professor Bill Derail visited Aus- 
tralia last year. He is a leading 
student of Deep Ecology. 



Rally against the Franklin River Dam in Sydney 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 

ROADS AND 
SURVEY STAKES 

by William Haywood 



A well-known writer has advised: 
always pull up survey stakes. Cer- 
tainly, the impulse to pull up stakes 
in the wilderness seems to be 
spreading. In some areas stake- 
pulling seems to be endemic, much 
to the chagrin of Freddies and other 
land-rapers. Interestingly enough, 
it is not just wild-eyed environ- 
mental radicals who do it. Hunters 
of the old school, angered at the 
intrusion of roads into favorite 
hunting grounds, are doing it. Even 
miners are pulling stakes in some 
locales - although they are hardly 
motivated by lofty ideals. Instead, 
they simply wish to be left to their 
destructive activities in peace, un- 
disturbed by rival rapists. 



Unfortunately, most of the stake- 
pulling currently taking place is of 
an unplanned nature, and hence is 
highly sporadic. A few stakes will 
be pulled up here, a few there, while 
most of the stakes marking a given 
construction project will be left 
undisturbed. Annoying to the 
agency or corporation which placed 
the stakes, certainly, but it is hardly 
a devastating blow against develop- 
ment of the wilderness. As a means 
of venting one’s anger at the system 
this type of activity might be con- 
doned, but as a means of stopping 
or even seriously slowing down the 
machine it is hardly effective. 

Yet stake-pulling, systematically 
done, does have the potential to be 
a credible deterrant. Even if it does 
not ultimately deter a given project 
it will delay it and increase the cost. 
If done in enough places, the cum- 
ulative effects of the delays and 
cost increases (due to the necessity 
for repeat surveys) will almost cer- 
tainly lessen the total number of 
new construction projects carried 
to completion. And the value of 
halting even a single wilderness 
development project is incalcuable. 

When one encounters survey 
stakes in the wilderness, it is more 
likely than not that the stakes indi- 
cate a planned road. Roads are 
generally the first step in any 
serious development scheme; once 
the road is in, a host of other evils 
will follow. The ostensible purpose 
for the road may be a number of 
things: logging, mining, oil or gas 
exploration, even so-called recrea- 
tion or fire control. Though this 
summary is based on experience 
with logging-road surveys, the basic 
principles should hold for other 
types of road construction. 
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The initial stages of planning a 
new road take place in the offices of 
the bureaucracy. Let us assume that 
some Freddy wishes to plan a road 
into the “Boondoggle Timber Sale.” 
He takes out a topographical map 
and draws a line where he thinks a 
road ought to fit. Next, a crew goes 
out into the field and “flags” this 
line. This takes two people at most, 
and is a fairly simple operation. 
Conforming to the topography and 

trying to keep within a certain 
grade, the individual or crew ties a 
line of flagging (florescent orange is 
the color usually used by engineer- 
ing crews - different colors may be 
used by others, such as timber 
crews) from trees and bushes along 
the way. The line of flagging may 
differ substantially from that orig- 
inally drawn on the map, since the 
importance of keeping within a 
reasonable gradient is paramount. 
For instance, main logging roads 
seldom exceed an 8% grade, and 
most stretches are less. If the road 
were too steep, the logging trucks 
might be slowed down (an unthink- 
able thing), and worse yet, stretches 
of road steeper than a certain per- 
centage may require paving (to 
prevent erosion) and hence the cost 
of construction would increase. If 
one encounters a line of flagging in 
the woods, but no stakes, it is poss- 
ible that one has come across a 
road in this preliminary state of 
survey. If one will be back in the 
area, it might be more effective to 
wait until the project is more 
advanced before undertaking any 
monkey-wrenching. If one is not 
planning on returning, however, 
one might well remove the flagging. 
You will probably only have obliter- 
ated a day or two’s work, however. 

After the route of the road has 
been roughly flagged in, a more 
proper survey crew; usually consis- 
ting of anywhere from 3 to 5 people, 
is sent in. The purpose of this crew 
is two-fold. On the one hand, their 
survey will precisely fix the route 
of the road on the actual ground. At 
the same time, they will be gather- 
ing and recording data which will 
later be used to design the road. In 
the design of the road (usually done 
by a computer) such things as the 
amount of cut and fill, blasting (if 
any), need for bridges and culverts, 
and things of a similar nature are 
computed. Since this data is used 
to estimate the cost of construction, 
the information-gathering function 
of the survey crew is of considerable 
importance. 

Following the line of flagging, this 
crew locates the center line of the 
road, marking it with a line of stakes. 
Since this is a more precise survey, 
the new line may end up deviating 
from the old line of flagging. Stakes 
are sometimes placed at regular 
intervals, say, eveiy 50 feet. Usually, 
however, the stakes are placed 
wherever there is a “break” in the 
terrain. A break might be a minor 
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undulation in the ground, or it might 
be a more significant change in the 
slope. In complex terrain, such as a 
stream crossing, stakes might be 
placed a few feet apart. In level, 
unbroken terrain, they might be as 
much as 100’ apart. Where a stake 
is placed is referred to as a “station,” 
and various kinds of data are usually 
recorded at each station. A cross- 
section is generally run at each 
station. In a cross-section, an imag- 
inary line is plotted at right angles 
to the center line of the road, and a 
profile of the terrain along that line 
is recorded. Cross-sections are gen- 
erally done for a distance of be- 
tween 50 and 100' above and below 
the center line of the road. Some- 
times stakes are placed above and 
below the center line stake along 
the line of a cross-section (“cross- 
section stakes”), but this is unusual. 
Generally the only stakes placed 
during this phase of surveying are 
the ones along the center line (un- 
less “reference points” are used, 
about which more later). 

The crew takes and records the 
grade between stations, and at 
every station where the center line 
turns to the left or right, they record 
the compass bearing between that 
station and the ones both ahead 
and behind. This is of some impor- 
tance if the stakes are later 
removed, since it is at least theor- 
etically possible for the road to be 
relocated exactly by another survey 
crew following those bearings. 

As the crew proceeds, they write 
a number on each stake. This num- 
ber is the number of the station, 
and it also indicates the distance of 
that station from the starting point 
of the road (which usually is an 
existing road). Generally, a letter 
precedes the number on each stake. 
This letter may be a “P” (standing 
for preliminary) or a “PI” (meaning 
“point of intersection”). This latter 
designation is not always employed, 
but where it is it indicates stations 
where the center line changes direc- 
tion, and where compass bearings 
have therefore been taken. While it 
is not really necessary for a monkey- 
wrencher to understand the system 
of numbering stations, an explana- 
tion will be given for the benefit of 
the curious. Theoretically, the star- 
ting station would be zero (which 
would be expressed as “00+00”). 
But the starting point of a road is 
usually arbitrarily assigned a dis- 
tance of 1000’, to allow for later 
adjustments (1000' is expressed as 
“10+00”). If 10+00 is the start- 
ing point of a road, a station 50 
feet further would be numbered 
“10+50,” one 100’ from the starting 
point would be “11+00,” one 250 
feet from the starting point would 
be “12+50,” and so on. If one hap- 
pens across the tail end of a line 
of survey stakes in the woods, and 
one reads “62+80,” assuming that 
the road started at the customary 


10+00, one can assume that the 
starting point of that line of stakes 
is 5,280', or a mile away. 

As the survey crew moves from 
station to station, they also remove 
the original flagging (which often is 
some distance from the new center 
line), replacing it with new flagging, 
preferably placed directly over each 
station. In addition, the stakes 
themselves are often tied with bits 
of flagging, to render them more 
easily visible. (Sometimes the 
stakes are spray-painted with red 
or orange paint instead.) If a road is 
not built soon after a survey, the 
ravages of weather and rodents 
upon stakes is considerable. One or 
two years after a survey the writing 
on stakes is usually illegible; 3 or 4 
years after a survey stakes are fre- 
quently completely eaten or rotted 
away. All this without the benefit of 
monkeywrenching! 

Consequently, especially in cases 
where it appears likely that a road 
will not be built immediately, addi- 
tional measures are taken to make 
it possible to locate stakes despite 
the ravages of time and the ele- 
ments. This consists of the use of 
“reference points, "or “RP’s, "as they 
are commonly called. At stations 
where the center line changes direc- 
tion (which may or may not be 
indicated by stakes bearing the 
letters “PI”) additional stakes are 
placed. Usually there are two such 
stakes, one on the uphill side of the 
station and one on the downhill 
side. These stakes (RP’s) are usually 
not more than 30' from the station, 
and are nailed to trees if available. 
(In talus, RP’s consist of thieker- 
than-normal stakes, called “hubs,” 
pounded into the talus.) A compass 
bearing is taken and recorded from 
each RP to the station. Thus, if the 
centerline stake vanishes, if just one 
of the RP’s can be located the orig- 
inal station can be re-established 
also (the distance between the RP 
and the station is also recorded). 

Though the use of RP’s seems to 
have been inspired more by fear of 
natural attrition of stakes than by 
any fear of monkeywrenchers, it is 
obvious that their use complicates 
the task of the saboteur. A conscien- 
tious stake-puller should make an 
initial, thorough search for possible 
RP’s (which won’t be as obvious as 
the centerline stakes). If none are 
found, fine. But if any are found, a 
thorough job of stake-pulling will 
require that all RP’s be located and 
removed, along with the center line 
stakes. 

Just before actual construction 
of a road, a final survey is done. The 
stakes along the centerline may be 
shifted a bit, uphill or downhill, in 
accordance with whatever design 
modifications have been called for 
by the computer. At this time, addi- 
tional stakes are placed, well above 
and below the centerline. This is 


called “construction staking,” and 
these stakes — “slope stakes” - 
indicate such things as the top of 
the projected cut, the bottom of the 
fill, the position of culverts, etc. 
These stakes bear numbers indica- 
ting such things as the width of the 
roadway, angle and depth of cut 
and fill, etc. The cat operator does 
not actually read this information 
— these stakes are mainly for the 
benefit of the construction inspec- 
tors. During this final survey, addi- 
tional flagging is placed to indicate 
the zone to be cleared of trees and 
other vegetation immediately prior 
to construction. Following “con- 
struction staking” there axe for all 
practical purposes, three lines of 
stakes and three lines of flagging 
along the route of the road. If one 
has waited this long to sabotage a 
road project, it can be seen that one 
will have about three times as much 
work ahead of them than they 
would have had if they had acted 
sooner. 

A proper job of stake removal not 
only requires the pulling of all sur- 
vey stakes, but the removal of all 
flagging as well. Leave no clue 
behind to make the task of future 
survey crews easier. One should 
carry a pack for the stakes — they 
will accumulate quickly. In fact, a 
couple of miles worth of stakes will 
probably be more than one person 
can comfortably carry. If conditions 
permit, one might periodically burn 
the accumulated stakes. If this is 
not practical, they should be hidden 
well away from the line of the road- 
way — preferably broken. Unfortun- 
ately, the only proper disposition 
for the obnoxious plastic flagging is 
to cany ’-it out. 

It might be noted that roads can 
be built without benefit of elaborate 
surveys. In the old days, many low- 
grade logging roads were built by 
cat operators who merely followed 
a line of flagging. Even today, roads 
are sometimes built without benefit 
of any surveying at all — the crude 
roads built by small-time miners 
are a good example. But the type of 
roads demanded by today’s indus- 
trial logging methods simply can’t 
be built by catskinners operating 
by “seat-of-the-pants” methods. 
The precise grades and curves re- 
quired demand more than this. So a 
thorough job of stake-and-flagging 
removal on a road project means 
that another survey crew is going 
to have to go out before the road 
can be built. Granted, they may not 
have to repeat all of their previous 
work - if the centerline can be 
relocated in its original location, the 
cross-sections can be omitted, since 
they are already recorded. But even 
so, the amount of work may be 
considerable. Since surveying can 
be carried out in many regions only 
part of the year, stake pulling could 
easily postpone construction 
another year. 




DISABLING MOTOR VEHICLES OF ALL KINDS 
All (motorcycles, cars, trucks, heavy equipment): 

1. Jam door and ignition lock cylinders with slivers of wood, a hard 
tough cement like “super glue,” or silicone rubber sealant. 

2. Pour a pound or more of sugar or heavy syrup into fuel tank. 
Amount depends on the size of the engine. The more, the better. 

3. Pour a gallon or more of water or brine into the fuel tank. This is sim- 
pler and cheaper than using sugar, but the “down-time” is shorter. 

4. Pour dirt, sugar, and/or salt into oil filler hole. This will not 
produce immediate results but can do extensive damage. 

5. Pour water or syrup into the oil filler hole. Amount depends on 
engine size - at least 2 quarts for a V-8. The point is to make sure to 
use enough so the oil pump will draw only water. The water should 
maintain “oil” pressure without lubricating at all. 

6. Slash tire sidewalls. Sidewall stabs cannot be effectively patched, 
whereas tread stabs can be. 

7. Smash fuel pump, water pump, valve cover, carburetor, distributor, 
or anything else except batteiy (for your safety) or brake system 
(for their safety). Use sledge and a steel bar for precision blows. 

8. Pour water, syrup, and/or dirt into air intake (the big hole 
usually right under the air cleaner). The more, the better. 

Diesel engines and heavy equipment: 

1 . Smash fuel injectors with sledge and steel bar. They are expensive 
and very hard to remove when effectively smashed “in situ.” 

2. Pour dirt into gearboxes and hydraulic oil reservoirs. Do not 
tamper with brake system. 

3. Cut hydraulic lines and hoses with cable cutters. Bolt cutters may 
work, but a knife will not because of steel reinforcement in most hoses. 

4. Smash hydraulic fittings and pistons with a sledge. Do not tamper 
with brakes. 



DOWN TIME FOR 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
WITH RUBBER TIRES 

Earth haulers, front end loaders, 
back hoes and many other destruc- 
tion vehicles have great big hairy- 
assed tires. These tires cost a lot of 
money, both to buy and repair, and 
can cause a large amount of down 
time for the company and project. 
One very efficient way to disable all 
tired vehicles is to use a large cold 
chisel and five pound sledge ham- 
mer on the lug bolts and nuts on 
every wheel of every piece of equip- 
ment on the construction site. Once 
you have properly destroyed all 
chances of easily removing the 
wheels for tire repair, stand back 
and launch a projectile of at least 
.357 of an inch and at 2500 feet per 
second or more into the sidewall of 
each tire. This bit of monkeywren- 
ching should be done after all other 
activities are completed because it 
is a little noisy. 

— Get that great EF! feeling 
Mr. Goodwrench 


CORRECTING FOREST SERVICE SIGNS 


This is for all of you frustrated 
artists who drive by the big.“Land 
of Many Uses” signs and get pissed 
off because you know what the 
Forest Circus really means by that. 
Here is a way of making the signs 
more accurate. 

You will need a sheet of W” ply- 
wood (other thicknesses will do, 
but they’re heavier), some yellow 
paint (oil based), nails and glue. 
You will also need a router to 
engrave the lettering, and a saber 
saw to cut out the curves. 

I assume that all of the signs have 
standard dimensions, but you 
should measure the sign you wish 
to modify, as some dimensions, 


especially those for the bolt holes, 
may be different. 

Using the plan, lay out and cut 
the (replacement) bottom of the 
sign. It will be in two pieces, since 
most plywood is only 8 feet long. 
Paint it with a yellow paint as close 
to the Forest Service color as poss- 
ible. Then, lay out the lettering from 
the plan, and use the router to 
engrave it into the wood. Make the 
letters in the same style as the 
Forest Service lettering so it will 
look as much like the original as 
possible. Use a drill or a hole saw to 
put two IW' diameter holes in the 
board. These will accomodate the 
bolts which stick out of the existing 


sign. After the sign is finished, 
transport it as inconspicuously as 
possible to your target sign. Coat 
the back with glue. To hold it in 
place while the glue dries, use nails, 
preferably finishing nails. The cor- 
rected sign may not fit perfectly, 
but driving by at 60 mph, who will 
notice? Most people probably won’t 
even notice your correction! (Ex- 
cept you and me, of course.) 

Have fun with this, and I hope to 
see several corrected and accurate 
Forest Service signs as I travel next 
summer! 

— The Mad Engineer 




Dear Ned Ludd, 

When releasing the air from tires 
by the use of a sharp object in the 
dead of night, do not wear a hat. 

Tires and straw burned at the 
base of a tower will burn the gal- 
vanizing and temper out of mild 
steel tower bases. 

— Bolt Weevil 


Dear EF! 

The short blurb in the last issue 
on sending in postage paid envel- 
opes to offensive organizations 
really hit home. Friends and I have 
been doing this for quite a while 
with a wide variety of shithead- 
spawned envelopes and I encourage 
all Luddites to do the same. Envel- 
opes are non-recyclable because of 
the gum. If you’re daring, you can 
send your address in, getting even 
more offensive postpaid envelopes 
to play with. Hold a mailing party 
with your friends or search through 
Post Office trash cans for such 
“treasure.” 

— Imashi Thead 
Areata, CA 


Dear EF! 

You provide a whisper of hope 
and inspiration to those of us back 
here in the ravaged East. A few of 
us have been revived a teenage 
past-time of billboarding. Old Doc 
Sarvis wouldn’t have fared too well 
with the monstrous high-profile 
billboards we have back here. They 
don’t bum and they can’t be cut 
down. But we’ve found a good 
substitute: 

All we need is a gallon of paint, 
some thinner, and an eight pack of 


beer in non-returnable bottles with 
twist-off caps. (Yeah, I know I 
shouldn’t be buying that non-re- 
turnable crap but we haven’t found 
an acceptable substitute yet.) Just 
determine a good proportion of 
paint and thinner, fill the bottle, 
cap it, and it’s ready to fly. We’re 
trying to make people aware of how 
pervasive and obnoxious the damn 
things are. People are beginning to 
notice and someone else has begun 
to hit billboards now on his own! 

— Ohio~ 


Dear EF! 

I read Dave Foreman’s article, It’s 
Time to Ret uni Tb Our Wilderness 
Roots in the Dec. ’83/Jan. ’84 issue 
of Environmental Action. I spend 
more and more time in meetings 
and legislative halls and less and 
less time in the hills that I call 
home ... and often wonder how far I 
can go before I lose what I’m fighting 
for. Please send me a copy of your 
journal. 

— West Virginia 
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OF INDIVIDUAL SPECIES, ASSEMBLAGES AND BATS 


by Reed Noss 


The Earth comes first! On a 
smaller scale, one we can deal with 
as activists, that means the natural 
community or ecosystem. We strive 
to maintain its integrity, structure 
(characteristic species composition 
and diversity), and function (nu- 
trient cycling, energy flow, climatic 
regulation, etc.). By looking at the 
entire system, we can avoid the 
conflicts, narrowness and bias 
sometimes imposed by worrying 
about the fate of individual species. 

On the other hand, the idea of a 
whole ecosystem is somewhat ab- 
stract. We could lose a lot of species 
and still have a functioning ecosys- 
tem. Some type of system, albeit an 
impoverished and unstable one, 
would continue to function if every 
bulldozer ran rampant over the 
earth, or even if we detonated all 
our nuclear warheads. If we value 
natural ecosystem integrity, we 
must complement the whole eco- 
system approach with a focus on 
the individual species and assem- 
blages of species that are most 
imperiled by human civilization. 

The concept of indicator species 
can be used to target for conser- 
vation those creatures that are least 
tolerant of our disturbances. Some 
species, often characterized as 
“opportunistic” or “weedy,” will 
prosper in a human-dominated 
landscape. Non-native (exotic) 
species frequently become pests in 
a new environment without their 


customary predators and competi- 
tors. But other kinds of organisms 
are able to persist only in the largest 
and most strictly protected wilder- 
ness areas. Large predators, eco- 
logical specialists, and species 
dependent on patchy or unpredic- 
table resources, large home ranges, 
and/or of low reproductive potential 
are particularly vulnerable to ex- 
tinction from human modifications 
of the landscape. 

Thus, species can be ecological 
indicators: some are indicators of 
disrupted, weedy conditions, and 
others of relatively pristine, whole 
ecosystems. The former can get 
along fine by themselves; the latter 
need our unmitigated defense. Des- 
pite any metaphysical inclinations, 
in conservation we should not 
treat all species as equal If we 
focus our attention on the most 
threatened species and assem- 
blages, we have a good chance of 
saving their respective ecosystems. 

One group of organisms that has 
fared poorly since humans claimed 
the earth is the bats. Among mam- 
mals, the order Chiroptera is second 
only to Rodentia in number of spe- 
cies. Some 850 species, representing 
an amazing array of adapations, 
have been described. Insects, fruit, 
pollen, nectar, flowers, leaves, 
blood, fish and other vertebrates 
are among the food items selected 
by different kinds of bats. In num- 
bers of individuals, too, they can be 
extraordinary. Sometimes they con- 
gregate in caves by the millions. 

But these congregations are 
rapidly decreasing. People generally 
hate bats, perhaps even more than 
they hate spiders and snakes. Be- 
cause bats have been so persecuted, 


they need protection above and 
beyond that of the particular eco- 
systems in which they function. The 
fact that they congregate in large 
numbers (in caves, trees, human 
structures, etc.) makes them espec- 
ially vulnerable. 

For example, 90% of the remain- 
ing Indiana bats ( Myotis sodalis, a 
federal endangered species) hiber- 
nate in just nine caves. People have 
been known to wipe out an entire 
colony in a cave just for the fun of it . 
In a study of the endangered gray 
bat ( Myotis grisesceus) in Ken- 
tucky, a colleague and I found evi- 
dence of many former colonies that 
had been exterminated by man. 
Chiefly because of human persecu- 
tion, the Kentucky population of 
gray bats had declined at least 89% 
from a past maximum. 

People also make money killing 
bats. In the United States, particu- 
larly. pest control companies sell a 
fraudulent remedy of poisoning 
colonies that occupy homes and 
other buildings. The virulent poi- 
sons used are also a menace to 
human health, and new bats may 
come in after the others have been 
exterminated. Bat-proofing build- 
ings (sealing openings) while the 
bats are away is an obviously better 
solution (although generally bats 
in a building do absolutely no 
harm), but the pest control bastards 
don’t make as much money that 
way. 

What can we do to save bats? 
Habitat protection and public edu- 
cation are essential strategies. Both 
the foraging habitat, generally 
comprising extensive tracts of 
natural vegetation and unpolluted 


water, and the roosts (caves for 
many species, but also cliffs, large 
trees, and human structures in 
areas where natural ones have been 
eliminated) must be protected. But 
it is not enough to put a piece of 
land into public ownership, or con- 
servation use. Even in a wilderness 
area, if people find a cave containing 
bats, chances are the bats will be 
eliminated. Unfortunately for those 
who like nothing “artificial” in a 
natural area, fences or properly 
designed gates may have to be 
placed around the entrances to 
these subterranean habitats. Par- 
ticularly in maternity colonies and 
hibernacula, bats need to be left 
alone. 

I know many so-called “conser- 
vationists” who are biased against, 
bats, who flinch or “eek” when one 
flies by. Hence the necessity of 
education. We have all been fed an 
incredible amount of bullshit about 
bats. Do bats fly into your hair? Not 
if they can help it. Do bats com- 
monly transmit rabies? No! This is 
one of the biggest fallacies, and 
willfully perpetuated by health 
authorities. A Florida county health 
official, who recently officiated the 
mass slaughter of several hundred 
bats harmlessly roosting in ajunior 
high school gymnasium, claims that 
20 to 40 percent of a bat colony 
typically harbors rabies. That is 
total nonsense! A correct figure, 
according to world bat authority 
Merlin Tuttle, is less than one-half 
of one percent. And neither healthy 
bats nor rabid bats attack people. 
They only bite in self-defense, and 
the teeth of many species are too 
small to break human skin (an ex- 
ception is the vampire bat of the 


neotropics, which will feed on a 
sleeping human as readily as on a 
sleeping javelina). 

The facts we must point out are 
that bats are tremendously impor- 
tant components of natural eco- 
systems, and directly help us by 
controlling insects, pollinating and 
dispersing food plants, producing 
guano for fertilizer, and a host, of 
other functions. They are also amaz- 
ing, beautiful and gentle creatures. 
Although some species have adap- 
ted fairly well to our modifications, 
others are critically endangered 
because of our ignorance, super- 
stition, and cruelty. (For more info, 
contact. Bat Conservation Inter- 
national, cio Milwaukee Public 
Museum, Milwaukee, WI, 53233.) 

The bats are just one example of 
organisms that require special 
attention beyond that of ecosystem- 
level or wilderness preservation. 
Again, the holistic and indicator 
species approaches can be comple- 
mentary. Ideally, we would concen- 
trate on the most endangered ele- 
ments at each level of biological 
organization, from genes, individ- 
uals, and species to ecosystems, 
landscapes and the biosphere. 

Don’t waste your time on labor- 
atory rabbits, puppy dogs, dande- 
lions, or even baby seals. That is 
not to say the cute and cuddly are 
unimportant, or unworthy of our 
-love and respect. But other things, 
occasionally “ugly” to biased human 
eyes, are going faster toward obliv- 
ion. To preserve the integrity, 
structure and function of a natural 
Earth, we must concentrate on 
those forms that can least tolerate 
the cancer of humanity out of 
control. 


DEEP ECOLOGY, ELITISM AND REPRODUCTION 


by Reed Noss 

Often in this journal, I read people 
lambasting the production of new 
Homo sapiens. This is understand- 
able, for the excess population of 
our species is surely the single most 
important factor in the ruination of 
the earth. It follows that negative 
population growth is essential if we 
are to protect what is left of the 
natural earth, and restore what we 
can to that condition. I also agree 
that a healthy dose of misanthropy 
is crucial to conservation. But not 
an overdose! I will not go so far as 
some in Earth First! who claim that 
the earth is everything outside of 
humanity, everything that is not 
human or produced by humans. 
This is schizophrenia! Where does 
that leave us? Where do we belong 
if not here with Mother Earth? 

I do find it odd that people writing 
in EF! find it necessary to contin- 
ually remind EF! readers to curtail 
their reproduction. This is a waste 
of newsprint in a valuable journal. 
We are not the people who need 
reminding. What do you suppose is 
the nata.ity for the average EF! 
household, compared to that of the 
average American? Or to be more 
extreme, compare our baby produc- 
tion to that of the average Catholic, 
the uneducated black or Appala- 
chian, the poor Latin American, the 
African, the Indian? Who the hell 
needs educating about birth con- 
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trol? 

I will now step onto dangerous 
ground and assert that some of us 
deep ecologists have a duty to 
reproduce. A recent EF! letter re- 
ferred specifically to this attitude, 
and called it “elitism.” Well, god 
damn it, I’m called an elitist all the 
time (usually for trying to keep 
some natural areas inaccessible to 
the public, who usually screw them 
up) and think that maybe it is time 
to recognize a “deep ecology elite," 
an ideological population of people 
who unuerstand their kinship with 
the earth, their interdependence 
with other ecological entities, and 
their duty to fight for what they 
love and are. This is a true anti 
ethical elitism, and has nothing to 
do with material wealth or political 
power. Remember, most people do 
not feel this way about the earth. 
Most people' stupidly fear and reject 
any association with nature. Most 
people are “ Me First!, ” not “ Earth 
First!. ” 

Look around, and you will see 
that the people who do most of the 
reproducing are generally the peo- 
ple with the worst environmental 
attitudes, and/or the deepest ignor- 
ance about the need or method- 
ology for contraception. Assuming 
that both nature and nurture (genes 
and learning) influence environ- 
mental awareness (although the 
genetic influence would certainly 
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be very indirect), this suggests that 
the ratio of Earth-despoilers to 
Earth-protectors is increasing at a 
geometric rate. I am not so foolish 
to suggest that we attempt to beat 
the despoilers in the reproductive 
game, or that we eugenically breed 
a population, more receptive to 
environmental values. Both would 
be impossible, not to mention total- 
itarian. However, I would suggest 
that we attempt, through education 
and communication, to share our 
awareness of deep ecology with 
those who really need it, but at the 
same time not. “unbreed” ourselves 
out of existence. 

There is a correlation between 
intelligence and environmental 
awareness, although the scatter is 
obviously large. We all know people 
who, by conventional definition, are 
“intelligent” (good old Jim Watt?), 
but are dumb as shit when it comes 
to understanding our relationship 
with nature. Yet it takes an ability 
to understand relationships, i.e., 
intelligence, to be a deep ecologist. 
Intelligence being largely genetic 
(identical twin studies show this 
well), there is thus a genetic com- 
ponent to deep ecology. But learn- 
ing, of course, is more important. 

Inherited intelligence only sets 
the stage for what can be absorbed. 
A lot of us come from parents who 
had negative environmental atti- 
tudes, and had to somehow get our 


understanding of nature “on our 
own.” But it wasn’t completely on 
our own. We all had mentors, teach- 
ers in person and in literature, who 
influenced us. And a parent can be 
an effective environmental edu- 
cator. Kids I know who come from 
parents with decent environmental 
perspectives almost always share 
that perspective, and retain it as 
they grow. We need more kids like 
this, not fewer. 

Having a kid is as natural a thing 
as you could possibly do. Ecologist 
Dan Kozlovsky, whose book I re- 
viewed in the last Yule issue of EF!, 
wrote: “We instinctively recognize 
that for our psychological whole- 
ness, male and female, we must 
have the experience of generating 
new human beings. It is a central 
aspect, perhaps the overriding con- 
cern of our animality.” Kozlovsky 
realizes, of course, that “we will 
need a long period of negative pop- 
ulation,” and therefore that no one 
should have more than two children. 

None of us needs to feel guilty for 
not having kids, but neither for 
having kids, as long as we do not 
over-produce. There are enough 
people who cannot or will not 
reproduce that the population will 
stabilize and then decline to a rea- 
sonable level if no one has more 
than two children. And the people 


who possess and can share the 
awareness of deep ecology are the 
best equipped to bring a child into 
this wounded world. 

I am not defensive about my own 
reproduction. My wife and I have 
one child, and she is the beautiful 
result of a deliberate and conscien- 
tious decision. We may have a 
second child, though probably not. 
I will admit that. I get angry, in fact 
damned pissed, at those who have 
more than two children these days. 
I see little excuse for anyone in the 
world (except in the most primitive 
cultures) not understanding the 
problems of overpopulation. 

I also know that I, and everyone 
who reproduces, have a respon- 
sibility to nourish my child with an 
understanding of the kinship and 
interdependence of all life. A person 
with such understanding can make 
a positive contribution to conser- 
vation, more than compensating for 
the resources he/she consumes (for 
example, the people active in EF!). 
There have to be people to keep up 
the fight, which will probably con- 
tinue until the extinction of our 
species, when the present, gener- 
ation of activists is gone. Call me an 
elitist if you like, but I say that all 
people are not equal in compre- 
hending or defending the Earth! 


Reed Noss is an ecologist in Florida and a regular Earth First! contributor. 
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VISIONS 

COYOTE MANTRA THEY WANTED ME TO IDENTIFY THE HANDS 

S'- but you'd be surprised how difficult 
it is to remember your children 
those hands reaching up, in prayer, 
eating, oh you'd think a mother 
could remember, so I turned the glass 
studied the way they bobbed 
a slow sign language the people speak 
the ones who cannot talk 
floated in a little dance one 
with the other and the soldier 
took the jar, shook it again, and I 
said maybe, perhaps, maybe I'll see her 
maybe she'll wave to me, 
a person gets used to this kind 
of thing, it happens so often, 
yes 

she'll want her hands back, 
want to visit her friends in Chicago, 
they talk of sanctuary, 
or in New York, Los Angeles 
is it warm there] the angels] 
she'll not need gloves 
she'll be at home in a strange country. 


THE FLOW 

Why? The river flows narrow and tight, yet 
it rushes and pulls with unyielding spirit. It 
never gives up. There are times for stillness 
and times for reflection, but the push is ever 
onward ever forward - never back. 

I have been caught in bottomless 
whirlpools twisting and fighting with all my 
strength only to grow limp and weak, willing 
to revolve in static motion. I have floated 
on my back, lazily, with the sun warming my 
belly and the currents caressing my neck, 
but my eyes were shut and 1 never saw where 
I was going - and when I got there it wasn’t 
where I wanted to be. But it was easy. 

Now I am like a salmon - 1 fight the flow. 
The rocks may rip at my flesh; the water’s 
strength may test my will, but 1 continue to 
search for my place. Only now 1 don’t travel 
when the water is muddy; I look where I am 
going. I take time to glide in green pools, the 
shafts of clear light fluttering and sparkling 
on my silken skin. 

I touch bottom sometimes, but it is a 
resting period, and the sand waves against 
my form in a soothing rhythm of continuity 
while 1 wait. And I do wait because I’ve 
learned, although I must continue my 
personal quest, the river is the master, and I 
must be attentive to its power, to its whims, 
to its directions. 

Sometimes we may be at odds, and I may 
try to change its course or soothe its ripples 
make it gentle when it roars in furious 
torrents, make it stop when I need a rest or 
when I dont want to go forwards or 
backwards, when 1 just want to stay, to be. 
But I never can. I never will. The river is the 
master; that is why. 

Judy Connelly 

Trinidad 


Joe Napora 

Oxford 
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OPE TO THE DUNE 

at Funston and Rivera Streets 
surrounded by the city grid 
San Francisco 
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My ear to the tree 
I hear for miles. 


BOB ARNOLD 

The Long house 


( marah : Indian name for native wild 
cucumber) 


Happy as a weary traveler 
having arrived 
at this passageway left open 
this remnant of living fabric 
of our mother's skirt 
this dune 
I climb up 

as eagerly and hungrily 
as the opossum birthing 
who has sixteen seconds 
up the damp and grassy trail 
The nipple I find 

the milk of hope 
knowledge of longevity 
warmth of kin 
this wild marah- 

roots deep in native sand 
greets me flowering. 


Nancy Morita 

San Anselmn 
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On April 21, 300 Earth Firstlers 
and friends filled the meadow at 
San Jose Family Camp in the Sierra 
Nevada to celebrate John Muir’s 
birthday and to tell the water devel- 
opment interests of California “NO!” 
to plans to further dam and destroy 
the singing Tuolumne River. River 
runners Kathy Crist and Don Pres- 
ley MCeed the rally which began 
with Johnny Sagebrush and his 
soul-stirring songs “The Buffalo Are 
Gone,” “Thinking Like a Mountain” 
and a newly-written hymn to the 
Tuolumne. John Amodio from the 
Tuolumne River Preservation Trust 
discussed threats to the river and 
efforts to have it designated a 
National Wild River. 

Professor Bill Devall discussed 
the historical significance of the 
Tuolumne, pointing out that the 
modern environmental movement 
was born with John Muir’s battle to 
prevent the destruction of Hetch 
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National 
Park by O’Shaughnessy Dam 70 
years ago. 

Former California Resources 
Agency chief Huey Johnson, who 
filed the famous California RARE II 
lawsuit, wore an Earth First! hat 
and exhorted the enthusiastic 
crowd not to “compromise.” He 
drank a toast to John Muir and EF!. 
Public lands expert Bern Shanks 
traced the history of water devel- 
opment projects in the United 
States and called for the removal of 
O’Shaughnessy Dam and the freeing 
of the Tuolumne. 

Environmental singer Bill Oliver 
from Austin, Texas, was a hit with 
the crowd in the meadow with his 
witty “Have to Have a Habitat” and 
“Shopping Mall.” Marcy Willow 
encouraged everyone to fight no 
matter what the odds and called 
the veterans of the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade up to sing “Take Your 
Bulldozers from Under our Noses." 

Dave Foreman, in Characteristic 
style, roared against the despoilers 
of the wilderness and promised that 
the Earth First! flag which flew at 
the Franklin River blockade in Aus- 
tralia would fly on the Tuolumne if 
political efforts to save the river 
failed. He asked the audience to 
close their eyes and imagine the 
California that John Muir knew. A 
chant of “John Muir, John Muir" 
began softly and soon reached a 
crescendo. When everyone opened 
their eyes, John Muir stood before 
them. In a lilting Scottish brogue, 
he told them to “seek the glad tid- 
ings of the mountains” and to “hold 
on!” and fight for the wilderness. 

The rally finished with two and a 
half hours of music from the rol- 
licking California Zephyr band, 
Jonathon Richman and the Sierra 
Snowmen, and a crazed audience- 
participation version of Johnny 
Sagebrush’s Wild Goose Band. 

Jack Fisher treated the hundred 
Earth First!ers remaining that night 
to a chicken barbeque, Dave Fore- 
man told the true story of Easter, a 
California Earth First! network 
meeting laid the groundwork for 
furt her EF! action and communica- 
tion in the Golden State, and a 
fireplace jam session with Jonathon 
Richman, Bill Oliver, Johnny Sage- 
brush and the fiddle player from 
California Zephyr rocked everyone 
still present and awake. 

Thanks go out to all the speakers 
and musicians, the organizers of the 
event and to the enthusiastic crowd. 
Special thanks to Lee Stetson for 
his powerful portrayal of John Muir. 
And — thank you! to the terrific 
staff of San Jose Family Camp for 
above -and - beyond - the -call- of- 
duty hospitality. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JOHN MUIR! 



Professor Bill Devall 


Huey Johnson: “ Don't Compromise. ” 

SAVE THE TUOLUMNE! 


Thanks to Kathy Tren- 
dler and Mike Roselle 
for organizing the Tuo- 
lumne Rally! 
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Ric Bailery, Dave Foreman, Marcy Willow and Mike Roselle sing “Take 
Bulldozers From Under Our Noses. ” 


M C Kathy Crist 


Dave Foreman in a calmer moment. 


Johnny Sagebrush and Nagasaki ride again. 


DAMN HETCH HETCHY DAM! Bill Oliver from Austin, Texas 
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USGS TOPO 
MAPS 
JUST $2.00 

The US Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 
$2.25 and most private deal- 
ers charge $3.50 or more. 
Earth First! sells them to you 
for only $2.00! To order, sim- 
ply send us a list of the maps 
you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7V2 
to 15 minute quads) with a 
check to “Earth First!” at 
$2.00 each. There is a mini- 
mum order of 5 maps or $10. 
Be sure to use the correct 
USGS name and scale for your 
maps or there will be a delay 
in ordering. Maps will be 
shipped directly to you by 
USGS and you should receive 
them about 2 weeks from the 
time you send us your order. 
Contact the USGS (or EF!) for 
state indices. Order maps 
from Earth First!, 230 West 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Special USGS maps (National 
Parks, States, 1:250,000 and 
others costing $3.60 from 
USGS) are $3.00 from Earth 
First!. 


EDWARD 
ABBEY 


Beyond the Wall 

By Edward Abbey 

-m 

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim 
Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and James Dickey 
have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all 
agree that Abbey is “the 
Thoreau of the American West.” 

Here is Abbey at his best 
on a lyrical journey through 
miraculous, wild places from 
Alaska to Mexico — well 
beyond the constraining wall 
of contemporary life. 

• First Edition 
Hardcover 

Signed by Edward Abbey 

$25 from EARTH FIRST! 

_ POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 

LIMITED OFFER 


UNLIMITED HORIZONS SURVIVAL PROGRAM 

These 6, 12, 28 day courses are taught in the spec- 
tacular Utah/Colorado border area and include 
desert, canyon and alpine terrain. 

This summer challenge yourself! 

For Free Brochure Write: 

P.O. Box 5095 

* Durango, Colorado 81301 
W ' V- ‘ ™^LP/ease specify courses of interest. 

(303) 259- 1 754 


Wallace Stegner 

The Sound of Mountain Water. (Glen Canyon) Paperback. 
Angel of Repose. Hardbound. 

A Shooting Star. Hardbound. 


BOOKS FOR SALE 

Edward Abbey 

Desert Solitaire. Hardbound first edition. 

With dust jacket. Autographed. $40.00 

The Monkey Wrench Gang. Hardbound first edition. With dj. $35.00 
Slickrock. Hardbound first edition with dust jacket. 

Oversize photobook with Philip Hyde. $75.00 

Black Sun. Hardbound with dust jacket. $15.00 

B. Traven 

Rebellion of the Hanged. Hardbound first edition, 

US 1952 worn dj $45.00 

General from the Jungle. Hardbound 1st w/dj $25.00 

The Carretta. Hardbound 1st ed. w/dj $25.00 

The White Rose. Hardbound 1st w/dj $10.00 

The Kidnapped Saint. Hardbound 1st w/dj $10.00 

The Death Ship. Paperback. $ 9.00 

Tb the Honorable Miss S Ret Marut. Paperback. $ 6.00 

Creation of the Sun & the Moon. Paperback. $ 4.00 


Assorted 

Mountain Man, Vardis Fisher. Hardbound w/dj $10.00 

The Mothers, Vardis Fisher. Hardbound 1st ed. 

(Donner party) $20.00 

The Way West, A.B. Guthrie, Jr. Hardbound 1st ed. $10.00 

A Texan in England, .J. Frank Dobie. Hardbound $10.00 

Up the Trail from Texas, J. Frank Dobie. Hardbound. $ 7.50 

Track of the Cat, Walter Tilburg Clark. Hardbound 1st. $15.00 

The Names, N. Scott Momaday. Hardbound 1st $10.00 

Ape and Essence, Aldous Huxley. Hardbound 1st US. ed. $10.00 

Rain in the Doorway, Thome Smith. Hardbound. $ 7.50 

Mountain Time, Bernard DeVoto. Hardbound. $ 7.50 

The Hour, Bernard DeVoto, *a master of the intoxicating 
phrase, DeVoto writes of the cultural importance of hard 
liquor and the only hour — the cocktail hour. 

Hardbound 1st w/dj $15.00 

Ninety-Two in the Shade, Thomas McGuane. 

Hardbound 1st w/dj . $20.00 

The Big Sky, A.B. Guthrie, Jr. Hardbound $10.00 

The Long Naked Descent into Boston, William Eastlake. 

Harbound 1st w/dj $20.00 

ADD $1.00 per order for postage. 

All items are one of a kind. 

Send to: EARTH FIRST! BOOKS, POB 26221, SLC, Utah, 84119 



EARTH FIRST! IS PLEASED TO OFFER FOR SALE 

THE ART OF LONE WOLF CIRCLES 


Inspire the passionate, offend the timid, 
awaken hidden urges in your hippie friends 
with limited lithographs from the wilderness 
recluse. Images and patterns to celebrate the 
magic blending, the wordless truth, the in- 
dominatable spirit of the grizzly and the 
pacing wolf. 


Each of these images is a collector’s 
print, strictly limited to only 100 of 
each, signed, numbered and matted 
for framing. 

$30.00 each in galleries 
$25.00 to Earth First! subscribers 
Vi of ALL PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY 
INTO THE EARTH FIRST! GEN- 
ERAL FUND 
Send your order to 
Earth First! 

POB 235 

Ely, Nevada 89301 
indicate print * you wish to order 
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WILDERNESS • AMISH FARMS • MOUNTAINS 


SURVIVAL NETWORK INFORMATION CENTER 
PUBLICATIONS 

The Survival Network is offering a series 
of publications including some out-of- 
print booklets and some totally new ones. 
Included are a series on the Haymarket 
riot, a series on early anarchist/feminist 
VoltaLrine de Cleyre, a large booklet on 
surveillance techniques, a publication on 
Marion Federal Penitentiary, original an- 
archist fiction, excerpts from The Anarch- 
ist Black- Dragon Anthology, and the com- 
prehensive SURVIVAL NETWORK GUIDE TO USE- 
FUL RESOURCES, PUBLICATIONS & GROUPS. 

Write for a listi Survival Network, P.0. 
Box 52282, New Orleans, LA, 70152 

WE ARE IN SOLIDARITY WITH MOTHER EARTH 


Pacific Crest Trail 




THE PACIFIC CREST TRAIL 
. . . The Los Angeles Times calls ' 
it "the Backpacker’s equivalent 
of climbing Mt. Everest." 

Spanning some 2600 miles from 
Mexico to Canada, the Pacific Crest 
Trail (PCT) journeys through some 
of the most awesome natural scen- 
ery in North America as it winds 
through the Great Mojave Desert 
and climbs up along the shoulders 
and breathtaking summits of the 
rugged High Sierra in California 
and the majestic Cascades in Ore- 
gon and Washington. 


It takes about three months to hike the 
California portion and about another three 
months to hike the Oregon- Washington 
portion of the PCT. But whether you hike 
the entire PCT or just parts of the PCT this 
summer, keep your friends and relatives 
posted with PCT postcards. 



i 


PACIFIC 

POSTCARDS 



Black & White/ 
Map ol PCT 
depicting major trail 
supply stops 
45t ea 


Postcard-Color 
photography 
of typical 
PCT trail sign 
35t ea 


Please make checks payable to 
Brown & Brown • 1431 View Vista Park 
Port Angeles WA 98362 • (206)452-8111 


save.a 

COYOTE* 


EARTH, 


FIRST! 


NO. 100 -WITHOUT WRITING 
NO. 101 - WITH WRITING 

mote - desigh no. ioi available 

IN GREEN, 6REY OR RED ONLY- 
ORDER TAW OR BLUE SHIRTS 
DIRECTLY" FROM EARTH FIRST/ 

INK prints on cotton- Poly 
51END 5HIRT5-BLUE, 6REY 

GREHN AND TAaI 

adultsize-s-m-l-xl 
Kids size-s-m-l 

V/OMAWS FRENCH CUT' IN 
WHITE, BLUE ,TAN -S-M-L- 

-$82= EACH P5STTAID 


son a sheepman 

‘SAVE A COYOTE «» 

NO. 103 



CREW NECK 
SWEATSHIRTS 

SrM-L-XL 
WHITE OR GREY 

AU BE£lGU5©rofV Wrff 

1 MSS -J.IAH-T-S.P-4r. 


BASE&ML 

CAPS 

INK PRINTS 
ON WHITE 
FffeWT 
Black, red 
ORgU/E 

tb % rV 


WILD 

AMERICA 

can be your campus for 
graduate, undergraduate 
or high school * degrees 

* Special junior high school program available 


A One-room Schoolhouse on Wheels 

The Audubon Expedition Institute is 
small groups of inquiring college, high 
school, graduate students, and staff mem- 
bers who travel across the country as a 
learning community. As they camp out 
September-May and summers-hiking. 
canoeing, and skiing— the Expedition vis- 
its people and places to observe, discover, 
question, and develop a practical aware- 
ness of relationships within and between 
America's ecosystems, cultures, and history. 


Our Classroom is Wild America You can’t 
fully learn about the environment or ca- 
reers by sitting in a classroom. That's why 
the Expedition uses a hands-on approach. 
Well teach you practical skills in ecology, 
community development, conservation, 
human relationships, energy use, nutrition, 
as well as the academics of the natural and 
social sciences, music and art, education, 
and personal psychology. Seventy-five ac- 
credited courses are offered. 

Who Should Apply High school, college, 
graduate students, or teachers Q who want 
to experience an environmental education 
alternative Q who want to lead an ecologi- 
cally sound JifeQwho want to ask and find 
answers to important questions about the 
world they live in. 

The Expedition Education Advantage 

□ incorporates all previous undergraduate 
course work □ offers accredited career 
internships, independent study and life 
experience Q awards financial aid, post- 
graduate grants. AA. BA, and MS degrees’ 
Q courses emanate from real-life encoun- 
ters. community process and environ- 
mental issues. 


Send for complete information packet and student newsletter 

NATIONAL AUDUBr * r SOCIETY 
EXPEDITION IN A UTE 

Dept. 9 Sharon • Connecticut 06 69 • < 403) 364-0522 

Students are admitted rt ,ardless of their race. sex. rt gion or national origin 


. TRADITIONAL MUSIC 
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Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependeift alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregioual 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 

Howie Woike's 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided, Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups an( } 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


SPECKING ■ OBfjTRVATOm&S.. WILD RIVERS 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 


(or other rivers) 


COLO 


RA 0° ! 


caVE TH«= - 
HELP Write: 

D n FOR-Colorado Plateau 

Box 338 

Moab, Utah 84532 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES. AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER. 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development 801-259-7008 


WHITE SPIRIT WOLF HYBRIDS 

May/June cubs. Parents are regis- 
tered Wolf/ Alaskan Malamute. 
Native American. Highly intelli- 
gent, sensitive animals. Perfect EF! 
companion. For info: please write 
White Spirit Wolf Hybirds, c/o 
Richard Duncan, POB 248, Deer 
Lodge, MT 59722. 






b€J40 CHECK OR HDttfYCXVC* 

R0.B0X 11325 

5ALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

84147 * 

5EAn.es -F AftooPs ihaviRe 


Forest Planning magazine watch-dogs John Crowell and the Forest 
Service as they attempt to drastically increase timber cutting on the 
national forests. Recent issues of Forest Planning have exposed 
Crowell’s program to exaggerate the costs of wildlife protection, his 
plans to ignore the five-year reforestation standard, and his orders to 
revise plans which didn’t propose as much timber cutting as he’d like. 

Forest Planning is published by CHEC, a non-profit forestry 
consultant firm which is dedicated to providing environmental 
groups with technical expertise at a reasonable cost. CHEC has 
reviewed one-third of all the forest plans published so far, and has 
found serious problems with all of them. CHEC’s review of the 
Santa Fe Forest Plan, for example, led the Forest Service to withdraw 
the Plan for revision. 

Forest Planning is published eleven times a year and costs $15 for 
individuals and non-profit groups. (The Forest Service has to pay 
$20 and timber companies must pay $25.) You can order it by 
writing CHEC, P.O. Box 3479, Eugene, Oregon 97403. 


RAISE BIOREGIONAL CON- 
SCIOUSNESS with KATUAH “Medi- 
cine Allies” T-shirt. Traditional 
\ Southern Appalachian Totems: 
Rattlesnake, Ginseng and Thunder- 
being. 2 color desig- on 100% cotfon. 
S-M-L-XL in silver or ecru. Send $9 
(postpaid) to Two-Bird Exchange, 
POB 327, Highlands, NC 28741. 

FOR SALE: Shares in a remote 
ecofreak community farm in the 
Siskiyou Mountains of southern- 
Oregon. The land is owned in com- 
mon with separate dwellings, and 
has a river, creek, several ponds, 
diverse ecosystems, and is adjacent 
to proposed wilderness. We are into 
Earth First!, living lightly on the 
land, organic gardening and gentle 
interaction as a family. We are not 
into violence, dogs, cows, goats, 
horses, guns, killing or eating ani- 
| mals, and dogmatic religious trips. 
For more info, send SASE to Chant, 
POB 1330, Jacksonville, OR 97530. 

ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST! 
Reach thousands of refined minds 
with yonr slick Madison Avenue 
message in our high-toned, sophis- 
ticated publication. Rates are as 
foUows: 

Full page $110 

Half Page $70 

Fifth Page $35 

Tenth Page $20 

Column Inch $4 

Colums are two inch s wide. Page 
fractions may be done in a variety of 
ways but all ads must be 2, 4, 6, 8 or 
10 inches wide. Ads that do not fit 
these dimensions wifi be PMTed to 
that width and an additional $5 will 
be charged. Ail prices are for camera- 
ready copy. Classified ads are avail- 
able for 10<t a word ($2.50 minimum). 

EARTH FIRST! May I, 1984 



EDUCATIONAL WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 

• HIM IN COMFORT AS OUR FRIENDLY LLAMAS CARRY YOUR LOAD 
■ FEAST ON OUR NATURAL GOURMET MEALS 

• ENJOY THE MOUNTAINS AND FORESTS IN SMALL GROUPS OF 4 TO •. 

• PICNIC DAY HIKES. WEEK END TRIPS. EXTENDED EXPEDITIONS 

• EXPLORE THE ENDANGERED WILDERNESS Or SOUTHWEST OR WJ >N 

AND NORTHWEST CALIFORNIA 
■ KALMIOPSIS ■ RED BUTTES 

m DAKUBETEDE ■ SKY LAKES 

m MOUNTAIN LAKES ■ HIGH SISKIYOUS 

• ROGUE UMPQUA DIVIDE 

FOR MOKE INFORMATION AND A FREE BROCHURE WRITE 
SISKJYOU LLAMA EXPEDITIONS 
1-0 BOX i:\30 JACKSONVILLE. ORE ■F7S3II 


Aren’t most Americans prejudiced 
against nature? 

fttEJVDICE AOAINST NOT RE: A Gt'IDEBOOK 
for the Liberation of Self a Planet 
by Dr. Michael J. Cohen, Director. National 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute $7.80 

Available at your library ■ or bookstore 

— CobBleSmitH— 

FREEPORT. MAINE 04032 
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THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventingtheconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 

* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE — Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE - 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 


HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for .your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By” space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies We send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we’ll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 


±L EXTRA COPIES OF 

" EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Gon- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can make good 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Try to get others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico, CA 95926 for this. 

We also have back issues of EARTH 
FIRST! available. Let us know which issue(s) 
you would like a copy(ies) of. Please send 
li postage (first class) for each copy or 
appropriate third class postage for several. 
Back issues should be ordered from POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301. Back issues available 


-EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis 
& Siskiyous, Deciduous Forest Preserve, Ned 
Ludd’s Tool Box: The Cutting Torch, Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary, 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, Canyon Country Issues, What You Can 
Do As An EF!er, How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

LITHA June 21, 1983: Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Wilderness Preserve System & Map, 
EF! & Watt At Lake Foul, Franklin River 
Victory (Australia), Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 


••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'••••••a* 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 


--Here’s $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 

'Here's $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas. 


Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 


YULEDec.21, 1 981: EF'. Road Show over- 
view, tree spiking, EF! Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1982: Oil & Gas Leasing in 
Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman’s EF! arti- 
cle reprinted from the Progressiw. 

EOSTARMar. 20, 1982: Nukedump in Can- 
yonlands, Mardie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 

BELTANE May 1, 1982: Little Granite 
Creek (Gros Ventre) Oil Rig, G-O Road, How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EFfer. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on; 
{looks & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Ser- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness, N uclear War 
iis an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 21, 1982: Battle of Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia), Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management, 
Earth Bonding (very few copies left). 


SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1983: Sinkyone Blockade, 
Foresit Wilderness Campaign, Rainforest 
Burgers, Bald Mountain in Retrospect, Earth 
First!: The First. Three Years, Review of 
Conservation Biology, Salt Creek as an Epic 
Poem. 

YULE Dec. 22, 1983: Freddies Attack 
Wilds, Why the Forest Service Sucks, 
Utah Wilderness Proposal, Black Rock 
Desert, Sinkyone, Greenpeace in Siberia, 
Coors. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984: Oregon RARE II 
Suit, Idaho Wilderness, Forest Service 
Arrogance Unveiled, Smoke Bombs, 
Stopping Trapping, Coors Invades 
Shenandoah. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1984: Burger King Pro- 
test Set, Shipwrecked Environmentalism, 
Solomon Islands, Bald Mt. Road Crumbles, 
Southern Utah Wilderness, Dave Brower: 
Muir’s Disciple, TYee Spiking. 

OUT OF PRINT ISSUES: Aug. 1, 1982, 
Sept. 21, 1982, Aug. 1, 1983, Sept. 23, 
1983. 


. I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 
. Please change my address: 


. Referred by _ 


Name . 


J Address . 
2 City 


-State, 


—Zip 


2 The EELsubscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use, an alias. 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours - whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $250 and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS & 

SNAKE OIL 



T-SHIRTS 


DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT. 
Black only. 50/50. 


EARTH FIRST! - Fist with 
words “EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth” in 
black on green or red or green on 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 


TOOLS - John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25% polyester. 


FUCK BECHTEL - Tell the 
ultimate multinational corporation 
what you think of them. Designed 
by Bill Turk. Red and black “Bechtel 
Logo” on blue. 100% cotton. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIYES 


NEW BUMPERSTICKER 

EF!’s endorsement for the ’84 
presidential campaign: 

ANYONE BUT REAGAN 

Red and blue on white. Be 
the first on your block to have 
one. 


GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 


SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

(POORS — Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
oors is Anti-Women 
oors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! - Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Comoromise irv 
Defense of Meffher Earth” in red 
ink. Smaller size (shownbelow) 
30 for $1! (20<t postage.) 



NEW CAMO CAPS 

We’re getting new camouflage 
baseball caps. They’re 100% 
cotton front and back, imprint- 
ed with the EF! fist logo and the 
words “Earth First! No compro- 
mise in defense of Mother 
Earth” in black. $7.00 postpaid. 


* HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 



PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


postpaid 

prices 


T-shirts 

$8.50 

French-cut T-shirts 

$9.00 

Bumperstickers 

$1.00 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

$1.25 

Monkeywrenches 

$1.00 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

$7.00 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

$3.00 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

$8.00 

Li’l Green Songbook 

$2.00 

Hayduke Lives Patches 

$3.50 

Beyond the Wall 

$25.00 

Good News 

$20.00 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged. 

how 

many Total 

T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size Color 

French cut or regular 

Glen Canyon Damn 

Size Color 

Defend the Wilderness 

Size Color 

French cut or regular 

Fuck Bechtel (blue) Size 

Tools Size Color 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

Earth First! 

Rednecks for Wilderness . 

Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Hayduke Lives 

Anyone But Reagan 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! (30/sheet) 

Coors ( 1 0/strip) 

CALENDARS 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

SNAKE OIL 

Monkeywrench(s) 


EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 
Li’l Green Songbook(s) 

Hayduke Lives Patches 

BOOKS 


Beyond the Wall • 

Good News • 

OKAY, HERE’S J 

SEND TO: l 

Name • 

Address • 

City - State Zip _ * 

* • • • • •••••• 
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MIDDLE SANTIAM HEATS UP 
15 ARRESTED - MORE TO COME 



240 lb. Mike Roselle can-led away by deputies. 


As we went to press, Sarah Barton 
had refused to sign documents to 
release her from, the Linn County 
Jail and. had begun a hunger strike 
to protest the logging of the Middle 
Santiam Cathedral Forest. For up 
to date information on the Middle 
Santiam issue, contact Oregon 
Earth First! (503 ) 929-0426. 

by Mike Roselle 

Monday. June 4, 1984. It was 
raining hard. We sat around the 
coffee shop while people slowly 
filtered in. By 8 AM there were 22 of 
us gathered for the action, the same 
number as for the previous action 
of May 4th. Many members of the 
earlier group were unable to attend 
this event due to school finals or 
other pressing responsibilities. 


There were, however, many new 
faces, and everyone was eager 
despite the weat her. The coffee was 
good. 

Not being an Oregonian, I thought 
the weather sucked. Others advised 
me that it would clear up any 
minute. They always say that. We 
left the coffee shop and had a circle/ 
meeting in front of the Siuslaw 
National Forest headquarters. The 
action was to take place in the 
Willamette National Forest. We 
thought this would confuse them. 
There were lots of curious Freddies 
peeking out of of the windows and 
wondering what we were doing. A 
few of us went in to ask for maps. 
We then loaded into two trucks and 
drove off. 

Two hours later we arrived at a 
remote logging site about a mile 
from Pyramid Creek, near the 


Middle Santiam River. We had 
another circle. (It may seem to the 
casual observer that we have a lot 
of circles; we do.) ( )mar (( )mar Sher- 
iff - the law) was on the scene. 
Someone must have lipped him off, 
possibly the press. There was no 
alarm since we had planned for the 
possibility. You always take risks 
when you alert a large portion of 
the media. 

Under the eyes of the police and 
the newspaper reporters, we began 
to walk casually down the road to 
where the logging was taking place. 
We talked and sang some blockade 
songs from Australia as we walked. 
It was still raining. 

The workers were at lunch, sitting 
in their crummies and listening to 
Paul Harvey. The deputies were 
staying out of sight for the moment. 
We arrived at the bridge and pro- 
ceeded to occupy it. There were 26 
of us now, a rag tag outfit in our 
variously colored raingear. This was 
our wilderness boundary and no 
vehicles would be allowed to pass. 

When the logging trucks returned 
from the mill for the fresh carcasses, 
they stopped at the bridge. We re- 
fused to move. The driver made no 
attempt to run over us or threaten 
us. He had his Thermos ready. (Next 
action, by god, I’m bringing my 
Thermos. I could have used some 
hot coffee.) The deputies arrived 
on the scene. Thinking most of 
us would disperse when asked to 
leave, as in the last action, one 
informed us that we were breaking 
the law. We informed him that we 
were here to protect and defend 
the wilderness, and that we were 
not leaving until all work was 
stopped. 

The officer eyed our determined 
group and asked in slight disbelief, 
“None of you are moving?" “That’s 
correct,” was our reply. This seemed 
to surprise the deputies since they 
had only two Blazers in which to 
put us. It would take two hours to 
get another vehicle up to the site. 
We sat down. The officers unloaded 
their spare tires and other assorted 
cop equipment from the back of 
their Blazers and put them in a 
Willamette Industries truck. They 
came back and placed us all under 
arrest. One by one they proceeded 
to carry us off the bridge to the 
waiting Blazers. It was slow work 
and they were careful not to hurt 
anyone. A total of 15 people were 
arrested and squeezed into the two 
vehicles. The rest left the bridge 
voluntarily and were not arrested. 
The police thought the action was 
over, but in reality, it had just begun. 

It was a one hour ride over rain- 
soaked logging roads to the mobile 


booking station they had set up at a 
closed-down restaurant on Huy. 20. 
At the previous action, protesters 
were cited and released here. The 
Freddies tried to down play the 
seriousness of our last action to the 
press by stating that there were no 
arrests made, and no one was taken 
to jail. This time it was different. 
Everyone refused to give their 
names or any other information. 
The cops were not going to get to 
use their nifty little mobile booking 
station. We were all taken the 51 
miles to the Linn County Jail. 

continued on page 5 
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HELP! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

•MONEY — Oregon Earth First! 
needs your financial support now 
to keep the Middle Santiam block- 
ade going. Dig down deep in your 
pockets or checkbook and send 
what you can - a buck, two, five, 
ten, twenty or a hundred. Make 
checks out to Oregon Earth First! 
and send them to Oregon Earth 
First! POB 3953 Eugene, OR 
97403. Do it today! 

•HELP - If you can take part or 
support in any way the Middle 
Santiam Blockade, contact Ore- 
gon Earth First!. Contact the EF! 
Oregon office: Rt 1 Box 4 Philo- 
math. OR 97370 (503) 929-6426. 
There is room to stay and work. 
Other phone numbers for EF! in 
Oregon are: 686-3935, 686-4356 
and 345-2392. 


ROUND RIVER 
RENDEZVOUS 

July 5-9, 1984 
Heron, Montana 

The 5th Annual Earth First! Round River Rendezvous will focus 
on the mining threat to the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness Area 
and to grizzly habitat by ASARCO, US Borax and the US Forest 
Service; and on Forest Service mismanagement in general. This is 
the BIG Earth First! gathering of the year. Meet other Earth 
Firstiers from around the country, organize to fight the Forest 
Service and other wildemess-despoilers in your area and the 
nation. Meet with members of Oregon Earth First! now blockading 
the Middle Santiam Cathedral Forest from Forest Service clear- 
cutting. There will be guided field trips into the threatened Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness, workshops on direct action in defense of 
the wilderness and on organizing local Earth First! groups. 

Speakers will include grizzly bear expert Doug Peacock, Oregon 
blockaders Cecelia Ostrow and Marcy Willow, deep ecologist Prof. 
Bill Devall, poets Lone Wolf Circles and Antler, Dave Foreman, and 
others. Music will be performed by Cecelia Ostrow, Wobblie Bob 
Phillips, and more! 

Prepare to camp. Bring your own food, beer, etc. Bring something 
to bar-b-que Saturday night. NO DOGS, PLEASE! For further 
information, call Gary & Barb Steele in Montana(406) 745-3212 or 
Earth First! (916) 343-6547 before July 5. Contact your local EF! 
contact listed in EF! to arrange for carpooling. After July 5, call 
(406) 847-2209. See the map on page 7 for directions to the RRR. 

DEFEND THE 
GRIZZLY RALLY 

Saturday, July 7 
12-6 PM 
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Around the Campfire 




Let me apologize to those of you 
who ordered trinkets and snake oil 
front us and had to wait a ridiculous 
length of time to get your stuff. We 
really are sorry. We ran out of Hay- 
duke patches and it took 2 months 
to have more made; our hat supplier 
was out of camouflage hats and it 
took nearly 2 months to get them: 
our new batch of bumperstickers 
seemed to take forever to get here; 
our t-shirt supplier was out of 
several colors we wanted; and — 
finally - there was an absurd chain 
of snafus on getting the copies of 
BEYOND THE WALL for Ed Abbey 
to autograph. We have filled all our 
orders now. You should have what 
you ordered. If we have screwed up 
somehow and anybody reading this 
has not gotten something they’ve 
ordered, let us know and it will be 
sent posthaste. I can assure you 
that we will do everything possible 
not to get into this situation again. 
We now have enough orders coming 



into have a cash flow where we can 
keep everything in stock and order 
new inventory in plenty of time so 
we won’t run out. Again, we really 
are sorry for the delay and incon- 
venience. Gawd, I never thought I’d 
have to be a clothing merchandiser 
to be an environmentalist... 

Our subscription campaign is do- 
ing quite well and we may actually 




double the number of subscriptions 
to Earth First! by November. Re- 
member that we are offering prizes 
for recruiting new subscriptions. 
First place is a 10 day float trip on 
Texas’- Lower Canyons of the Rio 
Grande with Mitch W.vss’ Kingfisher 
Float Trips. Second place is a week 
long backpack in the Northern 
Rockies or Southwestern Deserts 
with Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions and Third Place is a 
trip for two with Chant and Melanie 
Trillium’s Siskiyou Llama Expedi- 
tions. You have to recruit a mini- 
mum of 20 new subscribers to win. 
No one has yet gotten that many. 
See the subscription page for 
details. If you’d like to know how 
many new subscribers you’re 
responsible for, drop me a note. 

Speaking of trips, Nancy and I 
will be off to Alaska for the month 
of August to rouse the rabble in 
Juneau and take in some BIG 
wilderness. If any of you Alaskans 
would like to arrange for me to 
speak in your area, let me know as 
soon as possible so we can set it up. 

After we get back from Alaska in 
September, we will be moving to 
Tucson, Arizona, and Earth First! 
will be published out of Cactus 
Country. The newspaper’s new ad- 
dress will be listed in the August 1 
issue of EF! but our address for 
subscriptions and orders will re- 
main in Ely. The year I’ve spent in 
Chico has certainly been a good 
one and many people have made it 
that: the fine conservationists here 
in town who have helped mail out 
this newspaper, Jack & Ed at Ed’s 
Printing who have done all our 
printing (except for the newspaper) 
as well as half-tones and PMT’s, the 
great bunch at Typografx who have 
done an excellentjob of typesetting 
the paper (although I’m not sure 
they realized how much work they 
were in for when I first walked 
through their door), Scott Laursen 


who has silk screened our shirts 
(and repaired the bus), Brad Rich- 
ards who has developed and printed 
film for the paper, and Charles 
Withuhn who has done some out- 
standing posters for us. Thanks 
everybody! 

No doubt many of you wonder 
about our bizarre publication 
schedule of 8 times a year. We’ve 
simply gone back to our roots and 
picked out the good ’ol nature holi- 
days from Europe before the Christ- 
ian conquest. The 8 dates are the 
solstices and equinoxes and the 
dates in between. Our year begins 
with Samhain (Nov. 1) and goes to 
Yule (Dec. 21), Brigid (Feb. 2), 
Eostar (March 20), Beltane (May 
1), Litha (June 20), Lughnasadh 
(Aug. 1), and Mabon (Sept. 22). We 
try to mail out Earth First! before 
the date on it and it takes about 1 
week for delivery in California and 
up to 3 weeks for delivery to towns 
where we have only 1 subscriber. 
(If you want 1st Class delivery, send 
us an extra 5 bucks a year; or if you 
want airmail delivery overseas, 
that’s $10 extra a year - see the 
subscription form.) Deadlines for 
copy for each issue are 5 weeks 
before the cover date although slack 
can be given for important late- 
breaking news stories. If you do 
send in material, type it (or at least 
very carefully print it) and double- 
space it, damnit! I will no longer 
accept chicken scratehings on toilet 
paper, I will not try to translate it 
for the typesetter and it will be 
returned to you. 

Earth Firstlers throughout the US 
of A and Australia have sure been 
active lately. This issue is chock 
full of news on what has been 
happening and what’s going to be 
happening. Stay tuned for late- 
breaking news on the Middle 
Santiam, Cabinet Mountains, Dain- 
tree Rainforest, Burger King, Key 
Largo, Sinkyone, Canyonlands 
Nuke Dump, Tucson gold mine... 

See you at the Round River Ren- 
dezvous! 

-DF 


CLEARCUT 
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For Subscriptions, Merch- 
andise Orders, Donations, 
Inquiries, General Corres- 
pondence, to correspond 
with Wildcat Annie 

POB 235, Ely, Nev- 
ada 89301 (702) 289-8636. 
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CLIPPINGS 

Please send any newspa- 
per clippings mentioning 
Earth First! or subjects of 
interest to us at 230 W. 7th 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thank you! 
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CAT TRACKS 

by Chim Blea 


THE BIG OUTSIDE 

Certain events act as triggers, 
releasing ancient memories, reignit- 
ing lost emotions. I experienced 
such an event recently when I 
went to see the movie Iceman. 
Afterwards, as I sat in a suburban 
backyard, watching the Great Bear 
circle the North Star in the night 
sky, I realized how like the Neander- 
thal I was, how hemmed in, trapped, 
prodded and probed by an uncom- 
prehending and incomprehensible 
artificiality. How we all are. 

Nearly sixty years ago, Will Dilg 
uttered his primal cry, “I am weary 
of civilization’s madness. I long for 
the unharnessed freedom of the big 
outside.” 

The big outside... 

You can taste the reality in those 
words. Feel it. Smell it. 

The big outside. The world un- 
bound by civilized fetters. The 
world green and fresh and pure. 
The world without the oily grime of 
industry. The world unstained with 
the blood of murder. The world 
without plowed land, without great 
heaps of bleached, wasted bones, 
without asphalt. 

The big outside. How we have 
hemmed it in. And we have hemmed 


it in not only on the Seven Seas, 
and in the Black Forest, ultima 
Thule, the Great American Desert, 
the Outback, the Amazon, and the 
Congo. ..but we have hemmed in 
the big outside in our minds. 

As Will Dilg was screaming at the 
insanity of human civilization, 
Rosalie Edge was precisely observ- 
ing, “I have seen too many ironed- 
out, and often bitter, conservation- 
ists in professional jobs." Haven't 
we all? ' 

How long has it been since we 
ambled the mountains with Muir, 
seeking their glad tidings? How long 
since we watched with Aldo Leo- 
pold as the Round River flowed back 
into herself? How long since revel- 
ling in a great slog through virgin 
land with Bob Marshall? 

John Muir pointed to the Sierra 
and said, "Up there is my home.” It 
is. It is, indeed. The real world is the 
natural world, it is not the world of 
the artifices of the technopolis. That 
world is a fantasy, a nightmare, no 
more real than Disneyland. It is 
make believe. And yet its neon 
blinds our eyes, its amps deafen our 
ears, its wine dulls our tongue, its 
nylon lies to our fingers, its exhaust 
deadens our nose. Like the Iceman, 
frozen in time, we are strangers to 
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this world of plastic and metal. As 
his body was frozen for 40,000 
years, our body has been. His mind 
is our mind, his body ours. 

We know that intuitively, al- 
though intuition has been outlawed 
in this brave new world. Ed Abbey 
is right: be “a part-time crusader, a 
half-hearted fanatic.”“(E)ncounter 
the grizz. climb the mountains, bag 
the peaks, run the rivers...” Enjoy 
the wild as well as fight for it. 

You cannot fight for that which 
you do not know. You cannot tri- 
umph unless you have lived. You 
are not alive without the wild. 

Chim Blea is a long-time wilderness 
activist. Her nom de guerre is that 
given to the mountain lion by the 
Indians of Baja California. 


Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 

Dear EF! 

I was amazed by the gall and 
hypocrisy shown by Tom Stoddard 
writing an essay entitled Wilder- 
ness and Wildlife appearing in the 
Eostar Edition. Here is a man com- 
plaining about the adverse effects 
of human over-population on 
wilderness and wildlife who has 
over-produceed 4 children of his 
own. 

I agreed with many of the things 
he said, but the brutal, debasing act 
of capital punishment was not one. 

Which 3 of his 4 children does he 
wish to eliminate to give his crusade 
some validity? Maybe, he can keep 
2, since I have none. And, I am a 
Roman Catholic. 

- Donald E. Ash 

Tom Stoddard Replies: Let me 

apologize for my four children but 
they were bom over twenty years 
ago in afar different world (400 
million Chinese and 2 billion total 
humans). While I admit my culpa- 
bility, I did not mention anywhere 
in my essay either quota killing or 
unjustified killing of anyone. I see 
only two ways to stop the popula- 
tion explosion — lower the birth 
rate and/or raise the death rate. 
Most commentators choose to dis- 
cuss the easier birth rate. I decided 
to stick my neck out and comment 
mi the death rate. 

I am always surprised how a 
touchy subject brings an over- 
reading and over-reaction like the 
one we always hear from hard core 
civil libertarians when any right 
is discussed: “We 'll be back to a Nazi 
regime and the concentration 
camps in no time. ” Hogwash . Either 
they're deluding themselves about 
the future or they know nothing 
about Nazi Germany. Let me offer 
the flip side of human concern. A 
Roman Catholic acquaintance of 
mine, while discussing endangered 
wildlife, said, “I think we ought to 
quickly kill the few individuals left 
and get the agony over with. Then 
we can get on with the job of spend- 
ing our time and money saving 
humans. ” 

Dear Earth First! 

Enclosed is a moneyorder for ten 
dollars. Please send a gift subscrip- 
tion in my name to my mother. I 
know it’s late (I’m going to call, too) 
but if you could get April’s EF! to 
her by Mother’s Day, it’d be much 
appreciated! 

- Ohio 


Dear EF! 

I’ve read with satisfaction the 
growing number of articles in EF! 
including livestock grazing as one 
of the major destructive forces 
against the environment. These 
hooved locusts and their masters 
have been getting away with 
murder for decades under the pro- 
tection and guidance of various 
government agencies and John 
Wayne. 

Here in Arizona, 85% of all land is 
behind barbed wire and one can 
see the destructive effects of the 
grazing industry almost every- 
where. For every cow or sheep 
added to an ecosystem, there is a 
corresponding and much greater 
loss to wildlife, vegetation, topsoil, 
water quality & quantity, etc. There 
are an almost endless number of 
related detrimental effects, from 
tens of thousands of miles of barbed 
wire fences, the clearing of millions 
of acres by chaining, burning and 
spraying herbicides, and the loss of 
millions of taxpayer dollars to sub- 
sidize the grazing industry to such 
things as watching out for cattle in 
roadways, trampling of Indian ruins, 
and dodging cow pies in camp- 
grounds. More people need to be 
made aware of the full extent of the 
grazing problem so livestock can be 
removed from where they shouldn’t 
have been in the first place. 

-U 


Dear EF! 

You might tell people about the 
National Coalition Against the 
Misuse of Pesticides (NCAMP) new- 
sletter “Pesticides and You.” It has 
good updates and information and 
costs $5 a year. It can be ordered 
from: NCAMP c/o Friends of the 
Earth 530 7th St. SE Washington, 
DC 20003 (202) 543-4312. 

-FB 

Dear Earth First! 

In your article about the Burger 
King protest, you let McDonalds off 
the hook because they get their beef 
domestically. Well, land stripped to 
raise cattle or grow feed for cattle is 
just as worthy of saving if it’s in 
Missouri or Nebraska as if it’s in 
Central America. And a couple of 
issues back, one of your articles 
criticized people for buying red- 
wood to use on their decks and 
thereby creating a demand to strip 
those beautiful forests California 
has. I felt bad about this for a while 
(I have a redwood deck), but then I 
wondered if the guy who wrote the 
article felt bad about the oak book- 
case or the walnut coffee table he 
has and the little piece of the Ozarks 
that was destroyed to furnish them. 

My point is that everything we 
consume impacts some part of the 
Earth. I believe that the Brazilian’s 
or Californian’s part of the Earth is 
worth saving. I hope they feel that 
way about mine. 

- Lewis McCann 
Missouri 


Dear EF! 

Your newspaper’s a welcome change 
from the usual ass-kissing, (often) 
amoral scribes of so many other 
environmental groups. It’s about 
time we eco-radicals started making 
demands of the petty bureaucrats 
that daily sell their souls to the 
Devil by letting the timber, mining 
and grazing companies plunder the 
Earth. I still believe we’re all One, 
and hopefully one day the feverish 
fatcats will also realize it and stop 
fouling and destroying our own nest 
on this precious planet. Until then, 
there’s a distinct us & them, and we 
should resist their destructive 
efforts against nature with all means 
at our disposal short of bodily harm. 

- Berkeley 


Dear EF! 

If you need an extra body for 
campaigns in this area, please let 
me know. Beyond the park boun- 
daries one practically has to swim 
through the Pampers and beer 
bottles, and the rainwater finds it 
quick and easy to use ORV tracks 
for its race to the sea. Pretty soon 
the little rock gardens and pink sand 
valleys will all be gone. I just got 
word that the BLM intends to chain 
down 2200 acres of pinyon and 
juniper forest in the Henry Moun- 
tains next September. Can anything 
be done to stop them? 

- Moab 


Dear friends, 

I’ve always been moved by 
environmental issues, but as I read 
the front page of the Bangor Daily 
News this morning, it suddenly hit 
me that the time has come to be 
more than “moved.” It’s time to get 
moving. 

The Great Northern Paper Com- 
pany proposed to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission last 
week that a dam be built at Big 
Amberjackmockemus Falls on the 
West Branch of the Penobscot River. 


Not only does this river contain 
what many claim is Maine's most 
valuable aquatic environment, it 
has the nation’s most extended 
whitewater season east of the 
Mississippi. The dam would flood 
900 acres of forest. While it might 
be fun to blow the dam up after it is 
built, we need to stop it before it 
gets to that stage. 

— Maine 

Dear EF! 

Here’s some green stuff to help 
fund no compromise defense of 
Mother Earth and for the Grizzly 
Defense League of the Mirror 
Plateau. Any chance the League 
could make a road trip to deal with 
the anti-wilderness deadwood that 
populates the Forest Service here 
in northern California? The news- 
paper is top-notch and so are all of 
you amigos. 

- Skunk Cabbage 

Dear friends, 

Please allow me to become a 
subscriber to Ea rth Fi rst! I’ve taken 
part in some actions where the 
“don’t do anything provocative” 
types would have given all initiative 
to the despoilers. My motto is “keep 
the initiative, keep trying, and run 
fast.” It’s amazing how unfit police 
and rednecks are - in the wilder- 
ness, those who are “at home" there 
can, while small in number, have a 
huge effect. 

— Australia 

Dear EF! 

This has been one of those months 
where I would have done well to 
attend one of those “despair work- 
shops” John Seed was talking about. 
Watching the ever-increasing des- 
truction of the earth, from that kid 
tearing up the hillsides on his dirt 
bike to the damning of rivers, some- 
times gets a person feeling like 
there’s really no purpose in trying 
to stop what’s inevitable. As John 
Seed said, “Change is still possible, 
but not likely.” 


But. ..while reading through the 
Beltane Edition of Earth First!, I 
found my attitude improving. The 
variety of ideas and opinions were 
a needed reminder. If the world 
situation stinks, so what? All we 
can do about it is what we can do. 
And if all we can do is try to change 
things on a smaller scale in our 
immediate surroundings, then so 
what? That's the way it is. 

The smiling srnokey in the front 
page cartoon really gave me a sur- 
prise! He's an exact replica of a head 
ranger we knew at a ranger station 
in the Gila National Forest when 
we lived there some years ago. Truly 
a cow's best friend! 

I read the article in Ned Ludd 
"Correcting Forest Service Signs” 
with interest as this was something 
we tried out in the Gila NF. It was 
fun and really did improve the 
accuracy of the public sign. We 
didn't go to the trouble of making a 
whole new bottom to the sign, we 
just painted the letters “Ab” above 
and to the left of “Uses” and it looked 
fairly official and got the point 
across. The Freddies painted over 
this improvement for a number of 
months and then we noticed while 
driving by one day that the sign had 
been completely removed! 

— Arizona 

MOVING? 

SEND 
US YOUR 
NEW 

ADDRESS! 
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CATHEDRAL FOREST ACTION GROUP 
FIGHTS FOR OREGON OLD GROWTH 


After months of rumors and pro- 
mises, environmentalists are 
nervous about the imminent Ore- 
gon Wilderness Bill. In April a group 
of Oregon Earth Firstlers (some of 
them veterans of the Bald Mountain 
blockades last summer) met at 
C ecelia Ostrow's cabin on Big Creek 
on the Oregon coast. Big Creek's 
Roosevelt elk and silverspotted 
butterflies are threatened with a 
multi-million dollar resort financed 
by tax-exempt state bonds. Logging 
around the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
continues. Old growth trees at 
Wassen Creek. Hardesty Mountain. 
Drift Creek, and the Middle Santiam 
are being cut or threatened. Less 
than 20".. of the 4.5 million unpro- 
tected roadless acres are listed in 
the Oregon "wilderness" bill. It is 
hard to decide where to begin to 
protect these millions of acres. 
Heartfelt commitment and energy 
are flowing but the logistics are 
overwhelming. Many environ- 
mental advocates have worked long 
and hard on the legislative process, 
lobbying, filing timber appeals and 
lawsuits, for years on end. For many 
of us the resulting piece of legisla- 
tion. probably the last omnibus 
wilderness bill in Oregon, is a great 
disappointment. Congress is giving 
protection to an infinitesimal rem- 
nant of the Northwest's great forests 
and then accusing environmen- 
talists of ruining the economy and 
refusing to compromise. The politi- 
cos in Washington. D.C. are washing 
their bioodv hands of the dirty issue. 

The infamous RARE II is moot 
and little stands in the path of the 
Forest Sendee’s timber sales to the 
pockets of old growth that remain. 
There are many small areas that 
desen e protection and large areas 
that need reclaiming. The largest 
old growth Douglas fir forest re- 
maining in Oregon is in the Middle 
Santiam drainage east of Eugene in 
the Willamette National Forest. 
There are trees 5-8 feet in diameter. 
200-300 feet tall and 250-700 years 
old. It is the last large reserve in 
Oregon for old growth-dependent 
wildlife species and may be the 
densest stand of living biological 
material on earth except for the 
redwoods, even surpassing tropical 
rainforests. There have been num- 
erous timber sales in the area, ten 
of them on Pyramid Creek, which 
empties into the Middle Santiam, 
the longest stretch of wild unroaded 
river in the western Oregon Cas- 
cades. The Pyramid Creek road 
(L'SFS 2041 ). intended for hauling 
out the trees, has been moved num- 
erous times from under massive 
landslides and now sits on the 
Middle Santiam floodplain. Steep, 
unstable slopes are being undercut 
by miles of roads and clearcuts and 
end up as silt in the creeks and 
rivers. Some of the slides are down 
to bedrock and will recover only on 
a geological time scale. 

In 1981 a Pyramid timber sale 
appeal by the Middle Santiam 
Wilderness Committee was denied. 
In 1982 the MSWC filed a suit 
claiming the Pyramid sales and the 
rerouting of USFS Road 2041 were 
illegal, based on insufficient RARE II 
considerations. The MSWC wanted 

35.000 acres of the Middle Santiam 
protected. The House version of the 
Oregon Wilderness Bill proposed 

25.000 acres, and then reduced that 


figure to 19.500 acres to accomodate 
existing timber sales. Senator Mark 
Hatfield's version proposes a miser- 
ly 7500 acres in the Santiam and 
4800 acres in the nearby Menagerie. 
In 1983. the MSWC. with the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council and the 
Sierra Club, asked for a temporary 
restraining order to halt construc- 
tion activities on L'SFS 2041: the 
request was denied. A summary 
judgment filed by the MSWC was 
also denied, as were 7 more timber 
sale appeals. 

This year the Sweet Home Dis- 
trict Ranger quit the Forest Service 
to take an executive position with 
Clear Lumber Company, which 
operates in the area. The acting 
district ranger lied to the MSWC, 
saying no operations were occuring 
in the Pyramid sale area, when in 
fact cutting was underway. The 
MSWC and others filed for a stay of 
action: L'.S. District Court Judge 
Panner ruled against them. The 
appeal was placed on an "expedited 
schedule." Meanwhile the clear- 
cutting and roadbuilding continued. 

On May 5. the Cathedral Forest 
Action Group was formed by mem- 
bers of the MSWC. Oregon Earth 
Firstlers. and other concerned 
citizens. Twenty-two members then 
sat on boxes of dynamite which 
were to be used to blast a hillside to 
provide rock that would be crushed 
and spread on the logging road. 
Cecelia Ostrow. Leo Hund, Brian 
Heath, Linda Sebring, Mike Oswald 
ar.d Steve Petersson were arrested 
for disorderly conduct, and later 
sentenced to perform 20 hours of 
community service. On May 7, thirty 
angry CFAG members occupied the 
Willamette National Forest head- 
quarters in Eugene and confronted 
Supervisor Mike Kerrick, who 
admitted clearcutting the old 
growth but claimed he was follow- 
ing the lftw of the land. A week later 
CFAG confronted Regional Forester 
Jeff Sirmon in Portland. He would 
say only that he was there to listen; 
he refused to follow Kerrick’s lead 
in admitting poor forest manage- 
ment. Road shows with slides of the 
Santiam by Steve Walti, music by 
Cecelia and Windsong, and expert 
information by Brian Heath were 
held in Portland, Eugene and 
Corvallis. By the Memorial Day 
weekend the Cathedral Forest 
Action Group had grown to a 
hundred members. A memorial 
wake was held for the trees that 
have fallen and strategy for future 
actions was considered. 

The Cathedral Forest Action 
Group is making its stand in the 
Santiam Cathedral Forest, an 80,000 
acre wilderness which includes 
both the Middle Santiam and the 
Old Cascades Wilderness proposals. 
We stand for: 

1-)A complete moratorium on cut- 
ting and roadbuilding in our old 

growth ecosystems; 



by George Draffan 



2) An immediate closure of USFS 
Road 2041 in the Middle Santiam 
drainage. This is an illegal road 
constructed on a flood plain in 
front of a massive moving land- 
slide; 

3) Preservation of the entire 80,000 
acre Santiam Cathedral Forest; 

4) A fundamental restructuring of 
Forest Service policy in the Paci- 
fic Northwest. The Forest Service 
should protect our forests, not 
cut them. 

We remember the great forests of 
the Pacific Northwest. We will pro- 
tect what remains of them. 


George Draffan is a veteran of last 
year's Bald Mountain Road Block- 
ade and is an Earth First! activist 
with the Cathedral Forest Action 
Group. He lives in Eugene. 


CATHEDRAL FOREST WILDERNESS DECLARATION 

The last significant stands of Oregon’s old growth cathedral forests 
are being destroyed. The so-called 1984 Oregon Forest Wilderness Bill 
not only fails to protect the major remaining forested wilderness in 
Oregon, but opens it to accelerated development by removing even 
the flimsy protection of the RARE II planning process: therefore; we 
offer our own protection for these lands. 

We believe that all things are connected, that whatever we do to the 
earth, we do to ourselves. If we destroy our remaining wild places, we 
will ultimately destroy our identity with the earth: wilderness has 
values for humankind which no scientist can synthesize, no economist 
can price, and no technological distraction can replace. 

We believe that we should protect in perpetuity these wild places, 
not only for our own sake, but for the sake of the plants and animals 
and for the good of the sustaining earth. The forests, like us, are living 
things: wilderness should exist intact solely for its own sake; no human 
justification, rationale, or excuse is needed. 

We perceive the earth is dying. We pledge ourselves to turning this 
process around, to stopping the destruction, so that the earth can 
become alive, clean, and healthy once again. 

We call on the United States government to preserve the forests of 
the Pacific Northwest as some of many irreplaceable treasures of our 
great continent. 

On behalf of all citizens of the earth community, we declare the 
Oregon Cathedral Forest — all that which remains of Oregon’s old 
growth ecosystems - an inviolable wilderness for all time. 
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SANTIAM (Cont) 



They didn’t want to take us to the 
jail. It wasn’t because they liked us, 
but because there wasn’t any room 
in the jail. In fact, the jail was 
seriously overcrowded, and they 
were already facing legal challenges 
due to the poor conditions. We were 
aware of this, but wished to see for 
ourselves. 

Many officers were on hand to 
receive us, hoping to process us as 
quickly as possible and go home. 
We discovered that they don’t 
receive extra pay for working over- 
time. This is probably why they 
were mad when we still refused to 
give them any information. It was 
sort of a stand-off. I was rather 
enjoying the whole thing and was 
in no great hurry. They tried yelling 
at us. They tried being indifferent. 
They even tried being nice and 
almost pleading with us to give our 
names so they could book us and go 
home. We finally agreed. 

We were mugshot and finger 
printed and the 15 of us were stuffed 
into two 4 person cells, 8 women in 
one cell and 7 men in the other. 
They put me in the wrong cell. I 
was put in the men’s. 

Although conditions were less 
than ideal, the night we spent 
wasn’t too terribly uncomfortable. 
The food was bad, however. We 
were taken to court at noon the 
next day. The women were taken in 
separately, and protested, insisting 
we all be charged together. The 
court refused their demands. They 
refused bail and were taken back to 
their cells. The Judge was mad. The 
D.A. was mad. The Sheriff was mad. 
Now it was our turn. They led us 
into the courtroom. 

After trying to intimidate the 
women had backfired on them, they 
were much nicer to us. After a long 
discussion with the Judge, who was 
trying to hide his impatience, and 
many objections from the D.A. and 
the Sheriff, all but two of us men 
signed release agreements. There 
was no bail. The only condition was 
that we remain law abiding citizens. 
We could return to the logging site. 
Two of the men, however, refused 
to sign and were taken back to their 
cells. 

At the time of this writing, every- 
one has signed the release agree- 
ment except Sarah Barton, who told 
the Judge that her conscience 
would not let her sign anything that 
would prevent her from interfering 
with the ongoing destruction in the 
Middle Santiam. The struggle will 
continue. We need your support. 


On Tuesday, June 5, other protest- 
ers sat in the lobby of the Willamette 
National Forest office in Eugene, 
demanding to see Forest Supervisor 
Mike Kerrick. Kerrick stalled for an 
hour. Then EFIers were directed to 
a conference room. Kerrick finally 
entered to face protesters, charges 
of false promises, the press, and a 
sign that read: ‘Kerrick Stop Plun- 
dering America’s Heritage.’ 

He had promised several weeks 
earlier that the Cathedral Forest 
Action Group would be notified 
before any more cutting was done. 
But the group was notified AFTER 
the cuts happened this past week. 
The gist of Kerrick’s reply to ques- 
tions about this was that he didn’t 


know what was going on up there. 
He insisted he was breaking no 
laws. Brian Heath told him: “It’s 
hardly justice to be cutting trees 
down while the courts are making 
decisions as to whether or not to 
cut the trees down." 

The protesters’ heated, emo- 
tional, but formidable questions 
were met by bland bureaucratese. 
Finally, David Zupan asked Kerrick: 

“Who are you working for?” 

“I work for my boss.” 

"You represent a minority — 
people who are going a make a profit 
from this crime. Why don’t you call 
a spade a spade? Say you’re working 
for the timber industry.” 

"I won’t say that.” 


OLD GROWTH FACT SHEET 

In 1900, 28 million acres of forest land lay in a strip 100 miles wide by 
500 miles long in western Oregon and Washington. L'.S. Geological 
Surveys indicate that about 10“-. of this land in Oregon and 15°o in 
Washington was second growth arising after fires. As much as 90“-. of 
western Oregon's forests was in old growth when Europeans first 
arrived. 

Only l'k of this magnificent forest had been logged by 1900. 

— 14% was cut over by 1928. 

- 66% was gone by 1946. One report stated that only 3.5 million acres 
of “splendid old growth" remained. 

No one knows exactly how much old growth is left today. We do know 
that annual loss and removal has been three times higher than growth 
for the last 30 years. 

Foresters had two classifications for old growth stands: "big.” and 
“average." Since industry took the best trees first, "big" old growth is 
essentially extinct. The more productive private lands are now virtually 
all either second growth or unregenerated clearcuts. 

The Willamette National Forest was 26" old growth in 1981, but the 
majority of that is either in high elevation sites, dry sites, or poor sites 
for trees to grow. The Siuslaw National Forest is about 3"-. old growth 
today: the largest stand is less than 1 .00f > acres in size. 

We do know how much old growth is PRESERVED in Oregon — about 
10 stands averaging 5< M »-2i >< Hi acres in size. They include: 

FRENCH PETE CREEK ( Three Sisters Wilderness): 

SEPARATION CREEK ( Three Sisters Wilderness): 

CHIMNEY PEAK RESEARCH NATURAL AREA (Middle Santiam 
roadless area): 

BULL RUN; 

LOOKOUT MT. (Andrew s Experimental Forest), plus other Andrews 
stands; 

CHERRY CREEK RESEARCH NATURAL AREA: 

CASCADE HEAD: and 
CRATER LAKE 

All other areas, unless they are included in the 1984 Oregon 
Wilderness Bill, are scheduled for harvest at some point. Even Forest 
Service planning reserves are subject to harvest: 

—“Old grow th groves." which average 30-60 acres in size, can be 
harvested at 50% of their potential full yield. Salvage logging is also 
permitted in these areas. (Ecologists consider downed logs an 
essential part of an old growth ecosystem.) The rotation age of an 
“old growth grove" is 200 years. (Ecologists think that 250 years 
are needed for a forest in the Cascades to develop old growth 
characteristics.) 

-“Scenic corridors" are subject to 75".. harvests. 

The current practice of reducing old growth to small islands in vast 
seas of commercially-managed forests is distinctly harmful to wildlife. 

Compared to the dozen or so preserved tracts of old growth, averaging 
about 1,000 acres each in size, consider the land requirements of some 
native species of animals: 

— One adult black bear has a home range of 3.500 acres; 

-One adult fisher (mammal: predator) has a home range of 5,000 
acres; 

—One adult otter has a home range of 10,000 acres: 

— One adult w olverine alts a home range of 16.000 acres; 

-One adult bobcat has a home range of 19.000 acres: 

—One adult cougar has a home range of 100.000 acres. 

Mated pairs and viable populations (populations with diverse enough 
gene pools to reproduce themselves over time) obviously require more 
space than this. While the species mentioned can use other habitats, 
old grow th is their primary habitat. Forty vertebrate species cannot 
meet their habitat requirements outside old growth. 

The grizzly, wolf and fisher are already extinct in Oregon. The lynx, 
wolverine and spotted owl are about to follow. 




Memorial Day wake for Santiam old growth. 
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MINE THREATENS SAGUARO NATIONAL MONUMENT 


by Pablo Desierto 


Early in May, Arizona Earth 
Firstlers uncovered revived activity 
at an old gold mine in the Tucson 
Mountains. The mine sits directly 
on the border of Saguaro National 
Monument, most of which is desig- 
nated wilderness. The land which 
the mine is on is managed by the 
BLM. It is an isolated L section 
surrounded on all sides by the 
National Monument and private 
property. It is in a sensitive area 
of foothills, washes, lush natural 
Sonoran vegetation and abundant 
wildlife. 

Saguaro National Monument is 
the largest remaining protected 
expanse of pure Sonoran Desert 
ecosystem bordering the Tucson 
area. It was established in 1961 
largely to protect this fine remnant 
of Sonoran desert front mining 
activities. A couple of small historic 
mines were not included within the 
Monument boundaries at that time. 

One of those mines not absorbed 
into the Monument is the "Old Yuma 
Mine.” It recorded production from 
1916 to 1947 and yielded a minor 
amount of silver, gold, lead and 
other minerals. Since 1947 it has 
been passed from claimant to claim- 


ant for speculative purposes. The 
historic mine is a small tunnel and 
a tailings pile less than one half 
acre in size. Most of it had been 
largely reclaimed by natural pro- 
cesses since 1947. 

On May 1st, "Prickly Pear." an 
Earth Firstlerand area resident was 
riding a horse up the wash in the 
area, along an established bridal 
path that leads to the Monument. 
She discovered dozer tracks in the 
wash and followed them to their 
source where she found a full acre 
of freshly bladed and cleared desert 
along with newly bladed spur roads 
around the mine. She met a miner 
packing a pistol and wearing a 
security badge, who asked what she 
wanted. In Oscar winning "Fron- 
tierswoman” form. Prickly Pear 
succeeded in gaining the trust of 
the lacky who told her everything 
she wanted to know and a little 
more. 

She immediately phoned Arizona 
Earth First! contact Pablo Desierto. 
and the two of them began an 
intense investigation and alert 
campaign. The next day they met 
with Tucson Citizen reporter Tony 
Davis at the site, and spoke at length 
on the phone with Arizona Daily 
Star reporter Jane Kay; both of 
whom produced lengthy and critical 
articles in the next day's papers. 
Earth First! was quoted in both as 
threatening a blockade to keep the 
miners from bringing in their heavy 
equipment the next week. 



Immediately the Sierra Club, the 
Park Service, the local homeowners 
association, Pima County Parks 
and Recreation Department, and 
local recreation based businesses 
jumped on the bandwagon. This 
was a very clandestine mining 
operation, unknown to all of the 
affected parties. Everyone was 
incensed! 

The BLM had approved a Mining 
Plan of Operation for the site one 
year earlier without any consulta- 
tion with the Park Service, local 
landowners, or the county Parks 
and Rec. Dept. - which had ex- 
pressed an interest in acquiring the 
160 acres. The BLM approved the 
plan, which involves building a mill 
crusher and cyanide leaching 
operation on site, with a completely 
bogus Environmental Assessment. 
The E.A. claimed “no adverse im- 
pacts" on the environment and only 
"positive’ 1 effects on the local eco- 
nomy. The entire assessment of 
impacts was five sentences long. 

After detailed coverage by the 
newspapers, TV and radio, includ- 
ing one trip to Tucson by NBC 
news from Los Angeles, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior Garrey 
Carruthers temporarily halted the 
operation pending additional con- 
sultation. This consultation was not 
to take the form of official public 
hearings, however, much to the 
chagrin of the protesters. Instead, 
the BLM tried to hold an unadver- 
tised meeting in the middle of the 
week, in the middle of the day, out 
at the mine site, under a blazing 
noon day desert sun. Nevertheless, 
the word got out and an angry mob 
of citizens raked various BLM offi- 
cials over the coals for nearly two 
hours. Nothing was accomplished 
other than a heightening of outrage. 
The BLM official in charge, Art 


Towers, recommended commence- 
ment of the operation tne next day. 

In the meantime, Saguaro Nation- 
al Monument officially closed an 
old jeep trail leading to the mine 
across newly acquired Park pro- 
perty. A second and preferred 
access route to the mine leading 
across private property was also 
closed by the landowners and ‘no 
trespassing’ signs were posted. The 
miners were thus left with no way 
of getting to their planned opera- 
tion. They claim that they cannot 
be denied access according the the 
1872 Mining Law and have gone to 
court to seek an injunction against 
both road closures. Court dates are 
scheduled for July and September. 

In a preliminary hearing May 
23rd, the miners were given limited 
“custodial” access rights across the 
Monument land until the case is 
heard. They cannot mine pending a 
final decision by Carruthers and 
BLM State director Dean Bibles. 
Also, they can only use a maximum 
of a three-quarter ton van or pick-up 
on the temporary access route 
according to the courtroom com- 
promise. (One miner lives in a trailer 
on site and claimed that he needed 
to get in and out.) 

If the mining operation is re- 
approved - which is likely - and if 
the miners are able to win access 
rights across either route, then the 
moderate forces of opposition will 
consider it another defeat and drop 
out. It will then be the duty of Earth 
First! to carry on the fight beyond 
traditional means of opposition. We 
have stated repeatedly that a physi- 
cal blockade will be organized if we 
do not succeed in other ways. 

The impacts of this proposed min- 
ing operation on the National 
Monument will be significant in 
terms of wildlife, recreational po- 
tential, air quality, visual quality 
and noise pollution. There is abso- 
lutely no justification for mining 
activity in this area. The mining 
company, Consolidated Mining and 
Milling, Ltd., owns 7 claims covering 
the entire 160 acres of BLM land. 
They could conceivably mine the 
entire area and never have to file 
an EIS or even an E.A. if they do it 
at less than five acres per year. This 
is piecemeal destruction that must 
be stopped. 

The miners and the BLM are 
citing the 1872 Mining Law as legal 
justification for the whole project. 


For the most part, there is little 
anyone can do legally, because the 
1872 Mining Law does take prece- 
dence over multiple-use laws where 
valid claims are concerned. 

Thus, unless we can get the land 
transferred to Saguaro National 
Monument (possible, but not likely) 
or get the 1872 Mining Law trashed 
(one chance in a million), then we 
are probably just looking at tem- 
porary delays. The above two 
schemes plus a few others are in 
the works right now. It is essential 
that no further activity be allowed 
to take place at the mining site. So 
far, no equipment has been brought 
on site for the milling and leaching 
operation. Earth First! and a large 
portion of the community are say- 
ing, “no mining-no way!” If and 
when we run out of legal and ad- 
ministrative roadblocks and a final 
solution has not yet been reached, 
Earth First! will physically blockade 
access until a solution is arrived at. 

If you are willing and able to 
participate in a blockade (or in a 
support capacity), if one becomes 
necessary, please contact Pablo 
Desierto at P.O. Box 40154 Tucson, 
AZ. 85705. We will begin forming 
affinity groups and training in non- 
violent civil disobedience in June. 

If you would like to express an 
opinion on this subject, choose a 
target from the list below and go for 
it. 

Dick Bideaux - 
Consolidated Mining and 
Milling, Ltd. 

252 W. Ina Rd. 

Tucscon, Az. 85704 
(602)742-7111 

Art Tower - 
Phoenix Resource 
Area Manger, B.L.M. 

2015 W. Deer Valley Rd. 

Phoenix, Az. 85027 
(approved Mining Plan 
of Operation) 

Dean Bibles - 
State Director, B.L.M. 

201 N. Central Phoenix, Az. 85004 

Rep. Mo Udall 

300 N. Main Tucson, Az. 85705 
629-6404 

Rep. Jim McNulty 
1605 N. Wilmot, Suite 108 
Tucson, Az. 85712 629-6030 


COORS - A PERMIT TO WASTE AN HISTORIC RIVER 


We have previously reported on 
Coors Beer (Dec. 22, 1983) and on 
their efforts to build a new breuiery 
in Virginia on the edge of Shenan- 
doah National Park (Feb. 2, 1984). 
Here is an update. 

by R.F. Mueller 

Oh Shenandoah, I long to hear you 
Away you rolling river 

Picture a small, quietly flowing 
stream, deep-shaded by trees, with 
a blue mountain backdrop. The 
water is clear and fish are rising. 
Then picture this serenity broken 
by the appearance of a truck which 
backs up to the water, by men who 
wrestle a forty-two gallon drum from 
the box and empty its contents into 
the stream. You see a film spread on 
the water and smell oil! Imagine 
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then that you return to see this 
obscenity repeated on 245 days of 
the year, during high water and low, 
winter and summer. You’ll say I’m 
describing a hypothetical case of 
illegal dumping but that such flag- 
rant continuance of the violation 
wouldn’t be possible. Wrong! What 
I’m actually describing is the effec- 
tive equivalent of what could occur 
- with full U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency approval - on a real 
stream, the South Fork of the 
Shenandoah, hard by Shenandoah 
National Park, if the Adolph Coors 
Co. is allowed to build its proposed 
brewery in Virginia. 

The case of this brewery illus- 
trates how a cynical - albeit 
unspoken - understanding be- 
tween industry, State water control 
boards and the EPA is thwarting 
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the will of the people and Congress 
to achieve the goal of clean water 
and to protect our streams. It 
demonstrates the hypocrisy of 
governors such as Robb of Virginia 
and President Reagan who are cur- 
rently filling the airwaves and 
printmills with their bombast about 
their determination to “clean up” 
the Chesapeake Bay, the estuary 
into which this water ultimately 
flows. So while there might be at 
least some justification for the 
issuance of permits for interim dis- 
charges to existing industries, what 
possible excuse can there be for 
creating new sources of such gross 
pollution? Is this the path to zero 
discharge? 

In a previous article (EF! Brigid 
edition) I described the proposed 
Coors operation here in general 


terms and the threat to air quality 
and Park integrity. Before I go into 
the water pollution I shold mention 
that the tons of air pollutants gen- 
erated by this plant would add 
significantly to problems such as 
the 50 percent reduction in white 
pine growth due to acid rain and 
other pollutants that already afflict 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Although no Coors truck as such 
will haul oil to the Shenandoah, a 
Virginia State Water Control Board 
permit approved by the EPA will 
allow them to discharge - slowly 
and subtly, from hidden outfalls - a 
150 kilogram per day daily maxi- 
mum and a monthly average of 101 
kilograms per day of oil and grease 
into that stream. In more familiar 
terms this is equal to a maximum of 
42 gallons or one barrel per day and 


a total of 245 barrels or 40 tons of 
oil and grease a year. Thus our 
earlier picture of illegal dumping is 
merely replaced by one of quasi- 
legal “oozing.” 

It should also be mentioned that 
there is no restraint in the permit 
on the chemical character of the oil 
and grease so that hyper-toxic 
materials such as PCB’s could be 
included. 

Although the high discharge limits 
for oil and grease are perhaps the 
most serious threat, Coors will also 
be allowed to discharge a daily max 
imum of 681 kilograms per day of 
suspended solids, large quantities 
of heavy metals such as chromium 
and copper, as well its chlorine and 
ammonia. Hundreds of kilograms 
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SUMMER OF DECISION FOR CABINETS AND GRIZZLY 



Last issue we reported on plans by 
ASARCO, US Borax and the US 
Forest Service to mine the wildlife- 
rich Ca binet Mountains Wilderness 
in Montana. Here is an update. The 
Earth First! Round River Rendez- 
vous on July 7 will focus on this 
important issue,. 

by Jasper Carlton 

The wildlife-rich Cabinet Moun- 
tains Wilderness in NW Montana 
became part of the National Wilder- 
ness Preservation System under 
the Wilderness Act in 1964. The 
American people assumed (incor- 
rectly) that it was protected in 
perpetuity and would be managed 
as “forever wild.” It is one of the 
few places in the lower U.S. where 
the magnificent grizzly bear has 
managed to survive. Mineral de- 
velopment activities in and adjacent 
to this wilderness now threaten 
both wilderness values and the 
great bear’s survival. 

Although provisions were made 
for valid mineral claims in designa- 
ted wilderness areas under passage 
of the Wilderness Act (a compro- 
mise that has come back to haunt 
conservationists), it is equally clear 
under present law that these claims 
cannot be developed in a fashion 
that would degrade wilderness or 
endangered species values. The 
activities associated with mineral 
development, whether in the form 
of an open pit strip mine or an 
underground “post and pillar” 
method are not consistent with 
the preservation of wilderness 
values or the threatened grizzly. No 
amount of dollars could compensate 
or mitigate for the loss of these 
priceless natural treasures. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. Forest 
Service, which manages the Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness, has yet- to 
recognize in its issuance of mineral 
exploration leases that the Endan- 
gered Species Act and Wilderness 
Act take precedence over private 
corporate mineral claims on this 
most sacred of public land. Wide- 
spread public outrage and legal 
action may be required to prevent 
mineral development in the Cabinet 
Mountains Wilderness. ASARCO 
(American Smelting and Refining 
Company) and U.S. Borax must be 
convinced to limit future activities 
outside of the wilderness and criti- 
cal grizzly habitat areas in the 
Cabinet Mountains. 

Although mineral exploration in 
the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness 
has come to a temporary halt due to 
the Decern ber 3 1 , 1983 cut-off date, 
as soon as final validation of claims 
is completed, which is expected by 
mid-summer, additional mineral 
exploration activities in the wilder- 
ness is anticipated. Full scale 
development proposals by U.S. 
Borax and ASARCO in the Cabinets 
are expected this year. 

A U.S. Borax plan of operation 
already calls for drilling hardrock 
exploration holes in the East Fork, 
Rock Creek and Orr Creek areas 
along the western boundary of the 
Cabinet Wilderness early this sum- 
mer. The Cabinet Ranger District of 
the Kootenai National Forest has 
also begun work on another U.S. 
Borax Plan of operation in the Rock 
Uake area. This plan of operation 
also calls for drilling on several 
claims inside the wilderness. No 
action can be taken on these very 
sensitive sites until claim validation 
has been completed this summer. 
Once that occurs, Forest Service 


approval can be anticipated, and 
the crisis in the Cabinets will 
become very real. 

As Earth First! goes to press we 
hear that U.S. Borax and ASARCO 
are now fighting between them- 
selves over which holds the prime 
mineral deposits in the Cabinet 
Mountains. It is quite possible that 
both they and the Forest Service 
have underestimated the extent of 
public resistance to these destruc- 
tive plans. 

No additional mineral exploration 
or development should proceed in 
the Cabinet Mountains without 
preparation of an adequate En- 
vironmental Impact Statement 
(E.I.S.). An E.I.S. is required under 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act that would examine and make 
public all potential impacts of min- 
eral exploration and development 
on the struggling population of 
Cabinet Mountains grizzlies and 
other living inhabitants of the area. 
The refusal of the Forest Service to 
engage in this open, legally man- 
dated process demonstrates a bias 
in favor of development. Drilling, 
helicopter use, and mining support 
operations in wilderness and zones 
critical to the bear’s continued 
existence in the Cabinet Mountains 
must be brought to a stop. 

Although the Endangered 
Species Act and Wilderness Act 
remain intact to this day, their 
enforcement has sagged tragically 
under the Reagan administration. 
The “regulated,” such as timber, 
mining, and energy companies, 
appear to be back in control of the 
“regulations.” The grizzly bear, oili- 
greatest wilderness symbol and 
indicator of the ecological health 
of our wild lands in the northern 


Rockies, may be the first victim of 
this destructive swing in the poli- 
tical pendulum. 

The U.S. Forest Service manages 
about 65% of all public lands desig- 
nated for recovery of the grizzly 
bear in the lower U.S. It is highly 
unlikely that our last grizzly bear 
populations in western Montana 
and northern Idaho can survive a 
government policy that continues 
to ignore important wildlife values 
and needs while encouraging the 
private corporate development of 
oil, gas and mineral wealth and 
inflated timber harvest levels in 
our last undisturbed, wildlife-rich, 
roadless areas. 

Most recently, the Forest Service 
has even refused to halt develop- 
ment activities in sensitive RARE II 
roadless areas containing critical 
occupied habitat of the grizzly bear, 
mountain caribou and gray wolf in 
Montana and Idaho National For- 
ests. This is in direct defiance of 
Congress and the Ninth Circuit 
Court Decision. The decision by 
Tom Coston. Region I Forester, to 
continue with these illegal activities 
has been appealed to the Chief of 
the Forest Service in Washington 
and may soon be challenged in an 
appropriate legal forum if the appeal 
is not granted. 

If we fail in our efforts to protect 
the biological integrity of the Cabi- 
net Mountains Wilderness and oui- 
last undisturbed roadless areas 
(defacto wilderness), what does 
it sav about the fate of all other 
wilderness areas in the antion? If 
we are unable to protect and nur- 
ture the grizzly bear in a legally 
designated National Wilderness 
Area, does the great bear really have 
a chance for recovery anywhere in 


the lower U.S.? 

To express your outrage about 
mineral operations in the Cabinet 
Mountains write your Congress- 
person, and the District Ranger, 
Cabinet Ranger District, U.S. Forest 
Service, Trout Creek, Montana, 
59874. Request that no additional 
mineral exploration or development 
activities be allowed in wilderness 
or critical grizzly areas in the Cabi- 
net Mountains and that a full 
environmental impact statement 
(E.I.S.) be prepared. 


Jasper Carlton is an experienced 
.field naturalist in the Northern 
Rockies who has been working for 
many years to protect grizzly bear 
habitat. 


Song for the Cabinets 

IVeat each bear as the last bear. 
Each wolf the last, each caribou. 
Each track the last track. 

Gone spoor. Gone scat. 

There are no more deertrails, 
no more flyways. 

Treat each animal as sacred, 
each minute our last. 

Ghost hooves. Ghost skulls. 
Death rattles and 
dry bones. 

Each bear walking alone 
in warm night air. 

Gary Lawless 

Gary Lawless is a poet, bookstore 
owner and publisher ( Gulf of Maine 
Books ) in Brunswick, Maine. He is 
the Earth First! contact for Maine. 
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COORS (Cont) 

per day of biological oxygen- 
demanding materials will deplete 
the water of oxygen. Furthermore 
no one knows what synergistic or 
enhancement effects may occur 
between these pollutants admixed 
with oil. 

A different perspective on the 
pollution concentrations that could 
result from the Coors operation is 
provided by comparison with one 
of the most (lolluted streams in the 
country, the Niagara River in New 
York. It is said that this stream with 
its 200.000 cubic feet per second 
rate of flow, suffers a loading of 
seven tons of toxic pollutants per 
day from industries on its banks. 

This is seven pounds for each 100 
cubic feet per second of- flow. 
However, the proposed Coors 
operation on the comparatively 
small Shenandoah — with a 155 
cubic foot per second flow or less in 
dry season — could result in seven 
pounds of oil and grease alone for 
only 3.5 cubic foot per second of 
flow! 

The tendency to pollute is in- 
herent in any large industry, but in 
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the case of C oors it is aggravated by 
that company's compulsive deter- 
mination to integrate the operation 
by manufacturing their own beer 
cans, and it is from this can opera- 
tion that the most toxic substances 
such as oil. grease and the metals 
result. Thus much unnecessary 
pollution would emanate from the 
same selfish stubbomess that urges 
them to place the plant virtually on 
the boundary of one of our finest 
national parks. 

Today there is indeed much con- 
cern about the deterioration of 
national park environs, about the 
commercial exploitation of sur- 
rounding air. land and water that 
threatens rare and endangered 
species and visual beauty. How- 
ever. in this case surprisingly few 
objections have been raised to the 
discharges of fumes into park air 
and liquid wastes into a stream that 
has bixm considered for scenic river 
designation and which is a logical 
future addition to the Park itself. 
Surely this is an intolerable prece- 
dent to everyone concerned about 
our parks. 

continued on w 16 
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LOCAL EARTH FIRST! CONTACTS 


McCLURE AMBUSHED IN IDAHO 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
P< >B 368. Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

012 Kyoto-shi. Fushimi-ku 
Fukakusa. Sanoyashiki-cho. 
21-1 

Tanaka-kata 
Kyoto. JAPAN 
(075) 043-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 31 Munda 
Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

POB 1750 
Juneau. AK 99802 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
(002)882-0830 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 

POB21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707)822-8130 

Bakersfield — Jay Skiles 

205 Universe *A 
Bakersfield. CA 93308 
(805)327-1711 

Berkeley - Karen Pickett 

P( >B 83 Canyon. CA 94510 
(415 )548-2220( Ecology Center) 
370-7329 H 

Chico - Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico. CA 95927 
(910)342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno. CA 93704 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415)450-7433 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buekmaster 

0704 Sue no Apt. B 
Isla Vista. CA93117 
(805)908-8812 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2230 

Leucadia. C’A 92024 
(019)436-3927 

San Francisco - 
Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco. CA 94122 
(415)005-0794 

Turlock — 

Don Presley 

POB 1300 
Turlock. CA 9538 1 
(209)034-8741 

Ukiah - Tom Forest 

POB 204 

Cal pella. CA 95418 

COLORADO 
Boulder — Richard Ling 

1020 13th "K 
Boulder. CO 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

027 Walnut Street 
Boulder. CO 80302 
(303)449-0379 

Denver — Nina Churchman 

419 Pearl 
Denver. CO 80203 
(303)722-5030 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850 Laporte *B9 
Ft. Collins. CO 80521 
(303)482-2382 

Gunnison - Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison. CO 81230 
(303)041-2829 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 

Box 1008 

Telluride. C’0 81435 
(303) 728-4301 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA 
Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville. MD 20850 
(301)702-1312 

OR 

Lee Few 

7610 Glenolden PI 
Manassas, VA 2221 1 
(703)301-2239 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 85th Ct. 

Gainesville. FL 32001 
(904) 495-9203 

Tallahassee - Reed Noss 
1735 Yearling Tr. 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(904) 877-5099 

Page 8 


Jacksonville 
Earth First! 

POB 371 38 

Jacksonville. FL 32230 


GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

2 1 4 Powell Street 
Atlanta. GA 30310 
(404) 580-0787 

HAWAII 

Kamahine 

POB 718 

Honolulu. HI 90808 
(SOS) 531-0375 

IDAHO 

Boise - Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise. ID 83701 
(20S) 384-9907 

Ketchum - CW Pomeroy 

Box 1705 

Ketchum. ID 83340 

Southeast — Rod Adams 

S7 Louella 
Blackfoor. ID 83221 
(208) 785-2182 

KANSAS 
Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS 06060 

MAINE 

Brunswick - Gary Lawless 

61 Maine Street 
Brunswick. ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-50S3 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore. MD 21209 
(301 ) 367-8855 

MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 

1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield. MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings. MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman. MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 

Missoula — Barb Steele 

Rt 1 Box 44K 

St. Ignatius. MT 59865 

(406)745-3212 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

2928 X 83rd *234 
Omaha. XE 68134 
(402)571-5629 

NEW JERSEY 
Stacey Washko 

59 Handy Street 

New Brunswick. NJ 08903 

(201)249-2561 

NEW MEXICO 
Roy Durfee 
POB 40219 

Albuquerque. NM 87196 
(505) 266-0464 

OR 

Allison Brody 

707'iA 12th NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 243-0427 

Santa Fe - Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Santo Fo. NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 

Rochester - Gary Bennett 

1 27 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14607 

(716) 461-0797 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville — Jay Gertz 

120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 

OREGON 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

Eugene - Elizabeth Bennet 

c o Survival Center EMU 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503)686-4356/345-2392 

Grants Pass — 

Steve Marsden 

POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland — Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg — David Hafer 

POB 165 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 

(717) 523-3107 


TENNESSEE 
Gordon M. Burghardt 

Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville. TN 37996 
(615) 974-3300 

TEXAS 

Dallas Ft. Worth — 

Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln '’201 
Garland. TX 7504 1 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Box -348 

Escalante. UT 84726 

Moab - Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801)259-8353 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City. UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station. VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton - Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1 . Box 54A 
Millboro. VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton. VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley. WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 

1109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt. WI 54481 
(715) 344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715) 344-7253 

Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608)241-9426 

Pembine - Coldfoot Creek 

Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715)324-6422 

Southeast - Meri Kuehn 

1 13 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 
(414)625-3816 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83(H) 1 
(307) 733-4793 

Laramie — Harry Longbaugh 

c'o Ric Hoogestradt 
Box 4006 University Station 
Laramie, WY 82071 
(307) 766-3097 


EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your. state and com- 
ments to the BLM. Forest Sen - 
ice. etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico. CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 


NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

-500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

UTAH 

Spurs Jackson 

Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 32 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

(802) 722-3178 
WASHINGTON 
Larry Monroe 
5515 28th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 525-7352 
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SPECIAL NOTE: This list is based on the forms sent out 
to previously listed local contacts in March. If you have 
been listed as a contact in the past and no longer are, it is 
because we did not receive your form. If you do still want 
to be listed as an EF! local contact, get in touch with the 
newspaper. 


GRASSROOTS EARTH FIRST! - 
AN ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION 
The grassroots structure of Earth First! is partly that of 
a movement and partly that of a specific organization. 
It ranges from active, functioning Earth First! groups 
covering an entire state or region (such as New Mexico 
EF!, Florida EF!, San Francisco Bay Area EF! or Missoula 
EF!) to more or less affiliated groups (such as the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association, Western Colorado 
State College Whitewater Club or Appalachian Survival). 
Some of these groups put out their own newsletters or 
regular mailings, some have meetings, all do things. There 
are also a number of areas where there is not an actual 
EF! group but where there is a local contact for EF!. 
There are others that fall somewhere in between. If you 
want to become locally active with Earth First!, contact 
the person listed for your area (this listing makes no 
effort at division of actual groups and contacts). If no one 
is listed for your area, and you would like to be a local 
contact or have a local EF! group listed, please send your 
name, address and phone number to Earth First!, 230 W 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 


NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 

230 W 7th Ave 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 


Sen. James McClure, powerful 
chairman of the Senate Energy 
Committee, is trying to push a 
massive anti -wilderness hill for 
Idaho through Congress. Of the 8.5 
million acres of unprotected na- 
tionalforest roadless land i n Idaho. 
McClure’s bill would protect only 
half a million acres a nd release the 
rest to destruction. Idahoans are 
organizing to fight McClure’s hill. 
The following report is from con- 
servationists in Ketchum, Idaho. 
See the Feb. 2, 1984, Earth First! 
for details on Idaho Wilderness. 

The forces of wilderness destruc- 
tion were met on the day of the full 
moon when Sen. James McClure 
(R-Idaho) was to speak before the 
Idaho Wildlife Federation in Sun 
Valley, Idaho. 

But to get to Sun Valley, he would 
have to travel fourteen miles from 
the Hailey airport. At 3:30, we 
organized 125 men, women and 
children to greet the “honorable” 
one at the airport. We had numerous 
signs, the press and television. 
MeClurejumped from the plane and 
into a Wagoneer. There was no reply 
to our chants of “Kill the Bill,” and 
“We’ll Remember in November.” 

Highway 75 travels from Hailey 
to the next wilderness fortress, 
Ketchum. As soon as the demon- 
stration was over, we all dashed 
to our cars and gassed it up to 
Ketchum. The caravan was well 
ahead of the marked Wagoneer. 
Along the way the Senator saw 
banners and posters on the tele- 
phone poles exclaiming that his 
preservation of a mere 5-6% out of 
8.5 million acres was absurd. We 
also had a mock accident that 
blocked one of the alternate roads 
to Sun Valley. We had him cornered, 
Ketchum was well manned by 


wilderness sympatherizers, but he 
managed to slip away. The well- 
greased cowardly rat. 

His engagements prior to speak- 
ing to the Idaho Wildlife Federation 
mandated a cold compress to his 
brow. At the IWF function that 
('veiling, Walk Minnick, president 
of Ti ns Joist Lumber, was given 
the Conservationist of the Year 
award. Minnick accepted the award 
and denounced the deficit timber 
sales in Idaho. He also clobbered 
McClure’s “Wilderness Bill” and his 
archaic release language. Herman 
McDevitt, who introduced Sen. 
McClure as the keynote speaker 
naturally gave the beaten dog a few 
more lashes. Hey, why not! 

While up in his turret, McClure, 
the lap dog for the big timber and 
mining boys, stood by his decision 
and each verbal comment was a 
thrust in our environmental sides. 
But he did not realize that we are 
immune to these blunt arrows. 
These shots were like acupuncture 
and they made us stronger and more 
livid. 

Overall, another battle was won 
for wilderness but the war rages on. 
Earth First! 

— the Idaho Renegade 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Write to: Rep. John Seiberling, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

Write “For the Wilderness Hearing 
Record” at the top of your letter. 
Condemn McClure’s bill. Say that it 
should be killed. 

Write also to Governor John Evans, 
Statehouse, Boise, ID 83720, 
and Sens. James McClure & 

Steve Symms, 

US Senate, Washington, DC 20510. 



Idaho meets dim McClure in Hailey. 



LITTLE GRANITE WELL DELAYED 


Two years ago it seemed almost 
certain that Getty Oil would con- 
struct a 7 mile long road up Little 
Granite Creek into the heart of the 
half-million acre Gros Ventre pro- 
posed wilderness near Jackson, 
Wyoming, and drill a major explor- 
atory gas well on a high ridge in 
critical elk caving grounds. The 
Forest Service and Department of 
Interior were for the well. The local 
“moderate” environmental group, 
The Jackson Hole Alliance for 
Responsible Planning was waffling 
on the issue, thinking that maybe 
they shouldn’t oppose the Little 
Granite Creek well in order to kill 
a proposed well in Cache Creek 
nearer to town. Tradeoffs. Others 
shrugged their shoulders, mumbled, 


“How do you fight big oil?” and 
ordered another beer at the Cowboy 
Bar. 

Some didn’t give up. Howie Wolke 
and Mike Roselle marched into an 
Alliance meeting and read them the 
riot act. The Alliance came out 
against the Little Granite Creek 
Well. Survey stakes for the road 
mysteriously disappeared and, al- 
though suspects were identified, a 
DA observed that there wasn’t a 
jury in the county who would con- 
vict them. Then 500 Earth Firstlers 
gathered on Little Granite Creek 
for the 4th of July Round River 
Rendezvous to tell Getty and the 
Freddies in no uncertain terms that 
they would never allow the road 
and well. Bart Koehler filed an 


appeal no one else had thought of 
doing. 

Now the Interior Board of Land 
Appeals has vacated Getty’s drilling 
permit and ordered a new Environ- 
mental Impact Statement that con- 
siders a “no-drilling' alternative. 
The moderates are slapping them- 
selves on the back and deserve to 
do so. Victory is sweet. Even tem- 
porary victory. But we know who 
gave the environmental movement 
the backbone to fight the Little 
Granite Creek well. And we know 
who will be standing in the road 
with steely resolve if those bull- 
dozers ever roll. As Howie Wolke 
was quoted in the Jackson Hole 
Guide: “There is no way in hell 
Getty’s going to drill in Little Granite 
Creek.” 


With the number of proposals to 
dam and alter our last remaining 
free flowing rivers increasing, the 
Western State College White Water 
Club of Gunnison, Colorado, has 
recently decided to incorporate 
“Earth First!” into our club in order 
to dedicate our energies to actively 
support all rivers that are eligible 
for preservation under the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. 

This preservation system pro- 
tects river sections from alteration 
or development like a wilderness 
area protects untouched wilder- 
ness. 

We are also supporting the State 
and Local Rivers Conservation Act. 
If passed, this act would allow state 
and local interests to determine 
what should be done with local 
rivers. This would mean that "you." 
the people, would have more of a 
say as to what should be done with 
rivers in your area. This takes some 
power away from federal agencies 
that tend to have clogged ears when 
decisions are being made. 

With petitions and personal let- 
ters to senators, legislators, and 
local representatives, we have 
pushed for preservation of the 
Gunnison Gorge section of the Gun- 
nison River. This is a beautiful 26- 
mile section that runs below the 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison 


National Monument. 

As Earth Firstlers we plan on 
continuing to push for preservation 
of rivers. Currently, no rivers in 
Colorado are under the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers preservation system, 
and no river has been protected 
under this act in the last six years. 

If you are sick of looking at stag- 
nant waters, and wondering what 
rapids used to be down there, get 
together with some of your river rat 
companions and start a letter writ- 
ing campaign. We are fortunate to 
have the right to speak out for our 
beliefs, and for our wildlife friends 
who don't have a say for their sur- 
vival. Tell our decision makers to 
stop this "Profit to Poverty." buil- 
ding of silt traps by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. (Soon to be the 
Bureau of Dredging.) 

It's a dog eat dog. or a state eat 
state battle for water in the west. 
The struggle to protect rivers will 
get worse unless we act soon. A 
lot of developers are waiting with 
straws in their mouths with a tre- 
mendous thirst. They need to be 
slapped in the face. Sometimes 
it hurts to be rational, but like a 
growing puppy, they need to learn. 

Scotty Sidney is the Earth First! 
contact for Gunnison, Colorado. 



Rainforest billboard near Santa Crus:, California. 


EARTH FIRST! AND WYOMING DEMOCRATS 

by Harry Longbaugh 


I certainly hope you’re all sitting 
down as you read this. The dele- 
gates at the the 1984 Wyoming 
Democratic Convention in Douglas, 
Wyo., on May 5, 1984, ratified and 
included in the environment plank 
of their platform, their version of 
the Earth First! Wyoming Wilder- 
ness Proposal (see May 1, 1983 issue 
of EF!) by an almost unanimous 
vote! 

By a quirk of fate and divine 
intervention, an Earth Firstler was 
appointed to serve on the Platform 
and Resolutions, Environment and 
Natural Resources subcommillcc 
(ENRS). This delegate was my very 
good friend Ric Hongcsl rant, of Sun- 
dance, Wyoming. 

The ENRS, after six and 1 2 hours 
of work, drafted these resolutions 
(the numbers correspond to the 
actual plank itself, these are direct 
quotes): 

The Dinnwratii ■ Party of Wyant 
inn belicrcsllial ll't/o in ing can awl 
will preserve its world renowned 
high eurirouinenlal yuality, its 
water, its hunt, its air. its inlntbi 
touts, hi an era o/ 'great /lo/eutial 
economic yetncth and dere/o/nnent. 
to which Democrats ace ei/nalla 
committed, ice heliece I'eonomn 


growth can be maintained within 
the controls needed to preserve the 
environment. 7b achieve this goal, 
the Wyoming Democratic Party: 

3. Absolutely opposes the Wyom- 
ing Congressional Delegation's so- 
called “Wilderness" Act of 1982, 
which would reduce existing pro- 
tection of Wyoming’s Wilderness 
heritage. For the. benefit of present 
and future generations of Wyom- 
ing, we support a much more com- 
prehensive wilderness system 
which, in addition to existing 
designated wilderness areas, mmld 
include all areas identified in the 
second Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation (RARE II), all areas 
classified as “primitive" or “ natural 
study, ” all public roadless area, and 
all roaded areas whose original 
character could be recovered by the 
closing, recontouring, and reseed- 
ing of the road or roa ds. 

4. Supports an immediate ban 
on any mineral leasing, explora- 
tion, off-road vehicle use, logging, 
and development in designated 
icildemess areas and other public 
lands recommended for wilderness 
as previously identified in Resolu- 
tion “3. 

12. .Supports the / iresert'ation 


and maintenance of wildlife and 
its habitat in Wyoming by sup- 
porting and recognizing the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Depart- 
ment as the legal designated stew- 
ard q f our stale’s wildlife, and 
th rough designation of wilderness 
areas by ecological wholeness 
rather tha n by ad in i n istratirecon- 
venience. We supi>ort the concept of 
the establishment of a special trust 
fund for wildlife. 

These draft resolutions were 
unanimoulsv approved by the en- 
tire 1984 Platform and Resolutions 
committee, with no amendments, 
and in their entirety, the following 
day. Also included in the Agricul- 
ture Plank, and approved was this 
resolution (some do apologize for 
the compromise): 

...\T\he following items an • sup 
ported by Wyoming Democrats: 

5. Reasonable multiple use and 
sustained yield of public lands 
limited to lands not identified in 
the environment and natural re 
sources plank ot this platlbrin. 

On the following day. the day of 
the convention itself, these resolu 
tions were presented to the IP! 
delegates. I Tit il now it was "too 
good to he true." something had to 


go wrong it seemed. It did. At 10:30 
in the morning a confirmed rumor 
was out, that the democratic gover- 
nor was opposed to resolution *3. 
He thought that it included too 
much land. The delegations from 
Cheyenne. Laramie and Jackson 
Hole were contacted and asked to 
support the plank in its entirety. In 
the process it was discovered that 
there were as many as 25 Earth 
Firstlers seated as delegates! 

At about 2:00 the platform ap- 
proval voting began. The first two 
planks (State-National affairs and 
Education) slipped through without 
much debate - the ENRS was next. 
After debate anti a ruined, amended 
resolution dealing with recycling 
reusuahle materials. ‘the real fire- 
works began. 

Two "good ol' boys" from the 
terminally conservative northern 
part of the state moved to amend 
the plank by deleting resolutions 
* 1 through ”5. This was greeted by 
boosand muttered obscenities from 
the convention floor. Another dele- 
gate from the north spoke in opposi- 
tion to this amendment, which 
would effectively "rip the guts out" 
of this plank. As people lined up at 
three microphones to argue this, 
someone asked for the "question." 
In "convention esc" this means to 


The first true wilderness proposal 
in the country was about the face 
the acid-test. All those in favor of 
deleting the wilderness designation 
portion (they missed *12!) were 
asked to vote (by voice). All 10 or so 
of them meekly responded. Then 
those who opposed the deletions 
were asked to vote. It's a good thing 
the building we were in was rein- 
forced by steel. After asking for any 
more amendments ( thank the Gods 
there weren't any), the chair asked 
that those who were in favor of 
adopting the Environment and 
Natural Resources Plank of the plat- 
form to "signify by saying aye." The 
response could have cracked Glen 
Canyon Damn! The rest is history. 
When you get a chance, hug a 
Wyoming democrat. I believe we 
have found a new form of direct 
intervention. 

By the way, I’m moving. Look 
under the EF! contact list for the 
address and phone number where I 
can be contacted (My friend is good 
at taking messages and relaying 
information on to me!) Happy trails. 


Harry Longbaugh is the Earth 
First! contact for eastern Wyoming. 
He has recently moved from Sun- 
dance to Laramie. 


call fertile vote. It also ends debate. 
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The tropical hammock and asso- 
ciated communities support a 
number of threatened and endan- 
gered species. Federally listed 
species include the Schaus swallow- 
tail butterfly, American crocodile, 
eastern indigo snake, southern bald 
eagle, brown pelican. Key Largo 
woodrat. Key Largo cotton mouse, 
and West Indian manatee (offshore). 
The peregrine falcon occurs as a 
transient. Additional rare and 
endangered animals recognized by 
the state (some of which should 
receive federal status) are the 
white-crowned pigeon, mangrove 
cuckoo, black-whiskered vireo, 
Cuban yellow warbler, Florida 
prairie warbler, Florida tree snail, 
and the Maesites hairstreak butter- 
fly. Rare plants recognized by the 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
(most of which also deserve federal 
status) include the golden leather 
fern, prickly-apple, geiger tree, wild 
cotton, twisted air plant, joewood, 
Solatium bahamense, powdery 
catopsis, mahogany mistletoe, 
dollar orchid, and Florida thatch 
palm. Some of these endangered 
plants are frequently poached by 
collectors and native plant nur- 
series, and have been eliminated 
even from state “protected” areas. 

With all these endangered species 
and other natural values, one would 
think that preservation of north Key 
Largo would have strong public 
support. It does. But public support 
is not enough to stop rich and 
powerful developers from exercis- 
ing their murderous greed. 

With the exception of some skim- 
py state and federal holdings (the 
federal government plans to acquire 
significantly more land -• 7,000 
acres - for the Crocodile Lake 


South Florida has the fastest- 
growing human population in the 
country. It also has a number of 
fascinating and unique ecosystems, 
including the only tropical forest in 
continental North America, north 
of Mexico. When you put the two 
distinctions together, you get the 
loss of something of immense and 
irreplaceable value. Especially 
when you mix in greed, violence 
and probable high-level payoffs. 

Tropical hardwood hammocks are 
confined to south Florida and con- 
stitute one of the most limited and 
threatened ecosystem types in the 
state. They occur (or occurred) on 
elevated islands in the Everglades, 
and along the limestone ridges of 
the Florida Keys. A few tiny rem- 
nants persist along the Atlantic 
coastal ridge between Miami and 
Palm Reach, one of the most highly 
urbanized areas in the country. The 
best remaining examples are in the 
Florida Keys, with the largest on 
north Key Largo. 

The tropical hammocks of north 
Key Largo are recognized as a ma- 
ture -vegetation type with a closed 
canopy of small to medium-sized 
trees (but large for the Keys). Soils 
are shallow and overlie porous lime- 
stone, which often outcrops. The 
vegetation is highly diverse, and is 
predominantly of West Indies origin. 
Common trees include gumbo 
limbo, satinleaf, poisonwood, wild 
tamarind, mahogany, pigeon plum, 
black ironwood, milkbark. Jamaica 
dogwood, white torchwood, short- 
leaf and strangler figs, fiddlewood. 
white and Spanish stoppers, spice- 
wood, and paradise tree - a bizarre 
species list for a North American 
forest! The hammock community 
grades through a buttonwood tran- 
sition zone to mangrove forest, with 
red, black,, and white mangroves. 
Just offshore is the amazing coral 
reef. 


Gumbo limbo tree in tropical hmnmock. 
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MURDER ON KEY LARGO 


by Reed Noss 


National Wildlife Refuge, but is mis- 
erably slow in acting), most of north 
Key Largo is private land. A typical 
landowner is Harper Sihley, Jr., 
president of the exclusive Ocean 
Reef Club, vacation resort for 
Richard Nixon, Jacqueline Onassis, 
and other degenerates. Sibley calls 
those who voice concern over Key 
Largo’s ecosystems "kooks,” and 
says the proposed crocodile refuge 
is "one of the greatest stupidities I 
ever heard of.” 

New developments planned for 
north Key Largo, if completed, 
would add some 45,000 people to 
the local population within 20 years. 
That is far more than the area can 
sustain without permanent des- 
truction of life support systems for 
innumerable organisms. 

Port Bougainville is the largest of 
these miserable projects, and has 
the worst track record for ethics, 
legality and concern for the environ- 
ment. If and when completed (most 
people think it’s inevitable), it will 
include about 2,800 apartments, 
two 300-unit hotels, a yacht basin, 
and several shopping malls - all in 
the heart of (former) tropical ham- 
mock. At least 400 acres of priceless 
habitat will be irretrieveably lost, 
and the effects of the project will 
extend far beyond its boundaries. 

Perhaps most significantly, chan- 
nel dredging for the marinas and 
big boats (of the rich bastards who 
buy these superfluous second-home 
resorts) will cloud the waters over- 
lying one of North America’s last 
living coral reefs. Add to this the 
heavy boat traffic and water recrea- 
tion that this development ensures, 
and the corals will be smothered by 
silt. According to many marine bio- 
logists, this may be enough to kill 
the entire reef. 

How are they getting away with 
all this? It seems to be a classic case 
of the monstrous government - big 
business - organized crime liaison. 
The Port Bougainville developers, 
who stand to make a million an acre 
on the project, have mysteriously 
been able to bypass most federal, 
state and county regulations. For 
example, the state’s designation of 
the Keys as an “Area of Critical 
State Concern” has been meaning- 
less in controlling development 
there. State, regional, and county 
planners — required by law to 
review all projects — never saw the 
Port Bougainville plans until Miami 
Herald reporters showed them 
copies. The plans show several vio- 
lations of the law. As Geoffrey 
Norman pointed out in an April 
article in Esquire, “anywhere 
except in south Florida, a project 
such as this would have been stop- 
ped in its tracks long ago and some 
people involved in it would have 
gone to jail.” 

A biologist who works on Key 
Largo and has testified against the 
project, and wishes to go unnamed 
because of physical threats, told me 
about some of the Port Bougainville 
developers’ recent behaviors. Bull- 
dozer operators carry shotguns, and 
several endangered crocodiles and 
woodrats have apparently been 
shot. On one witnessed occasion, 
they intentionally covered a croco- 
dile with fill. Just because it happen- 
ed to live in a pond that was in their 
way. At public meetings and hear- 
ings, construction workers scream 
about jobs, ridicule the entire con- 
cept of endangered species (as if 


Stump of national champion mahogany poached on Key Largo. 


they could think in terms of con- 
cepts), and physically threaten 
biologists and environmentalists 
who oppose the devastation. 
They’ve got everyone running 
scared, including it seems, local, 
state, and federal law enforcement 
agencies. Or perhaps those agencies 
are on their side. Intimidation and 
(probably) payoffs are why Port 
Bouganville survives. 

I visited north Key Largo in early 
May, to confirm some lists of en- 
dangered species on state holdings 
on the island. Driving through the 
Port Bouganville disaster area was 
a painful experience. Clouds of 
white limestone dust swirled from 
the hideous swaths being actively 
bulldozed through the rich tropical 
hammock, coating the vegetation 
and my car. Security guards at entry 
points discouraged the inevitable 
thoughts of monkey-wrenching. 
These bastards are powerful, yet 
obviously a little scared, and so far 
they’re getting it all their way. 

I must admit to a profound frus- 
tration about Port Bougainville. I 
don’t know what Earth First!, or 
any other group, can dot The project 
is still being challenged in court, 
but the destruction continues 24 
hours a day. Almost everyone con- 
cedes it is impossible to stop, 
although groups like Friends of the 
Everglades are making a valiant 
effort. I don’t like to think about 
inevitabilities that are human- 
generated. 1 want to fight that shit. 
Yet a small (say, less than a hund- 
red) group of nonviolent demon- 
strators here could very easily be in 
danger of their lives. In south 
Florida, people literally get away 
with murder (of crocodiles, wood- 


rats, or people). 

The principal lender for Port 
Bougainville is the Continental Illi- 
nois National Bank. Maybe we 
can hit them somehow. Port Bou- 
gainville’s President is Fritz E. 
Scharenherg. Curse his name and 
wish him an early grave. But I’m 
discouraged. We need a lot more 
fighters. What it takes to stop a 
massacre like this might be nothing 
less than a gigantic hurricane, or an 
army of 1000 George Haydukes, 
fully armed. Please send ideas, 
soldiers, or encouragement to 
Earth First! Florida. 

Reed Noss is a u ecologist i n Florida 
and a regular contributor to Earth 
First!. 
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EARTH FIRST! PROTESTS RAINFOREST BURGERS 


by Mike Roselle 


The Rainforest Action Network 
lives! From April 24th to 28th, there 
were over 20 separate demonstra- 
tions from coast to coast against 
BURGER KING on behalf of the 
world’s threatened rainforests. The 
Rainforest Action Network emerged 
as a viable action-oriented group of 
concerned folks able to act on a 
moment’s notice. We received calls 
and letters up to the last minute 
from people willing to get involved. 
Many people worked on a variety of 
levels to make the coordinated 
demonstrations happen and I think 
we all owe ourselves a round of 
congratulations. 

The results of the action were in 
line with the goals we had set in the 
beginning. We were able to raise 
consciousness on the subject of 
rainforests, among ourselves as well 
as to the general public through the 
media. Coverage of the event was 
good. Herb Caen mentioned it in 
his widely read column in the San 
Francisco Chronicle and I had the 
pleasure of debating a franchise 
owner on television in Santa Cruz. 
There were many radio talk shows 
and newspaper interviews and 
numerous papers ran stories on the 
individual demonstrations. Not Man 
Apart and Mother Jones did articles 
on the action and we are receiving 
considerable response from readers 
of those publications. There was at 
least one billboard temporarily 
devoted to the preservation of 
rainforests. 

We made many important con- 
tacts and gained the support of 
other organizations. Joining Earth 
First! in the effort were Friends of 
the Earth, the International Indian 
Treaty Council and a variety of local 
groups. Members of Greenpeace and 
folks from the All Species Project 
took part in different locations. Our 
thanks goes to the Public Media 
Center in San Francisco for their 
help in preparing the press releases. 

The reaction from BURGER KING 
was also a desired one. While some 
franchise owners flatly denied the 
use of Central American beef, others 
were quite willing to spill the beans. 
The west coast operations admitted 
to using as much as 5% imported 
beef. In the southeast, BURGER 
KING confessed to using Central 
American beef, but they claimed 
everyone else does, too. 

There was undoubtedly a lot of 
activity around the BURGER KING 
corporate headquarters in Miami 
with the press calling from all over 
wanting to get their position. Many 
of the franchise owners and man- 
agers also called in to see what the 
lowdown was. The Santa Cruz 
operator even agreed with us that 
it was wrong to exploit the rain- 
forest and said she would discuss 
the situation with Miami. Many irate 
citizens called and wrote in their 
objections. In Chico, an entire class 
of 3rd graders wrote to ask BURGER 
KING to stop importing beef. 

WHERE TO FROM HERE 

This was just a beginning for 
the Rainforest Action Network. 
We are currently making plans 
for an international rainforest 
action day sometime this fall or 
early winter. The Rainforest 
Information Centre in Australia 



Ukiah, California. 


WHERE IS THE BEEF FROM? 


The following letter ■ was recently 
sent to Burger King by Earth First!. 
The questions contained in it are 
those ire should be asking all fast 
food chains and other corporations 
involved in tropical deforestation. 

Mr. John F. Weir 
Director, Public Relations 
BURG FIR KING Corporation 
7360 North Kendall Drive 
Miami, FL 

Dear Mr. Weir 

As you know, during the week of April 24-28 there were some two 
dozen demonstrations outside BURGER KING restaurants around the 
United States and at the BURGER KING-owned Hungry Jacks in 
Sydney, Australia, to protest the importation of beef from newly- 
cleared rainforest in Central America. Prior to the demonstrations we 
attempted to communicate with BURGER KING on several occasions. 
We received one letter from Moyna Prince on your staff last winter 
stating that such information “was not for public disposition." A letter 
written by Mike Roselle to Ms. Prince in March received no reply at all. 

We know that BURGER KING is a relatively progressive corporation 
and has been open to public involvement before on a variety of issues. 
We sincerely would like to work with you on the extraordinarily critical 
issue of destruction of tropical moist forest in Central America. In the 
spirit of that sincere desire to cooperate, we ask the following questions 
and would welcome whatever response you can give us. 


wiU be working with the 30 or 
more organizations in their inter- 
national network and more 
sponsors and participants are 
being sought. A date has not yet 
been set. To do this right, we need 
to start building for it now. Con- 
tact organizations in your area 
that may be interested and get 
endorsements. Compile a list 
of people who are willing to 
work on this and stay in touch 
with them. You may want to do 
additional demonstrations and 
leafletting at BURGER KING this 
summer, show slide shows, or 
hold teach-ins and meetings. Send 
us your ideas and comments. 

We need to continue to educate 
ourselves on the issue. More 
research is needed. (See the 
Earth First! letter to BURGER 
KING for the kind of specific 
information needed on all fast 
food chains, as well as multi- 
national timber companies and 
others involved in the destruction 
of the world’s rainforests. Send 
us anything you uncover or sug- 
gestions for where to find such 
information.) National coordina- 
tion is needed for the Rainforest 
Action Network. If anyone would 
like to work on this, please let us 
know. 


The Rainforest Action Network 
is continuing to compile a list of 
rainforest activists. If you want to 
be active on this issue and help 
organize actions in your area or do 
research, drop us a note with your 
address and phone number. You are 
already on the list if you have been 
getting mailings from it. Note: this 
list is not confidential and will be 
sent to anyone who wishes to con- 
tact others in the network. We 
encourage this kind of contact. If 
you would like to receive a copy of 
the list, just send an SASE to Earth 
First! in Chico. 

The Rainforest Action Network 
will continue to communicate 
through Earth First!. Feel free to 
use this newspaper to communicate 
to the network. Send us articles, 
photos, information, etc. I’ll be leav- 
ing the tropical rainforest issue for 
awhile to join the Cathedral Forest 
Action Group in Oregon to help save 
some of our temperate rainforests 
from a similar fate at the hands of 
the US Forest Service. So, as the 
famous boxer Leon Spinks said 
when asked to what he attributed 
his unexpected victory over then- 
champ Muhammed Ali, “You got to 
know what you know, then do what 
you do.” Keep up the good work! 


1. How much beef has BURGER KING used from Central America? 
Please list the amount in total pounds and as a percentage of total BK 
beef consumption by year since BK began using Central American 
beef. Please break down the amounts by Central American nation. 

2. Does BURGER KING or any subsidiary of BK or Pillsbury own or 
manage beef producing land in Central America? Is BK or any subsidiary 
of BK or Pillsbury involved in the distribution of Central America beef 
in any way? 

3. How is beef distributed to individual BURGER KING restaurants? 
Please include the names of the distribution companies for all sections 
of the United States and whether they are controlled or operated by 
BURGER KING or Pillsbury. 

4. Has BURGER KING or any subsidiary of BK or Pillsbury ever had 
purchasing agents for beef in any Central American nation? 

5. Do you know of any other US corporations involved in the production, 
distribution or use of Central American beef? We are told that Jack in 
the Box, Hardees, A&W, and Piggy Wiggly Grocery Stores use Central 
American beef. If you have information on any of this or suggestions on 
where to locate such information, we would appreciate it. 

6. Enclosed is a copy of a handout used at the BURGER KING 
demonstrations. We would appreciate it if you could identify any errors 
in it. 

7. Is the use of Central American beef by BURGER KING limited to 
certain parts of the United States? If so, in which states have BURGER 
KING restaurants ever used Central American beef? 

8. Would BURGER KING support measures by the United States 
government to prohibit the importation of beef from newly cleared 
rainforest areas in Central America? If not, why not? 



CHEAP BEE! 

PEVOURS 

g A INFORM 


Laramie, Wyoming. 



9. Would BURGER KING be willing to participate in a program to 
protect remaining rainforest in Central America from conversion to 
beef pasture and to introduce sound grazing management practices to 
already cleared areas in Central America so that they can produce beef 
on a sustained yield basis? 

We would encourage you to include whatever documentation you care 
to with your response. 

We certainly appreciate, your cooperation in helping us with these 
questions and we look forward to your speedy reply. We hope that we 
will be able to work cooperatively on this crucial issue and assure you 
that we will endeavor to fairly, honestly but very vigorously pursue the 
entire issue of destruction of Central American rainforest for the 
production of beef for consumption in the United States. 

Sincerely, 


Dave Foreman 

for Earth First! and the Rainforest Action and Information Network 
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SAN FRANCISCO BURGER KING PROTESTED FOR RAINI 


The demonstrations against BUR- 
GER KING were kicked off in San 
Francisco on April 24 as the Inter- 
national Indian Treaty Council, 
Friends of the Earth, Earth First!, 
the crew of Greenpeace's Rainbow 
Warrior, and environmental singer 
Bill Oliver from Austin, Texas, 
gathered outside the Burger King 
at Powell and Market at noon. Oliver 
sang “Gotta have a habitat,” a big 
hrown-eved cow chased the rain- 
forest up and down the sidewalk, 
Bill Wahpepah, Dave Foreman and 
Randy Hayes were interviewed by 
dozens of newspaper, radio and TV 
reporters, and derilicts and punk 
rockers gather to watch the show. 
After distributing several hundred 
"Where’s the Beef From?” flyers, 
the protestors repaired to a local 
watering hole to discuss the fun 
and to speculate on how much 
media coverage the demonstration 
would receive. Somewhere around 
the third pitcher the earthquake 
hit. One demonstrator was heard to 
mumble while holding onto a beer 
mug, “There goes our picture on 
the front page..." 

SANTA FE 



San Francisco, California. David Cross photo. 




by Lance Christie 

Despite winds gusting up to forty 
miles per hour, about 25 intrepid 
Santa Fe Earth Firs tiers and All 
Species Project collaborators pick- 
eted the Burger King in Santa Fe. 
Chris Wells’ All Species people built 
a cow and, when the wind forced a 
cancellation of the real tropical tree, 
a cardboard palm. A quick raid of 
the trash at Burger King produced 
numerous boxes which were filled 
with rocks to prevent migration to 
California, and taped shut. A 20' 
banner read: “WHERE’S THE BEEF 
FROM?” It was carried by Mama 
Rue and local actor/Lake Foul 
demonstration veteran Doug Duran 
dressed as little old ladies. Because 
of the wind, most of the time they 
held the banner against the down- 
wind side of the Space Turtle, which 
was parked in a prairie dog town 
fronting Santa Fe’s main drag, Cer- 
rillos Road, to give passersby an eye 
(and hopefully brain) full while the 
cow grazed on the tree and shat 
Burger Kings. About six EFIers 
worked the parking lot and the 
drive-up window line, handing out 
flyers and explaining the “circus.” 
Burger King management was stu- 
diously absent, leaving a junior 
adolescent trainee in charge. Cus- 
tomers ranged from indifferent to 
encouraging and sympathetic con- 
cerning the fast food/rainforest 
issue, with no hostile encounters. 

A reprise of the banner and rain- 
forest publicity is planned during 


the All Species Day parade and 
events on the Plaza in Santa Fe on 
Saturday, May 19th. The All Species 
Project has a particular concern 
with rainforest preservation be- 
cause of the vast diversity of species 
dependent on the rainforest biomes 
of our planet. Members repeatedly 
thanked EFIers for organizing the 
demonstration at Burger Kings 
nationwide to give the issue addi- 
tional publicity and visibility. 


Boulder, Colorado. 
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BOULDER 

by Jeremy Kaplan 

Earth Firstlers in Boulder held a 
rally at Burger King on Saturday, 
April 28. We had a large two person 
papermache and fabric cow which 
was eating rainforest trees and 
shitting whoppers. About twenty 
people came to protest, including 
two local anarchists with very ex- 
plicit signs about corporate profits, 
starving peasants and environ- 
mental destruction. We handed out 
about a thousand leaflets and 
appeared on one local TV news 
program and in three local news- 
papers. At the beginning of the rally 
we spoke with the manager of the 
Burger King and with a Boulder 
policewoman, and assured them 
that we were not intending to 
directly disrupt Burger King’s busi- 
ness. We remained on the sidewalk 
in front of the place and leafletted 
cars coming in and out. At one point 
I went into the Burger King, spoke 
with the manager and ordered a 
whopper with no beef. The manager 
maintained that Burger King in 
Colorado uses only USDA beef. I 
asked him for documentation of 
exactly where his beef originated. 
He was not sure that he could pro- 
duce it but he agreed to keep in 
touch with me and let me know 
what he could come up with. 

After two hours at Burger King 
we went to the downtown mall, 
where we spent another hour and a 
half leafletting and talking to 
people. We found people to be gen- 
erally sympathetic and interested 
in information. We had a sign-up 
sheet with us and got about fifteen 
new names on it. 

Considering the last minute 
character of the organization for 
the rally, we felt it was very suc- 
cessful. I was personally impressed 
with how many creative and com- 
mitted people appeared to help with 
it, who had no previous experience 
with this sort of thing. I also feel 
good that I was able to act more as a 
facilitator for other people's energy 
than in a “leader” role. Boulder is 
ripe for Earth First! 

We are going to build on the 
momentum generated by the rally 
with a letter writing campaign to 
local newspapers, other rallies, 
such as at the “grand opening” of 
a new Hardee's restaurant, and 
with some as yet undecided action 
concerning a timber cut the Forest 
Service is planning at Brainard 
Lake, a very popular cross-country 
skiing, camping and hiking area in 
the mountains above Boulder. Most 
of what is needed to oppose the 
timber cut is a publicity campaign 
to let the people of Boulder know 
what the Forest Service is up to. 

We are forming as an official 
student group at the University, in 
order to expand our base and to try 
to get funding. There have been 
some recent, (unsuccessful) new 
right attacks on the funding for 
environmental groups on campus 
by the Students fora Better Ameri- 
ca, and there seems to be a need to 
define what a radical environ- 
mental group really is. To the SBA, 
anything to the left of William F. 
Buckley is radical. Among other 
things, there is a need to find out 
where the beef used by the campus 
food service comes from. 





OREST DESTRUCTION 



KANSAS 

by Daniel Dancer 

“Rainforest? What’s this all 
about? What are they doing now, 
putting sawdust in our burgers?” 
Comments like that and the joy of 
educating the public made our 
Burger King demonstration in Law- 
rence, Kansas, a booming success. 

The management was very pissed 
and responded appropriately by 
turning their sprinklers on. No 
problem. It was a rather warm day 
and we were glad to accent the 
situation with a rain of sorts. The 
looks of amazement and disbelief 
on passersby as we walked to and 
fro amidst the sprinklers carrying 
signs such as “Protect our Rain- 
forests” were very gratifying. We 
passed out 400 flyers including 3 
to friendly visiting policemen who 
seemed very anxious to protect our 
right to be there. Two Burger King 
customers came out of the restau- 
rant after reading the flyer and 
carried picket signs and passed out 
flyers for the last hour of the demon- 
stration. One employee quit and 
told of numerous arguments and 
questions from customers to burger 
personnel. 

It’s been rather frustrating being 
an Earth Firstler in Kansas. All 
the action is out west. It was great 
to work on an issue as important 
as our Rainforests. By the nature of 
the response I received I came away 
with the notion that perhaps one 
person can made a difference. I 
spoke to the Kansas University 
student council the week of the 
demonstration who by coincidence 
was considering letting Burger 
King or McDonalds set up a fast 
food operation in the student union. 
I had only 5 minutes but the Rain- 
forest issue is so powerful it caused 
quite a stir. 

During the demonstration Carla 
Vogel, the student body president, 
came by to picket and brought a 
copy of the Daily Kansan along 
describing how the fast food petition 
was vetoed primarily because of 
the rainforest issue. 

The clincher was that night at 
the Lawrence Opera House when 
Albert Griffths of the Gladiators 
(a top Reggae Band from Jamaica) 
mentioned seeing the demon- 
stration as a prelude to his very 
political and hard driving “Not 
afraid to Fight.” 

A very magical day! 


MICHIGAN 

by Hiawatha 

We had about 8 or 9 people show 
up in front of Burger King in Mar- 
quette, Michigan, to protest against 
their role in tropical deforestation. 
Protesters braved temperatures in 
the 40’s and gusty winds bringing 
the wind chill below freezing. We 
placed flyers on car windshields 
in the parking lot. Overall, the 
demonstration was a local success, 
although there was, at least in effect, 
a media boycott of our event despite 
its location on the main road and 
the press releases handed personal- 
ly to media reps. While trying to 
restrain placards from running 
away with the wind, we handed out 
information to incoming cars, and 
we were surprised to find over half 
of the people stopping to accept 
one. This was the first action of a 
fledgling Earth First! association in 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

— “Hiawatha" 


EUREKA 

by Michele Kagan 

Sixty rainforest fans and one 
people-powered cow demonstrated 
with signs, and banners in front of 
the Eureka, CA, Burger King on 
April 28th. Earth First! and Central 
America Solidarity joined together 
to organize the event. We were able 
to leaflet hundreds of people during 
the noon lunch hour rush and a 
good time was had by all. 

The local Burger King franchise 
owner was also passing out leaflets 
which stated that his franchise uses 
100% American beef and asked us if 
McDonald’s (directly across the 
street) had put us up to this. It is 
not likely that his claim of using 
only domestic beef is true. 

Our action was directed at the 
Burger King corporation not the 
local franchise owner. It was a good 
feeling to know that similar actions 
were taking place in other cities to 
protest the outrageous crime of 
tropical rainforest destruction for 
corporate profit in the U.S. 


Fairborn , Ohio. 


OHIO 

by Peggy Wright 

Because the media did not attend 
our celebration/demonstration, we 
created our own newscast to inform 
our community of our activities. The 
following was presented at a Satur- 
day night campus variety show and 
was very well received. 

NEWS UPDATE: FAIRBORN 

Today in Fairborn, 20 Antioch 
College Students dressed up like 
activists and trees and paraded in 
front of a Burger King Restaurant, 

They attracted quite a bit of 
attention and upset the Burger King 
employees. 

They were participating in a 
nation wide Earth Day protest di- 
rected at Burger King, protesting 
the use of Central American beef in 
Burger King hamburgers. 

Central American pastureland is 
created by destroying the tropical 
rainforests. These rainforests are 
sensitive, non-regenerating eco- 
systems. Already, 40% of the Central 
American rainforests have been 
destroyed. 

If better range and stock manage- 
ment methods were employed, beef 
exportation levels could be main- 
tained without destroying another 
rainforest tree. 

Not only is buying Central Ameri- 
can beef bad for Central America, it 
is bad for the U.S. DDT and Dioxin 
are used in Central American as 
pesticides even though they cause 
cancer in Americans. 

And buying imported beef means 
less jobs for fellow Americans. 

These were some of the things 
Antioch students told innocent 
passers-by and Dayton policemen 
during the demonstration. 

They chanted slogans like: 

Eat a whopper, Kill a tree 
Hold the pickles, hold the let- 
tuce, killing trees does upset us, 
and Buy American Beef. 


PORTLAND 

by Mama Sluglips 

On April 28th, Portland EF!ers 
joined by friends from ALERT, The 
Alliance For Social Progress, and 
Greenpeace carried signs and dis- 
tributed “Where’s the Beef From?” 
leaflets at a Portland Burger King 
Restaurant. About 400 leaflets were 
handed out during the noon hour 
demonstration. 

Our Burger King target covered a 


And sang “Happy Earth Day 
Dear Burger King” 

At the same time, a counter 
demonstration was staged by some 
neighborhood youths. They were 
dressed as young Ohio conserva- 
tives, in camouflage truckers hats, 
riding bicycles with fat tires. They 
carried signs made from twigs and 
toilet paper which didn’t say any- 
thing. They chanted such slogans 
as: 

What planet are you from? 

and Eat the beef, Eat the beef. 

For News Update Fairborn, this 
is Peggy Wright 

Good night. 

This piece followed the newscast. 
Introduced it by saying this is one 
of the most flexible, versatile issues 
to come along in a long time. 

We think every political/social 
faction on this campus can get 
involved in saving the Central 
American Rainforests from its 
own perspective. Here are some 
examples of how this might work: 
First, obviously, you environ- 
mentalists and ecology types can 
get excited about trying to save 
another endangered and pre- 
cious wilderness area. 

and you Save the Animals 
folks can get incensed about the 
destruction of all those thou- 
sands of rare birds and insects 
that only live in the Central 
American rainforests. 

and the Feminists can get into 
it because one of the issues is 
that 93% of the land is owned by 
7% of the people, but it’s pro- 
bably really owned by 3.5% of 
the people because it’s a patri- 
archy down there too. 

and the anti-imperialist pro- 
third-world people now can have 
another reason for wanting the 
U.S. out of Central America. 

and the socialists can get ex- 
cited because it’s capitalism and 
profits and private property that 
have made people start growing 
beef there anyway. 


whole city block. That gave us en- 
trances from four streets to cover. 
In addition, the Portland area 
Burger King offices just happened 
to be located across the street. 

The Burger King manager was 
out within two minutes of our arri- 
val requesting a leaflet. Then an 
executive from the Burger King 
offices informed us that Portland 
Burger Kings do not serve Central 
American beef. (How did he know?) 
He said that only Florida Burger 
Kings serve Central American beef. 


and the veggies can have a 
hey day, because not only should 
we not be eating Central Ameri- 
can beef, or Burger King beef, 
we shouldn’t be eating beef at 
all, so it's a pretty perfect issue 
for you all. 

especially if you’re a feminist 
vegetarian, or a socialist ve- 
getarian because then you’re 
killing two birds with one stone, 
but if you’re also a save the 
animals type, that phrase about 
the birds doesn’t work too well . . . 

and the Glen Helen associa- 
tion members can get upset 
because all of the songbirds up 
here winter down there and if 
there aren’t any trees there, the 
birds won’t have anywhere to 
go. 

and you generic politically- 
correct people can go wild with 
this issue because you can be all 
of the above factions at once 
without compromising your poli- 
tical correctness. 

and you anti-politically correct 
types can just say you hate 
Burger King and would like to 
see them out of business and 
then you won’t have to commit 
yourselves to any beliefs at all. 

and the generic hippies can 
feel good about helping people 
learn to eat better by not buying 
whoppers, and also, there’re 
finally some protests to go to! 

and listen, even you all who 
don’t have any convictions at all 
can get involved because a lot of 
oxygen is produced in the rain- 
forests and you need to breathe 
and if there are no more rain- 
forests there won’t be enough 
oxygen and then you’ll be in 
trouble. 

Did I miss anyone? 

This weni over extremely ivell. 
Members of the audience 
cheered for their oum particular 
factions - lots of energy!! 

Left a good taste in every- 
one's mouth - sweet seeds are 
planted...! 


He assured us that we were mis- 
informed. 

A photographer from the local 
paper took pictures of the demon- 
strators carrying “Where’s the Beef 
From?” signs with the Burger King 
sign in the background and Burger 
King’s huge American flag flying 
above. An employee from the neigh- 
boring McDonalds followed her lead 
and shot photos of the demonstra- 
tors and Burger King. We gave this 
McDonalds spy a leaflet and said 
we might be at McDonalds the next 
time. 



Eureka, California. 
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DAINTREE TROPICAL RAINFOREST - A WORLD HERITAGE WILDERNESS 


forest is disappearing at the rate of 
an area the size of Victoria each 
year (U.S. Academy of Sciences). 

The proposed Greater Daintree 
National Park contains two major 
areas of rainforest wilderness. 

The coast wilderness stretches 
from the sandy beaches of Cape 
Tribulation to the Upper Roaring 
Meg Valley and Thorton Range. 

The Upper Daintree River forms 
the heart of the wilderness area to 
the west. Here a wide clear and 
swift stream, it flows through a 
steep sided valley fringed with 
rainforest. 


Protection or Devastation 


These outstanding natural values 
have led to listing of the area as a 
National Heritage (Registering the 
National Estate), and recent recom- 
mendation by the International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources for 
listing as a World Heritage. 

The Queensland Government has 
reserved only 10 to 15% of the area 
as National Parks, and these have 
not protected all the major features, 
the wilderness areas or the eco- 
logical integrity of the region. 

Recently the Cape Tribulation 
National Park was violated by bull- 
dozers in an attempt to construct a 
through road. 


that within the area, forest has 
existed continuously for possibly 
more than 100 million years. 

The proposed Greater Daintree 
National Park contains a range of 
plant communities including low- 
land and montane rainforests, wet 
and dry sclerophyll forests, man- 
groves, fan palm and melaleuica 
swamps. The diversity of plant 
species and associations in the area 
cannot be equalled anywhere in 
Australia. 

Scientific study in the area has 
barely commenced and as many as 
10-11% of the species are as yet 
unnamed. 


The following report and photo- 
graphs are from the Australian 
Conservation Foundation. Inter- 
national action is urgently needed 
to save the Daintree from road- 
building and logging. 

The wild tropical rainforests 
which blanket the mountain ranges 
and valleys between the Daintree 
River and Cooktown are precious 
and beautiful. 

Here along the coast, is our last 
major intact area (120,000 ha) of 
virgin tropical rainforest, contained 
within a 350,000 ha region of rain- 
forest and associated vegetation. 

Living fringing coral reefs and 
white beaches form the eastern 
margin. (South of the Daintree 
many fringing reefs have been killed 
by siltation and pollution following 
land development.) Huge laurels 
( Calophyllum inophyllum), cotton- 
woods ( Hibiscus tiliaceus ) and wild 
frangipanni ( Cerbera mangas ) 
overhang the beach on the edge of 
the rainforest. 

From the coast the rainforest 
climbs abruptly over 1000 metres to 
giant boulder outcrops of Thornton 
Peak and Pieter Botte. The Roaring 
Meg Creek silently gathers its head- 
waters in this granite upland before 
crashing seawards in spectacular 
falls. 

Beneath the forest canopy is a 
clear understorey with knotted 
lianes, and a profusion of small 
trees, paims, fungi, vines, ferns, 
mosses, and leaf litter. Buttresses 
protrude from the forest giants, 
often covered with flower or fruit. 
The still blue pools of the unpol- 
luted creeks abound with jungle 
perch, turtles, crayfish, water 
snakes and eels. 


essential to provide short four- 
wheel drive access for the people at 
Bloomfield — yet it would shorten 
their drive to Cairns by only 5 km. 
Many Bloomfield residents are 
opposed to this road. 

Queensland has a tradition of not 
permitting the construction of 
through roads in national parks and 
the State law expressly forbids such 
roads. 

Blockade action has successfully 
slowed the construction. Council 
intends to try to complete the initial 
roadworks in 1984. 


Other Threats 


During December 1983, the 
Douglas Shire Council bulldozers 
pushed into the coastal wilderness 
in the Cape Tribulation National 
Park, funded with $100,000 from 
the Queensland Government. 

No preliminary survey was made 
of the road alignment. An “Environ- 
mental Impact Statement” prepared 
by the Shire Engineer makes shal- 
low mockery of the great scientific 
value of the origin. 

The Council claims the road is 


The proposed road is only the 
thin edge of the wedge of develop- 
ment in the wilderness and the 
Greater Daintree region. The 
Queensland Forestry Department 
has plans to log some of the remain- 
ing virgin areas outside National 
Parks if access becomes available. 
Tin miners are working in the 
area. Cane farmers and real estate 
developers are anxious to expand 
their activities. 


Fauna 


Conservation 


The greater Daintree forests are 
a refuge for many animals, some 
rare and others occurring only in 
the regiqn, whose habitats are suf- 
fering accelerated destruction. 
Bennett’s tree kangaroo is found 
nowhere else in the world. Much of 
the fauna is undescribed or awaits 
detailed study. Intriguing creatures 
such as the cassowary, the Cairns 
birdwing butterfly, Boyd’s Dragon 
and the Giant Atlas moth live here. 
Twenty species of bats have been 
recorded. 

The daytime forest resonates to 
the call of white-tailed kingfishers, 
rainbow lorikeets, noisy pittas and 
scrubfowl. A rain of seeds betrays 
the presence of Wompoo and Torres 
Straits pigeons in the canopy. The 
exuberance of life is expressed in 
the reckless flight of shining star- 
lings, the hoodlum shouts of cocka- 
toos and the colourful undulations 
of tropical butterflies. 

As dusk deepens, the low swerv- 
ing flight of swiftlets is replaced by 
the fluttering manoeuvres of bats. 
The darkened forest holds the fur- 
tive movements of possum, glider, 
quoll, native rat, mouse, bandi- 
coot and the silent stealth of the 
amethystine python. The timeless 
calm may be shattered by^the 
scream of a barking owl. 

Wilderness 


.COOKTOWN 


The Greater Daintree National 
Park will protect an entire eco- 
system, and provide opportunities 
for natural history study and out- 
door pursuits. 

Gazettal of this Park would be a 
major step toward the conservation 
of the rainforests in the humid 
tropics of Queensland. It will ensure 
the area remains a “crowning jewel 
of all of our natural wonders." 

The Great Barrier Reef which is 
situated immediately to the east of 
the area is already on the World 
Heritage list. Here we have a chance 
to protect one of the world’s most 
magnificent scenic rainforests 
alongside the world’s finest coral 
reef region. 

World Heritage listing would con- 
firm the International importance 
of the area and protect the area if 
the state government will not face 
up to its responsibilities. The 
responsibility for nominating the 
area for the World Heritage list rest s 
solely with the Federal Govern- 
ment. 
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“ The area provides a living museum 
of plants and animal species in 
what is one of the few remaining 
examples of undisturbed coastal 
rainforest in the world. ” 


iMOSSMAN 


The Daintree-Cooktown region 
may hold the key to unravelling the 
origin of flowering plants on earth. 
Eight of the world’s 14 primitive 
plant families are represented here 
by plants such as Idiospermum 
australiense and Austro balieya 
scandens. Botanists regard the area 
as a living museum, and believe 
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— Hon Johannes Bjelk-Peter- 
sen, Premier of Queensland, 
at 2nd World Wilderness Con- 
gress, Cairns 1980 


People have long sought peace 
and tranquility in wilderness. Today 
both wilderness and rainforest are 
diminishing rapidly - globally rain- 
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IN SEA RCH OF NATURAL THEOLOGY 


The speaker at the forest industry 
convention was vis !v agitated. He 

was addressing his ows on “The 

Environmental Pc ility.” “These 

people, these fans- os," he cried, 
“This ecology thin a it’s a religion 
to these people!” 

An interesting p oective, isn’t 
it? Evidently we he environ- 
mental movement t the appear- 

ance that we belie', m something 
beyond our press releases and 
picket lines. Is th oan right? Is 
ecology a religion us, or is it 
merely like a relig ? Is it even 
that? Some may ; cology in a 

purely scientific lig >r as nothing 

more than a politic uzz-word. 

Perhaps it’s just t we are not 

accustomed to thi, ig of ecology 
in religious terms i iewing relig- 
ion in ecological tes ,. Why should 
we even think abou , - . ying to recon- 
cile them? Doubtless many will 
consider any attempt at combining 
the two to be as easy and useful as 
trying to mix cow pies with the 
clouds. After all, aren’t the basic 
notions of ecology and religion in 
fundamental opposition to one 
another? 

If today they appear to be in 
opposition, we should realize that 
it hasn’t always been this way, and 
that it need not be so now or in the 
future. Actually, I think most of 
what we perceive to be contradic- 
tions between ecology and religion 
has to do with our confusion over 
the thousands of ways we have 
sought to define the latter, and not 
so much in how we have come to 
conceptualize the former. 

What does religion mean to you? 
Anything at all? Does it mean faith, 
scripture, doctrine, ritual, medi- 
tation, worship of supernatural 
embodiments? Is religion the 
domain of the spiritual and 'the 
metaphysical; the questing after the 
universal and the eternal? Is it the 
search for answers to the problems 


by Senegal Doren 

of meaning, of purpose, of life and 
death? Questions, questions! What 
does religion mean? 

Since it apparently means some- 
thing different to everybody, it’s 
beginning to look as though the 
word doesn’t really communicate 
anything of an objective nature any 
longer. It has come to convey some- 
thing entirely beyond objectivity, 
something quite un-worldly and 
utterly untouchable. Religion hasn’t 
always been this way. 

If we can’t find a useful answer to 
what religion means these days, 
then let’s examine instead its func- 
tion - what religion does. Let’s cut 
through all the centuries of dogma 
and darkness and look hard at the 
religious process. 

At their core, at their most ele- 
mental, aren’t our religions and 
theologians and cosmologies simply 
our individual and collective 
attempts to systematically place 
ourselves in the order of all things? 
Might it be that relgious thought 
and expression can be viewed in an 
essentially biological sense, as the 
process by which we human ani- 
mals seek to define the parameters 
of our ecological niche (our own 
“place in the order”)? 

This objective ecological view of 
the religious process has some 
interesting ramifications. First, 
since biologists maintain that all 
other organisms “instinctively 
know” their niche by virtue of their 
genetic make-up, it seems reason- 
able to suggest that our capacity for 
“religious” thought and expression 
- our capacity to learn to know our 
niche — is an inherited biological 
trait of our species. 

Second, if the capacity for relig- 
iousness is a genetic trait, it follows 
that different expressions of this 
trait will vary in terms of their 
relative survival values. Some 
forms of religious expression, of 
niche definition, will therefore be 


seen to be more adaptive for our 
species than others. This knife cuts 
very deeply. 

For example, what survival value 
is there in a cosmology which com- 
pletely denies our earthly context, 
and instead defines our proper 
place, our niche, in terms of a never- 
seen extra-terrestrial spirit realm 
— a theology which curses the Earth 
as the dominion of evil and which 
elevates to the level of the “holy” 
our crusade to subjugate and con- 
sume the living world? 

What is the adaptive value in 
those ways of life which totally 
exclude the reality of the non- 
human world and the interrelated- 
ness of all things? What chance for 
long-term survival would you give 
a race of beings which despises and 
mutilates the very source of its life? 

Our thinking has become terrify- 
ingly twisted. It’s no wonder so 
many of us feel lost and confused 
about the nature of reality (and the 
Reality of Nature). It’s the great 
tragedy of our kind, for apparently, 
H. sapiens is a child prodigy that 
has locked itself in its toy-room, its 
fantasy world, and has gone com- 
pletely insane. 

We must fully apprehend the fact 
that if our species had grown up 
with the proper attitude toward our 
place in Nature, we could have been 
the best thing ever to happen to life 
on this planet! Instead, we have 
become the most terrible scourge 
(short of some cosmic calamity) 
ever inflicted on the living Earth. 
Where did we go so far astray, and 
how can we reawaken to a sane 
reality? 

Might it be that we only started 
being a deadly danger to ourselves 
and the world when we stopped 
thinking of the Earth as holy? We 
once did, but a long time ago we 
“decided” we were no longer con- 
tent to live within Nature but that 
we must live above it. Certainly any 


notion of Earth-is-Paradise had to 
be rejected if we were to civilize 
(i.e., control, rule) the world. How 
could we possibly feel worshipful 
over that which we were poised to 
rape? 

Let’s open our eyes now to the 
fact that we have been lied to. 
Worse, we’ve been lying to ourselves 
as well. Lying about Earth and our 
place in it. Why the denial? Can we 
not see this is Paradise itself we are 
plundering? 

It’s time we brought Paradise 
down to Earth again. Of course it 
has been here all along, we just 
haven’t been allowed to see it that 
way. The sad fact is that most of us 
don't want to see it that way, which 
is the primary reason this incredible 
mass-deception has been so suc- 
cessful for so long. 

But the Earth is Paradise, the 
only Paradise, and deep down we 
know it. You know it! Paradise is 
here, it is now, it is very, very real, 
and we are destroying it! Yes, you 
and me, we are destroying this 
ultimate exquisite preciousness! 

I am crying. 

Crying because we don’t even 
seem to be Earth people anymore. 
Crying because spiritually we’re 
aliens on our own planet. Isn’t this 
mad? We live cubicled and sus- 
pended in some perverse supra- 
natural demi-world created in our 
own image. How can we break free 
of this mind-prison, and find our 
way back to reality and the Earth? 
Do you want to come back? I do! 

But how? How do we find our 
way to a new wholesome relation- 
ship with the Earth, to a new 
natural human ecology, to a new 
natural theology? How can we learn 
to know our place in the Earth when 
we’ve been away for so long? 
There’s no map, no guide book, no 
recipe or formula, no chapter and 
verse we can turn to. We have 
sighted land again, but our sails 
have no wind, and the current is 
strong against us. 

Take heart, though. At least now 
we know where we have to go and 


what we have to do. Clearly, in order 
for our species to achieve long-term 
survival in a geologic time sense, in 
order for us to achieve “eternal life,” 
we must realign ourselves in unity 
with the living, loving Earth which 
gives us life and which lives within 
us. 

This realignment process will not 
be painless. Our enemies — the 
enemies of the Earth - will make 
sure of that. Our journey home will 
demand sacrifices of each and every 
one of us. For us to have hope of 
seeing the coming Dawn it’s obvious 
we will need each other, and we 
will need to bring others to the 
Earth’s way as well. You can’t do it 
by yourself - there’s no such thing 
as an ecology-of-one. 

Difficult as it will be, it promises 
to be a marvelous and exhilarating 
journey! We will discover many for- 
gotten things and experience a flood 
of fresh insights, one of the first of 
which is that we have a tremendous 
head start over the seekers of days 
past. For if we totally accept that 
we are truly one being with the 
Earth, then we already know where 
we come from, and where we are, 
where we are going, and more im- 
portantly, where we are not going. 

In fact, we might even discover 
that we already “know” most of the 
things we need to know to find our 
way to the New Age. There is a 
great and ancient wisdom in our 
deeper selves, in the lives of our 
fellow creatures and in the Earth, 
and if we’d but accept this wordless 
wisdom in reverent silence and 
with an open soul, we would soon 
achieve the full, joyous revelation 
that ecology - the complete inter- 
relatedness of all being - is the 
most fundamental and profound 
religious truth of all. It is only with 
this knowledge that we will be 
prepared to undertake our journey 
toward Earth salvation. 

'mid the frost she saw 

steam rising from fresh cow pies 
merging with the clouds 


PLEASE HELP SAVE THE 
DAINTREE RAINFOREST 

The Director General of the 
International Union for the Con- 
servation of Nature, Kenton R. 
Miller has written to Australia’s 
Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, 
urging him to: 

“do all possible to save this 
important natural area... 
which is of world heritage 
quality.” 

After reading the above article 
about the Daintree Rainforest, 
please write to Hawke also (and 
encourage others to do so) urging 
him to take his international 
obligations seriously. His duty 
to the biosphere should not be 
thwarted by a short-sighted State 
Government in Queensland. 

Some points to consider: 

The world’s rainforests contain 
fully half of the world’s species 
of plants and animals - the very 
womb of life. The continued 
evolution of life on this planet 
depends on the survival of the 
genetic materials contained 
therein. 

The continued existence of the 
tropical rainforests beyond the 
first few years of the next century 
is in doubt. 

Australia, as the only developed 
country to contain tropical rain- 
forest, has the moral duty to show 
the way to those poorer nations 
which will have to take steps to 


preserve their tropical moist for- 
ests if the genetic future of the 
Earth is to be maintained. 

The Prime Minister, 

The Rt. Hon. R.J. Hawke, 
Parliament House, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 2600, AUSTRALIA 

• largest single block of virgin humid 
rainforest in Australia (120,000 
ha). 

• possibly part of the centre of evo- 
lution of flowering plants on earth. 

• diverse range of habitats includ- 
ing mangroves, fan palm and 
melaleuca swamps, wet and dry 
sclerophyll forests, montane and 
lowland rainforests. 

• a superb scenic area of reefs, 
beaches, rainforests and moun- 
tains. 


LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA 


Friends; Well, slowly recovering 
from my Road Show hangover. I 
was going to write up some of my 
impressions, but I confess it’s a bit 
of a blur. I had a great time meeting 
so many good folks. Want to thank 
you all for being there and keeping 
the faith. We may be organizing a 
Road Show for here soon. 

Next week, the Rainforest Infor- 
mation Center is heading up to Cape 
Tribulation in North Queensland to 
continue the blockade we were 
having before the rains to stop the 
roatiing of the Daintree tropical 
rainforest. We’ve got a 1957 Reo 
school bus fitted out as a mobile 
environment center/kitchen/what- 


by John Seed 

ever. It’s painted up as a rainbow 
and we’ll be putting EARTH FIRST! 
on the side. Looks like maybe eight 
adults and four or five kids will be 
travelling up in the bus accom- 
1 >anied by a convoy of other vehicles 
to stop the ’dozers. 

We had a Daintree Day rally in 
Sydney on April 28 and I spoke to 
the crowd of about 1000 about the 
hamburger connection and the 
demonstrations you folks were 
having on behalf of the rainforest 
that very day. Everyone dug it and 
after the rally, a bunch of us went 
down to Hungry Jack’s (like Burger 
King, controlled by Pillsbury) and 
handed out fliers, waved banners, 
beat on drums and scared the cus- 


There was the biggest ever peace 
march in Sydney in April. 120,000 
people (in the streets. Every weird 
group you can imagine was repre- 
sented and they all had their 
colorful banners and songs. Helen 
Caldicott adressed the crowd. 

It looks like the governing Labor 
Party is going to alter its no-ura- 
nium-mining policy at its annual 
conference in July, and we’ll be 
heading down from the Daintree 
(2,500 miles) to the Federal Capital, 
Canberra, to raise hell. About half 
of our Nomadic Action Group is 
down there already with a Peace 
Embassy tent on the Parliament 
House lawns and an office in town 
to organize the event. 



tomers away. 

The Solomon Islands rainforest 
protection plan is going well. Our 
friends and Earth First! contacts 
Vincent Vaguni and Job Dudley 
were both elected to the Western 
Solomons Provincial Parliament, 
and then Job was elected Premier 
(like Governor of a State). I’m head- 
ing back that way soon. Job says 
that the Save Rainforests banner 
(with “Earth First!” written on it) is 
hanging in his office much to the 
dismay of multinational loggers and 
ot her riff raff that drop by. We also 
made him a nice letterhead. 


The world rainforest action net- 
work keeps growing. Our material 
is being translated into different 
languages and we may be ready for 
a worldwide action next year. 


John Seed of the Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre in New South Wales 
recently toured the United States 
with the Earth First! Road Show. 
Now he is traveling Australia with 
the Nomadic Action Group (NAG). 
Here is his report on recent devel- 
opments down under. ’ 
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DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First ! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed ir, 
DEAR NED LUDD. 


SECURITY 

I found one dangerous suggestion 
in the otherwise flawless "Roads 
and Survey Stakes" by William 
Haywood. Namely: "...the only 
proper disposition for the obnox- 
ious flagging is to cany it out." 

Sadly, this view is both ecological- 
ly pure and purely dangerous. To 
sacrifice even one monkeywrencher 
to the judicial and prison systems 
in the interests of removing a 
bundle of incriminating plastic from 
pristine wilderness is sheer folly. 
My opinion is based on the follow- 
ing: 

Legal points. There is one major 
reason why the monkeywrencher 
should avoid carrying on his person 
or in his vehicle any potentially 
incriminating items that are not 
essential to the completion of the 
mission (items such as: damaged or 
stolen pieces of equipment, survey 
ribbons, souvenirs, tools used on 
numerous hits, well-thumbed 
copies of the ECO-DEFEXSE book, 
etc.) The reason is simple. Any 
person angry or strong enough can 
stop you and search your person, 
knapsack or car with virtually no 
legal restraint. Any incriminating 
evidence found could be turned 
over to law enforcement personnel 
and would likely be legally admissi- 
ble as evidence. Constitutional pro- 
tections against unwarranted 
searches and seizures apply only to 


law enforcement people and do not 
cover the actions of private citizens. 
Therefore, if you are stopped by a 
security guard, miner, logger, stock- 
man or groups of same, they may be 
angry or suspicious enough to 
search you against your will and 
come up with a bundle of incrimi- 
nating surveyor ribbons that will 
be used in court against you. Fur- 
thermore, it is not uncommon for 
law enforcement officers to con- 
veniently overlook the rules of 
probable cause and such, especially 
in remote areas, and simply conduct 
an illegal search of you and your 
car. If evidence thuslv obtained is 
eventually ruled inadmissible in 
court, this may prove of little com- 
fort to a defendent who has been 
subjected to arrest, imprisonment, 
harrassment and the related finan- 
cial and emotional costs. 

In addition, keep in mind that the 
dangers of this type of search may 
even be present at home. If your 
landlord should come around and 
either deliberately or accidentally 
search and find incriminating evi- 
dence, he could turn it over to 
police, or simply inform them of its 
presence, and it will all be very 
legal and dangerous to your free- 
dom. 

Never carry anything incrimina- 
ting if it is not essential. If you collect 
a bundle of surveyor ribbons, dig a 
hole, drop them in, place of couple 
of rocks on top, cover the whole 
mess with dirt and brush the area 



as soon as possible after a job. This — ~ 

can help remove incriminating dirt, COORS (Cont) mailing time! Coors, the sponsor of 

fibers, plant debris and the like. Watt, Burford and Reagan packs a 

Pay particular attention to grease The only justification given for lot of influence indeed! 

spots from heavy equipment. In a the high discharge limits on oil and The proposed Coors brewery and 

similar vein, you might want to grease is that they are based on its criminal approval by the State of 

vacuum out your vehicle and dis- concentrations "...used for many Virginia is one more example of the 

pose of the bag. Don’t forget the other industries where oil and irresponsible technologic expan- 
crack in the seat. Tools that leave grease is limited.” Nothing whatever sion that is tearing apart the fabric 

distinctive marks (pry bars, bolt and is said about the small volume of of our world, shredding and soiling 

wire cutters) should be periodically flow or other characteristics of the the best of the very basis of all that 

disposed of and replaced with simi- receiving stream such as its aquatic we treasure - in the end sacrificing 

lar items from a different manu- life or its use as a source for potable the freedom to choose our own 

facturer. The annual cost of such a water. The limits depend solely on salvation. In this case one more 

measure is less than a good lawyer what is required for an industry of river - indeed one of our most his- 

woula charge for an hour of his this size. If, as in this case, the tone and beautiful - is sacrificed 

time. Written material, intelligence industry is big, then the permitted to the illusion of economic gain, 

files, plans and maps must be discharge of pollutants is as big as Earth First! has requested EPA 

properly destroyed when their use- is required by the industry. There is administrator Ruckelshaus to re- 
fulness comes to an end. Resist the no concern whatever for the stream, voke the approval of the Virginia 

temptation to start a scrapbook. The the Potomac River into which it permit on the basis of the evidence 

experienced monkeywrencher con- leads, or Chesapeake Bay. As stated discussed here. We are not hopeful 

tinually reviews all such security in my previous article, approval of given the record of that agency. We 

measure to insure thoroughness. this plant was foreordained by all will continue the struggle to save 

Routine measures are the mark of state and federal agencies despite this river, 

experience and the entry point for citizen opposition. Indeed approval 

careless slip-ups. Check and re- of the state-issued discharge permit 

check. Don’t put off until tomorrow by the EPA occurred with embar- R.F. Mueller is awildemess activist 

the security measures that will help rassing rapidity between April 29 and Earth First! contact in Staun- 

you sleep well tonight. and May 2, 1980 - even including ton, Virginia. 


TRAIL OF RISING 
AND FALLING BIRDS 


We have reported previously on 
artist Lee Nading’s rising and fall- 
ing birds painted on highways 
across America. We're pleased to 
present his story of how the project 
originated. Watch for them as you 
travel America. 

by Lee Nading 

This is an account of one moment 
in an extended message-journey. ..a 
trail of art through the wilderness: 
wilderness, as original human nati- 
vity coerced by technographic cul- 
tural patterns; art, as it exists in 
one’s complete spectrum of sensi- 
bilities from naive joy to educated 
rage; trail, as choice of direction; 
journey, as the process of forming a 
covenant of deliverance from Mega- 
loization - the last stage in com- 
plete technography, immediately 
preceding which humanity will 
have its final opportunity to choose 
between eternal dehumanization 
and sweeping reformulations. 

I arrived in Moab, Utah, on May 
22, 1983, at 5:57 PM, with art and 
birds on my mind. Birds are the 
most universal symbol of the human 
spirit and man’s bond with nature; 
they are environmental litmus and 
sense of harmless freedom. Art can 
serve as victimless weapon in 
defense of your beliefs. I was looking 
for maps and updated literature on 
the proposed canyonlands nuclear 
waste repository. 

My rattletrap station wagon was 
squirting green stuff from the heater 
hose and the transmission sounded 
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like a rice grinder from Moose Jaw. I 
hadn’t been to this neck of the 
woods for ten years and I couldn’t 
help noticing that Moab had not 
become Salt Lake City as was prom- 
ised in the boomdays of 1973. (But 
this goodbye-uranium slump will 
soon end, now that China and Japan 
have been suckered into bailing out 
the avarice and greed of our Czarist- 
family uranium investors.) I needed 
someone to talk to. 

A prankster rockhound said I 
could find environmentalists across 
the street at the Poplar Place, 
infamous guzzle-hole to rafters and 
semi-solar types who like shouting. 
I sat for hours looking at maps while 
everyone looked at me like I was a 
fed. I learned, from two people who 
came over to investigate me, that 
around here no one says “nuclear 
waste repository.” It’s referred to as 
“the controversy,” taboo-like as 
though the topic has been slurped 
up by an alien flying machine. “We 
burned out on that six months ago.” 
“I’m just trying to get it together to 
live.” 

I spent two more days in Moab at 
a severe loss for ambiance, having 
my mechanical conveyance worked 
on, and worked on. Meanwhile, the 
only “controversy” literature to be 
found was at park service head- 
quarters, of all places. The ranger 
at the counter encouraged me to fill 
out their “controversy” question- 
naire with an opposed view. That 
heartened me, but I couldn’t resist 
looking her in the eye and stating 
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that if they put a rad dump in the 
canyonlands I’d never again come 
within one-hundred miles of the 
place. 

Riled up, I marched down the 
street and purchased a fresh gallon 
of white paint and a spanking new 
single-action, armor-piercing brush. 
I flashed back to my 1979 Environ- 
mental Artists At War (EAAW!) 
Calendar... triangulation laser 
sculpture in the Grand Canyon that 
shoots down sonic-booming jet 
fighters, purchased by the Museum 
of Modern Art. ..microwave-emit- 
ting March of Damns mural in the 
Elk Ridge Cafe in Blanding, that 
permanently euphorized every 
heavy equipment operator and 
developer within 200 miles... 

At sun-up the next morning, on 
May 25, I departed Moab and 
headed south to the Needles 
country and the proposed reposi- 


tory site at South Six-Shooter Peak 
in Indian Creek valley. Utah-211 
first enters the top of the valley at a 
canyon narrows, at the petroglyph 
site called Newspaper Rock. When 
standing on the ground at this cool, 
sheltered close in the cottonwoods 
on the stream guarded by the un- 
deciphered images from the hand 
of ancients, you can sense this place 
has a message. I continued into the 
valley past the caretaking eyes of 
Dugout Ranch, then the walls sud- 
denly opened into a vastness of 
monumental space and formations 
parading from dream-time into the 
physical reality of unspoiled land 
...Indian Creek valley. 

Halfway across the infinite valley 
I met Six-Shooter Peak, heir- 
apparent to national radiation for- 
ever. I stopped at the entrance to 
Davis Valley road, adjacent to the 
peak in whose bosom the defiling 


material would be implanted. Tech- 
nology has no wisdom. Technology 
is nothing more than ceasing to be 
nature. Dehumanization is the pro- 
cess of going away from nature 
toward dependent technologies. 
KoyaanqatsiL.life out of balance. ..a 
state of mind that calls for another 
way of life! This is landscaped in 
utter distress, but, no form of gov- 
ernment or culture is inevitable. 

In numbed mood and with solemn 
speed I got out my paint and brush. 
Something must be done for the 
humanation of this valley, to de- 
objectivize it from mere commodity. 
So I stepped onto the highway and 
painted a 22-foot-long hex-on-the- 
inhumans-who-threaten-this-pal- 
ace. A falling man-bird; an infertile 
hybrid that no god would conceive; 
one who confuses science with na- 
ture and art. Jinx on Nuclear Waste 
Repository! Jinx on Nuclear Waste 
Repository! 

When someone dies we grieve 
because their mind is lost forever. If 
this valley is defiled we will grieve 
because its soul will have been lost 
forever.. .one more step toward 
Technocalypse, wholly devoid of 
redeeming or divine purpose. 

I camped nearby, and at first light 
the next morning I returned to the 
site of the painting to photograph 
it, and to give the peak an under- 
standing wink and well-earned 
salute, and then I turned to leave. 
As I exited the valley I stopped 
once more at Newspaper Rock, and 
I realized the message of t he pel ro 
glyphs. ..“you stand in the portal 
to a religious place, if you have 
learned to see.” This spot is Un- 
natural and intelligible entrance 
to the Canyonlands National I’ark. 
This is a message place. 



Artist Lee Nading in his Neu > York studio. 
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CANYONLANDS NUKE DUMP - EARTH FIRST! SAYS “NO!” 

by Clenched Talon 


May 10, 1984 

Salt Lake City - “Lame Duck” 
Governor Scott M. Matheson of Utah 
has finally issued a statement 
against the D.O.E.’s proposed 
nuclear waste repository in Canyon- 
lands. 

“The substantial damage of the 
Canyonlands site, reinforces our 
conclusion that now is the appro- 
priate time for Utah to attempt to 
halt this process,” the governor said. 

Members of Earth First! have 
taken this to heart. The day after 
the governor’s statement the D.O.E. 
held a public “dis”-information 
hearing in Salt Lake City. 


Towards the end of the hearing 
eight picketers, most of them wear- 
ing white paper suits and white 
part icle masks, silently paraded into 
the auditorium. Some carried signs 
that read “NO WAY, NEVER” and a 
plumber’s plunger that read “Don’t 
FLUSH Canyonlands Away.” 

The group stood on stage behind 
the speakers, drawing cheers from 
the audience. At one point, one of 
the protestors jumped from the 
stage and joined the panel, keeping 
the sign “NO WAY, NEVER” above 
the head of a D.O.E. official. 

Another white-suited person ad- 
vanced to the audience microphone 
and began to “drill” a representative 


of the Bechtel Corporation, a con- 
tractor for the D.O.E. 

Earth First! — “My question to 
you is: What is the social-economic- 
impact on the people who hold those 
lands sacred, for whom an economic- 
value is not easily placed on the 
beauty, the grandeur, and the spirit- 
ual heritage of this place?" 

Bechtel — “That is what we have 
been talking about throughout this 
discussion. In terms of the value of 
the experience. You can’t quantify 
that and it is very difficult to quantify 
what kind of changes in the quality 
of life there may or may not be. You 
can look at what happens when a 
large industrial project moves into 
other places. You can look at what 


quality is going to vary from person 
to person.” 

Earth First! - 'We are not talking 
about...” 

D.O.E. — "If I could comment 
briefly. It is very difficult to make 
comparisons on two individuals on 
the kinds of satisfaction they derive 
from current activities. About the 
only thing you can do is to try to 
compare an individual at two dif- 
ferent points of time and ask him if 
he is relatively as well off before 
and after. For example someone who 
lives in the Moab area and does so 
in part because he or she enjoys the 
scenic beauty and if the repository 
was located in Canyonlands. Then 
this person decided to move to 


vidual who you chose from Moab 
was a Native American who was 
born of the land. W’ho was bom into 
a religion and tradition that held 
those lands sacred. Those lands to 
be filled with sacred places of power, 
temples, and burial grounds of their 
ancestors. We are talking about a 
different issue here other then one 
of aesthetics. We are talking about 
one that comes dangerously close 
to ethics. I know that this is a rather 
fruitless way for me to pursue you. 
but I want to say that there are 
people who for deeply spiritual 
reasons will defend Canyonlands. 
in particular, far beyond legal pro- 
cesses." 

APPLAUSE... 



Earth First.'cr .lim Tlti/lor urills DOE amt licrhtrl. 


someplace else. You would still have 
to determine whether or not he feels 
better off or worse off living in New 
Orleans then he did in Moab. That 
is a very, very difficult thing to do." 

Earth First! — "That is certainly 
not the type of thing I'm addressing 
here. What if the hypothetical indi- 


For more information on what 
you can do to STOP Utah's proposed 
nuclear waste repository, please 
contact Earth First! in Salt Lake 
City. 


they have and haven't done. You 
can learn from their mistakes. You 
can try your best to mitigate poten- 
tial impacts. What we can try to 
quantify and qualify is potential 
impacts as much as possible. When 
we look at the quality of the experi- 
ence of a visit to Canyonlands the 
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STERILE FOREST 



STERILE FOREST, by Ned Fritz 
Eakiri Press, P.O. Box 23066, 
Austin, TX 78735 (1983) 271 pp. 
Hardbound, $16.95; paperback, 
$12.95, postpaid. 

From the instant that the Sierra 
Club woman from Houston called 
Ned Fritz with the news that the 
Forest Service was marking stands 
in the Four Notch. Ned confronted 
conflicts: 

- The Forest Service insisted on its 
plans to clearcut the proposed 
wilderness area, 

- The “let’s-be-reasonable" chair- 
man of the local Sierra group 
opposed suing the Forest Service. 

- Ned’s wife warned him of the 
physical and emotional stress of 
suing a giant bureaucracy, 

- Mike Frome and Gordon Robinson 
agreed to testify about the disas- 
trous effects of indiscriminate 
clearcutting to the national forests. 

- Ned’s enjoy-life side argued with 
his social responsibility side. 


“I drifted toward the big lawsuit 
as a canoeist floats downstream 
toward a bad rapid, straining his 
eyes for passageways through the 
big rocks, delaying a decision to 
pull his canoe to the side, until he 
drifts far into the "V", too far to 
paddle out. and the current, with 
increasing velocity, sucks him 
into the churning cauldron." 
Likewise, this true story sucks 
the reader into a straight-through 
absorption, part of the reason the 
Texas Literary Awards gave it 
honors status for non-fiction. 

When the directors of the Texas 
Committee on Natural Resources 
approved, and Ned obtained a pro 
bono publico attorney, TCNOR filed 
suit for injunction. That's when the 
shit hit the fan. 

This is an inside story of actions 
and feelings, from the uprising of 
typically stolid East Texas hunters, 
to the Great Debate on the U.S. 
Senate floor between James Mc- 
Clure and Hubert Humphrey, for 
the clearcutting bill (National 
Forest Management Act) and 
Jennings Randolph and Dale 
Bumpers for meaningful restraints 
on clearcutting. Brock Evans led 
the Sierra Club into the “compro- 
mise" which has resulted in a 
continuation of wholesale clear- 
cutting throughout our national 
forests. 

Nevertheless, TCONR proceeded 
with its now Herculean mission. 
Fortunately, William Wayne Justice, 
of national fame (integration, prison 
reform, etc.), was the judge who 
tried the case. This book recounts 
the trial - the clashes between the 
pro-environmental witnesses and 
the timber-bureaucracy witnesses 
on the issues of recreation, wild- 
life. soil erosion, commercial 
monoculture, and the short-term 
profitability of timber. 

This story, unlike most movies, 
presents the law as it is, and the 
behind-the-scenes strategy argu- 
ments between the environmental 


attorneys, almost leading to fisti- 
cuffs. It portrays the stress upon a 
human being when his own govern- 
ment, through the Department of 
Justice, pounces upon him and his 
past during cross-examination. A 
crisis of proof arises and grows until 
the dramatic final witness arrives. 

Sterile Forest does not confine 
itself to the courtroom. By colorful 
language and black-and-white 
photographs, the book demon- 
strates the stark contrasts between 
the old-growth hardwood/pine 
forests of East Texas, with flowers 
and songbirds, and the new realm 
of pine plantations, with grass and 
poison ivy. 

Remarkably, the book is about 
half dialogue, including this pass- 
age, where Ned met an East Texas 
hunter who later testified: 

“Jim is in the tool shed, up the 
li ill there, "she pointed. “Comeon in 
and I’ll fetch him.” 

“ That's okay. I'll go find him.” 

I walked over to a galvanized tin 
canopy, under which were several 
tables, covered with tools and with 
parts. On the ground were wheels, 
engines, hoods, and all manner of 
junk. Under the canopy, amanwas 
hammering at a shaft. 


“Hey, Jim!" I called out. 

The man looked up. “Well, bless 
my Ixmes, you must be Mr. FritzF 
he excla imed. He united some grease 
qffh is hand and stm k it out.. I shook 
it warmly, grease and all. 

Jim grinned, minus a tooth, arid 
continued in a high, strong voice. 
“You asked me to show you some 
elements. Now are you ready to 
see elements up to your Adam’s 
Apple?” 

“Yep.” 

“AH right. I’m gonna show ytru 
thousands of acres of bare land. 
When do you wanta go?” 

“ Right now, man. I’m ready." 

“Are ya sure?” asked Jim. “It's 
hatter'll a road lizard out there." 

“That’s all right. I've spent a lot of 
summer days in Southeast Texas. ” 

“Co me on in the house and III put 
on my boots and well take out. Do 
you want a cup of coffee?" 

Sterile Forest is that rare com- 
bination of an entertaining story 
and accurate portrayal of issues, 
the fight to save our national forests 
from commercial exploitation and 
the struggle by citizens to obtain 
meaningful participation in their 
government in spite of opposition 
by giant bureaucracy. 



Ned Fritz. 


Even beyond that, it is an epic of 
inner struggle - whether to ac- 
knowledge one’s weaknesses and 
avoid an apparently overwhelming 
burden, or to run the risk, for a 
great cause. 

We recommend Sterile Forest to 
anybody. You will er\joy it all. 


Please send me copies of Sterile Forest by Ned Fritz at this special offer. 


One copy $12.95 each 

Two copies $10.95 each 

Five or more copies $ 9.95 each 


NAME ; 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

Mail orders to: 

EAKIN PRESS 
P.O. Box 23066 
Austin, Texas 78735 


SINKYONE BATTLE CONTINUES 


The struggle for the protection of 
the Sinkyone Wilderness, the “lost 
coast” of Northern California, is 
growing strong. 

The twenty-two people arrested 
or cited last fall in the success- 
ful temporary halt of logging by 
Georgia-Pacific Lumber Co. received 
a sentence March 12. The judge 
stated that if punishment is due it 
should be to help our cause. Each 
was assigned to write ten letters to 
persons influential in the decision 
of saving the Sinkyone (ie., state 
legislators, G-P shareholderse, etc.). 
He also requested that three repre- 
sentatives go to the state capital 
and plead our cause. 

On May 1 the lawsuit by the 
Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center of Garberville and 
the International Treaty Council 
against Georgia-Pacific on the Sally 
Bell grove was heard by the State 
Court of Appeals. As of this writing 
no decision has been reached. We 
are hoping of course for an out- 
right win although this in itself will 
not protect the Sally Bell grove. G-P 
would just resubmit the clear cut 
harvest plan (THP l-84-464M)with 
changes in the provisions and 
“mitigations” in line with the court’s 
decision and/or directions. 

On April 25, Bill AB3934 (Assem- 
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by Agnes Mansfield 

blvman Bates, Senator MeCor- 
quodale) was heard before the 
Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife 
Committee. This bill, which would 
basically make real the acquisition 
intent language of AB2 1 22 (Assem- 
blyman Hauser, Senator Keene) was 
set for ‘interim hearing’ in Septem- 
ber 1984. This means the bill cannot 
be voted on by the Legislature this 
year, needs further “input” and can 
be reintroduced in January 1985. 
To some this may seem like a set- 
back but given the gawd-awful 
political scenario of Sacramento it 
was the most positive move that 
could be made. This course of action 
keeps the issue alive, sets a full 
public hearing on the whole acqui- 
sition issue at the time of the Parks 
and Recreation Director’s report on 
progress in negotiations with 
Georgia-Pacific, and prevented a 
negative vote on the bill. The 
probability of a negative vote was 
very high with many legislators 
claiming that we hadn’t given 
AB2122 a chance to work yet. Of 
course G-P can continue and does 
continue the ‘work’ of devastating 
the Sinkyone Wilderness despite 
the alleged negotiations for acqui- 
sition underway. 

It is critical that Georgia-Pacific 
actually negotiates with the state 

June 20, 1984 


of California for land exchanges and 
purchases that will protect the 
Sinkyone Wilderness. The public 
interim hearing which is supposed 
to be held in September is a means 
of keeping the pressure on for this 
to happen. Georgia-Pacific just 
acquired about 325,000 acres of 
timberland and 17 plants for about 
$342.5 million. They can surely 
afford to sell or exchange 9,000 
acres to protect this Lost Coast. 

As we continue the struggle with 
our bodies, lawsuit, and legislation, 
G-P has submitted a new Timber 
Harvest Plan (THP 1-84-287 Men.) 
for 290 acres on the East branch of 
Jackass Creek, north of the Sally 
Bell Grove. This “harvest” plan will 
have very serious visual impacts on 
the coastal trail and is along an 
important lateral access trail. Some 
old-growth trees and habitat will 
be lost and great harm to the forest, 
soils and water of the East Branch 
basin will result. Serious down- 
stream effects on the spawning and 
rearing of steelhead, salmon and 
native trout can he foreseen. 
Twenty-four foot landings are 
called for, many of them adjacent to 
slides, on unstable areas or in the 
“Stream Protection Zone.” Five new 
roads are planned on steep and un- 
stable slopes. An archaeological 


inventory of the THP area has not 
been done nor have Native peoples 
been contacted. We hope the pres- 
sure and effects of our efforts to 
protect the Sinkyone Wilderness 
will help in the denial of this THP. 

A trip was made on May 1 to 
Augusta, Georgia, to the G-P annual 
shareholders meeting as a follow 
up of a January trip to Atlanta to 
talk to G-P executives. Stress was 
placed on the absolute need to 
protect 9000 acres they presently 
own on the Sinkyone Wilderness 
since they are the owner of close to 
5 Vi million acres in North America 
alone. Their nervous cordiality was 
the context for several classic plati- 
tudes: “We can understand your 
concerns because we have to be 
conservationists ourselves because 
we’re in the business of growing 
and selling timber.” The leased 
coastal trail under AB2122 was 
touted as, “a chance for the public 
to see forestland at different stages 
of re-growth.” When pressed on 
negotiations for exchanges and pur- 
chases one exec said, “It will depend 
on our harvest and regeneration 
plans.” Perhaps the most satiric- 
remark came from a former director, 
“1 don’t see why you’re so upset 
about cutting old-growth Redwood. 
The Bohemian Grove was logged 
and it’s beautiful!” If you don’t 
know, the Bohemiam Grove is an 
all male exclusive retreat 60 miles 
north of San Francisco nestled 


among the redwoods of Sonoma 
County. Every summer in mid July 
for two weeks the likes of Caspar 
Weinberger and Henry Kissinger 
meet in total anonymity and with- 
out public scrutiny and make policy 
decisions and sustain contacts that 
have catastrophic effects on our 
daily lives as well as mother earth. 
They also get the chance to “piss on 
a redwood tree.” 

WHAT TO DO 

The Sinkyone Wilderness is the 
last opportunity to protect sig- 
nificant coastal old growth in 
California. The steep slopes and 
cliffs plunging to the sea, hun- 
dreds of sea lions frolicking at 
Little Jackass Cove, osprey soar- 
ing about, mountain lion and 
black bear at home in the Sin- 
kyone and bulldozers and graders 
waiting. WE WONT GIVE UP! 
Funds and volunteer energy have 
been at the heart of the struggle. 
Legal costs, travel, office sup- 
plies, phone bills are all a part of 
the day to day needs of keeping 
the Sinkyone Wilderness alive. 
Public support is the only thing 
that has kept the struggle viable 
and enabled progress to be made. 
Please help! Write to Georgia- 
Pacific Corporation in Atlanta to 
the attention of T. Marshall Hahn 
and Stanley Dennison at 133 
Peachtree St. N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 



THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DEEP ECOLOGY 


Arne Naess thought it important 
to try to formulate the basic princi- 
ples of deep ecology (he sometimes 
refers to it as the “platform”) in a 
literal defensible way that would 
appeal to a great many people. We 
got together over the Easter vaca- 
tion in the California desert and 
came up with a tentative formula- 
tion. This formulation takes the 
place of the formulation which will 
appear in his reply to Richard 
Watson’s critique of biocentrism 
(deep ecology) ENVIRONMENTAL 
ETHICS, Fall, 1984. We invite com- 
ments and criticism from readers of 
Earth First!. While not underrating 
the importance of slogans and 
poetry, we have tried to move from 
this level to a more literal formula- 
tion. 

( 1 ) The well-being and flourishing 
of human and non-human Life 
on Earth have value in them- 
selves (synonyms: intrinsic 
value, inherent value). These 
values are independent of the 
usefulness of the non-human 
world for human purposes. 

(2) Richness and diversity of life 
forms contribute to the reali- 
zation of these values and are 
also values in themselves. 

(3) Humans have no right to 
reduce this richness and di- 
versity except to satisfy vital 
needs. 

(4) The flourishing of human life 
and cultures is compatible 
with a substantial decrease of 
the human population. The 
flourishing of non-human life 
requires such a decrease. 

(5) Present human interference 
with the non-human world is 
excessive, and the situation is 
rapidly worsening. 

(6) Policies must therefore be 
changed. These policies affect 
basic economic, technological, 
and ideological structures. 
The resulting state of affairs 
will be deeply different from 
the present. 

(7) The ideological change is 
mainly that of appreciating 
life quality (dwelling in sit- 
uations of inherent value) 
rather than adhering to an 
increasingly higher standard 
of living. There will be a 
profound awareness of the 
difference between big and 
great. 


30303. Ask them to start negoti- 
ating immediately for exchanges 
and purchases that will protect 
the Sinkyone Wilderness from the 
Usal Road west to the ocean. 
Write to the California Parks and 
Recreations Department and 
Commission, Director Wm. Briner 
and Chairman John Williamson 
at the Resources Agency Building, 
1416 Ninth St., Sacramento Ca. 
95814. 

Please come and visit this magi- 
cal wonderment. Your efforts to 
help protect this spectacular 
coast will be more effective and 
grounded if you take the time to 


(8) Those who subscribe to the 
foregoing points have an 
obligation directly or indirect- 
ly to try to implement the 
necessary changes. 

Comments on the Basic Principles: 

RE (1). This formulation refers to 
the biosphere, or more 
accurately to the ecosphere 
as a whole. This includes 
individuals, species, popula- 
tions, habitat, as well as 
human and non-human cul- 
tures. From our current 
knowledge of all-pervasive 
intimate relationships, this 
implies a fundamental deep 
concern and respect. Eco- 
logical processes on the 
planet should, on the whole, 
remain intact. “The world 
environment should remain 
‘natural.’” (Gary Snyder) 

The term “life” is used here 
in a more comprehensive 
non-technical way to refer 
also to what biologists 
classify as “non-living,” 
rivers (watersheds), land- 
scapes, ecosystems. For 
supporters of deep ecology, 
slogans such as “let the river 
live” illustrate this broader 
useage so common in most 
cultures. 

Inherent value, as used in 
(1) is common in deep 
ecology literature (“The pre- 
sence of inherent value in a 
natural object is indepen- 
dent of any awareness, 
interest, or appreciation of 
it by an conscious being.”). 1 


RE (2). More technically, this is a 
formulation concerning 
diversity and complexity. 
From an ecological stand- 
point, complexity and 
symbiosis are conditions for 
maximizing diversity. So- 
called simple, lower or pri- 
mitive species of plants and 
animals contribute essen- 
tially to richness and diver- 
sity of life. They have value- 
in-themselves and are not 
merely steps toward the so- 
called higher or rational life 
forms. The second principle 
presupposes that life itself, 
as a process over evolu- 
tionary time, implies an 
increase of diversity and 
richness. The refusal to 
acknowledge that some life 


visit and familiarize yourself to 
the beauty and inspiration here. 
If Georgia-Pacific continues to 
submit Timber Harvest Plans a 
non-violent blockade is inevitable 
if all else fails. For more informa- 
tion and to send in tax-deductible 
contributions write to EPIC Box 
397 Garberville, Ca. 95440 and 
the Sinkyone Council Box 283, 
Whitehom, Ca. 95489 or call 
707-923-2931. 

Agnes Mansfield is a resident of 
California’s Lost Coast and has 
been working to save the Sinkyone 
from logging for many years. 


by George Sessions 
and Arne Naess 

forms have greater or lesser 
intrinsic value than others 
(see points 1 and 2) runs 
counter to the formulations 
of some ecological philoso- 
phers and New Age writers. 2 

Complexity, as referred to 
here, is different from com- 
plication. Urban life may be 
more complicated than life 
in a natural setting without 
being more complex in the 
sense of multi-faceted 
quality. 

RE (3). The term “vital need” is left 
deliberately vague to allow 
for considerable latitude in 
judgment. Differences in cli- 
mate and related factors, 
together with differences in 
the structures of societies 
as they now exist, need to 
be considered (for some 
Eskimos, snowmobiles are 
necessary today to satisfy 
vital needs). 

People in the materially 
richest countries cannot be 
expected to reduce their 
excessive interference with 
the non-human world to a 
moderate level overnight. 
The stabilization and reduc- 
tion of the human popula- 
tion will take time. Interim 
strategies need to be de- 
veloped. But this in no 
way excuses the present 
complacency - the extreme 
seriousness of our current 
situation must first be 
realized. The longer we wait 
the more drastic will be the 
measures needed. Until 
deep changes are made, 
substantial decreases in 
richness and diversity are 
liable to occur: the rate of 
extinction of species will be 
ten to one hundred times 
greater than any other 
period of earth history. 

RE (5). This formulation is mild. For 
a realistic assessment of the 
situation, see the unabbrevi- 
ated version of the I.U.C.N.’s 
World Conservation Stra- 
tegy. There are other works 
to be highly recommended 
such as Gerald Barney’s 
Global 2000 Report to the 
President of the United 
States. 

The slogan of “noninter- 
ference” does not imply that 
humans should not modify 

— — — 


■some ecosystems as do other 
species. Humans have modi- 
fied the earth and will 
probably continue to do so. 
At issue is the nature and 
extent of such interference. 

The fight to preserve and 
extend areas of wilderness 
or near-wildemess should 
continue and should focus 
on the general ecological 
functions of these areas (one 
such function: large wilder- 
ness areas are required in 
the biosphere to allow for 
continued evolutionary 
speciation of animals and 
plants). Most present desig- 
nated wilderness areas and 
game preseves are not large 
enough to allow for such 
speciation. 

RE (6). Economic growth as con- 
ceived and implemented 
today by the industrial 
states is incompatible with 
( 1 )-(5). There is only a faint 
resemblance between ideal 
sustainable forms of eco- 
nomic growth and present 
policies of the industrial 
societies. And “sustainable” 
still means “sustainable in 
relation to humans.” 

Present ideology tends to 
value things because they 
are scarce and because they 
have a commodity value. 
There is prestige in vast con- 
sumption and waste (to 
mention only several rele- 
vant factors). 

Whereas “self-determina- 
tion,” “local community,” 
and “think globally, act 
locally,” will remain key 
terms in the ecology of 
human societies, neverthe- 
less the implementation of 
deep change requires in- 
creasingly global action — 
action across borders. 

Governments in Third Word 
countries (with the excep- 
tion of Costa Rica and a few 
others) are uninterested in 
deep ecological issues. 
When the governments of 
industrial societies try to 
promote ecological meas- 
ures through Third World 
governments, practically 
nothing is accomplished 
(e.g. with problems of de- 
sertification). Given this 
situation, support for glo- 


bal action through non- 
governmental international 
organizations becomes in- 
creasingly important. Many 
of these organizations are 
able to act globally “from 
grassroots to grassroots” 
thus avoiding negative 
governmental interference. 

Cultural diversity today 
requires advanced tech- 
nology, that is, techniques 
that advance the basic goals 
of each culture. So-called 
soft, intermediate, and alter- 
native technologies are steps 
in this direction. 

) 

RE (7). Some economists criticize 
the term “quality of life” 
because it is supposed to be 
vague. But on closer inspec- 
tion, what they consider to 
be vague is actually the non- 
quantitative nature of the 
term. One cannot quantify 
adequately what is impor- 
tant for the quality of life as 
discussed here, and there is 
no need to do so. 

RE (8). There is ample room for 
different opinions about 
priorities: what should be 
done first, what next? What 
is more urgent? What is 
clearly necessary as opposed 
to what is highly desirable 
but not absolutely pressing? 

■Tom Regan, “The Nature and 
Possibility of an Environmental 
Ethic,” Environmental Ethics 3 
(91981) 19-34. 

-See e.g.. Henryk Skolimowski, 
Ecophilosophy (Marion Boyars, 
1981). 


Again, let us emphasize that this 
is a first approximation at a formu- 
lation. We welcome all comments 
concerning additions, deletions, 
changes, rewording, etc. 

Artie Naess 
George Sessions 


George Sessions and Arne Naess 
are leading international devel- 
opers of Deep Ecology. Arne Naess 
is a Norwegian philsopher who 
originally coined the term ‘ Deep 
Ecology. ' George Sessions teaches 
philosophy at Sierra College in 
California and edits the Eco- 
philosophy Newsletter with Bill 
Derail. 


SALLY BELL WAS NOT HER NAME 

spirit creator. creation, 
creator spirit within you, 
sister of the broad-boned soil you are, 
grandmother of long memories you are. 
spirit calls your name, 
mother spirit calling “Sinkyone!” 
for the living who listen 
for creator within all things 
within all beings of water and blood, 
flesh and stone, feathers 
scales and fur and shells 

like your smoky hair wet with the green rose light 
of dew bright with sunrising 


and your cool sweet cheek kissed 
by a steady nor’westerly clean from the arctic 
that lifts up the sea lion songs 
to this ridge where we stand with you 
come home, 

here where the people live 
listening to mother spirit calling 
your name home, 
here where the people lived 
listening to the ancient standing ones 
who know and freely tell the secret stories, 
the moving breath 
of spirit, creator, creation. 

- Deerhawk 
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ARMED WITH VISIONS 


i- u j 


SICILIAN MISSILES, 
A FARMER SPEAKS 


(for Francis Rivers) 


We open our earth to make room for the death 

of an enemy we cannot see, 

who does not know the hunger knives 

that turn in our children's stomachs 

or the speed of our hands 

in a moment of crime. 

We steal to live. 

Our government steals to kill. 


We bury our fists, we 

vyho dig for nothing 

know that finally our land 

has climbed away from poverty, 

that even we afford 

the sleeping death that eats our soil 


Invisible foreigner, does your tongue 

split when you speak of us, 

the jagged half pronouncing hate 

while the half that curls 

around your appetite 

describes how much alike we are, 

how you too. crawl for snails 

and never clean your homeland's dirt 

from your broken skin. 

David Chorlton 




NO PASARAN ! 


burger king burger blues 

fold man out for a moment: 

we have rainforests that have stood the test of time, 
that harbor perhaps half the world's species, 
now fold man in: 

we have millions of acres of rainforest destroyed 

each year, 

all that diversity and beauty and harmony, 

all that glorious shining vibrant life, 

so that grass, a monoculture, can be planted, 

and cattle raised for export to the usa, 

where it is sold more cheaply than amerlcan beef, 

depressing the ranchers here whose livelihood it is, 

so that someone can cut comers, 

someone can sell hamburgers a few pennies cheaper, 

or make a few pennies more on each burger. 

and we (make mine rare!) who Imagine ourselves 

lions, tigers, leopards, the nearly extinct 

but still macho symbols of our universe of thought, 

are sheep: Ignorant sheep, sheep carnivorous 

at second hand, eating the jewelledjungle cats, 

the rarest orchids, eating the rainforest down. 


DENNIS FRITZINGER 

Berkeley 


When they come for your brothers with long knives showing, 

No pasaran ! 

4 >a> 

When they come for your sisters with their zippers wide open, 

No pasaran! 

When they come for your mom to stick an atom bomb in her bosom, 

No pasaran! 

When they come for your son with a gun, ®l® 

No pasaran! OTK 

When they come for Santiago and Juan, lur 

No pasaran! t8l 

When they come for Maria and Juana, A'O . 

No pasaran ! 

When they come for Salvador and Guatemala, . / 5*1 j'jC 

No pasaran ! /' — r Q ypYc 

When they come for Grenada and Nicaragua, ^^^^S*** 

No pasaran ! 

When they come for the blacks and the jews and the reds and the browns 
No pasaran ! 

When they come for the wolf and the whale and the grub and the loon, 

No pasaran ! 

When they come for the first flower, Solar t 

No pasaran! and pi 

When they come for the Last Rites, Un t tl" 

No pasaran! whore 

When they come to steal the scent of your sweet sinsemilla, ar| d ju 

No pasaran ! 

When they come for the wet green flesh of the trees, 

No pasaran ! ^ 

When they come with their helicopters and their 2,4-D, ^|K 

No pasaran ! 

When they come for the keys to the No-Go Road, 

No pasaran ! 

When they come with boxes of dead fish from our rivers, jo 

No pasaran ! 

When they come with boxes of dead birds from our forests, \ 

When they come to piss on our lawns with their poison 
factory peckers, 

No pasaran ! 

When they come to drag you off to their video mauseleums. 

When they come with decrees of government by ground meat, 

No pasaran ! 0 

When they come for our eyes with the lies, -y^ ' \ . i 0 

Nopasaran! v \ 'jW [/Ifv z* 

No pasaran! v :A) Jj jln/LT 

No pasaran ! ■" 

When they come to foreclose on our minds and our hearts, 

No pasaran ! 


U.S. HIGHWAY 56 - 
SOUTHWEST KANSAS 

The spicy scent of sagebrush 

is left behind in the high desert 

as the mountains recede 

and horizons of fenced farms 

squat before the eyes 

as the road drops into the Middlewest 

and a caucus of stinks 

accosts our noses- 

petrolium, broam seed, wheat chaff, 

the menstrual reek of feedlots-- 

the odors rising from the vast plumbing 

of the Oglala aquifer, 

the roadside helium plant, oxygen factory, 

C02 and ammonia works, underground 

terminals of propane and oil, 

silos rising through humid air 

oil wells masturbating, 

and in every town beside the rails 

elevators of grain 

more stunning than church spires 

lure combines wider than the road 

taller than the trees. 


Don Levering 

Santa Fe 


all rights reserved to authors 


KOYAANISQATSI 


Solar buicks and rodeo lawnmowers 
and plastic hippies in their chevy vans. 

Isn't there anyone anymore who doesn't use a machine, 
who remembers the Indian old style dreams 
and just walks upon the land? 




Loren "Crow" Bellrichard 


paid political ad 
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JOHN ROSS 

Areata 


Diane Dickens 

Seabrook 


POSTCARD FROM NICARAGUA 
Dear Artful 

Poetry and the revolution 
have merged and 
it is unbelievable 

Unsigned 

1984 


SEA SHEPHERD 
Save the Seals 



We Took Our Protest Ship to the Hunt 
We Stopped the Sealing Ships and Saved 
70,000 Seals 

Our Ship was SEIZED - Our Crew JAILED 


NOW WE NEED YOU 

Please send your donation to: 

Sea Shepherd Defense Fund 
P.O. Box 7000S 
Redondo Beach 
CA. 90277 

Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. 


WILDERNESS • AMISH FARMS • MOUNTAINS 


COASTLINES 


WILD 
AMERICA 

can be your campus for 
graduate, undergraduate 
or high school' degrees 

* Special junior high school program available 


A One- room Schoolhouse on Wheels 

The Audubon Expedition Institute is 
small groups of inquiring college, high 
school, graduate students, and staff mem- 
bers who travel across the country as a 
learning community. As they camp out 
September-May and summers— hiking, 
canoeing, and skiing— the Expedition vis- 
its people and places to observe, discover, 
question, and develop a practical aware- 
ness of relationships within and between 
Americas ecosystems, cultures, and history. 


Our Classroom is Wild America You can't 
fully learn about the environment or ca- 
reers by sitting in a classroom. That's why 
the Expedition uses a hands-on approach. 
Well teach you practical skills in ecology, 
community development, conservation, 
human relationships, energy use. nutrition, 
as well as the academics of the natural and 
social sciences, music and art, education, 
and personal psychology. Seventy-five ac- 
credited courses are offered. 

Who Should Apply High school, college, 
graduate students, or teachers ^ who want 
to experience an environmental education 
alternative □ who want to lead an ecologi- 
cally sound life ^ who want to ask and find 
answers to important questions about the 
world they live in. 

The Expedition Education Advantage 

~| incorporates all previous undergraduate 
course work □ offers accredited career 
internships, independent study and life 
experience awards financial aid. post- 
graduate grants. AA. BA. and MS degrees* 
courses emanate from real-life encoun- 
ters. community process and environ- 
ntental issues. 


Send for complete information packet and student newsletter 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
EXPEDITION INSTITUTE 

Dept. 9 Sharon • Connecticut 06069 • (203) 364-0522 

Students arc admitted regardless of their race. sex. religion or national origin 


. TRADITIONAL MUSIC • BACKPACKING • OBSERVATORIES. • WILD Rl 


Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 

Howie Woike’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided. Wilderness 
Backpacking 
Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


/^Pk KAYAK, PADDLE. OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

,or ° ,h ' o r 'oRAD° ! 

I _ HELP ^ Whfe: 

fi.NO n FOR-Colorado Plateau 

Box 338 

Moab, Utah 84532 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 801-259-7008 


why do people 
sink whaling ships, 
release dolphins, 
boycott veal..? 

Haven't you ever wondered whether we 
really need to exploit animals and nature 
the way we do? 

A movement is being built to challenge 
these forms of exploitation and the cultural 
attitudes that go with them. Nature alien- 
ation wounds our society; the healing 
requires political action. 

Read about it in AGENDA, the indepen 
dent, bi-monthly newsmagazine of the 
rapidly growing animal rights/liberation 
movement. 

AGENDA'S 25 contributing editors keep 
you in touch with the action for improved 
relations with the rest of the planet. 

□ Here's $15, 

Send AGENDA 
for one year. 

□ Here's $2. 

Send a sample 
AGENDA. 




City. 


.Zip. 


Mail check and coupon to: 

Animal Rights Network 
Box 5234/ Westport, CT/06881 


FOR SALE: Shares in a remote 
ecofreak community farm in the 
Siskiyou Mountains of southern 
Oregon. The land is owned in com- 
mon with separate dwellings, and 
has a river, creek, several ponds, 
diverse ecosystems, and is adjacent 
to proposed wilderness. We are into 
Earth First!, living lightly on the 
land, organic gardening and gentle 
interaction as a family. We are not 
into violence, dogs, cows, goats, 
horses, guns, killing or eating ani- 
mals, and dogmatic religious trips. 
For more info, send SASE to Chant, 
POB 1330, Jacksonville, OR 97530. 


WHITE SPIRIT WOLF HYBRIDS 

May/June cubs. Parents are regis- 
tered Wolf/ Alaskan Malamute. 
Native American. Highly intelli- 
gent, sensitive animals. Perfect EF! 
companion. For info: please write 
White Spirit Wolf Hybirds, cl o 
Richard Duncan, POB 248, Deer 
Lodge, MT 59722. 


USGS TOPO 
MAPS 
JUST $2.00 

The US Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 
$2.25 and most private deal- 
ers charge $3.50 or more. 
Earth First! sells them to you 
for only $2.00! To order, sim- 
ply send us a list of the maps 
you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7*/2 
to 15 minute quads) with a 
check to “Earth First!” at 
$2.00 each. There is a mini- 
mum order of 5 maps or $10. 
Be sure to use the correct 
USGS name and scale for your 
maps or there win be a delay 
in ordering. Maps will be 
shipped directly to you by 
USGS and you should receive 
them about 2 weeks from the 
time you send us your order. 
Contact the USGS (or EF!) for 
state indices. Order maps 
from Earth First!, 230 West 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Special USGS maps (National 
Parks, States, 1:250,000 and 
others costing $3.60 from 
USGS) are $3.00 from Earth 
First!. 


Forest Planning magazine watch-dogs John Crowell and the Forest 
Service as they attempt to drastically increase timber cutting on the 
national forests. Recent issues of Forest Planning have exposed 
Crowell’s program to exaggerate the costs of wildlife protection, his 
plans to ignore the five-year reforestation standard, and his orders to 
revise plans which didn’t propose as much timber cutting as he’d like. 

Forest Planning is published by CHEC, a non-profit forestry 
consultant firm which is dedicated to providing environmental 
groups with technical expertise at a reasonable cost. CHEC has 
reviewed one-third of all the forest plans published so far, and has 
found serious problems with all of them. CHEC’s review of the 
Santa Fe Forest Plan, for example, led the Forest Service to withdraw 
the Plan for revision. 

Forest Planning is published eleven times a year and costs $15 for 
individuals and non-profit groups. (The Forest Sendee has to pay 
$20 and timber companies must pay $25.) You can order it by 
writing CHEC, P.O. Box 3479, Eugene, Oregon 97403. 


EDWARD 

ABBEY 


Beyond the Wall 

By Edward Abbey 

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim 
Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and James Dickey 
have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all 
agree that Abbey is “the 
Thoreau of the American West.” 

Here is Abbey at his best 
on a lyrical journey through 
miraculous, wild places from 
Alaska to Mexico — well 
beyond the constraining wall 
of contemporary life. 

• First Edition 
Hardcover 

Signed by Edward Abbey 

$25 from EARTH FIRST! 

__ POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 

LIMITED OFFER All proceeds to Earth First! 



EDUCATIONAL WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE 

• HIKE IN COMFORT AS OUR FRIENDLY LLAMAS CARRY YOUR LOAD 
a FEAST ON OUR NATURAL GOURMET MEALS 

• ENJOY TXT MOUNTAINS AM) FORESTS IN SMALL f. HOURS W A TON 

• PICNIC DAY HIKES. WEEK END TRIPS EXTENDED EXPEDITIONS 

• EXPLORE THE ENDANCERED WILDERNESS Of SOUTHWEST OH W.MN 

AND NORTHWEST CALIFORNIA 
■ KALMIOPSIS ■ RED BUTTES 

• DAKUBETEDE ■ SKY LAKES 

• MOUNTAIN LAKES m HIGH SISKIYOUS 

• ROGUE UMPQUA DIVIDE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A FRF.E BROCHURE WRITE 
SISKIYOU LLAMA EXPEDITIONS 
I'O BOX I -MO JACKSONVILLE ORE N7MU 


RAISE BIOREGIONAL CON- 
SCIOUSNESS with KATUAH “Medi- 
cine Allies” T-shirt. Traditional 
Southern Appalachian Totems: 
Rattlesnake, Ginseng and Thunder- 
being. 2 color design on 100% cotton. 
S-M-L-XL in silver or ecru. Send $9 
(postpaid) to Two-Bird Exchange, 
POB 327, Highlands, NC 28741. 





" Those who justify 
their prejudices 
seldom recognize 
they are prejudiced.' 


Aren’t most Americans prejudiced 
against nature? 

ta rad: Acainnt Nati re A Giidekooe 
for Tilt Liberation of Self s Planet 
by Dr. Michael J Cohen. Director. Satinnal 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute $” 80 

Ala i Li hie at i our library or bookstore 

CobBleSmitH— 1 

FREEPORT. MAINE 04032 


ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST! 
Reach thousands of refined minds 
with yonr slick Madison Avenue 
message in our high-toned, sophis- 
ticated publication. Rates are as 
follows: 


Full page 
Half Page 
Fifth Page 
Tenth Page 
Column Inch 


$110 

$70 

$35 

$20 

$4 


Colums are two inches wide. Page 
fractions may be done in a variety of 
ways but all ads must be 2, 4, 6, 8 or 
10 inches wide. Ads that do not fit 
these dimensions will be PMTed to 
that width and an additional $5 will 
be charged. Ail prices are for camera- 
ready copy. Classified ads are avail- 
able for 10c a word ( $2.50 minimum). 
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THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With ‘ 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventingtheconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 

* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE - Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE - 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 

HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By” space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. Well mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, well let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 


v EXTRA COPIES OF 
" EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Gon- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can make good 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Try to get others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico, CA 95926 for this. 

We also have hack issues of EARTH 
FIRST! available. Let us know which issue(s) 
you would like a copy(ies) of. Please send 
$1 postage (first class) for each copy or 
appropriate third class postage for several. 
Back issues should be ordered from POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301. Back issues available 


EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin'River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis, 
& Siskiyous, -Deciduous Forest Preserve, Ned 
Ludd’s Tool Box: The Cutting Torch, Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary, 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, Canyon Country Issues, What You Can 
Do As An EF!er, How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

LITHA June 21, 1983: Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Wilderness Preserve System & Map, 
EF! & Watt At Lake Foul, Franklin River 
Victory (Australia), Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 


Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 


Here’s $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 

'Here’s $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas. 


Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 


SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1983: Sinkyone Blockade, 
YULEDec.21, 1981:EF! Road Show over- Forest Wilderness Campaign, Rainforest 
view, tree spiking, EF! Preserves. Burgers, Bald Mountain in Retrospect, Earth 

BRIGIDFeb. 2, 1982: Oil & Gas Leasing in First!: The First Three Years, Review of 
Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman’s EF! arti- Conservation Biology, Salt Creek as an Epic 
cle reprinted from the Progressive. Poem. 


EOSTAR Mar. 20, 1982: Nukedump in Can- 
yonlands, Mardie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 

BELTANE May 1, 1982: Little Granite 
Creek (Gros Ventre) Oil Rig, G-0 Road, How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EFter. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on 
Books & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Ser- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness, Nuclear War 
as an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 21, 1982: Battle of Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia), Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management, 
Earth Bonding (very few copies left). 


YULE Dec. 22, 1983: Freddies Attack 
Wilds, Why the Forest Service Sucks, 
Utah Wilderness Proposal, Black Rock 
Desert, Sinkyone, Greenpeace in Siberia 
Coors. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984: Oregon RARE II 
Suit, Idaho Wilderness, Forest Service 
Arrogance Unveiled, Smoke Bombs, 
Stopping Trapping, Coors Invades 
Shenandoah. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1984: Burger King Pro- 
test Set, Shipwrecked Environmentalism, 
Solomon Islands, Bald Mt. Road Crumbles, 
Southern Utah Wilderness, Dave Brower: 
Muir’s Disciple, Tree Spiking. 

OUT OF PRINT ISSUES: Aug. 1, 1982, 
Sept. 21, 1982, Aug. 1, 1983, Sept. 23, 
1983. 


I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address: 

Referred by 

Name 


Address . 


City. 


.State. 


.Zip 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours - whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $2 50 and you Ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 


use an alias. £ GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 


Page 22 EARTH FIRST! 


June 20, 1984 


EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS & 

SNAKE OIL 



T-SHIRTS 

DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT. 
Black only. 50/50. 


TOOLS — John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25% polyester. 

FUCK BECHTEL - Tell the 

ultimate multinational corporation 
what you think of them. Designed 
hy Bill 'furk. Red and black “Bechtel 
Logo” on blue. 100% cotton. 

EARTH FIRST! - Fist with 
words "EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth” in 
black on green or red or green on 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 


SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS — Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 


NEW BUMPERSTICKER 

EF!’s endorsement for the ’84 
presidential campaign: 

ANYONE BUT REAGAN 

Red and blue on white. Be 
the first on your block to have 
one. 


EARTH FIRST! - Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No _ Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in red 
ink. Smaller size (shownbelow) 
30 for $1 ! (20« postage.) 



*'»• D. («*»»*' 


GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 



NEW CAMO CAPS 

We’re getting new camouflage 
baseball caps. They’re 100% 
cotton front and back, imprint- 
ed with the EF! fist logo and the 
words “Earth First! No compro- 
mise in defense of Mother 
Earth” in black. $7.00 postpaid. 


* HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 



PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 

postpaid 

prices 


T-shirts $8.50 

French-cut T-shirts $9.00 

Bumperstickers $1.00 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) $1.25 

Monkeywrenches $1.00 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps $7.00 

I 

1984 Earth First! Calendar $3.00 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar $8.00 

Li’l Green Songbook $2.00 

Hayduke Lives Patches $3.50 

Beyond the Wall $25.00 

Good News $20.00 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged. 

how 

many Total 

T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size Color 

French cut or regular 

Glen Canyon Damn 

Size Color 

Defend the Wilderness 

Size Color 

French cut or regular 

Fuck Bechtel (blue) Size 

Tools Size Color 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

Earth First! 

Rednecks for Wilderness 

Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Hayduke Lives 

Anyone But Reagan 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! (30/sheet) 

Coors (10/strip) 

CALENDARS 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

SNAKE OIL 

Monkeywrench(s) 


EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 
Li’l Green Songbook(s) 

Hayduke Lives Patches 

BOOKS 


Beyond the Wall 

Good News _ 

OKAY, HERE’S _ 

SEND TO: 

Name 

Address , 

City State Zip 
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Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Foreman, Dave, et al., eds., Earth First! 4, no. 7 [misprinted as no. 8] 

(1 August 1984). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6854 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 
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BLOCKADERS ROUGHED UP 
IN MIDDLE SANTIAM 



Deputy drags Steve Peterson by the hair. 



Deputy on his ass in the dirt after Peterson’s hair pulls out. 


MONTANA EARTH FIRST! 
TAKES SENATOR’S OFFICE 


by Peggy Bond 

| A DREAM COME TRUE 

| It was Tuesday morning, July 11, 
1984. Earl Hiett and Howie Mc- 
Dowell arrived at the Federal Office 
Building in Missoula, Montana, to 
open U.S. Senator John Melcher’s 
I office. They anticipated a routine 
day. At 9:15 a.m., twenty members 
of Earth First! entered requesting a 


meeting with the Senator to present 
their demands regarding the recent- 
ly proposed Montana Wilderness 
Bill. Howie McDowell answered 
that the Senator was traveling in 
the State and would not return to 
Missoula until Thursday morning. 
Smiling, members of Earth First! 
announced they would wait in the 
office until then. 

The press — newspaper, televi- 


sion, and radio - arrived: the word 
was out. Earth First! was occupying 
the office until Senator Melcher 
agreed to hold public hearings on 
this outrageously anti-wilderness 
bill, or until the EF! members were 
arrested. 

Tuesday was a long day of waiting 
and anticipation for EF! members. 
Several remained in the office at all 
times, while others carrying pro- 
wilderness placards marched before 
the Federal Building. Passersby in 
general were supportive, taking the 
EF! fact sheet and pledging to call 
the Senator’s office. Inside, Earl and 
Howie were pleasant to their new 
officemates, but found it difficult to 
continue their work due to the 
continued on page 7 


INSIDE 

* Middle Santiam 

* Freddies Unmasked 

* Sacred Cows 

* Foreman on 
Professionalism 

* Deep Ecology Books 

* Ned Ludd 



Page 4 
Page II 
Page 14 

Page 16 
Page 18 
Page 19 


by Matt Veenker 

On Tuesday, July 1 7, Ea rth First! 
and the Cathedral Forest Action' 
Group blockaded the logging of the 
Middle Santiam again. But this 
blockade was different. The sheriff’s 
deputies turned brutal. The follow- 
ing is a report from 12-year-old 
Matt Veenker (Cecelia Ostrow’s 
son). 

I was recently an observer and 
supporter of the latest Cathedral 
Forest Action Group blockade, 
the outcome of which turned my 
stomach. 

The day before the action, my 
family had arrived at our favorite 
campsite and set up camp. Other 
activists trickled in slowly until by 
noon of the next day our numbers 
had grown to 34 people. 

As we all sat in a circle discussing 
our plans, justifications and non- 
violent code, we were interrupted 
by the sound of a logging truck 
coming down the road. We quickly 
decided to blockade it. It stopped 
and we all said hello to the truck 
driver who some of us had met on 
previous blockades. 

Another logging truck came and 
was stopped. Then the “crummy,” 
the workers' transportation vehicle 
came and was stopped. We later let 
it through to let the workers go 
home to their wives, children and 
TV. In the end we had stopped or 
delayed seven vehicles. Some of the 
workers went swimming, we offered 
them watermelon, they moved then- 
trucks so we could have our block- 
ade in the shade, and we all talked 
to each other for about five hours. 


Then a solitary police officer 
arrived. We reformed our circle and 
sang songs. The officer, in a rough 
and tough manner, told us to dis- 
perse. We refused and he called in 
reinforcements. He then told the 
press that as long as they were 
there, nothing would be done. The 
press left. I believe this was wrong. 
WTiatever happened to "freedom of 
the press?” 

When police reinforcements ar- 
rived. six people sat in the road and 
were cheered by the rest of us. The 
police came in and with various 
profanities and low voices ordered 
them to move. Quite obviously 
these police officers had not enjoyed 
the ride up and now took out their 
anger on us. The first person's arms 
were twisted back and he was drag- 
ged away. Then they stopped, 
grabbed his beard and pulled him 
to the waiting police car by it. The 
others were treated the same. One 
latge man. Steve Peterson, a good 
friend of mine, was dragged all the 
way by his hair. This would be the 
equivalent of an average man being 
dragged by his hair with a diving 
belt of weights around his waist. 
Finally, handfuls of his hair pulled 
out and the officer fell in the dirt. 

This enraged us. Some of us 
screamed comments dripping with 
sarcasm, others just screamed. I 
was appalled. 

Such savagery and brutality are 
unnecessary. There are countless 
other ways to deal with non-violent 
demonstrators, which were used at 
our other demonstrations because 
the press was there. There ought to 
be a law! I’ve lost my childish idea 
that police are perpetrators of good. 
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Around the Campfire 





When the "authorities" become 
repressive, you know you are 
accomplishing something. That 
knowledge should help sustain the 
valiant defenders of Oregon's old 
growth forests now sitting in the 
Linn County Jail and refusing food. 
Steve Peterson has had his hair 
pulled out by a "tough-guy" deputy, 
Peter Swanson’s arms have been 
twisted behind his back. A surly 
judge has grown nastier and has 
issued an injunction against further 
blockades. The Forest Service is 
threatening legal action against 
Mike Roselle for wearing a bear 
costume (claiming it infringes on 
their copyright on Smokey). And — 
most recently - the cops have arres- 
ted visible activisits of the Middle 
Santiam effort on felony charges 
for refusing to aid them in arresting 
blockaders. These repressive meas- 
ures by the toadies of the big 
timber corporations demonstrates 
that the Cathedral Forest Action 
Group and Oregon Earth First! are 
making headway in their heroic 
campaign to stop the logging of the 
300-foot tall Doug firs of the Middle 
Santiam. Do what you can for them. 
Send them a couple of bucks to 
help. If you can’t send money, just 
drop them a note saying you appre- 
ciate their battle. They’ve lost hair, 
gained bruises, given up food and 
cheerily accepted jail as a small 
price to pay for the continued sur- 
vival of trees that were old when 
Columbus sailed “the sea of blue.” 
Like Martin Luther King, sitting in 
the Birmingham jail, they know that 
they are not imprisoned, but that 
they are free and their jailers are 
in chains. 

The next time someone grumbles 
nihilistically, "Where have all the 
heroes gone?”, point to the Linn 
County Jail. 

By the time you read this, I’ll be 
splashing through the streets of 
Juneau, gazing on the icebergs of 
Glacier Bay, waiting for Denali to 


break through the clouds, hobnob- 
bing with grizzlies and Orcas, and 
stirring up a little trouble in Alaska. 
When Nancy and I return from 
Alaska in September we will be 
moving operations to Tucson, Ari- 
zona. Please don’t use the Chico 
address any longer. Send any mail 
to us to the Ely, Nevada, address 
and it will be forwarded. 

Now, a potpourri of minor details 
before I catch the ferry in Seattle: 
Some folks w r ho have been using 
droll aliases have been having 
trouble receiving their copies of 
Earth First!. If you want to use an 
alias, fine, but make sure that your 
postman knows that “Attila the 
Hun” or “Bigfoot” or “Mad George” 
or “Truemen Peyote” gets mail 
there, too. And ... send us your new 
address when you move. The Post 
Office does not forward bulk mail. 

Our subscription campaign has 
been most successful and we’ve 
nearly doubled our list since last 
November. Thanks to all of you who 
have helped. You still have until 
November 1, 1984, to get new sub- 
scribers credited to you. No one as 
yet has qualified with 20 new sub- 
scribers for one of our top three 
prizes. Get those new subscribers 
in. See page 22 for details on the 
subscription contest. By the way, 
we are going to have to jack our 
subscription price up to $15 a year 


after November 1. We hate to do it 
but it is the only way we can con- 
tinue to put out the paper. Of course, 
our old policy still stands: if you 
don’t have the bucks, we will give 
you a subscription to EFL Our goal 
is inspiration, not a fat bank 
account. 

You may have noticed a small 
change on the masthead: we’ve 
been calling ourselves the “No- 
Compromise Environmental Jour- 
nal” instead of the “Radical 
Environmental Journal.” We did 
that for two reasons. First, we were 
being referred to as “the self- 
proclaimed radical environmental 
group.” That’s sort of weird. If you’re 
radical, you shouldn’t have to an- 
nounce it. Second, are we really 
radical? Some of us think that we’re 
conservatives, that the “radicals” 
are Ronald Reagan, John Crowell, 
Steven Bechtel, and the other 
industrial maniacs tearing the place 
up. ( How can you be more conserva- 
tive than really being a Neander- 


thal?) But a number of folks have 
criticized the masthead change. 
What do you think? “Radical?” “No- 
Compromise?” Or something else? 

Hey! Lotsa meat in this issue. You 
can discover it for yourself. The 
next issue will be put together by a 
guest editor (who may or may not 
decide to reveal himself/herself). 

One final note: Yes, there are 
strong words in some of the articles 
in Earth First!. There are some- 
times criticisms of other groups and 
individuals in the environmental 
movement. They represent an out- 
pouring from the real grassroots. 
Earth First.! is an open forum for 
the discussion of the environmental 
movement. There are many opin- 
ions expressed in these pages. Don’t 
piss and moan and whine to me if 
there’s something in here you take 
offense to. Write a sensible reply. 
Intellectual and emotional diversity 
— within the parameters of Deep 
Ecology and No-Compromise Ac- 
tion — is what we’re after in this 
little journal. If there’s not some- 
thing in each issue to irritate you at 
least a little bit, then we ain’t makin’ 
you think. 

-DF 



Lexers 

to the 
Edi+of 


Letters to tiie editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 




Dear Earth First! 

An idea occurred to me, and I 
thought I would send it to you and 
maybe you could use it to save all 
wilderness. My favorite place to 
save is the Southwest and especially 
Arizona. 

Well, anyway, here is my idea. 
Environmentalists and all wilder- 
ness advocates want to save the 
wild because it deserves to be saved 
and this is Right ! My idea deals with 
a new line to take to get the saving 
done. Over in Europe and other 
foreign places they have a lot of 
special things and places they are 
saving — because they are special 
or historical or just plain amazing. 
Like Roman ruins, the sphinx, pyra- 
mids, old castles ... the list could be 
endless. But, what about America 
is special, historical or just plain 
amazing? Answer: Our land, wilder- 
ness. There is nothing better. The 
European treasures are all man- 
made. Ours are God-made. 

Can the Roman ruins stand up to 
the Grand Canyon? No! Can the 
sphinx stand up to the Tetons? No! 
Can a pyramid stand up to the 
Canyonlands? No! Can an old castle 
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stand up to a day around Saguaro 
National Monument or even a free 
Saguaro in any part of the desert? 
No! 

By using this stand, it would be a 
way to beat the politicians and 
officials at their own game. Maybe 
we should try a new track. We 
should do anything we can to save 
this beautiful land of ours. 

- LeAnn Winge 

Dear EF! 

For too long I’ve allowed my aca- 
demic aspirations and campus 
environ to intimidate me into pas- 
sive, “professional” objectivity, 
while in disbelief I meekly observed 
EFlers defy a political process I’d 
devoted 20 years of formal educa- 
tion trying to comprehend. 

But a combination of many things, 
including a horrifying surge of anti- 
wilderness legislation currently 
before Congress, as well as a per- 
fectly inspiring July 7th Round 
River Rendezvous has me reassess- 
ing the need for advocacy, of all 
sorts, in academic professionals. 
Piss on protocol! EF! you’re a kick 
in the ass, make me a part of you! 
And please, mail my subscription 
to my workplace. Let’s see if we 
can’t rearrange the priorities of 
some of my eoncemed-but-inhibi- 
ted colleagues. 

Laura Jo West 
Dept, of Political Science 
Utah State University 

Dear Earth First! 

I have read for the first time your 
newspaper/magazine. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it, I agree with your phil- 
osophy, attitudes, sense of humor, 
etc. But there is one thing. . . 

Drop the goddamn exclamation 
point after Earth First!. It looks 
amateurish and causes your news- 
paper to take on the appearance of 
a romance novel. I cringe when 
seeing EF!, Earth First!, or EARTH 
FIRST! cluttering up continuity. 

If anyone else is interested in 
purging the earth of the exclama- 
tion point you may write me at the 
address below. I am current presi- 
dent of the Committee to Reduce or 
Eliminate the Exclamation Point 
(CREEP). 

— Uncle Ho 
P.O. Box 53371 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152 

(Ed. reply: But, but... Earth First! 
is a romance novel!) 

Dear Dave: 

Tell him no way, he can’t! He 
shouldn’t! He MUST NOT!! It took 
me a long time to get used to typing 
Earth First! with an exclamation 
point after it, and I won’t stand for 
having it removed (I even added 
some to Uncle Ho’s letter — I 
couldn’t help myself!)!! Anyway, 
didn’t this CREEP already get us 
into trouble once before?!!! Must 
my job be under constant fire?!!!! Is 
there no justice?!!!!! Is nothing safe 
from the onslaught of acronymic 
perversions?!!!!!! Enough of this 
nonsense!!!!!!! 

I may have to resign! 

— The Typesetter! 

Dear EF! 

This is a belated response to Chim 
Blea’s “Cat Tracks” column, “What 
are We Fighting For?” in your 
December 22, 1983 issue. I know, 
letters to the editor should be writ- 
ten hot on the heels of the editorial 
stuff in question. I often fail to 
achieve this because my life doesn’t 
afford me the luxury of reading 
everything on receipt. I read Chim 
Blea’s column about two hours ago. 


I sympathize with the feelings 
behind her piece, but I am deeply 
offended by seeing in it print - for 
the same reasons that I was deeply 
affected by “The Population Bomb” 
and nauseated by Ehrlich’s (and 
William and Paul Paddock’s) appli- 
cation of the military/medical con- 
cept of triage to nations. 

If I begin with certain plausible 
assumptions, I can intellectually 
accept triage or Chim Blea’s concept 
of the “humanpox.” The assump- 
tions I make seem to vary from day 
to day, but on a day when I don’t 
feel too good, I may find myself 
reaching her identical conclusions 
- intellectually, that is. I have never 
been able to accept them emotion- 
ally for longer than a fleeting 
moment. Is this weakness, unwill- 
ingness to accept the evidence, or 
blindness on my part? Sometimes I 
think it is. Yet more often I am proud 
of this inability of mine. 

Speaking as what I hope is a 
whole human being, I find that to 
accept triage or the humanpox is to 
allow the intellect to drive one’s 
human/animal feelings into a cor- 
ner; to leave the emotions with no 
outlet but surrender or a suicidal 
frontal attack. The mental process 
involved seems very much like the 
one “rational man” used to secure 
the ascendancy of “industrial man,” 
who now threatens us with ecocide. 
The difference is that Chim Blea’s 
mental processes have backed her 
into a different — and much less 
crowded — comer. 

My own feelings tell me that, 
whether I as an individual am a 
“humanpox” organism, or whether 
I have “mutated into an antibody,” I 
am part of Homo sapiens. As such, I 
have the capacity to be self-critical, 
not just as an individual, but as a 
member of my species. Many of my 
criticisms of H. sapiens would be 
the same as Chim Blea’s. Yet I am 
also deeply attached to my flawed 
species. I’d sooner you didn’t call 
that “human arrogance,” but you 
can call it “species ego” if you like. 
(I never have been one of those 
pyscho-puritans who believe that 
the ego is a “dirty” part of myself.) 
Like every living member of other 
species, like every sperm or egg, 
like all the jillions of mitochondira, 
I am unconsciously motivated to- 
ward preservation, not just of my 


own self, but of my kind. In my case 
(and in the case of 99% of our par- 
ticular species, I would assume) I 
also have a conscious motivation 
toward the preservation of //. 
sapiens. If that’s a utopian vision, 
let it be so. Stuck as our bodies are 
with our human minds, I fail to see 
how anything less than utopian 
vision justifies our lives. 

I regard it as highly likely that 
Chim Blea is correct that “the 
Golden Age is a fantasy.” I don’t 
even find her dreary vision of 
“humanpox” as a potentially 
terminal planetary disease an 
implausible one. (I wish I could.) 
But it is “human arrogance” on her 
part to regard that, and its future 
implications, as proven fact. 

One of the more admirable char- 
acteristics of us Utopians (he said, 
shamelessly flashing his ego) is that 
we admit there aren’t any accurate 
maps. For all I can prove, maybe I 
am inescapably “part of the prob- 
lem.” Maybe if I had all the facts I 
would be convinced that it is incon- 
sistent to love my species and the 
rest of the biosphere. But neither I, 
nor Chim Blea, nor the totality of 
past, present and future humanity 
will ever be so fortunate as to be 
able to make decisions based on all 
the facts. And so I persist in my 
juggling act, buoyed up by my rea- 
sonable certainty of one thing: No 
good will come of self-hatred. It 
doesn’t even feel good, like some 
otherwise destructive acts. 

A lot of Earth First.'ers will prob- 
ably call me a wimp, but I am 
hooked enough on the idea of diver- 
sity to believe that, if we are to save 
the biosphere, there is a role for lots 
of different kinds of people. Drop- 
outs and activists. People who are 
willing to lie down in front of a 
bulldozer and others who are will- 
ing to lobby a congressman with a 
mediocre voting record. I respect 
all of us who are trying to “do good.” 
For that reason while, in a given 
instance, I may criticize a given 
tactic — for tactical reasons — I try 
to avoid saying that a certain kind 
of tactic is intrinsically a bad tactic. 
But, at least on the species level, 
and at least in her December 22 
column, Chim Blea seems to have 
lapsed into self-hatred. And tactics 
which spring from self-hatred can 


only do harm. 

- Bill McLamey 
North Carolina 


My sentiments exactly. It’s refresh- 
ing to see human beings who are 
not afraid of the beast within, and 
who take pride in that beautiful 
creature - a creature with as much 
good potential as it has bad (if you 
think about that statement, that 
says a hell of a lot for us). It is the 
fear of said beast that will destroy 
us, for this is where “human arro- 
gance” stems from. When we accept 
the creature, we do so with respect 
for nature and natural things. 

I know, who asked for my opinion 
anyway, right? 

— The Typesetter 

Dear EF! 

In Earth First! lies hope for a 
better world. One day the earth is 
going to turn around. Never doubt 
that the going will be very difficult. 

Perhaps somewhere out there 
there are Earth First!ers who can 
help me. I'm within 100 days of 
finishing a novel which deals with 
the problems of population, indus- 
trialism. the spirit. 

Some years ago Aldous Huxley 
said. ”... how can anyone write a 
play, a poem or novel about the 
pressure of population on re- 
sources?” I hope that I’m solving 
that problem and some others, too. 

Does anyone out there know the 
name of publishers or agents inter- 
ested in ecology? I will be most 
grateful for any help, and I guar- 
antee that Earth First! will bene- 
fit from any money I make. 

- Louis Head 
1115 W. Calhoun St. 

Macomb, IL 61455 
309-837-1916 ( collect ) 

Dear EF! 

I’m looking for photos showing 
environmental degradation and 
pollution to use in a new textbook 
on environmental pollution I’m 
authoring for Methuen. Glossy black 
and white prints (or negatives) are 
preferred but not essential. Thank 
you. 

John A. Connors 
Bar C-119 
Sul Ross State Lhiiversity 
Alpine, TX 79832 


Dear EF! 

Have you ever been to the North 
Rim of the Grand Canyon? Probably 
so, it’s a great place. But . . . 

I’ve lived up here for the past six 
years and I’ve watched the Freddies 
do their thing with skill and aban- 
don, but 1984 has heralded in a 
whole new ball game. The northern 
district of the Kaibab National For- 
est has a new district ranger who is 
like your worst nightmare. This guy 
is completely out of control and 
ready to make a name for himself. 
As you know all too well, that kind 
of attitude can end up ruining your- 
self — but not before irreparable 
damage has been done to the 
environment. Anyway, this guy 
needs to have a fire lit under his 
butt real quick! You folks sound 
like just the people to bring the 
matches. 

Here's some fuel. Locust & Timp 
timber sales are proposed sales for 
the west rim points of the forest 
and will involve the cutting of three 
hundred year old yellow pines on 
the points, even though any person 
with half a brain knows these points 
will only regenerate locust due to 
the drier and warmer climate of our 
present age. The points involved 
are: Stina. Timp, North Timp. 
Locust, Fence, & Parissawampitts. 

If you break out your Grand Can- 
yon Topo you will see just how 
important this potential destruction 
could be: after all, we're talking 
about every goddamn point on the 
west rim. And I'll tell you right now: 
the Freddie’s EAR maps are very 
deceptive, the no-cut areas are can- 
yons that are too steep to log. But 
the fun doesn’t stop on the West 
side. On the East side there is a sale 
being surveyed right now, called 
the Murray Timber sale, which will 
involve the building of almost 15 
miles of new roads out to the mile- 
long finger ridges which jut out over 
House Rock Valley. This is virgin 
timber country, on points which will 
never grow big yellows ever again. 
And once again the EARs show lots 
of no-cut areas, but they're all in 
canyons. 

— Canyon Lizard 


Dear Earth First! 

Ever hear of a group known as 
The Wildlife Legislative Fund of 
America (WLFA) or The Wildlife 
Conservation Fund of America 
(WCFA)? Good sounding names, 
right? Well, all they are is good 
sounding because this group or 
organization is pro-trapping and 
pro-anything else that will aid it. 
the "control" of wildlife. They would 
like you to think that they want to 
protect wildlife, such as waterfowl. 

This WLFA WCFA states on their 
flier "People who know us like us.” 
Why? Because they tell the sports- 
men that they are the sportsman’s 
friend and that those who wish to 
see wildlife and any animal 
protected are not the friend of 
sportsmen. 

I am enclosing the literature on 
this organization, including the part 
where they state that "coyotes, 
bobcats, foxes, weasels and mink 
kill any wildlife they can catch." 
You notice that there is no mention 
of the part that domestic c ats and 
dogs play in the killing of wildlife. 
Let’s all try to do our part to see 
that the general public becomes 
aware that we are just as deter- 
mined to help protect the earth as 
these others are set to rape it. 

Keep fighting and never sell out. 

— Mel Winge 
Shelton, Washington 
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MIDDLE SANHAM STRUGGLE CONTINUES 



Ea rth Fi rst! blocks the Middle Santiam logging road July 1 7. 


by Mike Roselle 

Pyramid Creek, Oregon, July 25 

- There have been 37 arrests by 
Linn County’s Sheriff s deputies 
since vve began our campaign of 
non-violent interference to stop 
logging in the Middle Santiam. In 
the beginning, on May 5. six people 
were arrested for occupying a blast- 
ing site loaded with dynamite. They 
were charged with disorderly con- 
duct and released. On June 4, 15 
m< >re people were arrested blocking 
a bridge over Pyramid Creek, taken 
to jail and charged with disorderly 
conduct. All except one were re- 
leased without bail. Sarah Barton 
remained in the Linn County jail on 
. fast for eight days to protest the 
logging. She was charged with a 
misdemeanor and finalh released 
\\ ithout bail. 

The July 17 blockade of a bridge 
across Pyramid Creek saw the first 
eruption of unprovoked police vio- 
lence (.see lead article). Protestors 
were dragged by the beard, hair 
and had their arms twisted. Seven 
were arrested and two of them were 
released. 

On July IS, the five protestors 
who remained in jail were taken 
into District Court to be arraigned 
but were taken back to their cells 
and charged with contempt of court 
after refusing to give their names to 
the judge. They have refused food 
since they were arrested and have 
also refused to cooperate with the 
court until all charges against them 
are dropped. They hat e been in 
custody for over a week at the time 
of this writing. 

Another blockade was held on 
the Pyramid Creek bridge on July 
23. Five were arrested for blocking 
traffic and charged with disorderly 
conduct. But. in a surprising and 
underhanded twist, three other 
people were arrested on felony 


charges of refusing to help deputies 
load the arrested demonstrators 
into the patrol car. One of those 
arrested on felony charges, Paul 
McAdams, was a reporter for The 
Alliance, a Portland newspaper, 
who cited an ir\jured back for not 
toting blockaders to the paddy 
wagon. He and the others singled 
out were taken away even though 
there were Forest Service and Willa- 
mette Industries employees present 
who could have been called upon 
to assist the deputies. It was later 
revealed that this sleazy scheme 
was planned in advance by the 
district attorney and sheriffs 
department. 

Police brutality, trumped-up fel- 
ony charges, harassment of the 


media and clumsy attempts to ar- 
rest those considered to be “leaders” 
are just a few of the Nazi-style 
tactics being used by Linn County 
Sheriffs deputies and the US Forest 
Service to break the spirit of this 
campaign. But to no avail! Never 
has our commitment been stronger 
to see this struggle through to a 
successful conclusion. We will not 
be intimidated nor will we rest in 
our efforts to save the great forests 
of the Pacific Northwest. 

But we can’t do it alone. Help is 
needed. Legal costs and day-to-day 
expenses have thrown this cam- 
paign into debt. For a fraction of the 
cost of a Sierra Club lobbyist we 
can keep this struggle alive until 
the end of the logging season, and 


send a message to the US Forest 
Service that we have had enough of 
their destructive, land-raping pro- 
gram of annihilation. It’s time for a 
change. NO PASSARAN! 


Oregon Earth First! and the 
Cathedral Forest Action Group 
have a new office location (differ- 
ent from that announced in the 
June EFT). It is 824 SW 10th St., 
Corvallis, OR 97333 (503) 754- 
9151 or 753-5725. They need your 
help — on the front lines, as a 
support person, to do various 
office chores, in any way you can 
help. Contact Cecelia Ostrow, 
Mike Roselle or any of the others 
there. 



i ' tram the oops will not break the 
vnrcBoke o# the dedicated dcfen j 
*de<>. of tiie big trees. They WP* 
holding strong ~ fighting fur the 
tMfttftd rtivetsily uf tlie «‘tfi 
’ grow til forest, for the wolverine, j 
for the spotted owl - artd forlorn 
j Won’t yo» help them? Most of the 
money for the Middle Kanihuo 
' blockade has come from the poc- 
kets of the btoekeders them- 
selves. They’re over « 1000 in debt 
: for legal expenses, fiend Htem 
What yon Can: five, ten, twenty*# 
hundred hocks or more. Do It 
toddy. Next year will be luo late 
tor the Middle Suntiaro, Send 
eaah or cheeks made otti to 
gonKarth Find!* to Oregon Forth 
‘First!, FOB 3953, Eugene* OR 
37403. Thank you* Ami ^tluoiks 
' very much to the good folks who 
have already sent in money in 
xfesponne to the appeal hi the June 
Earth Final 1 



NORTH AMERICAN BIOREGIONAL CONGRESS 


by Ronnie Hawkins 

At a church camp outside Kansas 
City this May, 200 people from 
around the continent and the globe 
came together to partiepate in the 
first North American Bioregional 
Congress. A very diverse group of 
individuals that would be difficult 
to characterize, they shared the 
common ground of an appreciation 
for North America. Turtle Island of 
Indian legend, and a desire for its 
appropriate and sustainable inhab- 
itation now and in the future. 

The Congress opened with a cir- 
cle of all participants arranged in 
geographical sequence, sharing 
their name, place, and “passion” in 
life, a lengthy but powerful and 
involving experience that set the 
tone of the C ongress. The real work 
began when we broke down into 
committees, which included Agri- 
culture, Forests, Water, Economics, 
Community empowerment, Bio- 
regionalism, Green politics, Educa- 
tion, Arts/culture, Native Indian 
and land-based peoples, and Eco- 
feminism; commiteework contin- 
ued throughout the rest of the 
Congress (and beyond), with 
periodic progress reports to the 
plenary body and presentation of 
resolutions for adoption on the final 
day. A variety of speakers were 
invited to address the group, includ- 
ing Native American elders Roberta 
Blackgoat and Mae Shay (in trans- 
lation), who spoke on the forced 
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relocation under way of nearly 
15,000 Dineh from the sacred Big 
Mountain and the surrounding 
Black Mesa area to facilitate a 
massive coal stripmining operation; 
Robert Mazibuko of the Africa Tree 

Center, whose efforts in South 
Africa are encouraging tree planting 
and appropriate agriculture; and 
Sonia Johnson, Presidential can- 
didate of the Citizens Party. 

Decision-making was by consen- 
sus, and after some discussion a 
male/female alteration was adopted 
for open microphone sessions. Work 
was divided up by volunteers under 
the guidance of key staff persons, 
and ecological awareness was 
brought into daily function with the 
encouraged use of composting toi- 
lets and wholesome, organic vege- 
tarian fare, usually with a vegan 
option. Time between committee 
sessions was given to workshops, 
covering topics from computers to 
permaculture to T-shirt silkscreen- 
ing, and entertainment featured the 
Turtle Island song and slide show, 
evening and morning concerts with 
Paul Winter on saxophone and John 
Stokes on didjeridu, and the Planet 
Drum Foundation’s “Not For Tour- 
ists” experience, climaxing with 
Bob Carroll’s impressions of a sal- 
mon making its way to the spawning 
grounds. A bioregional quilt with 
squares representing the different 
regions was assembled, and the 
Congress’ own publication, The 
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Voice of the Turtle, recorded daily 
happenings. Eric Utne of The Vine 
Reader and a freelancer for NPR 
were in attendance, giving the event 
wider media coverage as well. 

A small Earth First! contingent 
was present at the Congress but 
there seemed to be a broad under- 
standing of and sympathy for the 
spirit of Earth First! among those 
who were not directly so identified. 
A Deep Ecology workshop was 
organized by Michael Crowfoot 
which drew a fair crowd and raised 
certain issues that remained topics 
of discussion throughout the Qon- 
gress. The Principles of Deep 
Ecology as laid out by George Ses- 
sions and Arne Naess formed the 
starting point of the discussion, with 
their point *4, calling for “a sub- 
stantial decrease in the human 
population” drawing the most con- 
troversy, many people apparently 
not wanting to face the seriousness 
of the overpopulation issue or shy- 
ing away from it on the mistaken 
belief that coercive means must be 
employed to deal with it. 

Many of us were disappointed 
when we learned Mike Roselle 
would not be attending the Con- 
gress as planned, but an Eco- 
defense group formed despite his 
absence and drew up a statement 
promoting nonviolent direct action 
in defense of the planet’s threatened 
ecosystems, with Bobcat presenting 
it to the larger group and, with some 


discussion, getting its endorsement. 
As part of the Planet Drum show, 
Nancy Morita presented her Wild in 
the City program, an endeavor to 
bring back populations of San Fran- 
cisco’s original native species — 
brown pelicans, sea lions, peregrine 
falcons — or at least their ghosts, 
painting hoolprints of Tule elk on 
downtown sidewalks. 

Chris Wells made several show- 
ings of his All Species Day video- 
tape, a germinal concept for involv- 
ing local communities, children in 
particular, in a day of celebration of 
the diverse forms of life that seems 
to be catching on in many cities 
around the continent. Widespread 
concern was evidenced with re- 
spect to the plight of the planet’s 
rainforests, and three different in- 
dividuals insisted that the Forests 
resolutions address the tropical 
rainforest situation. 

As one who has been generally 
used to attending conferences in a 
confrontational role, NABC I pro- 
vided a refreshing relief if not the 
adrenalin rush; it was nice to spend 
a week with a large group of others 
who by and large shared my atti- 
tudes toward life, if not my mili- 
tancy. All types of people who are 
going to be needed if we are to put 
together a society that will be a 
viable option to what we have now, 
and there will be many different 
roles to play in the work ahead, all 
important. NABC I was a step in 


that direction. Local and macro- 
regional gatherings and activities 
will be held within the coming year, 
and NABC II is being planned for 
1986. 

Ronnie Hawkins, a physician, is 
active in the bioregional and ani- 
mal rights movements as well as in 
Earth First!. She is a regular con- 
tributor to Earth First! and other 
publications. She lives near Gaines- 
ville, Florida. 
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ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 


helping the audience get better 
acquainted with grizzly lore and the 
habit and nature of the beast. Ric 
Meis of Bozeman then spoke to the 
crowd about the disasterous anti- 
wilderness bill proposed by the 
Montana Congressional delegation. 

Long-time champion of wilder- 
ness Mike Comola (former president 
of the Montana Wilderness Associa- 
tion and a mining executive) next 
took the stage with an enlightening 
account of the status of Montana’s 
unprotected wilderness. While he 
recognized EF! as the only environ- 
mental group in existence, he 
admonished the radicals for accept- 
ing a compromise six million acres 
of wild land to be protected, when 
in fact there were 7.5 million quali- 
fying and deserving acres. That 
raised the hackles of no-compro- 
mise EFlers. 

Cecelia Ostrow returned with 
some of her songs and discussed 
Oregon EF !’s struggle for the Middle 
Santiam. 

Marcy Willow took the stage after 
Cecelia with an oration about the 
motivation, decision-making, and 
endurance of the individual faced 
with the destruction of the wilder- 
ness. She told the Rendezvous that 
those who choose to fight for the 
Grizzly and Cabinet Mountain Wil- 
derness can’t lose because they are 
right. 

The Blockaders, six Oregon 
veterans of the Kalmiopsis cam- 
paign and the Middle Santiam, made 
an appearance and belted out - 
with the help of the crowd — some 
rousing Australian EF! battle 
hymns, such as “Take Your Bull- 
dozers” and “Tonka Toys.” 

It wasn’t the biggest group of 
Rendezvouses, but it was the most 
dignified, the most impassioned, 
and the most determined. The sun 
was hot, occasionally a sheriffs rig 
would steal along the road behind 
the stage, but the no-compromise 
folks were there to save the grizzly, 
defend the wilderness, and by late 
afternoon their attention was on a 
bear-like man who paced on the 
stage. It was Doug Peacock with 


some words about the bear world, 
and what we need to do to protect 
grizzlies. He responded to a ques- 
tion about hunting the great bear 
by saying it was not appropriate, 
there just aren’t enough of them. 
What must we do to revive the 
grizzly population in the lower 48? 
A few simple things: I) protect 
habitat, 2) understand and accept 
in a way the constrained notions of 
conventional science never can the 
grizzly bear in its natural environ- 
ment, 3) people must understand 
that this is the bear’s country. 

The finale was a captivating 
speech by Dave Foreman, who 
asked the audience to imagine a 
great grandfather’s tale of passenger 
pigeons darkening the skies, vast 
herds of bison, a pristine primeval 
land experienced firsthand only 
several generations ago. Even 150 
years ago large areas of the country 
remained as they were during the 
Pleistocene. We can still remember. 
We are part of the nobility that can 
appreciate the grandeur of the wild, 
can fight for its survival; a nobility 
that is courageous and effective. 
The noble men and women who 
defend the wilderness can choose 
how they live and choose how they 
die, choose what they will be re- 
membered for and choose their 
raison d’etre. You can die of old age 
or be run down by a bulldozer while 
protecting the wilderness. The 
highest ideal is to live for what you 
believe in. 

After the rally two meetings were 
held. The first was a strategy session 
for Montana activists; the second a 
discussion of what EF! is and plans 
for “organizing” a Montana Earth 
First!. 

Darkness Saturday night found 
folks around a great bonfire, relax- 
ing, thinking, and talking. The tete 
a tetes went far into the night. By 
mid-morning the next day the word 
was: “There’s going to be an action.” 
In the shade of the mule trailer a 
group met to iron-out logistics. 
Shortly thereafter, in Doug Norlen’s 
mini-lumbago (the Oregon Slug) an 
EF! delegation went a-calling on 
Montana’s legislative delegation. 


One hundred and fifty Earth 
Firstlers gathered in Montana's 
Cabinet Mountains for the fifth 
annual Round River Rendezvous, 
July 5-9. For three days, in an area 
carpeted with wildflowers, sur- 
rounded by aspens, firs, and the 
Cabinet Mountain Wilderness, EF!- 
ers from far outposts such as North 
Carolina, Missouri, Texas, New 
Mexico, Idaho, Oregon, California, 
Wyoming, and Montana got to know 
each other and some of the wild 
land (bear and mountain goat were 
spotted) nearby, as well as the ham- 
let of Heron (where posters were 
spotted depicting a hippie with a 
grizzly bear on a leash beside a road 
sign with arrows: “to New York, to 
Puerto Rico, to California ...”). The 
“hippies" rumored to be attending 
the RRR, were rumored to number 
three hundred, and rumored to be 
depositing human wastes in the 
creek. A county health official 
appeared at the site on Friday ask- 
ing after these degenerates. We told 
him we hadn’t seen any, but if we 
did we’d let him know. Most of the 
locals were friendly and hospitable. 
The “hard-hat” rally, held to counter 
EF!’s Defend the Grizzly Rally, had 
zero attendance, except for two 
passersby drinking beer at the Blue 
Hat saloon. 

Saturday’s Defend the Grizzly 
Rally mustered to the clarion call of 
Paul Richard’s horn. The Rally 
proved a grand success thanks to 
the mixture of Montana savoir-faire, 
dignity, and down-home humor of 
Master of Ceremonies, Gary Steele, 
who inspired the speakers and per- 
formers and kept the rally going in 
spite of (or because of) the fact that 
there was no electronic sound sys- 
tem and the stage was a mule trailer. 

The Wilderness melodies of Keith 
Hammer opened the show. Then 
our fine host, Cesar Hernandez, 
welcomed us and discussed the 
battle he and others have been 
waging for years against a silver 
mine (touted as the nation’s largest) 
in the grizzly’s Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness. Lance Olsen, of the 
Great Bear foundation, followed, 


Doug Peacock with a bear story. 


long should the Rendezvous last ? 
Is it possible to organize car pools 
from different sections of the 
country to attend? Finally, is it 
even important to try to bring 
Earth Firstlers from California 
and Idaho, Maine and Florida, 
Ohio and Colorado together to 
meet one another, exchange ideas, 
information and enthusiasm? 

Marcy Willow is convening a 
small committee to analyze the 
concept of the Sound River Ben- 


ROUND RIVER 
RENDEZVOUS 1985 
The Round River Rendezvous 
is the primary tribal gathering of 
Earth First! for the year. How 
can we convince you that you 
should come and be a part of it? 
Should we continue to hold It on 
a weekend near the 4th of July or 
are there too many conflicts with 
that date? Should we try to hold 
it in a more central location? 
Should the date and place be 
announced far in advance to help 
yon {dan to attend? Should we 
promote it better? Should we con- 
tinue to combine the Rendezvous 
with a rally against a particular 
wilderness-destruction project? 
What else should we do at the 
Rendezvous? Would yon like 
workshops, meetings, etc., on 
specific topics and skills? How 


the 1985 Rendezvous. If yon 
would like to work on the com- 
mittee, contact Marcy. If you have 
comments on the above questions 
or other suggestions on how to 
make the Rendezvous better, send 
them to Marcy Willow, Oregon 
Earth First!, POB 3953, Eugene, 
OR 97403. 



■r ' ':'v : ' 


The Oregon Blockaders sing “Thke Your Bulldozers Away. . . ” Photos by David Peterson. 


Lance Olsen ivith another bear story. 
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE IS THE AMERICAN (MONTANAN) WAY 




by Mike Bond 

What loads a normal, reasonably 
intelligent American to commit acts 
of civil disobedience? What leads 
her or him to step outside the law? 
It is perhaps a love of the country 
whose laws are no longorapplicable 
to the situation at hand, laws used 
not to embellish freedoms but to 
undercut them? 

Such was certainly the case with 
Earth First !'s first major civil dis- 
obedience action in Montana, which 
took place from -Inly lOto 12. in the 
Federal Office Building in Missoula. 
We occupied the offices of U.S. Sen- 
ator John Melcher fora very specific 
reason, and with a concrete goal in 
mind. Melcher and the rest of the 
Montana Congressional Delegation 
had several days earlier released to 
the logging industry copies of a 
Senate Bill. S 2S.it). entitled the 
"Montana Wilderness Act of 1(>S4." 
u hit h. if enacted, would strip Mon- 
tana of six million acres of 
undesignated \\ ilderness (.primarily 
RARE II and BLM areas) in return 
for designation of 747 thousand 
acres of designated Wilderness. 

This Bill, introduced by Senators 
Baucus and Melcher and approved 
by Congressmen Marlenee and Will- 
iams. would lead directly to the 
logging and or mining of So of 
Montanta's undesignated wilder- 
ness areas. Of the 7.5 million acres 
of such wilderness lands now re- 
maining in Montana, this Bill would 
retain wilderness protection for 
only 10",.! Under the Bill, over six 
mill inn acres of Montana's finest 
elk. deer, moose, wild sheep, and 
mountain goaf habitats, and many 
< if Montana's clearest and most pro- 
ductive trout streams, would be 
permanently condentened to U.S. 
Forest Service clearcutting. road- 
building. erosion, water pollution, 
and scenic destruction. 

This Bill would additionally 
reduce the size of the existing 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness, 
and would open nearly all of the 
late Senator Lee Metcalf s Montana 
Wilderness Study Areas to logging. 
It would invalidate the proposed 
Bitter Creek Wilderness near Glas- 
gow. and could provide a means for 
the U.S. Forest Service to evade 
existing regulations by preparing 
slipshod road construction impact 
analyses on five million acres of 
publicly ow ned land. 


Doug Norlen and Mike Bond officially open Earth FirstJ’s office in Missoula. Photo by Peggy Lucas 
Bond. 


Because much logging on public 
lands in Montana is U.S. Forest 
Service subsidy logging — so-called 
deficit sales where the cost of con- 
tracting the timber sale and building 
the roads is greater than the value 
received by the government for the 
timber — this Bill would place an 
additional burden on the already 
overindebted U.S. Treasury. Within 
the state, the Bill's economic im- 
pacts would be fierce: it would 
substantially damage Montana's 
multi-million dollar recreation 
industry, particularly its hunting, 
trout fishing, hiking, and camping 
resources. Moreover, it would hurt 
those within the state who can least 
afford it: the poor, who depend on 
an elk every hunting season to get 
their families through the winter. 

F urthermore. the Bill is an affront 
to all the Montana outdoor groups 
who have worked for years with 
the Delegation to achieve some 
consensus between the unbeliev- 
able greed of the logging industry 
and the needs of Montana's citizens. 
Every poll in recent years has 
shown that Montanans are perhaps 
the nation's most wilderness-con- 
scious citizens: well over half the 


residents of the state want sub- 
stantially more designated wilder- 
ness than we presently have. Dur- 
ing public meetings last year on 
wilderness issues, meetings which 
were heavily attended by loggers, 
over 65"., of those present called for 
four times the wilderness contained 
in this Bill! At least 50% of the state 
wants no logging in any RARE II. 
Montana Wilderness Study Area, or 
other undesignated wilderness area! 

Why, then, did the Montana Con- 
gressional Delegation write such a 
Bill? The question is complex, and 
surely no one but they could supply 
all the answers. We do know that 
the four members of the Delegation 
have received between fifty and one 
hundred thousand dollars in contri- 
butions from the logging industry'. 
Three of the four face reelection 
this fall, and elections, even in 
Montana, are very expensive, rang- 
ing up to a million dollars for a 
Senatorial campaign. Thus, once 
again, the so-called democratic 
process is reduced to a squabbling 
for contributions and a willingness 
to sacrifice nearly anything in re- 
turn for the money to buy adver- 


tising and thus votes. 

Today, other equally reprehen- 
sible “Wilderness Logging Bills" 
have surfaced in Idaho and Wyo- 
ming. ( )regon has already fallen prey 
to legislation that will destroy for- 
ever the majority of its remaining 
wilderness. Shall we, as free and- 
responsible Americans, allow this 
to continue? 

As with so many similar issues in 
the United States today, the major- 
ity finds itself without a voice. Every 
poll in recent y ears has shown that 
the vast majority of Americans favor 
a nuclear freeze and a builddown of 
nuclear weapons, yet the Reagan 
administration insanely continues 
to prepare for and urge us closer to 
the last great war. Every poll in 
recent years shows nationwide sup- 
port for protection of all existing 
wilderness, yet the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice and the majority of politicians 
continue to cut up and destroy the 
wilderness as fast as the bulldozers 
and the bills can move. No appreci- 
able support exists in this country 
for Reagan’s continuing attempts 
to destroy the government of Nicar- 
agua, or to uphold by violence the 


death squad juntas of El Salvador 
and Guatemala, yet the CIA and the 
Pentagon continue to spend their 
millions every month in Central 
America. We can vote in another set 
of villains, but they, like the first, 
will be indebted to the Political 
Action Committees, the millions of 
corporate donations, that put them 
there. The majority of Americans 
will continue to have little voice in 
public affairs. 

So what do we do? We step out- 
side the law. We take the law back 
into our own hands. We remind our 
politicians and our fellow citizens, 
by our civil disobedience, how 
wrong the political system in this 
country has become. We challenge 
them to arrest us, thereby revealing 
to the world the vacuum between 
the will of the American people and 
the acts of the U.S. government. 
Each of us, in doing so, risks a lot. I 
have given up a promising political 
career, but what is the purpose in 
politics when politics does not heed 
the law? Each of us risks arrest, but 
is it better to stay out of jail when 
there is no justice in freedom? 

Therefore I urge all Earth First! 
members, arid any other American 
who cares about our outdoors 
resources, about justice in Central 
America, or about the future of the 
earth and all life upon it, to take 
action, to step outside the law, to 
take the law back into the hands of 
the citizens, whose fundamental 
right it is to do so, and whose funda- 
mental protector it again can be. 

On Thursday, July 12, on the third 
day of the occupation of his office, 
Senator Melcher stated on televi- 
sion that he would have no problem 
with public hearings on this Bill. At 
the same time. Senator Baucus 
noted that many changes could be 
made, and Congressman Williams 
said that the Bill might already be 
dead. Our first goal, public hearings, 
had been achieved. Earth First!, 
through civil disobedience, had won 
the battle. If we stick to our guns, 
and if we step beyond the law when 
justice dictates that we do so, we 
will also win the war. 

Mike Bond lives in Bozeman , 
Montana, and is the Earth First! 
contact there. He ran against John 
Melcher in the Democratic primary 
for US Senate in 1982. 


Earth First! and the NRA. Chris Owen phoUj. 


Under the proposed Montana Wilderness Bill, this section of the Gallatin Range will be released from. 
RARE II protection. There are plans to log it next spring. Photo by Michael Bond. 
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While Earth First! marched, loggers hauled timber from nearby Swan Valley. Photo by Peggy Lucas 
Bond. 


MONTANA 

(cont) 

crowded conditions. Two other EF! 
members visited the offices of Sen- 
ator Max Baucus and Representa- 
tive Pat Williams to advise their 
staffs of the occupation and to warn 
that unless the demands of Earth 
First! were met, their offices would 
be next. They were shocked and 
somewhat distressed. 

As the closing hour of 5 p.m. 
approached, Howie McDowell 
asked EF! members, “Well, what are 
you going to do?” 

“We are waiting for the Senator.” 

The press had returned for the 
standoff. Meanwhile, support 
marchers watched outside for the 
police. A patrol car pulled up, an 
officer got out. Calmly he posted a 
letter and drove off. 

It was 6 p.m. and the TV crew had 
to leave. The Missoulian reporter 
and photographer vowed to stay 
until some decision was reached. 

Then GSA staff removed several 


files and the Senator’s phone. The 
office belonged to Earth First!. A 
sign went up, “Earth First! Missoula 
Office.” Ten members of Earth First! 
settled in for their first night’s stay, 
a little surprised that they had not 
been arrested. 

By Wednesday morning support 
was growing for the EF! protest. 
The story was carried by the local 
press as well as the AP wire service. 
Reporters from Newsweek, Denver’s 
Rocky Mountain News and The 
Denver Post interviewed the EF! 
team. Support marchers made new 
signs saying “Honk for Wilderness” 
and the noise level at 200 E. Broad- 
way, Missoula, rose substantially. 
Occasionally a logging truck driver 
even honked! 

In Helena the Montana Wildlands 
Coalition held a press conference to 
voice outrage over the wilderness 
bill. (The Wildlands Coalition was 
formed to represent outdoors 
groups at the planning sessions for 
the wilderness bill.) Obviously, 
Senator Melcher and the rest of the 


Montana Congressional Delegation 
were now aware that Montanans 
wanted a better wilderness bill pro- 
tecting more acreage. 

After a second night in the new 
EF! office, the EF! team, strength- 
ened by additional members from 
Helena, was ready for Senator Mel- 
cher. He arrived at about 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday after a breakfast meeting 
with Wildlands Coalition leaders at 
the home of former Montana Wilder- 
ness Association President Arnie 
Bolle. Noticeably distressed, Sen- 
ator Melcher demanded that EF! 
member Gary Steele relinquish the 
Senator’s chair. Steele refused and 
the Senator tried to drag him from 
the chair. “Get the press!” someone 
called, and the Senator backed 
down. 

For an hour with radio, television, 
and newspaper present, John Mel- 
cher went head on with EF! mem- 
bers. The Democratic Senator tried 
to represent his position, the 
wilderness bill, as suitable for 



Choices for Montana 's wilderness are clear cut. This unvegetated 1 0-year-old clearcut in the Gallatin 
Range shows the hazard of logging sensitive, high-altitude soils. Photo by Peggy Lucas Bond. 


handicapped people, recreational 
campers, dirt, bikers, snowmobilers, 
and “Just Folks” (a Reaganism if 
there ever was one). However, he 
was harshly criticized for his con- 
sistently pro-timber record in Con- 
gress, his authorship of legislation 
allowing road building and logging 
in existing Wilderness Areas, his 
refusal to honor the compromise 
that he had requested and received 
from the Montana Wildlands Coali- 
tion, and his utter disregard for the 
wishes of the vast majority of his 
constituency who hunt. fish. hike, 
camp, ride horseback, or simply look 
at the undisturbed forests. When 
asked to explain specifics about the 
proposed bill, the Senator could not. 

Just before 10:30 a.m., Senator 
John Melcher, on television camera, 
agreed that he would not oppose 
public hearings on the wilderness 
bill. 

Victoriously. EF! members with- 
drew from the office and held a 
rally on the steps of the Federal 
Office Building. 

If this were really a fairytale, it 
would end with everyone going 
home to live happily ever after with 
7.5 million acres of Wilderness in 
Montana. However. Senator Max 
Baucus and Representative Pat 
Williams had been remarkably si- 
lent on the issue, so 30 EF! members 
marched from the steps of Senator 
Melcher’s office to their offices to 
remind them that they are also 
responsible to their electorate, and 
that one of them would be next. 

(As a footnote. I should add that 
the Montana delegation does have 
four members even though I have 
only mentioned three. The fourth 
is Representative Ron Marlene, a 
Republican, who is so poor environ- 
mentally that EF! considers him a 
lost cause. However, there is even 
hope for Rep. Marlene. He is up for 
reelection this fall, and his Demo- 
crat opponent. Chet Blaylock, is 
strong.) 


Ppyyy Bond is a freetanr; writer 
unit photographer tiring in Bo~> 
wan, Montana. She contributes to 
the New York Times among other 
publications.. 



THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY 
SUPPORTS LOGGING AND 
MINING IN MONTANA 
ROADLESS AREAS??! 

We don't believe it, either, but 
Montana newspapers must have 
misquoted Wilderness Society 
lobbyist Peter J. Coppelman (from 
their Washington, DC, office). In 
reference to news reports about 
the Earth First! occupation of 
Montana Senator John Melcher’s 
office to protest the disastrous 
Montana “Wilderness” Bill, Cop- 
pelman was quoted as stating the 
Earth First! proposal to protect 
all six million acres of roadless 
national forest lands was too 
much and that some roadless 
areas should be logged and mined. 
If you’re curious about whether 
the organization of Aldo Leopold 
and Bob Marshall is now support- 
ing the destruction of defacto 
wilderness (surely not!), you can 
write The Wilderness Society, 
1901 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 
Washington, DC 20009, and ask 
Mr. Coppelman. 



EFler Larry Campbell staked a I'alid mining claim on the Federal 
Building. Photo by Peggy Lucas Bond. 
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DIST. OF COLUMBIA 

Terry J. Harris 

It'S North Adams Street 
Rockville. MD 20S50 

Allison Brody 

707»aA 12th NW 

Albuquerque. NM 87102 
(505) 243-0427 

Route 1. Box 54 A 

Millboro. VA 24400 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

(301)762-1312 

Santa Fe — Rue Christie 

Rt. 1 Box 250 

OR 

Lee Few 

73 10 Glenolden PI 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 

Staunton. V’A 24401 

Same Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON 


(EARTH 

EARTH FIRST! JOl RXAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & 

TRINKETS 
Earth First! 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

LOCAL GROIT 
COORDINATION 
Marry Willow 
Oregon Earth First! 

POB 3953 
Eugene. OR 97403 

EARTH FIRST! 

FOUNDATION 
POB 6206 

Same Fe. NM 87501 

MIDDLE S ANTI AM 
BLOCKADE HQ 
824 SW 10th St. 

Corvallis. OR 97333 
(503)754*9131 or 
53-8725 

Al'STRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
‘B 2»;s. Lismore 
New South Wales 24So 
Xusir.ilia 

JAPAN 
Rick Da\is 

• ' 2 K\*>t<«->hi. Fu.shin-:*S i 
V k.tk.isii. Sanoyashik:-*. 
i 

i’UK.i-k'.tta 

voto. JAPAN 
5 io43*2«»99 

W ESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information t entre 
I'' 'R 31 Muiuia 
Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Juneau — R. Famell 

P< *B 1 756 
Juneau. AK 998n2 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deoerieto 

Box 4**154 
Tucson. AZ S57 1 7 
( 602 ; S82-OS30 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata - Bill Devall 

Pi »B 21 

Areata. CA 95521 
1 7i*7j 822-81 36 

Bakersfield - Jay Skiles 

205 Universe "A 
Bakersfield. CA 93308 
(805)327-1711 

Berkeley - Karen Pickett 

POB 83 Canyon. CA 94516 
( 415)548-2220( EcoIogyCenter) 

376-7329 H 

Chico — Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico. CA 95927 

<916,342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 < ircle Drive West 
Fresno. C'A 93704 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circ le 
Fairfax. C'A 94930 
(415)456-7433 

Santa Barbara — 

Man Buckmaster 

64 Sueno Apt. R 
Isla Vista. C'A 93117 
(805)968-8812 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Leueadia. CA 92024 
(619)436-3927 

San Francisco — 

Phillip Friedman 

2300 ( irtega St. 

San Francisc o. CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

Turlock — 

Don Presley 

POB 1300 
Turlock. CA 95381 
(209)634-8741 

Ukiah — Tom Forest 

POB 204 

Cal pel la, CA 95418 

GRASSROOTS EARTH FIRST! - 
AN ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION 
The grassroots structure of Earth First! is partly that of 
a movement and partly that of a specific organization. 

It ranges from active, functioning Earth First! groups 
covering an entire state or region (such as New Mexico 
EF', Florida EF!, San Francisco Bay Area EF! or Missoula 
EF!) to more or less affiliated groups (such as the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association, Western Colorado 
State College Whitewater Club or Appalachian Survival). 

Some of these groups put out their own newsletters or 
regular mailings, some have meetings, all do things. There 
are also a number of areas where there is not an actual 
EF! group but where there is a local contact for EF!. 

There are others that fall somewhere in between. If you 
want to become locally active with Earth First!, contact 
the person listed for your area (this listing makes no 
effort at division of actual groups and contacts). If no one 
is listed for your area, and you would like to be a local 
contact or have a local EF! group listed, please send your 
name, address and phone number to Earth First!, 230 W 
7th Ave., C hico, CA 95926. 
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m DIRECTORY 


Manassas. VA 2221 1 
,793)361-2239 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10S30 SW S5th Ct. 
Gainesville. FL 32601 
v9t *4)495-9203 

Jacksonville 
Earth First! 

POB 3713S 

Jacksonville. FL 32236 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

214 Powell Street 
Atlanta. GA 30316 
(404) 5S6-07S7 

HAWAII 

Kamahine 

POB 718 

Honolulu. HI 96808 
(808) 531-0375 

IDAHO 

Boise — Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise. ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Ketchum - CW Pomeroy 

Box 1765 

Ketchum. ID 83340 

Southeast — Rod Adams 

87 Louella 
Blackfoot. ID 83221 
(208) 785-2182 

KANSAS 
Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick - Gary Lawless 
61 Maine Street 
Brunswick, ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore. MD 2 1 209 
(301 ) 367-8855 

MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 

1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield. MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 


NEW YORK 

Rochester — Gary Bennett 

127 Vassar 
Rochester. NY 14607 

(716) 461-0797 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville — Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander. NC 28701 

OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs. OH 45387 

OREGON 

Corvallis - Cecelia Os trow 

S24 SW 10th St 
Corvallis. OR 97333 
(503) 754-9151 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph. OR 97846 

Eugene — Marcy Willow 

Oregon Earth First! 

POB 3953 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 686-4356 345-2392 

Grants Pass — 

Steve Marsden 

POB 212 

Williams. OR 97544 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland — Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood. OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg — David Hafer 

POB 65 

Lewisburg. PA 17837 

(717) 523-3107 

TENNESSEE 
Gordon M. Burgh ardt 

Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
(615) 974-3300 


Larry Monroe 

13747 Ashworth Ave N 
Seattle. WA 98133 


WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 

1109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt, WI 54481 
(715) 344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715) 344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608)241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 
Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

1 13 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 
(414)625-3816 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Laramie — Harry Longbaugh 

do Ric Hoogestradt 
Box 4006 University Station 
Laramie, WY 82071 
(307) 766-3097 


LOCAL GROUP 
COORDINATION 

Although Earth First! is more 
of a movement than a formal 
organization and all Earth First! 
local, state or regional groups are 
independent, there is still a need 
for some central coordination and 
communication. Marcy Willow, 
Associate Editor of Earth First!, 
is offering to serve that clearing- 
house function. She will be in 
charge of updating the Earth 
First! Directory page and all ad- 
dress changes and new contacts 
should be sent to Marcy. She will 
send out periodic memos to local 
contacts with suggestions for or- 
ganizing and action. Reports for 
publication in Earth First! on 
activities of local EF! groups 
should also be sent to Marcy 
instead of directly to the news- 
paper. Contact Marcy at: Oregon 
Earth First! POB 3953, Eugene, 
OR 97403 (503) 343-2048. Re- 
quests for additional copies of 
Earth First! to distribute or for 
wholesale orders of EF! T-shirts, 
hats, bumperstickers, etc., for 
local EF! groups to sell should 
still be sent to Nancy Morton c/o 
the Earth First! newspaper. 



FOREST SUPERVISOR 
CONTEST 

Whenever and wherever Earth 
Firstlers or other wilderness 
fanatics gather - around a camp- 
fire, over a beer, between formal 
sessions at a conference — the 
talk invariably gets around to 
particularily evil, incompetent or 
dishonest Forest Supervisors. 

“Well, that’s pretty awful about 
the Supervisor of the Willamette 
lying to you all, but do you know 
what the Supervisor of the Brid- 
ger-Teton said?” “We got a Forest 
Supervisor in California that ...” 
The war stories go on and on. The 
crushed beer cans fall to the 
ground, the hair on the back of 
the newcomers’ necks rises, and 
the issue is never resolved. 

Who is the worst SOB who’s a 
National Forest Supervisor in the 
United States? 

Earth First! wants to finally 
resolve that question, locate the 
prestigious individual and honor 
him for overcoming some pretty 
stiff competition. We also would 
just like to run a Rogue’s Gallery 
on the villains running our Na- 
tional Forests. 

So ... send us a paragraph des- 
cribing the villainy, incompe- 
tence, pigheadedness, dishonesty, 
or corruption of your favorite 
Forest Supervisor. (Send a pic- 
ture, too, if you can get one.) We’ll 
publish all the nominations in a 
forthcoming Earth First’ and pick 
the badest of the bad as Earth 
First! Forest Supervisor of the 
Year. The winner will receive a 
handsome certificate personally 
presented. Act now, don’t delay. 
Send us the goods on your worst 
Freddie. 

MAZE THREATENED BY TAR 
SANDS DEVELOPMENT 

On virtually anyone’s list of the 
premier wild areas remaining in the 
Lower 48, the Maze/ Dirty Devil/ 
Flint Trail region in the Utah Canyon 
Country will sit near the top. Part 
Canyonlands National Park, part 
Glen Canyon National Recreational 
Area, and part BLM, this priceless 
area is about to be turned into an 
industrial zone by development of 
tar sands and oil and gas leases. 
The National Park Service is doing 
an EIS on this travesty. You can get 
a copy of the draft and send your 
comments to NPS, POB 25287, Den- 
ver, CO 80225. The Earth First! 
position? NEVER! 


NORTH CAROLINA 
HELP NEEDED 
WANTED FOR WESTERN 
NORTH CAROLINA: EARTH FIRST! 
ORGANIZERS. I have been an Earth 
First ! contact for several years and 
have managed to accumulate only 
a handful of additional tree huggers 
to our cause. I spent two years in 
the Sierra Club and am not willing 
to become enmeshed in meetings, 
fund raising, and small newsletter 
production again. 

In an area that wholeheartedly 
supports the likes of Reagan, Jesse 
Helms and Bill Hendon, Earth First! 
needs someone to begin grassroots 
organizing in a traditional fashion. 
Asheville has a growing population 
of activists involved in the nuke 
freeze movement, women’s rights, 
and Central America, but all are very 
conservative compared to the Deep 
Ecological views we hardcore Earth 
Firstiers espouse. 

There are a wide variety of crises 
in the beautiful southern Appala- 
chians that need to be confronted: 
acid rain, rampant tourism, unwise 
development, pollution of the 
Pigeon River by Champion Paper, 
billboard proliferation, toxic wastes, 
defense industries, and the rapid 
acquisition of land for logging and 
mineral development. 

We need a dynamism that I cannot 
provide in a leadership role (be- 
cause, frankly speaking, I can’t stand 
people). I am willing to expend 
blood, sweat and tears in defense of 
the Earth, but I am one lone voice 
and have not the timbre to gather 
forces to our holy cause. Volun- 
teers, suggestions and support are 
welcomed. 

Jay S. Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 


BIGFOOT HUNTER 
ON THE LOOSE 

“Pictures have been taken before, 
but nobody cares about pictures. If 
you get the one opportunity to ob- 
tain a Sasquatch, you had better 
make it stick. Tranquilizers and 
drugs are not feasible. That leaves 
us with either trying to invite it 
nicely with roses and a card, which 
will not work either, or treating it as 
an animal and putting it down with 
a rifle.” 

So states former post office worker 
Mark Keller of Eureka, California, 
as he starts off with two friends, a 
Smith & Wesson starlite scope and 
a .338 Winchester Magnum rifle to 
try to murder a Bigfoot somewhere 
in the Pacific Northwest. Earth 
First! readers who might want to 
stop this mad scheme should write 
Max Peterson, Chief, US Forest Ser- 
vice, POB 2417, Washington, DC 
20013, and urge that the Forest 
Service not allow Keller to use 
national forest land for his evil game. 
Letters could also be sent to the 
Governors and Game & Fish Com- 
missions of Washington, Oregon 
and California urging that Keller be 
stopped and that he be prosecuted 
for first-degree murder if he 
succeeds. 

UTAH BLM WILDERNESS 
ON THE BLOCK 

The Utah Bureau of Land Man- 
agement is preparing a statewide 
environmental impact statement on 
their wilderness recommendations 
for public lands in the state. Earth 
First! needs to develop a compre- 
hensive wilderness proposal for 
BLM lands in Utah in response. 
Please get in touch with us at POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301 if you’d like to 
help or coordinate this proposal. 


ESCALANTE YAHOOS LYNCH 

ENVIRONMEDDLER EFFIGY 


“Do you know who funds that 
outfit (Southern (Jtah Wilderness 
Alliance)?” the Escalante Mayor 
stated in the Deseret Nevis, “The 
EDA, they fund the Sierra Club. The 
Sierra Club funds this bunch of 
parasites down here.” 

•Joe Bauman reported in the 
Deseret News, “This was an assault 
on a group of Americans, citizens of 
southern Utah, who are trying to 
exercise their perogative to speak 



THE WEATHER FROM 
BALD MOUNTAIN 


by Steve Marsden 


by Jim Catlin 

Robert Weed, hanged in effigy by 
those opposing wilderness a week 
ago, found his water supply van- 
dalized and spikes placed in his 
driveway. Weed’s house is near Calf 
Creek on the Escalante River in 
Southern Utah. 

When the water pump wasn’t 
working, Weed checked the spring 
and found a sign left during the 
nigiit, “If you want wilderness, then 
carry your water.” The water-system 
had been broken and salt poured 
into the spring. 

The spikes in boards hidden in 
the dirt driveway, caused Mrs. 
Weed’s tires to go fiat and according 
to the Deseret News she “nearly 
went over a cliff.” Weed’s children 
luckily didn’t step on the spikes on 


THE FIRST CONVENTION 
FOR PROTECTING THE 
LIFE OF THE EARTH 

DATE: from 1st to 6th of October 
1984 

PLACE: HAKUBA Village, Nag 
ano Prefecture, Japan 
SPONSOR: Japan Green Party 
(KANTO Green Party and other 
locals) 

CONTACT: Fukuroyama 687-10, 
Koshigaya-shi, Saitama-ken 343 
Japan/telephone 0489 77 2392 
(Ryu OTA) 

We of the Japan Green Party be- 
lieve that the life of the Earth is in 
great danger, and in order to save it 
environmentalists and indigenous 
peoples of the world must work 
together to build a global environ- 
mental movement. For this reason 
we have decided to hold the First 
Convention for Protecting the Life 


their way to catch the school bus. 

The Southern Utah Wilderness 
Alliance, for which Weed is a direc- 
tor, has been active in protecting 
the Escalante River drainage. A 
week before, a dummy with Weed’s 
name and the names of other 
wilderness advocates was dragged 
through town. Comparing the signs 
found at Weed’s house and on the 
dummy, Weed said, “The same per- 
son did the printing.” 

Clive Kincaid, also a director of 
the Southern Wilderness Alliance 
claimed that this is only one inci- 
dent in a history of intimidation of 
environmentalists in Utah. Kincaid 
and Weed met with the Escalante 
Mayor, Mohr Christensen, to try and 
defuse this situation. Even though 
the sheriff had photographed the 
damage, the mayor claimed Weed 
had “trumpted up” the whole thing. 


of the Earth for a period of six days, 
beginning October 1, 1984, in HAK- 
UBA village, Japan, and make the 
necessary preparations. 

TOPICS 

1. To realize the seriousness of 
our ecological crisis, its history and 
causes. 

2. To form a movement composed 
of the environmentalists and indi- 
genous peoples to protect all life. 

3. To propose concrete ways to 
advance our cause, and discuss the 
establishment of a world center for 
such purpose. 

4. To appeal to all the peoples of 
the world for the total abolition of 
arms. 

5. To appeal to all the peoples of 
the world to help build societies in 
which all living things can live 
together peacefully. 


out about what should be done with 
land that belongs to all of us.” 

Fighting for America’s finest can- 
yon country is dangerous in Utah. 
We can help wilderness supporters. 
There is something you can do. 
Send a donation to pay for the 
damage to Robert Weed, P.0. Box 
348, Escalante, Utah 84726 


AGENDA 

October 1-5 in HAKUBA (NAG- 
ANO prefecture) Discussion of 
the topics. Decide upon a course 
of action. Issue a joint declara- 
tion. 

October 6, 7 Reception and 
party in NAGANO 

October 10 Reception and party 
in TOKYO 

October 13 Reception and party 
in MORIOKA (IWATE prefecture) 

EXPENSES 

1. Travel expenses: 

Members of environmental or- 
ganizations must pay their own 
traveling expenses. Members of 
organizations of native peoples 
should pay their own expenses if 
possible, but if it is not possible, we 
will pick up their expenses by get- 
ting contributions from institutions, 
organizations, and individuals in 
Japan or other countries. 

2. Expenses during stay in Japan: 

The participants do not have to 

pay such expenses as transporta- 
tion, lodging, meals, and so on 
during the convention. However, if 
they want to travel or visit with 
other groups in Japan, they must 
pay their own expenses. We will of 
course be happy to tell people about 
groups they are interested in, and 
help them make contact. 


OKLAHOMA WILDERNESS 

We generally don’t think of Okla- 
homa as a state with much wilder- 
ness potential, but conservationists 
there, including Earth First!, are 
working to protect what wild coun- 
try remains. Of the 248,000 acres of 
National Forest land in Oklahoma, 
there are four roadless areas total- 
ling 26,000 acres. Additional lands 
could no doubt be rehabilitated. To 
become involved with the effort to 
preserve the natural diversity re- 
maining in Oklahoma, contact For- 
rest Johnson (the Earth First! 
representative on the Oklahoma 
Wilderness Coalition) at 1402 
Rebecca Lane, Norman, OK 73069; 
or the Coalition itself, c/o Mike 
Mueller 405-360-2407 or 325-2861. 


SOCIETY FOR THE 
ERADICATION OF TELEVISION 

Yes, you boob-tube haters, anti- 
modernists and neo-luddites, there 
is a Society for the Eradication of 
Television (SET). It’s based in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. For free 
information and a ?opy of their 
newsletter, write: SET, POB 1 1 2 4 r 
Albuquerque, NM 87103. 


On June 26, 1984, one of the most 
unnatural disasters ever to hit Ore- 
gon was signed into law. The Oregon 
wilderness bill is better called the 
Oregon Deforestation bill. Senator 
Mark “Clearcut” Hatfield was quick 
to laud his great environmental 
achievement of opening two- thirds 
of Oregon’s remaining roadless area 
to the axe. The timber industry 
praised Senator Clearcut’s leader- 
ship and the Association of Oregon 
Loggers also found this to be their 
kind of wilderness bill and gave it 
full support. Not to be outdone, the 
Sierra Club and Wilderness Society 
leadership jumped in to claim an- 
other great victory for wilderness. 
Once again the Sierra Club can bask 
in the glory of its Washington, D.C.. 
environmentalism as it rolls over 
for another wilderness bill, any 
wilderness bill. 

Our legal victory over the Bald 
Mt. road has been effectively nulli- 
fied with the passage of the Defores- 
tation Bill. Due to “release language" 
in the legislation all undesignated 
Wilderness areas in Oregon will now 
come under attack by the Forest 
Service and BLM, including the 
North Kalmiopsis. On the Siskiyou 
National Forest, the Forest Service 
plans a full scale assault against 
remaining roadless areas with some 
mammoth road construction proj- 
ects: on the eastside of the Kal- 
miopsis at Whetstone Butte and 
Canyon Peak; to the north at Law- 
son Creek, Indigo Creek and our 
beloved Bald Mountain. In a recent 
meeting with the new Forest Super- 
visor, assurances were given that 
there were no plans for further con- 
struction into the Bald Mountain 
forest for the next two years. How- 
ever, at that time the first timber 
sale with seven miles of road con- 
struction is anticipated. 

In 1854 the Rogue Indian war 
began. It ended two years later in 
the North Kalmiopsis. The remain- 
ing native people were rounded up 
and shipped to a reservation far to 
the north. Seventy years later not 
one Rogue walked this earth. Now 
one hundred and thirty years later 
the Forest Service plans to complete 
its version of the circle, the circle of 
destruction. With the passage of the 
bill, we too can move on now that 
the air is cleared. The backroom 
double dealing of this Wilderness 
for that one is over. It is time to 


prepare ourselves, defenders of Bald 
Mountain. For in one year or two 
we know they will be coming, so we 
watch and wait. 

In the meeting with the Forest 
Supervisor, he asked what areas we 
were particularly interested in. That 
was easy - "all of it." 

For information or questions send 
inquiries to: 

Kalmiopsis Action Alliance 
P.O. Box 212 
Williams. OR 97544 
Letters to the Supervisor would 
be appreciated, nothing elaborate. 
"Please protect the North Kalmiop- 
sis" is fine. A letter from Earth First! 
contacts around the country would 
be of help. WRITE: 

Supervisor Ron McCormick 
Siskiyou National Forest 
P.O. Box 440 
Grants Pass. OR 97526 
Send a copy to: 

Rep. Jim Weaver 
House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 



LOU GOLD RETURNS 
TO BALD MOUNTAIN 

Last summer. Lou Gold spent 
several months camped on Bald 
Mountain as a witness to the des- 
truction of the Kalmiopsis by the 
Forest Service road construction 
project. Now he has returned to his 
vigil at the Bald Mountain Sanc- 
tuary to guard against additional 
attempts to deface the largest road- 
less area in the national forests iff 
Oregon. Lou welcomes visitors to 
his camp. Support for Lou's vigil is 
being coordinated by Shel Ander- 
son (503) 592-4231 and Laurie 
Prout.v (503) 592-4399 in Takilnta. 
Oregon (12290 Takilma Road, Cave 
Junction, Oregon 97523). 

Although the recently signed Ore- 
gon Wilderness Act removes the 
legal basis forthe injunction against 
construction of the Bald Mountain 
Road (which was the site of 44 
arrests last summer in the Earth 
First ! blockade of construction ), the 
new Siskiyou National Forest 
Supervisor has told local Earth 
First !ers and the media that there 
are no plans to continue road con- 
struction. Lou Gold’s presence on 
the mountain and that of others 
will insure that the Forest Service 
doesn’t try to pull any fast ones. 
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JAPAN GREENS PROPOSE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 




TABLE I 

PETROLEUM POTENTIAL OF 
WESTERN WILDERNESS LANDS BY AGENCY 
Lower-48 

States Western Petroleum 

Federal Total Wilderness Potential Millions of Acres 

Agency Acreage Acreage High-Med. Low-Zero Unknown 


B.L.M. 

17.50 

27.0 

Forest Service 

166.8 

33.8 

Nat’l Park 

24.6 

10.1 

Fish & Wildlife 

12.9 

3.1 



74.0 

million 



acres 


and Medium potential lands. 

My Table 1 also shows that of this 
“valuable” 8.5 million acres, only a 
total of 1.6 million are in national 
parks and wildlife refuge lands. 

It is BLM and Forest Service wil- 
derness-identified land that will 
have resource conflicts. USGS esti- 
mates that a total of 6.9 million 
acres of their wilderness land does 
have good petroleum potential. But 
even this area is not "lost.” 

How much oil and gas does USGS 
estimate is recoverable from not 
only these 8.5 million acres of good 
potential, but even from all the 74.0 
million acres of all the wilderness- 
identified land in the Western U.S.? 
This is the key data. Answer: not 
much. 

This USGS study concludes that 
recoverable oil from all the wilder- 
ness lands of all four main Federal 
agencies in the eleven western 
states is estimated to range from a 
minimum of 0.6 billion barrels to a 
maximum of 1.5 billion barrels. 

This is a bit of oil, yet it really 
isn’t. Let us take the maximum 
estimate of 1.5 billion barrels. U.S. 
annual consumption is around six 
billion barrels. At that rate, all of 
our western U.S. wilderness-identi- 
fied lands, including those in the 
national parks, could only furnish 
some three months’ supply. Thus, 
even by USGS’s own study, don’t 
look to what little remains of our 
wilderness lands to supply our oil 
needs, at least on a national scale. 

Locally, however, some of the oil 
and gas can not be so easily dis- 
missed. USGS has also reported the 
findings of this study state by state. 
As per my again legitimately rear- 
ranged data, Table II shows that 
some states’ wilderness lands have 
more of a clear oil and gas conflict 
than other states. 

For example, Utah and Montana 
each have over 2.0 million acres of 
wilderness-identified land that 
USGS rates as having good petro- 
leum potential. Despite this high 
acreage of Utah and Montana, how- 
ever, it is Wyoming and Idaho whose 
wilderness land USGS estimates can 
each produce more than 200 million 
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22.3 

0.1 

2.3 

29.8 

1.7 

1.4 

7.0 

1.7 

0.2 

2.9 

— 

8.5 

62.0 

3.5 


barrels of oil. 

When considering natural gas, it 
appears that Wyoming, Montana 
and Idaho’s wilderness-identified 
lands have some hard to dismiss 
recoverable resource commodities, 
at least on a local level. Wilderness 
advocates — be forewarned, and 
prepare accordingly. 

Also interesting was this study’s 
figures of total Federal wilderness- 
identified lands state-by-state. Cali- 
fornia’s 18.9 million such acres 
translates to nearly 20% of the entire 
state! Is this an indication of 
successful long-term environmen- 
tal activism? Other states should 
well try to equal California’s 
achievement. 

New Mexico, however, appears 
to be a case for alarm. Its 2.7 million 
acres of wilderness-identified Fed- 
eral land translates to only 3% of 
that state. This fact alone should 
make all wilderness advocates in- 
sist that most, if not all, Forest 
Service RARE areas and BLM 
WSA’s in New Mexico should be 
given the protection of wilderness 
designation. 

Additional documents dealing 
with mineral resources on our pub- 
lic lands are WILDERNESS MIN- 
ERAL POTENTIAL: Assessment of 
Mineral-Resource Potential in U.S. 
Forest Service Lands Studied 1964- 
1984, by USGS, 1984 (not free - 
$40!, 2 volumes, hardbound); and 
MINERALS AND THE PUBLIC 
LANDS: An Analysis of Strategic 
Minerals Issues and Public Lands 
Policy, by Sierra Club, Wilderness 
Society, et. al., 1981 (free). 

SUBSCRIBE 

TO 

EARTH FIRST! 
SEE 

PAGE 22 


Australian rainforest defenders have been burying themselves to the neck to stop the 
bulldozers pushing a road through the Daintree Rainforest ( see article in June 84 EF!J. 
Photo by Peter Mitchell. 
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The Nomadic Action Group caravan on the beach in the Daintree. 


Arizona 

6.2 

8% 

0.2 

6.0 

- 

3 m/b 

8 b/cu. ft. 

California 

1S.9 

19".. 

0.03 

18.9 

- 

12 m/b 

5 b/cu. ft. 

Colorado 

4.5 

7".» 

0.2 

3.3 

1.0 

9 m/b 

130 b/cu. ft. 

Idaho 

7.5 

14",. 

0.2 

7.3 

0.03 

207 m/b 

1,850 b/cu. ft. 

Montana 

6.9 

7"o 

2.5 

4.4.. 

0.03 

30 m/b 

3,000 b/cu. ft. 

Nevada 

8.0 

11% 

1.2 

6.8 

- 

92 m/b 

380 b/cu. ft. 

New Mexico 

2.7 

3".. 

0.2 

2.5 

- 

8 m/b 

120 b/cu. ft. 

Oregon 

4.9 

8% 

0.1 

4.8 

- 

3 m/b 

70 b/cu. ft. 

Utah 

4.5 

8% 

2.9 

1.6 

- 

120 m/b 

270 b/cu. ft. 

Washington 

3.9 

9% 

- 

3.9 

- 

1 m/b 

20 b/cu. ft. 

Wyoming 

6.0 

10"., 

1.0 

2.5 

2.5 

350 m/b 

3,800 b/cu. ft. 


74.0 


8.5 

62.0 

3.5 

* 

** 


'Total recoverable oil is estimated from 0.6 b b (min.) to 1.5 b/b (max.). Current U.S. annual production is in 
excess of 3.0 b b (1983). with U.S. proven reserves estimated at 27 b/b (1983). U.S. annual consumption is 
currently at six b b (1982). b b = billion barrels. 

"Total recoverable natural gas is estimated from 5 (min.) to 17 (max.) trillion/cubic feet. Current U.S. annual 
production is 17 t cu. ft. (1983), with U.S. proven reserves estimated at 200 t/cu. ft. (1983). U.S. annual 
consumption is currently at 20 t cu. ft. (1982). 

'"Includes agency proposed wilderness, BLM wilderness study areas, etc. 


WILDERNESS AND PETROLEUM 


PETROLEUM POTENTIAL OF 
WILDERNESS LANDS IN THE 

WESTERN UNITED STATES 

bv Elliott Bernshaw 

A recent publication by USGS is a 
wealth of information for wilder- 
ness advocates who attempt to 
resolve resource conflicts. It is "Pe- 
troleum Potential of Wilderness 
Lands in the Western U.S.." Geo- 
logical Survey Circular 902-A-P. 
1 9S3. It is available free from any of 
the distribution offices of thel'SGS. 

If you have) read it yet. or don't 
want to struggle with the data. 
(K-rhaps I can satisfactorily point 
out the highlights. 

In 19S2-S3. the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) conducted an inves- 
tigation of the oil and gas potential 
of the designated and proposed 
\\ ilderness lands in the western 
! \S.. excluding Alaska and Hawaii. 
The total area included some 74 
million acres of wilderness-iden- 
tified lands in all eleven of the 


western states. These 74 million 
acres are administered by all four 
of the main agencies, i.e.. the BLM. 
Forest Service. National Park Ser- 
vice and Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Specifically, the wilderness-iden- 
tified lands inventoried by USGS 
include all existing Designated Wil- 
derness Areas, lands Administra- 
tively Endorsed as Suitable for 
Wilderness. Further Planning or 
Wilderness Study Areas (WSA's). 
BLM Wilderness Inventory Not 
Completed, BLM lands under ap- 
peal and forest Service RARE II 
lands under litigation. 

The following ratings of petro- 
leum potential were applied to all 
wilderness- identified areas: 

HIGH POTENTIAL - Highly fa- 
vorable for oil and gas. areas near 
or on trend with existing production 
fields. 

MEDIUM POTENTIAL - Favor- 
able. containing known reservoir 
rocks and hydrocarbon source beds. 

LOW POTENTIAL - Areas of 
poor or unknown hydrocarbon 


source beds and reservoir qualities. 

ZERO POTENTIAL - Precam- 
brian (before life) rocks, or other 
structures with no potential for 
trapping hydrocarbons. 

UNKNOWN POTENTIAL - Areas 
of extremely difficult geology (!). 

USGS concluded in its findings 
that roughly one-third of these 74 
million acres of wilderness-iden- 
tified lands have some potential for 
petroleum, another one-third has 
low to zero potential and the final 
one-third has no potential. Of 
course, USGS included lands having 
low (i.e.. very low) in its figures for 
its so-called “one-third" having 
some (i.e.. any) potential. 

The data buried in the bulk of the 
report can be legitimately rear- 
ranged to be presented as in Table 
I. Now the Low, Low to Zero and 
Zero potential areas can easily be 
seen to be by far the petroleum 
potential of most of our wilderness- 
identified lands. There remains, 
however, a possibly troublesome 8.5 
million acres of unavoidable High 


TABLE II 

PETROLEUM POTENTIAL OF WILDERNESS LANDS*** IN THE WESTERN U.S. 

Wilderness Mean Mean 

Acreage °o of Potential (Millions of Acres) Est. Est. 

State Total State Area High-Med. Low-Zero Unknown Oil Gas 


EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE US FOREST SERVICE - 
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK 


by Bobcat 


No <me embtule the: Forest, Service 
can either s-ubstemtiate; or ngmeli- 
aler these numbers. They become 
lit, trolly a meitter of faith,. 

— Society of American Foresters 
Ajrri.1 1 984 

Some >. j>e<ytlet rob you with a sir- 
gun, others with a fountain pen. 

— Woody Guthrie 


The Forest Service is currently 
operating as an outlaw agency. Un- 
fortunately for the many honest and 
hardworking people in the local 
District Offices, goings-on in the 
upper echelons of the bureaucracy 
have created a situation as scan- 
dalous as that uncovered in the 
EPA. Currently spearheaded by 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
John Crowell (former Chief Counsel 
for convicted anti-trust violator 
Louisiana-Pacific), the Forest Ser- 
vice’s battle against Wilderness and 
the few remaining stands of virgin 
timber is only one aspect of inten- 
tionally biased management, ex- 
tending from deficit timber sales 
and destructive clear-cuts through 
non-existent or inadequate refor- 
estation efforts to the irresponsible 
use of herbicide poisons. Laws are 
being violated so that the large 
timber corporations and chemical 
companies can increase their 
profits. 

Assertions like this need to be 
backed up, and each month more 
and more evidence shows up in the 
environmental journals. For 
example: 

USFS researchers reviewed and 
summarized 64 studies estimating 
dollar values for wildlife, wilderness 
and recreation. In the major long- 
term planning document for which 
this review was commissioned, the 
1985 RPA Draft EIS, these dollar 
values were arbitrarily reduced a 
uniform 37.5%, apparently as a 
result of a memo from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to the RPA staff 
in September 1983 (shortly after a 
preliminary draft containing the 
original figures had been submitted 
to Assistant Secretary Crowell’s 
office). Although thousands of 
pages of documentation were made 
available to Cascade Holistic Eco- 
nomic Consultants under Freedom 
of Information Act requests, the 
USFS refused to release this parti- 
cular memo. The reason for the 
altered figures and subsequent 
cover-up is all-too-obvious and 
familiar: when dollar values for 
wildlife, wilderness and recreation 
are falsified in a downward direc- 
tion the relative value of the high 
timber harvest alternative is in- 
creased. ( Forest Planning, 4/84, 

pp. 8 & 22.) 

We have become accustomed to a 
climate of media-enhanced con- 
frontations between loggers and 
environmentalists over the fate of 
our National Forests, but things are 
no longer this simple. Perhaps most 
basically, the economics of timber 
production has changed, and new 
big-business administrators in 
Washington must twist the laws 
more and more out of shape in order 
to allow the large corporations to 
strip the west of her last remaining 



timber before leaving for the tree 
plantations in the South. Read the 
forest industry magazines ... no 
matter what we do, in one year or in 
ten, the corporations will be gone, 
taking their timber jobs and money 
with them. The only question is, 
can we stop this process before 
more damage is done to the land- 
base which must support us all and 
our children in the future, loggers 
and environmentalists together? 

Deficit Sales 
Corporate Subsidies 
While this is not new, it has 
reached epic proportions since the 
building industry recession. From 
1975 to 1982, the number of Na- 
tional Forests that lost money on 
their timber sales rose from 67% to 
79%, and the total dollar loss to 
taxpayers jumped from a yearly 
average of $30 million (1975-80) to 
a whopping $234,000,000 in fiscal 
1982, when not one Region in the 
West earned more revenue than was 
spent for administrative and road 
building costs. Even the Pacific- 
Northwest, the most productive 
Region, lost $46 million (UPI, 
4/8/84). Was this deficit in the 
Northwest so large because of 
expenditures for roads build for the 
timber sales (totaling 13 billion 
board feet) which never paid off 
because of timber company con- 
tract defaults? 


In Colorado, four new forest plans 
are currently being appealed on 
economic grounds. The Natural 
Resources Defense Council and the 
Colorado State Department of Na- 
tural Resources point out that these 
plans violate the law (as set down 
by the National Forest Management 
Act) by failing to exempt from pro- 
duction lands where commercial 
timber cannot be sold profitably. 
Colorado Senator Gary Hart has 
asked the US General Accounting 
Office to investigate the plans, 
which propose doubling current 
harvest levels despite USFS staff 
reports from computer projections 
which recommended that present 
harvest levels be reduced 85% for 
reasons of economy. 

These deficits, in Colorado and 
elsewhere, ,.re generally occuring 
on remote, low-productivity sites 
where the main expense thus far 
has been road-building, and the 
money for adequate reforestation 
efforts has not yet been expended. 
In fact, foresters have been expli- 
citly told not to consider the cost of 
reforestation in their planning: “Do 
not prejudge the economic viability 
of the use of intensive cultural 
practices in identifying tentatively 
suitable lands” (USFS Chief Max 
Peterson, 7/14/83). If they did look 
at such costs, it might become too 
obvious that sales from marginal 


lands would lose lots of money. 
Even prime land is expensive to 
reforest. In the area around Ore- 
gon’s Willamette NF. where timber 
sales now average $170 mbf (thou- 
sand board feet), private foresters 
estimate the cost of growing Doug- 
las fir timber for a 60-year rotation 
on productive ground to be over 
$800 acre. 

Timber from land more expensive 
to reforest (which might also grow 
in less dense stands) still seems to 
be sold very cheaply. Stumpage 
rates from (formerly ) roadless areas 
range from $3 mbf in Alaska’s Ton- 
gass NF to $35 mbf in California's 
Six Rivers NF, while the prices of 
comparable timber on roaded areas 
in the same forest goes for $130 
mbf. Yet Crowell still speaks of using 
the National Forests to generate 
money into the US Treasury, and 
cites $400 mbf as a "conservative 
estimate” of the value of timber in 
the Northwest. 

The Question of Economics 

The classic conservationist la- 
ment, that “dollar values prevail 
over non-market values” needs to 
be updated. Most of the commercial 
timber remaining in the National 
Forests is old-growth in remote 
areas which cannot lie economically 
harvested and reforested. Long- 
term trends and current market 
conditions have raised expenses, 


and thus reduced the net monetary 
value of timber. Logging in most 
areas of the National Forests c an 
continue only if "corporate profit 
values" prevail over a balanced 
budget, and taxpayers subsidize the 
industry through deficit timber 
sales. 

In this new situation, dollar val- 
ues have now come over to the side 
of forest ecology, wilderness and 
watershed protection. 

Legal History- 

While any federal agency can 
expect to have its actions que- 
tinned by citizen groups, the num 
ber of successful lawsuits againsi 
the Forest Service has risen mark 
edly in recent years in response to 
the agency's increased defiance of 
statute law and federal court 
enforcement. 

11 73 — U.S. District Court rub-' 
that excessive c-learcutting prac - 
tices in West Virginia's Monongahela 
N'F are illegal under the organic 
Act of 1897. 

8 75 - U.S. 4th Circuit Court 
upholds the Monongahela decision 

12 75 - U.S. District Court in 
Alaska stops c-learcutting sales on a 
50-year timber contract, citing the 
Monongahela decision. 

8 76 - U.S. District Court Judge 
William Justice orders an fry unction 
against further c-learcutting in the 
National Forests of East Texas, cit- 
ing violations of the Multiple Use - 
Sustained Yield Act. and N'EPA. 

9 76 - Congress passes the Na- 
tional Forest Management Act 
(N'FMA) and specifically legalizes 
clearcutting. In direct response to 
the recent court decisions, the prac- 
tice of forestry is to be "taken out of 
the courts, and put back in the 
hands of professionals." 

10 76 - U.S. District Court pro- 
hibits USFS logging in violation of 
Portland. Oregon's Bull Run Water 
shed Act. Despite this ruling. 13 
new clearcuts were proposed 
in 1984. 

3 77 - U.S. District Court pro- 
hibits USFS use of the herbicide- 
2.4.5-T and Silvex until an adequate 
EIS is prepared for the Suislaw N'F 
in Oregon. 

5 78 - U.S. oth Circuit Court 
overules the injunction against 
clearcutting in East Texas, because 
of the passage of N'FMA. 

1979 — Four days before RARE 
II was presented to Congress. M. 
Rupert Cutler. Crowell's predeces- 
sor. ordered the I'SFS to begin 
timber harv est on 36 million acres 
of land not recommended for 
wilderness. (Illegal restriction on 
the scope of the Congressional 
Mandate.) 

1980-1981 — Mount St. Helen's 
National Monument: USFS clear- 
cuts boundaries and builds an 
extensive road system, thereby pre- 
cluding expansion of the protected 
area without public input ora man- 
agement plant. This violates N’EPA 
and NFMA, at least, but there was 
no lawsuit. 

10 82 — U.S. 9th Circuit Court 
prohibits development in 40 road- 
less areas in California due to 
inadequate EIS and RARE II (Cali- 
fornia vs. Block). Suit originally filed 
in summer of 1979. 

continued on ixige 1~ 
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1 S3 - I'SFS draws up EA's for 
timber sales for five roadless areas 
in Six-Rivers N'F where develop- 
ment was specifically prohibited by 
California vs. Block. 

5 S3 - L'.S. District Court finds 
the L'SFS in violation of Native 
American religious freedom, pro- 
hibits logging of the 67,000 acre 
Blue Creek Roadless Area in Cali- 
fornia. violates NEPA. the Wilder- 
ness Act and the Administrative 
Procedures Act. 

5 S3 - L'.S. District Court: Herbicide 
spray in six watersheds of the Suis- 
law NF and BLM's Medford District 
in Oregon is declared illegal until 
an adequate worst-case analysis of 
herbicide toxic effects is completed 
(Merrell vs. Block). 

6 83 - The illegal use of $39,000 
in Job Bill money to finance the 
herbicide spray program in the Kla- 
math NF was halted due to citizen 
protest. 

6 83 - Court rules that is it illegal 
for the L'SFS to spray herbicides in 
defiance of a local county ordinance 
(Trinity County. California) (Sierra 
Club vs. Peterson). 

7 83 - U.S. District Court issues 
preliminary injunction against road 
building on the Bald Mountain road. 


North Kalmiopsis Roadless Area. 
Oregon. Crowell cited for illegally 
allowing road work to proceed des- 
pite California vs. Block (Earth 
First! vs. Block). 

8 83 - 450 dump trucks of ore 
illegally removed from Gasquet 
Mountain in Six Rivers NF; EA 
hidden from public for two weeks. 
State of California considers legal 
action, but there is no lawsuit. 

8 83 - Injunction sought against 
timber sales for violation of clear- 
cutting guidelines, NFMA soil pro- 
tection provisions, and inadequate 
EIS under NEPA (National Wildlife 
Association vs. Mapleton Ranger 
District in Suislaw NF) (Oregon). 

10/83 - U.S. District Court issues 
a preliminary injunction against 
timber sales in the Kettle Planning 
L’nit, Colville NF, Washington, citing 
California vs. Block (EIS inadequate 
under NEPA). 

12 83 - Oregon Natural Re- 
sources Council files suit in federal 
court against the USFS in order to 
prohibit illegal development in 
RARE II areas throughout Oregon 
(re. California vs. Block). 

1 84 — U.S. District Court in 
Wyoming closes a 15-mile USFS 
snowmobile trail through grizzly 



The Forest Service wanted to build the GO Road past sacred Chimney Rock in 
the Siskiyou Mountains. Photo by Dave Van DeMark. 
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BaldMt. Road in Kalmiopsis Roadless Area 


bear threatened and endangered 
species habitat, and rules that the 
assessment of wildlife impact by 
the Beartooth Plateau EIS was in- 
adequate. 

2 84 — Sierra Club challenge 
causes the Ouachita NF to halt road 
construction, timber sales, and 
mineral leases in Oklahoma’s Beech 
Creek Roadless Area (re. Cal. vs. 
Block). 

2 84 — Aspen sales of 50 million 
board feet/year (for a Louisiana- 
Pacific waferboard mill) are pro- 
posed for the Grand Mesa, Uncom- 
pahgre and Gunnison National For- 
ests in Colorado. Although this 
aspen harvest alone exceeds by 43% 
the yearly programmed harvest 
specified in the Forest Plan, and 
mostly occurs on land designated 
economically unsuitable, only an 
Environmental Assessment was 
prepared. There has been no full 
EIS, no revision or amendment of 
the Forest Plan ... and no appeal or 
lawsuit as yet. 

3/84 - U.S. District Court bans all 
USFS & BLM herbicide use in Ore- 
gon and Washington, pending the 
adequate worst case analysis of 
human health effects required by 
law (NCAP vs. Block). After a long 
series of lawsuits, and what the 
Judge described as “balking and 
delaying” by the agencies, Judge 
Bums stated, “You’d better start 
preparing the analysis or I’ll put 
Secretary Block and Secretary Clark 
in jail!” 

4/84 - In response to the Bums 
decision, and perhaps to the Viet- 
nam Vets’ Agent Orange lawsuit, 
Forest Service Chief Max Peterson 
orders an end to herbicide aerial 
spray on all National Forests. How- 
ever, ground applications will 
continue outside Oregon and Wash- 
ington. 

4/84 - Suislaw NF refuses to close 
Waxmyrtle Road, thus allowing con- 
tinued vehicle access to coastal 
endangered species habitat, in defi- 
ance of Oregon’s Coastal Manage- 
ment Act and the requests of the 
Lane County Board of Supervisors 
(no lawsuit yet). 

4/84 - Acting District Ranger in 
Sweet Home, Oregon, lies to the 
Middle Santiam Wilderness Com- 
mittee, stating that no operations 
were taking place in the Pyramid 
Sale Area, when in fact cutting had 
already begun. No lawsuit has yet 
been filed under the “Ethics in 
Government” law. 

4/84 - U.S. District Court in Ore- 
gon prohibits further timber sales 
in the 200,000 acre, 100 million 
board feet/year producing Mapleton 
Ranger District (Suislaw NF), until 
a District-specific land use plan and 
adequate EIS are prepared — includ- 
ing a "worst case analysis” of the 
effects of clearcutting on salmon 
and trout habitat, and an assess- 
ment of the cumulative effects of 
all logging in the watershed, public 
and private. 

Honest Intentions? 

In the past, Forest Service policies 
of monoculture, clearcutting, and 
herbicide use, while ecologically 
disastrous and therefore destruc- 
tive of long-term sustained yield, 
could be seen to result simply from 
ignorance and a mechanistic bias 
toward the practices of industrial 
agriculture. 

However, when seen in the con- 
text of timber industry subsidies 


and the legal history outlined here, 
certain policies (accompanied by 
the statements and actions of John 
Crowell) have caused many people 
to consider that there is no longer 
any respect in the higher echelons 
of the Forest Service for either the 
principal of sustained yield or the 
letter of the law. 

Crowell’s advocacy of greatly 
increased harvests has even the 
career professionals worried. By 
weakening the clearcutting con- 
straints of the National Forest 
Management Act (NFMA), and the 
Endangered Species Act, Crowell 
would personally like to harvest 
levels proposed by alternative *9 
of the 1985 RPA Draft EIS for the 
year 2030 to be achieved much 
sooner: “I think before the turn of 
the century we’ve got to be manag- 
ing the National Forests for 20-25 
billion” ( Wilderness , Summer 
1983). Although this is double the 
highest yearly output of 10.5 billion 
board feet in 1977 (and four times 
the 1982 recession year level), 
Crowell feels that the full potential 
^ield from USFS lands could be 
made to double again, to an incred- 
ible 40-45 billion board feet. 

Some professional foresters feel 
that speculations like these sound 
more like a tree farm than a national 
forest: “We have to keep reminding 
people that we are not a national 
tree farm. Forests have other uses, 
too, such as recreation, wildlife, 
water production, and wilderness.” 
(Jack H. Usher, Region 6 Timber. 
Manager, 8/81.) Yet Crowell’s 
thought goes one step further, from 
farm to factory: 

“To keep national forests pro- 
ductive, managers need to 
liquidate the accumulated 
inventory. Production will 
eventually come to a halt, if 
instead of selling the product, 
you stack it in the aisles of 
the factory” (1981). 

This vision of our national forests 
as merely product inventories 
clashes directly with the Multiple 
Use/Sustained Yield law. Unfortun- 
ately, however, Crowell is acting as 
if the changes which must take 
place in this law in order to legiti- 
matize his philosophy have already 
taken place: 

“Many seem to believe that 
nondeclining yield remains 
the policy of the Forest Ser- 
vice. Nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth ... Depar- 
tures are entirely consistent 
with policy.” (Crowell’s clas- 
sic 1984-style NewSpeak and 
DoubleThink, quoted in the 
December ’83 issue of Forest 
Planning.) 

These “departures” involve in- 
creasing harvest levels beyond the 
“long-term average sale quantity,” 
“nondeclining even-flow,” or sus- 
tainable yield. Current harvest 
levels have already been raised 
above the rate of natural regenera- 
tion, due to USFS foresters’ claims 
that “intensive management tech- 
niques” will enable them to grow 
trees faster (and better?) than 
Mother Nature. Questionable as this 
practice is (see the “Reforestation” 
discussion below), Crowell pro- 
poses to go one step further, and 
harvest more than even these high 
levels for at least the next 20 years 
in some forests. 

Plans for the Klamath and Des- 
chutes National Forests already 


call for departures. New forest plans 
are in the works for most other 
National Forests, and many of 
them, such as the Rogue River NF, 
will probably also call for depar- 
tures. Three out of nine alternatives 
in the 1985 RPA Draft EIS for the 
years 1985-2030 propose depar- 
tures. 

Past and current timber industry 
subsidies give a clue as to the 
reasons for what the law clearly 
intends as an exceptional practice, 
to be used only in unusual circum- 
stances. 

The Law: Departures from non- 
declining even-flow can be made 
only if consistent with “overall 
multiple use management objec- 
tives.” Besides salvage sales of 
timber damaged by fire or disease, 
reasons for departures include pre- 
venting “a substantial adverse 
impact upon a community in the 
economic area where the forest is 
located” (NFMA, 1976). 

The Myth: Departure is neces- 
sary for “community stability.” — 
Klamath NF planners at public 
hearings. 

The.Reality: The departure alter- 
native was chosen “only to meet 
the RPA targets” (timber quotas) 
and for no other reasons. - Klamath 
NF Supervisor, memo to the Re- 
gional Forester, 6/29/82 (quoted in 
Forest Planning, May ’83). 

In this context, “community stab- 
ility” means corporate subsidy. In 
line with a statement by the 
Bridger-Teton NF Supervisor that, 
“We have a responsibility to keep 
the Louisiana-Pacific Mill in busi- 
ness,” Crowell has stated the need 
to harvest timber “at levels greater 
than is economically efficient for 
the purpose of aiding dependent 
industries in nearby communities” 
(emphasis added) (“Economics 
Policy Statement” in Forest Plan- 
ning ( 12/83). 

However, when the issue is creat- 
ing non-industrial jobs, such as 
manual brush clearing alternatives 
to herbicide spray, we hear some- 
thing different: “Creating jobs for 
people is not our mandate, ” accord- 
ing to Ralph Kizer, Supervisor, Idaho 
Panhandle NF, 7/82. 

Reforestation 

The USFS’ bias toward big busi- 
ness might not be so offensive if 
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they were actually fulfilling their 
principal mandate - to take care of 
the land they harvest. However, it 
is precisely the poor quality of their 
stewardship which has been the 
basis for legal action. 

The Law: “Sustained yield ... 
means the achievement and main- 
tenance in perpetuity of a high-level 
annual or regular periodic output 
of the various renewable resources 
of the National Forests without 
impairment of the productivity of 
the land”: Multiple Use/Sustained 
Yield Act, 1960. Specifically, man- 
agement must be able to “ensure 
timber production from the land 
without irreversible resource dam- 
age to soils, productivity, or water- 
shed conditions” (NFMA, 1976). 

The Myth: U sing “intensive man- 
agement” techniques of reforesta- 
tion (genetically improved trees, 
herbicide brush control, fertilizers, 
and thinning) to justify increased 
cutting, pre-1982 maximum harvest 
levels of 12 billion board feet could 
rise to 22 billion by the year 2030 if 
alternative # 9 of the 1985 Draft RPA 
is chosen. 

The Reality: One third of the 
forests (private and public) in 
the Pacific Northwest are “under- 
stocked" (either never or inade- 
quately replanted) (Silen, USFS 
Report PNW-137, 6/82). 

Data is lacking to support Forest 
Service assertions about the effec- 
tiveness of their intensive manage- 
ment techniques. — U.S. General 
Accounting Office Report, “Better 


Data Needed to Determine the Ex- 
tent to which Herbicides Should Be 
Used on the Public Lands,” 1981. 

When these techniques are suc- 
cessful, they “mine” the soil of 
nutrients to produce at best a single 
generation of fast-growing, wide- 
ringed, and knotty trees good only 
for pulp wood, and the soils are left 
depleted (c.f. Silen, 6/82). 

Lack of Data, False Data, 
and Biased Future Projections 

1979 - Forest Service and Oregon 
State Department of Forestry pre- 
dict the loss of 20,000 jobs and 936 
million board feet of timber in the 
Northwest if the herbicide 2,4,5-T 
were not used. In 1983, the Forest 
Service and other witnesses could 
not claim the loss of a singlejob due 
to the cancellation of 2,4,5-T - 
hearings on NCAP vs. Block. 

1979 - Eighty percent of 2000 
acres scheduled for herbicide spray 
did not require it, i.e., the timber 
was dominant over the brush - 
study by Groundwork Inc. in Willa- 
mette National Forest. 

1979 — “There is no empirical 
base for the increased timber yields 
that are claimed to result from 
herbicide use” - unchallenged tes- 
timony of economist Jan Newton 
before the House Agricultural 
Committee. 

1983 — Klamath National Forest 
Plan 

This plan was the first to appear 
which called for departures from 
sustained yield. A close look at this 
document shows the kind of warped 
data analysis which the USFS uses 
to exaggerate the benefits of in- 
creased harvest levels. 

It is hard to believe that mere 
incompetence is responsible for this 
kind of inaccurate and misleading 
information: 

• Old growth doubles in volume 
every 20 to 50 years. 

• Second growth will have more 
volume by age 30 than old growth 
has now. 

• Thinnings increase timber 
volume by 50%. 

• Fish population will remain the 
same whether 180 or 310 million 
board feet is harvested. 

1984 — The only documentation 
for a claim that recreation and wild- 
life programs in one National Forest 
would cost an extra $698,000 if 
timber were not harvested turns 
out to be a statement that these 
numbers “are estimates based on 
professional judgment” ( Forest 
Planning, 3/84, p. 6). 

1984 - Draft EIS: 1985-2030 RPA 
Program. 


The Resources Planning Act 
(RPA) of 1974 requires that the 
USFS periodically assess forest 
resources and prepare a compre- 
hensive management plan to cover 
the current and future activities of 
all National Forests. Specific plans 
for each individual Forest are then 
based upon the broad RPA planning 
alternative which the USFS selects. 
Input into the choice of RPA alter- 
native plans provides the most basic- 
way for Congress and the public to 
have a voice in, and an understand- 
ing of, what goes on in our nation- 
al forests 

Thus, the major document affect- 
ing forest planning at this moment 
is the 1985 RPA Draft EIS. Unfor- 
tunately, this report is seriously 
flawed, “systematically and delib- 
erately biased toward timber, graz- 
ing, and other market resources,” 
according to a lengthy review pre- 
pared by the Cascade Holistic Eco- 
nomic Consultants for the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks and the Northwest Indian 
Fish Commission. 

What makes this bias most clear 
is the simple fact that timber was 
the only resource which RPA 
planners projected to increase in 
value over time. 

In general, it seems that manipu- 
lation of data was used by RPA 
planners to underestimate the value 
of what high timber harvests would 
sacrifice, and overestimate the 
value of high-harvest side-effects. 
For example, dollar values for wild- 
life, wilderness and recreation were 
arbitrarily reduced 37.5% from data 
presented by USFS researchers. 

In contrast, water yield values 
were skewed upwards (more clear- 
cuts - more runoff) by using the 
consumer price index to adjust 1 969 
dollar values of irrigation water. 
However, this is an agricultural 
resource (not a consumer commod- 
ity ). Agricultural prices and the real 
value of water have not risen to 
match current inflation. ( Forest 
Planning, 4/84, pp. 8, 9, 222.) 

Reading through this report pro- 
vides a valuable education in USFS 
bureaucratic thought. For example, 
from the Region 6 RPA study guide 
we learn that, “Both recreation and 
wilderness cannot be optimized at 
the same time” (p. 11). 

Hypothesis: The Big 
Lie Gets Bigger 

Hopefully, a clear picture emerges 
from the preceding: The Forest Ser- 
vice supports policies which push 
for higher timber harvests that sub- 
sidize the timber corporations, 
while at the same time damaging 
the environment and the timber 
producing capability of the land. 

However, current economic fac- 
tors and legal precedents are press- 
ing for responsible forest practices. 

Caught in a big lie - that the 
USFS can still grow trees for profit 
using environmentally sound prac- 
tices, that their methods of 
harvesting and reforestation are 
economically efficient and compa- 
tible with sustained yield - Crowell 
and others simply respond by mak- 
ing the Big Lie bigger, by going 
further and further out on the limb. 

In the past, they were at least 
able to make money, but things have 
changed. Market prices have" low- 
ered, while harvesting costs in- 
crease as more expensive roads 
climb into more inaccessible coun- 


try, reaching out for the last stands 
of Wilderness old growth in harsh 
terrain and steep slopes that are 
often impossible or too ^>stlv to 
successfully reforest. 

Like any entrenched bureaucracy 
infected with top-level corruption 
at the end of an expansive growth 
cycle, the Forest Service chooses to 
ignore the changes, and bases its 
Big Lie on intensive management 
practices that are alleged to make 
possible doubling and tripling cur- 
rent harvest levels. 

A closer look at these practices 
shows how the lie gets bigger. Cur- 
rent forest harvest levels are deter- 
mined by the Allowable Cut Effect 
(ACE) established by NFMA in 
1976. The more growth that can be 
projected, the more trees that can 
be harvested and still maintain a 
sustained yield. 

Using ACE, Forest Service timber 
managers figure in the effects of ( 1 ) 
genetically improved seedlings. (2) 
herbicide “release” of trees allegedly 
suppressed by “competing” brush, 
(3) the use of nitrogen fertilizers, 
and (4) thinning techniques, in 
order to project growth rates that 
justify larger and larger harvests. 

However, there are at least two 
flaws in this scheme. First, “re- 
lease,” whether herbicide or man- 
ual, is not specifically cited in the 
ACE law as a management practice. 
Therefore its use by the USFS in 
projected yield tables is illegal. The 
way things are going, this will 
probably be challenged in the 
courts. This is a major factor in 
their equations that they stand to 
lose. They already will have to ad- 


just their yield tables because of 
the recent herbicide ban. 

Second, under the ACE law all 
intensive management practices are 
due for final evaluation in 1986. 
when ineffective ones must be 
dropped from use in the harvest- 
level equations. Of course there is 
hardly any research on these prac- 
tices, nor does there seem to be any 
interest in having such research 
done. Reagan's proposed budget for 
the USFS cuts research money back 
23.5% and eliminates 420 out of 
2600 research positions in an al- 
ready insufficient program. Given 
the growing public scrutiny of For- 
est Service assertions, it seems like- 
ly that ACE-sanctioned intensive 
management practices will not sur- 
vive the evaluation in 1986. and 
Crowell probably realizes this. 

So, make the Big Lie bigger, an- 
nounce that nondeciining even- 
flow is no longer Forest Service 
practice, that departures are con- 
sistent with policy, and project huge 
increases in timber harvests to daz- 
zle the hopefully gullible public - 
what else can a bureaucrat do? 

Bobcat (W. Robert Brothers, BA 
Harvard '66, PhD Berkeley 72) has 
lived in the backcoruntry for the 
last 10 years as a tree planter and 
organic farmer u-here he has had 
considerable opportunity to study 
the IS Forest Service. I?i the Sept, 
issue of EF!, he will look for solu- 
tions to the problem of the Forest 
Service. Bobcat may be reached at 
14894 Galice Road, Merlin, OR 
97532. 
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SACRED COWS AT THE PUBLIC TROUGH 


by Denzel and Nancy 
Ferguson 

When a resource is owned by 
everyone, it is owned by no one. 
And when a resource owned by 
everyone is exploited, individuals 
or commodity interests may reap 
substantial wealth, while the loss is 
apportioned among the exploited 
owners. As absentee landlords, the 
public entrusts the management of 
its resources to administrative bur- 
eaucracies. but this arrangement is 
critically flawed. Bureaucrats are 
rewarded and promoted whether 
they manage well or poorly, when 
they make decisions that favor 
themselves and their bureaucra- 
cies. when their fortunes are linked 
directly to those of the exploiters of 
the resources being administered, 
and when they exercise authority, 
without being accountable to mar- 
ket forces, such as profits, losses, 
and demands. 

Public resources are seldom man- 
aged in the public's interests, and 
the dismal results are nowhere 
more evident than in the use of 
public lands by private stockmen. 
Furthermore, rangeland abuses are 
intensified by open-range practices 
inherited form the Spanish, who 
had already devastated their own 
fi 'rests and rangelands before com- 
ing to the New World. Today, in the 
West, cattle roam essentially at will, 
husbandry is minimal, range stew- 
ardship is an abomination, and 
most bureaucrats don't really give 
a damn. 

In the 1 1 western states (exluding 
Alaska), about 48 percent of the 
land is publicly owned, including 
174 million acres administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management 
( BLM) and 186 million by the L'.S. 
Forest Service. Most western stock- 
men. but only five percent of the 
nation's ranchers, hold grazing per- 
mits on these lands, and many graze 
both BLM and Forest Serivce lands. 
Among the 36.000 permit holders 
are some small operators, but cor- 
porate ranchers and large operators 
predominate. For example. 63 per- 
cent of all sheep grazed on public 


forage, which cost #10 or more on 
private land. Using the BLM's graz- 
ing receipts for 1081. the Oregon 
Natural Resources council calcu- 
lated that taxpayers paid a subsidy 
of nearly #14 that year for each 
animal grazed on BLM land in Ore- 
gon and Washington. Besides deny- 
ing the public a fair return, cheap 
forage encourages overgrazing, 
invites grazing on unproductive, 
fragile lands that should be spared, 
and keeps unworthy land stewards 
afloat. 

Stockmen using public lands 
claim to be producing red meat for 
a hungry world, but. of course, no 
nation of hungry people can afford 
to import American beef. Instead, 
the United States buys and imports 
40 percent of all the beef sold on 
world markets, and a substantial 
amount is purchased from nations 
whose citizens suffer inadequate 
diets. Public lands account forabout 
three percent of the nation's beef 
supply — only two pounds of the 77 
pounds per person consumed in 
1982. Dave Foreman of Earth First! 
said it best. "We could produce more 
beef on road rights-of-way in the 
eastern states than is being pro- 
duced on all the public rangelands 
in the West. " 

Nevada, home of the Sagebrush 
Rebellion and cavorting cattlemen, 
illustrates the puniness of western 
beef production. The 87 percent of 
Nevada in public ownership pro- 
duces only 49 percent of the state's 
forage, and on 49 million acres of 
BLM land, an average of 27 acres is 
needed to feed a cow for a month. 
In contrast, an Alabama cow can 
feed . for an entire year on just 3.5 
acres, and Florida produces as 
much beef as Nevada, Utah, Ari- 
zona. and Washington combined! 
Nevada, with only 0.3 percent of 
the nation's cattle and a ranching 
population that is outnumbered by 
employees of Reno's MGM Grand, 
ranks 37th among the states of beef 
production — on a par with Vermont. 

The point is. the West's beef pro- 
duction on public lands is piddling 
- we import 3.5 times more. But for 


screw up 860 million acres of public 
land for the benefit of a few thous- 
and private stockmen, when 100 
million Americans depend on those 
same' lands for wildlife-oriented 
recreation? The $40 billion spent 
annually on outdoor recreation 
approaches $46.7 billion, which is 
the value for all of the cows in the 
nation. Vet. in the Northwest Region 
of the Forest Service. 938 grazing 
permitees denigrate 32,851,400 
visitor days per year by the public. 
And the BLM alots only one percent 
of its budget to wildlife and employs 
one full-time wildlife biologist for 
each 3.36 million acres, an area the 
size of Connecticut. How much are 
we willing to pay for two pounds of 
hamburger? 

According to the United Nations, 
man-made deserts have invaded an 
area larger than Brazil, deserti- 
fication is affecting an area the size 
of North and South America com- 
bined, and 51.9 million acres are 
lost to man-made desert each year. 
Livestock grazing is the major cause 
of desertification. In the United 
States, mainly in the arid West, 
desertification is rampant and has 
claimed 225 million acres (an area 
equivalent to the 13 original states) 
and threatens an equal acreage. 
Today, parts of New Mexico are in 
worse shape than the Sahel. 

Only the plow surpasses livestock 
grazing as a cause of soil erosion. If 
soil is valued at only $0.25 per ton, 
then the 2.8 tons lost per acre each 
year in the West exceeds the per 
acre income from grazing fees on 
public lands by 3.7 times. Reservoirs 
and dams capturing runoff from 
overgrazed public lands are filling 
with sediment at an alarming rate. 

In the 11 western states, cattle 
alone consume more forage than 
did all the pristine populations of 
native big game animals. Today, 
public forage is allocated to cattle, 
the land is stripped during the grow- 
ing season, cattle are moved to the 
home ranch to be fed winter rations, 
and game animals are left to winter 
or perish on the meager remnants. 
Of the estimated populations of big 


cent of the elk, and 72 percent of 
the deer, and no significant im- 
provements can be expected with- 
out a major reallocation of habitat 
and forage on public lands. 

Apologists for the livestock indus- 
try claim that grazing of domestic 
livestock is a useful tool in wildlife 
management, and in 1980, 75 per- 
cent of all grasslands on national 
wildlife refuges was being grazed 
primarily by cattle. Rut the absur- 
dity of this claim is clearly seen at 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
in southeastern Oregon. 

From its inception in 1908 until 
1940, cattle grazing at Malheur was 
kept below 40,000 AUM’s (AUM 
equals the forage consumed by a 
cow inamonth). Then in the 1 940’s 
grazing pressures soared and had 
more than tripled to 127,000 AUM’s 
in 1972. 

As grazing mounted, wildlife pop- 
ulations plummeted. Duck-nesting 
success dropped from 65 percent in 
1940 to 24.7 percent in 1967. Mal- 
lard production, which peaked in 
1944 at 50,000 ducklings per year, 
dwindled to only 2,000 in 1973. And 
total waterfowl production plunged 
from 15 1,000 ducklings and goslings 
in 1948 to a pitiful 13,300 in 1973. 
Malheur’s population of 235 pairs 
of Sandhill cranes reared 68 young 
to flight stage in 1970, but only two 
in 1973, two in 1974, and 17 in 1975 
- not enough to replenish adults 
lost to natural and accidental 
causes. By 1982, the refuge’s crane 
population had dropped to 214 
pairs. 

The tragedy at Malheur was pri- 
marily caused by cattle eating and 
trampling residual vegetation, 
plants left standing from the pre- 
ceding growing season - plants 
required as nesting cover for early 
nesters. The devastation at Malheur 
in the mid-1970’s prompted Earl 
Sandvig, a retired forester and range 
manager, to remark, “Malheur is no 
longer a waterfowl refuge, it is a 
badly over-used cow pasture.” And 
the reputation of grazing as a wild- 
life management tool was dealt a 
severe blow in 1978 when a com- 


single strand from Denver to New 
York City. Wildlife losses through 
fence entanglement or collisions are 
unacceptably high. Other national 
wildlife refuges, including Sheldon. 
Charles M. Russell, Kola, and Hart 
Mountain (to mention a few), suffer 
severe damage from overgrazing by 
domestic livestock. 

Acquiescing to demands of stock- 
men, in one 34-year period, Ameri- 
can taxpayers paid federal predator 
exterminators to kill 2.8 million 
coyotes, 477,000 bobcats and lynx, 

51.000 wolves, 24,000 bears, and 

7.000 mountain lions. These are 
verified body counts and do not 
include the myriad animals killed 
in wholesale poisoning campaigns 
with 1080, strychnine, and other 
toxins. Shamefully, at the end of 
the 34 years, several of the species 
had to be put on the list of rare and 
endangered animals. Also, how 
many taxpayers have ever seen a 
wolf or mountain lion in the wild? 
Many other atrocities are commit- 
ted in the name of the sacred cow, 
including massive projects to kill 
grasshoppers, rodent poisoning 
programs, rabbit exterminating 
campaigns, slaughter of feral 
horses, destruction of pinyon pine 
and juniper stands, and similar 
forms of ecological mayhem. 

Throughout the West, native 
vegetation has been overgrazed, 
and major species, such as the orig- 
inal bunchgrasses, have largely 
been eaten and trampled out of 
existence. Today, alien invaders, 
including cheatgrass, Russian this- 
tle, various mustards, halogeton, 
and a host of others, dominate thou- 
sands of square miles of public land. 
In some of these livestock-created 
slums, such as the Central Valley of 
California, the change has been so 
complete that it is impossible to 
determine what plants were orig- 
inally present. Elsewhere, over- 
grazing has permitted sagebrush, 
creosote, mesquite, and other 
shrubs to occupy sites formerly 
supporting grasses and forbs. Faced 
with vast acreages dominated by 
unpalatable shrubs, the BLM has 


lands belong to only six percent of 
the sheep owners, and 90 percent 
of all American cattlemen owning 

1.000 or more cows graze on public- 
lands - the result being that 40 
percent of all public grazing is con- 
trolled by only three percent of the 
stockmen. Domination by the rich 
and powerful was not the original 
intention of the current system. 

In 1 984. ranchers will pay $1.37 a 
month to graze a cow and her calf 
on public land — 58 percent less 
than they paid in 1980 and only a 
fraction of the true value of the 


a minuscule contribution to the 
national food supply, the public- 
costs in dollars, environmental 
degradation, and lost options are 
staggering. 

In 1983, the L’.S. Treasury col- 
lected about $9.4 million from BLM 
and Forest Service grazing pro- 
grams, while Americans were 
spending 55 times that amount 
($517 million) on birdseed. That 
year, the BLM got 11.1 cents in 
return for every- dollar spent on 
grazing programs, and the Forest 
Service recovered 38 cents for each 
dollar spent. Does it make sense to 


game originally present in the 11 
western states, survivors include 
0.0001 percent of the bison, 2-3 
percent of the pronghorns, one per- 
cent of the bighorn sheep, 25 per- 


mittee for the Wilson Ornithological 
Society noted that of 56 scientific 
papers dealing with effects of graz- 
ing on waterfowl, all but one repor- 
ted decreased production or other 
detrimental effects. 

Even today, Malheur Refuge is 
cluttered with 650 miles of barbed- 
wire fences, and just the 450 miles 
of internal fences would form a 





launched a feverish campaign to 
convert such lands into crested 
wheatgrass seedings. The shrubs 
are killed with an herbicide, the 
site is seeded with the grass native 
to Turkestan, and the cows and cow- 
boys love it. But the process costs 
the taxpayers about $40 an acre, 
and the end result is a biological 
desert, shunned by nearly every 
form of life except horned larks. In 
the Vale BLM district in Oregon, as 
much as $20 million was spent on 
crested wheatgrass seedings and 
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Malheur National Wildlife Refuge — an example of using cattle grazing as a wildlife management tool. 



associated ranching paraphernalia 
in an 1 1 -year period. Ranchers pay 
the customary $1.37 per AUM to 
graze seedings, and the public fails 
to recover the original investment 
not to mention a fair rate of interest 
on the principal. 

Water is the Achilles’ heel of the 
West, and it is in the watersheds 
and riparian zones where cattle 
have romped and created their most 
disastrous impacts. Thousands of 
formerly perennial streams no 
longer flow during the dry season. 
In Oregon when a segment of dry 
steambed was fenced on each side 
to exclude cows, water miraculous- 
ly began flowing again within three 
years, and the entire riparian zone 
returned, lush and productive. Des- 
pite such lessons and the resulting 
hardships upon all others depen- 
dent upon water supplies, cattle 
continue to destroy western 
streams, which become wider, shal- 
lower, warmer, poorly oxygenated, 
populated with rough fish, and 
eventually, in too many cases, dry 
except during periods of intense 
runoff. BLM land, Forest Service 
land, or refuge land, it doesn’t mat- 
ter — throughout the arid West the 
story is the same. 

Government agencies charged 
with administering public lands, 
while clearly violating the public 
trust, are skirting the law and dis- 
regarding the wishes of Congress. 
For example, the law specifies that 
wildlife conservation must be given 
highest priority on national wildlife 
refuges, and any other uses, 
whether recreational or commer- 
cial, are prohibited unless such uses 
are clearly compatible with the 
purposes for which the refuges were 
established. Obviously, the grazing 
fiasco at Malheur Refuge was in 
direct defiance of legal guidelines. 

The BLM and Forest Service seem 
to define range management as “red 
meat production” and multiple use 
as ‘ sharing a campground with a 
cow,” but in so doing, violate explicit 
mandates of Congress. In passing 
the Public Rangelands Improve- 
ment Act and other legislation 
demanding that the principles of 
multiple use and sustained yield 


apply to public- lands, Congress 
clearly intended that all renewable 
resources, amenities, uses, and 
values on public lands be given 
equal status. But given the tradi- 
tional bias of administrative agen- 
cies toward cows and cowboys, a 
great deal of litigation may be re- 
quired to bring management into 
conformance with congressional 
wishes. 

Currently, bureaucrats are en- 
thralled with various grazing sys- 
tems, such as rest-rotation. Seeking 
a potential panacea to accumulated 
grazing woes, the bureaucrats are 
feverishly building barbed-wire 
fences and converting the public 
lands into ever smaller pastures and 
paddocks, imprisoning wildlife be- 
hind a maze of fences, sacrificing 
other options for using the land, 
and splurging huge sums of public 
dollars on an untested gamble. Even 
the most ardent supporters of graz- 
ing systems admit that such systems 
benefit only range plants and offer 
no relief for abused riparian zones. 

Meanwhile, other solutions are 
being proposed to cure rangeland 
ills. Some people are suggesting that 
ranchers be given longer tenure and 
a more secure place on public lands, 
the theory being that long-term 
security will foster personal pride, 
stewardship, and other benefits 
relating to private ownership. But 
the condition of private lands in the 
West and disenfranchisement of the 
general public argue against such 
naive idealism. Furthermore, the 
condition of public lands today 
attest to a tenure of ranchers that 
has been too secure for far too long. 

Others urge that public forage be 
sold on the basis of competitive bid, 
which offers many advantages, in- 
cluding a fair return to the public 
for sale of forage, a reduction of 
overgrazing currently encouraged 
by too cheap forage, and retirement 
of marginal lands that could not be 
economically grazed if a fair price 
were charged for the available for- 
age. But the big hurdle is selling 
competitive binding to stockmen, 
who have grown accustomed to 
public subsidies and welfare ranch- 
ing. Furthermore, competitive bid- 
ding would do away with the prac- 


tice of selling public grazing permits 
with base properties — currently a 
lucrative boondoggle. 

Today, acid rain threatens to 
devastate major forests and wild 
lands throughout much of the 
northern hemisphere, tropical for- 
ests are being destroyed at a reck- 
less rate, and desertification is 
gobbling up vast acreages on several 
continents. Public lands in the Uni- 
ted States are mounting in value as 
other nations fail to protect and 
retain similar lands. Because we 
are wealthy, we can afford the lux- 
ury (necessity?) of protecting our 
public lands. The value of nearly 
every use and resource on the pub- 
lic lands exceeds the pittance 
derived from current grazing fees. 
Furthermore, Americans are 
plagued with cholesterol-clogged 
blood vessels and the by-pass opera- 
tion has become the most common 
form of surgery. Obviously, we don’t 
need the measly three percent of 
beef produced on public lands. We 
wouldn’t even miss it. 

Any examination of the cost- 
benefits of grazing domestic live- 
stock on public lands can only 
reveal the stupidity of it all. The 
obvious solution to rangeland 
problems is to cease grazing do- 
mestic livestock on public lands, 
rebuild our native populations of 
large herbivores and predators, and 
for the first time enjoy the benefits 
of healthy watersheds, productive 
riparian zones, improving rangeland 
vegetation, and all the rest. Anyone 
who truly believes in the phrase 
“Earth First!” could not possibly 
argue otherwise. 


Denzel and Nancy Ferguson are 
theformer managers of tlw Malheu r 
Field Station at Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge in southeastern 
Oregon. Denzel has a Ph.D. in zo- 
ology and Nancy is a freelance 
u rriter and photographer. Th is arti- 
cle is a summary of their powerful 
and revealing hook Sacred Cows at 
the Public Trough available for 
$8. 95 from Maverick Publications, 
Drawer 5007, Bend, OR 97708. 
Every grazing activist should ha w 
a copy. 


by The Head of Joaquin 

It is me again, amigos. I have been 
on a lonely but ultimately revealing 
vigil these last several months 
which explains my absence from 
this pitiful excuse for a literary 
journal. You see, in 1964 my cousin. 
Lonnie Zamora, saw a UFO fly over 
the highway near Socorro, New 
Mexico. Lonnie (who was a deputy 
sheriff) decided to investigate. As 
he approached the craft, two little 
sawed-off critters jumped inside the 
thing and roared off. 

Lonnie thoroughly wet his pants 
and has not been the same since. 
But under hypnosis he recalled a 
symbol on the side of the spaceship. 
It looked like this: 




I know what you're saying, you 
dim-witted bimbos, "So what?" 
Right? What does this have to do 
with saving the environment (or as 
you wimpy things out there would 
say, “our Earth Mother" — Christ)? 
Well, as the situation keeps getting 
worse, and Reagan's re-election 
prospects grow, and I hear the latest 
nightmares from Escalante, Davis 
Canyon and Blanding. I keep think- 
ing, “I’ve got to get out of here." 

That dream-wrecker John Seed 
has destroyed any illusions I might 
have had about Australia, and I 
thought, what’s left? 

The symbol; of course! I found a 
high promontory near Rainbow 
Ridge, and with the help of my 
friend Brace Beamer (your announ- 
cer Fred Fov ) we reconstructed the 
symbol with giant river stones. It 
measured 300 meters at its widest 
point. It was magnificent. My friends 
departed and I waited. 

And I waited. And waited. Finally, 
on the 13th evening, a brilliant light 
appeared to the north. It grew larger 
and larger. It flooded the promon- 
tory, the symbol and me in its lumin- 
escence. It was The Ship. It hovered 
momentarily, then settled lightly on 
the ground, carefully avoiding the 
scattered sagebrush and cactus. A 
side panel began to open and what I 
saw next I will never forget. 

It was Chim Blea and Nagasaki 
Johnson. I couldn't believe it. 

“You ... you’re ... Aliens," I stam- 
mered. 

"That is correct,” Chim Blea said 
in a flat, mechanical monotone 
voice. She had a beard and a bible 
under her arm. I found that very 
strange. 

What happened next, I do not 
recall. When 1 was awakened, I was 
perched in my usual place at the 
Westerner Grill, and I was soaked 
from head to ... uh ... neck. Whether 
it means that extraterrestrials have 
infiltrated our movement, I do not 
know. But at least I have told you. 


And now, back to reality, which is 
a painful step to take. A major crisis 
is developing down here in south- 
ern Utah. I have mentioned in this 
column before that certain greed- 
heads and politicians want to re- 
align. improve and pave the Burr 
Trail, a magnificent, unobtrusive 
flirt road that winds its way from 
Boulder. Utah, to Bullfrog Marina 
fin the shores of the Foulest of 
Lakes. It is not a jeep road. Anyone, 
with any kind of car. can explore its 
entire length if they are w illing to 
endure a few bumps and eat a little 
dust. But. of course, because mist 
humans do not want to be incon- 
venienced ami annoyed by such 
unpleasantries. the road is fairly 
quiet. 

The project was shot down last 
year, thanks to the many letters 
sent to Rep. Sydney Yates of the 
House Appropriations Committee. 
As chairman, he stopped the bill. 
But now the proposal has a new 
head of steam, backed by the entire 
L'tah Congressional delegation and 
worst of all supported by Governor 
Scott Matheson — a Democrat, who 
may be able to put leverage on his 
fellow Democrat Yates to reverse 
himself. 

My friends. This cannot happen. 
This is terrible. It is the last blank 
spot on the map of southern Utah. 
It is the only place left that allows 
you to escape 1 984 and go back in 
time as far as you wish. There are 
no gas stations, no "designated 
viewpoints." no highway signs. For 
god's sake, can't the bastards leave 
anything alone? It won’t be long 
until we'll have nothing but mem- 
ories to comfort us. and bitter- 
sweet memories they will be. 

You can write to Rep. Yates 
(House of Representatives. Wash- 
ington. DC 20515). and Governor 
Matheson and those bullet headed 
morons that pass as our Utah Con- 
gressmen. For what good it will do 
You may be called upon to do more. 


One of the persons whom I count 
on to do more is that maniac named 
Robert Weed, one of the leaders of 
the Southern Utah Wilderness Alli- 
ance (Sl'WA). He has been men- 
tioned here before. Working out of 
Escalante. Utah, perhaps the most 
vicious, intolerant community I 
have ever visited, Robert has felt 
the results of taking an unpopular 
stand. Besides actively opposing the 
Burr TYail project, he and his asso- 
ciate, Clive Kincaid, shut down the 
local sawmill when they obtained a 
court injunction to halt the dear- 
cutting of the last virgin stand of 
timber on Boulder Mountain. 

As a result. Weed and Kincaid 
were hung in effigy by Escalante 
locals. In addition. Weed's house 
was vandalized, his well salted, and 
his driveway spiked. 

Just think, for 40 years we have 
always thought the Nazi war crim- 
inals escaped to South America. 
Now it turns out they’re residing 
right in our backyard. In Escalante, 
Utah. 


Sieg heil, you bastards. 
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MAKING THE MOST OF PROFESSIONALISM 

by Dave Foreman vironmental movement has been ways met in a rustic setting next to it begins to compete with allied standing individuals working for 

slowly co-opted by the concept of a wilderness and made a trip into groups for recognition, money and both national and state conserva- 
One of the distinguishing char- professionalism to the detriment of the big outside afterward. Not today. status. Instead of trying to win a tion groups who are worthy heirs 

acteristies of the environmental the vision, activism, ethics and Some professional conservationists battle, the group merely wants to to the tradition of Marshall and 

movement in 1984 is the increasing effectiveness of the cause. I see today once were frequenters of the get credit for it. Wilderness Society Brower but they are caught in a 

number of full-time, paid staff numerous examples of this: rocky trail but have drifted away and Sierra Club staff receive specific “professional” tide within the sea 

mom iters of conservation groups. • Many of the people who work from the call of the hills to that of directions to beat each other in the of conservation. 

Professional staff has contributed for environmental groups today are Capitol Hill. Others are merely media race, to get more quotes than Professional conservationists are 

greatly to the successes ofthe cause not conservationists but rather poli- YUPS who could just as easily be their counterpart intheothergroup. here to stay. Indeed, arguments can 

and they are a vital force in the tieal operatives or technicians. As working for any liberal, progressive In one case, a highly-qualified in- be well made for the need for more 

battles ahead. Nonetheless, a num- in any other business, government political outfit. There are top staff dividual was rejected for a regional paid staff. Nonetheless, we must be 

ber of problems can be attributed or citizen organization, the techni- people who are highly knowledge- rep position with one group because willing to carefully study the in- 
to this increasing professionalism cians. accountants, lawyers, public able about the lore of conservation, of his friendship and excellent herent problems of professionalism 

- chief among them being the con- relations experts and political pros but they are armchair conserva- working relationship with the and devise built-in safeguards 

centration of strategic and tactical have taken over front the idealists. tionists, preferring to encounter the regional rep ofthe competing group. against them. 1 do not want to rid 

decision-making in a small elite, and Where are the great conservation- griz in glossy photographs on their Honchos of one group have ex- the movement of paid staff, I want 

an emphasis on pragmatic politics ists today leading the movement? coffee tables. A handful of staffers pressed concern over the growing to see paid staff function as effec 

instead of ethical fundamentals. Where is a Muir. Leopold. Marshall. are exceptions, of course, but too Audubon Society presence in Wash- tively as possible. Some easy steps 

While the number of professional Murie. Carson or Zahniser at the few would agree with Leopold that, ington, DC. Instead of welcoming that can be implemented almost 

staff in the environmental move- helm? What hav e we done with "There are some who can live with- the numerous Audubon lobbyists immediately, with little cost, and 

mem is unique to this day. the their living heirs? David Brower? out wild things, and some who can- as needed reinforcements in the with, I think, great effectiveness 

problems are not. Celia Hunter? Clif Merritt? not- These ... are the delights and fray, there is worry about the diffi- against the pitfalls of professional- 

As Stephen Fox points out in his . Ten years ago. the route to ajob dilemmas of one who cannot.” culty of competing for the column ism are outlined below: 

■Jiiliit M.iir aii'l His Legacy: The with an environmental group was • Staff members of conservation inches against the richer organi- 1 . All employees of conservation 

American Conservation Movement. by proving oneself first as a volun- groups today often are career- zation. groups (including administrative 

the history of the modern con- teer activist. Academic training and oriented, not conservation-orien- • Once the national boards of and clerical) should be required to 

servation movement ( from the late professional experience were worth- ted. Too many see their job with a environmental groups were made take two weeks of paid vacation a 

ISMO's on Kan be told as the strug- while but were not the critical con- conservation group as being a step- up of the leading conservationists year in the wilderness. There 

git* between bureaucratic profes- siderations. The key was to be a ping stone to one with a prominent in the country. Today, candidates should be no exceptions (including 

sionals and "radical amateurs" hardworking and effective conser- politician or to a high position in for the Sierra Club Board of Direc- for Executive Directors). These 

(enthusiastic volunteers who saw a vationist. Today, that is reversed. It the administration. Too many take tors speak of their commitment to should be real wilderness trips in- 
problem and worked on it without is the relevant degree that is impor- care not to ruffle feathers in order smooth business operations. Their eluding at least one of a week in 

pay). tant. Political operatives, not con- to preserve their opportunity to be election statements downplay any duration. It would be very simple, 

It was Gifford Pinchot (the first servationists, are sought for jobs considered later for director of the green fire burning in their eyes. The for example, to allow Sierra Club 

director of L'nited States Forest with environmental groups. It is National Park Service or Assistant Council of The Wilderness Society staff to go on national SC outings 

Service) who encouraged profes- more important, it seems, to under- Secretary of Agriculture. High salar- seems largely composed of people for free. 

sionalism and who took the en- stand the technical process of gov- ies are commonplace. The heads of with connections to money. The argument will beimmediate- 

vironmental movement away from emment rather than the heart and some groups pull down $100,000 a • Professional conservationists ly raised that conservation staffers 

radical amateur John Muir early in soul of the land. year. It is argued that to effectively are generally unfamiliar with the are overworked and do not have 

this century. But even Pinchot . Conservation groups look for compete in the high-priced job mar- great intellectual discussions going time for wilderness vacations. This 

would be shocked to see how his potential employees who will fit ketofDC lobbying that high salaries on in the movement. How many is hypocrisy. One ofthe major argu- 

idea of professionalism has grown. smoothly into the cubbyholes of must be offered. understand, or have even heard ments given for wilderness areas in 

In the Forest Service, the leathery- their particular organization. The • Many people working for en- about, Deep Ecology? How many the modem era is as refuges for 

faced ranger on horseback has been businessman who replaced Celia vironmental groups today have a read the seminal books or articles re-creation, for escape from the 
replaced by the computer techni- Hunter at the Wilderness Society higher loyalty to the political of the conservation cause? I fear stress of unnatural urban civiliza- 

cian in an air-conditioned, window- replaced virtually the entire expert- process than to conservation. They there is a near-total gulf between tion. If wilderness lobbyists say they 

less office. The symbol ofthe Forest enced and effective grassroots staff work for conservation groups not the political technicians and the don’t need “the tonic of the wilder- 

Service is no longer overalled of that organization with “profes- because of an overwhelming love thinkers, philosophers and vision- ness," then they they do not believe 

Smokey the Bear, but the Orwellian sionals.” Recently, the most effec- of wild nature but because they aries. in the cause they are promoting. On 

FORPLAN computer. In the citizen tive, experienced and knowledge- passionately enjoy the glamor, ex- * Finally, there is a growing a personal note, I’ve found that I can 

groups, professional resource man- able conservationist in a certain citement and prestige of the Poto- breach between volunteer grass- accomplish more work in less time 

agers promoted by the gun manu- western state was passed over for mac. It is a roll-call vote in the House roots activists and the professionals. by frequently visiting wilderness 

facturers took over after World Wai that Sierra Club regional rep posi- that mesmerizes them, not goose A technical elite has formed which areas and recharging my enthus- 

I: passionate outdoorsman Will Dilg tion because he did not “meet the music. There are strong personal elevates itself above the grassroots. iasm. 

w as deposed as head of the largest organizational fit.” The scuttlebutt loyalties to particular political This professional cadre talks to 2. In addition to the above, at 

conservation group of that time, the wa s that when a certain regional figures, loyalties which often over- itself and is both defensive and least one annual staff meeting 

Izaak Walton League: William T. rep left the Sierra Club a few years ride commitment to protection of arrogant in its dealings with the should take place in a rustic setting 

Hornaday w'as forced out of the ago (probably the most distin- wilderness or to enhancement of conservation masses. It actively (not a plush ski lodge) with at least 

Bronx Zoo: and the National Audu- guished, respected - and militant environmental quality. Certain functions tojnhibit dissent or even an overnight wilderness excursion 

bon Society was neutered. One of - individual on the entire staff), his politicians are placed on a pedestal public discussion of strategy and before or after. There should be joint 

the great chapters of conservation, supervisors were relieved because and are not excessively lobbied or priorities. meetings in such surroundings be- 

little-told today, is the valiant he had been able to operate too criticized. * * * tween the issues staffs of the Sierra 

struggle of Rosalie Edge to reform independently. • The viability of the group itself The above examples are admit- Club, Wilderness Society, Friends 

the Audubon Society and return it . Fewer and fewer staff members has become more important than tedly general. There are certainly of the Earth, Audubon Society, De- 

to heartfelt action of conservation groups are out- the conservation mission of the exceptions. While I have concen- fenders of Wildlife and state 

It is possible to combine the best doorsperson. Many seem more group. The primary goal is the or- trated on The Wilderness Society environmental groups, 

ofthe radical amateur and the pro- comfortable on the sidewalks of ganizational maintenance of the and Sierra Club (because I know 3. Sierra Club regional represen- 
ted sional conservationist. From the Washington, DC, or San Francisco group. Even Greenpeace is not im- them best), the phenomenon is tatives should not be hired or super- 

30 s, to the 00’s. Bob Marshall. Aldo than on the high ridges of the Cas- mune. There is grumbling in that movement-wide - even state vised by the national administration 

Leopold, Olaus & Mardie Murie. cades, Sierras, Rockies or Appal- idealistic organization as spon- groups are feeling the pressure to of the Club. Instead, grants should 

How ard Zahniser, Sigurd Olsen, achians; more at home in a fern bar taneity, militancy and flexibility become more professional. The cur- be made by the national club to 

Rachel Carson and David Brower than beside the campfire. This is have been sacrificed by a new strata rent power struggle within Friends each Regional Conservation Corn- 

exemplified this and got the en- true also of the boards of directors. of bureaucrats in order to gain of the Earth has all the hallmarks of mittee to hire and fund a conserva- 

vironmental movement back on Read the dusty pages ofthe old “credibility” in the halls of power. a confrontation between the radical tion staff person(s). These regional 

track. Since the Sierra Club’s firing Living Wilderness. The Wilderness As organizational maintenance be- amateurs and the resource profes- reps and their assistants would be 

of David Brower, however, the en- Society Council of bygone days al- comes the primary goal of a group, sionals. There are a number of out- employees of the RCC and would 





HUNTING WILD LIFE 


report to the RCC, although they 
would obviously work closely with 
the national conservation staff. 

4. The Sierra Club National Board 
of Directors has become largely 
occupied with mundane business 
matters and has too little to do with 
conservation. This has left a 
vacuum, allowing a staff clique to 
monopolize strategy, priorities and 
implementation of conservation 
work. Perhaps the national SC BoD 
could be divided into two commit- 
tees, one to deal with conservation, 
the other with administrative mat- 
ters. But somehow the grassroots 
activists of the Club need a greater 
role in directing action and funda- 
mental strategy. 

5. Although there are some out- 
standing conservationists on The 
Wilderness Society Council (notable 
recent additions are Huey Johnson 
and Ernie Day), the Council is large- 
ly composed of people with money 
or access to money (not necessarily 
incompatible with being an eco- 
freak). While raising money is im- 
portant, the Council needs to spend 
more time on conservation. 

As with the Sierra Club Board of 
Directors, perhaps the TWS Coun- 
cil could be divided into two com- 
mittees, one overseeing conserva- 
tion and the other concentrating 
on raising money and business 
matters. 

6. State wilderness groups in the 
West (Southeast Alaska Conserva- 
tion Council, Washington Wilder- 
ness Coalition, Oregon Natural 
Resources Council, California Wil- 
derness Coalition, Arizona Wilder- 
ness Coalition, Nevada Outdoor 
Recreation Association, Committee 
for Idaho’s High Desert, Montana 
Wilderness Association, Wyoming 
Wilderness Association, Utah Wil- 
derness Association, Colorado Open 
Spaces Council, New Mexico Wil- 
derness Study Committee, for 
example) should form the Western 
Wilderness Coalition and hire a 
lobbyist to represent them in Wash- 
ington, DC, so that they are not 
controlled by, or dependent on, the 
big national groups. The Board of 
Directors of the Western Wilderness 
Coalition could be made up of the 
heads of the individual groups and 
would directly supervise the DC 
lobbyist. Groups east of the Rockies 
should similarly organize. . 

7. The Sierra Club, TWS, FOE, 
Audubon and other groups should 
jointly set up a fund to disburse 
more than $200,000 a year in 
$10,000 grants to individual con- 
servation activists. There should be 
no strings attached to such grants 
and the recipients should be free to 
work on whatever they wish. Since 
they would be experienced, cap- 
able, self-starting activists, there 
should be no need for supervision 
or administrative overhead. 

8. A ceiling should be placed on 
salaries paid by conservation 
groups. No one (including Execu- 
tive Directors) should earn more 
than $30,000 a year and most salar- 
ies should be kept below $20,000. 
This would eliminate most political 
technicians from applying for such 
jobs and would leave them in the 
hands of those who are personally 
committed to the preservation of 
natural diversity. 

9 A primary requisite for employ- 
ment by a conservation group 
should be experience as a volun- 
teer grassroots activist. Full-time 
paid staff positions should be 
earned by an apprenticeship as a 
grassroots conservation activist. 

10. Staff members of conservation 
groups should be required to be 


current on the ongoing philosophi- 
cal discussions within the environ- 
mental movement. They should 
read the important books and arti- 
cles. Conservation groups could buy 
bulk copies of the important works 
wholesale and distribute them to 
staff. Seminal magazine articles 
should be distributed as well. Read- 
ing should be required. 

Again, there will be the objection 
that conservation staffers are over- 
worked and do not have time to 
read. Medical professionals are also 
overworked but they have to find 
time to read professional material 
or they will fall behind in their 
profession. It is just as important 
for a conservation professional to 
be up-to-date. 

11. Lobbyists for conservation 
groups in DC should be required to 
make at least four trips to the field 
annually. They should attend the 
important conferences and meet 
with grassroots leaders and visit 
key areas in the states where na- 
tional issues will emerge. For exam- 
ple, lobbyists working on national 
forest wilderness should set foot in 
a few of the areas in each state. 

The argument has been made 
that someone does not need to 
know a particular area to be able to 
fight effectively for it. My experi- 
ence of eight years with The Wil- 
derness Society clearly demonstra- 
ted to me that if I did not personally 
know an area I would not fight as 
hard for it as for one I knew, that I 
would compromise on the area I 
didn’t know. This is simply human 
nature. A lobbyist may not go the 
extra mile required to save an area 
if he/she has never seen it, if the elk 
and sunsets and bear tracks do not 
exist for him/her, if it is merely a 
disembodied name in a list. 

12. Staff members should be re- 
quired to become personally in- 
volved in local conservation groups 
(i.e., Sierra Club staff in DC should 
be active in the Potomac Chapter) 
and be individually involved on at 
least one local issue. 

13. The Sierra Club/Wildemess 
Society Biennial Wilderness Con- 
ference should be reborn. Contro- 
versial speakers should be invited. 
Serious discussion, strategizing, 
speculating and networking should 
take place between staff, volunteers 
and academics. Dissent should not 
be stifled but rather encouraged. 

14. Grassroots conservationists 
need to develop a greater militancy, 
more aggressiveness to control the 
movement, a willingness to demand 
the replacement of professional staff 
who become aloof, co-opted or eli- 
tist, and to stand up for decentral- 
ized decision-making. 

There are no doubt other mea- 
sures that could be taken to maxi- 
mize the effectiveness of profes- 
sional staff members. Further 
discussion of this issue is welcomed 
in these pages. 

Dave Foreman worked for The 
Wilderness Society for eight years 
as their Southwest Regional Repre- 
sentative and later in Washington, 
DC, as lobbying coordinator. He is 
one of the founders of the Earth 
First! movement and is editor of 
Earth First!. The history and 
sociology (gossip) of the environ- 
mental movement are a particular 
interest of his. 



D.H. Lawrence was an excellent 
writer, but by his own admission an 
inept hunter. He needed several 
shots and a whack with a cedar 
pole to bring down his only kill — an 
overweight porcupine. The experi- 
enced fired his sensibilities, how- 
ever, and resulted in an essay, 
‘‘Reflexions on the Death of a Por- 
cupine,” which conjures the kind of 
relationship between man and the 
environment that a devitalized age 
like ours longs for, even if only 
unconsciously. Relationship - that’s 
the key word. Lawrence found his 
first hunt tinged with a feeling of 
anxiety, not because he feared a 
lumbering porcupine, but because 
he was jarred from his comfortable 
notions about nature, forced into 
an authentic relationship with the 
animal. He experienced it as it was, 
not as an anthropomorphized crea- 
tion of nursery rhymes. The en- 
counter was as it should be: fifty 
percent porcupine, fifty percent 
man. And beneath this he sensed 
the overpowering vitality that dis- 
poses the universe into such un- 
likely forms as porcupines and 
English novelists having a go at 
ranching in New Mexico. 

Lawrence is right: it is disturbing. 
Most hunters do not admit it — and 
perhaps habit has dampened the 
feeling - but the first hunt is in- 
evitably accompanied by a feeling 
of anxiety (the exact word is diffi- 
cult to find). I’ve felt it; experienced 
hunters I’ve talked with have felt it. 
I can’t prove it, but since in most 
cases it isn’t fear of the animal, it 
must be fear shared with the animal, 
along the lines of Lawrence’s cal- 
culation, a passion in the drama of 
life’s beginnings and endings that 
all things play a part in, hunter and 
hunted alike. The hunt confronts a 
man with the limitations of his own 
existence. 

Which is good, by the way, even 
necessary. Technology has left very 
few things that remind us of who 
we are. Its whole impetus is to 
insulate us from the vitality of the 
world and reduce all our relation- 
ships to the imperative of produc- 
tion and consumption. Technologi- 
cal man is so wrapped up in himself 
he can’t conceive of the sun, the 
forest, the deer, beyond the limited 
sphere of his own goals. This is the 


INFRASTRUCTURE 

or, Why Work Your Posterior Off? 

Rick Davis 

The United States, we're told, is 
facing an infrastructure crisis. The 
roads, bridges, schools and all the 
other public facilities that support 
our industrial society are falling 
apart, and not a few concerned 
people are calling for their repair, 
offering all sorts of ideas, like putting 
the legions «f unemployed to work 
on them. 

Now, it is important for us to 
realize that the infrastructure is 
built and maintained at terrific 
expense; anyone who pays taxes is 
well aware of this. Yet, despite all 
the money being spent to maintain 
the system; it is still falling apart. 
And with the government billions 
of dollars in the hole, it is absurd to 
believe that we can spend more 
money to make the necessary re- 
pairs - or that the government will 
get out of debt, for that matter. 

Not only that, although we’ve got 
too many roads, bridges, dams, and 
whatnot already, the machine is 


by Christoph Manes 

great power failure of m<xlem times, 
devitalizing us all. But it is no good 
to deny it: all life feeds on the 
limitations of other living things, 
and is itself outstripped by its own 
limitations. The gentlest vegetarian 
devours whole societies, whole 
worlds of microscopic organisms 
with every cabbage leaf. It seems to 
be that the philosophical point of 
deep ecology is to reestablish a 
relationship with the environment 
that plunges us back into the hidden 
life of our being - which is a rude 
awakening for a culture left high 
and dry by technology’s spiritual 
dikes and dams. 

For all its bizarre theology the 
Middle Ages understood this preda- 
tory aspect of nature, and dealth 
with it. At that time hunting was a 
social event with rituals as elabor- 
ate as a church service or a courtly 
dance (the image of the solitary- 
hunter stalking his prey in the dark 
woods is a product of 19th Century' 
American culture). Dozens of par- 
ticipants, each with his assigned 
duty, were deployed over the land- 
scape like living chess pieces. 
Complicated bugle calls from the 
master huntsman orchestrated 
their movements (these survived 
in the form of hunting songs). The 
dismemberment of the quarry - the 
“breaking,” as it was called — has 
given rise to the most enervating 
passages in Medieval literature be- 
cause of its complex method and 
terminology. What accounts for this 
kind of ceremony is clear. Ritual 
always involves the attempt to con- 
trol. The Medieval consciousness 
acknowledges the powerful human 
need to comprehend the violence 
of nature, the chaos of death, by- 
ordering an activity intimately- 
associated with it — the hunt. 

If there are contradictions in por- 
traying hunting as the existential 
path to deep ecology, I readily admit 
them. But I return to the idea of 
relationship: how you are related to 
the environment will determine the 
ecological merit of your actions. 

A Pleistocene hunter might stam- 
pede a hundred horses over a cliff - 
a waste by our standards. But there 
is no waste in nature, and the Pleis- 
tocene hunter was part of nature. 
That day the vultures simply had 
more to eat. In The Question Con- 


cerning Technology Martin Heideg- 
ger gives the example of an 
employee of the timber industry 
inspecting a stand in the Black 
Forest. He may be engaged in a simi- 
lar occupation as his grandfather: 
he may even be walking on the very 
path his grandfather used. But how 
he’s there differs radically. The 
grandfather walked as a man in 
diverse relationship to the life 
around him; the sylviculturist is 
there at the instigation of the wood- 
products industry, which grinds the 
trees into pulp for magazines and 
newspaper that go on to propagate 
the idea that the forest should be 
managed by sylviculturists. All 
other relations besides consuming 
cellulose are shunted aside. 

And this is the real danger. When 
a Viking gazed at the ocean he saw 
the dwelling place of the Midgard 
Serpent that would rise from it- 
sleep at the twilight of the god- 
and shake the foundations of the 
world. We see a convenient dump 
for sewage and toxic wastes, a place 
to surf on weekends. Precisely this 
debased outlook leads to the kind 
of hunter who, decked out with the 
most advanced equipment and out 
to kill anything, anyway, is simply a 
creature of the recreation industry, 
which in order to sell its wares 
haggles away the wilderness as a 
mere amusement park for human 
enjoyment. It seems obvious to me 
that a hunter who acknowledges a 
diverse relationship with the vi- 
tality of nature will need no instruc- 
tion on the ethics of hunting. He 
will realize that the habitat where 
he hunts is there for its own sake, 
not for his ends. He will respect the 
animal he hunts as an expression of 
the same life force that animates 
him. He will avoid harming endan- 
gered species because you can’t be 
in a relationship with an extinct 
animal. He will follow the impera- 
tive of the wolf and the cougar, not 
the local sporting goods store, and 
hunt out of an instinct in his blood, 
not a whipped up desire to destroy. 

Lawrence was right: our age is 
losing vitality. The men who hunt 
wildlife must learn also to hunt wild 
life, that ecstatic relationship be- 
tween man and nature that brings 
energy and meaning to our hum- 
blest pursuits. 


trying to build still more, destroying 
what's left of our beautiful land. 

But what most people don't realize 
is that infrastructure doesn't stop 
there. Every institution we create, 
every gadget we make — all the 
things that support our lifestyle - 
these all make up our infrastructure. 
And they must all be maintained at 
our expense. 

Appliances must be cleaned and 
repaired. Monoculture lawns must 
be watered, fertilized, weeded and 
mowed. Carpets must be vacuumed 
and shampooed. Fancy clothes 
must be taken to the cleaners. 
The expense of purchasing and 
maintaining houses and cars is 
staggering. And there’s no way get- 
ting around it - this all means work. 

Friends, it’s time we decided how 
much of this work is really worth it. 
Would you rather be doing lawn 
work or hiking in the woods'? Would 
you rather be vacuuming the carpet 
or out among the wildflowers, 
watching the bees make honey for 
you'? Would you rather be working 
at some stultifying factory job (to 
make the money to buy and repair 


the stereo and television) or dang- 
ling your bare feet in the mountain 
stream'? The former choices require 
much labor of us: the latter facilities 
are provided free of charge by 
Mother Nature. 

The budget for fiscal 1985 is $687 
billion, and sixty-three percent of it 
pays for missiles and bombs. Why 
work vour tu-tu off to pav taxes for 
that? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1 . Become idle. Sprinkle some wild- 
flower seeds on the lawn and then 
let Nature take it from there. Clean 
the carpet only when fungus starts 
growing. 

2. Lobby in Congress for at least 
one hundred new national holidays. 
Begin with birthdays of Muir, Leo- 
,pold, Spinoza and other greats, then 
go for all remaining Mondays and 
Fridays. 

3. Help show others the way to 
idleness. Take a nap under a tree 
and let Mother Nature do all the 
work. 
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THE BOOKS OF DEEP ECOLOGY 


by Bill Devall and 
George Sessions 

Ed. note: IVc’ce gften ashed Bill 
Derail and George Sessions for a 
list of the most important books on 
Deep Ecology. Theyi'e recently re- 
plied with this annotated bib- 
liography. It will idso be published 
in their book. Deep Ecology,, tbrt/f- 
coming from Peregrine Smith. Inc., 
in October. Bill Derail isa professor 
at Humboldt State College. Areata. 
California, and a frequent con- 
tributor fi Earth First!. George 
Sessions is a professor at Sierra 
College in Rocklin. California. He 
recently contributed (with Arne 
Xaess tana rticle on the Basic Prin - 
ciples of Deep Ecology to Earth First! 

Morris Berman, 

The Reenchantment of 
The World 

Ithaca: Cornell. 1981. 

A study of the emergence of our 
modern scientific consciousness 
and a challenge to its supremacy. 
Berman traces the rise of science as 
philosophy and political ideology 
In his chapter on Isaac Newton he 
shows Newton to be a transitional 
figure, part in the world of the 
participatory science of the middle 
ages, part mechanist. 

The concluding sections of the 
book are devoted to "tomorrow's 
metaphysics" and the "politics of 
consciousness." Berman sees Greg- 
ory Bateson's epistemology as a 
possible alternative to mechanism. 
The subject object merger, found 
in ecology, has some pitfalls, 
according to Berman, but is the 
most important vision for post- 
modern society. 

Charles Birch and John B. Cobb, 
The Liberation of Life: 

From the Cell to the Community 
Cambridge: Cambridge Univer- 
sity Press, 1983. 

This is a work of extraordinary- 
breadth. The authors are interested 
in nothing less than the liberation 
of life in both theory and practice: 
theory because the authors are 
concerned with invigorating the 
ways in which we think about life 
from the molecular to the cosmic- 
level: and practice because they 
urgently are concerned with the 
liberation of social structure and 
human behavior that would flow 
from and encourage such a changed 
way of thinking. 

They maintain a graded hierarchy 
of value, however, and base their 
position on Alfred North White- 
head's process philosophy. 

Murray Bookchin, 

The Ecology of Freedom: 

The Emergence and 
Dissolution of Hierarchy 
Palo Alto, CA: Cheshire Books, 
1982. 

The most extensive statement by 
this seminal thinker on communal- 
ism and hierarchy. He contrasts the 
outlook of organic society with that 
of mechanical societies. “The great 
project of our time,” he writes, 
“must be to open the other eye; to 
see all-sidely and wholly, to heal 
and transcend the cleavage be- 
tween humanity and nature that 
came with early wisdom.” Book- 
chin’s sytle of writing is sometimes 
turgid, but his analysis of communal 
traditions in the West show some 
cultural roots to which we can turn 
for cultural forms necessary for 
bioregional living. 
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Fritjof Capra, 

The Turning Point: 

Science , Society and 

the Rising Culture 

New York: Simon and Schuster, 

1982. 

Capra is a physicist who chal- 
lenged conventional wisdom in The 
Tbo of Physics by demonstrating 
the striking parallels between 
ancient mystical traditions and the 
discoveries of twentieth century- 
physics. In The Turning Point, he 
shows how the revolution in mod- 
em physics foreshadows an immin- 
ent revolution in all the sciences 
and a transformation of our world- 
view and values. 

Rachel Carson, 

The Sea Around Us 
New York: New American 
Library, 1961 

The oceans are among the most 
human-threatened areas of the 
planet. Rachel Carson's scientific- 
ally accurate and poetic book on 
ocean ecosystems and the human 
connection to them was first pub- 
lished in 1 95 1 , over a decade before 
her more famous book. Silent 
Spring. 

This book shows a woman natur- 
alist’s deep ecology intuition. 

William R. Catton, Jr., 

Overshoot: The Ecological 
Basis of Revolutionary 
Change 

Urbancu University of Illinois 
Press, 1980 

The only book on this list by a 
sociologist. Although not a deep 
ecologist, Catton presents one of 
the clearest expositions in print of 
the meaning of “carrying capacity” 
as applied to human populations. 
Catton recounts the fate of other 
species and population groups in 
circumstances which parallel our 
present crisis. His last chapter, 
“Facing the Future Wisely” presents 
no ecotopian vision but shows some 
policy changes which are necessary 
to deal with catastrophe. 

Michael Cohen, 

The Pathless Way 
Madison: University of Wis- 
consin Press, 1984 

The definitive study of John Muir 
as deep ecologist. Cohen’s chapters 
on Muir’s enlightenment and Muir’s 
“stormy sermons” bring to life the 
founder of the American conserva- 
tion/ecology movement. 

Stanley Diamond, 

In Search of the Primitive: 

A Critique of Civlization 
New Brunswick, NJ: Transac- 
tion Books, 1974 
Diamond demystifies civilization 
and explicates being in primitive 
society thus writing a prolegomena 
for a Marxist ethnology and an 
existential anthropology. The first 
chapter on “Civilization and Pro- 
gress” is a fundamental critique of 
the dominant mode of thinking in 
modem societies. 

David Ehrenfeld, 

The Arrogance of Humanism 
New York: Oxford, 1978 
Humanism is the “religion of 
humanity,” a supreme belief in our 
ability to rearrange the world of 
Nature and engineer our own future 
any way we see fit. Ehrenfeld, an 
ecologist, dissects the false assump- 
tions of humanism and the reality 
of the dangerous actions of the 
technocrats. He calls for a union of 
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emotion and reason and in his 
concluding chapter. "Beyond 
Humanism,” makes tentative sug- 
gestions for “enduring somehow the 
tin a voida ble sadn ess. ” 

Paul and Anne Ehrlich, 
Extinction: The Causes and 
Consequences of the 
Disappearance of Species 
New York: Ballantine, 1981 
Paul Ehrlich is an ecologist and 
co-author of a major textbook on 
Ecoscience. In this book, he des- 
cribes the interplay of plants, ani- 
mals, and lower organisms and 
dramatically illustrates the cata- 
strophic consequences of human- 
ity’s interference in natural proces- 
ses. The social and economic causes 
of the rising species extinction rate 
are addressed and the concluding 
chapters discuss strategies of con- 
servation. 

Stephen Fox, 

John Muir and His Legacy: 

The American Conservation 
Movement 

Boston: Little, Brown, 1981 

The first part of this book is a 
biography of Muir in which Fox 
utilizes previously unavailable 
material to show Muir’s deep ecol- 
ogy insights. Fox then chronicles 
the development of the major con- 
servation groups highlighting the 
careers of the “radical amateurs” 
who repeatedly revitalized the 
movement. His last chapter on 
“Lord Man: The Religion of Con- 
servation,” illustrates the con- 
tinuing tensions between Chris- 
tians and ecologists. 

Elizabeth Dodson Gray, 

Green Paradise Lost 
Wellesley, Mass: Roundtable 
Press, 1982 

Gray is a feminist, Christian the- 
ologian and a person who under- 
stands ecology. She provides an 
excellent explication of the impact 
of patriarchal society and the 
domination of nature. 

She calls for biocentric equality 
and a deep ecology. 

J. Donald Hughes, 

American Indian Ecology 
El Paso: Texas Western Press, 
1983 

Hughes’ essay demonstrates the 
reverence for the land and animals 
of Native Americans and the kind 
of social structure which kept Na- 
tive American societies in harmony 
with the rest of nature. Hughes 
implies that the cosmology of Native 
Americans has no racial or temporal 
bounds but beckons to us today 
and provides us with inspiration 
and ideas for a post-modern cos- 
mology of the “future primal mind." 

Dolores LaChapelle, 

Earth Wisdom 

Silverton, Colorado: Way of the 
Mountain Center (First published 
by Guild of Tbdor Press, 1978) 

LaChapelle is a climber, skier, 
student of Tai Chi, scholar and deep 
ecologist. Earth Wisdom, she says, 
is a beginning step toward restoring 
the lost communication with the 
earth that primal peoples knew for 
a millenia. Part I includes particular 
experiences in the author’s life 
which crystallized her feelings 
toward the earth and led to an 
intuitive understanding of the rela- 
tionship of mountains and mind in 
the beginnings of modern religions. 
Part II investigates the nature and 


boundaries of mind in relation to 
Nature as a whole. Part III delin- 
eates the practical results of healing 
the split between human conscious- 
ness and Nature. Part IV’ provides 
immediate help for those who live 1 
as Nature intended us to live. 

Aldo Leopold, 

Sand County Almanac 
New York: Oxford, 1968 

This classic, first published in 
1949, includes Leopold’s essays on 
his own experiences in wilderness 
and the importance of land health 
and ecological diversity. Essays 
include poetic recounts of his 
experiences in the American south- 
west, Mexico, and the sand counties 
of Wisconsin. In the foreword he 
wrote, “There are some who can 
live without wild things, and some 
who cannot. These essays are the 
delights and dilemmas of one who 
cannot.” 

This book is required reading on 
the development of a biocentric 
“land ethic.” 

George Tyler Miller, 

Living in the Environment 
Third Edition. Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth, 1983 

This is written as a textbook with 
chapters on human population, dy- 
namics, resources, pollution, human 
impact on the earth, major concepts 
of ecology and economics. The con- 
cluding section, on ethics, includes 
a discussion of “earthmanship” and 
deep ecology, but Miller calls for a 
“balanced approach of resource use 
and preservation based on wise 
stewardship.” 

Roderick Nash, 

Wilderness and the 
American Mind 
Third Edition. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1982. 

This is the most thorough review 
of changing perceptions and under- 
standings of ecological diversity and 
wilderness in the context of the 
European invasion of North Amer- 
ica. This edition includes chapters 
on the philosophy of wilderness, 
the irony of victory in official wil- 
derness designation and the inter- 
national perspective. Nash does not 
articulate deep ecology in his chap- 
ter on philosophy, but it is there in 
the chapters on Muir, Thoreau and 
Leopold. 

Theodore Roszak, 

Person/ Planet: The Creative 
Disintegration of 
Industrial Society 
Garden City, New York: Anchor/ 
Doubleday, 1979 
Roszak asserts that “the needs of 
the person are the needs of the 
planet.” He links the realization of 
personhood and saving ecological 
diversity to the liberation from the 
large scale bureaucracies which 
dominate our lives. He offers prac- 
tical advice for home, school, work, 
religion, and farming. He especially 
addresses the responsibility of intel- 
lectuals and the politics of transfor- 
mation of large scale cities into 
economies of permanence. 

Theodore Roszak, 

Where the Wasteland Ends: 
Politics and Transcendence in 
Postindustrial Society 
Garden City, New York: Anchor/ 
Doubleday, 1973 
Probably the most interesting 
book on the “single vision" of 
modern science and the uses and 
abuses of technology. Roszak’s cri- 


tique of the “citadei of expert ise” is 
mandatory reading for those enter- 
ing the professions of engineering, 
etc. He concludes with chapters on 
the “rhapsodic intellect” — reson- 
ance and literalism in modem intel- 
lectual circles — and “the visionary 
commonwealth” - suggestions for 
ecotopia. 


Paul Shepard, 

Nature and Madness 

San Francisco: Sierra Club 

Books, 1982 

Shepard suggests we have over- 
looked something important in our 
analysis of the continuing crisis of 
the environment - the develop- 
ment of the human person. Utilizing 
a diverse body of literature and 
dealing with broad historical time 
frames, Shepard links the process 
of human development as geneti- 
cally programmed with the changes 
in western culture during the last 
ten thousand years. He reads the 
human development literature to 
mean that each human must go 
through a certain sequence of 
phases during the life cycle. Some 
cultures facilitate this process, some 
do not. Contemporary western cul- 
tures leave most people stuck in 
early adolescence all their lives - a 
phase marked by intense emotion, 
“masculine” rather than “feminine” 
orientation and rapid alterations 
between regressive infantile behav- 
ior and bold, aggressive behavior 
that is pseudo-mature. Many en- 
vironmental problems can be solved 
if we let people proceed through 
their natural ontogeny into adult- 
hood and maturity. 


Paul Shepard, 

The Tender Carnivore and 

The Sacred Game 

New York: Scribners, 1973 

Shepard discusses the gatherer/ 
hunter traditions and the “ten 
thousand year environmental cri- 
sis. ” His provocative essay on 
ritual and the “karma of adoles- 
cence” foreshadows his more the- 
oretical treatment in Nature and 
Madness. 

In the concluding section Shep- 
ard proposes a “cynergetic society” 
as his ecotopian vision. 


Gary Snyder, 

Turtle Island 

New York: New Directions, 
1974 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
poetry, Snyder in this collection of 
poems and essays says Turtle Island 
is “the old/new name for the con- 
tinent, based on many creation 
myths of the people who have been 
here for millennia, and reapplied 
by some of them to ‘North America’ 
in recent years.” A tentative cross- 
fertilization of ecological thought 
with Buddhist ideas is suggested. 
The book concludes with Snyder’s 
deep ecological manifesto written 
in 1969, “Four ‘Changes’.” 

Gary Snyder, 

The Old Ways 

San Francisco: City Lights 

Books, 1977 

Dedicated to the memory of Alan 
Watts, this slim volumn contains 
six essays including Snyder’s state- 
ment on bioregional re-inhabitation 
and “the incredible survival of 
coyote.” 




DEAR NED LUDD 


DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 


During the presidential campaign 
of 1972, one of Richard Nixon’s 
henchmen named Donald Segretti 
perfected the art of political dirty 
tricks against a variety of Demo- 
crats, including Ed Muskie and 
Hubert Humphrey. There is no rea- 
son why the ecoguerilla should not 
adopt some of these techniques 
against anti-environmental candi- 
dates for any political office. 

One way to give the candidate a 
bad name is to offer a free campaign 
party in his name. Cut words out of 
magazines or newspapers, fill in the 
small print with a rented or bor- 
rowed IBM typewriter, and layout 
on a sheet of paper: FREE - ALL 
YOU CAN EAT; FREE BEER & 
CHAMPAGNE; PRIZES; MUSIC; 
BRING THE KIDS; etc.; Hosted by 
(the candidate) on (dates/times in 
large lettering), at place (see below) 
Embellish with cut-out graphics of 
the Statue of Liberty, American flag, 
fireworks, or whatever is appro- 
priate for your candidate. Make it 
look official. The location of your 
campaign shindig should be select- 
ed with care. If the candidate has a 
large, busy campaign headquarters, 
make it there during business hours 
to disrupt their operation. If a 
$100-a-plate dinner is planned for 
the candidate, why not add some 
unexpected, non-paying guests? 

Take your lay-out to a copy shop 
and have several hundred or more 
high quality copies printed. This is 
best done at another city in a busy 
shop where they may not even give 
a second look at you or your pro- 
duct. Many copy shops now have 
high quality self-service machines 
where the risk of being noticed will 
be minimal. 


The most time-consuming task of 
the operation will be posting all of 
the flyers on community bulletin 
boards, telephone poles, telephone 
booths, etc. Saturate the area. You 
might hire kids to do it, pay in 
advance, and disappear. If nothing 
else, you will generate some very 
bad publicity for the candidate. 

Another scheme to disrupt the 
campaign of a worthless candidate 
focuses on tying up their telephones 
at critical moments, such as during 
election day get-out-the-vote 
efforts. If you infiltrate the campaign 
as a volunteer, you may learn of 
other important functions during 
which telephone lines should be 
kept busy, such as during major 
telephone fundraising events. 

For this job, print another flyer, 
this time offering something for free 
that is desirable to most people but 
also within the realm of believ- 
ability, for example $5 cash. Offer 
the item absolutely free, “no strings 
attached,” in response to a tele- 
phone call as part of a “nationwide 
marketing test.” Use plenty of 
graphics, $ signs to catch attention, 
and prominently feature the date(s) 
on which calls must be made. Then 
list all of the telephone numbers of 
the campaign. If there are many 
numbers, divide them up according 
to the first letter of the caller’s 
last name, so that all lines will be 
jammed. This should keep those 
telephone-answerers busy! 

With a little creativity, two targets 
can be harassed at no additional 
cost with this technique. Instead of 
offering $5 free cash, offer a free 
dinner for four at your local rain- 
forest destroying fast-food chain 
(use their logo and advertising 
liberally on your flyer). Or state that 
the free item is offered by a local 
business or corporation that is a 
heavy contributor to environmental 
rapist PACs. 


Dear Ned Ludd: 

I agree with the philosophy 
behind the adage: always pull up 
survey stakes. But like any adage, 
blind adherence to it can be coun- 
terproductive. For example: when 
the piss firs sell an area to be 
clearcut they sell a defined acreage 
and someone goes out and ribbons 
the boundary. If the fallers don’t 
find a ribbon line they’re happy to 
keep right on cutting. The more 
they cut the more $ they make. 
Also, clearcuts are npt usually 
resurveyed between logging and 
replanting, so while the loggers get 
extra acres of profit the planters 
must plant them for free. The raper 
profits and the healer loses. 

If you come across ribbons for a 
clearcut, don’t just remove them 
but move them toward the center. 
If you have the time for it, it might 
be more helpful to move road sur- 
vey stakes too, rather than just 
removing them. Send those cat- 
skinners on a few wild goose 
chases, too. 

Be careful not to breathe the 
fumes from heated galvanized. 

Why not wear a hat when releas- 
ing the air from tires by the use of a 
sharp object in the middle of the 
night? 

— d’Enqui o Tea 
The Mountains 


Gary Snyder, 

The Real Work : Interviews 
and Talks: 1964-1979 
New York: New Directions, 
1980 

A collection of talks and inter- 
views dealing with most of the 
major topics of deep ecology in- 
cluding the problem of ego in 
modern societies, bioregionalism, 
right livelihood, communities, the 
influence of Native American reli- 
gion and Buddhism on Snyder’s 
work and his emerging ecological 
consciousness and the ‘real work’ 
of working on our selves. 


Monkeywrench of the Gods - somewhere in Utah 


Donald Worster, 

Nature’s Economy: 

The Roots of Ecology 
San Francisco: Sierra Club 
Books, 1977 

Worster traces the origin of the 
metaphor of ecology as “nature’s 
economy,” discusses the thinkers 
who have shaped ecology as a 
science and how it in turn has 
shaped the modern perception of 
our place in the scheme of things. 
Beginning with the English parson, 
Gilbert White, he includes chapters 
on Darwin, Thoreau, Frederic Cle- 
ments, Aldo Leopold and Eugene 
Odum. Worster concludes with a 
chapter on the relation between 
ecology as science and ecophil- 
osophy. 


' h f tfefcns* 0 
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Green Eagle strikes Glen Canyon Damn. 
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ARMED WITH VISIONS 


all rights reserved to authors 



FOOTPRINTS IN THE SNOW 

You gotta be crazy 

to walk out in that cold, 

a little bit lonesome 

to need that much room to think. 

Most times I just don’t know 

but the air is so sweet 

where the pinyon grows 

and the canyon exposes 

the beauty that lies within. 

De Crow 
DoloiW 


This graphic is 
from an AEC 
pamphlet is- 
sued in 1957. 
The pamphlet 
advised ranch- 
ers not to wor- 
ry if their gei- 
ger counters 
went crazy. 



GHOST DANCE 

(excerpt from Sec. VI.) 

Why have we been so cautious damning the 
metal beast? 

who are we protecting? 
edward teller? 

adolf hitler? 
joseph stalin? 

david rockefeller? 
who in the hell are we protecting? 

standard fucking oil? 

I would give over all the bosses & engines 
of standard oil & and all the other oils 
for one fine long-fingered body of wilderness 
stretching unbroken through every city 
& county of america. . . 


Bill Herron 
San Francisco 


3 SKETCHES OF THE FLOW 


Shovel Hollow Creek 


The breath of March. The crow's scattered 
plumage under overhanging bank. A walking stick 
supports me till it cracks- splashes me through 
pages in the album of your portraits, sun and shadow, 
arms and legs through water- as an owl lifts from 
the skeleton of elm. 

Quig Hollow Brook 



flmM 

im 



u 



The salmon light of April on the weeds. 

A rusting plow. The sharp-shinned hawk's flight stolen 
by the ridge. I squat in pinewoods, sifting owl-scat, 
saving you bones of mouse. At the brook's womb, I 
will scoop the starless mud, fill a soup can for the 
slender sprout, o woman too, who greens within the night. 

Vandermark Creek 


The flash of fingerling on wet fly, moment 
colored by a memory: May's red squirrel sunning in 
a frosted juneberry. The kingfisher's dive, the 
junction with the minnow's course. I listen as the 
bluebird warbles like it did when we were here as one, 
os fiddleheads fern beyond the forest-edge, as in 
letting go, I let the brown trout go. 




im 


Walt Franklin 
Rexville 


im 
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WILD AMERICA® 
IS OUR CAMPUS 

Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. and M.S. degrees 

You can’t fully leam about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 

Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. Q incorporates all previous 
undergraduate coursework, Q of- 
fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework, 
awards financial aid and career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Dept. E ; Sharon • Conn. 06069 
(203) 364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their race, 

|K sex, religion or national origin. 


^SERVATORIES • WILD RIVE^' 


Why do people 
sink whaling ships, 
release dolphins, 
boycott veal..? 

Haven't you ever wondered whether we 
really need to exploit animals and nature 
the way we do? 

A movement is being built to challenge 
these forms of exploifafion and the cultural 
attitudes that go with them. Nature alien- 
ation wounds our society; the healing 
requires political action. 

Read about it in AGENDA, the indepen 
dent, bi-monthly newsmagazine of the 
rapidly growing animal rights/iiberation 
movement. 

AGENDA'S 25 contributing editors keep 
you in touch with the action for improved 
relations with the rest of the planet. 

□ Here's $15. 

Send AGENDA 
for one year. 

□ Here's $2. 

Send a sample 
AGENDA. 


Name 



Address 

City State Zip 

Mail check and coupon to: 

Animal Rights Network 
Box 5234/Westport, CT/06881 


"Those who justify 
their prejudices 
seldom recognize 
they are prejudiced 


Aren’t most Americans prejudiced 
against nature? 

ftttji Diti: A&UNsr Not re A Gi idebook 
for the Liberation of Sues Planft 
by Dr. Michael J. Othen, Director. National 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute. $7.80 
Available at j our library or bookstore ’ 

— CobBleSmith — I 

FREEPORT, MAINE 04032 


Beyond the Wall 

By Edward Abbey 

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim 
Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and James Dickey 
have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all 
agree that Abbey is “the 
Thoreau of the American West.” 

Here is Abbey at his best 
on a lyrical journey through 
miraculous, wild places from 
Alaska to Mexico — well 
beyond the constraining wall 
of contemporary life. 

• First Edition 
Hardcover 

Signed by Edward Abbey 

$25 from EARTH FIRST! 

_ FOB 235, Ely, NV 89301 

LIMITED OFFER All proceeds to Earth First! 


EDWARD 

ABBEY 


x 


i 



NEAR ELLENSBl RG. WASHINGTON 


NETWORKING CONFERENCE ON BARTER FAIR AM) 

SI STAIN ABLE AGRICl LTl RE PRODI CEB'S EXPOSITION 



USGS TOPO 
MAPS 
JUST $2.00 


The US Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 
$2.25 and most private deal- 
ers charge $3.50 or more. 
Earth First! sells them to you 
for only $2.00! To order, sim- 
ply send us a list of the maps 
you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7% 
to 15 minute quads) with a 
check to “Earth First!” at 
$2.00 each. There is a mini- 
mum order of 5 maps or $10. 
Be sure to use the correct 
USGS name and s'- & v your 
maps or there < "elay 

in orderir _ ^ he 

shipped xx*’' V »u by 
USGLAp a receive 

then. ',n\ 1 ~ks from the 
time > V* .. us your order. 
Contac ^ U SGS ( or EF !) for 
state indices. Order maps 
from Earth First!, 230 West 
7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Special USGS maps (National 
Parks, States, 1:250,000 and 
others costing $3.60 from 
USGS) are $3.00 from Earth 
First!. 


ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST! 
Reach thousands of refined minds 
with youc slick Madison Avenue 
message in our high-toned, sophis- 
ticated publication. Rates are as 
foUows: 


Full page $110 

Half Page $70 

Fifth Page $35 

Tenth Page $20 

Column Inch $4 


Colums are two inches wide. Page 
fractions may be done in a variety of 
ways but all ads must be 2, 4, 6, 8 or 
10 inches wide. Ads that do not fit 
these dimensions will be PMTed to 
that width and an additional $5 will 
be charged. All prices are for camera- 
ready copy. Classified ads are avail- 
able for 10« a word ( $2. 50 minimum ). 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
dMfcp THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other river$) | 

thE col°** d0 

_ caVE THt 
_ uFl_P b Write: 

ND n FOR-Colorado Plateau 

Box 338 


Moab, Utah 84532 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development 801-259-7008 


j miH Mii wmu uummuiiiiuwi MHUMi i iumiii iiiuiii 

Forest Planning magazine watch-dogs John Crowell and the Forest 
Service as they attempt to drastically increase timber cutting on the 
national forests. Recent issues of Forest Planning have exposed 
Crowell’s program to exaggerate the costs of wildlife protection, his 
plans to ignore the five-year reforestation standard, and his orders to 
revise plans which didn’t propose as much timber cutting as he'd like. 


Forest Planning is published by CHEC. a non-profit forestry- 
consultant firm which is dedicated to providing environmental 
groups with technical expertise at a reasonable cost. CHEC has 
reviewed one-third of all the forest plans published so far. and has 
found serious problems with all of them. CHEC's review of the 
Santa Fe Forest Plan, for example, led the Forest Service to withdraw 


Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 


IN CASE OF 

NUCLEAR ATTACK 



4. PREPARE TO 
REMAIN WHERE 
YOU ARE FOR 
44 WEEKS 



7. COMFORT THE 
DYING 


<=)<=> 


1. DUCK AND 
COVER 



5. HAVE WATER 
AND FOOD FOR 
DURATION 



CORPSES TO 
UNIT SPREAD 
OF DISEASE 



1. AVERT EYES 
FROM FLASH 



«. ADMINISTER 
FIRST AID; 
AMPUTATE 
AS NECESSARY 



*. REMAIN 
CHEERFUL TO 
THE END 


Self-adhesive 8x10” posters. 
$2 each, or 8 for $12 
from GENIE 
32830 Highway 1 
Gualala, CA 95445 


the Plan for revision. 

Forest Planning is published eleven times a year and costs $15 for 
individuals and non-profit groups. (The Forest Service has to pay 
$20 and timber companies must pay $25.) You can order it by 
writing CHEC. P.O. Box 3479, Eugene, Oregon 97403. 
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THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventing theconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we- 
are launching the GREAT EARTH. 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 

get: 

* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE — Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE - 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 


HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By” space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we’ll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 


v EXTRA COPIES OF 
" EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Con- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can makegood 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Try to get others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico CA 95926 for this. 

We also have back issues of EARTH 
FIRST available. Let us know which issue(s) 
you would like a copyfiesj of. Please send 
SI .postage (first class} for each copy or 
appropriate third class postage for several. 
Back issues should be ordered from POB 
235. Ely. NV 89301. Back issues available 


YULE Dec.21, 1 981: EF! Road Show over- 
view, tree spiking, EF! Preserves. 

BR1GID Feb. 2, 1982: Oil & Gas Leasing in 
Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman’s EF! arti- 
cle reprinted from the Progressive. 

EOSTAR Mar. 20, 1982: Nukedump in Can- 
yonlands, Marriie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 

BELTANE May 1, 1982: Little Granite 
Creek (tiros Ventre) Oil Rig G-O Road. How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EF'er 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on 
Books & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Ser- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness, Nuclear War 
as an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BR1GID Dec. 21, 1982: Battle of. Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia), Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management, 
Earth Bonding (very few copies left). 


EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis 
& Siskiyous, Deciduous Forest Preserve, Ned 
Ludd’s Tool Box: The Cutting Torch, Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary, 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, Canyon Country Issues, What You Can 
Do As An EFler, How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

LITHA June 21, 1983: Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Wilderness Preserve System & Map, 
EF! & Watt At Lake Foul, Franklin River 
Victory (Australia), Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1983: Sinkyone Blockade, 
Forest Wilderness Campaign, Rainforest 
Burgers, Bald Mountain in Retrospect, Earth 
First!: The First Three Years, Review of 
Conservation Biology, Salt Creek as an Epic- 
Poem. 

YULE Dec. 22, 1983: Freddies Attack 
Wilds, Why the Forest Service Sucks, 
Utah Wilderness Proposal, Black Rock 
Desert, Sinkyone, Greenpeace in Siberia 
Coors. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984: Oregon RARE II 
Suit, Idaho Wilderness, Forest Service 
Arrogance Unveiled, Smoke Bombs, 
Stopping Trapping, Coors Invades 
Shenandoah. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1984: Burger King Pro- 
test Set, Shipwrecked Environmentalism, 
Solomon Islands. Bald Mt. Road Crumbles, 
Southern Utah Wilderness. Dave Brower: 
Muir’s Disciple, Tree Spiking 

OUT OF PRINT ISSUES: Aug. 1 , 1982, 
Sept. 21, 1982, Aug. 1, 1983, Sept. 23, 
1983. 


• Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
a movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 

• newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


• Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
J Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 


. Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! — 

- Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 

. Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 

. I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 

_ Please change my address: 

. Referred by 


-Here’s $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 
'Here’s $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas, 


Name . 


Address . 


City. 


.State. 


Zip 

raw 
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2 The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use, an alias. * 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

EARTH FIRST! T . , . 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS Introduce others to Barth 

First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 


Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First ! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours - whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $250 and you’ve got it. Of, if you 
prefer , make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 






FIRST! TRI 

SNAKE OIL 


PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


postpaid 
prices 
$ 9.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 11.00 
$ 11.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.25 
$ 1.25 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 8.00 
$ 6.00 
$ 8.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 3.50 
$25.00 
$ 20.00 


T-SHIRTS 


T-shirts 

French-cut T-shirts 

Long-sleeved T-shirts 

Frog T-shirts 

Bumperstickers 

Multicolor Bumperstickers 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors ) 

EF! Window Stickers (4) 

Monkeywrenches 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

1985 Earth First! Calendar 

1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 

1985 Yosemite Calendar 

Hayduke Lives Patches 

Beyond the Wall 

Good News 


BETTER SHIRTS - 
HIGHER PRICES 

After watching Roselle’s beer-belly 
become progressively more ex- 
posed after each time he washed 
his T-shirts. 1 decided to switch most 
of our styles to Haines Beefy-T’s. 
They’re still 100% cotton, but they 
come longer, shrink less, are a 
heavier weave, last longer and are a 
much better quality T-shirt. They 
also cost us 60<f apiece more so we’re 
going to have to raise our price to 
you by 50* apiece. We know you’ll 
like the improvement in our shirts 
and we’re sorry about the necessary 
increase in price. 

— Nancy 

TOOLS - John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 


Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged, 
how many Total 

T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size Color 

French cut or regular 

Glen Canyon Damn 

Size Color 

Defend the Wilderness 


FUCK BECHTEL - Tell the 
ultimate multinational corporation 
what you think of them. Designed 
by Bill Turk. Red and black “Bechtel 
Logo” on blue. 100% cotton. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Bjack design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25% polyester. 


Color 


French cut or regular 
Long-sleeve or short-sleeve 

Tools Size Color 

Frog Size 


CAMO CAPS 

We’ve now got a variety of camou- 
flage baseball caps. There is a 100% 
cotton back and front in woodland 
camo, and a cotton front with a 
mesh in either woodland or desert 
camo. All are imprinted with the 
EF! fist logo and the words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth” in white. Specify 
which style you want or we’ll just 
send you whichever we have in 
most supply. $8 postpaid. 

SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS— Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST - 

Green EF! logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth” in red ink. 1%-ineh 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl — white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 

EF!’s endorsement for the ’84 
presidential campaign: 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Earth First! 

Rednecks for Wilderness 
Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Hayduke Lives 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Dream Back the Bison . . . 

Another Mormon on Drugs 

Vote Green 

Malthus Was Right 

Earth First! (with US flag) $ 1 .25 

American Wilderness — $1.2 

Love it or Leave it Alone (with US flag) 

Anyone But Reagan 


DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. AVAILABLE IN 
WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT, black 
only & 50/50. Also in men’s long 
sleeves, 100% cotton, black only. 


ANYONE BUT REAGAN 

Red and blue on white. Be 
the first on your block to have 
one. 

NEW BUMPER 
STICKERS! 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Dream Back the Bison 
Sing Back the Swan 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Vote Green 
Malthus Was Right 


EARTH FIRST! - Fist with 
words “EARTH FIRST!” No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in black on green, red or 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! Fist (30/sheet) 
Earth First! Tools (30sheet) 
Coors ( 10/strip) 


NEW SHIRT! 

CANYON FROG - Roger Can- 
dee’s popular American Canyon 
Frog (Croakus Abbysus Pistoffus) 
with the message “American Wil- 
derness - Love it or Leave it Alone.” 
4 color design on grey. 100% cotton. 


CALENDARS 

1985 Earth First! Calendar 
1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 
1985 Yosemite Calendar 


All are on green type with long- 
lasting white vinyl. 


AND TWO GREAT NEW FLAG 
BUMPERSTICKERS ... 

American Wilderness - Love it or 
Leave it Alone 
EARTH FIRST! 


EARTH FIRST! TOOLS - 

The Monkeywrench and Warclub 
crossed in brown, the worus 
“EARTH FIRST!” in green. 1%-inch 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp. 

GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 


Monkeywrench(s ) 

EF! Window Stickers (4) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 
Hayduke Lives Patches 


* HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 


Red, white and blue American flag 
with green lettering on white long- 
lasting vinyl. $T.25 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 
WINDOW STICKERS 

Green Earth First! Fist with words 
“EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in green 
on 3-inch diameter white vinyl. 4 
for $1 pp. 


BOOKS 

Beyond the Wall 
Good News 


OKAY, HERE’S 


SEND TO: 


Name 


Address 
City, 
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This Is copy of letter that warned of spikes being driven Into trees 


by Mike Roselle 


While roadbuilding and some log- 
ging still continue in the Middle San- 
tiam, hopes of eventual preservation 
for this unique and threatened area 
are kept alive by the ever-growing 
amount of support that has been re- 
ceived over the past few months. A 
new wave of conscientiousness seems 
to sweep over the state as the seeds 
of the long awaited forest rebellion 
start to take root here in Oregon. The 
Cathedral Forest Action Group, or 
CFAG, as they are slowly getting 
used to being called, has been able 
to keep the struggle for the last 
groves of old growth alive and well 
and in the public eye with numerous 
blockades, demonstrations, and pub- 
lic meetings throughout the state. To 
date there have been 48 arrests in six 
different actions that have been co- 
vered extensively by the Oregon 
news media and have captured the at- 
tention of a large segment of the pub- 
lic. More actions and demonstrations 
are planned as the campaign moves 
into its fifth month. Meanwhile, the 
group continues to grow in both size 
and commitment. 

In the most recent action held Au- 
gust 21st, Earth First!, CFAG, and 
many local Portland anti-nuclear ac- 
tivists staged a takeover in the Reg- 
ion 6 Forest Service HQ that the 


Freddies are not likely to forget for 
some time. The protesters, some 100 
strong, gathered in Portland’s Terry 
Schrunk Park at 11:00 on Tuesday 
morning. From there they marched 
with signs and banners the eight 
blocks to Regional Forester Jeff Sir- 
mon’s office for an unannounced meet- 
ing. Although Sirmon was alerted by 
federal security officers and slipped 
out the back door just minutes before 
the marchers arrived, an Earth First! 
SWAAT team managed to slip into 
the building before the entire lower 
floor was sealed off by building police. 
Once inside, team members, includ- 
ing two who also belonged to a certain 
anti-whaling organization known for 
such antics, gained access to the fire 
escape and scaled the stairs to the 
4th floor balcony, where they un- 
furled a large banner stating boldly 
STOP THE US FOREST SER- 
VICE SAVE OUR OLD 
GROWTH EARTH FIRST!. 

The sight of the huge banner and 
the growing throng outside the build- 
ing along with the realization that 
every major TV and radio station, and 
most of the print media were present 
convinced the Freddies that a meet- 
ing was in order. Although Sirmon 
had flown the coop, and was repor- 
tedly hiding out in the nearby Geor- 
gia-Pacific building, a meeting was 
hastily arranged with Deputy Reg- 


ional Forester Jim Space, who invited 
two members of the group in, while 
the rest filed in behind and held a sit- 
in at the regional forester’s 6th floor 
office. While the meeting was taking 
place in the inner office, the rest of 
the group occupied the outer office 
and sang songs and passed out leaf- 
lets to the Freddies who were on 
their lunch break. When Cecelia Os- 
trow and George Callies emerged 
from the office and reported that 
there had been no progress in the 
talks, it was decided to take action 
against the Forest Service and at- 
tempt to shut them down. 

Shouts of “NO MORE BUSINESS 
AS USUAL” went up among the 
crowd, who were now blocking 
pedestrian traffic in the crowded hall- 
way. Two members of CFAG then 

chained themselves to the office doors 

while the Portland police, who were 
now on the scene, called in their 
SWAT team. After a brief delay, 
boltcutters were brought in and the 
blockaders were placed under arrest. 
As the blockaders were being carried 
through the congested hallway, their 
chains still hanging from their bodies, 
the people in the hallway sang the 
words from the old spiritual “We Shall 
Not Be Moved” loud enough to be 
heard throughout the building. We 
then dispersed and regrouped later 
at a nearby drinking establishment 
suggested by Gary Stallings. 


HARDESTY AVENGERS 
SPIKE TREES 


“That's terrible," whimpered 
David Ritterbacher. deputy 
supervisor of Oregon's Willamette 
National Forest, when the Eugene 
Register- Guard told him that they 
had received a letter stating that the 
Hardesty Mountain roadless area 
had been "spiked.” 

A group called the Hardesty 
Avengers said in an October letter 
mailed to Earth First! and the 
Eugene Register-Guard that they had 
driven 63 pounds of spikes into trees 
in a proposed timber sale in the area. 
The timber sale has been promoted 
by the Forest Service to “salvage” 
trees damaged in a windstorm last 
December. 

Andy Kerr of the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council (ONRC) said that 
the Forest Service was really trying 
to torpedo ongoing efforts to gain 
wilderness protection for Hardesty 
Mountain. Kerr spoke al a press, 
conference called bv ONRC, the 
Eugene Obsidians and the Hardesty- 
Mount June Wilderness Council to 


announce that they would soon file 
suit in federal District Court to stop 
the logging of the de facto 
wilderness. 

In sobering contrast to the effort 
by the grassroots Oregon 
conservation groups to protect the 
wild mountain was the smarmy 
position of the Oregon Sierra Club. 


Their spokesperson. Jack Desmond, 
said that the Sierra Club supports 
Forest Service plans to log the 
Hardesty Mountain de facto 
wilderness. “In this world you can't 
get 100 percent of what you want. 
We think they (the conservation 
groups) are really blowing this thing 
out of proportion,” he sniffed. 
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Earth First! Banner at Portland 

Forest Service Headquarters Photo by Leo Hund 
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Around the Campfire 



Hello out there. Yes, it has been a 
long absence. And, no, the Post 
Office did not eat your Mabon 
(September) issue of Earth First!. It 
was never mailed. In fact, it never 
was. For that I apologize and offer in 
recompense this jumbo 4th 
Anniversary Samhain edition of 
Earth First!. When 1 left for Alaska 
on August 1, things had been 
arranged, for a guest editor to do the 
Mabon issue. When 1 returned in 
mid-September, several delays 
(really the fault of no one) had 
emerged and it was apparent that 
the Mabon issue (dated September 
22) would not be ready for mailing 
until mid-October (which is 
generally the time to mail the 
Samhain issue), so we decided to 
scotch the Mabon issue and combine 
it with the one you now hold in your 
hands, 

Nancy and I, and the EF! 
newspaper, are now safely 
ensconced in Tucson, Arizona, 
where we should remain for 3 years 
or so. It was sad to leave Chico with 
so many good friends, and support 
(and Yolla-Bolly, Ishi, Lassen, Chips 
Creek, Marble Mountains, Salmon- 
Trinity Alps, Sacramento River, 
Beegum Creek . . .). but it is good to 
be in the desert. We've just had a 
small get together for Tucson Earth 
Firstlers and there is a good crew 
here to help with this newspaper and 
fight the good fight on the many 
battles looming in Arizona. Please 
note our new address and phone 
number and direct your missives 
accordingly. Deep six the old Chico 
address, please. 


What? Oh, Alaska . . . I’ll tell you 
about it sometime in these pages, but 
suffice it to say, we survived the 
Oliver Inlet tram, the salmon- 
catching grizzlies of Pack Creek, the 
storm-tossed waves of Seymour 
Canal, and a foot and a half of snow 
at Denali. Thank you, Dick Farnell. 
Earth First! is in Alaska and you will 
hear more of the Great Land and the 
battle to be fought there in coming 
months. 

In addition to my apologies for the 
aborting of the Mabon issue. I must 
also apologize for my tardy replies to 
the stack of letters awaiting me upon 
my return. I’ve plowed through 
them, dashed off dozens of postcards 
and letters, but some will never be 
answered. Unfortunately, there is 
not enough time to adequately reply 
to all the mail that comes in. 1 am 
sorry for that. It is not snobbery on 
my part, or even writer’s cramp, it's 
the lack of hours in the day. Keep 
writing, though. I read it all. (And if 


you don’t get an adequate reply, and 
want one. write again.) 

Two people deserve special thanks 
for holding the fort together while 
Nancy and I were off gallivanting 
around Alaska; Jeanette Colbert in 
Chico who filled a room in her house 
with EF! t-shirts, hats and 
bumperstickers, and valiantly filled 
orders: and Wildcat Annie in Ely 
who can never be adequately 
thanked for her good work. 

Hey! The 1985 Earth First! 
Calendar is a doozy. Art by Jim 
Stiles, John Zaelit, Roger Candee. 
Bill Turk, Brush Wolf, Bill Kelsay. 
Ed Caldwell and Jack Fisher at Ed's 
Printing in Chico did a superb job of 
printing and designing the powerful 
cover (drawn anonymously). Get 
yours now. They also make great 
Winter Solstice presents, as do all of 
our snake oil and trinkets featured in 
our Yule shopping pages. We finally 
have t-shirts in kids’ sizes and are 
featuring the new “Frog” shirts. 

Earth First! has been receiving 
extensive coverage in the news 
lately. The Middle Santiam 
campaign in Oregon has been all over 
TV. radio and the press in that state 
this summer. The EF! occupation of 
Sen. John Melcher’s office got great 
media attention in Montana and 
focused efforts which successfully 
killed the wretched Montana 
"Wilderness” bill. The National 
Geographic’s new book "Our 
Threatened Inheritance” discusses 
Earth First! and has two pages of 
photographs by David Cross on the 
Bald Mountain Road blockade. Our 
Burger King activities received a 
wide range of coverage which has 
brought in many inquiries (by the 
way, the Burger King campaign is 
gearing up again — look for details in 
the Yule EF!). Public TV’s 
MacNeil/Lehrer Report featured our 
Tuolumne River Rally and 


Backpacker discussed the Oregon 
blockades. The September Mother 
Earth Sews had a fine piece on us. 
Thanks to High Country Sews for 
their rave review of the 1985 Earth 
First! Calendar. 

A number of thoughtful responses, 
pro and con, on my essay on 
"Professionalism" have come in. We 
will share them with you in a 
discussion of that topic in the Yule 
issue. 

The Earth First! subscription 
contest is over. The results will be 
totaled up this month and 
announced in the Yule issue. Thanks 
to everyone who participated — we 
gained several hundred new 
subscribers as a direct result of the 
contest and many more people were 
made aware of Earth First!. 

As I said, this is a jumbo issue. 
Instead of presenting it to you here. 
I’ll let you discover it for yourself. 
I’m sure each of you will find much 
to savor and undoubtedly something 
on which to choke (even I don’t agree 
with everything in these pages — 
but 1 think it all deserves to be said 
and read). While we have offered 
literature in the past (Marc Brown’s 
Greek Tragedy “Watt” and Marcv 
Willow's epic poem "The Battle of 
Salt Creek”), our first short story 
appears in the pages of this issue. 

One last note. Cecelia Ostrow has 
been the inspiration and soul of 
Earth First!’s valiant struggle for 
the big trees in Oregon this summer. 
She is one of the finest and most 
dedicated people 1 know. Sheisalsoa 
beautiful musician and a fine 
craftsperson. If you’re looking for 
Yule presents I can't think of any 
better than a cassette tape of her 
enchanting wilderness songs or one 
of her lovely wind chimes. You will 
also be giving aid and comfort to one 
of ourgreatest defenders of the wild. 
Take a look at her ads in the 
advertising section in the back. 

— Dave Foreman 
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Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper . 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. 


Dear Earth First!'. 

I read with interest the "Books on 
Deep Ecology" list in your recent 
issue (some time ago). Two startling 
omissions leap to mine — well, 
leaped to my mind. For one, no 
mention of that great American poet 
Robinson Jeffers, whose work 
reflects with more honesty than any 
other poet, the true, splendid and 
mysterious otherness of the non- 
human world, “The heart-breaking 
beauty will remain." said Jeffers, 

conti ii mil mi I'uftt ■> 
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CLIPPINGS 
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paper clippings mention- 
ing Earth First! or 
subjects of interest to us 
at POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 
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EDITORIAL 

by Bill Devall 

Passage of the California Wilderness Act and other state wilderness Acts 
by Congress is a victory of sorts for the environmental movement. We need 
to feel we have won something in the bleak years of the Reagan administration. 

However, we should not be misled into thinking that the battle for wilderness 
in the lower forty-eight states is over. The hard fights have just begun. 

The Wilderness Acts of 1984 could be titled the “Wilderness Destruction 
Acts of 1984.” These overly compromised Acts include language which “re- 
leases” millions of acres of roadless areas — wilderness — for mining, oil and 
gas development, logging, road-building, off-road-vehicle use, “jeep trails,” 
massive ski resorts and water development projects. 

In the California Wilderness Act alone, over 600,000 acres were deleted 
from the already compromised Burton Wilderness Bill, in order to secure 
passage in the Senate. 

Activists at the grassroots need to tell the leaders and lobbyists for the 
Sierra Club, Wilderness Society and other compromising environmental 
groups that we have just begun to fight for protection of wilderness. 

Those mainline conservation groups claim that they have power, money and 
manpower. Will they use that power to protect wilderness? 

In my estimation the next five to ten years are crucial. The US Forest 
Service will move quickly to make timber sales in roadless areas not included 
in the Acts. Indeed in California timber sales have already been announced 
in roadless areas on the Smith River of Del Norte county. 

Because the Forest Service is a unified organization, we are forced to re- 
spond in a unified way. We need a computer file on all roadless areas in RARE 
II. In the short term we need to file appeals on all timber sales, hydro di\ er- 
sions, road projects, mining claims, etc., in every roadless area. This should 
be done routinely and it could best be done from a central office. 

Of course these appeals will be denied by the Forest Service, but we will 
have time to develop new strategy and apply pressure on the Sierra Club and 
other mainline groups to take action. 

We need to demonstrate to politicians that the wilderness issue is not dead. 
Thus we need to publicize the plight of roadless areas such as Dillon Creek 
which was excluded from the Siskiyou Wilderness of California. 

• Ask your local Congressman to introduce “spot” wilderness bills for specific 
roadless areas in your district. 

• Work through the Forest planning process to demand that roadless areas 
be protected from mining and logging for their value as habitat, their intrinsic 
value to other species. 

• Adopt a roadless area near you and keep watch on the Forest Sendee activities 
relating to that area. 

• If necessary adopt direct action tactics if logging or road-building are planned 
in that roadless area. 

• Demand protection for the boundaries of designated wilderness areas; for 
example, no logging within ten miles of a boundary. 

■ Write letters to Congressmen, local officials, newspapers, stating your love 
of a particular roadless area and demanding its protection. 

• Make noise about wilderness. Those who make noise get attention. 

• Remember only 2% of the lower forty-eight states are designated as wilder- 
ness. At least 10% should be designated during the next decade. 

Thoreau said in 1851, “in wildness is the preservation of the world.” If that 
is true then designating only 2% of the USA outside Alaska as wilderness is 
hardly a cause for much joy. 

The wilderness preservation movement is not over, it has just begun. 


Lrth rx 

"when there are no hearts to break 
for it." Precisely. Difficult though it 
may be for the egocentric to grasp, 
the world is bigger than we are, was 
here before we were, and will be here 
when the human consciousness has 
vanished into the limbo of its 
pathetic vanities. 

The other writer who should be 
included in any such basic ecological 
listing is (of course) Garrett Hardin, 
a professional ecologist and author of 
such fundamental texts as Tragedy 
of the Commons. Stalking the Wild 
Taboo, and The Emperor’s Clothes. 
Relying strictly on reason, common 
sense, and empirical biology, Hardin 
makes clear the fundamental 
relationships between human 
numbers and ecological integrity. 
Both Jeffers and Hardin show that 
there is no need for any form of 
mystical theologizing, ancient or 
modern, to justify the love and 
respect that most of us feel — 
naturally, joyously, spontaneously 
— for the natural world. 

Edward Abbey 
Oracle, Arizona 

Friends at EF!. 

This week in northern Quebec 
between 10,000 and 20.000 caribou 
have died while attempting to cross a 
river lying on their annual migration 
route. A dam built by the James Bay 
power system, and heavy rainfall 
have proven to be a deadly 
combination. Many of the caribou 
were swept over a waterfall by the 
torrents of water. There are still 
150,000 caribou possibly headed for 
the same area, so I can't be sure of 
the final death count, but I feel that 
we within Earth First! should stand 
witness to the tragic deaths of our 
brothers and sisters. 

Somehow it happens, 
our flesh, by the river — 

Some say it was the dam. 

the flooding. 

the heavy rains — 

Thousands of us, 
through waterfalls, 
rocks and bright water. 

This is our last beautiful breath. 
Goodbye shining river. 

Goodbye rising moon. 

Goodbye to the swift run of our lives. 

I will miss the stars. 

1 will miss the wind. 

Goodbye, friends. 

Gary Lawless 
Gulf of Maine EF! 

Dear Friends: 

This is only a little postage money 
for the person who will route letters 
of instruction and encouragement to 
the toughest Chiefs you have who will 
in turn organize others into a progres- 
sively tougher “no compromise” 
army. 

I cannot renew because of cost and 
I have difficulty reading the small 
print of the paper. 

I am a rabid conservationist and 
the real enemy is population or 
people. Had the Indian people origi- 
nally been organized even a little bit 
they could have easily destroyed 
every white that hit the shore. 

The desecrating white pigs you 
fight are descendants of those illiter- 
ate Oregon Trailers who slowly- 
snaked their wagons through South 
Pass, every wagon with a “brood sow” 
inside — a mother with 10 or 12 kids. 

This horde then went on to breed 
and pollute and destroy the entire 
West. 

To “reschedule” the deadbeat crim- 
inal politicians from their comfortable 
long standing gangsterism will in the 
end no doubt take more than polite 
non-violence. 

— Paul E. Plymell 
Wichita, Kansas 


Dear Earth First! 

I'd like to comment on Lewis 
McCann’s letter in t he Litha Edition 
of Earth First!. I think he’s right on 
the mark in saying we shouldn’t 
single out Burger King because they 
get their beef from Central America 
but should also be concerned about 
the disgraceful manner in which 
cattle are raised domestically. How- 
ever, I feel quite strongly that 
environmentalists worried about 
the tropical rain forests or the scar- 
ring of our own land have to also 
take some blame upon themselves 
— they are the consumers of beef, 
right along with Ronald Reagan and 
James Watt and all the others who 
wear the black hats. 

As long as we continue to eat 
hamburgers, no matter where they 
are sold, as long as we barbecue 
and consume a nice juicy steak 
(how much beef was eaten at the 
Round River Rendezvous and did 
everyone there know how the beef 
they purchased was raised?), I’m 
not sure we have the right to criti- 
cize. I could fantasize a time when 
people eat small quantities of beef 
which is raised in an ecologically 
sound fashion. Until that time, the 
only correct and ethical answer is 
to become a vegetarian, or at least 
to drastically limit beef in our diets. 
Then, and only then, do we have 
the moral right to take on Burger 
King, ct al. 

My impression of environmental- 
ists in general is that they are ready 
to boycott consumer items only 
when it is convenient for them to 
do so. It’s easy to boycott Coors 
when you can buy Bud instead. No 
problem in boycot ting Nestles when 
we can get our chocolate fix from 
another company. Real and some- 
l imes difficult lifestyle changes are 
necessary not only to raise our 
credibility among our friends and 
enemies but so that each of us who 
feel so deeply about the earth and 
all its creatures can live with our- 
selves in self respect. 

— Bonnie Phillips-Howard 
Dear EF! 

I want to thank everyone for their 
contributions to the RRR. I enjoyed 
meeting many special individuals 
and hope to see more of you at 
future rendezvous. 

The action which followed at 
Senator Melcher’s office in Missoula 
was exciting and effective. My grati- 
tude and love goes to all who helped 
make it a pleasure. I looked forward 
to returning to Oregon, inspired by 
my trip, to begin work again on the 
Middle Santiam. 

Now I’m in the Linn County jail 
and from inside it’s hard to tell how 
much I am accomplishing. I know 
Direct Action is effective and as I 
told the cop, wilderness is worth 
any sacrifice. I am prepared to wait 
for a viable result. 

I and my four comrades (one 
other woman, three men) have re- 
fused to give any information to the 
judge. We are being held indefinitely 
in contempt of court. All of us are 
engaged in a complete fast to illus- 
trate further our seriousness about; 
the issue. Thank you all for the 
support I know you feel. 

Keep up the fight on all fronts. I 
love you all. 

— Mary Beth. Nearing 
July 19, 1984 
Linn County Jail 
Oregon 

Dear EF! 

I love you. 

Please use enclosed funds as 
needed for blockade, rainforest, or 
whatever you need it for. Thank 
you for the very excellent publica- 
tion, too. 

— Love, Barb 


Dear Shit-Fer-Brains: 

I have read with some interest 
the article by Stoddard, the letter 
by Ash, and the response of Stod- 
dard. I agree with Stoddard that the 
only way to stop all the destruction 
of our home is to decrease the birth 
rate or increase the death rate of 
people. Furthermore, Stoddard is 
right and courageous to stick his 
neck out and deal with the more 
difficult issue of the death rate. 

What Stoddard misses is that it 
has historically been the easier 
solution, and it may continue to be 
the easier solution. Let us not think 
too small. For decreasing popula- 
tion, I offer three principles, and a 
simple expedient to meet those 
principles. 

First principle: The method 
must reach a large number of peo- 
ple. It does no good to kill a few 
selected folks. That is a retail 
operation. What we need is a whole- 
sale operation. 

Second principle: The method 
must be impersonal and not require 
direct individual action. For an 
individual to kill another individual 
requires a personal commitment 
that can only be developed in a 
very few cases. What is needed is 
approbation for the act, or (better) 
anonymity or (still better yet) 
secrecy. We must afford personal 
protection to the perpetrators of 
the program. 

Third principle: It must be spe- 
cies specific. In the past, war has 
been a pretty good species specific 
means of extermination, being limi- 
ted largely to humankind. War as 
designed by modern technocrats is 
no longer species specific. It has 
killed and, in its larger guise, will 
kill eveiything in its path. War, as 
we have come to know it, just will 
not work for population control. 
The collateral damage is too great. 
(Sorry, warmongers.) We must kill 
the guilty, not the innocent crea- 
tures. 

The simple expedient: biological 
warfare! 

Think about it. It fits. 

It is species specific. Bacteria are, 
and viruses tend to be, deadly to 
only one species. Only a very few of 
human pathogens are shared by 
other partners on our planet. Bio- 
logical warfare will have no impact 
on other creatures, big or small, if 
we design it carefully. 

It involves no direct personal 
action. Big warfare is anonymous, 
or almost so. Better yet, biological 
warfare has an inherent delay be- 
tween the act and the development 
of the symptoms. So there will be 
no temporal connection between 
the action and the consequences. 
The causal link is obscured by the 
lack of temporal correlation. The 
perpetrator is doubly protected. 

And biological warfare, like any 
other warfare, kills a lot of folks. 
That is the “acid” test.. It could do 
the job, and do it wholesale. 

Finally, it has a bonus. It does not 
destroy the material apparatus of 
society. (Yeah, I know, you will 
argue that a monkey wrench in the 
societal works is a good end in itself. 
But just reducing the number of 
workers is enough of a monkey 
wrench.) There are some consider- 
able benefits of technology; and it 
ought to he worth giving the sur- 
vivors a chance to apply tech- 
nology well. 

What can you do? If you are 
really in favor of population reduc- 
tion, write your congressman in 
favor of biological warfare. Do not 
tell him it is a vote for wilderness. 
Just chuckle as the Department of 
Defense starts backing your initi- 
ative for Earth First!. 


(If you are tempted to think that 
this is entirely tongue-in-cheek, just 
stop and think! Ask yourself, “Which 
would I rather have, nuclear war or 
biological war?” Let old shit-fer- 
brains know what you conclude.) 

Sincerely yours, 
— Name Withheld 
Washington, DC 


Letters to the Editor: 

I fervently hope that Earth First! 
doesn’t go the way of the Wobblies. 
Yes, they “faded out" in the mid- 
twenties. I was a member for a 
couple of years, having been ini- 
tiated on that original “skid road,” 
adjacent to Seattle, in ’22. Ten years 
before that, I heard John Muir in an 
impassioned speech, at Oakdale 
High School, plead for “respect” for 
Hetch Hetchy Valley.... “Cremation 
of Sam McGee." It was a different 
era, and, of course, Yosemite Valley 
had been despoiled already. 

As a Sierra Club member for 
years, I was quite proud when Earth 
First! appeared in November of 
1980, and it looked as though much 
of the despoliation of our wild lands 
would no longer travel at jet speed, 
with the connivance of the BLM 
and US Forest Service (clear cutting 
be damned!!). Too bad the Sierra 
Club has been reluctant to indulge 
in direct action. Earth First! mem- 
bers are truly “Friends of the 
Earth.” 

— Henry S. Smith 
Colton, CA 
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Dear EF! 

When 1 saw the cartoon “The Day 
The Deer Took Over” in the May 
EF!, I decided we must part 
company. Well, you have kept 
sending me EF! even though my 
labels have red checks on them — 
I've gotten threats about some guy 
named Igor — but after reading 
Christoph Manes’ “Hunting Wild 
Life" in the August EF!, I’m back if 
ya still have room for contrary 
biology teachers. Manes said more in 
his short article than all the crap I’ve 
read in the last 20 years. 

— Pennsylvania 

Dear EF! 

I thought at first that the article 
by Christoph Manes (1 August 1984) 
was a parody on the sophistry that 
hunters use to justify their joy in kil- 
ling, since it contained the ritual 
sneer at vegetarians, the superficial 
psychologizing, and invocation of the 
magic word “relationship” with other 
mystical terminology that is typical 
of such efforts. But a critical mention 
of the economic motive in the recrea- 
tional killing industry indicated that 
the article was a genuine attempt to 
define conditions in which the killing 
of other animals is a valid activity. 

In fact, the only situation where 
the mystical relationship that re- 
quires killing might be remotely valid 
is one in which a person must kill to 
survive. I have never seen a modem 
hunter willing to place him or herself 
in that situation. Therefore it follows 
that the phrases of obscure 
continued onpg y 
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OLD GROWTH 
GATHERING: OUR 
MINDS ARE WILD 


and said we must oppose the “carpet- 
bagger mentality.” even though, "of 
course, in the long run the universe 
can handle anything. We have 
nothing to fear at all. So we fight ail 
the harder. . . . You must be born 
again — as a native of Turtle 
Island.” 

Reidar Eckner, poet, and 
translator of many books (including 
Turtle Island), into Swedish, now- 
stepped closer to the fire and spoke of 
the destruction of forests around the 
world, of the steam engine which 
made all forests accessible, of 
herbicides, of monoculture 
plantations with a dearth of wildlife. 
What once were ancient beech 
forests are now' dreary and 
monotonous. The Swedish forests 
have been clearcut. stumps pulled, 
and ravaged by giant forest plows. 
Activities such as berrypicking and 
hunting have been made impossible 
for centuries to come. Reindeer herds 
are dying for lack of forage. We must 
decentralize, he said, and find a way 
beyond civilization. 

Snyder read "Control Burn” and 
“Why Log Truck Drivers Rise 
Earlier than Students of Zen.” There 
are alternatives, healthier practices 
for people involved in present-day 
logging. 

And of us huddled there in the 
rain, he said: wilderness speaks to 
something very deep in us. We are an 
undomesticated species. Our minds 
are wild. Nothing, he reminded us, 
can be destroyed — and we must 
fight to save it. 

One wanted to gather under his 
jacket and keep every word spoken 
by these poets who had traveled so 
far to stand at our miserable fire. 
The huge and ancient forest around 
us took on a cloak of darkness. The 
only sound was the wind and a 
creaking that brought to mind — in 
Eckner’s poem “Windy Crossing” 
“det stora fartyget” — “the big 
ship.” 

The Yule issue of Earth First! will 
carry a complete review of the Middle 
Santiam 1984 action and prospects for 
1985. 


by Marcv Willow 


Big Meadows, a relatively small, 
obscure place despite its name, is- in 
the northern part of a forest known 
to some as the “Willamette National 
Forest.” On the morning of 
September 22nd. as they always do. 
the venerabie big trees stood content 
in the pouring rain. They seemed 
minimally concerned with the 
human activity below. 

People in parkas or layers of wool 
wandered like multi-colored leaves 
in and out of the forest and meadow. 
In the middle, among the fir needles 
and mud puddles six men struggled 
to fashion a stage out of plywood and 
hay-bales. The Old Growth Rally 
was coming together. 

Though for a while some were 
doubtful. A few of the scheduled 
speakers were unable toatttend. The 
stage sagged. The stage “roof" 
leaked. The microphone worked 
some of the time. But folks had come 
to rally with Earth First! and the 
Cathedral Forest Action group for 
old growth forests, and to listen to 
the voices for wilderness. Country 
singer Bob Reinier, first to take the 
stage, with enthusiasm, brought the 
stragglers in from the woods with 
his rousing songs. Soon over a 
hundred drippingpeoplestood before 
the stage. They ranged in age from 
seven months to seventy years. 
Marcy Willow of Earth First! praised 
those blockaders in the crowd (and 
there were many) for their efforts on 
behalf of the Middle Santiam. Her 
requests for forbearance with the 
rally scheduling problems were 
answered by three young men who 
stepped forward to read their poems 
about the earth: Ken Day, Greg 
Darling, and Jorge (who will forgive 
us but his last name was in the 
soggiest corner of the notepad). 


A circle for the forest 


Photo by Leo Hund 


Cecelia Ostrow was on stage next. 
By her third song, as magically as a 
fairy ring appears, a giant circle of 
people formed, holding hands and 
singing the big trees “circle song.” 
The news media were there 
throughout, inventing new ideas to 
keep their cameras dry. 

By three p.m. the rain began to 
come in torrents. The gathering 
retreated intothe trees and crowded 
around a campfire. Somehow, 
thanks to the arboreal efforts of 
Steve Marsden and Bobcat, a tarp 
was erected over the area and just 
about everyone managed to get 
under a piece of it. Creativity and 
serendipity can usually be relied on 
at any Earth First! gathering. Here 


again our small fire was aided by- 
warm music from two musicians, an 
American and an Australian, (their 
names begin with 'K,' and both were 
washed into the pool of water at the 
bottom of a jacket pocket. But their 
music is gratefully remembered and 
appreciated.) 

The sky was darkening when 
Gary Snyder and Reidar Eckner 
strode across the flooded meadow. 
The American and the Swedish 
poets stepped up to the fire. Snyder 
spoke first, likening the Forest 
Service to a jellyfish — push it and it 
will give, but it will bulge out 
somewhere else. Fighting them 
through the usual channels is like 
boxing with pillows. It is direct 


action that scares the Forest Service. 
He talked of the old growth stands 
here and there around the world: 
samples of "planetary sanity.” They 
remind us of how the planet ought to 
be. Forest Service plunder, BLM 
grazing permits, are examples of 
"temporal imperialism: robbing 
from our grandchildren." He read 
some of his poems, including 
“Smokey Bear Sutra” (the audience 
chanted along) and a recent short 
poem on old growth. Virgin, he said, 
is too shallow a name. Old growth is 
a climax forest, rich, seasoned. He 
refers in this poem to the statue of 
Diana at Ephesus, the many- 
breasted symbol of productive 
Nature. He read “Magpie’s Song,” 


COP RAID ON 
BALD MOUNTAIN 


works full time for the Forest 
Service. 

At his hearing, Lou presented a 
copy of his trail maintenance 
agreement and explained the 
circumstances of his arrest; a 
confused Judge then dropped all 
charges. What's next? 


summer he welcomed four deputy 
sheriffs to his camp. After fixing 
coffee for all and engaging in a 
friendly conversation Lou was told 
he was under arrest. He was 
handcuffed, then marched the three 
miles down the trail to a waiting 
patrol car on the illegal Bald 
Mountain Road. In court he was 
charged with failure to pay 
restitution (or retribution) to who 
else but the Forest Service. 

The authorities in a vain attempt 
to break the spirit of the blockades in 
1983 began to institute a series of 
repressive fines based on down time 
costs to the constructon company. 
One year later, in spite of the federal 
court ruling that found the Forest 
Service acting illegally in 
constructing the road and fully 
aware of that fact, local courts 
continue to issue warrants for 
members of the blockade. For their 
part the Forest Service claims 
ignorance that they had knowledge 
of the fines or the arrest of Mr. Gold 
even though one of the deputies 


by Steve Marsden 

In a less-than lightning maneuver, 
four Josephine County (Oregon) 
deputies lumbered up the Illinois 
River Trail to Bald Mountain and 
arrested Lou Gold, 'fhe charge, 
stemming from last year’s blockade, 
was that Lou owed $82.00 in 
restitution to the Forest Service. 

This year, as last. Lou has 
maintained a vigil on Bald 
Mountain. His camp has served both 
as an information center on the 
plight of the Kalmiopsis and as a 
physical symboi of conscience for the 
Wilderness. Unlike last year, 
however, the Forest Service this 
year seemed to be of a more 
conciliatory mood and offered Lod a 
volunteer contract to remove glass 
and debris from the top of fhe 
mountain where a fire lookout was 
located in the '30s. Lou accepted this 
offer as a gesture of healing toward 
the forest. 

So it was with some surprise that 
one morning a month later this 


The Siskiyou National Forest has 
decided to' reroute a section of the 
Illinois River Trail. On the old trail 
you climb gradually to a low saddle 
on the ridge that marks the present 
boundary of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. From there the old 
growth forests of Silver Creek 
canyon stretch to the north. Before 
you, across the South Fork is the 
symmetrical dome mountain called 
Chinaman's Hat. The deep forests of 
the North Kalmiopsis are a marked 
change from the predominantly 
hardwood forests that the trail has 
been winding through as you 
approach the saddle. The view has 
been changed somewhat recently, 
for below you now, ten feet from 
where you stand, is the Bald 
Mountain Road. The agency has 
cont in nc<l on Tiiiii' S 


Mike Roselle. Bobcat. Marcy Willow and Gary Snyder dry out 


photo by Leo Hund 
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WHAT 

by Brian Heath 

“Nothing,” I shout from the top of 
a dynamite pile about to be blown for 
road construction in a forest of giant 
trees. “It is an act of conscience. I 
cannot live in cooperation with a sys- 
tem that is destroying an ecosystem 
for greed.” 

“Publicity,” answers my eminent 
colleague sitting on an adjacent box 
of dynamite. “Only public awareness 
of what’s happening to our forests will 
save them." 

Neither answer is sufficient to get 
me out here. I do not have the energy 
to stay up all night, sit half a day in 
a freezing rain, and spend months 
fighting through a court system just 
for a matter of conscience. But 
neither do I have the courage to trip 
around two acres of wired dynamite 
charges and go to jail just for publi- 
city. 

“What do you expect to accomplish 
— anyway?” It is the most frequent 
question I hear since starting civil dis- 
obedience actions to protect old 
growth or virgin forests of giant 
trees. The questioner may follow with 
a litany of other, presumably more 
productive, activities: lobbying, 
dialoguing, letter writing, campaign- 
ing, researching, publishing, photo- 
graphing, petitioning, and speaking. 

I smile — if not overly exhausted 
from doing each of them. Most of my 
life has been and will continue to be 
poured into them. But I see less and 
less hope for changing a land ethic 
based on greed while working en- 
tirely within the system that pro- 
duced it. 

Cooperating completely with the 
system in dispute is usually viewed 
as conservative, though I prefer to 
call it the “Sieira Club" approach. 
Other names of national organiza- 
tions could be substituted. Four years 
ago I refused to join Sieira Club be- 
cause of their radical media image. I 
know now that they tackle what is 
pragmatic and safe. Their wilderness 
proposals are small and easily re- 
duced by compromise. They fight to 
accomplish only what is politically 
feasible. 

Most local wilderness groups, by 
contrast, fight for what is morally 
right and look for ways to make it 
politically feasible. Their wilderness 
pr oposals are larger and they are 

decided that this might be too much 
of a dose of “multiple-use” for you to 
handle, so their solution is to move 
the trail. This bit of engineering 
moves the trail off the saddle and 
keeps eyes below the ridge line. I like 
to call this section the Woodsy Owl 
Trail. Look but don't see. 

I recently listened to a P.R. man for 
the Forest Service describe the inner 
workings 1 of the bureaucracy. He 
compared the Forest Service to a 
juggler, (like in the circus) and he has 
the many balls of multiple-use: 
timber, wildlife, water, recreation, 
soils. He has to keep all the balls in 
the air, and this is what the Forest 
Service was doing. 

Unfortunately, these days the 
timber ball has become so heavy that 
the juggler needs both hands to lift it 
and the other “balls” are falling. 
Only one remedy remains: 
Wilderness designation for all 
roadless forests. If you can handle it, 
once you pass Pine Flat and head for 
Bald' Mountain, stay to the right, 
take the true Illinois River Trail, see 
the Silver Creek drainage, the big 
tress, the road . . . 

Steve Marsden lives in Grants Pass, 
Oregon, and is a veteran of the Bald 
Mountain Road Blockade. 


DO YOU EXPECT TO ACCOMPLISH 

— ANYWAY? 



Jeff Liddicott in front of lagging Truck 
2 hour shutdown Photo by lxo Hund 


stubborn about compromising. 
Perhaps they spend more time look- 
ing at the hills than the Hill. The ap- 
proach has merit. Few legislative 
proposals are politically feasible 
when first proposed. A wilderness act 
was a far-fetched idea in Congress in 
1960, and Yellowstone National Park 
was a far-fetched idea in Congress in 
1860. 

Earth Firstl carries the fight a step 
further: they recognize that the USA 
was a far-fetched idea in parliament 
in 17(>0. Their approach is to fight for 
what is morally right and let politics 
take care of itself. They follow the 
traditions of the Eoston Tea Party 
and the New England fanners who 
joined a revolution because the King’s 
foresters claimed all giant pines be- 
longed to the King’s navy. 

There are at least two other ways 
to accomplish change. First is the pro- 
fessional method: postponing the 
fight until you are rich or smart or 
powerful enough to win it. This is the 
most widely practiced method and 
one that occupied much of my life be- 
fore I joined the Sierra Club. If I ever 
could reach one of those goals, I 
doubt there would be much fight left 
in me. 

The other approach started for me 
on the field of dynamite: STOP 
FIGHTING AND START LIVING 
AS THOUGH YOU WON! Gandhi 
explained it best when he told In- 
dians not to fight the British, but sim- 
ply to live like Indians. What an ab- 
surd idea — live like an Indian in a 
British colony. Live like the earth 
should be rather than how it is. They 
put people in jail for that. Sometimes 
they crucify them. 

“What do you expect to accomplish 
— anyway?” “Nothing,” said Gandhi, 
“you ever do will be significant. But 
it is important that you do it.” My 
expectations of civil disobedience are 
not high, but my rewards are over- 
whelming. 

Freedom from threats is one of 
them. A lumber company, like any 
U.S. corporation, is professionally 
greedy. It is formed for the sole pur- 
pose of making profits. Its success is 
measured by its increase in income. 
Thus, the corporate reaction to my 


junctions for more fines, and they sue 
for damages. But they don’t under- 
stand that I prefer to live as if “a 
man’s life does not consist in the abun- 
dance of his possessions." I am free 
from their threats. 

The legal system — judges, jailers, 
and prosecutors — are professional 
freedom defenders. Their reaction to 
my activity is to deny my freedom. 
They never experienced what Aldo 
Leopold did when he said: “Of what 
avail are forty freedoms without a 
blank spot on the map?” The threat 
of losing my freedom forever to roam 
in a forest of giants if far greater than 
the threat of a week in jail. 

Police are professionally violent. In 
one recent action blocking a logging 
truck, we spent about' an hour chat- 
ting with the truck driver, singing 
America the Beautiful, reading over 
our nonviolence code with the police- 
men, and chatting with some of the 
police that we had gotten acquainted 
with on previous occasions. One of 
them had recently spent an hour in 
my living room discussing methods of 
protest. The police told us they were 
waiting for the press to leave before 
making arrests. When the press left 
they proceeded to twist our arms, 
drag some of us by the hair, and pull 
half of one man’s beard out. They even 
threatened to break our legs. After 
cramming several of us in the back 
of a squad car our officer was still 
searching for some final gesture of 
violence. He angrily informed us that 
we would not get supper that night. 
We burst into laughter. Everyone but 
me had already started fasting and I 
was thinking about it. We were com- 
pletely free from their threats — sim- 
ply by living as if violence and food 
did not exist. What absuixlity. What 
freedom. 

Joy is another reward. I expected 
to be rejected by the community we 
live in. I am being deluged by commu- 
nity support. Friends, strangers, for- 
gotten acquaintances, and neglected 
friends call or write to offer support 
or help. I know that some of them do 
not even agree with my stand. I ex- 
pected my daughter might become an 
outcast at school. I may have made 
her a hero. Classmates tell her their 


made new acquaintances with work- 
ers and formed a close friendship with 
a mill owner.- I expected people to 
drop their interest in efforts to pre- 
serve the Santiam Cathedral Forest. 
Attendance at meetings to work for 
that has increased ten times. I ex- 
pected to be involved with serious 
heavy countenanced people. I have 
sung more songs and hugged more 
people in the last three months than 
in the last thirty years. I expected 
my forestry skills to wither from lack 
of use. I find great joy in using them 
to protect 800 year old cathedrals 
made by God, while many of my 
friends in the profession are engaged 
— by choice or default — in dismantl- 
ing the few remaining cathedrals and 
selling the bricks to the highest bid- 
der. I expected my career to be de- 
stroyed with a criminal record. I have 
been invited to apply for two good 
jobs in my profession (I declined). I 
expected a hard time financially. I am 
finding miracles a common occurence. 

Cecelia was alone by the campfire 
late one night. I found her there cry- 
ing softly. Her three children were as- 
leep nearby. She was completely out 
of money with a rent bill due. Her 
hand-crafted wind chime business 
was suffering from neglect. She is the 
soul of our group, writing songs and 
teaching them to us. I did not know 
where my own rent was coming from 
that month, but I told her I would 
give her $100 the next day when we 
went back to town. Along with 
another gift it made both life and 
sleep feasible that night and that 
month. The next day my boss was 
writing my paycheck and realized that 
I had not worked much recently due 
to Cathedral Forest activities. He 
said, “I want to make sure you have 
enough. Let me add $100 to your 
check.” 

“What do you expect to ac- 
complish?” “Anything!” With so many 
unexpected personal rewards, I am 
open to any possibility. A few years 
ago Himalayan forests were being de- 
stroyed with clearcuts which resulted 
in soil erosion, desertification, and cli- 
mate change. One man, Sunderlal 
Bahuguna, walked the width of India 
and told the peasants that they would 
save the forest. They were to hug the 
trees and say to the loggers, “Cut me 
with the trees.” Government at the 
highest levels responded and the cut- 
ting stopped. 


Two .veal’s ago less than a dozen Au- 
stralians decided to start living as 
though the Tasmanian rainforest 
were a World Heritage Area rather 
than a dam site. They actually 
thought they could live as if all crea- 
tion were designed to work in har- 
mony. Last year 1500 people were ar- 
rested; the incumbent prime minister 
was voted out: the dam was stopped; 
and new national parks were created 
all over Australia. 

I have no illusions about ac- 
complishing anything. That is for God 
to do, not me. I can only embrace all 
of creation — both people and trees 

— and let God and the police worry 
about the consequences. The Weston 
Priory suggests what may happen: 

Anything happens 

if we are open to see that creation 
is coming alive. 

The real is the beautiful transformed 
with love 

and the wonder of new life — turn, 
on right now. 

Birds on the wing, 

trees and the rivers, 

stones in their silence cry out. 

Hearts once so broken 
now radiate healing. 

The spirit within has been freed. 

Witness the power of life. 

Come dance until new light. 

Give someone the wealth of your own. 

Ready the moment now 
to live forever more 
if we can only let go. 

Anything happens 
if we are open to see that creat ion 
is coming alive. 

The real is the beautiful transformed 
with love 

and the wonder of new life — turn 
on right now. 

“What do you expect to accomplish 

— anyway?” I have not heard the 
question for a week. The five of us 
here at the Linn County jail have es- 
sentially been denied phone calls and 
visitor privileges. The other inmates 
do not ask it. They know the system 
needs changing. 

Brian Heath is a professional forester 
in Corvallis, Oregon. He has worked 
for the protection of the Middle 
Santiam for many years. 


activity is to lower my income. They 
press charges for fines, they issue in- 


parents are behind me. I expected 
physical danger from loggers. I have 



Bald Mountain Road, April 1983 
The Struggle Goes On 
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YOUR TAXES DESTROY 
RAINFORESTS 



DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES 

FINANCE CONVERSION OF 
RAINFORESTS TO 
HAMBURGERS 
By Greg Marskell 

Without subsidies anti loans from 
U.S. and multilateral development 
agencies, conversion of much of 
Central America’s diverse tropical 
rainforest to degraded cow pasture 
over the last 30 years may never 
have occurred. As clearing of tropi- 
cal rainforest for cattle pasture in 
Central America reached boom pro- 
portions in the 1950s and 1960s, 
loans from the World Bank and 
Inter-American Development Bank 
(IDB) provided a major stimulus 
for the expansion of the livestock 
industry. Cattle were seen as a 
panacea for tropical development 
because of a strong market for beef 
and the ability of tropical soils that 
were too infertile to support per- 
manent agriculture to provide cattle 
pasture, at least for a few years. 

Easy credit availability stimu- 
lated the clearing of rainforest for 
cattle pasture to such an extent 
that between 1950 and 1975 the 
area of man-made pasture in Cen- 
tral America more than doubled. 
Today less than one-third of the 
original rainforest survives in Cen- 
tral America. Rainforests in South 
America are also being converted 
to cow pasture, especially in Brazil. 

During the period 1971-1977 
alone, the World Bank and IDB 
provided Latin America as a whole 
with over $1 billion in loans for 
cattle production and meat process- 
ing. Numerous other loans over the 
last three decades have financed 
“infrastructural” development, in- 
cluding road construction, packing 
plants, ports for beef exports, and 
other facilities which have in- 
creased access to remaining rain- 
forest and fostered a dependence 
on a beef-export economy. 

A typical case of World Bank 
financing of rainforest to cattle 
pasture conversion is the Caqueta 
project in the Western Amazon 
Basin of Colombia. From 1971-1978, 
the World Bank made loans totalling 
$27 million to this project, with the 
bulk of funds going to cattle breed- 
ing investments. More than half of 
the project area is in cattle pasture; 
crops of rice and corn are taken 
only once from newly-cleared lands 
and rubber and oil palm plantations 
have been subject to disease. Loans 
for cattle production have done 
little to improve employment, in- 
come distribution, or status of the 
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small farmers in this project area. 
Credit usually goes to established 
ranchers for expansion of their 
operations (clearing more forest). 
The largest ranch covers nearly 
100, 000 acres. 

Frequently, jungle colonization 
projects that were originally in- 
tended to produce crops have 
turned into cattle ranching enter- 
prises due to erroneous estimates 
of soil fertility. In the Yapacani, 
Bolivia, colonization area financed 
by the IDB, large areas considered 
suitable for bananas and intensive 
crops on 10-15 hectare lots were 
found adequate only for cattle on 
50 hectare lots, causing more exten- 
sive deforestation. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development (AID) 
and US Department of Agriculture 
have also played crucial roles in 
conversion of forests to pasture in 
Central America. These agencies 
have supported programs to eradi- 
cate cattle parasites such as ticks, 
screwworms, and vampire bats, 
making cattle production much less 
problematic. 

In a very ominous development 
for the rainforests of the Amazon, 
the Inter-American Development 
Bank has been funding programs to 
eradicate foot-and-mouth disease 
from South America since 1 968. The 
presence of this disease is the only 
factor which has prevented frozen 
beef from being imported to the US 
from the Amazon (by US law), al- 
though a large quantity of cooked 
beef is imported from Brazil. 

Similarly, the presence of tryp- 
anosomiasis (“sleeping sickness”) 
in tropical Africa has thus far pre- 
vented much of that continent from 
being turned into a huge cattle 
pasture for the markets of Europe, 
both saving the natural savannas 
for the native species of grazers and 
reducing pressures to convert rain- 
forest to pasture. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of 
the United Nations has supported 
massive insecticide spraying pro- 
grams in Africa to eradicate the 
tsetse fly and has proposed even 
more extensive programs. It has 
been estimated that successful 
eradication could lead to an in- 
crease of 120 million cattle on the 
natural savannas of tropical Africa 
and would create an unquantified 
inducement to clear rainforest for 
pasture. 

Stopping the Deforestation Loans 

International development aid 
agencies fall into two broad cate- 
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gories. Multilateral development 
banks ( MDBs) are financed by funds 
contributed .jointly bv governments 
of the richer countries or borrowed 
on international markets. Bilateral 
development agencies provide 
loans, loan guarantees, technical 
services, or other programs directly 
from the “donor” nation to t he re- 
cipient nation. US agencies of this 
type include AID, Eximbank, and 
others. 

The World Bank, Inter-American 
Development Bank, and other 
MDBs are autonomous, internation- 
al organizations run by their own 
staffs of international civil servants 
under the supervision of governors 
and boards of directors who repre- 
sent. their member nations. Policies 
are usually determined by a con- 
sensus among member nations al- 
though formal votes may also be 
taken. The World Bank is the largest 
of the MDBs, established in 1945. 
Besides it, the United States also 
participates in the three major 
regional development banks — the 
Inter- American, Asian, and African 
Development Banks. All of these 
MDBs have a major impact on devel- 
opment policies in the regions they 
represent. 

The United States has a major 
voice over World Bank affairs, pro- 
viding about one-third of the fund- 
ing of this bank. The World Bank 
president traditionally is a US citi- 
zen named by the US government. 
The US has even more direct control 
over the subsidized loan office of 
the IDB (the Fund for Special 
Operations), as it has enough votes 
to effectively veto loan proposals. 

The World Bank does perform 
some environmental assessment of 
its projects, but with a staff of some 
2500 engineers, technicians, and 
economists, only one professional 
ecologist works for the bank. The 
IDB has no significant environ- 
mental assessment policies. None 
of the banks have made much effort 
to review the impacts of their loan 
policies on tropical deforestation 
and the impoverishment of species 
and genetic diversity throughout 
the developing world. 

Environmentalists can work to 
change the policies of the multi- 
lateral development banks in two 
ways — direct pressure on the banks 
through public opinion and pres- 
sure on the governments of member 
nations, especially the US, to re- 
quest changes in bank policies. 

Due to the banks’ heavy depen- 
dence on US funding, the recom- 
mendations of Congress, particu- 


larly the authorizing committees 
(Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, House Banking, Finance, & 
Urban Affairs Committee) and 
appropriating committees (House 
and Senate Foreign ( Jperations Sub- 
committees of the respective Ap- 
propriations Committees) are taken 
very seriously by the banks. In fact, 
Congress has been the source of 
many innovations and changes in 
bank policy - but none in the 
environmental field to date. 

Both Congress and the adminis- 
tration can also issue instructions 
to the US representatives to the 
banks to vote for or against certain 
loans or suggest policy changes. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is directly 
responsible for issuing such in- 
struction, but also consults with 
the State Department and other 
agencies. Thus there are many ave- 
nues for the introduction of 
improved environmental policies to 
the MDBs — direct, legislative, and 
administrative. 

As for US bilateral programs, AID 
is the most involved in the conver- 
sion of forest to cattle pasture, 
although other US agencies con- 
tribute to tropical deforestation in 
various ways. For example, Exim- 
bank (the Export-Import Bank) 
provides loans to foreign govern- 
ments so they can afford to buy US 
exports from private US corpora- 
tions, such as nuclear power plants 
and mining and landclearing equip- 
ment. Currently, the agency is finan- 
cing a railroad through the jungle 
of Gabon in West Africa. Another 
US government agency, the Over- 
seas Private Investors Corporation 
(OPIC), insures private US investors 
abroad against commercial and 
political risks and has special pro- 
grams for mineral, oil and gas 
exploration, development, and leas- 
ing. OPIC has insured Georgia Paci- 
fic and Weyerhauser logging opera- 
tions in Indonesia, where logging 
presents the greatest threat to the 
remaining rainforests. Unlike AID, 
neither of these agencies has taken 
any steps to evaluate the environ- 
mental consequences of their 
actions. And despite regulations 
which require assessment of the 
environmental impacts of its pro- 
grams, US AID has continued to 
finance and encourage destruction 
of tropical rainforest through its 
technical assistance programs. 

As independent federal agencies, 
funding for AID, Eximbank, and 
OPIC must be authorized and 
appropriated by Congress. Congress 
can direct AID to discontinue pro- 


grams and technical services which 
encourage the conversion of tropi- 
cal forest to cattle pasture and 
require the preparation of environ- 
mental impact statements for Exim- 
bank and OPIC's programs. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

• Write to A.W. Clausen, Presi- 
dent, World Bank, 1818“H” Street 
NW, Washington, DC 20433. Ask 
that all ongoing and proposed 
loans be reviewed for impacts on 
tropical rainforests and biological 
diversity and that all projects be 
modified or terminated if neces- 
sary to prevent tropical defores- 
tation. 

• Send a copy to your Senator 
(US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510) and Representative (US 
House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515) with a follow- 
up letter requesting that (1) US 
representatives to the MDBs 
push for evaluation of tropical 
deforestation impacts of pro- 
posed loans combined with proj- 
ect modifications to eliminate 
deforestation as well as improved 
and greatly strengthened en- 
vironmental assessment proce- 
dures for all projects, and (2) that 
the US Agency for International 
Development be directed to term- 
inate all activities that directly 
or indirectly contribute to con- 
version of tropical rainforest to 
cattle pasture in Latin America. 

Greg Marskell is a biologist 'who 
has been researching tropical 
deforestation. 



WORLD RAINFOREST 
REPORT 

John Seed of the Rainforest 
Information Centre in Australia 
regularly distributes the 
WORLD RAINFOREST RE- 
PORT. The WRRis the best way 
to be kept up-to-date on what 
you can do to help preserve 
rainforests around the world. 
John sends out copies to some 
50 countries on every continent. 
To help cut overseas airmail 
costs for the Rainforest 
Information Centre, Earth First! 
is acting as their agent in the 
United States and we are 
copying and mailing the World 
Rainforest Report to US 
subscribers. Subscriptions are 
$10 a year and sample copies 
are available for $1 (for 
postage). Order from EF! POB 
5871 Tucson, AZ 85703. If you 
send a check, make it out to 
Earth First!. Be sure to indicate 
that you are subscribing to the 
World Rainforest Report. If you 
live outside the U.S. A., order the 
World Rainforest Report 
directly from the Rainforest 
Information Centre PO Box 368 
Lismore NSW 2480 AUSTRAL- 
IA. 



THE 
WORST 
TREE 
KILLER 
IN THE 
WORLD 

bv Ian Dodd 


He has been personally responsi- 
ble for the felling of, by his own es- 
timate, twenty million trees. 
Twenty million. He is, he admits, 
the "worst tree killer in the world.” 

But Rainnor Grecco treats his job 
like any other, even a dirty one: “It 
is sad, but somebody is going to do 
it.” Would that it were only sad. 
Mind-boggling might be a more ac- 
curate way to describe the atrocity. 
“If there were a court for crimes 
against nature, he’d be at the top,” 
says professor Augusto Roschi, the 
most vociferous of Grecco’s critics 
(and, no doubt, a fervent prosecutor 
if such a court existed). 

Professor Roschi is an en- 
tymologist, a specialist in but- 
terflies, particularly three species 
that live only in the forest near his 
home in Santa Teresa, in the state 
of Espirito Santo, Brazil. But Pro- 
fessor Roschi’s research project is 
being destroyed, along with its sub- 
ject, as Grecco greedily clears the 
rosewood forests of Espirito Santo 
and southern Bahia, to supply over 
half the world’s market for this exo- 
tic wood. 

As Grecco moves through the 
forest, selecting prime specimens of 
“jacaranda” (the local name for 
rosewood), he leaves in his wake 
only the cleared earth, not even 
bothering to replant. And, after 
twenty million trees, the pattern is 
easy to spot. In a reference to the 
accelerating destruction of the 
Amazon (see main article), profes- 
sor Roschi shakes his head and 
says, “History will repeat itself.” 

How can a man cut twenty mil- 
lion trees and feel no remorse? Not 
even Grecco can. Already he has 
sent two sons to Europe to study 
ecology “to combat people like 
me.” 

Letters in support of the profes- 
sor’s one-man crusade against the 
“worst tree killer in the world” can 
be sent to: 

Professor Augusto Roschi 

Santa Teresa, Espirito Santo 

BRASIL 


STOP THE 


DOWN (WITH) THE 


by Ian Dodd 


The Amazon. The very' name 
evokes images of immensity. Dense, 
•steaming, lush, tropical rainforest. 
The Amazon Basin covers six million 
square kilometers, some 59% of the 
Brazilian national territory. One third 
of all the forest in the world grows 
there and a fifth of all the fluvial 
water flows through the basin. There 
are more species of fish in the Ama- 
zon than in the Atlantic. 

What will the Amazon become? Ac- 
cording to one Brazilian scientist, at 
present rates of deforestation the 
Amazon will be gone in 30 years. But 
that is at present rates. By 1975 only 
2% of the Amazon forest had been 
cleared, but the rate of INCREASE 
of deforestation in the last few years 
has been 169%! Or, to quote the title 
of a good book, it will turn from 
“Green Hell to Red Desert.” 

It was easy to imagine what the 
future might look like as I traveled 
along the Belbm-Brasilia highway in 
May. The road connects the port city 
at the mouth of the Amazon to the 
modem capital in the interior and has 
been a major axis of development, 
and destruction. For several kilomet- 
ers on either side of the highway cat- 
tle grazed among charred tree stumps 
while the forest was held at bay on 
the horizon. Trucks laden with logs 
as thick as a man is high lumber down 
the highway to the mill. At a lunch 
stop in southern Para the air is filled 
with the whine of a chain saw, its cres- 
cendo the crash of a tree in the forest. 
The future stretched out for as far as 
the eye could see. 

But to comprehend the future, it 
is necessary to understand a little bit 
of the past. Policy toward the Amazon 
by the Brazilian government since the 
military takeover in 1964 has been 
one of integration and development. 
The second Plan of National Develop- 
ment, the II PND, laid out two 
strategies: one was to homestead the 
Amazon along the highways (like the 
Beldm-Brasilia and the Transamazon) 
by peasants driven out of the 
drought-stricken Northeast; the sec- 
ond strategy, and the one opted for, 
was to open up the Amazon to de- 
velopment by agribusinesses through 
a system of incentives and long-term 
contracts with multinational com- 
panies. The SUDAM (the Brazilian 
government agency charged with the 
development of the Amazon) predicts 
that eventually, 45.7% of the forest 
will be cleared for non-forestiy and 
agricultural uses and another 20.7% 
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for “sustained yield” forests (these 
are “managed” forests replanted with 
Asian Eucalyptus trees which are al- 
ready showing susceptibility to dis- 
ease). They foresee leaving only 
16.5% of the forest for national parks 
and bioreserves. 

The agribusinesses are certainly 
doing their part to fulfill SUDAM pro- 
jections. At first, small cattle-grow- 
ers chipped away at the edge of the 
forest with axes and machetes. Then, 
as the Amazonian cattle industry be- 
came more mechanized, they disco- 
vered the efficiency of the drag chain 
strung between two bulldozers. 
Today, millions of acres of forest in 
the states of Maranhao and Para are 
being cleared with some of the 2 mil- 
lion pounds of Agent Orange left over 
after the Vietnam war. By 1975 a total 
of only 1% of the forest had been 
cleared in the states of Amazonas, 
Para, and Maranhao. In at least one 
state, Mato Grosso (which in Por- 
tuguese means “thick forest”), the fi- 
gure had swollen seven times! 

Of course, the quintessential fores- 
tiy industry is Projeto Jari. This was 
the brainchild of American billionaire 
Daniel Keith Ludwig; his dream was 
to clear the Amazon forest, plant it 
with high-yield Eucalyptus from 
Asia, and process the wood into pulp 
and cellulose at a plant Ludwig built 
in Japan and towed around the world 
and floated up the Rio Jari to be de- 
posited at the site. Today the Projeto 
Jari covers more area (3.6 million hec- 
tares) than most countries of Central 
America or the Caribbean. But after 
15 years of unprofitable operation, 
Ludwig sold the Projeto Jari to a con- 
sortium of Brazilians and left them 
to struggle with diseased plantings, 
population pressures, and the techni- 
cal headaches of dealing in the Ama- 
zon. 

The effects of such policies and 
practices on the Amazon rainforest 
are just now becoming understood. 
The Amazon is an ecosystem at its 
climax. That is, it produces almost ev- 
erything it consumes. All the nut- 
rients the flora require come from the 
degenerating organic material it dis- 
cards; the rain that falls on it starts 
as water vapor that rises from it. The 
soil in the Amazon can be measured 
to a depth of millimeters. The notion 
that such a seemingly rich and teem- 
ing basin could support a major ag- 
roindustry is, as we are coming to un- 
derstand, ludicrous. 

As millions of hectares are cleared 
with defoliants, drag chains, and cat- 
tle, it bares the earth to the burning 
equatorial sun, leaching the already 
poor, thin soil of what little it has to 
offer. But the more dramatic effect of 
deforestation of the Amazon is the in- 
crease of carbon dioxide. 

In their book Amazon Jungle: 
Green Hell to Red Desert , American 
scientists R.J.A. Goodland and How- 
ard S. Irwin explain that in the last 
century the level of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere has risen from 290 
parts per million to 320 ppm, and that 
a fifth of this change has come in the 
last decade. This, of course, is due to 
our love of fossil fuels in the 20th cen- 
tury. This rise in the level of C°2 
would be much higher except that the 
forests of the world absorb between 
a third and a half of surplus carbon. 

To destroy the Amazon is to de- 
stroy a third of our carbon sponge and 
to encourage the much-publicized 
“greenhouse effect.” But there is a 
two-fold effect here: German scientist 
Harald Sioli points out that there are 
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300 tons of carbon tied up in every 
hectare of the Amazon. If we bum 
the forest down, Sioli estimates, we 
will raise the level of carbon in the 
atmosphere by 70%. So, not only do 
we destroy our carbon sponge, but we 
exacerbate the very problem it can 
solve. 

So, how do American environmen- 
talists, as citizens of Earth, join the 
battle to save the Amazon? Carefully. 
The concept of the planet as a bios- 
phere is one which has few adherents 
in Brazil. Americans run the risk of 
stepping on a lot of toes when they 
tell Brazilians what to do with “their” 
Amazon. Remember that the Brazi- 
lians’ previous experiences with 
Americans in the Amazon have been 
negative and they start to feel defen- 
sive when we talk of “our” Amazon 
(ours in the sense that it belongs to 
the Earth, just as we do). 

Secondly, the largest and most ac- 
tive environmental group concerned 
with the Amazon is the Campanha 
Nacional de Defesa e pelo Desenvol- 
vimento da Amazonia, or, in English, 
the National Campaign of Defense 
and for the Development of the Ama- 
zon. This would seem like a contradic- 
tion in terms to most American en- 
vironmentalists. But the “official and 
correct" policy of the CNDDA “is to 
populate Amazonia.” This reflects the 
idea that the Amazon is primarily 
Brazilian and should be made an in- 
tegral part of the country. Still, de- 
spite a difference of opinion about 
man’s place in the rainforest, Amer- 
icans should support the CNDDA as 
the most vociferous organization pro- 
testing the policies and practices of 
SUDAM and the IBDF (the Brazilian 
Institute of Forestry Development). 
The CNDDA can be contacted at the 
following address: 

Campanha Nacional de Defesa e 
pelo Desenvolvimento da 
Amazonia 

Avenida 13 de Maio, 13, 

12 andar, grupo 1201 

Rio de Janeiro, RJ 

BRASIL 

Probably the best steps taken in de- 
fense of the Amazon have been taken 
by Jacques Cousteau who recently re- 
turned from an 18 month expedition 
in the Basin. A two hour television 
program about the expedition has 
been seen on PBS, as well as a photo 
exhibit of the trip that has shown in 
New York and Rio de Janeiro. Let us 
hope that Cousteau’s international 
fame will shed some light on the 
plight of the Amazon. 


Ian Dodd recently returned 
from the Amazon. 
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GREEN POLITICS EMERGES 
IN NORTH AMERICA 


by Ronnie Hawkins 



NAGASAKI- Si 


A Green politics committee 
formed at NABC I, of which I was a 
member. As if in evidence of the 
Green phenomenon that seems to 
be springing up all over, represen- 
tatives of the British Columbia 
Greens, the L.A. Greens, and the 
Cumberland Greens were present 
within the circle, along with many 
as-yet-undeclared Greens who no 
doubt will soon be making their 
presence known. Information on 
Die Grunen, the West German 
Greens, was made available to the 
committee and to the Congress at 
large by a panel that included Char- 
lene Spretnak, co-author, with Frit- 
jpf Capra of Green Politics (Dutton, 
1984). Briefly, their policies are 
based on four “pillars”: ecology 
(which entails holistic thinking as 
well as ecological science); social 
responsibility (“social justice and 
an assurance that the poor and the 
working class will not get hurt by 
programs to ecologically restructure 
our consumer economy,” e.g., con- 
version programs from the military 
and other old-paradigm entities); 
grassroots democracy (decentral- 
ized and bioregional, although the 
West German Greens don’t usually 
use that word); and nonviolence 
(both personal and institutional). 

In Green Politics, three more 
principles are added to the list: 
decentralization, postpatriarchal 
politics, and spirituality. Proclaim- 
ing “We are neither left nor right; 
we are in front,” Die Grunen reject 
the “ever-expanding economy” 
model that is an unquestioned as- 
sumption of both ends of the old 
political spectrum. A distinction is 
made between the “green Greens,” 
who emphasize the ecological con- 
siderations of the movement, and 
the “red Greens,” who grow out of 
the socialist tradition and would 
employ a more traditionally homo- 
centric, Marxist point of view. 
Spretnak confided her belief that 
on this continent, with somewhat 
fewer warheads concentrated per 
unit area and perhaps a more land- 
based tradition, we may be able to 
go considerably farther in defining 
a “green Green” position (in my 
opinion providing an empetus for 
this movement that is far and away 
greater than anything mere human- 
centered could possibly offer). 

The Federal Programme of Die 
Grunen addresses ecological revi- 
sion of human activities such as 
agriculture, energy and technolog- 
ical practices, economics, town and 
traffic planning, protection of 
nature and the countryside, and of 
plants and animals specifically. It 
emphasizes economic partnership 
with Third World nations, and calls 
for the immediate beginning of 
worldwide disarmament and “the 
abolition of military service in the 
long term.” In place of the military, 
the concept of “social defense” is 
introduced, an active, nonviolent 
resistance that would make oc- 
cupation by foreign forces unwork- 
able. Comprehensive, preventative 
health care is proposed, and free- 
dom of the individual is a corner- 
stone, with points made concerning 
freedom to demonstrate, freedom 
from surveillance, freedom of the 
media, prisoners’ rights, and the 
i rights of women, children, the el- 
derly, immigrants, marginalized 
groups and those of differing sexual 
orientation. 

A starting point for discussion in 
the committee was David Haenke’s 
Ecological Politics and Bioregion- 
alism ($3 from New Life Farm, 
Drury, MO 65638). David sketched 
out his “biocentric paradigm,” with 
human activities deriving directly 
from natural or ecological law, 


translated through bioregionalism 
and Green politics into sustain- 
ability of life on the planet. Most 
group members seemed to be com- 
fortable with this basic concep- 
tualization, although it was not 
officially adopted, but one person 
expressed the criticism that the 
scheme did not take into account 
the human-created “reality” of our 
several thousand years of culture. 
While this was indeed a valid objec- 
tion, this person later voiced a 
rejection of the “biocentric para- 
digm” perse, with little opposition, 
and I was left wondering how many 
members of the group were still 
predominantly homocentric in their 
outlook, catching onto the energy 
of a new “movement" without fully 
appreciating as yet how deep its 
roots extend. 

The statement as finally drafted 
was the following: 

STATEMENT FROM THE 
GREEN MOVEMENT 
COMMITTEE OF NABC I 

concerning the formation of a 

Green political organization 
in the United States of America 

Recognizing the urgency of our 
planetary situation and the oppor- 
tunities for choosing new direc- 
tions, Green political movements 
are arising around the world. None 
of the traditional political forces, 
whether from left, right or center, is 
responding adequately to the des- 
truction of ecosystems and the web 
of crises related to that destruction. 

Currently there is great interest 
irl many quarters of the United 
States informing a Green political 
organization. It seems certain that 
such an organization will emerge 
in the near future. It is essential 
that this organization have a bio- 
centric vision — one which puts the 
needs of all life forms at the center 
of decision-making. 

Furthermore, as individual bio- 
regionalists, we recognize the need 
for bioregional principles and 
practices to be secured and protec- 
ted, cooperatively and in a decen- 
tralized manner, through a Green 
political organization. Such an 
organization should focus on open, 
democratic planning and political 
action supportive of local and 
regional autonomy and interde- 
pendence as reflected in the bio- 
regional model. 

We believe that to be effective a 
Green political organization must 


originate from a broad base of 
support, from natural allies con- 
cerned with ecological politics and 
social justice, peace and nonvio- 
lence, local and regional self- 
management and grassroots 
democracy. If the emerging Green 
political organization does indeed 
reflect these basic bioregional con- 
cerns, we urge support from bio- 
regional groups and individuals 
from, around the continent. 

Having described what went on 
in the Green politics committee of 
NABC I, or at least my own impres- 
sions of it, and with the clear under- 
standing that what follows is my 
own viewpoint and not necessarily 
that of any other member of the 
committee, I would like to outline 
my own approach to a Green posi- 
tion, with some additions and clar- 
ifications that seem necessary at 
this time. 

First of all, biocentrism is, to me, 
absolutely essential to a Green posi- 
tion, the vital, central core from 
which all other points derive. Bio- 
centrism is a matter of putting life 
at the center. All life, not just human 
life. All life, in balance. Orienting 
toward life in this way will bring 
about a realignment in virtually 
every sphere of human thought and 
action. 

As an extension of biocentric 
thinking, I would enlarge the con- 
cept of individual self-determina- 
tion to encompass seeing all living 
things as autonomous beings, living 
inner-directed lives to the extent 
that the lifeforce is allowed full 
expression. (This is rather obvious- 
ly true for every wild creature, and 
for every “tamed” creature given 
the chance, and even for trees and 
plants within their context, but for 
some reason it has not been obvious 
to many humans, even so far as 
their own species is concerned — 
perhaps these persons have been 
too preoccupied with trying to im- 
pose their will upon these other 
beings to notice that they are all 
inherently self-directed.) Recogni- 
tion of autonomy and potential for 
full expression of one’s being seems 
to me to be the principle underlying 
all specific points safeguarding 
individual human freedoms and 
protecting the rights of animals, 
plants and all of nature. Full recog- 
nition and exercise of human auto- 
nomy would also form the basis of 
“social defense,” laying the ground- 
work for resistance to exploitation 
or coercion in any form. 


I am further concerned with form- 
ulating a new model for under- 
standing ourselves, seeing ourselves 
as primates, within the context of 
the eocsystem, as the multipotential 
beings that we are. Clarifying our 
own reality should remove many 
apparent contradictions and confu- 
sions, and may help alleviate the 
paralyzing defeatism that keeps so 
many well-meaning persons im- 
mobilized today. 

To begin with, the difference be- 
tween “given” reality, physical, 
biological, actual reality, and human 
conceptualizations must be appre- 
ciated. It is importantly true that an 
oak tree is more “real” than the 
New York Stock Exchange, and the 
difference between them must be 
made clear. The New York Stock 
Exchange does not exist; rather, 
there exists a set of concepts, col- 
lectively agreed upon, within our 
minds which determines our human 
activities, which can in turn greatly 
affect biological reality. The dif- 
ferences are immense, yet strangely 
elusive to many. An important ram- 
ification is that human-created 
"reality” can withstand consider- 
able revision, and needs it. 

Primate biology, our species’ 
“given,” predisposes us for certain 
kinds of activity, but it also allows 
us the flexibility to choose how our 
biological tendencies will be ex- 
pressed, what forms we will give 
them. We have needs for food, shel- 
ter and social interaction that can 
be adequately met in many ways — 
there is certainly no biological 
reason why our present ways of 
doing things should be the only 
ways, and no real barrier to restruc- 
turing them other than the inertia 
of longstanding habit. 

There is, however, a biological 
basis for the concept of decentral- 
ization. Just as size was a consid- 
eration in maintaining the partici- 
patory nature of NABC I, so it would 
seem that there is an optimal size 
range for fully self-governing, self- 
sufficient groups of humans, and a 
size past which fully participatory 
democracy breaks down. Decentral- 
ization is also, of course, the key to 
freeing ourselves from dependence 
on nuclear and fossil fuels, pesti- 
cide-soaked monocultures, and 
industrialism generally - it’s a 
model not found in the repertoire 
of those who insist we “must” main- 
tain these undesirable and out- 
moded social constructs. 


As do our primate cousins, we 
also have a predisposition for group- 
orientation, and it is this trait that I 
consider responsible for the devel- 
opment and persistence of the 
nation-state. Like the New York 
Stock Exchange, the nation-state 
does not exist except as a concep- 
tualization within the human mind. 
That billions of lives, human and 
nonhuman alike, have been con- 
sumed in “defending” the imaginary 
lines that demarcate the various 
groups with which human indivi- 
duals identify themselves is a 
testament to the power of the group 
tendency within ourselves. Con- 
versely, that we are able to con- 
ceptualize the unnecessary and 
suicidal course we are presently 
following as an outgrowth of this 
tendency offers the hope that we 
will be able to self-correct and chan- 
nel it into other forms. Our strong 
sense of allegiance to the group can 
also work to save us, once we 
extend the boundaries of that group 
to include all life on Earth. Trans- 
cending the nation-state (and the 
other boundaries that have divided 
us against ourselves: racial, cultural, 
sexual, speciesist) may seem form- 
idable or even blasphemous to 
some, but it is a relatively easy task 
for others, especially for those who 
did, at one time, “imagine there’s 
no countries.” This is a problem of 
software, not hardware, and we can 
rewrite our own programs! 

And finally, while the nuclear 
peril, deriving as it does from this 
mischanneling of group “defense,” 
can be dismantled once its nature 
is understood and the decision 
made, reattaining a healthy, sus- 
tainable balance among populations 
of different lifeforms will be more 
difficult - human overpopulation 
is a matter of biological, not con- 
ceptual, reality, and correction in a 
nonviolent, noncoercive manner 
will take more time, but there is no 
reason to think it cannot be done. I 
have a hunch that great strides can 
be made with widespread educa- 
tion, particularly education and 
empowerment of women, globally, 
and with the new developments in 
communications media such strides 
may occur much more rapidly than 
the present computer modellers — 
operating under the assumptions 
of the old paradigm - would have 
us believe. But life in balance must 
be our goal; the old environmental- 
ists’ dichotomy between seeing a 
being either as an individual or as a 
member of a population must be 
supplanted by a vision of all beings 
as both individuals and members of 
population groups within the bal- 
ance of the whole system. The 
double standard that allows 
humans to escape perceiving them- 
selves as a species and other beings 
as individuals must be eliminated 
as both denying nonhuman auto- 
nomy and leading to further pop- 
ulational imbalance. 

There are tentative plans for a 
Green political organization found- 
ing convention in the spring of 1 985. 
In the meantime, interested persons 
are encouraged to provide input; 
correspondence is being collected 
c/o Green Movement, P.0. Box 
19324, Washington, DC 20036. I 
strongly urge members of Earth 
First! to become involved in Green 
politics at some level so as to ensure 
the movement will be centered on 
a biocentric core. 


Ronnie Hawkins is a physician in 
Gainesville, Florida. She is active in 
the Bioregional, Animal Rights, 
Green Politics and Earth First! 
movements. 
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Over Labor Day Weekend, a group 
of activists opposed to Project ELF 
finished dismantling the Navy’s sur- 
vey of the antenna in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, Calling themselves 
“Elfbusters,” the activists sloshed 
through the cold bogs and woodland 
of Michigamme State Forest, manag- 
ing to remove the remaining 14 miles 
of the antenna easement route. The 
Elfbusters claimed hundreds of sur- 
vey stakes, ribbons and benchmarks 
as “antiwar booty,” and vowed that 
they would continue obstructing the 
construction of ELF. 

“The judges and politicians have 
abandoned the democratic process in 
their zeal to build ELF in the UP,” 
said one of the Elfbusters, a resident 
of Crystal Falls, Michigan, “Even 
though a strong majority of UP resi- 
dents have voted against ELF. It’s 
about time we took matters in our 
own hands. We had to raise the 
stakes, so to speak.” 

The U.S. Navy proposes building 
56 miles of the ELF antenna in the 
UP, to be used to signal its missile- 
carrying submarines, with a pro- 
jected testing date of March, 1986. 
Three miles of poles and one ground 
terminal have already been con- 
structed. A federal court injunction 
against the construction, filed on en- 
vironmental grounds, was recently 
lifted by the Chicago Court of Ap- 
peals and the U.S. Supreme Court on 
“national security” grounds. Once 
completed, the Michigan antenna 
would be coordinated via telephone 
cable with the 28 mile antenna built 
in Wisconsin in 1969. 

“Once construction is finished, it 
may be too late to stop ELF,” said 
an Elfbuster, a cartography student 
from Madison, Wsconsin, “It will be 
a foot-in-the-door for a much larger 
antenna, and the communications 
system would then be in place for a 


nuclear war launched from the sea. 
It must be stopped through direct ac- 
tion before it begins operating.” 

The Elfbusters say that they began 
slowly dismantling the survey line 
last fall and this summer, with over 
40 people of all ages participating 
from Michigan and other states, and 
with aid from 100 others. The last 
stakes were removed by 16 Elfbusters 
Sunday before Labor Day, they say. 
Two antiwar groups, Citizens for Al- 
ternatives to Trident/E LF, based in 
the UP, northern Wsconsin and Min- 
nesota, and Wsconsin Project Dis- 
arm, based in Madison, announced 
Monday that their memberships will 


participate in the “Elfbuster Move- 
ment.” One current project of the 
movement is to send pulled stakes to 
public officials who support ELF, and 
ask UP residents who spot ELF con- 
struction to “contact the Elfbusters.” 

Another Elfbuster from Iron 
River, Michigan, said, “We can’t go 
around just begging politicians to 
stop nuclear weapons systems. We 
have to rely more on ourselves, and 
take action ourselves. We don’t want 
the military to control the affairs of 
the UP and the country, and we think 
that common people can stop ELF 
with a little imagination and guts.” 

The response of the Navy to the 


stake-raising has been low-key. In a 
press statement, Captain Roland L. 
Koontz USN, the ELF program man- 
ager, said that the Navy would begin 
surveying just ahead of construction 
crews, to prevent dismantling by pro- 
testers. After Koontz’s statement, 
the Elfbuster from Crystal Falls was 
undisturbed. “Whenever they re- 
spond to us, we’ll respond back,” she 
said. When asked of possible legal re- 
percussions stemming from the direct 
action, she replied, “We ain't afraid 
of no feds.” 


ELFBUSTERS PULL STAKES IN MICHIGAN 


Letter s continued 

philosophy — “authentic relation- 
ship,” “hidden life of our being,” and 
“diverse relationship with the vitality 
of nature” — describe nothing that 
cannot better be achieved in ways 
that do not involve killing, even as- 
suming that such phrases describe 
anything at all. 

Philip Chamberlain 

To the Editor: 

My native region is the Finger 
Lakes of New York State. According 
to Iroquoian myth, these lakes are 
the fingerprints of the Creator as he 
withdrew his hand from the Creation, 
left as evidence of his work. Before 
the last glaciation, these lakes 
drained to the south, into the Sus- 
quehanna and Ohio. Ten thousand 
years ago, the last glacier left a 
moraine “plug” in the south-flowing 
streams, and lakes began to find their 
own drainage north to Ontario Lake 
and the St. Lawrence River. The 
river system which now carries their 
water is called the Oswego. 

But we have our own breed of pests 
in this area, perhaps related to the 
“freddies” of the West. These critters 
go by the name of the Army Corps 
of Engineers; Corpse is an ample de- 
scription of their work; it’s also the 
way they see Mother Earth. 

The Corpse believes it can improve 
on the Creation; these fingerprints 
are messy business. Because they’ve 
been studying the Oswego River for 
ten years and are afraid to spend so 
much time and energy and money in 
study without “results,” they have 
jiggled the cost/benefit figures (fi- 
gures don't lie but liars figger) and 
have arrived at a solution to the 
“problems” of Keuka and Canadaigua 


Lakes. The Corpse must have some 
fine figgerers because they’ve found 
a “problem” where most local resi- 
dents thought they just had lakes. 
And good, deep, clean lakes at that. 

From their crenelated towers in 
Buffalo, the Corpse has scanned our 
lakes and has decided to channelize 
parts of the Oswego River and to con- 
struct “flow control structures.” Then 
they will be able to “draw down” 
these lakes in the fall and winter and 
allow for spring refill without flood- 
ing. They pull the plug and, whoosh, 
no problem. Sound familiar? 

On a more serious note, the Corpse 
plan will eliminate and damage many 
square miles of wetland habitat, will 
disrupt fish and wildlife populations 
in the lakes and river, will cause 
floods on new sections of the river, 
and very probably will not abate 
flooding along the lakeshore. Most 
cottage owners on the lake built and 
bought properties because the lakes 
were there and in full knowledge that 
the lakes are subject, like all things, 
to seasonal fluctuations. I am not sur- 
prised that the Corpse should be so 
anxious to spend $4 million in public 
funds to improve on the Creation; 
that seems perfectly consistent with 
their record. What does surprise me, 
however, is that most local residents 
don’t seem to give a damn. I am hop- 
ing that as public awareness of the 
project grows, folks will speak up 
with a solid “no” to this project. 
Perhaps your readers, particularly 
those in New York (though any one 
can fee 1 free to join in), could be of 
some help in determining the future 
of this project. If they would just jot 
“Hands off the Finger Lakes” on' a 
postcard and send it to: 

Dr. Stephen Yaksich 


U.S. Army Engineer District, 
Buffalo 

1776 Niagara Street 

Buffalo, NY 14207 

maybe they’ll begin to get the idea 
that there are folks out in the world 
who enjoy the Creation just the way 
it is, and prefer it left alone. Readers 
can also feel free to add whatever exp- 
letives seem appropriate and will 
help to get the message across. 

Thanks for your help. 

— Mud Puppy 

Dear Earth First! 

Senegal Doren’s In Search of 
Natural Theology in the June 20 
Earth First! expresses a perhaps 
mostly unconscious hunger in 
modern thought. As Carl Jung said, 
“There are no longer any gods we 
can invoke to help us. The great 
religions of the world suffer from 
increasing anemia, because the 
helpful numina have fled from the 
woods, rivers and mountains, and 
from animals, and the god-men have 
disappeared underground into the 
unconscious. There we fool our- 
selves that they lead an ignominious 
existence among the relics of our 
past.” 

Early Christianity with its 
emphasis on goodwill toward men’ 
was more ‘natural’ than the tortured 
theologies (which compete among 
themselves) that have grown out of 
it. 

But the modern despoilers of 
nature are not only protagonists of 
the ‘old time religion’ or cynical 
money grabbers bent on exploita- 
tion for personal profit. They are 
also the people used to having good 
jobs that are dependent on indus- 
tries that deplete natural resources 


farmers, loggers and fishermen, 
government bureaucrats (hear! 
hear!)) and consumers who de- 
mand an ever increasing standard 
of living: All of them leave behind a 
vast wasteland of pollution that 
threatens to permanently despoil 
the earth. The culprits are us; we 
are all, to a considerable extent, 
both perpetrators and victims of 
onrushing industrial civilization. 

Severe shocks and great catas- 
trophes are imminent. In the long 
stream of human history, which is 
itself only a moment in the longer 
history of this earth, the present 
mini-moment of ‘high psychic 
temperature’ as Teilhard de Chardin 
called this time of, and following, 
two world wars, must be a very 
short-lived phenomenon. 

— Everett Whea.ldon 
Port Tbwnsend, WA 

Hello Earth Firstlers, 

I have just read the last two issues 
of Earth First! and have to rate it as 
one of the most relevant magazines 
in North America. I am sure the trees 
and nature kingdoms applaud and 
bless the efforts of Earth Firstlers 
everywhere. 

Well-designed and tended 
plantings of useful and esthetic 
plants around our homes and in our 
villages, towns, and cities can supply 
enough food and useful products 
that vast areas of presently 
commercial (sic) forest and 
agricultural lands can be allowed to 
return to wilderness. In other words, 
a paradise around our habitations 
and wilderness in the backyard. 
Beyond a doubt the knowledge and 
capacities to do this are' now 
available. 

It would simply call for stopping 
societal waste. In particular, 
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MOTHER JONES DUBS JOHN 
CROWELL “REAGANMATE OF 
THE MONTH” 

Forest Service Chiefs Policies Said to 
Threaten Fishing and Recreation 
Areas 

Mother Jones magazine has dubbed 
John Crowell “Reaganmate of the 
Month.” Crowell, Agriculture De- 
partment assistant secretary in 
charge of the Forest Service, thus 
joins a list of 12 lesser-known mem- 
bers of the Reagan Administration 
profiled by Mother Jones in recent 
months. 

While maintaining a profile “as low 
as a clearcut forest,” says author 
Francesca Lyman, “Crowell has man- 
aged to overhaul agency procedures 
in a way that will threaten fishing and 
recreation areas for decades to 
come.” According to the article, he 
has beefed up the budget for timber- 
cutting minerals, and road-building 
while cutting back on funds for 
wildlife and reforestation. 

The Mother Jones article also as- 
serts that Crowell is selling off more 
federally owned timber than ever be- 
fore — and, like James Watt’s coal and 
oil leases, at factory outlet prices. A 
recent congressional study estimated 
that the Forest Service could be los- 
ing up to $155 million a year by under- 
pricing federal timber. 

There are signs, though, that 
Crowell may find it difficult to main- 
tain his low profile. He has recently 
been plagued by a number of ques- 
tions about his relationship to his 
former employer, Louisiana-Pacific, 
the nation’s largest buyer of federal 
timber. 

RONNIE’S CONCERN FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT 

Oh, my throbbin’ thrombosis! 
Ronald Reagan has received a 
bearskin rug from an admiring friend 
who shot a 320-pound black bear in 
the Maine woods. Saul Cohen, the 
bear's murderer, who probably fan- 
cies himself a sportsman, is also a car- 
diologist and provides medical ser- 
vices for the White House. 

Cohen admires the president very 
much. The toady fungo says that he 
gave the rug to Reagan “as a show 
of my admiration for him and as a de- 
monstration of his concern for the en- 
vironment.” 

Pass me the pacemaker before I 
have a myocardial infarction! 

— The Grouch 


rechanneling the energy, resources 
and peoplepower now going into 
military channels into Earth healing 
channels. The world needs millions 
of Earth First!ers standing in front 
of bulldozers and munitions 
factories. 

The world also needs tens of 
millions of people doing Earth 
healing projects. Planting trees, 
seeding native grasses and 
wildflowers, stopping gullies, etc., 
etc. 

The CHIPKO MOVEMENT in 
India is an example of people doing 
both at once. The Chipko hill people 
in the Himalayas hug trees around 
their villages and on the 
mountainsides. They also develop 
cooperative, small-scale industries 
using local resources. If there hasn’t 
been an in-depth report of the Chipko 
movement in India in th e Earth First 
journal then I hope there soon will 
be. 

Towards a more beautiful & 
bountiful Earth 
Michael Pilarski 

Friends of the Trees 
P.O. Box 1064 
Tonasket, WA 98855 
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EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & 
TRINKETS 
Earth First! 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

LOCAL GROUP 
COORDINATION 
Marcy Willow 
Oregon Earth First! 

POB 3953 
Eugene, OR 97403 

EARTH FIRST! 
FOUNDATION 
POB 6206 

Sante Fe, NM 87501 

MIDDLE SANTIAM 
BLOCKADE HQ 
824 SW 10th St. 

Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 754-9151 or 
753-8725 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

612 Kyoto-shi, Fushimi-ku 
Fukakusa, Sanoyashiki-cho, 
21-1 

Tanaka-kata 
Kyoto, JAPAN 
(075) 643-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 31 Munda 

Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

POB 1756 
Juneau, AK 99802 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 

POB 21 

Areata, CA 9552 1 
(707)822-8136 

Bakersfield - Jay Skiles 

205 Universe *A 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(805)327-1711 

Berkeley - Karen Pickett 

POB 83 Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)548-2220(EcologyCenter) 
376-7329 H 

Cayucos — Tom Banks 

81 9th 

Cayucos, CA 93430 

Chico - Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico, CA 95927 
(916)342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno, CA 93704 

Julian — John C. Wilburn 

POB 563 
Julian, CA 92036 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

Monterey — Keith Vandevere 

867 Lottie Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(408) 646-9541 

San Diego — Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Leucadia. CA 92024 
(619) 436-3927 

San Francisco — Greg Dubs 

968 Page Street No. 6 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 864-3260 

Turlock - 
Don Presley 

POB 1300 
Turlock, CA 9538 1 
(209)634-8741 

Ukiah — Tom Forest 

POB 204 

Calpella, CA 95418 

COLORADO 
Boulder — Richard Ling 

1020 1 3th *K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

2439 10th St. 

Boulder, CO 80302 
(303) 449-3357 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850Laporte *B9 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 


GRASSROOTS EARTH FIRST! - 
AN ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION 
The grassroots structure of Earth First! is partly that of 
a movement and partly that of a specific organization. 
It ranges from active, functioning Earth First! groups 
covering an entire state or region (such as New Mexico 
EF!, Florida EF!, San Francisco Bay Area EF! or Missoula 
EF!) to more or less affiliated groups (such as the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association, Western Colorado 
State College Whitewater Club or Appalachian Survival). 
Some of these groups put out their own newsletters or 
regular mailings, some have meetings, all do things. There 
are also a number of areas where there is not an actual 
EF! group but where there is a local contact for EF!. 
There are others that fall somewhere in between. If you 
want to become locally active with Earth First!, contact 
the person listed for your area (this listing makes no 
effort at division of actual groups and contacts). If no one 
is listed for your area, and you would like to be a local 
contact or have a local EF! group listed, please send your 
name, address and phone number to Earth First! 


Golden — Forest 
16815 W. 10th Avenue 
Golden, CO 80401 
(303) 278-2097 

Gunnison — Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison, CO 81230 
(303) 641-2829 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 

Box 1(X)8 

Telluride, CO 81435 
(303) 728-4301 

CONNECTICUT 
Nina Churchman 

Yale Divinity School 
409 Prospect Street 
New Haven, CT 06510 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA 
Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

OR 

TfiK^Gtenolcien PI 
Manassas, VA 222 1 1 
(703) 361-2239 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 85th Ct. 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(904) 495-9203 

HAWAII 

Kamahine 

POB 718 

Honolulu, HI 96808 
(808) 531-0375 

IDAHO 

Boise — Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Ketchum - CW Pomeroy 

Box 1765 

Ketchum. II) 83340 

Southeast — Rod Adams 

87 Loueila 

Black foot, ID 83221 

(208)785-2182 

ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 

240 Dover Circle 
Lincolnshire Woods 
Lake Forrest, IL 60045 
(312) 295-2771 

KANSAS 
Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS 66066 

LOUISIANA 
Stephen Duplantier 
POB 512 

Abita Springs, LA 70420 

MAINE 
Gary Lawless 
Box 687 

South Harpswell, ME 04079 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MI) 21209 
(301)367-8855 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Elfin Permaculture 
POB 202 

Orange, MA 10364 
(617) 544-7810 


MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 

1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 

Missoula — Barb Steele 
Rt 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(406) 745-3212 

OR 

Rose Zechman 

POB 622 

Milltown, MT 59851 
(406) 258-6014 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

2928 N 83rd *234 
Omaha, NE 68134 
(402)571-5629 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bill Chamberlin 

RR 1, Box 225 
Alstead Center, NH 03602 

NEW JERSEY 
Stacey Washko 

59 Handy Street 

New Brunswick, NJ 08903 

(201)249-2561 

NEW MEXICO 
Roy Durfee 

POB 40219 

Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 266-0464 

OR 

.Allison Brody 

7074A 12th NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 243-0427 

Santa Fe - Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 

Buffalo — Alternative Press 

56 Harriman Hall 

SUNY 

Buffalo, NY 14214 
(716) 831-241 2 

Rochester — Gary Bennett 

127 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14607 
(716)461-0797 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville — Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs, 011 45387 

OREGON 

Corvallis — Cecelia Ostrow 

824 SW 10th St 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 754-9151 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 
POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 
(503) 432-2165 


Eugene — Isabel Archer 

POB 3953 
Eugene. OR 97403 
(503) 686-4356 

Grants Pass — 

Steve Marsden 

POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland — Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg - David Hafer 

POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

TENNESSEE 
Gordon M. Burghardt 

Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
(615) 974-3300 

TEXAS 

Austin — David Orr 
2610 Rio Grande 
Austin, TX 78705 

Dallas/ Ft. Worth — 

Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln *201 
Garland, TX 75041 

Gatlin Mitchell 

1730 6th Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76110 

UTAH 

Escalante - Robert Weed 

Box 348 

Escalante, UT 84726 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
(801)355-2154 

VERMONT 

Burlington Environmental 
Alliance 

POB 9233 

South Burlington, VT 05401 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON 
Larry Monroe 

13747 Ashworth Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98133 

Shelton — Mel Winge 

3000 Johns Prairie Road No. 14 
Shelton, WA 98584 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 

Eagle- Eco- Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 
1 109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt, WI 54481 
(715)344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715)344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608)241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 

Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

1 13 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 
(414)625-3816 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Laramie — Ric Hoogestradt 

Box 4006 University Station 
Laramie, WY 82071 
(307) 766-3097 


SEIBERLING COMES 

TO IDAHO by Rick Johnson 



When it comes to wilderness and 
its values there is nothing better 
than seeingaplace firsthand, right? 
How can someone who has never, 
seen a particular wilderness area 
have the right to decide its fate? 

Well, Idaho has a bunch of pristine 
wild land that is on the auction block 
right now - over 8.5 million acres - 
more than any state beside Alaska, 
and our dear elected representative, 
Senator James McClure, wants to 
give it all away. 

Luckily there are a few folks in 
Washington who care more about 
wilderness than keeping multi- 
national campaign contributors 
happy. One of those few is Rep. John 
Sieberling, D-Ohio, who is the chair 
of the House Public Lands and 
National Parks Subcommittee, the 
committee through which all wil- 
derness bills must go. 

Through piles of testimony, hun- 
dreds of letters, and alot ofbitching 
and moaning, we’ve tried to tell 
Sieberling just how important Ida- 
ho’s wilderness is. We’ve tried to 
bring the mountains to Washington 
and in so doing have brought Wash- 
ington to the mountains. 

Because of the tremendous 
amount of mail he received, Sieber- 
ling decided he had to see the place 
for himself, and with other members 
of the powerful subcommittee, he 
came fora tour of the roadless lands 
he has heard so much about. 

Here, in the Wood River Valley, 
surrounded by exceptional wilder- 
ness areas on three sides, we had 
two opportunities to express our- 
selves. 

First, there was a reception spon- 
sored by the Ketchum City Council 
where Rep. Peter Kostmayer, D-PA, 
blasted Idaho’s pitiful delegation 
and declared that the wilderness 
question is not for the Idaho delega- 
tion to decide. “It’s not just an Idaho 
issue, it’s an American issue,” Kost- 
mayer told the group. Sieberling 
added that, “those lands belong to 
every state in the union.” Elsewhere 


LOCAL GROUP COORDINATION 


Although Earth First! is more 
of a movement than a formal 
organization and all Earth First! 
local, state or regional groups are 
independent, there is still a need 
for some central coordination and 
communication. Marcy Willow, 
Associate Editor of Earth First!, 
is offering to serve that clearing- 
house function. She will be in 


charge of updating the Earth 
First! Directory page and all ad- 
dress changes and new contacts 
should be sent to Marcy. She will 
send out periodic memos fo local 
contacts with suggestions for or- 
ganizing and action. Reports for 
publication in Earth First! on 
activities of local EF! groups 
should also be sent to Marcy 


instead of directly to the news- 
paper. Contact Marcy at: Oregon 
Earth First! POB 3953, Eugene, 
OR 97403 (503) 343-2048. Re- 
quests for additional copies of 
Earth First! to distribute or for 
wholesale orders of EF! T-shirts, 
hats, bumperstickers, etc., for 
local EF! groups to sell should 
still be sent to Nancy Morton c/o 
the Earth First! newspaper. 


McClure has stated that easterners 
don’t understand the issue and that 
they have no business deciding Ida- 
ho’s future. It sounded like they 
understood the issue to us. 

“I’m not here to tell you what to 
do with it,” Sieberling told the group 
of conservationists, “I’m here to 
listen and take the information I 
get back to Congress, and they will 
decide.” 

And listen he did. The next day 
over seventy of us hiked up to Pi- 
oneer Cabin, a small cabin nestled 
on a 10,000-foot ridge overlooking 
the Pioneer Mountains. We all rose 
and cheered as the four helicopter 
entourage landed before us. Sieber- 
ling spoke of the great value of 
Idaho’s wilderness and how it 
should be protected for all future 
generations. In his flight to the cabin, 
Sieberling passed over herds of elk, 
saw mountain goats, and some of 
the most beautiful wilderness in the 
nation. As he spoke and listened to 
our concerns, huge thunderheads 
grew in the north spouting lightning, 
thunder, rain and hail. “You better 
protect it," the gods seemed to be 
saying. 

As the helicopters rose from the 
ridge, we ail were left with a feeling 
of optimism. But now, with Sieber- 
ling back in Washington, DC (the 
real wilderness), only time will tell 
if he really did listen to us. 

It’s no time to be complacent. We 
still have much work to do. To get 
what we want you will have to help, 
and do it now! 

WHAT TO DO 

Write Rep. John Sieberling, 
House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC, and ask that all 8.5 
million acres of Idaho National 
Forest Roadless Lands be desig- 
nated as wilderness. 

EARTH FIRST! 

RAINFOREST OFFICE 

Veteran environmental 
activist and film maker (Four 
Corners At The Crossroads; The 
Cracking of Glen Canyon Damn) 
Randy Hayes has taken on the 
task of coordinating Earth First! 
rainforest issues and actions. 
Randy can be contacted c/o 
Friends of the Earth, 1045 
Sansome St, San Francisco, CA 
94111 (415) 433-7373. To 
work with Earth First! on 
rainforest issues, please 
communicate directly with 
Randy and not the Tucson or Ely 
offices. The Yule issue of 
EARTH FIRST! will have an 
update on rainforest issues. 


Page 10 Earth First! November 1, 1984 




EARTH FIRST! 
COMES TO ALASKA 


Employees and visitors at Denali 
National Park, Alaska, were treated 
to a double dose of wilderness 
promotion August 19 when Earth 
First! editor Dave Foreman showed 
up for a visit to the 6 million acre 
home of grizzly bears, moose, 
caribou and Dali sheep. 

After getting a note earlier from 
Dave about his tentative visit to the 
Park, I put up a few posters saying 
that he would be speaking after a 
Sunday evening slide program. I was 
getting a little nervous when Dave 
still hadn’t shown up the day of the 
program (lots of EFlers were anxious 
to meet with him). About an hour 
before the slide program, I found him 
sitting next to a campfire near Riley 
Creek. When we got to the 
auditorium, nearly 200 people had 
gathered to watch Mike Gianne- 
chini's slide presentation “Beyond 
the Road’s Edge” and listen to this 
wilderness fanatic, Foreman. Mike, 
who gives Tundra Wildlife Tours in 
Denali, presented a superb program 
of his photographs set to music 
which captured the essence of 
Denali’s wilderness. The crowd was 
primed for excitement. 

Foreman took the stage to talk 
about his trip to Alaska. He got 


by Willy Dunne 

everyone’s attention by telling a 
story about bumping into two griz in 
Denali’s backcountry (by the end of 
the story, he was nearly as 
impressive as a griz himself). Dave 
then went on to capture the 
audience’s imagination and fired up 
some inspiration as he raged on with 
his unique brand of wilderness 
philosophy. 

A discussion session followed with 
talk about moral obligations to 
protect wilderness and Earth First! 
activities and strategies. Several 
Alaska issues were discussed 
including the proposed capture of 
Orcas by Sea World, the cutting of 
America’s last temperate rainforest 
in the Tongass National Forest, the 
proposed damning of the Susitna 
River, oil & gas development in 


Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and 
threats to newly designated National 
Parks (see article in coming Yule 
issue). 

The crowd was visibly moved and 
impressed. People are still talking 
about the event around here and are 
planning some of their own 
strategies to protect Alaska's 
wilderness. 

Earth First! is working on 
developing a policy on Alaskan 
lands, a hard-line stance on 
America’s last big wilderness. If 
you’d like to work on this project or 
have comments or suggestions, 
write to: Willy Dunne, PO Box 112, 
Denali Park, AZ 99755. 

Willy Dunne lives in Denali 
National Park, Alaska, where he is a 
tour bus driver. 



1984 — WILDERNESS 
BOOM OR BUST? 


Yes, there were a lot of wilderness 
bills passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President Reagan in 
1984. But how do we judge 1984? 
Was it the banner year for 
wilderness in the Lower 48? Or was 
it the year in which we legitimated 
the destruction of more wilderness 
than ever before? 

Mike McCloskey, Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club, takes the 
first view. In a letter sent to Sierra 
Club activists in those states with 
wilderness bills, he writes: 

This year the Sierra Club has had 
spectacular success in preserving 
wilderness. Consider: Fully one- 
fourth of all the "lower 48" land in 
our National Wilderness Preservation 
System has been added by acts of 
Congress this year! Yours is one of the 
20 states that has benefitted from this 
success (or one of two states that 
almost benefitted — Colorado and 
Idaho). 

But Professor Bill Devall, long- 
time grassroots wilderness activist 
and student of Deep Ecology, 
wonders about our “victory." In his 
editorial in this issue of Earth First!, 
Devall writes: 

The Wilderness Acts of 1984 could 
be titled the "Wilderness Destruction 
Acts of 1984." These overly 
compromised Acts include language 
which “ releases ” millions of acres of 


roadless areas — wilderness — for 
mining, oil and gas development, 
logging, road-building, off-road- 
vehicle use, " jeep trails, ” massive ski 
resorts and water development 
projects. 

In the Yule issue of Earth First!, 
we hope to examine this question in 
some depth. We will chart the 
wilderness protected and the 
wilderness lost in the Wilderness 
Acts of 1984. Experienced 
wilderness defenders from 
Wyoming, Oregon, California, Utah, 
Arizona and other states will offer 
the reasons why they see no cause 
for joy in Mike McCloskey’s 
“spectacular success." The other 
side will be presented by wilderness 
supporters who feel that we did gain 
more than we lost in 1984. And, we 
will try to identify the directions to 
take now to preserve the wilderness 
not included in the Wilderness Acts 
of 1984. 

If you have thoughts — either way 
or somewhere in between — to 
contribute to our special discussion 
“1984 - WILDERNESS BOOM OR 
BUST?," send them to Earth First! 
POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 by 
December 1. (We particularly would 
welcome input from states east of 
the Rockies.) 


MATHESON SUPPORTS BURR TRAIL DESTRUCTION 


(Ed. note: For several years. Gov. Scoll 
Matheson of Utah has acquired an 
undeserved — we think — reputation 
as something of an environmentalist. 
He has even been rumored to be a 
leading contender for Sec. of the 
Interior if Walter Mondale is elected 
President. This letter Mathcson 
sent Earth First'.er Bob Kaspar should 
dispel any fantasties about him and 
prepare desert lovers for a long, hard 
battle to stop the paving of the Burr 
Trail.) 

Dear Mr. Kaspar, 

Thank you for sharing your views 
with me regarding the proposed 
Boulder-Bullfrog Scenic Road, 
known more commonly as the "Burr 
Trail.” I support this proposal which 
has been thoroughly reviewed by the 
Utah Department of Transporta- 
tion, Utah Travel Council, Utah 


Department of Natural Resources, 
and the National Park Service. 

These agencies have determined 
that the Burr Trail project is in the 
best interest of the state of Utah, 
Utah’s tourists, and the tourism 
industry in general. The economic 
priorities involved are always 
subject to legitimate differing 
opinions. However, our studies show 
this project is needed and justifiable. 

Studies also indicate that the 
present road is not adequate for 
those it. serves. It is not an all- 
weather road as is evidenced by 
frequent washouts. The proposed 
new road will be an all-weather road . 
The proposed road is not an attempt 
to provide “a shortcut” from Bryce 
Canyon National Park to Capitol 
Reef National Park. Its purpose is to 
provide a vital link in the overall 
regional tourism-recreation 


development envisioned for 
southern Utah. 

The Bullfrog/Halls Crossing 
complex on Lake Powell would 
become the Utah equivalent of the 
Wahweap development on Lake 
Powell in Arizona. The soon-to-be 
dedicated ferry operating between 
the Halls Crossing and Bullfrog 
marinas, along with the Boul- 
der/Bullfrog Scenic Road, would 
provide both a destination and a 
complementary scenic thoroughfare 
in the heart of Utah's scenic and 
recreation resources. Through the 
implementation of this transporta- 
tion system all southern Utah scenic 
and recreation areas would benefit. 

The need for an economic boost to 
southern Utah through increased 
tourism becomes even more 
significant in view of recent 
personnel reductions by major 


industries in this area of Utah. 
Completion of these projects will 
open a great travel resource area that 
currently limits the use by tourists 
because of inadequate transporta- 
tion facilities. Enhanced by 
companion transportation projects 
in the area, the Burr Trail 
improvement promises to increase 
tourists from California for Bullfrog 
and other scenic areas. 

The Burr Trail project did not 
receive an appropriation during the 
recent Special Session of the Utah 
State Legislature, but I anticipate 
that the proposal will be considered 
again during the 1985 General 
Session. 

Sincerely. 

Scott M. Matheson 
Governor 




The All Species Day Parade at the Democratic National Convention in San Francisco, 1984 

- photos by David Cross. 
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DOWN - BUT NOT OUT-AT ROXBY DOWNS 

by Alice Hungerford 


( Editor's note: Australia continues to 
set the standard for the world 
environmental movement. Fresh from 
efforts to prevent the reading of the 
Daintree Forest in northern 
Queensland (see EF! June 20, 1984, 
pgs 14-15; andEFI August 1, 1984, pg 
10), the Nomadic Action Group 
(NAG) proceeded this summer (their 
winter) a continent away to the desert 
landscape of Roxby Downs in the state 
of South Australia. Alice Hungerford 
reports on the drama of the attack by 
police and calls for help from 
America . . .) 

Thursday, 14th August 
Roxby Vigil 

Dear Earth First! 

Greetings from the desert! I write 
to tell you of one of the most vital 
actions taking place in Australia 
today. Ten days ago (Saturday 4 
August), our camp was forcibly 
evicted by Roxby management and a 
force of 25 “Star Force" police — a 
South Australian tactical response 
squad. 

The occurrences of that day are 
hard to describe — but I will try. 

A police inspector and a 
representative of the Crown Lands 
Department arrived at 1 PM and 
gave us one hour’s notice to pack up 
our year-oid camp, dismantle the 
structures and leave. We asked for 
time, explaining that our truck was 
600km away in Adelaide and we 
required transport. A director of 
mines called off the discussion and 
they left. We began dismantling our 
tee-pee. packing up our swags and 
our papers when suddenly this 
squad of police arrived, twitching for 
a brawl. 

Amongst our camp was Max 
Thomas, Elder of the Kookatha 
people — the aboriginal tribe who 
once lived and care-took this' land. 
Also present was Annie and her two- 
week-old baby (who was conceived 
and lived his whole life on the sand 
dune between the mineshaft and the 
pilot plant), two other small children 
aged 5 & 7, three other women, and 
five men. 

We sat in a circle around the fire 
and said that we required more time, 
that we did not appreciate that all 
exits from the area had been blocked 
and the phone cut off, thus ending 
any possibility of complying with 
their demands. The conversation 
was cut short as the police started 
grabbing people from behind and 
dragging them away — they threw 
punches, kicked ribs and were 
generally brutal — none of us 
reacted in any stronger way than 
going limp or asking to be able to 
walk . . . all on deaf ears. 

Max, an old man of 70-odd years, 
was kneed in the stomach which 
winded him; Annie and baby were 
dragged and had to work very hard to 
keep from being thrown over. None 
of us were allowed to grab any of our 
possessions or drive our own 
vehicles. I managed to grab some 
nappies off the line, and the baby's 
cradle. Meg ran over the dune to get 
the nappies off the far line and two 
police grabbed her and almost broke 
her arm for trying to hang on to the 
nappies. 

Anyway, we made it to 
Andamooka, the nearest town (45 
km away). Shortly afterwards, a tip- 
truck arrived with some of our 
possessions and tipped them out. 

Unfortunately, they burnt all the 
poles for the tee-pee and tipped out 60 
gallons of water — a very rare 
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substance in these parts — thus the 
nomads were homeless again . We are 
now camped just about 1 km south of 
a new hastily erected gate, blocking 
off all outside access to the proposed 
largest uranium mine in the world. 
We have been subjected to extreme 
police harrassment — physical and 
verbal violence, etc., etc. In this way, 
the Roxby Vigil continues . . . 

Next week there is a planned 
blockade of this mine by the 
Coalition for a Nuclear-Free 
Australia (CNFA), a coalition of 100 
different antinuclear groups around 
Australia. Twill be interesting to 
see what happens. Most of us feel 
that the time for symbolic, game- 
playing actions is well and truly 
over. What we must do is sit here and 
sit here, until 5,000 people are sitting 
here, and then walk in and close the 
mine. It requires all the people who 
are committed enough to come here 
for a week, not to go back, but to 
leave behind their wasted “consume- 
be silent-die” lives and do WHAT IS 
NECESSARY! Many times I’ve 
recently reminded myself of the 
truth: "No Compromise in the 
Defense of Mother Earth.” 

The history of this area is pretty 
horrific. In the early 1950s, the 
English and Australian defense 
departments did a series of atomic 
bomb tests at a place called 
Maralinga 600 miles to the 
northwest. They pretended there 
were no tribal people in the area, but 
in fact there were thousands and 
they and some of the lower ranking 
military were used as guinea pigs to 
see what effects the radiation from 
the bombs would have. Perhaps you 
have heard of the recent exposes 
about this — it's pitiful — the land 
and people were poisoned. The 
people were scattered and they were 
also made very ill by the radiation. At 
this same time, the Woomera Rocket 
Range (a military weapons testing 
area of hundreds of square miles) 
began. We are camped in the middle 
of it. (Max Thomas has sat here for 
41 years, as his grandfather told 
him.) 

The few remaining tribes who 
lived in this area were driven out by 
the Woomera Range. Roxby Downs 
is one of the richest, lushest areas 
around, with water at the 
moundsprings, food and shelter all 
around. It was a meeting place of the 
tribes, a significant special place. 
The other two such areas are already 
destroyed. 

About 90 miles to the southwest is 
Nurrangar, a US military base with 
unknown capabilities in regard to 
tracking of space activities, 
monitoring of "first-strike" and CIA 
activities all over the world. One 
wonders of its weapons stash when 
we are told that Australia does not 
have nuclear weapons? 

So, friends, please spread all of 
these words around as much as 
possible. We don't have contact with 
anyone else in America. This 
uranium mine to us in Australia is 
the source and the cause of much of 
the destruction of the earth. If you 
can gather any information via your 
Freedom of Information Act 
regarding American bases in 
Australia (Pine Gap, NW Cape, 
Nurrangar, Omega ...?), or US 
military or corporate involvement in 
the share holders of Roxby 
Management Services (Western 
Mining Company, British 
Petroleum, or whoever), please do. 

At present, the uranium mine is 
only l/200th of its proposed size — 
still stoppable. Some pertinent facts: 
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• Roxby Downs (Olympic Dam) 
Uranium Mine stands to be the 
largest in the world. 

• Roxby Downs will use 33 million 
litres of water per day from the 
great Artesian Basin which is 
already stressed to the limit. 

• Roxby Downs will dump 6 
million tonnes of radioactive, 
toxic tailings on the land every 
year in no containers for 30+ 
years. 

• Roxby Downs will poison the 
land, the plants, the animals and 
the birds of a large part of 
Australia by depleting the water 
basin and allowing some of the 
most poisonous substances in the 
world to replace the water. 

(Editor's note: If anyone would like to 
help the Roxby Vigil in research in the 
United States, we’ll be happy to send 
you additional information. Contact 
us at POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 
If you would like to correspond directly 
with the Roxby Vigil/ NAG, write c/o 
Post Office, Andamooka, 5722 South 
Australia AUSTRALIA. They will 
welcome your letters of support.) 

Alice Hungerford isan environmental 
activist in Australia with the 
Nomadic Action Group. 



FOLLOW THE RULES AND THE DRIVING IS EASY 


I’ve read and heard that some 
Earth First! members are not fond 
of California. I’ve heard terms like 
“Californicate” and references are 
made to the “mustard gas cloud” 
which hangs over Los Angeles. 
Clearly, such disparaging remarks 
indicate a lack of appreciation of 
the progressive nature of that lovely 
city. 

Apparently, it’s the large metro- 
politan areas which are most offen- 
sive. Many visitors seem to be put 
off by the customs we natives have 
acquired, especially those concern- 
ing the use of our automobiles. I 
submit that it’s a lack of under- 
standing of these customs which is 
the root cause of many of the 
problems. 

Thus, to help visitors who might 
be having difficulty, I’ve compiled a 
list of things to be aware of while 
driving about this fair state. 

But first, some definitions: 

Full stop - any speed below JO 
mph. 

Park - full stop. 

Brake - horn. 

Median - place to throw beer 
cans. 

Side window - ashtray. 

Garage — place to store $300 of 
junk. 

Driveway — place to store $20,000 
Winnebago. 


Street — place to store $12,000 
car. 

Bikeway - place to store derelict 
car. 

Pedestrian - impediment to free- 
flowing traffic. 

Turn signal - seldom-used, lever- 
activated device which comes on 
after a lane change. 

Fifty milleseconds - time re- 
quired for honking to start after light 
turns green. 

1. At an uncontrolled intersection, 
the junkiest car has the right-of-way. 

2. The customary freeway speed 
is 67.2 mph (at this speed you can 
be booked for both speeding and 
holding up traffic). 

3. Beware of aggressive little 
Volkswagens. 

4. The age and IQ of the driver 
behind you can be approximated 
from car size and following distance. 

5. When you give someone a little 
warning tap with your horn, they’ll 
signal back with agesture to let you 
know you’re No. 1. 

6. Be prepared. In case of an L.A. 
blizzard, get a pickup truck with 
four-wheel drive and nubby tires. 

7. If you can hear the other car’s 
stereo over your own, you lose. 

Welcome to California! 

— Bart Boyer 
San Diego 



WILDERNESS - THE GLOBAL CONNECTION 


by R.F. Mueller 


Attitudes toward wilderness in 
the popular mind are still confused 
but are generally dominated by 
mercantile principles of direct use 
and greatest monetary value of 
extractables. As Earth Firstlers we 
know that wilderness is right for its 
own sake — perhaps in the end the 
only "right” for this planet. Yet it is 
difficult to communicate this facet 
of enlightenment to others. It is 
discouraging that among many 
prominent wilderness advocates the 
highest attainment of comprehen- 
sion seems to be that wilderness is 
desirable merely as a source of 
recreation, nature solace, inspira- 
tion, etc., and that a little of it should 
be saved so our grandchildren can 
see what nature in the raw was like. 

Even our scientific experts can 
come up with little more than that 
isolated segments should be pre- 
served to protect genetic material 
of practical value to humans and 
for baseline studies to compare with 
an increasingly sullied world. Con- 
tributors to this journal deserve 
credit for exposing the inadequacy 
and shallowness of these truisms. 
Yet in the practical world, in the 
urgency to protect the large wil- 
derness necessary for the salvation 
of this planet we need to gather all 
t he arguments we can, building par- 
ticularly on the discoveries of 
science as well as on history and 
logic. We need also to swallow a little 
pride in our own enlightenment, to 
convince others as we are con- 
vinced. 

It turns out that nowhere do we 
have a stronger case than in global 
aspects of wilderness appreciation. 
Consider for a moment the role of 
wilderness in the big movements of 
human history, and in particular 
those of the last several hundred 
years when the industrial revolution 
accelerated putative domination of 
nature and fostered the idea of 
progress. Early in this period most 
of Europe was subjugated to inten- 
sive agriculture and later to mining 
and other industries. Forests were 
cut, marshes drained and wilder- 
ness-dependent wildlife eliminated 
or driven north and east.. Yet the 
followers of the late Rene Dubos 
might say that all this destruction 
didn’t visit calamity on Europe and 
that human culture was even cap- 
able of making “improvements” on 
nature that resulted in a tamed but 
still verdant and fruitful landscape. 
But is this really true? Can we really 
live in a world utterly dominated 
by the works of humankind? 

Although Europeans extirpated 
or beat back wilderness to the 
fringes of their continent, they were 
really as dependent on it as ever — a 
fact many of their greatest savants 
were and still are unaware of. In 
one sense this dependency exists 
because the colonial period was 
launched and the discovery of new 
lands around the globe made avail- 
able virgin wilderness-nourished 
resources. Asia and America were 
opened to the fur trade and the 
timber and other products of the 
fertile soils of the colonies entered 
international trade. The same was 
true of mineral deposits and other 
resources. Nearly everywhere these 
resources were easily exploitable 
because they were defended only 
by low populatk >ns or nonindustrial 



indigenous peoples. This gigantic 
increase in available resources as 
well as food plants introduced from 
the new world promoted population 
growth and as a final indignity the 
use of wilderness itself as a sink for 
surplus people. Yet this was far from 
all. 

For countless years preceding the 
industrial revolution Europe had 
unknowingly been in thrall to extra- 
European wilderness. Its insect- 
controlling migratory birds had 
sought winter refuges in distant 
African forests, without which there 
could have been no European agri- 
culture, no picturesque bucolic 
landscapes and no nature poets. And 
this is probably as true as ever today 
despite current reliance on pesti- 
cides. Then, too, the European fish- 
ing industry has always been 
dependent on myriad remote wil- 
derness rivers, bays and estuaries 
whose clean waters are necessary 
for spawning. At the same time clean 
air and precipitation originating in 
the global wilderness swept away 
locally-produced pollution of the 
industrial society. It’s clear then that 


the European example of getting 
on without wilderness is invalid and 
to the contrary the larger the area 
affected by human technologic 
development the more wilderness 
is required to support and mitigate 
this development. 

The importance of wilderness — 
big wilderness - either near or far, 
to the very existence of agriculture, 
to food production in general, and 
hence to industrial society itself 
highlights a humbling fact of our 
current situation; namely that de- 
spite human destructive efforts, 
defaeto wilderness still dominates 
the globe! For, disregarding the 
oceanic wilderness, all of Antarctica, 
much of Asia, South America and 
Australia as well as large parts of 
Africa and North America are still 
wilderness - at least by the criteria 
of our Wilderness Act. This is for- 
tunate for us and perhaps is the 
major reason the human species still 
exists. Furthermore, science has 
revealed that these different parts 
of our planet, wilderness and non- 
wilderness, are in constant com- 
munication, although all the modes 


of this communication are not yet 
known. That there are global chem- 
ical and biological “messengers” is 
shown by animal migrations as well 
as the transport of pesticides and 
other chemicals by atmospheric cir- 
culation. While such chemicals are 
certainly bad messages introduced 
by humans, the messages that 
emanate from the global wilderness 
are generally beneficial or benign 
in the sense that the biosphere is 
ensured to or even owes its present 
state to them through biologic evo- 
lution and adaptation. 

That science has yet to explore 
many of the manifestations of the 
global wilderness network — even 
as that network is being destroyed 
— is again illustrated by the great 
bird migrations. It has been found 
that a large number of these birds 
are of tropical origin and that their 
patterns of behavior may be quite 
different in breeding and wintering 
areas. For example some birds that 
are insect eaters in the north be- 
come fruit eaters in the south. Yet. it, 
is logical that their behavior patterns 
as well as physiologies may be 
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influenced by every part of the 
migration route. Consequently these 
patterns of behavior as well as 
chemical and genetic material are 
constantly being modified and 
“telegraphed” by these avian mes- 
sengers; so that tropical rainforests 
are in complex communication with 
the temperate forests, plains, moun- 
tains, boreal forests and tundra; the 
Arctic with the Antarctic. What 
happens in one part, of the globe is 
transmitted to other parts in the 
forms of altered populations and 
behavior patterns. 

[t should be obvious then that 
the issue of protection of large wil- 
derness and the global network 
transcends all arguments for “is- 
land” wilderness enclaves justified 
by naively perceived human needs. 
When we come to consider the glo- 
bal wilderness as its own .justifica- 
tion our welfare automatically 
follows, because we always have 
been and will be part of that wil- 
derness as long as we survive as a 
species. 

Route 1, Box 250 
Staunton, Virginia 24401 

Earth First! November 1. 1984 



DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 

BIG YELLOW MACHINES 


MR. GOODWRENCH 

Well — here I am again — telling 
all you environmental blowflies how 
to hurt good yellow machinery. Now, 
you see. the problem iseverytimeone 
of the tricks I know is printed in this 
newspaper it warns the pro- 
development people about what to 
look for. 

Like if I say that diesel engines 
don't like water, then all the 
paranoid diesel engine guys that 
read this would figure out ways to 
protect their equipment. Well ... I 
guess a lot of assholes wouldn’t, 
so . . . 

The best way to use water is toget 
it into the fuel injection system. 
Most (if not all) diesels have at least 
one water/fuel separator and 
possibly a warning system so you 
have to run enough water through 
the system to overrun the filter, or 
bypass it. Once the water gets to the 
fuel injection pump it’s history — 
time for R & R. 

A simpler way to use water is to fill 
the air intake with it. Once water 
sucks into the cylinders (it can’t be 
compressed), it will jam the pistons 
and the engine can’t turn over — 
time for repairs down time for 
repairs, that is!). If the engine is 
running when the water is 
introduced to the cylinders, it will 
jam the pistons and bend the 
connecting rods — a lot of work for 
the poor bastard who has to fix it! 

Another good way to use water is 
to push the machine off a cliff into a 
lake. 

While I’m at it, let me tell ya why I 
like cement: 

• Mix up a batch of cement in five 
gallon plastic buckets. 

• Climb up on top of your favorite 
large piece of destruction 
equipment. 


• Have your partner (yes, this is a 
family activity) hand you the 
buckets. 

• Open the rain flap on the exhaust 
pipe and pour the cement in. 

As long as we’re on the subject of 
diesel equipment, remember that if 
the gear lube is drained from a 
transmission or differential, the 
engine noise will drown out the gear 
noise. By the time the operator 
thinks something is wrong — it’s too 
late. 



Si 


Mr. 

diesel 

West. 


Happy Hunting 
Mr. Goodwrench 

Goodwrench is a professional 
mechanic somewhere in the 
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Dear Ned, 

For years, concerned folks in 
various parts of the country have 
sought an end to spraying of 
herbicides along powerline rights-of- 
way. 

The chemicals can drift onto 
adjoining property, wash into 
streams, contaminate wild berry 
crops, and poison birds and other 
wildlife. 

The power companies, clinging to 
past practices like maggots to a gut 
wagon, have refused to halt the 
chemical onslaught. 

One good way to counter this is to 
hit them where it hurts — by 
shooting out insulators on lines that 
have been sprayed. If the power 
brokers learn that everytime a line is 
sprayed, a half dozen insulators or 
transformers in remote places are 
shot up, the chemical use will soon 
abate. 

Of course, a few phone calls might 
be necessary to let them know why 
the “damage” has occurred. It might 
even help to clip this article and send 
to your local (loco) utility outpost. 
Straight shooting from . . . 

Missouri Madjack 


APPEAL THE BASTARDS! 



by Dave Foreman 


The slew of so-called Wilderness 
bills signed into law in 1984 have 
three distinguishing characteristics: 

1) They "release” millions of acres 
of de facto wilderness to the 
mercy of Forest Service 
chainsaws, bulldozers, drill rigs, 
and hubristic schemes; 

2) They invalidate the California, 
Bald Mountain (Oregon), and 
Kettle Range (Washington) 
RARE II decisions; and 

3) They end the possibility of using 
RARE II lawsuits or administra- 
tive appeals (based on the 9th 
Circuit Court's ruling that the 
RARE II EIS was inadequate) to 
stop the egregious plans of 
destruction the Freddies have for 
our remaining roadless areas. 

New roadblocks against the Forest 
Service engineers will have to be 
discovered to save wilderness — 
except in those states tvhere RA RE II 
bills have not yet passed. 

In the West, these states are 
Nevada, Montana and Idaho. And it 


is in Montana and Idaho where the 
densest concentration of National 
Forest roadless lands lie: over 15 
million acres in these two states 
alone. With the possible exception of 
Oregon, in no other states do the 
Freddie goons drool more 
lasciviously over the prospect of 
dismembering old growth 
ecosystems and unscarred 
mountains. 

In Idaho and Montana, a simple 
slip of paper can still stop the Forest 
Service engines of destruction. To 
demonstrate how easy it is, consider 
the following: On July 30, the day 
before I left for 6 weeks in Alaska, 1 
whipped out in 5 minutes an 
administrative appeal to the Forest 
Service against the Trail Creek 
Timber Sale in the Jureano Roadless 
Area on the Salmon National Forest 
in Idaho. On August 9, the Salmon 
National Forest Supevisor sent 
Earth First! a letter reading: 

I have reviewed your timely July 30, 
1984. appeal of my July 3, 1984. 
decision to approve the Trail Creek 
Timber Sale. Based on this review, I 
have decided to withdraw my approval 


decision at least until the Forest Land 
Management Plan is implemented, or 
until a project level Environmental 
Analysis or Environmental 
Statement is completed which 
addresses the project effects on 
wilderness characteristics of the area, 
or until legislation addressing the 
availability of the Jureano Roadless 
Area U 13506 for wilderness is 
enacted. 

That five minutes of my time and a 
2CKP stamp stopped the destruction of 
a 40,000 acre roadless area (at least 
for a little while). Other projects are 
lumbering along in Idaho and 
Montana to destroy old growth 
forests; habitat for grizzly, caribou, 
lynx, spotted owl, bighorn, elk, wolf 
and wolverine; pristine watersheds; 
and open space. You can stop them 
with a few minutes and 20<t. 

Contact your local Forest Service 
office and determine what 
development projects are planned for 
roadless areas. Get a copy of the 
decison document from the Forest 
Service and find out whether the 
decision is still subject to appeal (you 
must appeal within a certain time 


frame) or when it will be. Then file a 
simple appeal based on the following 
form (merely fill in the blanks with 


the proper information). Stop the 
bulldozers with a piece of paper. 
Appeal the Bastards! 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BEFORE THE (reviewing officer’s title) 

In re (describe matter, e.g., Big TYee Timber Sale) ) 


(You and/or your organization’s name) 
Appellants 


) 

) F.S. Docket No 

) 

) 


NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. S211.18, (appellant’s name(s)) hereby 
requests administrative review of the decision of (name and title of 

deciding officer) dated to (describe decision, e.g., offer 

timber sale in the National Forest). The 

(officer’s) decision was in error and not in accordance with the legal 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act as determined 
by California, v. Block, 690 F. 2nd 753 (9th Cir. 1982). 

Therefore, appellant requests (name and title of reviewing officer) 
to (relief requested, e.g., rescind the finding of no significant effect and 

prepare an ES for action; rescind the Record of Decision 

for action, dated -; cancel timber 


sale). 
Dated: . 


SIGNATURE 

ADDRESS 

for (Appellants)) 
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EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE US FOREST SERVICE - 
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK 


PART II 



by Bobcat 

(Ed. note: This is the conclusion to 
a detailed study of the Forest Service 
by Robert. VV'. Brothers (Ph.D. Ber- 
keley 1972). “Bobcat" (as he is 
known) covered the problem of the 
Forest Service in the last issue of 
EF.’. Copies are available of that 
issue for $1 for first class postage 
from EF!. POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. 
Bobcat welcomes your comspon- 
dence at 14894 Gal ice Road, Merlin, 
OR 97532.) 

Solution: What We Can Do 

After our outrage at corruption 
subsides, the cool breeze of economic 
reality awakens us to certain facts. 
Whether we like the Forest Service 
and the large timber corporations or 
not, the livelihood of many of our com- 
munities and counties is at present 
greatly dependent upon them. And 
when the big guys depart for Dixie, 
we’re going to have to fend for our- 
selves. 

As timber resources decline with 
the supply of economically marketa- 
ble old-growth, county income from 
this source will decline also. How- 
ever, the large corporations who cur- 
rently out-compete local woodlot and 
mill owners will be ‘’declining" too. 
heading south for greater profits on 
the plantations. Formerly suppressed 
local businesses will then have the 
chance to re-emerge as profitable con- 
cerns, and opportunities for the crea- 
tive use of local resources will in- 
crease. 

As long as they are here, the 
timber corporations like to foster the 
idea that we are dependent upon 
them, but even now, many people are 
learning that this need not be the 
case. An excellent example of local 
initiative outside of the corporate 
realm is provided by Orville Camp (of 
Selma, Oregon) and other members 
of the Josephine-Jackson Forest 
Farm Association. Using technques 
of all-age, all-species management in 
total contrast to Forest Service prac- 
tices, these folks are able to earn 
steady and adequate incomes off land 
managed for sustained yield year 
after year (The Forest Farmer’s 
Handbook: A Guide to Natural Selec- 
tion Forest Management, by Orville 
Camp, 1984, 72 pp. ($6.95 from: Sky 
River Press, 236 E. Main, Ashland, 
OR 97520).) 

So it can be done, but the transition 
from a dependent economy to a rela- 
tively independent economy may be 
difficult. The longer we permit illegal 
Forest Service procedures to sub- 
sidize corporate practices that sub- 
due local enterprise and damage the 
forests, the harder it will be. 

Proposed Actions: 

A full program for the preservation 
and restoration of our healthy forest 
ecosystems, with true multiple use 
and sustained yield, would consist of 
several stages of ever broadening 
scope — ranging from immediate pre- 
ventive measures to total reform and 
re-direction of the US. Forest Ser- 
vice. 

1. Immediate Actions in All Na- 
tional Forests. 

Herbicides. The herbicide ban is the 
most significant thing happening on 
the ground in the National Forests at 
this time. And it’s a hot employment 
issue. Get together with local forest 
workers and check out the Ranger 


No GO Road Demonstration 

Districts in your area to make sure 
that they are giving full consideration 
to manual alternatives to herbicide 
brush control. The danger is that the 
USFS won’t use any alternatives be- 
cause they’re not “cost-effective,” and 
then blame the herbicide ban for a 
(fictional) drop in productivity. After 
the time it will take the USFS to com- 
ply with the law, this maneuver could 
leave us stuck with herbicides again. 
Pristine wilderness may be upstream 
from the spray, but it’s not always up- 
wind. 

Outside of Oregon and Washington, 
manual use of herbicides on the 
ground is still being allowed, despite 
the fact that it is more dangerous to 
the workers who handle it than aerial 
spray. There are strong legal grounds 
for resisting any manual herbicide 
contracts, and workers should be 
fully informed of the health hazards 
(potential genetic damage). For more 
information, contact the Northwest 
Coalition for Alternatives to Pes- 
ticides (NCAP), Box 375, Eugene, 

OR 97440. 

If it turns out that alternatives re- 
ally aren’t going to be used, then we 
need to make sure that the allowable 
cut is lowered accordingly. It’s jacked 
up too high now anyway, on the basis 
of flimsy intensive management data. 
Because herbicide use is one of the 
major factors in the Allowable Cut Ef- 
fect which determines harvest levels, 
the ban should result in a reduction 
in timber sales, and thus less pres- 
sure on old-growth/virgin stands in de 
facto unprotected wilderness. 

Now is the time for forest activists 
to remind their local Ranger District 
and Supervisor’s offices of this fact. 

There will be a gap of at least a 
year or two before the USFS can com- 
ply with the law requiring a “worst 
case analysis” of herbicide human 
health effects (or before the Supreme 


San Francisco, 1983 

Court considers the case). This is a 
major disruption in forest planning 
comparable to that caused by the 
California RARE II decision. In fact, 
the herbicide ban puts the whole 
clearcut “intensive management” 
strategy in question. 

Reforestation: 

Herbicide use is one part of a whole 
context of harvesting, reforestation, 
and stand improvement practices 
which need to be examined to insure 
compliance under the law concerning 
the proper rehabilitation of lands 
damaged by cleareutting. (For an ex- 
cellent description of a battle against 
cleareutting itself, read The Sterile 
Forest by Ned Fritz, 1983, 271 pp. 
($12.95 from: Eakin Press, P.O. Box 
23066, Austin, TX 78735).) 

Many clearcut sites are simply 
being neglected while the soil washes 
away. They need to be located for 
their own sake and as evidence. Local 
contractors and co-ops need to be 
able to go in and get the basic erosion- 
control work started, with reseeding 
and prompt replanting in those places 
where the trees could benefit from a 
headstart over the brush. 

In contrast, other sites which al- 
ready have native shrubs and trees 
growing on them again are probably 
doing just fine — despite an official 
diagnosis of “understocked. ” They are 
simply coming back slowly with natu- 
ral seeding from the several species 
of nearby trees which are best 
adapted to exactly that spot. Com- 
panion vegetation can be cooperative 
as well as competitive, fix nitrogen 
into the soil, give beneficial shade for 
young conifers on hot southern 
slopes, provide food for birds and in- 
sects who feed on other insects who 
otherwise might become pests in a 
simplified clearing with nothing but 
Douglas-firs and bare ground, etc. . . . 

If USFS foresters doubt the wis- 


dom of this “natural” appraoch, then 
walk with them through the 40-80 
year old second growth stands that 
are doing fine without the help of 
USFS “intensive management" inter- 
vention. Many of these second growth 
forests were harvested even before 
the days of wholesale cleareutting, 
and may provide some of our best 
examples of sustainable forestry. 
Insecticides: The use of these chem- 
icals has not been stopped by the her- 
bicide ban, but their use against 
Spruce Budworm in National Forests 
in Oregon, California, and Arizona 
has been halted due to citizen action. 
Find out what’s happening in your re- 
gion, and encourage local organic 
farming and integrated pest manage- 
ment people to talk with USFS re- 
searchers and managers — (at least 
for a while) the National Forests are 
going organic! 

Harvest Levels: One last obvious 
thing to check on is whether an 
agency has exceeded the allowable 
cut, or “programmed harvest" 
specified in their Forest Plan. For 
example, the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement’s Medford District in Oregon 
was supposed to harvest 9,000 mbf 
in 10 years (according to their land 
use plan), whereas they’ve actually 
cut 12,000 mbf in only four years. 
There may be many more cases like 
this and the proposed aspen sales in 
Colorado, where the true validity and 
credibility of the ■ planning process 
needs to be tested. 

2. Local Emergency Actions. 

One basic approach is to work to- 
ward stopping all logging on public 
lands except those which can be 
proven capable of reforestation (trees 
already established on comparable 
sites). With a four year backlog of 
timber (sold but uncut), and plenty 
of milled lumber sitting in the yards, 
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now is the time to take a fresh look 
at things. Studies by The Wilderness 
Society and others have already re- 
commended that the agencies harvest 
only the highly productive sites. 
(Hyde, William F., Timber Supply. 
Land Allocation, and Economic Effi- 
ciency. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1980.' 

There is a direct link between wil- 
derness protection and sustainable 
forestry which we now have the 
chance to act on. If we insist that 
timber be haiwested only from land 
where replanting has been proven 
successful (and go in with our organic 
fanning friends to show them how to 
do it where it can be done), then log- 
ging operations will be kept off the 
steep and fragile slopes where the 
last unprotected wilderness remains. 

-Given their record of corporate 
bias, incompetence, falsification of 
data and disregard for the law. the 
burden of proof now lies on the Forest 
Service to show the public that it can 
truly manage the land for sustained 
yield. In the absence of that proof — 
leave it alone'. 

Another basic approach is simply 
to call for a halt to all cutting of old 
growth. The practical problem with 
both the old growth and the “proven 
reforestation" criteria is that, in the 
words of a 9th Circuit Court Judge, 
“NFMA breathes discretionat every 
pore” concerning these matters. 

The value of old growth is at the 
moment unfortunately a matter of 
philosophy, not law. In contrast, the 
reforestation question is so bogged 
down with reams of questionable data 
that it would take a university-size 
computer staff and satellite remote 
sensing equipment to get at the 
truth. While it's definitely a good idea 
to blockade logging roads in defense 
of old growth, or spend hours with 
boxes of 5x7 cards in the District 
Ranger’s Office trying to decipher 
their primary data system, there is 
also another approach which some 
legal fanatics have proven to be quite 
successful. 

Legal Tactics: If your sense of moral 
outrage works in a fact-specific way, 
then here’s an approach to follow: re- 
view the timber sales and road con- 
struction, etc., proposed or under 
way in your local area, and then select 
the projects with the most flagrant 
violations. Let the contractors in- 
volved know that they may be sued 
and/or blockaded if they go along with 
USFS lawbreaking. 

From the legal history presented 
earlier, it will be possible to see those 
lines of legal argument for which pre- 
cedents have already been estab- 
lished, and which apply to your local 
situation. At this time, the USFS is 
most vulnerable in the Environmen- 
tal Impact Statements which they are 
required by the National Environ- 
mental Protection Act (NEPA) to pre- 
pare (but often don’t!) before any ac- 
tivity with a “significant” impact on 
the environment. If the proposed ac- 
tivity is to take place in a roadless 
area, chances are that the EIS can 
be shown to be inadequate in accor- 
dance with the California RARE II 
decision (if Congress hasn’t “re- 
leased” RARE II areas in your state). 

However, given the possible pass- 
age of many Wilderness Bills by Con- 
gress and the subsequent “release” 
of most RARE II areas for develop- 
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merit, the recent Federal Court in- 
junction against logging in the Maple- 
ton Ranger District may prove to be 
the most important precedent for 
timber sale challenges. The Mapleton 
decision made two major points: 1) 
when there is “scientific uncertainty” 
about the environmental effects of an 
action, then a “worst case analysis” 
must be prepared under NEPA regu- 
lations (NCAP vs. Block had previ- 
ously established the need for a worst 
case analysis of the human health ef- 
fects of herbicides); 2) when activity 
will have effects in other watersheds 
downstream, then the cumulative im- 
pact of the proposed action when com- 
bined with other effects must be ad- 
dressed by the EIS (this point was 
also made in the legal decision which 
stopped the G-0 Road in California). 

Any other of a number of variables 
which the USFS is required by law 
to consider are probably not 
“adequately” presented or reviewed 
by any EIS. This leaves it up to the 
challengers to establish whether a 
particular question is “significant” 
enough to merit “adequate” review 
(for example, the effects of a snow- 
mobile trail on Wyoming grizzly 
habitat). 

Reasons for the Legal Strategy: We 
have to get involved with legal mat- 
ters in the first place because we can’t 
trust the USFS to obey the law. 
Therefore, we work with the laws not 
only to remedy a specific malpractice, 
but to show the public that the USFS 
bias for the timber industry is so 
great that even laws are broken in 
its service. 

When the Forest Service is shown 
to be breaking its own laws to favor 
an industry which it is supposed to 
regulate, then it is discredited as a 
source of information and decision- 
making. As long as the USFS is 
looked up to as a fair-minded man- 
ager of the National Forests, our di- 
vergent views will be ignored! 

3. Doing the Groundwork. 

There is the danger of becoming so 
caught up in the mistakes of the op- 
position that we forget what our oum 
values really are. As we deal with the 
USFS’s most flagrant violations of 
the law, we need to also be able to 
step aside and take a broad view of 
all the qualities and potentials in the 
National Forests and other timber 
lands around where we live. If we are 
interested in Total Reform of the 
Forest Service, then it’s up to us to 
try to get some kind of total picture 
of specific alternative ways to manage 
human activities in the woods ... al- 
ternative values to respect. 

There is, in fact, some urgency for 
taking this broad perspective. At this 
moment most National Forests are 
preparing drafts of new forest plans. 
This is being done partly in response 
to recent changes in regulations put 
down by the Washington Office, and 
partly because many plans are simply 


old and out-moded. 

As these new plans come out, 
economic specialists will have a field 
day taking them apart, as is currently 
happening with the appeals of four 
Colorado NF plans by NRDC and 
others. With the attention and re- 
sources of national environmental 
groups now focused on timber indus- 
try subsidies, it should be easy to 
show that increased timber harvests 
don’t pay — but it will be up to us 
local folks to speak out for what the 
alternatives really are. 

There are other resources besides 
timber which need protection from 
exploitation (the multiple use issue), 
and there are alternative sources of 
income from the woods and the sur- 
rounding area besides the current 
mode of timber harvesting (the jobs 
issue). 

As for multiple use — the current 
forest plan for the Santa Fe NF in 
New Mexico is being appealed be- 
cause it gives inadequate considera- 
tion to cultural resources (historic 
sites of native peoples). In other 
forests, it may be threatened and en- 
dangered species of plants and ani- 
mals which are being overlooked. The 
Endangered Species Act is one of our 
strongest pieces of legislation be- 
cause it mandates improving the 
habitat of threatened and endangered 
species (not just maintaining 
minimum viable populations). In fact, 
a strong case can be made that the 
language and legislative history of 
this Act, especially the 1982 Amend- 
ments, give threatened and en- 
dangered species top priority over all 
other factors, and this issue may be 
tested soon in the courts. 

If we walk the land, talk to local 
people, the native plant society, etc., 
we’ll soon know much more about the 
woods than most timber-blinded 
USFS personnel — although even 
within the agency there’s lots of 
knowledge that just never gets lis- 
tened to. 

And this information can also be 
very practical. In some areas of the 
Northwest and Southeast there are 
plants growing on the floor of old 
growth forests which are valuable as 
medicinal herbs (wild ginger and gin- 
seng), and that are in demand both 
nationally and internationally. In 
these places, the forest herb layer 
may provide a more profitable yearly 
sustainable harvest than timber 
trees. To quote Masanobu Fukuoka, 
author of The One Straw Revolut ion: 
Mind as it is, and nature as it is, 
are such that when people allenv them- 
selves to be guided by nature, then 
nature responds by providing every- 
thing. 

4. Total Reform — Tbtal Reorienta- 
tion. 

When we begin to experience the 
forests around us, we begin to realize 
how important they are to us in ways 
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that present USFS policy does not 
honor or even recognize. If we look 
at the demands of different citizen 
groups around the country, there is 
one obvious conclusion. Some ask for 
all roadless areas to be designated as 
official Wilderness status. Some call 
for no more old growth to be cut. 
Some call for no more poison chemi- 
cals to be used. Some call for an end 
to cleareuts which erode into our 
streams and fish habitat. Some call 
for an end to monoculture one-species 
planting with its dangerous reduction 
of diversity. Some call for the return 
of threatened and endangered species 
to strong populations in their original 
habitat. 

The list goes on and on, until the 
consensus is so obvious that we are 
almost afraid to say it. We use polite 
words like reform and reorientation, 
when phrases like, “The surface of a 
planet is no place for an industrial so- 
ciety,” and "U.S. out of North 
America” echo in the back of our 
minds. 

But our critics have said it already 
... “They want to shut down the Na- 
tional Forests, lock ’em up to log- 
ging!” Maybe this isn’t such a bad 
idea. Maybe it’s really even the most 
practical and economic thing to do, 
the only action which will really help 
stabilize communities currently de- 
pendent on timber production. 

So let’s say it in our own language, 
to be precisely correct (people think 
we’re extremist enough already). 
What we really want to do is: “Lock 
up the Forest Service lawbreakers, 
end the reign of these timber industry 
servants, and shut down the National 
Forests to the kind of clearcut timber 
strip-mining which is what they call 
logging!" 

This makes the crucial criteria 
quite plain. If the USFS would wake 
up overnight, start obeying the law 
and practicing selective ecological 
logging — great. But if they want to 
have clearcut monoculture tree 
farms, then do it out of the National 
Forests on flat land that might(?) be 
able to handle it. 

Most of us forgot that part of the 
USFS mandate is to give appropriate 
technical and financial assistance to 
State and private forestry. This is one 
direction for reorientation to go ... 
turn all the hot-shot timber managers 
and silviculturalists around and give 
them some land to work on with flat- 
ter ground and more fertile soil that’s 
more productive and harder to per- 
manently damage. 

The simple fact is that the most 
productive timber land is private 
land, and the National Forests are the 
leftovers. The problem is that a lot 
of private land has not been re- 
forested. This country got most of its 
timber from private land till the ’60’s, 
and then switched over to public 
timber because it was cheaper for the 
corporations to buy from Uncle Sam 
than to reforest their own land. This 
has left at least two million acres of 
private land in Oregon that’s been 
clearcut with no seed trees left, but 
not replanted. 

So if Congress feels that timber 
needs to be subsidized and local com- 
munities stabilized — rehabilitate the 
land. Just make money available for 
the restoration, replanting, and sensi- 
ble, selective harvesting of all the 
forested lands, public and private. If 
this won’t produce enough board feet 
of lumber for the market or the bal- 
ance of trade deficit, then they might 
need to subsidize some tree-farms on 
private land. (Personally, my vote is 
for conservation of wood products, 
stone houses, and no tree-farms any- 
where!) 


Before these speculations start to 
sound like more of the kind of State 
Socialism that this country has too 
much of already, let’s get the ideal 
straight, and then move on to some 
concrete steps toward getting there. 
First, things need to be decen- 
tralized. The USFS needs to stop 
being run from Washington, and the- 
big timber corporations need to stop 
dominating the USFS and the mar- 
ket. 

Ultimately, this means land re- 
form. The USFS should first buy up 
the timber land held by the large cor- 
porations, and then redistribute it in 
small (200-1000 acre) plots to families 
and communities on a land-based 
stewardship basis. This means that 
people would be able to live on the 
land as its caretakers, and manage 
their own activities to restore and 
maintain the ecological integrity of 
the forest. The USFS would retain 
an advisory role, and the land itself 
would provide the incentive for high 
quality and dedicated work. 

5. Steps Toward a Decentralized 
and Diverse Life. 

We can probably agree that the 
Forest Service is an incompetent and 
often corrupt agency, a pawn of the 
timber industry, and that its misman- 
agement of human activities in the 
forests must be stopped by the best 
means at our disposal — talking with 
USFS managers and silviculturalists, 
formal appeals, lawsuits, and nonvio- 
lent direct action. The first install- 
ment of this paper focused on what 
to stop, and how it is being done. 

On the positive side, we also know 
that there are people who understand 
the full value of all the multiple and 
diverse offerings of our forests, and 
that there are people who know how 
to selectively harvest timber and min- 
imally damage ecosystems which 
have been successfully maintaining 
communities of manificent trees since 
the last Ice Age. 

At a time when the Washington Of- 
fice is pushing for greatly increased 
harvests, and Crowell speaks of the 
forests as if they were factories, many 
people in the Forest Service are 
openly questioning the top-down deci- 
sion-making process, and are ready 
to listen to other points of view. In 
at least two Ranger Districts negoti- 
ations are currently taking place for 
the use of truly ecological methods of 
forestry. Get to know the USFS em- 
ployees who do believe in multiple- 
use and sustained yield, wilderness, 
wildlife and watershed. The best rev- 
olutions begin from within! 

We can also get our own manage- 
ment proposals together and petition 
Congress directly. That’s what the 
folks in Sublette County, Wyoming, 


are doing. Their plan calls for an end 
to mining and geothermal activities, 
only small scale sustainable logging, 
and no four-wheel drives, motorcy- 
cles, or new roads in an area to be 
classified as “special use.” 

In order to learn more about these 
kinds of innovative ideas, as well as 
past successes, this author is begin- 
ning to put together a “sustainable 
forests and streams” network. We 
need to have at our fingertips all the 
information about where and how sus- 
tainable forestry is already being 
practiced (the physical, biological, 
and economic details). Please get in 
touch. \ 

Small woodlot owners seem to be 
most open to this hind of reorienta- 
tion, so another useful next step 
would be to advocate legislation that 
part of the USFS & BLM budgets 
be set aside for low interest loans to 
small woodlot owners, to be used for 
reforestation, thinning, and sensitive 
harvesting of the productive private 
lands. 

Clearly, there is a lot of work to 
do in the woods, and plenty of jobs 
for the local economy. Once we realize 
this, we can begin to help our coun- 
ties get off federal timber-harvest 
welfare and receive 100% of the in- 
come from the woods instead of 25% 
or 50%.. We may have to tighten our 
belts a bit to do this, but that’s better 
than having someone else pull the 
wool over our eyes while they gradu- 
ally pull the economic rug out from 
under us and leave us in the new Ap- 
palachia strip-mined stump land, 
wondering what to do with our last 
resources gone and our streams clog- 
ged with silt. 

This paper began as an expose of 
Forest Service lawbreaking and ends 
with a plea for local self-reliance. 
There’s still a little time left for us to 
stop the destruction before it gets re- 
ally bad, and save the land around 
where we live. Healthy forests, fer- 
tile valleys and clear-running streams 
can support us into a changing and 
unpredictable future much better 
than can the promises of bureaucrats. 
Sources & References: 

In addition to those already men- 
tioned, there are several key sources 
for both up-to-date information about 
the National Forests and a broad 
overview. 

Forest Planning, CHEC, P.O. Box 
3479, Eugene, OR 97403; $15/year, 11 
issues: a prime source of current 
news, thoughtful analysis, other pub- 
lications and reports. 

Forest Planning Network, CHEC: 
short abstracts of USFS publications, 
memos, and other relevant material. 

Regional Coverage: 

Eco-News, Northcoast Environmen- 
tal Center, 879 Ninth St., Areata, CA 
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95521, $15/year, 12 issues. 

High Country News, Box V, Paonia, 
CO 81428, $18 yr, biweekly. 

Katuah, Box 873, Cullowhee, NC 
28723, $10/year, quarterly. 

Siskiyou Country, 10394 Takilma 
Road, Cave Junction, OR 97523 $8/ 
year, bimonthly. 

Wild Oregon, Oregon Natural Re- 
sources Council, 1161 Lincoln Street, 
Eugene, OR 97401, $25/year, quar- 
terly. 

Others? ... If you know of other 
good local sources of information re- 
levant to the USFS, please let me 
know. 

Also: 

A Conservationist’s Guide to Na- 
tional Forest Planning, excerpts and 
commentary on NFMA, good infor- 
mation, available free from the Na- 
tional Audubon Society, Western Re- 
gional Office, 555 Audubon Place, 
Sacramento, CA 95825. 

Tree Talk: The People and Politics of 
Timber, by Ray Raphael, 1981, 287 
pp. ($12 from: Island Press, Star 
Route 1, Box 38, Covelo, CA 95428) 
... a well- written history and sum- 
mary of current forestry practices 
and alternatives. 

Appendix: 

1. Direct Timber Subsidies. 

$58 million in timber sale revenues 
was not paid by logging companies in 
Oregon, Washington, and California 
during fiscal years 1982 and 1983, be- 
cause the timber sale prices asked for 
by the USFS fell that far short of the 
current market values for timber. 
(Data cited from a report to Con- 
gress, Forest Planning, 5/84, p. 22). 
Direct subsidies of this nature are 
specifically prohibited by the Forest 
Service Manual, which states that 
timber must be sold at a “fair market 
price.” 

Direct subsidies are encouraged by 
a backward bidding system, where 
appraised timber sale prices are de- 
termined by substracting the corpora- 
tion’s costs (to mill and log the 
lumber) from current market values 
of milled lumber — instead of adding 
up the sale’s cost to the USFS in 
roads, reforestation, etc. 

Are these kind of blatant givea- 
ways the more “traditional” kind of 
subsidy, of which the current “deficit 
timber sales” are but an extension? 

The deficit timber sales which were 
a major focus in the preceding pages 
of this report result from a less direct 
form of subsidy. In these cases, the 
USFS fails to raise the sale price 
above the current fair market value 
by adding in the real costs of road- 
building and reforestation. The re- 
cent increase in these real costs has 
resulted in an increase in the number 
of “deficit” timber sales. 


2. Louisiana-Pacific Corporation 
and John Crowell 

This corporation has been the No. 
1 purchaser of federal timber. Cur- 
rent No. 1 may be Boise-Cascade, 
another former employer of John 
Crowell. Last year L-P announced 
third-quarter earnings of $4.4 mil- 
lion, following third-quarter sales up 
20% over the previous year. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has up- 
held (by refusing to review) a lower 
court decision which required L-P 
and a Japanese-owned firm to pay tri- 
ple damages of $1.5 million in an anti- 
trust case for conspiring to put a 
small logging operation out of busi- 
ness. 

The incident involved operations in 
Alaska’s Tongass National Forest, 
and took place while Crowell was L- 
P’s Chief Counsel. At his Senate con- 
firmation hearings, Crowell denied 
knowledge of any illegal actions. 

L-P and the Japanese firm still face 
charges that they illegally deprived 
the government of timber revenues. 
Oregon Congressman Jim Weaver has 
released documents showing that col- 
lusion between the two corporations 
may have cost taxpayers as much as 
$81 million in lost income from the 
sale of public timber. The Justice De- 
partment, after much prodding, is 
now investigating ( EcoNews , 11/83, 
p. 2). 

In a recent development, Senator 
Leahy of Vermont has just asked the 
White House to investigate Crowell’s 
role in another L-P scandal. In 1978, 
the company was found guilty of 
fraud, stock market manipulation and 
misrepresentation in its takeover of 
the Fibreboard Corporation. L-P’s 
President has testified under oath 
that Crowell prepared one of the key 
letters in the Fibreboard case. (En- 
vironmental Action, 6/84, 4). 

3. Congress and the Forest Service. 

When questioned about their 

timber-biased priorities, USFS offi- 
cials will often say that they are 
merely following “the Congressional 
Mandate.” Unfortunately, what they 
are referring to is not the laws estab- 
lished over the years to safeguard our 
forests, but rather the whims of a 
budgetary process under the influ- 
ence of corporate lobbyists (espe- 
cially in the last four years). 

Correcting for inflation, the figures 
below represent the budgetary 
changes which have taken place since 
Reagan took office — expressed in 
the percent increase or decrease from 
fiscal year 1981 to the budget prop- 
osed for FY 1985. 

Minerals +57 % 

Roadbuilding +16 % 

Timber + 13 ' % 

Reforestation + 5 % 


Recreation - 40 % 

Research -23.5 % 

Soil & Water Protection — 22 % 

Fish & Wildlife Habitat - 11 % 

To quote the Wilderness Society: 
“Disproportionate Funding Skews 
Multiple Use Management.” 

In fiscal year 1984, Congress even 
appropriated more funds for timber 
sales than the USFS requested 
(Forest Planning Network, 3/84). 

Forest Sendee officials are thus 
caught between clear Congressional 
laws and timber industry-biased Con- 
gressional budget allocations. This 
may make it difficult for them to al- 
ways follow the full intent of the laws 
for multiple use and sustained yield 
— but it does not excuse their viola- 
tion. 

If the Forest Service can juggle 
their figures to favor more timber 
harvests, then Congressman can too. 
In order to justify his objection to the 
establishment of a full Middle San- 
tiam Wldemess on the basis of lost 
jobs, Oregon’s Senator Mark Hatfield 
claimed a sustainable harvest of 1,363 
board feet per acre/year — a world- 
record level of productivity that is 
more than four times higher than the 
Wllamette NF’s own estimate. 

4. Biggest Business Blooper of the 
’80’s? 

This is how a recent column in the 
Wall Street Journal (6/19/84, p. 33) 
referred to the events which resulted 
in the biggest unknown factor in 
forest planning in the Pacific North- 
west — the huge four-year backlog 
of timber sold but still not cut. 

In 1979 and 1980, a buying frenzy 
based on high growth/high inflation 
predictions spurred timber corpora- 
tions, large and small, to indulge in 
a rash of highly speculative competi- 
tive bidding. Four- to seven-year 
timber sale contracts in the PNW to- 
talling 13 billion board feet (20% more 
than the record yearly harvest for the 
nation) were sold at prices often four 
to five times higher than their USFS 
appraised value. Then came the 1981 
recession, when prices dropped to a 
low from which they haven’t yet reco- 
vered. 

This means that the timber com- 
panies can’t afford to harvest these 
sales, and want some kind of bailout 
legislation or court decision to get 
them off the hook. However, South- 
ern timber companies are opposed to 
this aid to their competition. A com- 
promise is currently being negotiated 
in Congress that would limit how 
much timber could be harvested in 
the PNW until 1991. 

One conclusion from all this is that 
the politics and economics of timber 
is getting even more complex, and 
making any attempts at planning by 
the USFS more of a farce. Maybe 
those sales should never be har- 
vested, or maybe the lands locked up 
by the contract defaults are causing 
more of a push into roadless areas. 

5. Freedom of Information Act Re- 
quests. 

Despite the tales of difficulties 
which follow, FOIA requests are a 
very valuable tool in breaking open 
the bureaucratic monopoly on “ex- 
pert analysis” and plain facts. It may 
be necessary to go to court in order 
to finally receive the documents, but 
Randall O’Toole reports that no cases 
have been denied for USFS docu- 
ments. When the request is finally 
granted, lawyer’s fees of $70/hour are 
paid in recompense under the “Equal 
Access to Justice” law. Perseverance 
furthers. 

The National Wildlife Federation 
was refused a copy of the Wallowa- 
Whitman draft forest plan, under the 
excuse that a new plan was being pre- 


pared, and the old one might “confuse 
the public.” But where did the infor- 
mation go, what do they have to hide? 

Region 2 Regional Forester re- 
quests that the National Resource 
Defense Council pay $23,500 to cover 
the costs of searching and copying 
documents requested under FOIA. 
Couldn’t they just show them the 
files? 

An FOIA request for urinalysis 
data from a report of a Forest Sendee 
employee exposed to herbicide was 
denied an Idaho citizens group on 
“privacy” grounds, although the per- 
son’s name could obviously have been 
omitted from the Forest Service re- 
port. 

6. Dreams of Export? 

A Forest Service study projects the 
domestic demand for softwood timber 
in 2030 to be 15.7 billion board feet. 
This leaves 6.4 billion left over from 
the projected 22.1 billion harvest 
level. Will timber join wheat as the 
next crop to try to solve the U.S. bal- 
ance of payments problem? Last year 
Crowell dropped his proposal to have 
Douglas-fir declared a “surplus” 
timber product, and thus available for 
export, when confronted with 80% 
opposition before public hearings 
were scheduled. 

7. Wilderness Economics. 

— A Forest Service study concludes 
that removing 2,000,000 acres of wil- 
derness timber from the market 
would raise housing costs .0003% 
(Eco-News, 1/83). 

— Only an average 40% of proposed 
wilderness contains marketable 
timber ( Wilderness , Summer/83). 

— Two thirds of the 1,000,000 acres 
in currently roadless areas in the 
Klamath NF are uneconomical to har- 
vest ( Eco-News , 11/83). 

— Several studies indicate that the 
local economy in the Pacific North- 
west has been more affected by im- 
porting lumber from Canada, export- 
ing logs to Japan, automation in the 
mills, and the movement of corpora- 
tions to the southern U.S. , than it has 
by reduction in the timber base 
caused by Wilderness allotments 
( Eco-News 1/83, 12/83, NEC Report). 


8. A Deep Ecology Court Ruling 

“In America, resource develop- 
ment projects are generally innocent 
until proven guilty.” (Ed Marston, 
High Country News) 

This means that the environment 
must prove damage . . . the benefit of 
development is an assumed good. 

However, a recent decision by 
David Miller, an administrative law 
judge for the Federal Energy Reg- 
ulatory Commission, has just set a 
major precedent /perhaps uninten- 
tionally) by shifting the balance in 
favor of Nature, in favor of the 
Kootenai Falls in northwestern Mon- 
tana. 

With forestry Ianaguage amended, 
the crucial part of his decision reads 
as follows: “The Kootenai Falls (forest 
ecosystems) should be preserved in 
their present state absent a sound 
reason to do otherwise; on balance, 
the projected need for energy 
(timber) in the Northwest when com- 
pared to the amount of energy 
(timber) the Kootenai Falls Project 
(clearcut) could produce and the pos- 
sibilities of other energy (timber) re- 
sources being developed (or conserva- 
tion of wood products and the sub- 
stitution of other building materials) 
does not present a sound reason to 
permit physical changes at Kootenai 
Falls (in these forests).” 

Basically, the judge is saying that 
there is not a good enough reason to 
mess with Nature. This is the deep 
ecology shift. Deep ecologists work 
to minimize the impact of people on 
the integrity of natural systems. In- 
dustrial developers will maximize it 
for short term profit. 

Thanks to the judge who helps to 
see the difference between the two, 
and who takes a step toward remov- 
ing the prejudice against Nature from 
our courts and our society. 

Bobcat (W. Robert Brothers, BA 
Harvard ’66, PhD Berkeley ’72) has 
lived in the backcountry for the 
last 1 0 years as a tree planter and 
organic farm er where he has had 
considerable opportunity to study 
the US Forest Service. 

Bobcat may be reached at 
1 4894 Galice Road, Merlin, OR 
97532. 
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DIRECT ACTION 




Persistent advocates for some 
river or other place will defend this 
place in many ways. Patterns of 
defending place are illustrated by 
Sigurd Olson’s defense of the north 
woods, Pete Gunter’s defense of the 
big thicket of Texas, David Brower’s 
defense of the Grand Canyon, and 
Edward Abbey’s defense of the 
American southwest. John Muir’s 
prototypical defense of Hetch 
Hetchy in Yosemite National Park 
has been called a “spiritual water- 
shed" in American history much 
like the spiritual watershed the 
nation faces in the 1 980s. 

Wit nessing as a process of ecolo- 
gical resisting is found in pure form 
in some of the work of Greenpeace. 
With mixed motives but the right 
intentions, many people are begin- 
ning to witness and affirm a sane 
society of humans in balance with 
the Earth. 

There are many different tactics 
of individuals and organizations in 
political campaigns which seek to 
“save the river” or “save the earth,” 
but there is one overriding or basic 
norm of ecological resisting: non- 
violence. 

Sailing in small boats, but suppor- 
ted by the good cheer and donations 
of large numbers of people in Can- 
ada and the United States in the 
1960s and 1970s, volunteers sailed 
to the South Pacific to protest 
atmospheric testing of nuclear 
devices by the French, to Alaska 
waters (from Vancouver, B.C.) to 
protest proposed nuclear testing by 
the United States Department of 
Defense, and to many waters to 
place themselves between whalers 
and endangered whales. 

The “Greenpeace philosophy” 
summarizes major points of wit- 
nessing as a tactic of ecological 
resisting: 

We are ecologists , actively work- 
ing to protect our fragile world. We 
have fought nuclear testing in 
French Polynesia , and won. We 
have confronted the Russian whal- 
ing industry at sea, and driven 


by Bill Devall 
and George Sessions 


(The follinving article is excerpted 
from Dee]) Ecology: The Environmen- 
tal Imperative, by Pill Derail and 
George Sessions. Deep Ecology will 
be published in October by Peregrine 
Smith Books, Dayton, Utah. It will 
be available in local bookstores and 
by mail order from Earth First!.) 


We began this book by suggesting 
a variety of specific actions which 
people can take to further the cul- 
tivation ofboth theirown ecological 
consciousness and public policies 
to protect biological diversity. 

We return at the conclusion of 
this book to the theme of direct 
action. Deep ecology is not just a 
game of abstract theorizing. It is 
lived, danced, celebrated. It has 
resonance. 

Cultivating ecological conscious- 
ness means, in part, cultivating the 
rhapsodic intellect. The rhapsodic 
intellect is engaged in the processes 
of integrating intellect, body and 
joyous emotion. 

Based on the insights, ultimate 
norms and theories of deep ecology, 
tlu' central practical question is how 
do we become more mature persons 
given the constraints of this cul- 
ture? 

We suggest there is an interplay 
between the outward direct action 
and inward direct action, between 
acting on one’s seif and acting in 
the world, with the result of further 
and deeper maturity in the deep 
ecological sense of identification with 
all life. 

The label we use for this type of 
direct action in its outward form is 
ecological resisting. 

Deeply committed persons in the 
ecology movement grasp the eco- 
system concept even if they don’t 
use that term but speak instead of 
“nature” or the “web of life.” They 
sense the vulnerability of natural 
processes to massive human inter- 
ventions and sense the fundamen- 
tal necessity of maintaining 
biological diversity. 

Ecological resisters do not accept 
that there are only narrow technical 
solutions to narrowly defined social 
problems (such as air pollution). 
These problems are seen only as 
symptoms of the larger issues. 

There are three main dangers to 
technocratic solutions. First is the 
danger in believing there is a com- 
plete or acceptable “solution” using 
modern dominant conceptions of 
technology. The second danger is 
the presentation of an impression 
that something is being done when 
in fact the real problem continues. 
Tinkering distracts from the “real 
work.” Finally there is the danger 
of assuming there will be new ex- 
perts — such as professional ecolo- 
gists — who will provide the solution 
but who may in fact be constrained 
to be public relations spokesper- 
sons for the agenda of profit or 
power of some corporation or 
agency. 

Ecological resistance is action 
from central principles of doing 
what is necessary, of witnessing, 
nonviolently. It arises from a shift 
in consciousness. Ecological resist- 
ing is deeper, some would say more 
radical than just reformism. Some 
of the reformist actions to mitigate 
some of the worst forms of air and 
watei^ pollution (due to auto ex- 
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haust, for example) are motivated 
by concern for human health and 
safety, not the intrinsic values of 
the biosphere. But the limits of 
reformism are by now well known. 

Affirmation of the integrity' of 
ecosystems frequently includes 
some campaign to “save” from 
development some river or canyon 
or wilderness area: Save Mono Lake, 
SavetheSnail Darter and its habitat, 
Save the Siskiyou Mountains, Save 
the California Condor in habitat. 
Phrases used in political campaigns 
illustrate the differences in perspec- 
tives between the dominant social 
paradigm and ecological resistance. 
“Let the free-flowing river live,” says 
the Friends of the River in California. 

In a real sense, ecological resis- 
tance involves becoming friends 
with another species or a river or a 
mountain, for example. The general 
process of befriending the rivers 
and mountains of the earth needs 
further discussion beyond the scope 
of this chapter. In general, in be- 
friending. the resister takes up the 
burden of responsibility, the burden 
of witnessing for the other as self. 
The hero of Romain Gary’s novel 
The Roots of lien ven (1958) takes 
up responsibility for the elephant 
herds of Central Africa. He urges 
tribes, nations, and the United Na- 
tions to take up the burden of 
responsibility to protect these crea- 
tures in their habitat from poaching 
and destruction of habitat by 
humans. The process of friending 
can be limited to specific rivers, for 
example, or can become Friends 
of the River, with river as generic. 
This process may be based on Aris- 
totle’s criteria for friendship: the 
promotion of the other’s good for 
the other’s own sake. Or friendship, 
the process of friending, can be the 
extension of self. When Gandhi was 
asked if his good deeds in a village 
expressed his humanitarianism, he 
replied he worked “to serve no one 
else but myself ...” Altruism was 
unnecessary because his self em- 
braced the whole village. 


Photos from Australian direct actions 


responsibility for being aware of 
an injustice. That person mag then 
choose to do someth ing or stand by, 
but he mag not turn a way in ignor- 
ance. The Greenpeace ethic is not 
only hr personalia bear witness to 
atrocities against life: it is to take 
direct action to prevent them. Wh He 
action must be direct, it must also 
be non-violent. We must obstruct a 
■wrong without offering personal 
violence to its perpetrators. We 
must know that our greatest 
strength is life itself, ami the com- 
mitment to direct our lives to pro- 
tect others. 

Ecological resisting could be de 
fined as keeping the peace of t he 
neighborhood. Rarely are vandals 
or violent neighbors welcome in the 
neighborhood. When the neighbors 
include rivers and mountains, sea- 
shores and prairie, then integrity of 
ecosystem is maintained. 

Sometimes even witnessing with 
one’s life for a place may arouse 
undesired actions in opponents. 
Mark Dubois chained himself in a 
section of the Stanislaus River of 
California scheduled to be flooded 
behind the New Melones da'm. Ho 
said he would stay until drowned 
or until the Crops of Engineers 
agreed to halt the filling of the 
reservoir. When the Corps agreed 
to halt filling until a court hearing 
could be held, he came out of the 
canyon, but some persons in the 
Central Valley of California on ir- 
rigated farms were outraged by 
Dubois’s action. Dubois tried to talk 
to the farmers and explain his 
motives on a speaking tour of the 
farm granges. 

In his explication of Gandhi’s 
theory of non-violence, Arne Naess 
lists several norms for non-violent 
political campaigns. These include: 

1. Announce your case and the 
goal of your campaign explicitly and 
clearly, distinguishing essentials 
from non-essentials. 

2. Seek personal contact with 
your opponent and be available to 
him. Bring conflicting groups into 
personal contact. 

3. Turn your opponent into a 
believer in and supporter of your 
case, but do not coerce or exploit 
him. 

4. You provoke your opponent if 
you deliberately or carelessly des- 
troy his property. 

Empirical studies of specific poii- 


As with the whales and the seals, 
life must be saved by non-violent 
confrontations, by what the 
Quakers call “ bearing witness. ” A 
persim bearing uritness must accept 


them from North American waters. 
We have helped to publicize the 
slaughter of dolphins by tuna fish- 
ermen. And we have helped, to 
expose the brutality of baby seal 
hunting in Newfoundland. In the 
name of ecology. 

Ecology teaches us that human- 
kind is not the center of life on the 
planet. Ecology has taught us that 
the whole earth is part of our “ body ” 
and that we must learn to respect it 
as we respect ourselves. As we feel 
for ourselves, we must feel for all 
forms of life — the whales, the seals, 
the forests, the seas. The tremendous 
beauty of ecological thought is that 
it shows us a pathway back to an 
understanding and an apprecia- 
tion of life itself — an under- 
staruling and appreciation that is 
imperative to that very way of life. 


tical campaigns of ecological resist- 
ing could determine which norms 
are followed by resisters. While non- 
violent campaigns have been 
studied by some social scientists, 
few have applied these theories to 
the ecology movements. One study 
of the anti-nuclear movements did 
include some discussion of the 
dilemmas of non-violent witnessing 
and confrontations at nuclear 
power plants. Steven Barkan sug- 
gests that messages, such as the 
random violence that frequently 
attends mass demonstrations are 
frequently given top billing by 
media, rather than the intended 
message of questioning technology 
or the decision to build the nuclear 
power plant. 

Case studies of specific cam- 
paigns, such as Greenpeace’s cam- 
paigns to save the whales, would 
generate more explication of the 
premises of non-violent action. For 
example, are whalers led to ques- 
tioning of the companies for which 
they work? Do the resisters clearly 
articulate who the primary deci- 
sion-makers are and who is accoun- 
table for continued whaling? Do 
ecological resisters clarify their 
understanding of their resistance 
through group processes and 
through meditation? Poet Allen 
Ginsberg, arrested with his lover 
while meditating on a railroad track 
leading to the plutonium facility at 
Rocky Flat, Colorado, said to re- 
porters: 

My contention is, if done with the 
proper human dignity and light- 
ness, meditation can be appro- 
priate in a protest situation. But 
are you really being mindful of 
your breath while sitting there, or 
are you sitting there thinking of 
what you look like on the television 
camera? Buddhist practice doesn't 
lead to inactivity and passivity. It 
leads to more open m inded activity, 
where you Ye fighting your illusions 
less. To the extent that protest 
against evil is anger at yourfather, 
or anger at the universe itself, or 
resentment of being born, then it 
w<mld be dissolved by meditation. 
(San Francisco Chronicle, Sep- 
tember 18, 1979). 

Violence versus nonviolence is 
not a question of tactics. Leading 
theorists of ecological resisting 
denounce violence versus nonvio- 
lence as tactics. Roshi Robert Aitken 
wrote: 

Nonviolence is not just a tactic 
for people who make it a practice.... 
The end is the means, in other 
words. Look at political history or 
at the history of any movements. 
When we work for certain goals, 
those goals tend to betray us. We 
defeated L.B. Johnson only to get 
Richard Nix<m. We got rid of the 
B-l Bomber (temporarily) and the 
Cru ise Missle appeared. We have to 
make our action the goal. Our 
action must itself be the truth. Our 
action must be its man defense, its 
own proclamation, its own pur- 
pose. (Letter to the author, June 
1982.) 

Both on practical and ethical 
grounds, violence is rejected as a 
mode of ecological resistance. Ter- 
rorist attacks on nuclear plants or 
missile sites could cause “red ” alerts 
and violent responses from govern- 
ment agencies. 

Placing one’s own life at risk, such 
as sitting in front of bulldozers or 
police cars at a demonstration to 
protest destruction of the rainforest, 
may be illegal, but it is not violent. 
And spontaneous acts such as the 
decommissioning of a power gener- 
ator or bulldozer may dramatize the 
continuing destruction of a special 
ecosystem. 


In general, ecological resistance 
means defending natural diversity 
through education, public speaking, 
use of lawsuits, trying to convert 
public opinion to the cause, and 
informing politicians and decision 
makers. 

Resistance is another name for 
affirmation - joyful affirmation of 
the integrity of nature, natural 
diversity, and minimum human im- 
pacts on place. 

Frequently there are alliances 
between ecological resisters and 
native peoples working for tradi- 
tional “sacred places.” An excellent 
example is the native Hawaiian 
Movement and the attempt to re- 
claim Kaho’olawe island from the 
U.S. Navy, which has used it for 
bombing practice. Kaho’olawe was 
important, historically, for sweet 
potato cultivation and as a sacred 
site where the gods were brought 
from Tahiti. 

In his paper on the native Hawai- 
ian movement, Robert Aitken Roshi 
describes the meeting of a U.S. Navy 
officer and representatives of the 
Hawaiian group visiting Kaho’- 
olawe. “Don’t ask me what 1 think 
about Kaho’olawe,” the officer said, 
“1 am here as a representative of 
the Navy, carrying out American 
policy." 

Aitken concludes, 

Confronted with people with pro- 
found religious convictions, the 
bureaucrat can <mly give away. On 
Kaho'olawe the Navy is fighting a 
losing battle because it lacks the 
armament of truth. 

A Umg with the process of finding 
the truth and of becoming Hawai- 
ian again goes a deep rejection of 
all the values, if they can be called 
values, which brought the people to 
their present state of personal and 
social disorganization. ” 

Thus the process of ecological 
resistance is both personal and 
collective. Changing the founda- 
tions of our minds and seeking help 
from others of like mind as well as 
understanding from natural proces- 
ses is the challenge of living. 

One of the outcomes of this 
process is modesty. This modesty is 
a virtue nearly lost in the dominant 
technocratic-industrial society. It is 
personal modesty which finds no 
reward in egotistical domination 
over other people or some aspect of 
wild nature. It is collective modesty 
of the species or t he nat ion. 

As Arne Naess concludes, 

“As I see it, modesty is of little 
value if it is not a natural con- 
sequence of much deeper feelings, 
and even more important in our 
special context, a consequence of a 
way of understanding ourselves as 
part of nature in the wide sense of 
the term. This way is such that the 
smaller we come to feel ourselves 
compared to the mountain, the 
nearer we come to participating in 
its greatness. I do not know why 
this is so.” 

In 1892, John Muir graciously 
accepted leadership of the Sierra 
Club and remained president of that 
organization until his death. The 
political struggles over the proposed 
dam at Hetch Hetchy in Yosemite 
National Park compelled him to 
enter even more deeply into the 
“political quag,” as he called it. The 
strains of being a “public man” 
sapped his strength. “This playing 
at politics,” he once wrote, “saps 
the very foundation of righteous- 
ness.” Yet he threw himself into the 
fray, and finally President Theodore 
Roosevelt visited him in Yosemite, 
much as the Chinese emperors visi- 
ted the hermit sages on sacred 
mountains. 

Muir’s theory of leadership seems 


best described by the following 
quote from the Too Tc Citing: 
“Rivers and seas dominate the land- 
scape because, by being good at 
seeking the lowest places, they fill 
anil occupy and spread over every : 
thing. Likewise the intelligent man 
is superior to others because he 
admits that he is inferior, and he is a 
leader of others because he is will- 
ing to be a follower. Thus, although 
he is actually superior to others, 
they do not feel that they are being 
forced to obey. So all are happy to 
give him their support. Since he 
competes with no one, no one com- 
petes with him.” 

Muir cultivated friendships with 
diverse types of people, men and 
women, who encouraged him and 
whom he encouraged in his political 
campaigns. Some of these friends 
were politically powerful, such as 
President Roosevelt anil the rail- 
road baron Edward Henry Harri- 
man. “We need all the friends we 
can get,” the hero of Romain Gary’s 
novel, The Roots of Heaven., says as 
he begins his campaign to save the 
elephant herds of central Africa. 
Perhaps Muir felt the same way He 
needed all the friends he could get 
to wrestle the mountains away from 
the miners, loggers, and other 
resource developers. Certainly his 
friend Harriman was able to inter- 
vene both with the California state 
legislature and with the federal 
Congress at crucial times during 
various political debates over the 
future of the national parks and 
Muir remained his friend until Har- 
riman ’s death in 1909. 


and said, after the Hetch Hetchy 
vote in Congress, “They will see 
what I meant in time. There must, 
be places for human beings to satis- 
fy their souls. Food and drink is not 
enough. There is the spiritual. In 
some it is only a germ, of course, 
but the germ will grow!” 

He had faith that others could 
appreciate Beauty as he appreciated 
Beauty/God. Bringing flowers back 
to San Francisco after a hike in 
Marin County, he encountered a 
group of children and saw the de- 
light in their faces when he gave 
them the flowers. ”... Their dirty 
faces fairly glowed with enthusiasm 
while they gazed at them and fond- 
led them reverently as if looking 
into the faces of angels from heaven. 
It was a hopeful sign anil made me 
say: 'No matter into what depths of 
degradation humanity may sink, I 
will never despair while the lowest 
love the pure and beautiful and 
know it when they see it.’” 

Muir realized that the first priority 
was not just reformist movements 
in a liberal, democratic society, but 
fundamental changes in our meta- 
physics. The environmental crisis 
is much more severe, more endur- 
ing, more of a dilemma and a para- 
dox than most have realized. It is 
appropriate, that Muir’s most inten- 
sive ecological resistance should 
concern a place called Hetch 
Hetchy. 

The issue of damming the Hetch 
Hetchy valley involved many sub- 
issues: public versus private water 
development in California, the in- 
tegrity of the new national park 


cept of unlimited expansion, 
and insisted on the point 
that man was going to have to think 
of depriving himself rather than 
abusing his environment. But more 
than that, it marked the moment 
when the implicit religious attitudes 
of the people gained explicit status, 
and though by a kind of reflex 
America violated its conscience, 
dammed the Hetch Hetchy, opted 
for the norms of the past rather 
than those of the future, a blow 
that sent Muir to his grave, never- 
theless the corner was in fact 
turned.” 

Although it could be concluded 
t hat Muir lost Hetch Hetchy to what 
some people thought was the vital 
need to provide water to the city of 
San Francisco with its rapidly in- 
creasing human population, the 
larger context is more sanguine. 
Muir was resisting, or in more posi- 
tive language, he was affirming the 
integrity of Hetch Hetchy. He had 
touched the earth. He was exper- 
iencing his own self beyond the 
narrow social self and his style of 
resistance, his persistence and even 
his personal expressions of frustra- 
tion and inadequacy in the face of 
the overriding concerns of political 
leaders and developers, inspires us 
to. seek a way forourown ecological 
consciousness to develop. 

From a deep, long-range ecology 
perspective, whatever is to be done, 
we are the people to do it; the only 
people to do it. 

Direct action means giving active 
voice to deep ecological intuitions, 



Muir was never enthusiastic 
about abstract political “causes” or 
campaigns. He was specific and 
personal. In his early adulthood, 
Muir was concerned with the suf- 
fering of victims of the Civil War. 
But he was also a pacifist and de- 
cided to go to medical school to 
help those who were suffering. The 
delay in the mails due to the war 
prevented his letter of acceptance 
to medical school from reaching 
him, and he left his home to travel 
in Canada. Muir was never a mis- 
anthrope. His friendships with Carr, 
with Harriman, and with others he 
met on his travels attests to that. 
He was gracious even in his most 
bitter defeat over Hetch Hetchy He 
understood why some opposed him 


system, national interest versus 
regional interests, “the greatest good 
for the greatest number in the long 
run,” and most important, for Muir, 
“right livelihood,” the way we 
should live, relating to places be- 
yond civilization. If Hetch Hetchy 
was dammed, Muir realized, all the 
rivers in California were open to 
scientific management, to economic 
development to serve the perceived 
needs of some humans rather than 
letting the river be. 

In William Everson’s perceptive 
theory, Hetch Hetchy became ”... 
one of the main turning points in 
the spiritual life of the nation, per- 
haps the chief turning point, as far 
as the future was concerned. It 
marked the real closing of the con- 
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encouraging more intuitive insights, 
as well as acquiring more knowl- 
edge of our bioregion, homeland, 
nature and ourselves. 

Much of the process of direct 
action means attuning our rhap- 
sodic intellect and physical bodies 
more fully to what Martin Heidegger 
called “the round dance of appro- 
priation,” that quality of living fully 
in the space between earth, sky, 
gods and our own mortal flesh, 
realizing the danger, in our tech- 
nocratic-industrial society, that 
acting in such a way is a kind of 
risking of our “usual” or entirely 
socially defined self. But we provide 
an opening to being, to receive 

continued, on pg 2 E 
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BEYOND SACRED COWS 
AT THE PUBLIC TROUGH 
OR HEADING TO 
* THE LAST ROUNDUP . . . 
(WITH ANY LUCK AT ALL) 

by Don Schwarzenegger 


• • • 


In Sacred Cows at the Public 
Trough, Denzel and Nancy Ferguson 
have produced the seminal work on 
the grazing situation in the West. For 
any EFler not to read it is a derelic- 
tion. In spite of a reference or two 
about relegating cowboys to roadside 
reptile garens, where they can amuse 
but not do harm, Sacred Cows is the 
most thorough and professional 
catalog of the impacts of grazing on 
natural systems of the West ever put 
together. Therein lie its only flaws 
from the perspective of an eco-radi- 
cal. If anything, it is too professional 
and detached in dealing with a prob- 
lem, which in the West, is only ec- 
lipsed by the threat of a nuclear 
winter. Or as Philip Fradkin, writing 
in the Backpages of Audubon Mag. 
put it, “the impact of countless 
hooves and mouths over the years has 
done more to alter the type of vege- 
tation and landforms of the West than 
all of the water projects, strip-mines, 
powerplants, freeways, and subdivi- 
sion developments combined.” We are 
already experiencing a “bovine sum- 
mer,” as it were. 

Sacred Cows documents that there 
is more grazing pressure now on pub- 
lic ranges (and probably private) than 
at any time since “the great die off” 
(of cows during the last part of the 
19th century due to overgrazing). It 
amazes (and hints at possibilities) 
with the description of an experiment 
that fenced a normally dry arroyo 
from cows and turned it into a live 
stream! The book points out that pop- 
ulations of fish and birdlife are as 
much as 500% greater or more on 
fenced riparian areas than on grazed 
ones. The U.S. Grade A taxpayer is 
forking over about $3,500 in direct 
subsidies per public land ranch job to 
accomplish this destruction. This 
does not include the millions in pre- 
dator control to protect a few 
thousand dollars worth of livestock, 
pest/rodent control, low-ball loans, 
and relief for drought — which in 
many cases is exacerbated by over- 
grazing. Nor does this figure include 
indirect subsidies in the form of en- 
vironmental destruction ... destruc- 
tion of soil, watersheds, flood dam- 
age, extirpation of species, climate 
change, desertification, etc., etc., 
etc. It occurred to me that if the Rus- 
kies tried to pursue such a scorched 
earth policy against us. we would feel 
justified in “nuking” them. 

The authors do an admirable job of 
exploring the biological dynamics of 
overgrazing and the political cultural 
web that condones it. My only criti- 
cism of it is that they leave you 
nowhere to turn to spit out the bile 
that all this information has gener- 
ated. Sacred Cows offers no real ap- 
proaches or strategies but in all fair- 
ness this book is a first step ... an 
expose ... a consciousness raising de- 
vice. 
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The first impulse after reading Sa- 
cred Cows is to go out and Mau Mau 
a few bovids, or engage in some kind 
of biological terrorism like innoculat- 
ing a few thousand head with hoof 
and mouth disease as was recently 
threatened by extortionists in Aus- 
tralia. But this has been tried before. 
Americans killed at least 750,000 
head of cattle, sheep, etc., in Mexico 
earlier in this century to wipe out 
hoof and mouth. The mere elimina- 
tion of livestock was not enough. Cul- 
tural changes didn’t accompany it. 
The cows are back in greater num- 
'bers in Mexico and the disease has 
virtually been eliminated ... tisk. A 
breakthrough against the Tsetse Fly 
(my totem animal) may even be at 
hand and livestock may decimate the 
remaining wildlife of Africa. No, the 
problem doesn’t seem amenable to 
monke.vwrenching or direct action. 
Laying down in front of a herd of cows 
is just a good way to “git cow shit on 
ya.” 

However, there is hope. I believe 
that it was in the 1940’s that Pulitzer 
Prize winning historian and jour- 
nalist. Bernard DeVoto, wrote. “The 
historian finds no convincing evi- 
dence that the cattle business was 
ever ran intelligently enough to sur- 
vive unassisted." Contemporary 
analysis reveals that things haven’t 
changed a hell of a lot since. Witness 
the level of assistance the industry is 
receiving, and it’s still singing a piti- 
ful western tune about how it “jest 
cain’t make it.” 

The outrageous level of assistance 
that the range livestock industry re- 
ceives should make it as vulnerable 
to environmentalist attack as giant 
ground sloths were to Paleo-indian’s 
spears ... with the same conse- 
quences ... extinction. Any strategy 
should focus on removing props and 
assistance that butress these last 
“rugged individualists” (by their own 
acclamation). For instance, since 
many federal and state grazing leases 
are so low (in many cases 1/3 to 1/10 
of what some ranchers sublease them 
to other ranchers), the ranches that 
these leases are attached to have a 
vastly inflated value, which in turn 
inflates the rancher’s net worth and 
borrowing power. The market reflects 
that the ranchers are getting the for- 
age dirt cheap by bidding up the price 
of the base (private) property that 
the lease goes with. If agencies ever 
had the huevos to insist on fair mar- 
ket value for forage, then that would 
kick out the props from a lot of 
operators, especially the marginal 
ones who are usually the worst abus- 
ers of the land. 

A significant percentage of ranches 
are held by wealthy investors and 
speculators who’ve always wanted to 
be cowboys and also just happen to 
like the write-offs that agriculture 
provides. A standard greeting in cof- 


fee shops “Beneath the Mogollon 
Rim” and elsewhere is: “Have a good 
tax year?” I ain’t no tax attorney — 
I’ve never even made enough money 
to meet one — but anyone who has 
any expertise in the area should 
monitor proposed changes in the tax 
code which may come with all this 
talk of “closing loopholes” and “re- 
structuring” the tax laws. When it 
looks like something is likely to 
break, all EFlers should be alerted 
for a letter writing campaign — as 
distasteful as that might be. I’m sure 
if every EFler wrote a letter on some 
obscure portion of the tax code, that 
would bowl over a few legislators. It 
goes without saying that agencies 
must be prevented from shelling out 
lavish sums for range improvements; 
which, as the Fergusons point out, 
usually just spread the damage as 
well as acting as another prop. How 
one accomplishes this, I’m not al- 
together sure. Possibly by attacking 
them in EIS’s and forest plans. 

A lot of the carrying capacity that 
is stated on the lease or on the re- 
lator’s advertisement just ain’t there. 
It has been eaten up in many eases. 
Dropped-out range conservationists 
have told me that they have seen dras- 
tic reductions in forage in the last 10 
years and expect the trend to con- 
tinue. Ranch values are usually mea- 
sured in animal units of carrying ca- 
pacity, and, if they ain’t there, the 
ranch is just existing on phantom 
equity and borrowing power. Proba- 
bly the main impetus for the “Sage- 
brush Rebellion” was BLM’s timid ef- 
fort to reduce carrying capacity to 
what the land could actually support. 
Again, a rancher would have liked to 
continue to pay for the additional 
units that his lease said the land could 
support whether or not he was run- 
ning them, because what he is paying 
per unit of forage to the agency was 


a hell of a lot less than what a bank’s 
appraiser said it was worth in terms 
of sale price and/or collateral for a 
loan. 

An absolutely crucial period for 
making honest men and women out 
of cowboys and cowgirls (i.e., that 
they be forced to practice this 
economic rugged individualism and 
self-reliance they are always talking 
about, at least for the other guy) is 
fast approaching. The BLM and 
USFS are currently studying their 
fee formulas, with a draft report due 
by 11/84 and a final report to Con- 
gress early in 1985. Influencing Con- 
gress’ action on this report should 
head the environmental agenda for 
this period. Straight groups should 
be lobbied to take up the cause. I hate 
to admit it, but perhaps they are best 
suited for this sort of thing. It seems 
like relying on the impersonal pres- 
sures of the pseudomarket is the most 
effective way to deal with the prob- 
lem, in the short term at least ... 
partly because they are impersonal. 
Any industry that has committed 
genocide against indigenous people 
(or had it done for them), extirpated 
numerous species and turned much of 
the West into desert is not going to 
be very troubled about roughing up 
a few greenies, as they have 
threatened to do more than a few 
times (see p. 29(1, Pub. No. 95-79 of 
the Congressional Record, for Chris- 
sakes). 

This economic akido is an impor- 
tant first step in restoring the range 
to a semblance of health, but it is only 
a stop-gap. The real battleground is 
a cultural one. The fact that the 
ranching industry has been able to 
pull off the above-mentioned coups is 
due to the fact that the cowboy has 
been viewed as a virtual demi-god by 
the American public ... especially 


those with a little distance from the 
real thing. As Wallace Stegner has 
said, “the myths have consistently 
obscured — been used to obscure” 
the real West. The Fergusons state it 
a little more bluntly: 

“Seldom in history have so 
many been so thoroughly 
brain washed by so few. The 
truth of the matter is: No in- 
dustry or human activity on 
earth has destroyed or altered 
more of nature than the lives- 
tock industry. The slow-talk- 
ing cowboy and his docile cows 
are the center of a monstrous 
myth, a part, of Americarla 
that rests on concocted imag- 
ery and fabrication — an 
enormous falsehood based on 
profound ignorance." 

Owen Wister, author of The Virgi- 
nian, the insipid book I was forced 
to read in high school, is generally 
identified as the first, or at least the 
most successful, perpetrator of the 
myth. In Water’s view (from the East 
Coast), the cowboy was a knight-er- 
rant, a Lancelot, our Robin Hood ... 
“No soldier of fortune adventured 
with bolder carelessness; no fiercer 
blood ever stained a border.” The 
range livestock industry has been hid- 
ing behind all this purple prose (con- 
sciously or unconsciously) for the last 
80 or so years. Wister was their ulti- 
mate PR man. He’s even got the pres- 
ident playing cowboy. 

We need new myths as a nation ... 
myths that will elevate those aspects 
of American culture that are condu- 
cive to survival and equality among 
species. I'm not going to pretend to 
forge them. I’m no poet, as should be 
obvious by now. Those with the 
genius must be touched. The West 
must produce its own great writers, 
not fawning wimps imagining what 
“real men” are like. 
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Also, we must begin goring the sa- 
cred cow, treating the myth of the 
cowboy with the contempt it de- 
serves. Shake the bastards’ confi- 
dence that they are universally en- 
vied and adored. 

News is coming along continually 
to the effect that beef isn’t very good 
for you. Except for a few blips around 
the Pleistocene (from which we may 
not be descended anyway) most of the 


animal protein for our species has 
probably been in the form of lizards, 
insects, rodents, fish, birds, etc. with 
the occasional windfall of red meat. 
There is some interesting an- 
thropological theorizing going on that 
we actually evolved as scavengers and 
not hunters. Our current epidemic of 
degenerative diseases in part reflects 
that we are not evolutionarily 
adapted to a diet heavy with red meat 
— Dave Foreman being a case in 
point. The nutritionists may be the 
ultimate saviors of the range. But 
help them along. At your next cook- 
out amaze your hosts and throw that 
T-bone to the dog. Better yet, eat the 
dog. You don’t want to be invited back 
by such middle class geeks anyway. 

This is not to say that we should 
abandon all red meat production. 
There are vast tracts of the West that 
co-evolved with large herbivores over 
the last 20 million years . . . wide rang- 
ing herds that would move and let the 
range recover and not ambush every 
green shoot as it emerges. The plains 
grasses actually need the trampling 
and manuring of big animals like 
bison, elk and probably mastodon, 
camel, ground sloth and the large car- 
nivores that pushed them into herd- 
ing behaviors. Diaries of the buffalo 
hunters reveal that they would track 
the herds by following the swaths of 


green grass that the buffalo would 
create! 

As the Fergusons point out, a Dr. 
Fredrick Wagner of Utah State Uni- 
versity estimates that the plains sup- 
ported more animal units in the form 
of bison, antelope, elk, etc., in pre- 
Columbian times than they do now in 
the form of white-faced range slugs. 
When you realize that wild herbi- 
vores have about 20-30% more pro- 
tein per pound than domestic beef (at 
least that is the figure for moose) 
then this amounts to a considerable 
increase in production. What the 
ranching industry has done is to re- 
place a very valuable resource (buf- 
falo, elk, antelope, etc.) with a re- 
source that is less valuable but stupid 
and docile enough to be compatible 
with its ideas of land tenure. 

Instead of being apologists for the 
range livestock industry, the western 
land grant universities should be hard 
at work devising methods of tearing 
down fences on the range, reintroduc- 
ing native grazers and their pre- 
dators, and working on cooperative 
harvest methods at levels that would 
be sustainable. In wilderness pre- 
serves, people should be encouraged 
to hunt the, by then, much more 
abundant game animals, but with 
primitive weapons. If people want 
red meat, the healthy and active 


should be encouraged to hunt it, if 
only to restore ritual and respect for 
the process of acquiring sustenance. 
Our culture should institute a suc- 
cessful hunt as a right of passage, 
with accolades surpassing those 
given to an All-State tackle. This 
could have an enormous humbling, 
and therefore positive, impact on the 
collective psyche of our nation. 

Admittedly, the above is a rather 
high-blown and distant goal. More im- 
mediately, we must take some first 
steps toward restoring sanity on the 
range by excising the economic bloat 
of assistance from the range livestock 
industry, by some of the methods 
mentioned previously, and thereby 
getting rid of the worst abusers in 
the ranching community — those that 
would rather play cowboy than man- 
age. Although it should be vigorously 
agitated for, an outright ban on lives- 
tock from public lands probably won’t 
fly right now. The level of outrage on 
the part of the American people is 
not high enough. This is due to a mas- 
sive ignorance of the problem. This 
situation has not been helped much 
by various elements of the environ- 
mental community who have bent 
over backwards in placating the cow- 
boys out of some half-assed romantic 
notion that cowboys represent a free 
lifestyle that is the cultural equiva- 


lent of wilderness. These “environ- 
mentalists” are fawning wimps of the 
worst order, who make Owen Wister 
look positively heraldic in compari- 
son. Although it is frustrating in that 
it doesn’t lay out any approaches, and 
that its points are sometimes in- 
adequately documented, Sacred 
Cotas is the first book with the guts 
to run counter to one of the predomin- 
ant myths of our society, to begin to 
expose the egregiousness of the 
range livestock industry. 

I’m sure that the Fergusons wrote 
the book in spite of the personal and 
financial risk they know will come in 
response. The least you can do is read 
it and disseminate the information 
widely. While you are at it, the next 
time you bite into a big juicy steak, 
remember that you are: “tasting the 
high country,” and the desert, and 
the mesas, and woodlands and the 
riparian areas just as if you were eat- 
ing with a ten-cubic-foot drag line. 

Big Don Schwarzenegger is a long- 
time critic of grazingin the Southwest. 
He has worked as a cowboy and 
lumberjack in Colorado, an asphalt 
spreader in Indianapolis, an adobe 
mason in New Mexico, and a big game 
hunting guide in Alaska. Sometimes 
he washes his hands and writes an 
article for Earth First! and other 
publications. 
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ANIMAL TOWN GAMES 

by Wildcat Annie 


Last year I discovered a great 
source for cooperative and non- 
competitive games for both adults 
and children. Animal Town is a 
family-owned mail order company 
started in 1976. The games they 
invent are about conservation, self- 
sufficiency, Mother Nature and 
social well-being and are designed to 
be highly informative, thought 
provoking — as well as fun to play. 
Two of their more popular 
conservation games are Save the 
Whales and Dam Builders. In Save 
the Whales, players must work 
together to save eight whale species 
from extinction. Oil spills, 
radioactive wastes, catcher ships 
and floating factories all threaten 
the whales and even with complete 
cooperation the players may lose a 
species. In the Dam Builders, players 
are beavers working together to 
build a lodge, gather food and to 


Betrayers of the Truth 
By William Broad and Nicholas 
Wade, Simon and Schuster, NY, 
1982. Reviewed by Holly Jensen. 

Betrayers of the Truth, is an 
intriguing book about tbe true na- 
ture of science and the mechanisms 
of change. It is also essential reading 
for anyone concerned with chang- 
ing the current exploitive practices 
which now threaten our own earth’s 
survival. Unlike the noble, self- 
veriiying field described to us by 
sociologists, historians, and phil- 
osophers (all aliens to the field and 
thus unaware of the actual factors 
which guide the direction of re- 
search) the authors, by studying 
the pathology of science (i.e., the 
many researchers found guilty of 
fraud and deceit) have ascertained 
a clearer picture of the field than 
many individuals working within 
it. 

For romantics and those unfam- 
iliar with the publish or perish 
mandate for success, the n umerous 
cases in which researchers have 
intentionally subverted the very 
tenets of science in the interests of 


protect themselves from predators 
and the Army Corp of Engineers who 
is out to destroy the beavers’ habitat. 
Other games focus on organic 
farming, mountaineering, travel, 
music, American women, etc. There 
are numerous non-competitive 
games and books for children of all 
ages. Also featured in the catalog are 
cassettes of old time radio, lullabies, 
songs and stories, and sounds of 
nature. Over a hundred different 
rubber stamps are offered with 
something for everybody. There are 
stamps for teachers, stamps on 
health, love, animals, peace, stamps 
for special occasions, for borders and 
for business and correspondence. To 
get a free catalog write Animal Town 
Company, PO Box 2002. Santa 
Barbara, CA 93120. They would 
probably appreciate a 37c stamp to 
help with postage. 


furthering personal goals, will seem 
astonishing, perhaps unbelievable. 
However, aware of the revolution- 
ary nature of the ideas presented, 
the authors have carefully and 
cautiously presented their well- 
documented treatise. 

Rather than accepting the resear- 
chers’ premise that those scientists 
convicted of fraud were merely 
isolated cases of morally bankrupt 
individuals in a crowd of selfless 
scientists looking only for the truth, 
authors Broad and Wade propose 
that it is in fact the institution of 
science which tempts researchers 
to cheat and thus abandon the 
truths they pretend to devote their 
lives to. Despite the lofty ideals of 
their profession, much of science is 
guided by the same self-centered 
drives seen in other professions - 
economics, career advancement, 
ego and power. 

The importance of this book lies 
not only in its demonstration that 
science is not the admirable pro- 
fession we once believed, but also 
in its recognition of our casual and 
unquestioning acceptance of the 


THE CHRONICLES OF 
THOMAS COVENANT, 

THE UNBELIEVER 

BY STEPHEN DONALDSON 
Reviewed by Brian Carter 

It may seem frivolous, with the 
nightmare of a planet being wasted 
becoming a reality around us, to 
indulge in reading a fictional 
account of the same process. Even 
more so when the story stretches 
over six volumes. Bui one of the 
first tilings to be lost in the process 
of“civilization”acoording to mater- 
ialist terms is the power of myth to 
both educate and inspire. The old 
myths also provide a good perspec- 
tive of (he human race’s place in 
this world, and the books by 
Stephen Donaldson are an updating 
of some of those. 

There is no space here to go into 
detail about the complex hut vivid 
mixture of characters and life forms, 
themes, metaphors and ideas con- 


institutions which direct our lives. 
In so doing, it provides a keyhold 
through which other aspects of our 
indoctrinated reality may also be 
viewed more critically. We have 
been taught that science builds 
upon the ideas of the past, ever 
striving for the most sophisticated, 
validated and reasonable inter- 
pretation of the world we inhabit. 
Nothing could be farther from the 
truth. Paradigms or world views 
change by revolution, the new sup- 
planting the old. Proponents of the 
Copernican Revolution which 
transferred solar system centrality 
from the earth to the sun, were 
condemned for heresy by people so 
isolated and insecure that they 
could not admit they were wrong, 
though professionally they were 
dedicated only to the search for 
truth. The task of exposing the 
currently accepted homocentric 
world view for the self-indulgent, 
exploitive fraud which it really is, 
and extending our sphere of moral 
concern to encompass all life is 
becoming increasingly recognized 
as an essential step we must take if 


tained in Donaldson’s books. I don't 
need to say much as far as entertain- 
ment — most of these volumes were 
on the best-seller list as they 
appeared. But I would like to men- 
tion a few reasons EFlers might 
want to carry a volume or two along 
on expeditions to fill in those rainy 
days or to kill an hour or two while 
waiting for the evening’s activites 
to begin. 

Thomas Covenant is a typical 
American in his awareness of the 
natural world. It’s something out 
there that’s good for creating pri- 
vacy, but he’s got other problems — 
major ones, personally speaking. 
But his consciousness is destined to 
undergo some radical transforma- 
tions when, through a benign sor- 
cery, he finds himself in a com- 
pletely different space-time frame. 
Except for a few uncomfortable 
details, it all still seems like the 
average Alic-e-in-Wonderland trans- 
formation. But Covenant soon dis- 
covers the people ho meets and The 
Land, whore he now struggles to 
survive and understand, have prob- 
lems that make his difficulties pale. 


wo are to avert the ever increasing 
threat of self-imposed planetary 
destruction. 

When science demonstrated the 
fallacy of the inaccurate pre-Coper- 
nican vision that we projected, we 
adjusted our thinking. Ecology now 
teaches us that life has always been 
a seamless web of interconnected, 
interrelated parts. The homocentric 
assumptions currently responsible 
for the global tyrannization of non- 
human life and the destruction of 
the biota upon which all life (includ- 
ing our own) depends are without 
moral or scientific validity. This is 
the ultimate denial of reality. 

The continued allegiance to eco- 
nomic and political constructs in 
the face of ever increasing biological 
evidence to the contrary is just 
another example of the unquestion- 
ing manner with which we accept 
the inculcated premises of our 
society’s institutions. 

Betrayers’ real value likes in its 
ability to make us think critically 
and question authority. 

Holly Jensen is an animal rights 
activist in Gainesville, Florida. 
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What’s more, he seems to be their 
best hope of pulling off some sort of 
victory in preventing what is left of 
the eocystem they occupy from 
becoming wasteland. The villian 
here is Lord Foul, the Despiser, but 
it’s almost too easy to substitute 
one’s own favorite corporation. 

It may be that is the one weakness 
— the story too closely parallels this 
age. Or it may be its major strength. 
Covenant goes on to meet different 
races, people whose intimate 
knowledge of the Land’s secrets is 
fast being lost: those who c an intone 
a certain type of rock to provide 
heat; others who know the power 
inherent in wood. The Land itself 
provides its greatest defense by the 
diversity and beauty which sustain 
life, material and spiritual. Coven- 
ant's senses are awakened to a 
health that is tangible but delicate, 
and he soon realizes the battle 
ahead. In scenes that many EFlers 
will appreciate for graphic intensity, 
the Lords of Revelstone, sworn to 
defense of The Land, lead and sup- 
port Covenant as he slowly over- 
comes his aversion to violence in 
aiding that defense. 

Still, it’s obvious that violence is 
not the ultimate answer, and per- 
haps that is where the real lessons 
are. There must also be room for 
those who can understand the sub- 
tle interrelationships of living 
creation, whose power lies in that 
they know when and where action 
is needed. And there is clearly 
demonstrated the spirit that pushes 
on after the worst losses, that turns 
an enemy to an ally ora wound into 
a weapon. 

That may be what we’ll need 
most. For myself. I’ll never pass a 
bog of spring peepers again without 
considering the Waynhim and their 
way of life. I won’t meet a fellow 
eco-freak without remembering the 
Woodhelven folk or the Giants of 
Coerci. And I won’t soon forget the 
Forestal and his joy in torturing 
Ravers. But mostly I won’t forget 
the need to take care lest I become 
what I hate. 

One word of caution, and one of 
encouragement: read the six books 
in proper order or you ’ll be confused 
and miss out on important connec- 
tions; and keep going — each book 
is-better than the one before. 

Earth First! November 1, 1984 



DIRECT ACTION (cont) 

answers to questions we have not 
yet begun to ask. 

From a deep ecology perspective 
there is a fascination, a deep engage- 
ment with living and yet a simplicity 
and joy in this serious undertaking. 
John Muir, near the end of his very 
active life, once said, “I only went 
out for a walk and finally concluded 
to stay until sundown, for going 
out, I discovered, was actually going 
in.” 

Inward and outward direction, 
two aspects of the same process. 

We are not alone. We are part and 
parcel of the larger community, the 
land community. Each life in its own 
sense is heroic and connected. In 
the words of the Bodhisativa, “No 
one is saved until we are all saved.” 

This perspective encompasses all 
notions of saving anything, whether 
it be an endangered species, the 
community, or your own self. Each 
life is a heroic quest. It is a journey 
of the spirit during which we dis- 
cover our purpose. We have only to 
embark, to set out in our own hearts, 
on this journey we began so long 
ago. 

So the real work is becoming real, 
doing what is real, really dancing 
the days and nights away. Nothing 
is labored, nothing forced. 

The process of developing matur- 
ity is simpler than many think. Like 
water flowing through the canyons, 
always yielding, always finding its 
way back, simple in means, rich in 
ends. 

In this book we have looked at 
many aspects of the "ultimate 
norms” of deep ecology, self-realiza- 
tion and biocentric equality. We 
have seen how these norms can 
apply to our individual lives, to the 
development of maturity, and to 
public policy. 

We have presented a tentative 
'platform' or set of basic principles 
of deep ecology derived from these 
norms which applies to our pre- 
dicament in technocratic-industrial 
society. 

We have discussed various paths 
to better public policy from a deep 
ecology perspective and various 
ways to greater maturity in the 
individual. 

And we have suggested that we 
need more ecotopian visions of liv- 
ing in mixed communities of 
humans, rivers, deer, insects and 
trees. 

The final suggestion in this book 
comes from Arne Naess. 

“In the long run, in order to joy- 
fully and wholeheartedly partici- 
pate in the deep ecology movement 
you have to take your own life very 
seriously. People who successfully 
cultivate a deep, intense inner life 
are m uch better able to consistently 
maintain a deep ecological view and 
to act on behalf of it. And I sit down 
and breathe deeply and just feel 
where I am.” 

Bill Devall is a professor of sociology a! 
Humboldt State University, Areata, 
California. George Sessions is a 
professor of philosophy at Sierra 
College. Rocklin, California. They are 
two of the leading students of Deep 
Ecology in the United States. 



ONE MORE FOR THE GIPPER 

Guest Editorial by Environmentalists for Reagan 


Now that America is on the 
threshold of a second term with the 
Reagan Administration, it is time for 
conservationists to take a second 
look at the record. The prevailing 
viewpoint espoused by the more 
vocal of our environmental leaders 
has been one of criticism, distrust 
and even slander against this 
administration. “Environmentalists 
for Reagan," an ad hoc group of 
concerned leaders within the ranks 
of the environmental movement, has 
chosen to rise out of a position of 
silent acquiescence to speak out in 
defense of the very misunderstood 
environmental record of Ronald 
Reagan. 

We feel the crux of this 
unfortunate misrepresentation of 
the Reagan record lies in a shallow 
interpretation of his truly visionary 
perspectives. Critiques of this 
administration's actions on behalf of 
the environment, we feel, are 
generally based on narrow- 
viewpoints. erroneous assumptions 
and values which are inappropriate 
to the times. 

Let us begin with a very concrete 
example. During Ronald Reagan's 
tenure as governor of California he 
was quoted as saying something 
along the lines of “you've seen one 
redwood tree and you've seen them 
all . . ." This statement was widely- 
touted by his detractors as 
exhibiting a profound callousness 
toward that mightyconiferousgiant. 
On the surface it may appear that 
way, but in reality this statement 
was an expression of Reagan's deep 
understanding of the mystical 
foundations of physical reality. 
Within its appropriate philosophical 
context, the phrase, “you've seen one 
tree and you’ve seen them all” refers 
to the fact that all of reality may be 
reflected in each and every one of 
God's creations. To a man or woman 
of real vision, a single redwood tree 
reflects the essence of all redwood 
trees. 

What then is the purpose of 
endlessly proclaiming parks and 
preserves for the redwood species? 
The Reagan administration realizes 
that wanting more, more, more is an 
insensitive materialistic attitude. 
Even though founded on good 
intentions, the insatiable demand for 
more parks and wilderness has gone 
too far and Reagan realizes this. 
Unless we begin to concentrate on 


what we already have protected, we 
run the serious risk of losing the 
ability to perceive the beauties of a 
single tree. We become desensitized 
and the environment will ultimately 
suffer. 

There is another widely repeated 
phrase which needs explanation; 
Reagan is quoted as saying 
something like “trees are a great 
cause of air pollution.” This was a 
joking statement based on a serious 
principle of deep ecology. The 
natural world is diverse and what is 
food for one species is poison for 
another. Trees “breathe” like 
human beings, except that they 
“inhale” carbon dioxide and 
“exhale” oxygen. That oxygen 
becomes a primary source of 
“pollution” from the point of view of 
the forest. Granted, the joke was too 
subtle to be grasped by the general 
public, but true visionary ecologists 
who are capable of viewing the world 
through the eyes of trees as well as 
human beings will see his point. 

Reagan is criticized for cutting 
National Park acquisition funds and 
supporting instead more con- 
cessionaire services. This was really 
a move to protect backcountry 
wilderness. The Reagan administra- 
tion is accused of being anti- 
wilderness, but in truth the 
administration is pro-wilderness. 
Their method for protecting 
wilderness, however, involves a 
sophisticated reverse tactic 
evidenced in their National Park 
policy. 

The idea is to create small 
concentrated meccas of development 
within and adjacent to parks, which 
will serve to attract the urban 
minded masses. Those who are not 
sensitive to wilderness values will 
gravitate to the public service 
centers operated by concessionaires. 
Thus, by improvingthe conditions of 
the commercial sections of our 
National Parks we are helping to 
protect from abuse pristine 
backcountry conditions too. We 
concentrate visitors in developed 
areas by making those developed 
areas cleaner, more comfortable and 
generally more attractive. Truly 
President Reagan’s method for 
enhancing the National Parks is 
more effective in the long run than 
merely purchasing more canyons, 
mountains, and trees. 

Reagan's record on cleaning up 



toxic wastes dumps has been 
assailed as a failure chiefly because 
his administration lowered the 
E.P.A. budget, cut its manpower and 
worked out deals with industry. 
Besides the obvious economic 
benefits, this seeming procrastina- 
tion to clean up toxic waste sites has 
had environmental benefits too. The 
public has perceived the problem 
from only one viewpoint: Site X is 
polluted, so let's clean up site X. 
There is a further problem which 
only President Reagan and Anne 
Gorsuch-Burford seem to have 
comprehended: once the toxics have 
been collected from site X, they have 
to be deposited somewhere else. 
Then site Y or site Z become 
repositories of toxic chemicals. You 
have an ever-accelerating 
environmental hazard created by 
“clean-up" procedure. 

By delaying clean-up programs the 
president is actually containing 
pollutants in existing areas, 
avoiding the collection of toxics in 
secondary dump sites where they 
might pose additional and more 
serious consequences due to their 
heavier concentrations. The small 
statistical increase in human and 
animal deformities, disease and 
deaths is the price humanity must 
pay for living in a modern world. 
“Environmentalists for Reagan” 
applaud his concern for all the 
currently "clean” areas which might 
become future repositories of 
concentrated wastes in the event of 
massive Superfund “clean-up" 
programs. 

These are but a few examples of 
how President Reagan's environ- 
mental policies and statements have 
been misrepresented by the media 
and misunderstood by the public. We 
are confident that in the future as 
people begin to develop a deeper 
sense of commitment to the 
environment, they will see that the 
Reagan administration was a truly 
visionary administration with the 
highest respect for the environment. 

In the meantime, the general 
public could benefit from a closer 
look at the record as we have tried to 
provide here. Let us not jump to 
conclusions at seeming insensitiv- 
ities, but look to the deeper hidden 
rationale behind the President's 
actions. 


Letters 


Dear Dave: 

Radical (definition 1): of or from the 
root or roots; going to the center, 
foundation, or source of something; 
fundamental; basic. This from an old 
Webster’s; the ratio of its age to mine 
is approaching one. We should be 
proud of the radical label, explain to 
the masses just what-the-hell it 
means, and point out that Reagan, 
Crowell, etc., are not conservative 
but that perhaps we are. The 
philosophy of the Reagan crew needs 
some new title but I vote for no com- 
promise on the use of “radical” to de- 
scribe Earth First! And may the 
smoke long rise from your chimney. 

Hank Brv.se 
Madison, Wisconsin 


Dear Earth First! 

At last an environmental group 
that comes pretty darned close to ex- 
pressing my own strongly (but sec- 
retly) held beliefs! No other group 
I’m familiar with has articulated the 
need for sane population decline and 
to return many (most?) currently de- 
veloped areas to their natural state 
(e.g., Hetch Hetchy and Glen Can- 
yon). 

On the question of population re- 
duction I strongly recommend for 
your readers the study “Urgently 
Needed Now: A National Policy to Re- 
duce U.S. Population.” (Write to 
Negative Population Growth, Inc., 16 
E. 42nd St., Suite 1042, New York, 
NY 10017.) 

To your “Principles of Deep Ecol- 
ogy,” I would add: “Resource manage- 
ment must stress beauty, sustainabil- 
ity, and utility, with emphasis in that 
order.” Up to now the emphasis of 
these principles has been reversed. 

I am sending my membership dona- 
tion to Wildcat Annie. 

— Alamere 


Dear Tree Huggers 
I just sent in my renewal to Wild- 
cat Annie, and enclosed an extra 10 
bucks to keep the lock on Igor’s 
cage. You may use it as bail money 
for an EFIster or to send a sub- 
scription to some other weirdo like 
us who thinks the earth is still worth 
saving. 

- Wyanokie At 

Dear EF! 

. . . it's taken me a while. After 
reams of letter writing, member- 
ships in too many conservation 
organizations (who don’t have time 
in their elitist agenda for me), and a 
feeling of general crankiness — I’m 
finally admitting I’m an Earth First! 
person. Sort of like coming out of the 
closet or standing up for the first 
time at an AA meeting. 

I’ve only got so much time, and 
don’t want to end up having behaved 
too well and wasting my talent for 
creative disruption. 

So sign me up — or whatever you 
do to recognize my happily admitted 
desire to be involved. 

— Salt Lake City, Utah 



MOVING? 

SEND 
US YOUR 
NEW 

ADDRESS! 
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SAVE A RIVER, 


STAKE A MINING CLAIM 


by Abdul Alhazred 

For the past year or so, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) has 
been devoting much of its time and 
the public’s money to the selling of 
some of the federal land it manages. 
For anyone who doesn’t know it, 
the BLM is the federal agency within 
the Department of Interior dele- 
gated the responsibility of managing 
284 million acres of public land, 
mostly in the 13 western states and 
Alaska. In comparison, the more 
widely known U,S. Forest Service 
administers only 191 million acres 
of your land. The stated purpose of 
selling these lands is federal debt 
reduction. Conceived as the Asset 
Mangement Program, more than a 
year ago the BLM, along with the 
other federal agencies which 
manage public lands, were told to 
identify those lands which were 
“uneconomical to manage and had 
no significant resource values.” 
These lands were to be offered for 
sale at a fair market value. In the 
aftermath of ex-Secretary Watt’s 
famous Powder River Basin coal 
giveaway, the much publicized 
Asset Management Program quickly 


fell into disfavor. Or at least in 
name it did. Even though the Asset 
Mangement Program has been 
ended, the land sales by the BLM 
continue. This is due to the fact 
that the Reagan administration still 
favors the privatization of the 
public’s resources and that the sale 
proceeds will enter the Treasury 
Department coffers. 

I will not dwell on the fact that 
our national heritage is being 
squandered away forever for the 
purpose of reducing the Fed’s influ- 
ence in the western states, but will 
concentrate on the monetary pro- 
ceeds from these sales. The facts 
of this matter are that, legally, 
very little of the BLM land sale 
proceeds can go towards reducing 
this country’s sky-rocketing federal 
deficit. By law, only 20 percent goes 
to the general fund, 4 percent goes 
to the state in which the land was 
sold, and the remainder, 76 percent 
goes toward the reclamation fund. 
What is this “reclamation fund,” you 
ask? Why, they’re the folks who 
build the dams on your favorite 
western rivers: the Bureau of 
Reclamation! Monies obtained by 


this tactic a little tricky if the pro- 
posed sale lands are withdrawn 
from mining location early in the 
bureaucratic pre-sale process. An 
announcement in the Federal 
Register may be the only early 
public notice given. Contact the 
local BLM offices regularly and use 
the Freedom of Information Act, if 
necessary, to determine what lands 
are to be sold and if, and when they 
are to be withdrawn from mineral 
entry. Even if the land has already 
been withdrawn when you discover 
the planned sale, all is not lost. You 
have 30 to 90 days (depending on 
which state the lands are in) to file 
your claim location notice with the 
county courthouse and 90 days to 
file with the BLM after you locate 
your claim. It is slightly illegal, but 
highly undetectable, to pre-date 
your location notices to before the 
date of withdrawal, but before the 
filing deadline. I recommend using 
association placer claims. They can 
be up to 160 acres in size, if there 
are 8 co-locators. Recordation fees 
are generally about $10.00 and the 
yearly “assessment work” require- 
ment is only $100.00. Assessment 
work refers to any kind of mineral 


this means don’t have to be scrutin- 
ized and approved by your elected 
Congress. Pork barrel water pro- 
jects have a guaranteed source of 
funding! 

What can you do to stop this devi- 
ous transmutation of our national 
heritage to unneeded water pro- 
jects? You could petition your 
congressmen to halt all public land 
sales or to repeal 43 USC 391, that 
part of the Reclamation Act of June 
17, 1902, which provides for its 
present mode of funding. 

A more direct, grassroots ap- 
proach to short-circuiting this dam- 
building scheme is to enlist the aid 
of a very old and outdated law: the 
1872 Mining Law. This law gave the 
people of this nation the right to 
prospect for, extract, and lay claim 
to the mineral wealth on the public 
lands. Although it has been amend- 
ed numerous times, it is still in effect 
more than 100 years after its enact- 
ment. Any mining claim, located 
on a piece of public land, precludes 
the sale of that land. The claim must 
be located prior to any land with- 
drawal emplaced prior to the act ual 
sale. Pending regulations may make 


development on the claim. Per- 
forming all the paperwork and little, 
if any, of the ground work in locating 
and performing assessment work 
on claims is a common but extra- 
legal activity. “Paper claims, ”as they 
are called, are routinely used by 
speculators to tie-up large blocks of 
public land. The federal govern- 
ment seldom challenges any of 
these claims unless there is some 
unacceptable use occuring on the 
claims, such as a residence, or if the 
land is needed for an important 
public project. In these cases, a 
costly and time consuming validity 
examination would be reluctantly 
undertaken by the BLM. 

Your local BLM or Forest Service 
office can give you details on the 
ins and outs of the 1872 Mining 
Law and how to file a claim. 

Mining claims have in the past, 
and will in the future, prevent 
public land sales. Here, at last, is a 
chance for you boaters to take direct 
measures to prevent the wanton 
damming of our rivers and streams 
and at the same time, protect the 
national heritage of our public 
lands. 

Good luck and happy mining! 


IN DEFENSE OF DOGS 


by Jim Stiles 


What are we, a bunch of environ- 
mental purists? I can’t believe what 
I’m reading. This is the same move- 
ment whose spiritual leader advo- 
cates littering highways with beer 
cans? Isn’t Nagasaki Johnson the 
guy in search of the perfect ham- 
burger? (None of that millet and 
sprouts crap.) So, as I sat reading 
the latest Earth First! Journal, and 
information on the ’84 Round River 
Rendezvous, 1 was stricken by two 
words, set in large, bold-faced type 
that stood out from the print around 
it. They arrogantly proclaimed: 

NO DOGS. 

I protest. For the last ten years, I 
have shared my good and bad times 
with a couple of dogs. For about the 
same period of time, I have been 
employed by an agency of the Fed- 
eral government which is dedicated 
to preserving remnants of our once 
great America, and at the same time 
making those remnants available 
for the enjoyment of millions of 
human beings. 

I spend a lot of time telling people 
what they can’t do. They can’t chop 
down the nearest juniper for the 
evening bonfire; they can’t eternal- 
ize themselves by carving their 
initials on a canyon wall; they can’t 
pick the flowers or trample the 
erytograms; they can’t use the Wes- 
tern Kingbirds for target practice 
with their .22s. (“But shit man, 
those birds are everywhere. ”); they 
can’t piss in the potholes; they have 
to keep their four-wheel drive 
vehicles on the road. I could go on 
forever. 

Never, ever have I seen a dog 
commit any of these violations. So 
what happens; instead of prohibit- 
ing humans from entering these 
natural areas, my canine friends 


have been banned. An absolute 
outrage. 

Of course the ban was applauded 
by most “environmentalists” who 
feel that dogs are not a part of the 
natural scene. 

“That dog ruined my wilderness 
eocperience!" said the man with the 
“Big Wall” 100% wool cap, Patagonia 
Bunting jacket and Goretex parka, 
Yak Works cross-suspension pack, 
North Face prime northern goose 
down sleeping bag and Geodesic 
tent. He threw his gear into his 
$1 2,000 Saab and indignantly drove 
away. Back to Boulder. Back to 
awesome Boulder. 

Harrumph. My dogs don’t own a 
Saab and they wear their own sleep- 
ing bags. BUT they are not without 
sin. They chase rabbits. 

Yes, that’s right; lizards, too, chip- 
munks occasionally. Muckluk even 
caught a lizard a few years ago — a 
western whiptail as I recall. Ate it 
right down. 

I can hear the protests and out- 
cries right now. But is it so bad? 
Let’s consider those rabbits that 
my dogs so dearly love to pursue 
and harass. Each animal has devel- 
oped its own defense mechanism in 
order to survive. The grizzly bear 
relies on its strength, the porcupine 
depends upon its quills, the skunk 
has its own unique system. But 
most animals, the smaller ones 
especially, depend on their speed 
and quickness to survive. 

It is a sadly accepted fact that the 
predator population — the wolves, 
foxes, bears, bobcats, mountain 
lions — have been severely depleted. 
The coyotes are mercilessly hunted 
and trapped. Our movement in part 
exists in defense of those animals. 



And what happens to their vic- 
tims? What happens to the cotton- 
tails, the whiptail lizards, the 
antelope ground squirrels? They 
start getting complacent; their 
speed isn’t as critical as it once was 
to their survival. So they eat more, 
they’re bored, they watch too much 
television. 

Their speed is linked directly to 
the animal that preys upon them. 
Have you ever considered, could it 
be possible, that at one time the 
Hereford Cow was a sleek, graceful, 
agile animal that could run rings 
around a gazelle? Until for reasons 
we will never know, the predator 
that fed upon them was eliminated. 

Think about it. The possibilities 
are staggering. The hippopotamus, 
the elephant, Utah women. What 


can I say? 

So when I see my dogs futilely 
pursing a cottontail, I will know 
that I’m being a good environmen- 
talist because I’m keeping those 
little critters in top condition until 
the predators can rebuild their 
populations. 

Which brings me back to the 
beginning, the Earth First! ban on 
dogs. By the time this goes to press, 
the RRR will be history and the 
dogs will have been shunned, ostra- 
cized and discriminated against by 
a prejudice based on ignorance 
which has no place in our enlight- 
ened society. On behalf of dogs, 
enslaved, abused, and yearning to 
be free, I am organizing the Dogs 
Have Rights Too Committee (D.H.- 
R.T.C., pronounced Dhrtc). Those 
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interested in joining this cause may 
write to : Box 221, Moab, Utah 
84532. 

Together with an unshaken faith 
in our cause, with the unbounded 
determination of our souls, we will 
obtain the inevitable victory, so help 
us God. 

Thank you. 

(And I’ll bet that not a single 
person reading the last paragraph 
recognized that Franklin Roosevelt 
uttered those exact words on De- 
cember 8, 1941. History is dead.) 

— Jim Stiles 


Artist, curmudgeon and misanthrope, 
Jim Stiles is a ranger at Arches 
National Park, Utah, where he lives 
with his two dogs. 
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ARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 


Everyman played the part of Western Civilization & got rich 
became a star but offstage Old Man Coyote 
says he drank heavily & peeped through ladies’ keyholes 



THE MORNING 


WATER SONG 

O Heron, Turtle, 

Beaver, sing 
the magic songs. 

Sing loudly 
of the ripple 
and falls, of 
those who sang 
your lives in 
word, who lived 
your heart in song. 

Sing of children 
under water, of 
Blue Darter’s wife, 
she who fed them, 
washed their clothes. H 
Come story us again K 
with the seldom N 

heard. Come sing 
the magic songs. 

< 

Walt Franklin 


The morning 
full of bird songs 

When one 
would be enough 

Dennis Maloney 

Buffalo 

(from his book Pine Hut Poems, Swift Kick Press, 1984) 


THE TREES ARE DOWN 


The Last Whale 

You are the last whale, 
washed up on a far beach. 

The waves are pushing against you. 
Your brothers and sisters are gone. 
The light is too bright for your eyes. 
You cannot breathe. 

Small children are throwing rocks 
and laughing, 

climbing onto your body. 

You die, alone, 
your ears full of wind. 

You are the last buffalo. 

The sun is setting over the plains. 
You stand alone, enormous, 
heavy with fur, lonely. 

You are tired of running. 

All of your friends have gone. 

It seems even the earth has turned 
against you. 

There is no one to say goodbye. 

You rest, listening to the wind. 

When the time is right, 

the spirit of the wolf returns. 

GARY LAWLESS 

South Harpswell 


-and he cried with a loud voice: 

Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees- » v 

(Revelation.] 

They are coming down the great plane-trees at the end of the gardens. 

For days there has been the grate of the saw, the swish of the branches 
as they fall, 

The crash of trunks, the rustle of trodden leaves. 

With the "Whoops” and the "Whoas," the loud common talk, the loud 
common laughs of the men, above it all. 

I remember one evening of a long past Spring 

Turning in at a gate, getting out of a cart, and finding a large dead rat 
in the mud of the drive. 

I remember thinking: alive or dead, a rat was a god-forsaken thing, 

But at least, in May, that even a rat should be alive. 

The week's work here is as good as done. There is just one bough i 
On the roped bole, in the fine gray rain, 

Green and high 
And lonely against the sky. 

(Down now!--) 

And but for that, 

If an old dead rat 

Did once, for a moment, unmake the Spring, I might never have 
thought of him again. 

It is not for a moment the Spring is unmade today; 

These were great trees, it was in them from root to stem: 

When the men with the "Whoops" and the "Whoas" have carted the 
whole of the whispering loveliness away 

Half the Spring, for me, will have gone with them. 

It is going now, and my heart has been struck with the hearts of the 
planes; 

Half my life it has beat with these, in the sun, in the rains, 

In the March wind, the May breeze, 

In the great gales that came over to them across the roofs from the 
great seas. 

There was only a quiet rain when they were dying; 

They must have heard the sparrows flying, 

And the small creeping creatures in the earth where they were lying- 
But I, all day, I heard an angel crying: 

"Hurt not the trees." 

Charlotte Mew 
(submitted by Sp.4 ioeE. Pia ] 


ON THIS MOUNTAIN 

FOR LE LION COUCHANT 

I know 

where the downy wood pecker nests 
each spring, each year 
where the old stonewall is half buried under 

maple leaves 

where secret glacial signatures mark the rocks 
where the quiet place the deer drink is 
cool and dark, moist green space 
where the first birch leaves yellow and fall 
where a patch of crowberry, partly hidden, grows 
where, last week, dusk, a cooper's hawk 

swooped close 

k all this given 
that I might take 
and give back 

^ in the strange, wonderful, and sacred 
^ ' nature 

of ownership 
of being owned 
the gifts, given and giving, 
the sweet dance 

^ ELLEN KIAVER 

lens. Boulder 

c ^ es all rights reserved to authors 


Caring for Your Meadow 


What would your neighbors think if 

your lawn was full of weeds 

what if there were plants you didn’t like 

what if there were sparrows, starlings, pigeons 

you preferred not seen 

what if you didn’t rake your leaves 

and had a meadow with birds snakes and weeds 

what if your lawn is growing slowly 

and you give it some chemicals some vitamins 

a little speed 

what would you do if it was wild and beautiful 
with sex and growth and song 

what would your neighbors think if your lawn was full 

of weeds, and too long 

what if we felt gentle alive but still strong 

what if the wind could make some movement through 

the trees 

what if the seasons turn and there’s death 
and growth and decay 
what if there were germs and bugs and 
leaves making soil 

what if you didn’t use plastic or burn gas 
or oil 

what would your neighbors think if your life was full 
of weeds 

Don Walsh 
Alexandria 
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ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST! 
Reach thousands of refined minds 
with your slick Madison Avenue 
message in our high-toned, sophis- 
ticated publication. Rates are as 
follows: 


Full page 
Half Page 
Fifth Page 
Tenth Page 
Column Inch 


$110 

$70 

$35 

$20 

$4 


Colums are two inches wide. Page 
fractions may be done in a variety of 
ways but all ads must be 2, 4, 6, 8 or 
10 inches wide. Ads that do not fit 
these dimensions will be PMTed to 
that width and an additional $5 will 
be charged. Ail prices are for camera- 
ready copy. Classified ads are avail- 
able for 10c a word ($2.50 minimum). 


Around the bend of a 
thought Treetop Panorama 
unfolds before you. A 
good-natured imaginative 
newspaper meeting witn 
much acclaim: ("unique", 
"a pleasure tc read", 
"fresh and fascinating") 
Judge for yourself with 
a free autumn issue ..... 
Kn,)oy: Roadless land - 
scapes : Past and future, 
Demilitarization From A 
Third lor Id Perspective 

. . - — . - I .!» I — - ■ at I «■ ■ I— m I m 

and bhowd own At dnsnta il 
bluff. Trite: P. Ft. One 
box 160 Pays on II. P2360 


WILD RIVER LAND: lOand 15acres 
surrounded by national forest. This 
mountainous country 200 miles from 
Mexico has only 2% private land! The 
least likely to be developed of the 
sunbelt forests. Every imaginable 
bird, animal, tree, flower . . . wild 
grapes overhanging swimholes. T wo 
miles of 4x4 or horse trails from a 
road. For those who didn’t like the 
No subdividing” and "One Family 
per Parcel" convenants. I’ve added 
"No Developed Roads." Paradise for 
a self-sufficient home protected by 
location and agreement from 
"Progress." Not for anyone on a 
dogmatic trip against guns, dogs, 
horses or meat eating. $2750 art acre. 
Trade me construction work, crafts 
lot money for a down payment. 
Remainder at 12% interest, $1700 
[every six months. "Not For 
Everyone." Duration Ranch Arts, 
Reserve. NM 87830. 
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.Building the..Ne.wB.Qaeiy_ 

jjLl itp Shell nfll.ic Old 

ATTENTION SEASONAL E0REST WORKERS 


EVatuxal 

(2[otfii.ncj j-ox t(i£ 

EatfiLncj ^Woman 

Send stamp to: 

Box 224-EF 
Somerville, MA 
02143 


DAMN THE FREDDIES 
WITH AUTHORITY 
FOR SALE 

Three 40-acre parcels in N.E. 
Washington in the Kettle Range. 
Heavily wooded, with springs. 
Remote, adjoining state and For- 
est Service land. Tremendous 
wildlife area (bears, cougars, 
bobcats, lynx, coyotes, deer, 
moose, etc.!). Good access, excel- 
lent terms, outstanding vistas. 
22-26K, 10-20% down, 9-11% in- 
terest. Evenings 206-823-5719 
Craig. 




Trees 

Need 

YOU! 




OUR 1984/1985 SEED CATALOG & NEWSLETTER #7 
CONTAINS 

• Information on 220 species of trees, shrubs 
vines, and herbaceous plants. 

• Beescaping in Ecotopia ; Checklist of Honey- 
Plants; Honey-Plant Bloom Chart. 

• Reviews and addresses of 47 sustainable 
forestry organizations from around the world. 

• Addresses of 6 seed exchanges . 

• Addresses of 6 mail-order sources of Hort books. 

• Book reviews & other info for plant lovers. 

SEND $1.50 for your copy. 

Jfrtew&p of Soctftu 

PO Box 1064 

Tonasket, WA 98855 


How long have you worked for Freddie and or the private earth rapers? 
Are you tired of working the system? 

How long have they said 'maybe next year you'll get on permanent?' 

Are you tired of watching your forest managed for greed, and not 
managed on a true ecological basis? 

Do you stand for labor intensive forest management? 

Organize with your Follow Workers for forest management based on need 
and not profit! 

Join the Industial Workers of the World! . 

Join with your follow forest workers in the One Big Union! 

Form your own local bosed on true workers self-management! 


Contact 'Forest Workers' P.0. BOX 76V Pocatello, Idaho R3201 
or IWW 3435 N. Sheffield Rm. 202 Chicago, 111. 

Brought to you by the Southeastern Idaho Forest Workers Affinity Group. 



DEMOCRACY STARTS AT THE POINT OF PRODUCTION. 


* E 0UCATI0N * ORGANIZATION 


INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 


A EMANCIPATION 

» AH INJURY TO ON £ 1$ AN INJURY TO All 
ONE UNION ONE LABEL ONE ENEMY 


s) Special Sale! 
Regularly $20.00 
Our Price only $14.95 

Min. Shp/Hndl charge $300 

THE 

WITCHES' 

WAY 

Bv 

JANET & STEWART FARRAR 
— Companion volume to — 

— 8 Sabbats for Witches (12.95) — 

^Contains all inner rituals of 
Alexandrian Gardnerian Tradition 

^ Send for free full catalog to; 
Magickal Childe, Inc. 

35 West 19th Street 
New York, NY 10011 

Wholesale Inquiries Welcome! 
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SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 


WILD AMERICA 
IS OUR CAMPUS 

Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. andM.S. degrees 

You can’t fully learn about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 
Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. Q incorporates all previous 
undergraduate coursework. [j of- 
fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework. 

awards financial aid and career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Dept. E ; Sharon • Conn. 06069 
(203) 364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their race. 
k sex. religion or national origin. 


' Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! J 
i movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this < 
; newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

i 

! Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

. Here’s $15 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 

. Here’s $15 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! — 

. Here’s $300 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 

. Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $15 or more. 

. I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

. Please change my address: 

. Referred by 

' Name . 

Address . 

City 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to 

»••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••< 

EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours — whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us$300and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 
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jogissj 
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.State 


$6.50 postpaid-. Oldest- fyiam. Gecefia GstraW., 82-V S'TD 
-lOtR St, Garrlaffia, 031 97333 
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SeRVATORIES • WILD RIVE** 


CaHOJlKSS 

by dzazHici 

2 !>uxa$fe f u y~c.oCois.cl stoneuraxe windefimes vuitf 
defecate imfzxessions of PPacific noxt forest fs.fan.ts. 
<Some feax uroxds to my sonys. 

Xasty eax fJ sent $g fxom eacf afiLme to Gaxtf Pd List!. 
PJfis y Fax tfe money or iff fee fi me woxfiny fuff time to 
saoe ofd yxourtf uritf tfe datfedxaf Pd oxest eviction 

effdxoufi. 

pf^xeat Gfxistmas gifts! $13.50 inefudes fiostacje in 
dlddcGf. Gflai fed fixomfitfy to y ou ox yiftee. 
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t datfedxaf Pdoxest c^f-ction t^xoufi 
S 2 g <£* 1 / 1 / lOtf £t. 

Coxoaffis, Geoff 97333 




FIRST 


>9 8 5 CALENDAR 


EARTH FIRST I 


Calendar 


INSPIRING QUOTES BY 
Aldo Leopold 
Bob Marshall 
John Muir 

Henry David Thoreau 
Tom Jefferson 
Mother Jones 
Ed Abbey 
Daniel Boone 
Earth First! 
and more 


1 OOO ANNOTATED DATES 

• wilderness & national parks 

• environmental triumphs 

• environmental tragedies 

• Luddites 

• Wobblies 

• Native Americans 

• bizarre meteorological 
phenomenon 

• natural disasters 


WELCOME TO 
YOUR STUM PtA KID 


iCLEARCUT KJATipNAU 
^ 5TUMPLAND / 

Abuses 


WATCH OUT FOR 
LOGGING TRUCKS 


M983 JZMUTj 


JANUARY 


ART BY: 

Jim Stiles 
John Zaelit 
Roger Candee 
Bill Kelsay 
Bill Turk 
Brush Wolf 


Wholesale orders available to 
EF! local groups, bookstores 

Write or call (602) 744-0623 
I for details 


f SUNDAY 

u MONDAY 

r TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

2 
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HO VC OTi 
COOBS 


SUBVERT THE 




Ratfiteeks for 
Wilderness 


EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS & 


SNAKE OIL 

. Monkeywrench(s) 

. EF! Window Stickers (4) 

. EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 
. Hayduke Lives Patches 

BOOKS 

. Beyond the Wall 
. Good News 


OKAY, HERE’S 


SEND TO: 


Name _ 


HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 


Address 


City - 


. State . 


T-shirts 

postpaid 
prices 
$ 9.00 

French-cut T-shirts 

$ 9.00 

Long-sleeved T-shirts 

$11.00 

Frog T-shirts 

$11.00 

Bumperstickers 

$“T0U 

Multicolor Bumperstickers 

$ 1.25 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

$ 1.25 

EF! Window Stickers (4) 

$ 1.00 

Monkeywrenches 

$ 1.00 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

$ 8.00 

1985 Earth First! Calendar 

$ 6.00 

1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 

$ 8.00 

4985 Yosemite Calendar 

$ 9.00 

’Hayduke Lives Patches 

$ 3.50 

Beyond the Wall 

$25.00 

Good News 

$20.00 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 8930 1 . Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged, 
how many Total 

T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size 


Color . 

French cut or regular 
. Glen Canyon Damn 

Size Color 

_ Defend the Wilderness 

Size Color 


French cut or regular 
Long-sleeve or short-sleeve 

. Tools Size Color 

. Frog Size 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

. Earth First! 

. Rednecks for Wilderness 
. Boycott Coors “Beer” 

. Hayduke Lives 

. Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
. Dream Back the Bison , . . 

. Another Mormon on Drugs 
. Vote Green 
. Mai thus Was Right 
. Earth First! (with US flag) $1.25 

. American Wilderness — $1.25 

Love it or Leave it Alone (with US flag) 

SILENT AGITATORS 

. Earth First! Fist (30/sheet) 

. Earth First! Tools (30/sheet) 

. Coors (10/strip) 

CALENDARS 

. 1985 Earth First! Calendar 
. 1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 
. 1985 Yosemite Calendar 


BUMPERSTICKERS 


All are on green type with long- 
lasting white vinyl. $1 postpaid 


DOMINANT PARA P^M 

MAITHUS WAS RIGHT 


ANOTHER MORMON 


Red, white and blue American flag 
with green lettering on white long- 
lasting vinyl. $1.25 postpaid. 


CAMO CAPS 

We’ve now got a variety of camou- 
flage baseball caps. There is a 100% 
cotton back and front in woodland 
camo, and a cotton front with a 
mesh in either woodland or desert 
camo. All are imprinted with the 
EF! fist logo and the words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth” in white. Specify 
which style you want or we’ll just 
send you whichever we have in 
most supply. $8 postpaid. 


SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS— Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST - 

Green EF! logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
ofMotherEarth”in redink. 1%-inch 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp. 


EARTH FIRST! TOOLS - 

The Monkeywrench and Warclub 
crossed in brown, the words 
“EARTH FIRST!” in green. 1%-inch 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp. 


EARTH 


FIRST 


& 1 H P /a 


’he Defen** 


EARTH FIRST! 
WINDOW STICKERS 

Green Earth First! Fist with words 
“EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in green 
on 3-inch diameter white vinyl. 4 
for $1 pp. 


PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 
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TOOLS - John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


T-SHIRTS 


BETTER SHIRTS - 
HIGHER PRICES 

After watching Roselle’s beer-belly 
become progressively more ex- 
posed after each time he washed 
his T-shirts, I decided to switch most 
of our styles to Haines Beefy-T’s. 
They’re still 100". cotton, but they 
come longer, shrink less, are a 
heavier weave, last longer and are a 
much better quality T-shirt. They 
also cost us (i0<t apiece more so we’re 
going to have to raise our price to 
you by 5(K apiece. We know you'll 
like the improvement in our shirts 
and we’re sorry about the necessary 
increase in price. 

— Nancy 


DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. AVAILABLE IN 
WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT, black 
only & 50/50. Also in men’s long 
sleeves, 1 00% cotton, black only. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25% polyester. 


EARTH FIRST! — Fist with 
words “EARTH FIRST!” No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in black on green, red or 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 


Kids Shirts! 


58| 

Zll 

§ 
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The Earth First! fist design now 
comes in kids sizes. Black print 
on green shirt. 50/50 .sizes XS- 


L. $7.00 postpaid, indicate kids 


Iamerican wilderness 


NEW SHIRT ! 


shirt on order. 



AMERICAN CANYON FROG 


Roger Can- 

dee’s popular American Canyon 
Frog (Croakus Abbysus Pistoffus) 
with the message “American Wil- 
derness - Love it or Leave it Alone.” 
4 color design on grey. 100% cotton. 



AMERICAN CANYON FROG 1CROAKUS ABYSSUS PISTOFFUS) 

LOVE IT OR 
LEAVE IT ALONE 


USGS TOPO 
MAPS 
JUST $2.00 

The US Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 
$2.25 and most private deal- 
ers charge $3.50 or more. 
Earth First! sells them to you 
for only $2.00! To order, sim- 
ply send us a list of the maps 
you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 714 
to 15 minute quads) with a 
check to “Earth First!” at 
$2.00 each. There is a mini- 
mum order of 5 maps or $10. 
Be sure to use the correct 
USGS name and scale for your 
maps or there will be a delay 
in ordering. Maps will be 
shipped directly to you by 
USGS and you should receive 
them about 2 weeks from the 
time you send us your order. 
Contact the USGS (or EF!) for 
state indices. Order maps 
from Earth First!, PO Box 
5871, Tucson, Az 85703 
Special USGS maps (National 
Parks, States, 1:250,000 and 
others costing $3.60 from 
USGS) are $3.00 from Earth 
First!. 


GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 


DWARD 

ABBEY 


Beyond the Wall 

By Edward Abbey 

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim 
Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and Jaimes Dickey 
have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all 
agree that Abbey is “the 
Thoreau of the American West 
Here is Abbey at his best 
on a lyrical journey through 
miraculous, wild places from 
Alaska to Mexico — well 
beyond the constraining wail 
of contemporary life. 

• First Edition 
Hardcover 

Signed by Edward Abbey 

$25 from EARTH FIRST! 

_ POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 

LIMITED OFFER All proceeds to Earth First! 


IEYGND 


DREAM GARDEN PRESS 
CALENDARS FOR 1985 

THE 1985 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 



THE 1985 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 


New larger 14"xl0" size 
with more room for notations. 
Same exquisite quality! — 

No increase in price!! $8.00 pp 

The award-winning calendar celebrating 
the beauties of America s Western 
Wilderness through the words and 
visions of famous authors and 
photographers. 

Authors Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner. and 
Everett Ruess are again included, joining new 
voices Wendell Berry. Simon Ortiz, and from 
the past John Wesley Powell, Mary Austin, John 
Muir, and Clarence Dutton. 


13 color photographs; 26 pages; ISBN: 0-942688-11-2. 


THE 1985 

YOSEMITE CALENDAR 

Brand new 10"x 13" full-color, vertical 
wall calendar. Featuring 14 color 
photographs by outstanding photog- 
raphers of the wonders of one of our 
best-loved National Parks. 

Photographers include Larry Ulrich, Jeff Gnass. William 
Neill and Ed Cooper. The calendar also features archival 
photographs and drawings of the park as well as 
some of the stories and legends of Yosemite. 

$9 PP; 26 pages; 14 color photographs; 
ISBN: 0-942688-13-9. 

ORDER FROM EARTH FIRST! 
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Little Lake Creek Wilderness ~ before and after Forest Service logging operations. 
Photo by Ned Fritz 


30,000 MILES OF ROAD 
IN RARE II AREAS 


FREDDIES ON 
ROAD-BUILDING BINGE 

Earth First! thought it was uncovering 
a shocking secret last winter when we 
revealed that the Forest Service’s 
DARN (Development Activities in 
Roadless Non-Selected) program pro- 
jected 9 thousand miles of roads to be 
built in National Forest Roadless Areas 
over the next several years. But, ac- 
cording to a group of half-a-dozen fores- 
ters, that’s not the half of it. The secre- 
tive group of Forest Service officials, 
known collectively as “Deep Root,” 
have been phoning reporters for the 
New York Times, Washington Post, 
Newsweek, and the Associated Press, 
and exposing a massive Forest Service 
“Road-building Binge” of thirty 
thousand miles of roads in Rocky 
Mountain area National Forest Road- 
less Areas alone over the next 14 
years. The Deep Roots, from Montana, 
Idaho, Wyoming, Washington, and Ore- 
gon, say that they can’t accomplish 
change within the Forest Service and 
have had to resort to anonymous phone 


calls to the media to alert the public to 
the Freddie plot to destroy wilderness 
with deficit roads and timber sales. One 
said that attempts to effect change 
within the Forest Service were “as ef- 
fective as pushing a rope.” Another 
said, “There’s absolutely no question 
that the reason for all these roads in 
virgin areas is to make sure the land 
can never be included in a wilderness.” 
Forest Service Chief Max Peterson has 
lamely countered that the “Forest Ser- 
vice isn’t on a road-building binge.” The 
Idaho Deep Root points out that “The 
Forest Service keeps the press off bal- 
ance with its famous piecemeal process 
by releasing information project by pro- 
ject and forest by forest.” He further 
said Chief Peterson “is a professional 
road engineer himself and his No. 1 mis- 
sion is to protect the 3,000-member 
road engineering corps inside the 
Forest Service.” Belying Chief Peter- 
son, Forest Service spokesman George 
Castillo in Washington, DC, admitted 
that the 30 thousand miles of road was 
“pretty close to being right according 
to our engineering people ...” 


FOREST SUPERVISOR 

KISSES LOUISIANA- 
PACIFIC’S FEET 


We have a responsibility to keep the 
Louisiana- Pacific mill in business. — 
Reid Jackson, Bridger-Teton National 


that the people of western Wyoming 
want forests and not tree farms. In the 
Congressional Record of October 2, 


In one of the most blatantly arrogant actions 
ever committed by any federal agency, the 
United States Forest Service has conducted 
commercial timber sales in a Congressionally 
designated Wilderness Area. The logging, 
ostensibly to control southern pine beetle 
infestations, was rationalized by the Freddies 
as being permitted under Section 4(d)(1) of the 
1964 Wilderness Act which permits emergency 
measures to control insects, disease, and fire in 
Wilderness Areas. But never before has the 
Forest Service twisted the Wilderness Act to 
conduct a commercial timber sale in a 
Wilderness Area. 

The timber sale was discovered by a field 
party from the Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources on October 4, the date of final 
passage of the Texas Wilderness Act, as they 
hiked in the Little Lake Creek area — which 
the Forest Service was supposed to be 
managing under wilderness regulations. 
Several hundred thousand board feet of timber 
had been sold. Most of it was uninfested by the 
pine beetles. 

TCONR Chairman Ned Fritz reports: The 
purchasers had built roads into the wilderness, 
felled thousands of pines, and obliterated the Red 
Loop of the Lone Star Hiking Trail, and were still 
removing logs. 

Using heavy equipment, loggers under the 
supervision of the former Forest Service Ranger 
for the district had demolished a large fern bed, 
mashed the soil, and damaged the remaining 
hardwoods up to the bank of the creek. 

No environmental impact statement was 
even considered for this travesty. On October 
15, 1984, additional timber sales in the Little 
Lake Creek Wilderness were offered for bid. 
The Forest Service is planning similar “pine 
beetle control” timber sales in the Kisatchie 
Hills Wilderness of Louisiana and reportedly in 

intention to monitor the timber man- 
agement program with particular care 
in the months ahead. In spite of this 
clear reprimand, Bridger-Teton Forest 
Supervisor Reid Jackson immediately 


Photo by Jess Alford, Jr. 

some as-yet-unidentified West Coast 
Wilderness Areas. 

Earth First! has written Max Peterson, 
Chief of the United States Forest Service in 
Washington, DC demanding that all timber 
cutting in designated Wilderness Areas be 
halted immediately. Earth First! direct action 
specialist Mike Roselle said that non-violent 
civil disobedience may be necessary to stop the 
illegal activity by the Forest Service. Roselle 
urged interested Earth First!ers in Texas and 
elsewhere to contact him if they were 
interested in helping with actions to stop the 
Forest Service timber rape of Texas 
Wilderness areas. 

Earth First! has also written Rep. Jim 
Weaver, Chairman of the House Forestry 
Subcommittee, requesting oversight hearings 
on the illegal timbering operations by the 
Forest Service. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

*Write Max Peterson, Chief, US Forest 
Service, PO Box 2417, Washington, DC 20013, 
demanding that all timber cutting in 
designated Wilderness Areas be stopped 
immediately. 

* Write Rep. Jim Weaver, Chairman, House 
Forestry Subcommittee, House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515, 
asking him to hold oversight hearings on the 
illegal wilderness logging by the Texas 
National Forest. Copies should be sent to your 
own Senators and Congresspersons. 

* Contact Mike Roselle, Earth First!, PO Box 
58712, Tucson, AZ 85703, (602) 744-0623, if you 
are willing to help in direct action efforts to 
stop the illegal logging of Texas Wilderness 
Areas if that should become necessary. 

ship between the Bridger-Teton Na- 
tional Forest and Louisiana-Pacific to 
determine if any laws have been broken 
and whether individuals should be pro- 
secuted. 


Forest Supervisor 

For many years, con- 
servationists in northwestern Wyoming 
have known that the Supervisor of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest was a 
fawning shill for Louisiana-Pacific 
timber company, the largest purchaser 
of federal timber in the country and the 
operator of an overbuilt mill in Dubois, 
Wyoming. But even the most hardened 
Jackson Hole conservationists were 
stunned when a brazenly candid letter 
was released to the news media ... Al- 
though he is a primary architect of the 
very poor Wyoming Wilderness Act, 
Wyoming Congressman Dick Cheney 
has lately been getting the message 


1984, Cheney severely reprimands the 
administration of the Bridger-Teton Na- 
tional Forest: I wish to make it clear 
to the Forest Service that the Wyoming 
Congressional Delegation is very con- 
cerned about the timber management 
program in the Bridger-Teton National 
Forest, and intends to work to insure 
that the program does not do damage 
to the recreational, wildlife, scenic, 
and other values which we regard as 
the most important attributes of the 
forest and the region of which it is a 
part. We believe the Forest Service must 
pay more attention to the views of citi- 
zens outside the agency who share an 
interest in the proper management and 
protection of the forest, and it is our 


proceeded to further alienate conser- 
vationists and the Wyoming delegation 
by inadvertantly allowing an incredibly 
revealing letter to local Louisiana- 
Pacific executive Bob Baker to become 
public. (See Pa ge. 4 for the full text of 
the letter.) Jackson’s letter, dated Oc- 
tober 19, 1984, has caused a fire storm 
of controversy in the Jackson Hole 
area. Reid Jackson has clearly de- 
monstrated his unfitness to serve the 
public trust as a National Forest Super- 
visor and Earth First! is urging Presi- 
dent Reagan to fire him for gross mis- 
conduct. We are also asldng Con- 
gressman Jim Weaver, Chairman of the 
House Forestry Subcommittee, to con- 
duct oversight hearings on the relation- 


continued on page 4 
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Around the Campfire 




Those of you who know me, know 
that I’m a stomp (“stomp” is the term 
from my high school days to refer to 
those of us who wore pointy-toed boots, 
snap-buttoned shirts, levis, big belt 
buckles and stetsons). Like Waylon and 
Willie, “My heroes have always been 
cowboys.” I was president of my horse- 
shoeing class at New Mexico State Uni- 
versity, packed mules in the Gila Wil- 
derness, and — as Southwest Rep for 
The Wilderness Society — was one of 
the leading apologists for the livestock 
industry in the environmental move- 
ment. John McComb and Brant Calkin 
of the Sierra Club used to call me “the 
easiest lay in the environmental move- 
ment” for all the times I argued for com- 
promising with my “friends” who had 
cow shit on their boots, Cadillacs in 
their driveways, and attitudes that 
were alternately “po’ boy” and landed 
gentry. 

Well, it took a while, and a couple or 
more episodes of being kicked by those 
Tony Lamas my “friends” wore to make 
me realize that the rancher aristocracy 
has nothing to do with “cowboys” (as 
well as realizing that the public lands 
livestock industry is the biggest welfare 
scam in the land). An essay on this topic 
will soon be forthcoming from me in 
these pages. 

Others have come to these same con- 
clusions and several of us met this fall 
at Ruby Lake, Nevada (the state that 
spawned the Sagebrush Rebellion), to 
talk about what to do about cows on 
the public lands. We agreed that there 
was only one sensible stand — there 
should be no grazing of domestic lives- 
tock on federal land, period. It can’t be 
justified economically or ecologically. 
This group — from Oregon, Idaho, 
Nevada, Arizona, Wyoming, and 
California — decided to call itself the 
“Bunchgrass Rebellion.” You’ll be hear- 
ing more about it in these pages. We’ve 
had several articles in the past on over- 
grazing (from Denzel and Nancy Fergu- 
son, and Don Schwarzenegger) and we 
present a strong argument in this issue 
from Andy Kerr calling for the abolition 
of the BLM and its replacement with 
a US Range Service. If you want to 
get cowpies (and their producers) off 
the public lands, write Denzel & Nancy 
Ferguson, the Bunchgrass Rebellion, 




Star Route — Buck Gulch, Bates, Ore- 
gon 97817. Stay tuned to these pages 
for more. 

There are some cosmetic changes in 
Earth First! and there will be more as 
we work the bugs out. For starters, we 
are enlarging our type size with this 
issue so you can read it easier, and 
going to four columns instead of five. 
We’ve also decided to return to our old 
handle of “The Radical Environmental 
Journal.” 

We had a dandy open house party 
here in Tucson the other night and for 
a minute it looked like we might bust 
out the walls. A hundred people came 
by during the course of the night and 
lots of folks signed up to help with the 
work. I certainly appreciate all the 
eager help that was offered and plan 
to take immediate advantage of it. 

I’d like to thank Andrew Main for his 
good layout and paste-up work on the 
last issue. We thought we were going 
to able to exploit his services longer 
but he’s decided to move to Santa Fe. 
Good luck, Andrew, and thanks! One 
of my old buddies and an original 
EF!er, Leon Czolgosz, has recently 
moved in with Nancy, Mike and me. He 
is working on the newspaper and will 
be a big help. Tucson artist and environ- 
mentalist Helen Wilson has joined our 
stable of artists. 

Due to a change in policy by the US 
Geological Survey, Earth First! will no 
longer be able to have maps drop-ship- 
ped. So we are dropping our mail order, 
cut-rate topo map service. Sorry. 

Earth First! continues to be in the 
media. Northwest magazine (the Sun- 
day magazine of the Portland Orego- 
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nian) recently did their cover article on 
Earth First! and the Middle Santiam 
blockade. The January-February, 1985, 
issue of Mother Earth News has their 
Plowboy Interview with yours truly. 
CoEvolution Quarterly is reprinting 
my article on “Professionalism.” Out- 
side, the San Francisco Chronicle, 
High Country News, and Environmen- 
tal Action all reviewed the 1985 Earth 
First! calendar. (Thanks, friends, we 
appreciate it!) Speaking of the 1985 
EF! calendar, if you haven’t gotten 
yours yet, order it now. No Earth 
Firstler should be without one on her 
or his wall! 

My primary interest of the last year 
has been the production of 
ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching. This sure-to-be- 
controversial book will be available for 
mailing in February and you are wel- 
come to reserve your copy now for $10 
postpaid. Including updated and re- 
vised material from the Dear Ned Ludd 
column of the last several years and a 
great deal of new material, 
ECODEFENSE is the field guide for 
monkeywrenching. Ed Abbey has writ- 
ten a powerful Forward! to it which is 
reprinted in this issue’s Dear Ned 
Ludd. For ordering information, check 
the ad in the back of this issue. 

Well, the subscription contest has 
been tallied up and there were no win- 
ners of the three grand prizes (a 
minimum of twenty new subs was 
needed to qualify) but we are offering 
float trips (with Mike, Nancy, me, etc.) 
to several folks who tried hard. 
Nonetheless, thanks to all of you who 
helped bring in a total of over 300 new 
subscribers to Earth First!. We ap- 
preciate it. You can still make gift sub- 
scriptions and receive a bumpersticker 
or sheet of silent agitators as our 
thanks to you. See the subscription 
form. Besides our cover stories on cur- 
rent outrages perpetrated by the US 
Forest Service, the features for this 
issue are discussions on the question of 
“professionalism” in the environmental 
movement and on the question “1984 — 
Wilderness Boom or Bust?” They’re 
two dynamic donnybrooks and we wel- 
come additional comments for publica- 
tion on each topic. On that subject, we 
are sometimes criticized for criticizing 
other elements of the environmental 
movement. We don’t enjoy doing that, 
and go out of our way to avoid per- 
sonalities, but a fundamental belief of 
Earth First! is that there are serious 
problems of style, strategy, philosophy 
and organization in the movement. This 
newspaper is a forum for discussing the 
entire movement and for proposing new 
directions for it to take. We do recog- 
nize that the Sierra Club, Wilderness 
Society and other groups have a legiti- 
mate role to play in the conservation 
cause. We think, however, that they 
need feedback to do their best job. 
Earth First! needs the same feedback 
and we welcome it from other elements 
of the movement. Only through intellec- 
tual and emotional ferment will new 
ideas and strategies (that just might 
save our sweet asses) emerge. Creativ- 
ity is stifled in the current environmen- 
tal movement and Earth First! is going 
to do its damnedest to goose it. 

See you on the trail. 

Dave Foreman 
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Plateau. Contributions are welcome 
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sought to illustrate articles and essays. 
They will be returned if requested. No 
payment is offered except for extra 
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EDITORIAL 
POLITICAL ACTION 


The entrance of individual environ- 
mentalists and organized environmen- 
tal groups into the world of political en- 
dorsements and activism is, in general, 
good. But there are pitfalls to be av- 
oided on this dangerous ground. Chief 
among these is being used by un- 
scrupulous “liberal” politicians like 
Congressman Les AuCoin of Oregon 
and Senator Max Baucus of Montana. 
Both have been strongly supported by 
environmental groups from the begin- 
ning of their political careers and both 
have flashed smiles at us as they 
twisted their knife in our backs know- 
ing that we would always fall for their 
big lie that we had to stay 'with them 
because there was no other place to go. 

Les AuCoin is a young, Kennedyes- 
que congressman from Oregon. He has 
a reasonably good League of Conserva- 
tion Voters rating, talks some modest 
environmental rhetoric, has a friendly 
open-door policy with national environ- 
mental groups (his wife works as the 
receptionist for The Wilderness Soci- 
ety, after all), and is an expected future 
leader in the national Democratic 
Party. But when you watch the old 
growth forests of Oregon fall into the 
dust with the whine of the chain saw 
as their parting hymn, blame not Mark 
Hatfield but Les AuCoin. Even though 
there was but one small roadless area 
in his district, AuCoin kept it out of 
the Oregon Wilderness bill. And, this 
summer as environmentalists in Ore- 
gon prepared for a fight between the 
terrible Senate version of the wilder- 
ness bill and the somewhat better 
House version, AuCoin stunned them 
and Oregon delegation wilderness 
champion Jim Weaver by unilaterally 
caving in and supporting Mark Hat- 
field. If AuCoin had had the guts not 
to wimp out on the Oregon Wilderness 


bill, several hundred thousand more 
acres of wilderness would be desig- 
nated in Oregon today. 

If the national conservation groups 
had had any moxie or political savvy, 
they would have said, “OK, you two- 
timing, dishonest little wimp, run for 
your tough re-election without our sup- 
port.” They would have left him swing- 
ing in the breeze, shining and stinking 
in the dying light of his slimy political 
career. But instead, they pulled out all 
stops to support him and because of 
that environmentalist support, he 
squeaked through to victory this 
November. But you can bet your last 
strip of jerky that the next time en- 
vironmentalists need AuCoin to pull 
their bacon out of the fire, he’ll shaft 
them again. 

Max Baucus is another prime exam- 
ple. As Senator from Montana he has 
said some good things about wilderness 
but has always turned his back 
whenever it’s come to more than talk. 
Baucus was a co-sponsor of John 
Melcher’s godawful Montana wilder- 
ness destruction bill that was killed 
only after Montana environmentalists, 
spurred on by the Earth First! occupa- 
tion of John Melcher’s office, rose up 
and squished it with their heels. But 
Baucus was forgiven and the environ- 
mental political action committees 
jumped through hoops to re-elect the 
wimp. 

In politics, the only reward you get 
for being taken advantage of is to be 
taken advantage of again. And after 
fighting hard for phony environmen- 
talists like AuCoin and Baucus, the en- 
vironmental movement has shouted 
from the rooftops of Washington, DC, 
that they’re easy and like being taken 
advantage of. 

— Dave Foreman 


Letters to the Editor are encouraged. 
Lengthy letters may be edited for 
space requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed, double- 
spaced, using only one side of a sheet 
of paper. Be sure to indicate if you 
wish your name and location to ap- 
pear or if you wish to remain anonym- 
ous. 

Dear Earth First! 

I just want to thank you for saving- 
part of the wilderness for me. My dad 
told me that if you weren’t fighting for 
it, it would be all gone by the time I 
grow up. I’m just seven years old and 
I know I will always love the wilder- 
ness. 

I hope my dad can get me a canyon 
frog shirt my size for Christmas. Amer- 
ican Wilderness — Love it or Leave 
Alone. 

— Kenny Clarkson 
Lockeford , Cal ifom ia 

Dear Kenny 

We’re sorry that we don’t have any 
Canyon Frog shirts in kids’ sizes. But 
we do have some green Earth First! 
shirts in kids’ sizes. We’re sending you 
one for Christmas. Merry Christmas! 

— Dave, Nancy, Mike, 

and Wildcat Annie 

Dear Earth First! 

I want to thank Earth First! and its 
subscribers for the tremendous support 
given to my family as well as to the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
after the vandalism to my property. It 
felt really good to know that so many 
people stood behind us at this critical 
time. All the donations given person- 
ally to me have been put into SUWA 
and its fight to save the wildlands of 
southern Utah. 

— Robert Weed 
Escalante, Utah 

Dear Editor 

I am returning the issues sent to me 
for free distribution. I cannot, in good 
conscience, give to my friends a news- 
paper which contains a seemingly seri- 
ous editorial supporting Reagan’s en- 
vironmental policy, an article defending 
dogs in wilderness areas (and a sexist 
one at that), and a short story roman- 
ticizing hunting. 

This is definitely not a paper to pre- 
sent Earth Firstl’s best Face. It appears 
that our “No Compromise” environ- 
mental journal has indeed com- 
promised. 

Perhaps the Arizona climate has ad- 
dled the editor’s brains. I will be happy 
to distribute free issues in the future 
if the quality of Earth First! returns 
to its previous uncompromised level. 

— K. Likely 

(Editor’s reply: No, it was not the 
Arizona climate that addled my 
brains. That was done long ago by the 
Washington, DC, smog. Seriously, 
though , I am grieved when I receive let- 
ters like this (they are thankfully rare). 
Letters of this sort strike at two of the 
more important distinguishing charac- 
teristics of the Earth First! movement 
and this newspaper’s editorial policy. 
Those characteristics are a sense of 
humor and a willingness to tolerate a 
diversity of opinion within the broad 
parameters of Deep Ecology. The 
Reagan editorial was obviously a satire 
( although it appears that it was too sub- 
tle for at least a few of our more right- 
eous readers). Hey, let’s lighten up a 
little, true-believers . It’s a fun world 
out there in spite of all the doom and 
gloom and if we don't laugh a little 
we’re no better than the other fanatics 
with no internal levity (like George 
Bush, Jim McClure, and Joe Coors). 

Now, I will take second place to no 
one in my encompassing dislike for the 
domestic dog. I want to bite out their 
furry windpipes when I encounter one 


of these barking, stinking Fidos on a 
wilderness trail leaving phony wolf 
prints in the mud. Nonetheless, Jim 
Stiles is peerless as a fighter for wilder- 
ness and Deep Ecology. He also hap- 
pens to like dogs (more than he likes 
people — I don’t like either devolved 
species). I think he has a legitimate 
point to make, even though I may dis- 
agree with it. If you disagree, then 
write a letter or essay objecting to dogs 
in the wilderness for publication (like 
the letters from Hawkwind and 
Wyanokie Al in this issue), but don’t 
try to muzzle other viewpoints in these 
venerable pages. 

Another topic on which there is ivide 
disagreement within the Earth First! 
movement is the question of hunting. 
Many people whom / count as allies 
vigorously oppose hunting by human 
beings. Others, including myself, who 
are thoroughly dedicated fighters for 
the wild, believe hunting is a natural 

— even sacred — activity by humans. 
(Even though, as the short story “Hun- 
ters” pointed out, many hunters are 
scumbags.) Don’t censor such legiti- 
mate blit controversial viewpoints 
within the context of Deep Ecology, but 
make a well reasoned, or well intuited, 
argument against hunting. 

The policy of this newspaper is to be 
an open forum for the Earth First! 
movement. It will present well-written 
and thought-out points of view so long 
as they are in the broad context of Deep 
Ecology (biocentrism and inherent 
value of all life forms). Let a hundred 
thousand flowers bloom. Let’s discuss 
what Deep Ecology is, what, the proper 
avenues of activism for the Earth are 

— but we should never attempt to 
squelch dissenting viewpoints that are 
within our general context. DF 
Dear EF! 

In reply to Jim Stiles’ article “In De- 
fense of Dogs” (Samhain), I would like 
to register my disagreement with many 
of his points. 

First, I disagree that dogs should 
have been allowed at the ’84 Round 
River Rendezvous. It is my experience 
at large outdoor gatherings of this kind 
that dogs tend to become confused and 
frightened by the multitude of interac- 
tions taking place. Also, dogs tend to 
get involved in fights with other dogs 
present. The result is often disruption 
of the contemplative peace and tran- 
quility of the participants. 

I also take exception to the 
hypothesis that dogs somehow achieve 
what our dwindling natural predators 
fail to do — by teaching rabbits how to 
run for their lives. Along this line of 
thinking, should we also commend the 
house cat for its contribution to the bird 
population by teaching Oregon Juncos, 
Winter Wrens, Song Sparrows, etc., 
that feeding on the ground is folly. 

I agree with the restrictions placed 
on dogs in National Parks, and support 
the limited access to designated trails 
in Wilderness Areas. Dogs tend to func- 
tion more as a result of instinct than 
reason. In other words, a dog does not 
realize that it has reached a wilderness 
or park boundary, and consequently 
does not refrain from barking, chasing 
animals, or digging up ground dwelling 
creatures. Let’s consider the reasons 
for setting aside wild areas and limit 
our interference! 

We should consider that just as we 
wish to limit our population and its ef- 
fect on the Earth, a need also exists to 
limit our pets as they are representa- 
tive of human domination. 

I understand the love that people feel 
for their dogs as well as for other pets. 
However, I strongly believe that our 
love and attention (mass consciousness) 
needs to be directed toward the many 
creatures of this Earth, and indeed to- 
ward the planet. Earth, which are 
threatened with destruction by an un- 


concerned, me-first population. 

— Hawkwind 
Colville National Forest 

Dear- EF! 

This guy, Jim Stiles (“In Defense of 
Dogs” Samhain), has apparently been 
hugging his cactus under the hot sun 
too long. Most people live in a hamlet, 
town or city. I know my neighbors have 
biiggg dogs that make a daily delivery 
of used Alpo to my doorstep. Some of 
them bite (people). They gather in 
parks, run down and kill deer in the 
winter, then go home for supper and 
lie by the fire. (God, they sound like 
humans.) 

Yes, I have a dog to which I am very 
much attached. 

— Wyanokie Al 

Dear Earth First! 

I appreciate your newsletter each 
and every time I receive it. It makes 
for great reading. Also, it keeps us ab- 
reast of what’s going on — things and 
subjects that aren’t published in the Re- 
cord Searchlight or in our beloved Trin- 
ity Journal. 

However, let’s get to the crux of my 
letter. I’d like to congratulate Jim Stiles 
for his excellent article, “In Defense of 
Dogs.” I, too, have shared many years 
of good and bad times with dogs. Pre- 
sently my companion would rather stick 
next to me than run after a rabbit or 
molest a deer. She has never been that 
courageous. 

In years past I have often not gone 
to areas because of a “No Dogs” sign. 
There have been other times when I 
have cheated and taken a chance of get- 
ting a ticket. So be it. 

Thanks again for making public what 
a lot of dog lovers have always felt. 

E. P. Shpilman 
Dear EF ’ Weaverville, CA 

I’m a full-time career Fed and at one 
time or another, I’ve worked for all the 
agencies you and I are trying so hard 
to influence. 

I have two quotes I think you’ll find 
upsetting. The first is from a profes- 
sional (GS-11 or 12) on a northern 
California National Forest. I was being- 
interviewed for a job and s/he was com- 
menting at great length about erosion 
and mass wasting caused by logging. I 
was quite disgusted to see the land- 
slides resulting from logging on slopes 
which were recommended to be left 
uncut by the geologist. I had just de- 


cided I didn’t want to work on this par- 
ticular forest when s/he stated: “We’re 
the Forest Service ... we service the 
forest like the bull services the cow.” 

The second quote is from a letter I 
received from a young forester whom 
I met at a training session. This one 
speaks for itself: “/ guess the policy 
now is to get rid of sanitation (i.e. cut- 
ting diseased trees) totally because it 
creates too many deficit sales. It’s a lot 
cheaper to have regeneration units (i.e. 
clearcuts). Just, wait until the media 
catches hold of this. Five years of fores- 
try school and all of a sudden it seems 
like it was just a waste of time.” 

As morale in the federal ranks sinks 
to an all-time low, I think it’s important 
to try to sway as many Freddies to our 
side as we can. We offer one great thing 
the feds don’t anymore — hope for the 
future. 

Yes, I really am a Fed. But I’m proud 
that I can do so much while they think 
I’m a holy Republican. Three cheers for 
the underground on the inside! You’re 
not alone! 

— Freddie Fir 
California 

Dear Earth First! 

I wish to take issue with the Earth 
First'.er who wrote in regarding other 
“ass-kissing, amoral ... environmental 
groups.” Diversity gives stability and 
health to an ecosystem, and also to our 
efforts to protect the ecosystem. We 
need the lobbyists, the educators, and 
the PR groups just as we need Earth 
First! and Greenpeace right on the fir- 
ing lines. We have more than enough 
real enemies — there is no need to fight 
our allies. 

Your outline of the principles of Deep 
Ecology was excellent, exactly on- 
target. I’d like to see those principles 
on every public school syllabus in the 
country. 

One last thing — I would like to know 
how I can find out about direct actions 
in my area. I would like to contribute 
my body! 

— Linda Palter 

(Editor’s note: To find out where and 
how to contribute your body for direct 
actions, watch, this newspaper for arti- 
cles on developing issues, contact the 
local contacts for the areas where ac- 
tions are happening, or write us in Tuc- 
son for information.) 


continued on page Id 
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SITKA PROTESTS 
DESTRUCTION OF 
KADASHAN 


On Alaska Day, October 18, Sitka conservationists 
marched in the historic parade as representatives of the 
entire community of Kadashan, a pristine watershed 
which the Tongass National Forest is roading and plans 
to clearcut. One thousand helium -filled balloons with 
the words “Only You Can Save Kadashan” were 
distributed. More details on the Kadashan struggle will 
be forthcoming in future issues. 


Reid Jackson 
(continued) 

The following is the text of the 
letter sent by Bridger-Teton 
National Forest Supervisor Reid 
Jackson to Bob Baker of 
L ouisiana-Pacific. 

Dear Bob 

I appreciate your visit to my office 
on October 17 to discuss various issues 
related to the timber program on the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest as they 
relate to your company’s operations. As 
you know, we share many of your con- 
cerns and we plan to work with you 
whenever possible to work out solu- 
tions that are mutually satisfactory. 
The Forest Plan will play a very impor- 
tant role in chartering the future 
timber operations as well as overall re- 
source management. As discussed, poli- 
tics associated with the recently passed 
Wyoming Wilderness Bill are of serious 
concern to us. We are fearful that com- 
mitments made by Congressman 


Cheney (see enclosures) to “monitor 
the timber management program with 
particular care in the months ahead,” 
referencing the Bridger-Teton National 
Forest, is going to intensify the con- 
troversy over timbering in some areas 
of the Forest. This will be especially 
true of the Upper Green River Area. 

We will continue to need your help 
as we work through the sensitive 
period ahead. All of us need to work 
together on gaining public support for 
timbering as a management tool. As 
mentioned during your visit, one of our 
primary problems in gaining public sup- 
port has been, and I suspect will con- 
tinue to be, a media that is biased 
against timber harvest where clearcut- 
ting is involved. 

In regard to the media and their in- 
fluence and bias, I mentioned an edito- 
rial from the June, 1983, issue of “Amer- 
ican Forests” magazine that speaks to 
this subject. A copy is enclosed for your 
information. Bob, thanks again for tak- 
ing the time to visit with us. We look 
forward to a continued good working 
relationship with you and your com- 
pany. 

Sincerely REID JACKSON 
Forest Supervisor 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 

* Write President Reagan (White 
House, Washington, DC 20500) and 
ask him to fire Bridger-Teton Na- 
tional Forest Supervisor Reid Jackson 
for his clear subservience to the 
timber industry. Letters to Reagan 
will help. Please write! 

* Write Rep. Jim Weaver, Chairman, 
.House Forestry Subcommittee, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515, and ask him 
to hold oversight hearings on the re- 
lationship between officials of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest and 
Louisiana-Pacific timber company. 



Mld-Santiam Trial 
(continued) 

they had demonstrated to the court 
that they had met all the necessary re- 
quirements for using the choice of evils 
defense, and that now it should be for 
a jury to decide if our actions were jus- 
tified by Oregon law. The prosecution 
countered by saying we had not met 
the requirements, since legal means 
were available to us (although what 
means he did not say, other than that 
we could have stood on the side of the 
road with signs and remained law-abid- 
ing to accomplish our goals). 

Judge McCormick denied the motion 
in an opinion he released a week later. 
This meant that when the case was 
tried by a jury, no mention could be 
made of the road being illegal, or the 
ecological damage that was occurring. 
Testimony would be strictly limited to 
“why” each person blocked the logging 
road. At this point, a few more defen- 
dants changed their pleas to no contest 
and received 35 day sentences with all 
but 5 days suspended, 1 year probation, 
plus fines and restitution while the 
others prepared to go to trial. The first 
trial date was set for October 24th. 
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MINERS THREATEN DENALI PARK 


by Willy Dunne million were designated as National 

“When all the nonrenewable re - Parks, Preserves and Monuments, 

sources have been dug up, hauled doubling the size of the National Park 

away, piped away, to satisfy the need System in the United States. Manage- 
of a certain span of users, Alaska can ment plans for 13 park areas created 

still have a renewable, self-perpetuat- or enlarged by ANILCA are now being 

ing resource of inestimable value — formulated and public input can have a 
value economical, value spiritual, major impact on the management deci- 
value for the health of the people. sions. Whether or not these lands are 

We cannot foretell the future, but we really protected depends on how they 

can give a nod towards it by putting ar e managed. 

this last treasure of wild country into Denali National Park and Preserve 

an interest-bearing savings account. (formerly Mt. McKinley National Park) 

In the long view — all Alaska needs provides an example of how ANILCA 

to do is be Alaska.” has failed so far to protect Alaska’s wil- 

. — Mardie Murie, testifying in favor demess. The old Mt. McKinley Na- 
of the Alaska Lands Act of 1980 tional Park was pretty big — 2 million 

acres (the size of Yellowstone National 
Four years ago, the Alaska National Park). But even a park that size failed 

Interest Lands Conservation Act to encompass the entire range of some 

(ANILCA) was passed by Congress of the animals living there. ANILCA 

and signed into law by Jimmy Carter. enlarged the park to 6 million acres and 

Most environmental groups gave a big changed its name to “Denali” to honor 

sigh, slapped each other on the back the ancient Athabascan Indian word for 

and toasted with champagne. However, the largest mountain in North America 

the passage of ANILCA was only one — “The Great One.” 

step towards the protection of North The National Park Service claims 

America’s last BIG wilderness areas. that these additions to the Park were 

For the time being, the protection af- made to enclose an entire ecosystem 

forded consists merely of boundaries within the boundaries of one park. As 

drawn on maps. Enforcement is scarce. a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve (repre- 
The second — and crucially impor- senting intact ecosystems throughout 

tant — step is the development of man- the world), Denali should be a funetion- 

agement plans for the new and en- ing, subarctic large mammal ecosys- 

larged National Parks, Preserves and tern. However, in the northern addi- 

Monuments in Alaska. Earth First! tions to Denali are the Kantishna Hills 

plans to closely monitor this decision- which are an area of historic and recent 

making process and make a no-com- mineral development. At the present 

promise stand as to how these lands are time, placer mining for gold by private 

managed. individuals holding valid claims from 

When ANILCA was signed into law, before 1980 is threatening to destroy 

110 million acres of land in Alaska were critical wildlife habitat within what 

designated as some kind of public con- should be the flagship of the National 

servation area, including National Park System. 

Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers, The Park Service is now deciding 

National Parks, Preserves and Monu- what alternatives to take in dealing 
ments. Of those 110 million acres, 56 with the mining at Kantishna (as well 




as potential mining in the Dunkel Reg- 
ion in the southern portion of the Park). 
In order to help with that decision pro- 
cess, field studies of the wildlife of the 
Kantishna region were conducted in the 
summer of 1983. The Park Service is- 
sued “Research/Resources Manage- 
ment Report AR-2, Wildlife and the Ef- 
fects of Mining in the Kantishna Hills, 
Denali National Park and Preserve.” 
Some interesting facts can be found in 
the report such as: 

* Unmined sites had much more 
abundant birdlife than mined areas 
(up to 35 times as much for certain 
species). 

*Winter evidence of moose was 15 
times more abundant at unmined sites. 

* The Kantishna Hills region at 
times has been home to two-thirds of 
the Denali caribou herd. 

* The caribou annually use the reg- 
ion for rutting and wintering grounds, 
and, to a lesser extent, as calving 
grounds. They also migrate through the 
area. 

* Important caribou mineral licks 
are found in the area. 

* 50% of the moose within the Toklat 
wolf pack range are found in the Kan- 
tishna Hills region (the moose is a sig- 
nificant prey animal for the wolf). 

* Large numbers of grizzly bears live 
in the area. The Kantishna Hills sup- 
port the only alpine habitat in the 
northern park addition and therefore 
are utilized extensively by grizzlies 
year-round. 


* About the only salmon spawning 
areas in Denali are in the Kantishna 
Hills and are used by grizzlies in the 
fall. 

* Wolves not only depend on the area 
for hunting moose, but den nearby and 
then use areas in the Kantishna Hills 
as rendezvous sites (where pups are 
taken after birth at the nursery den). 

* Some of Denali's rarest mammals 
— lynx and wolverine — live in the 
area. 

* Continued mining and related in- 
crease in local residen ts and roadways 
could lead to increased poaching. 

Sounds like a pretty good argument 
against mining, right? Well, the Park 
Service issued a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement studying the various 
alternatives for dealing with mining in 
the Kantishna Hills. One alternative 
was to discontinue all mining activity 
(which was demonstrated by the study 
to have minimal impact on the local eco- 
nomy). They even looked at the possibil- 
ity for wilderness designation and class- 
ified the region as suitable. Reason 
enough to halt mining at Kantishna? 
Unfortunately, the National Park Ser- 
vice and the Alaska Lands Use Council 
(set up by ANILCA to oversee the man- 
agement of these public lands) don’t 
agree. In fact, the Alaska Regional Of- 
fice of the Park Service tells me that 
the preferred alternative will be to ex- 
pand mineral development in the Kan- 
tishna Hills! Within a National Park! 
The flagship of the Park Service! Your 
National Park! 

Now is the time to let the National 


SAGEBRUSH IN THE RAIN 


by Bart Koehler 

Taku is a Tlingit word that roughly 
translates to “where the wild goose 
lands.” 

It’s a wonder that in a little more 
than four years I’ve traveled from the 
deserts of Sonora to the mouth of the 
Taku River in Southeast Alaska. I’m 
not sure where the rest of the “Wild 
Goose Band” has flown (you never 
know) but Johnny Sagebrush is now 
home in the land of rain and devils club, 
soaking it all in. 

I am now the executive director of 
the Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council (SEACC), the regional voice 
for conservation in the panhandle. I de- 
cided a year ago that “mainstream” con- 
servation work was best for me, and 
the kind of work I can do best for the 
movement. It’s been an interesting 
change from playing guitar before a 
thousand people to testifying at hear- 
ings in DC again. I’ve been to DC three 
time already this year and I’ll be there 
many more times before it’s over. (I still 
don’t wear neckties.) 

Being one of the co-founders of Earth 
First! and Johnny Sagebrush’s songwri- 
ter for years has given me an interest- 
ing insight on our American dream and 
the defense of Mother Earth. My 
philosophy has not changed up here it’s 
“Tree Wars.” 

Do I miss life on the road with Earth 
First!? Sure. And I’ll probably see you 
once again, and I hope you’ll hear 
Johnny Sagebrush on the radio before 


too long. It’ll benefit SEACC. 

We’ve got a long and hard battle 
ahead of us here on the Tongass. It’s 
your forest, our largest and last great 
temperate rainforest, and we’ll need 
your help defending it. 

You never leave the Earth First! 
tribe. I’m just on a journey, helping out 
the cause in Alaska. I’ll be watching the 
sky for wild geese in flight. The circle 
remains unbroken. 

I went over the edge once and 
crashed and burned. I went over the 
edge twice more — but I was lucky to 
come back. I learned a lot out there. 
As Cat Stevens sang once, “Ooh baby, 
it’s a wild world.” 

Why am I back at it? I still have a 
good fight left in me and I’m willing to 
throw myself back into the wars. It’s 
in the blood. 

Bob Marshall said, “Some of us never 
took that last step into civilization.” 
Trust your instincts. 

Maybe it’s in the stars. I was bom 
on John Muir’s birthday and on the very 
day that Aldo Leopold died. It’s in the 
moon, on the cusp of life. 

What next? I’ll be here ’till I can’t 
do it anymore. Maybe some day when 
we right some of these worst wrongs, 
I can get on my horse Gordo, and ride 
off with my sweetheart and my guitar 
to search for old friends in the desert. 
Dave Foreman, Howie, Mike, Spurs, 
Jack Bums, Hopalong Cassidy, the 
Lone Ranger, Cactus Ed Abbey — and 
Johnny Saguaro Ocotillo. 


All my best to you good people and 
fellow Earth Firstlers. Live well and 
keep those dogies rollin’! Don’t give up 
the ship! 

— Bari Koehler 
(Editor’s note: We’ll be bringing you 
periodic reports on the battle to save 
America’s largest and wildest National 
Forest, Alaska’s Tongass, from Bari 
Koehler \) 



Park Service know how you feel about 
v the dire need to protect these truly 
magnificent wild lands, some of the last 
sanctuaries for North America’s large 
predators. Mining in the Kantishna 
Hills is but one example of wilderness 
degradation in Alaska’s National Parks. 
Others exist. As you read this, the Park 
Service is making decisions on how our 
land will be managed. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

* Ask to be placed on the mailing 
list for the “Alaska Planning Newslet- 
ters” which will keep you up to date on 
management decisions for ANILCA 
lands. 

* Send your comments opposing 
mining in the Kantishna Hills region 
of Denali National Park and Preserve 
to the Park Service. 

You can ask for the newsletter and 
make your opinion on Kantishna Hills 
known by writing to: 

Linda Nebel 

Alaska Regional Office, NPS 

2525 Gambell St 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

If you ever want the chance to see 
hundreds of wild caribou migrating 
across the tundra, hike into griz coun- 
try, catch an arctic grayling in a crystal 
clear mountain stream, have a glimpse 
of ond of the country’s last wild wolves, 
now is the time to do something about 
it. 

Willy Dunne lives in Denali Na- 
tional Park where he works as a tour 
bus driver. He is coordinating the 
Earth First! campaign to monitor the 
development of management plans for 
National Park units in Alaska and can 
be reached at PO Box 112, Denali Park, 
AK 99755. 
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OREGON TRIALS 


The Middle Santiam Tries Oregon 


by Mike Roselle 

“We greatly admire your cause and 
your convictions, but we had to find you 
guilty.” These words, spoken by Joann 
K. Benedict, expressed the sentiment 
of the all-woman jury that for three 
days listened to testimony from both 
sides during the trial of Cathedral 
Forest Action Group members who 
were arrested during protests this sum- 
mer in the old growth forests along the 
Middle Santiam River in Western Ore- 
gon. Linn County judge Rick McCor- 
mick stated later to a reporter that in 
all his years on the bench, he had never 
seen a jury read such a statement be- 
fore rendering a verdict. Although the 
verdict itself will be appealed, the trial 
represents another milestone by the 
Oregon activists who have been fight- 
ing the U.S. Forest Service’s attempts 
to log the largest remaining old growth 
ecosystem on the Cascades’ western 
slope. 

In all, 34 people were arrested in 
various actions on the road and in the 
offices of the Forest Service. W’hile 
some of the blockaders, not wanting to 
get stuck in the legal quagmire, pled 
no contest so they could get on with 
what they felt were more important 
matters, others wanted to have then- 
day in court. A trial, they felt, would 
be able to raise some of the important 
issues too often glossed over by the 
news media. And, by using the "choice 
of evils” defense, some felt that there 
was an actual chance of being found in- 
nocent by an impartial jury, if one could 
be found in the largely timber depen- 
dent county. So. in preparation for the 
trials, a legal committee was formed to 
research possible defense strategies, 
and a legal defense fund was set up. 

The requirements for a successful 
“choice of evils defense are as follows: 

*Your actions were to prevent an im- 
minent and irreversible harm to the 
public domain; 

There was no other course of action 
available to you; 

’There was a reasonable chance for 
your actions to be successful; 

The crime committed was lesser 
than the crime you sought to prevent. 

Under Oregon law, the court decides 
if this defense can be used . A motion 
was filed and a date was set for a hear- 
ing. At the hearing, Judge McCormick 
heard arguments from the defendants 
as well as objections from the D.A.’s 
office, who wished to expedite the mat- 
ter as soon as possible because these 
legal maneuvers were costing the 
county money. Since there would be no 
jury present at the hearing, the defense 
would be able to present a broad range 
of testimony without objections from 
the D.A.’s office on the grounds of rele- 
vancy. 

A grueling number of law books and 
legal documents were poured over by 
Cecelia Ostrow and other members of 
the legal staff looking for precedents 
that might help convince the judge to 
allow motions for the “choice of evils” 
defense. Although the group decided to 
handle the task of preparing the de- 
fense themselves, it was also decided 
to retain local Albany lawyer Bob 
Street to help with the presentation in 
court and to act as a counselor on legal 
matters. He also represented those de- 
fendants who did not want to represent 
themselves. This gave those who chose 
to represent themselves the benefit of 
Bob’s presence at the counselor’s table 
to answer procedural questions, while 
still allowing them to call and cross 
examine witnesses. The defense plan it- 
self was broken up into separate parts 
with different people taking on the as- 
pects of the case they felt most familiar 
with. On September 25th, the hearings 
began. 

The first, and perhaps most impor- 
tant part of the defense was to prove 
that there was indeed a threat of immi- 
nent and irreparable harm to the public 
domain. Testifying for the defense was 
Dr. Roy Meyer, a soil scientist and 
geologist who had done extensive re- 
search on the Pyramid Creek timber 
sale area for the Forest Service as well 
as for conservation groups. Dr. Meyer 
deseribed the soils as some of the most 
unstable anywhere in the state. He also 


stated that roadbuilding and logging 
would severely damage the soil produc- 
tivity and increase sedimentation in the 
creek, which would threaten native 
trout fisheries in Pyramid Creek and 
along the Middle Santiam River. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Meyer’s testimony, the 
proposed development in the defaeto 
wilderness would increase soil erosion 
as much as 600%. He also stated that 
roads would be very expensive to main- 
tain and difficult to keep open. 

Next, Dr. Paul Alaback of the O.S.U. 
School of Forestry, a widely know ex- 
pert on forest productivity and old 
growth ecosystems, took the stand. Cit- 
ing extensive damage from blowdowns 
in areas adjacent to clearcuts, loss of 
moisture and increased airborne 
sedimentation from opening up the 
dense stands, Dr. Alaback stated that 
this timber sale would severely damage 
the last such ecosystem of its kind. He 
went on to say that as much as 20% of 
the forest productivity would be perma- 
nently damaged by the building of 
roads and landings alone due to the 
steep nature and instability of the ter- 
rain. Critical habitat for many 
threatened species would also be per- 
manently destroyed. Old growth 
ecosystems have never been success- 
fully managed for sustained timber har- 
vests while protecting their old growth 
characteristics. "It would take at least 
500 years for the trees to regrow to 
their previous size,” he said, “but the 
ecosystem would never fully recover”. 

After Alaback' 's testimony, Stephen 
Dinkle, who was prosecuting the case 
for the D.A.’s office, conducted a brief 
and feeble cross examination of the wit- 
ness. Afterwards, Brian Heath took 
the stand and was sworn in. Brian, 
along with being a dedicated member 
of the Cathedral Forest Action Group, 
is a professional private forester and is 
currently working on his Ph.D. in fores- 
try at O.S.U. Brian testified that the 
Forest Service’s method of harvesting 
timber was not sustainable and was tan- 
tamount to mining an unrenewable re- 
source. He added that the Forest Ser- 
vice’s practice of overcutting on public 
lands was threatening the economy and 
would eventually result in the collapse 
of the local timber industry, while the 
large corporations who profit would 
move their operations to the Southeast 
where they can grow trees more 
cheaply. This was in disregard for exist- 
ing laws that mandated the F.S. to man- 
age the area according to the principles 
of sustained yield. Such irresponsible 
management was also in violation of 
NEPA, FLPMA, and the Clean Water 
Act. He also stated that if the time and 
money used to open up these inaccessi- 
ble areas were diverted to reforestation 
of already cut over lands, it would re- 
sult in higher productivity, increased 
yields, less damage to watersheds and 
a sustainable timber industry. Brian 
added that the Forest Sendee re- 
peatedly lied to him about their plans 
to log the area, evidently to to prevent 
attorneys for the Middle Santiam Wil- 
derness Committee from seeking an in- 
junction in Federal Court. Brian’s tes- 
timony concluded the first part of our 


defense. It was also the end of the first 
day of hearings. 

The next day of hearings was Oc- 
tober 1st, and the defense team added 
Terry Gough, a lawyer who was work- 
ing with the American Civil Liberties 
Union on Leo Hund’s defense against 
felony charges for refusing to assist in 
an arrest. He was to help with closing 
arguments at the hearing’s end and was 
representing Leo in his misdemeanor 
charges of disorderly conduct. 

The second phase of our defense was 
to demonstrate to the court that we had 
exhausted all other means available to 
us to prevent injury to the public do- 
main. Our first witness to present this 
testimony was Michael Axline, a 
Eugene attorney with the Environmen- 
tal Law Clinic and a professor of law 
at the University of Oregon. Mr. Axline 
testified that in his legal opinion the 
Forest Service was in violation of fed- 
eral laws in executing the Pyramid 
Creek timber sale. He described in de- 
tail all the steps conservationists had 
taken up to this point to prevent the 
sale, starting with the first appeal and 
continuing through the lawsuit. The 
lawsuit was later dropped when the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals refused 
to enjoin Willamette Industries from 
executing the sale. Although the court 
had yet to decide on the merits of the 
case, the suit was dropped when it was 
realized that the timber would already 
be cut before the court would have a 
chance to hear it. 

The D.A. then cross examined Mr. 
Axline. First, he asked if the defen- 
dants could have pursued some sort of 
legal relief, rather than take the law 
into their own hands. Axline replied 
that the defendants could have sued the 
Forest Service for violating the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act. When 
Dinkle asked why that had not been 
pursued, Axline replied that it was 
probably too expensive for such a small 
group with limited resources. Dinkle 
than asked how much a NEPA suit 
would cost to file. There was a some- 
what astonished silence throughout the 
courtroom as more than a few jaws 
dropped when Axline replied, “About 
50 to 100 thousand dollars.” The pro- 
secution had no further questions. 

Next, the defendants themselves 
took the stand and told the court about 
the actions they had taken to stop the 
timber sale. Linda Sebring of Corvallis 
testified that she had done everything 
possible, from testifying at wilderness 
hearings, to becoming involved in the 
forest planning process, writing her 
legislators and getting involved in elec- 
toral politics, in order to prevent the 
logging from taking place. “In the end,” 
she said, “I felt I had no other choice 
but to go up there and put myself be- 
tween the loggers and the trees.” 

As the hearing progressed, each de- 
fendant took the stand, was sworn in, 
and gave testimony as to why she or 
he decided to break the law and do what 
she or he felt was right. These personal 
statement from the people who had 
taken so many risks and had made such 
great sacrifices for standing up for that 
in which they believed had a powerful 


impact on those in the courtroom. More 
so than the legal and scientific evidence 
that had been given so far, this tes- 
timony struck at the root of the issues 
involved: That something immoral, 
perhaps even evil, was taking place in 
our national forests, and to ignore it or 
to pretend that it wasn’t happening was 
a far greater crime than the ones for 
which the defendants were on trial. In- 
deed, the Cathedral Forest Action 
Group was never on trial here. It was 
the Forest Service, and even the Amer- 
ican people, who were standing trial, 
and it would be their own conscience 
that would serve as judge and jury. 

Next, Cecelia Ostrow presented ar- 
guments on international law. Citing 
the Nuremburg trials, Cecelia con- 
tended that all people are ultimately ob- 
liged to observe higher moral laws than 
those imposed by goverment, and that 
just because non-human life has no 
standing in this legal system today, it 
does not mean that ultimately it has no 
rights at all. “It was recognized by 
some,” she continued, “that Black 
people in the South had no legal stand- 
ing. This opinion was even shared by 
the Supreme Court. However, today 
this legal system recognizes that all 
people not only have these rights now, 
but have always, had them, even when 
deprived of them by goverment.” She 
went on to cite a minority opinion writ- 
ten by Justice William O. Douglas in 
the Mineral King lawsuit (SIERRA 
CLUB vs ROGERS MORTON) that 
makes a strong case for extending legal 
lights to non-human life. 

To make the case that there was a 
reasonable chance of succeeding, Mike 
Roselle, of Earth First!, described pre- 
vious efforts in southern Oregon where 
conservationists were successful in 
stopping illegal logging by the Forest 
Service through a combination of non- 
violent civil disobedience and legal ac- 
tion. He went on to discuss the success- 
ful actions of the Sinkyone activists, 
who by taking direct action to protect 
the ancient Redwoods along California’s 
north coast, were able to gain enough 
time to get the matter into court. 
“Without their actions,” he said, “these 
thousand-year-old trees would have 
been felled before the court had a 
chance to decide if the logging was 
legal.” 

The final part of the defense was to 
demonstrate that our actions consti- 
tuted a lesser offense than the ones 
being committed by the Forest Service. 
For this, Mary Beth Nearing was sworn 
in. She described the time-honored 
tradition of nonviolent direct action as 
a legitimate means to make needed 
changes when all else has failed. She 
stated that although we are being 
charged with “disorderly conduct,” at 
no time was our conduct disorderly. 
“Many hours of preparation go into 
each action,” she said, “and every par- 
ticipant is obliged to adhere to an ag- 
reed-upon code of conduct.” “Each per- 
son,” she continued, “agrees that they 
will be open, honest and friendly to all 
they meet, and that at no time wall they 
return hostility for hostility, or violence 
for violence.” 

With this testimony, the defense re- 
sted its case and it was the prosecu- 
tion’s turn to call witnesses. Their first 
witness was John Neupert, attorney for 
Willamette Industries. Having nothing 
nice to say about this man, I shall say 
nothing at all, except that for his name 
and position, I believed nothing at all 
of his testimony. Next, the prosecution 
called the Deputy Chief Assistant Fred- 
die, or something like that. As soon as 
he was sworn in, Cecelia stood up and 
objected. “The purpose of this hear- 
ing,” she contended, “was not to decide 
whether or not this timber sale was 
legal, but whether or not we had reason 
to believe it was illegal. Therefore, no- 
thing that this man could say could pos- 
sibly be relevant to this hearing.” The 
objection was sustained and the Fred- 
die was dismissed without being able 
to say anything but his name. 

This concluded the proceedings, and 
closing arguments were then made by 
both sides. The defense team, in its 
closing statements, contended that 
continued on page 4 
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Willamette Industries truck and logged slope in the Middle Santiam. 
Photo by Michael Williams. 


Letter from an 
Oregon Jail 

by Cecelia 0 strow 

Here I sit in jail, wondering what 
will happen next in the Middle San- 
tiam. 

Most of us are here for 5 days, with 
30 days suspended. We have signed 
probation agreements to stay out of 
the Pyramid Creek area for a year. 
Sarah Barton and Leo Hund refused 
probation or to pay restitution to Will- 
amette Industries, and will serve the 
whole 35 days. Peter Swanson is serv- 
ing 25 days for refusing to pay several 
hundred dollars in fines and restitu- 
tion. The rest of us need to decide 
whether or not to pay the restitution 
which has been assessed jointly and 
severally as part of our probation. 

We had no lawyer for our trial. 
Each blockader shone as she/he told 
the jury of six Linn County women 
why we blocked the logging trucks at 
Pyramid Creek. Judge Rick McCor- 
mick had ruled that we could not use 
a choice of evils or justification de- 
fense — that is, we could not talk 
about the ecological disaster we are 
trying to stop or mention the fact that 
the Forest Service and Willamette In- 
dustries are breaking the law. We will 
appeal! 

Here’s what some of the wilderness 
blockaders had to say at the trial: 

I was bom in Corvallis, Oregon. I 
come from an old logging family. / 
was taught to be very proud of this 
wild frontierland. I spent a lot of time 
camping during my youth and de- 
veloped a deep reverence for the un- 


spoiled areas of this state. Recently I 
have realized that these areas are ac- 
tually quite few and are very much 
in danger of becoming extinct al- 
together. I feel that in good consci- 
ence I cannot bear this knowledge 
without attempting to do what / can 
to prevent this from happening. 

— Marj Storm 

arrested June 4 

I came to Oregon four years ago, 
after a lifetime of stories from my dad 
about the natural beauty here. I saw 
the Coast Range with its barren, 
clearcut hills. Since then, I’ve wan- 
dered in the virgin wilderness of the 
Middle Santiam. There are streams, 
rocks, bears, elk, and owls living 
among trees that are centuries old. I 
will do whatever I can to protect the 
Middle Santiam. 

— Maggie Underwood 

arrested June 4 

Yes, I intended to cause alarm! But 
not the kind of alarm you meant. If I 
could have, I would have ridden a horse 
through the streets of Albany, shout- 
ing, “They’re cutting the Middle San- 
tiam!” 

— Leo Hund 

arrested May 5 and June 4 

We started off the first day of the 
trial with a press conference in the 
main hallway of the Albany Cour- 
thouse where we served coffee and 
doughnuts, and unveiled the Cathed- 
ral Forest National Monument prop- 
osal. We circled, and our song, “May 
the trees grow forever stronger, to the 
sky, Lord, to the sky,” echoed 
through the courthouse building. 
Sarah Barton told the jury, “Our vic- 
tory came when we took a moral 


stand for what is right in the Middle 
Santiam.” 

Jeff Liddicoat defended himself for 
his one-man blockade at a trial Oc- 
tober 29. He, too, was convicted. 
Brian Heath and Steve Petersen, ar- 
rested in the July 17 blockade, pled 
no-contest last week to join the rest 
of us in jail. 

I count it a privilege to have lived 
for a few hours the way the earth 
should be rather than how it is — to 
have lived as though violence toward 
me and toward the rest of creation 
does not exist. I respect your right to 
differ and to sentence me. Consider- 
ing the innocuous nonviolent nature 
of the act, / will consider the severity 
of the sentence an indication of the 
depth of the law’s desire to cover up 
the violent destruction of God’s crea- 
tion as well as an indication of the 
strength of humanity in resisting that 
destruction. 

— Brian Heath 

arrested May 5 and June 4 

So here I sit in jail, thinking of 
these and many other things. We need 
many more people to save the Middle 
Santiam. Are you there? 

To help in the ongoing battle to pro- 
tect all of the remaining old growth 
forest in Oregon, contact the Cathed- 
ral Forest Action Group/Oregon 
Earth First! at 824 SW 10th St, Corval- 
lis, OR 97333, (503)754-9151 or 753- 
8725. Contributions are needed. Make 
your check out to Oregon Earth 
First!. 

Cecelia Ostraw has been one of the 
mainstays in the effort to protect the 
Middle Santiam and other old growth 
forests of Oregon. 


A Forest Dirge 
for Fife, Banjo, 
Drum and Beercan 

We are the Forest Service (Circus). 

We do just as we please 
The forest is our Dig Top 
We’ve come to cut your trees 

Clearcuts are our business 
We make them square and steep 
The roads we make go to them 
The mud goes in your creek 

Forget about the fishing 
We don’t have tune for trout 
Fish can’t make us any money 
That's what we’re all about 

The Grizzly needs move forage 
We’re cutting for him too 
We’ll maybe serve him Wendy's 
Just like for me and you 

The Circus presses onward 
Up your drainage too 
The bears are all conditioned 
To act like in the zoo 

Woodpeckers don’t need snags 
They’ll learn to do without 
And if they can’t adapt to this 
We’ll kill them like the trout 
The Elk are quite a problem 
They don’t know where to go 
We build them roads and clearcuts 
Then shoot, them in a row 

We’re planting “super" species 
In squares like Christmas trees 
The spray were putting on them 
Often kills the bees 

Some poisons that we’re spraying 
Kill all the noxious weeds 
It makes a sterile forest 
To meet our togging needs 

If you need some firewood 
Pay 10 dollars down the hall 
Don’t you touch those slash piles 
We’re burning them this fall 

We burned up all the cabins 
To make the forest free 
Of all the manmade shelters 
And safe for you and me 

We never will inform you 
Our plans would raise your hair 
You can’t affect, us anyway 
We’d rather just not care 
Were planning for the future 
Computers lie with ease 
They make decisions for us 
Then ask for comments, please 
We thank you for your input 
The time spent was a waste 
Because we are the experts 
Your comments were erased 

Decisions that we’re making 
Will shape the future lands 
Into an image we create 
For cars, and trucks and man 
We left no room for critters 
We treat them just like lice 
Now we fear them and ourselves 
This proves we’re men, or mice 
We need the Forest Circus 
To wave itself goodbye 
Before they turn the forest 
Into a huge pig sty 

The Freddies are all happy 
All eating on their cake 
When subsidies from Congress stop 
They’ll think there’s some mistake 
We are the Forest Circus 
You pay us for this sleaze 
So keep your dollars coming 
And keep us working please 

Our dogma gives us faith 
In why we rule the land 
Our Android wisdom rules us 
We see ourselves as grand 
Restructuring of a circus 
Is quite an awesome task 
Never ever mention it 
Or out will come the flask 
Dmnk with power and garbage 
The circus flaps its gate 
Someday soon the tent will fall 
Our chance to celebrate 
Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear 
Are sick of Uncle Sam 
Using them to sell the woods 
PR for Sam’s next scam 


My song could last forever 
Or till the forest dies 
Then we’ll know who told the truth 
And who’s been telling lies 
— Steve Kelly, Swan Valley, Montana 
August 8, 1984 
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SLUG SABOTAGES WASHINGTON 

TRANSFORMER 

Lakewood, Washington — Thousands 
of area residents were temporarily 
without power this summer until 
Tacoma City Light workers put a mal- 
functioning transfonner back into ser- 
vice. The culprit? A garden slug that 
climbed into an underground vault and 
shorted out the transformer with its 
slime trail. According to the utility com- 
pany, other animals have been responsi- 
ble for shorting transformers in the 
past, but this was the first time that a 
transformer was “slimed” by a slug. Un- 
fortunately, the slug did not survive the 
experience. In the words of a company 
spokeswoman: “He is no longer with 
us.” 

HORSE MANURE 
DUMPED IN PROTEST 

Oracle, Arizona — Horse manure 
was dumped in front of the Department 
of Risk Management and Safety build- 
ing on the morning of Oct. 31 in protest 
of the University of Arizona’s toxic- 
waste site near Oracle, according to 
UA police. 

A telephone caller who told UA 
police he was with the “Oracle 1 Com- 
munity Committee," said the manure 
was dumped in front of Risk Manage- 
ment, 1143 N. Cherry Ave., to protest 
the dumping of toxic chemicals at the 
site. 

Police investigated the phone call and 
found the manure. 

A dummy and signs warning the U A 
to stop the dumping also were left, 
police said. 

There are no suspects in the incident. 
(Reported in the Arizona Daily 
Wildcat, Nov. 2, 1984.) 

ORACLE UPDATE 

Oracle, Az, December 10, 1984. A 
Sheriffs deputy discovered over the 
weekend that part of the fence sur- 
rounding the University of Arizona’s 
640-acre Page Ranch, which houses the 
University’s controversial toxic-waste 
dump, had been cut by unknown indi- 
viduals. About 70 feet of four-strand 
barbed-wire fence at the main entrance 
to the ranch was dropped with a pair 
of wire cutters. 

Only a few days previously, on De- 
cember 5, a delegation of Oracle resi- 
dents met with UA President Henry 
Koffler to urge closure of the dump, 
which opponents view as a threat to the 
area’s ground water. The delegation 
asked Koffler to place a guard at the 
site starting that night. Although Kof- 
fler at first indicated that a guard would 
be posted “as soon as possible,” UA of- 
ficials later decided the added security 
was unnecessary. 

University officials sought to 
minimize the significance of the fence- 
cutting incident. They pointed out that 
another, 8-foot fence, including concer- 
tina wire, surrounds the actual dumps, 
and that this fence was not damaged. 
According to Robert Dorsey, director 
of the UA Department of Risk Manage- 
ment and Safety, “...we’re not too con- 
cerned about it... The thing the fence 
is for is primarily to keep the cattle out 
because the ranchers are concerned 
about cattle getting onto Page Ranch 
because there’s no water there.” Dor- 
sey went on to add, “If there is any 
relationship between having damage to 
the fence and the Oracle residents’ con- 
cern about the facility, I don’t really un- 
derstand it.” 


CHIPPING EQUIPMENT BURNED 
IN HAWAII 

Kalapana, Hawaii — The Campbell 
Estate announced that they would con- 
tinue wood chipping operations on 
3,300 acres of estate lands at Kalapana 
on the island of Hawaii, despite the re- 
cent burning of equipment used in the 
operations. 

Campbell Estate entered into an ag- 
reement in June with Bio Power Corp. 
to harvest its lands. Bio Power, in turn, 
has contracted to provide wood chips 
as biomass fuel for the Amfac Big Is- 
land power generation facility located 
at the Puna Sugar Mill site in Kea’au. 

Campbell Estate owns a total of 
25,000 acres at Kahauale’a. The 3,300- 
acre portion which is being logged was 
acquired in 1927 as part of a land ex- 
change with the territory of Hawaii to 
accommodate the National Park Ser- 
vice’s acquisition of the adjacent Chain 
of Craters area. Opponents of the chip- 
ping operation are upset about the de- 
struction of native ’ohi’a trees, some of 
which are 100 feet tall. Tomas Belsky, 
a spokesman for the Friends of the 
Forest ad hoc committee, said of 
Campbell’s chipping operation, “It is 
corporate irresponsibility.” 

On the night of November 9 unknown 
parties set fire to a $258,000 wood chip- 
per and a $50,000 bus used as a shop 
and for storage. Bi o Power workers 
found the equipment still burning when 
they reported for work the following 
morning. 

Campbell Estate chief executive of- 
ficer O. K. Stender, in announcing the 
continuation of chipping, did say the 
Estate was “preserving a reasonable 
number of species of trees per acre” 
and is “leaving untouched trees and 
plants located in kipukas and on 
knolls.” 



RUTGERS 

One doesn’t think of the metropolitan 
area of New York City as having impor- 
tant natural values, but there are areas 
even there valuable for wildlife and 
open space. Some of the most impor- 
tant of these areas are owned by Cook 
College, part of Rutgers University, in 
North Brunswick, New Jersey, and are 
supposed to be preserved in their nat- 
ural state. Students at Rutgers are un- 
.derstandably upset then by a decision 
by Rutgers President Edward Blous- 
tien to lease much of the small preserve 
to the New Jersey Bar Association to 
build a giant office complex. Earth 
First lers at Rutgers have been de- 
monstrating against Bloustien’s plans 
and urge other Earth Firstlers around 
the country to help them save a bit of 
wild Northern Jersey. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Write to Edward Bloustien, Presi- 
dent, Rutgers University, North 
Brunswick, New Jersey, 08903, and 
urge him not to let the Cook College 
natural areas be destroyed by an office 
building for the New Jersey Bar Associ- 
ation. 


AUDUBON TO HOST SYMPOSIUM 

The National Audubon Society Ex- 
pedition Institute will host a major pub- 
lic symposium at the University of Mas- 
sachusetts, Amherst, August 2-6, 1985, 
on the question “Is the Earth A Living 
Organism?” The stated objective of the 
program is to bring together a group 
of scientists and scholars to share their 
research and ideas about what Dr. Jim 
Lovelock has called “The Gaia 
Hypothesis.” Lovelock is scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker; others who 
have expressed an interest in appearing 
include Dr. John Todd, founder of New 
Alchemy Institute, Dr. J. Donald 
Hughes, editor of Environmental Re- 
view, and Dr. Albert Baez. 

The Expedition Institute has issued 
a call for interested parties to submit 
research papers to be presented at the 
conference. Papers are invited in the 
following discipline areas: physics, biol- 
ogy, earth sciences, environment/ecol- 
ogy, history, law, anthropology, litera- 
ture, philosophy and theology, human 
ecology, psychology and education. Pre- 
sentations should focus on new re- 
search, synthesize what has been done 
to date or propose new areas of re- 
search. The program proceedings will 
be subsequently published as a state- 
of-the-art review of the Gaia 
Hypothesis, especially as it relates to 
science. 


Persons interested in submitting pa- 
pers are invited to submit proposals. 
The deadline date for proposals is April 
15, 1985. For information on papers con- 
tact: 

Dr. Jim Swan, Symposium Coor- 
dinator 

National Audubon Society Expedi- 
tion Institute 

Box 637 

Mill Valley, CA 94941 

There also will be space provided for 
a limited number of artistic presenta- 
tions, music, poetry, drama, paintings 
and photographs. 

General inquiries about the “Is The 
Earth Alive?” Symposium should be di- 
rected to: 

The Institute for Expedition Educa- 
tion 

National Audubon Society 

NE Regional Office 

R. R. 1, Box 171 

Sharon, Connecticut 06069 


NATURE NOT TO BLAME 

Surprise! Many disasters attributed 
to nature, such as droughts and floods, 
are actually caused or made worse by 
human activity. Such are the findings 
of a report written by Anders Wijkman, 
secretary general of the Swedish Red 
Cross, and Lloyd Timberlake, editorial 
director of the environmental informa- 
tion service Earthscan. The study — 
“Natural Disaster: Acts of God or Acts 
of Man?” — found a sharp increase in 
recent decades in deaths from 
droughts, such as the one causing 
famine in Ethiopia, and floods, includ- 
ing those that have killed thousands in 
Bangladesh. The increases could not be 
explained by changes in climate or 
geological processes such as earth- 
quakes or volcanic eruptions, or simply 
by better reporting techniques, the re- 
port said. Rather, it concluded, the an- 
swers must be found in “human vul- 
nerability resulting from poverty and 
inequality; environmental degradation 
owing to poor land use; and rapid popu- 
lation growth, especially among the 
poor.” The report also found that natu- 
ral disasters kill more people in poorer 
countries than in developed nations, 
and that poor people in any country are 
more likely to be killed by disasters 
than the rich. 

According to the report, the famine 
in Ethiopia is not caused by the lack of 
rain that triggered it, but by agricul- 
tural practices and deforestation that 
produced soil erosion, by population 
growth and by political decisions such 
as an emphasis on cash crops. Similarly, 
floods in Bangladesh were caused by de- 
forestation of the Himalayas hundreds 
of miles away and by overcrowding in 
what is essentially a narrow flood plain. 

Timberlake said it was now possible 
to look at economic and social develop- 
ments and predict disasters. “The next 
children you will see dying on your TV 
screens will be Bengali children,” he 
predicted. 

Copies of the 148-page report can be 
obtained from Earthscan, 1717 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue N. W., Washington, 
D. C. 20036, for $5.50 a copv. 

OLDEST LIVING PLANT 
TO BE PROTECTED 

Lucerne Valley, CA, December 8, 
1984. The Nature Conservancy has an- 
nounced plans to build an 11-acre pre- 
serve around a creosote bush that scien- 
tists say has been growing for 11,700 
years. Known as “King Clone,” the 
bush measures 70 feet by 25 feet and 
eclipses the 4,900-year-old bristlecone 
pine, a tree on the rocky peaks of 
California’s White Mountains, that once 
was thought to be the oldest plant. 

Frank C. Vasek, a botany professor 
at the University of California’s River- 
side campus, found the ancient plant 
while testing several old creosote 
bushes in the desert about 80 miles 
northeast of Los Angeles, using carbon 
dating and other techniques. Thrilled 
with his discovery, he convinced the Na- 
ture Conservancy to purchase the re- 
mote, privately owned land. 

“This is a step in the right direction,” 
said Vasek, “but we’re still looking to 
set up a buffer area around the pre- 
serve.” 

The property containing the creosote 
bush eventually will be transferred to 
the university. 



Manure dumped in protest or the University of Arizona toxic 
waste dump in Oracle. 
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CANYONLANDS 
NUKE DUMP 

The Department of Energy 
will be releasing a draft En- 
vironmental Assessment in 
January which will analyze 
the suitability of the Canyon- 
lands National Park High 
Level Nuclear Waste Dump 
site. A massive public outcry 
is crucial to derail the nuking 
of one of our wildest and most 
pristine National Parks. For 
information on what you can 
do, write the Don’t Waste Utah 
Campaign Box 1563 Salt Lake 
City, UT 84110 or phone 
(801)532-4796. 



STUDY SAYS AFRICAN-TYPE 
DROUGHT COMING TO U. S. 

The Ethiopian drought is a forewarn- 
ing of widespread regional water crises 
in the 1990’s. Such are the conclusions 
of a report recently released by the 
Worldwatch Institute, a Washington- 
based resources think tank. 

Falling water tables, shrinking lakes 
and inland seas, and rivers that once 
flowed year round but now fade to dry 
beds after rainy seasons indicate a 
widespread overuse and mismanage- 
ment of water resources, according to 
the report. 

In the U. S., the study noted areas 
where excessive withdrawal of under- 
ground water supplies threaten its fu- 
ture availability. These areas include 
the Colorado River Basin, particularly 
the areas around Phoenix and Tucson; 
the Florida and Pacific coasts; the High 
Plains from Nebraska to Texas to Ok- 
lahoma; and much of California. 

The report cites statistics from the 
U. S. Geological Survey in which offi- 
cials estimate that the giant Ogallala 
Aquifer responsible for irrigating one- 
fifth of the nation’s cropland is now half- 
depleted under 2.2 million acres of 
Texas, New Mexico and Kansas. As a 
result, farmers in some areas have had 
to take land out of irrigation. After sev- 
eral decades of steady growth, the 
amount of irrigated land dropped 20 
percent in Texas, 18 percent in Ok- 
lahoma and 9 percent in New Mexico 
between 1978 and 1982. 

According to Sandra Postel, the 
study’s primary author, most officials 
continue to take a “frontier approach” 
to water issues, looking to dams and 
other multibillion-dollar diversion pro- 
jects as a solution, even though Con- 
gress has not approved a major new 
water project in eight years. 

“Few see the unfortunate irony in the 
situation,” said Postel. “While the gov- 
ernment pays farmers to idle rain-fed 
cropland in an effort to avoid price-de- 
pressing surpluses, farmers are 
exhausting a unique, underground 
water reserve to grow these same 
crops.” 

She cited figures from the Congres- 
sional Budget Office showing that 
American farmers irrigating their 
crops with water from federal projects 
are, on the average, paying less than 
one-fifth of the real cost of supplying 
the water. 

The study said that the potential for 
widespread droughts will continue until 
conservation wins the same acceptance 
as water supply technologies as a long- 
term strategy, instead of just a tempo- 
rary measure for dealing with emergen- 


NEMESIS NEWS NET 
NEEDS NEWS 

We would like to encourage readers 
to send any pertinent or otherwise in- 
teresting news items (from newspap- 
ers, magazines or whatever), to the 
Editor, Nemesis News Net, care of this 
journal. By the way, does anyone out 
there have regular access to the Fred- 
dies’ Daily News Digest ? We’ve found 
this to be an excellent news source in 
the past, especially since it gives the 
Agencies’ views on things which we 
might see a little differently. 



fiPff 1962. 500 EF!ers tell 6etty Oil to stay out of Wyoming's 

Little Granite Creek. 

exchanged. (3) Participation is in- 
creased. (4) The RRR is spiritually up- 
lifting. You realize that there are other 
people who feel the way you do, and 
you feel free to speak your mind. For 
me the RRR is the only chance I get 
to meet people I can stand being with. 

Absolutely. If you can stand being with 
a bunch of hot-blooded buckaroos (a 
non-genderic term) for three, four, or 
more days, you’ll walk off that moun- 
tain (out of that canyon ...) a whole lot 
stronger. What about those people who 
haven’t shown up for a while? One per- 
son said that the Rendezvous wasn’t 
long enough. “We didn’t want to bum 
all that gas and spend all the travel time 
for just a day-long meeting.” And for 
those who have been? One person in 
the East was concerned about the phys- 
ical “accessibility” of the site — she 
hadn’t done any “significant back-coun- 
try living” ... mostly in the “relatively 
benign Blue Ridge Mountains.” I know 
that’s going to raise some eyebrows, in- 
cluding my own (as I think about the 
time I hung by my fingertips from a 
Shenandoah cliff). Let me here squelch 
any growing rumors that the RRR is 
held in the Maze, on Cascade lava flows, 


by Marcy Willow 


In spite of what you may have heard, 
the three R’s do not spell out the sounds 
from behind Dave Foreman’s desk. 
They stand for Round River Rendez- 
vous — something, according to the 
mail I have received, we all wish to get 
to every year. But what is the RRR? 
Even those of us who have been to 
every one find it hard to describe with 
words. It’s something we just can’t 
miss, we’re drawn to it like monkeyw- 
renches to a magnet. Literally, the Re- 
ndezvous is Earth Firstl’s annual tribal 
gathering. There are as many purposes 
to it as there are Earth Firstlers, and 
there are those we share. From the let- 
ters: * to show solidarity and 
camaraderie * to discuss tactics and 
strategies * for personal interaction 
and communication * to see new coun- 
try As RRR committee member Bill 
puts it: It is extremely important that 
we have a national gathering of Earth 
Firstlers from all over the country . . . 
(1) We get to know one another. People 
mentioned in Earth First! are people, 
not just names. We are more inclined 
to help out in various campaigns if we 
know the people involved. (2) Ideas get 


or in front of bulldozers. (Though I 
know at least a few folks who wouldn’t 
mind the first two at all, and some not 
even the latter.) The Rendezvous is a 
regular pastoral. Another person who 
would like to attend and hasn’t: “My 
only conflict is my job. I continue to 
let it get in the way of important things 
...” The biggest, loudest reason of those 
who haven’t made it is: They don’t know 
about it soon enough. The mails are 
slow, they “make plans in December,” 
.... Okay, we hear you. The 1985 Round 
River Rendezvous will be in Colorado 
around the Fourth of July. About two- 
thirds of the folks from whom we’ve 
heard thus far are comfortable with the 
July 4th date. Others: “Working for the 
Freddies makes it hard to get away — 
it’s fire season.” And “On the 4th the 
canyon country is too hot and the moun- 
tains have too much snow and too many 
bugs.” Summer does seem to be the 
best, because most people have time off 
then. Would August be better? Okay, 
and where? The West seems to appeal 
to most. One Wisconsin comment: “I 
never want to see the Rendezvous east 
of the Rockies. It would be less mean- 
ingful. Except for maybe the Black 
Hills.” From Arizona: “Southwest 
somewhere.” A suggested solution to 
the matter of distance: make the Ren- 
dezvous longer — “because it’s a long 
drive for most.” Many EFlers do think 
the RRR should be longer — notions 
range from four days to one week. 
Within this length of time, they look 
forward to: A rally centered around an 
issue or series of issues, workshops 
dealing with deep ecology, tactics to 
use with/on the Freddies and others, 
other meetings, and guided trips. What 
is the RRR? It’s energy, excitement. 
It’s a band of truehearts in the wild 
country. A sky, a forest, a canyon you’ll 
never forget. There’s nothing like it. 
The 1985 Round River Rendezvous will 
find us somewhere in Colorado, some- 
time around the Fourth of July — so 
plan for that. We will give you more 
specific details in the next issue of 
Earth First!. In the meantime: * 
Should the RRR be four days or one 
week? * Should it be around the 4th of 
July or in August? * Where do you want 
the 1986 RRR? Send your answers to 
these questions to Earth First! RRR 
Committee, POB 3953, Eugene, OR 
97403. If you can help arrange a site 
for the 1985 RRR in Colorado, please 
contact us, too. Remember, rendezvous 
is from the Old French, meaning “pre- 
sent yourself.” See you in Colorado in 
July. 


photo or Gary Steele by Peggy Bond 

At their annual meeting, the Montana Wilderness Association presented Earth First! 
with their prestigious ‘‘Art Sedlack Award" for the occupation of Senator John Melcher's 
office in Missoula last summer (shown in the above photograph). The award, given 
annually, is named in honor of former Glacier National Park ranger Art Sedlack who 
shot an illegal, snowmobile in the Park. The "Art Sedlack Award” was also given to 
‘‘Deep Root" (see story in this issue). 
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CRIME IN THE HIDAKA MOUNTAINS: 
JAPAN’S GRIZZLY THREATENED 



by Rick Davis 

I spent July 27-29 in Japan’s north- 
ern island of Hokkaido (by far the wil- 
dest part of Japan), where I went to 
witness firsthand the wanton destruc- 
tion being perpetrated by industry and 
government in the spectacularly beauti- 
ful Hidaka Mountains. 

A day’s hike through this largest of 
Japan’s few remaining wilderness 
areas, as well as its greatest old growth 
forest, was enough to convince me that 
we must act now to save this posterity, 
and even more, for the species which 
live here. 

Parts of the area have already been 
destroyed by dam and road destruction. 
Even now, the dam construction con- 
tinues, and in the fall of 1984, construc- 
tion was to begin on the 75 km Trans- 
Hidaka Highway through national park 
and national forest land. 

Reasons given for the “necessity” of 
the construction are that there are not 
enough roads in Hokkaido, and that the 
distance between certain points will be 
shortened so that “we can use our val- 
uable time in more effective ways.” 


Also, “This road will be particularly 
useful in helping people to become close 
to the beautiful Hidaka Mountains 
through mountain climbing and such.” 
(!!) 

However, as the opposition groups 
show, the road will have little purpose 
except to bring money into the area 
during construction. Arguments for 
shorter driving distances are spurious 
because the winding mountain road will 
not be significantly shorter and it will 
be slower driving as well. Moreover, 
the fine layered rocks composing the 
mountains are particularly unsuited to 
road construction (we saw part of a road 
collapse while walking in the area). 
Heavy snows will close the road for all 
but three or four months out of the 
year. 

But most of all, the Hidaka Moun- 
tains are valuable as wilderness. As a 
largely unspoiled area, the mountains 
are the home of many plants and ani- 
mals, some of them found only here. 
The Hokkaido Brown Bear — the Griz 
of Japan — lives here. This species is 
in danger of extinction, with a mere 
1,500 left in all of Hokkaido. Ironically, 
the government is trying to kill off the 


CHIPKO HUGS TREES IN 


by Michael Pilarski 

How many Earth Firstlers are aware 
of the Chipko movement in India? The 
Chipko people are true sisters and 
brothers of the trees and forests who 
use non-violent Gandhian thought in ac- 
tion, putting their lives and bodies on 
the line in defense of the forests. 

The forests of the Himalayas have 
been vanishing fast during this century 
due to commercial logging and demand 
for firewood caused by an increasing 
rural population. The resulting defores- 
tation has led to increasingly destruc- 
tive floods in highland valleys and the 
plains below. 

The Indian government forest agen- 
cies are tainted with graft, corruption 
and inefficiency. The government has 
appropriated large tracts of forest land 
inhabited by tribal peoples, in many 
cases relocating tribes to small reserva- 
tions in the process. Forbidden to 
utilize forest resources and under cul- 
tural attack, tribes have seen young 
men leave the villages to seek work 
elsewhere. Both tribal hill peoples and 
Indian villagers view the government 
forest service with suspicion and hostil- 
ity. In Nagaland there have been actual 
clashes. 

The Chipko movement started in 
1973 in the Alakhnanda Valley, a remote 
mountain area of the Himalayas in 
Utter Pradesh state, when villagers de- 
termined to stop a corporate timber 
project in their watershed. In this and 
subsequent protests, villagers hugged 
the trees in front of the fellers, who 
were unable to axe the trees without 
injuring the tree huggers. For every 
hugger dragged away, another villager 
rushed forward to protect the trees. In 
some instances, resistance has lasted 


several days and nights. Women have 
been notably active and have formed 
women’s Chipko groups in many areas. 
As a result of the actions and con- 
sequent press coverage, the govern- 
ment was forced to investigate the 
forest situation in the Alakhnanda 
River watershed. The government 
placed a ten-year ban on all tree-cutting 
in an area of 450 square miles. 

The Chipko people have gone beyond 
protest, however. Between 1975 and 
1978, the Alakhnanda villagers planted 
over 100,000 trees, reforesting 1200 
acres, demonstrating what can be done 
by people working together, without 
government aid, to improve local condi- 
tions. 

The Chipko message has spread over 
much of the Himalayas, notably 
through the efforts of Sunderlal 
Bahuguna. Sunderlal is one of the most 
respected followers of Ghandi alive. 
Sunderlal spends much of his time on 
foot marches through the mountains 
carrying the Chipko message and ob- 
serving forest conditions. He is famed 
for his foot marches. In one journey 
alone he covered 4870 kilometres across 
the front range of the Himalayas in 300 
days. He also speaks for the Himalayan 
forests and villagers in international 
conferences. In a recent letter from 
Europe, Sunderlal mentions a series of 
marches in Switzerland, where 150 men 
and women, including some children, 
walked from October 6 to October 13, 
trying to move the hearts of Europeans 
to the plight of the forests. In much of 
Europe the forests are sick, even dying, 
from the effects of acid rain, with 80% 
of the trees affected in the German 
Alps. 

Walking across long stretches of 
mountainous country may be physically 
uncomfortable at times, but it is one of 
the things I most like to do. People walk 
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rest of them, since the bear is covered 
by the Harmful Animal Extermination 
Act. This area is also the exclusive 
home of the nakiusagi, a rare rabbit 
with a call. 

In addition, the Hidaka Mountains 
are extremely valuable for the scientific 
knowledge they offer. Both biologically 
and geologically, the mountains in their 
unspoiled state offer many clues to the 
relationships between Hokkaido and 
the Asian continent, as well as to the 
history of the island itself. Zoologists, 
entomologists and geologists all see 
great value in the mountains left as 
they are. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Write a letter to the Hokkaido De- 
velopment Agency demanding that 
Japan take responsibility for preserv- 
ing the Earth’s biological diversity, to 
save what’s left of the wilderness in 
Japan and to stop construction of the 
Trans-Hidaka Road. 

Write to: 

Hokkaido Development Agency 
100 Tokyo-to, Chiyoda-ku 
Kasumigaseki, 3-1-1 
Chuo Godo Chosha, 4 
Tokyo, JAPAN 


INDIA 

these days for peace, for muscular dys- 
trophy, against nukes, etc., etc... Why 
not walk for the forests? Forest walks. 
Walkabouts. Signs walking along the 
highways. Observant eyes and 
notebooks walking along logging roads 
and forest trails. If we would protect 
the forests we must walk in them to 
gain strength and nurturing from them. 

Sunderlal Bahuguna is scheduled to 
visit the West Coast of the U. S. in the 
summer of 1985. I hope a lot of Earth 
Firstlers will have a chance to meet 
him. For information on his itinerary, 
write to Children of the Green Earth, 
PO Box 200, Langley, WA 98260 (206) 
321-5291. 


TREE PLANTING TITHE ON 
PAPER AND WOOD PRODUCTS 

The Permaculture Institute of Au- 
stralia and the International Permacul- 
ture Association have announced that 
they are paying a voluntary tax on each 
publication into a tree planting fund. 
As a result of this tithe, over 5,000 
trees have been planted already. The 
Rainforest Information Centre in Au- 
stralia pays into a fund which plants a 
rainforest tree for every 200 sheets of 
paper it uses. In Portland, Oregon, the 
Greeting Seed Company is tithing a 
proportion of the wholesale price of 
their products into a tree planting fund. 
If you are willing to tax your own pub- 
lication or wood products for tree plan- 
ting projects, or if you can convince a 
manufacturer or newspaper to do 
likewise, please notify the Permacul- 
ture Institute; P O Box 96, Stanley, Tas- 
mania 7331, Australia. They will publish 
results periodically. 

Michael Pilarski 

Friends of the Trees Society 

P O Box 1064 

Tonasket, WA 98855 


(An airmail letter to Japan costs only 

40 cents 

Rick Davis is the Earth First! con- 
tact in Japan. 



GRIZZLY DLN (cont) 

The above ideas should be included 
in a new National Forest Management 
doctrine. We need to refine these ideas 
and others into such a doctrine and we 
need to begin pushing for it now. All 
of these ideas need our attention. Let’s 
stop treating the spreading cancer of 
Forest Service mismanagement with 
bandaids. Let’s get to the root of the 
problem and begin the therapy. Now. 

This article appeared in a slightly 
different form in a recent issue of 
Forest Planning Magazine. 

Howie Wolke is a guide mid outfitter 
in Jackson, Wyoming. He is the former 
Wyoming Representative for Friends of 
the Earth and a founder of Earth 
First!. He has spent the last decade 
working on National Forest issues in 
the Northern Rockies. 







NUCLEAR WASTE? NEIN, DANKE . . . 
German Countryfolk Take Direct Action 


by Tom Starr and Axel Han- 
nemann 

LUCHOW/WEST GERMANY 

Wendland — the “land-tumed- 
around” — lies fifty miles southeast of 
Hamburg. Here the Elbe River and a 
remnant of the primeval European 
forest interrupt the marshland 
monotony of the North German Plain. 

One of the Wendland villages along 
the Elbe River near the East German 
border is Gorleben. Gorleben is a Ger- 
man household word, far easier to pro- 
nounce than Atom- 

mulllagerundwiederaufbereitungsan- 
lange. The West German nuclear waste 
depot and reprocessing facility is in 
Gorleben. It’s now open for business. 

Thousands of local residents have voi- 
ced their opposition to the nuclear 
center over the past five years. They’ve 
petitioned, peaceably assembled, gone 
to court, demonstrated, sat-in and bloc- 
kaded to no avail. What does the future 
hold for these people ? 

“It’s five minutes to twelve,” said a 
local resident at a recent meeting. “The 
temporary storage depot is ready. The 
permanent storage facilities are under 
construction, and soon the first truck 
transport of nuclear waste is due to ar- 
rive. Something has to happen now!” 

Things are happening in the Wend- 
land. According to Herr Janike, Chief 
of Police in nearby Luchow, there have 
been more than twenty acts of arson 
and sabotage in the area during the 
past nine months. Vehicles and equip- 
ment belonging to construction com- 
panies taking part in the Gorleben pro- 
ject have been destroyed with property 
damage amounting to over three mil- 
lion marks. No suspects have been ap- 
prehended. 

This is highly significant for Gorle- 
ben, where the “Free Republic of Wend- 
land” has long been the symbol of non- 



The US Forest Service is an agency 
with a mission. Its mission, bold and 
independent, is routinely carried out in 
blatant disregard for both its own reg- 
ulations and federal law. The Forest 
Service operates as an independent en- 
tity, outside the realm of the American 
legal system, and outside the realm of 
ecological sanity. 

The mission of the Forest Service is 
to convert old growth timber to even- 
aged stands of fast growing pioneer 
species. Its mission is to reduce com- 
plex living ecosystems into manageable 
monocultural units, thereby simplify- 
ing natural food webs and gene pools, 
and therefore further reducing the nat- 
ural biological diversity of the bios- 
phere. In order to make room for their 
brave new world of computerized fores- 
try, the Freddies are currently inten- 
sifying their ongoing holy war against 
wilderness, which has lasted now for 
nearly four decades. 

The strange new world of the US 
Forest Service is a world of lawsuits 
and administrative appeals (the outlaw 
USFS loses most of them), and heated 
— often bitter — controversy. It is a 
world of Scoping Statements, EA’s, 
EIS’s, 10 year Forest Plans, 5 year 
Timber Plans, FOREPLAN (a com- 
puter model), Unit Plans, RARE I and 
II and III, and a maze of Congressional 
laws and agency regulations, all of 
which work in concert to create a tang- 
led web of massive bureaucracy too 
complex to understand for anyone who 
isn’t a full-time student of the agency. 
Simple common sense, woodsmanship, 


violent resistance to West German nu- 
clear waste disposal plans. The non-vio- 
lent concept of local citizen action 
groups has continually prevailed over 
the proposals of more radical groups 
coming to the construction site from 
Hamburg, Hannover or Berlin. 

Now some local residents are them- 
selves opting for more radical meas- 
ures. 

“When we had sit-ins in the trees,” 
claimed one local activist, “They sawed 
the trees out from underneath us.” It 
seems his feelings of moral superiority 
were no match for police power and he’s 
come to the conclusion that “It’s really 
more effective in the dark. Nobody 
notices anything and you can sneak 
away. The next morning people go — 
hey, something happened!” 

In spite of all the protest, the nuclear 
waste reprocessing facility in Gorleben 
is rapidly becoming reality. Final con- 
struction plans were approved by the 
government of Lower Saxony in late 
June. Three years ago at election time, 
Minister-President Albrecht had given 
a written promise to reject such plans. 
Gorleben opponents are now bitter. 

“Everyone is disappointed with the 
politicians,” a local farmhand 
explained. “Word is out that such 
people just aren’t honest. You can write 
them a letter and they’ll answer, claim- 
ing to understand your problem. Then 
they go ahead and do something else.” 
He’s thinking things over, and has 
noticed, “A lot of people don’t want to 
talk anymore. They say just to let’m 
know when something’s up so that they 
can join in. ” 

It’s not only the affinity groups of 
younger local residents that have be- 
come more radical. Blockades and mas- 
sive police actions have also had their 
effect on the elderly. 

“Recently the Gorleben Women’s 
Group talked about what to do when 
you get arrested,” commented a local 

THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 

and a dedication to the public and 
ecological good are not a part of the 
Forest Service of 1984. And either in 
spite of or because of this tangled mass 
of bureaucracy, the Forest Service mis- 
sion lumbers on, unscathed. 

It is not my purpose here to convince 
the general public that the Forest Ser- 
vice is the enemy. Rather, I’m directing 
this to those of you who know it. My 
point is that it is time for the environ- 
mental movement to drastically alter 
its traditional methods of dealing with 
the Forest Service. Lawsuits, appeals, 
and letter-writing campaigns are fine 
and likely always will be necessary. 
Along these lines, we really need ex- 
perts like Randal O’Toole of Forest 
Planning Magazine to translate and in- 
terpret the so-called Forest Service 
“Land Management Planning Process.” 
We also need courageous men and 
women to organize and carry out vari- 
ous acts of civil disobedience whenever 
the destruction of wild country and 
fragile ecosystems appears imminent. 

But all of these actions are defensive 
actions and merely serve to protect a 
few acres here and to delay or slightly 
reduce the destruction of a few acres 
there. Playing defense, particularly in 
the corporate/bureaucratic arena, is in- 
credibly draining on our time, money, 
creativity, and our ability to advocate 
positive changes and reforms. As long 
as the environmental movement’s pri- 
mary strategy is geared towards play- 
ing the game by the Forest Service’s 
rules, and simply fighting “brushfires” 
as they arise, the mission of the Forest 


grandmother. “And it was just like we 
used to talk about recipes and knitting 
three years ago.” Wondering what the 
experience could be like, she quipped, 
“Maybe I get a bonus because I’m so 
old.” 

Public opinion in the Wendland is di- 
vided. Proponents of the project' hope 
for more jobs and an economic upswing 
in the depressed region. They’d prefer 
sending the demonstrators “over there” 
— to East Germany — so that peace 
and quiet can return. 

Gorleben opponents have drawn 
tightly together since the impending 
atomic waste transports were an- 
nounced. 

“A call to torch a truck would have 
gotten me thrown out of a meeting last 
year,” one activist stated. “Now you 
just get a quiet smile. When a farmer 
tells me just not to get caught — well, 
I feel like a fish in water.” 

Chief of Police Janike sees thing dif- 
ferently. He considers these actions to 
be not only criminal acts but “non- 
sense,” as insurance companies reim- 
burse any damage to construction com- 
pany equipment. 

Is it all blind activism? Not according 
to another local resident: 

“We got a million dollars in property 
damage. It’s not inconsequential when 
one firm really gets hit, like I-Bau. 
They lost sixteen vehicles, two 
warehouses, and pulled out of the pro- 
ject. There will be more firms if it con- 
tinues like that. This is what they’re 
afraid of. They might be able to guard 
their equipment more closely, but they 
can’t police all the transport routes. 
Never.” 

A telephone call to I-Bau Construc- 
tion in Solteau drew a curt response 
from the firm’s business manager. He 
insisted the firm no longer be men- 
tioned in connection with the Gorleben 
project and then refused further com- 
ment. 


Service, although injured and at times 
slowed, will remain. We’ll continue to 
save some wildness and natural diver- 
sity, but not much. 

it is time to stop acquiescing to the 
dogma and politics of the present. In- 
stead, we must be visionary. Let us en- 
vision our National Forest system as it 
should be, as it should have become, 
and as it can become in the future. It 
is time for us to create and advocate 
an Ecocentric mandate for our National 
Forests. This must done in blatant dis- 
regard of existing laws, dogma, and 
“professionalism. ” Environmentalists 
must put together a completely new 
management doctrine for the US 
Forest Service, and we must dedicate 
ourselves to a long-term campaign so 
that someday our vision, or at least a 
large part of it, can become reality. The 
Forest Service, in its present form, can- 
not be reformed. A complete overhaul 
is necessary. 

Conservation groups should use their 
energy and limited financial resources 
to organize and carry out a massive and 
long-term campaign against the mis- 
sion of the Freddies. I am convinced 
that we can accomplish much if we aim 
high, and I am convinced that substan- 
tial grassroots political support can be 
attained once the American public is 
made aware of the daily atrocities oc- 
curring on their public lands. Let’s 
begin by advocating the repeal of the 
Multiple-Use/Sustained Yield Act, the 
National Forest Management Act, and 
the Forest Service Manual, and their 
replacement with a visionary and 
biocentric management doctrine. 
Here’s a general idea (the specifics need 
refining) of what we should be advocat- 
ing: 

* Enactment of ecologically complete 
National Forest Wilderness proposals, 
along with an extensive program to re- 
habilitate abused areas within these 
proposals (“Wilderness Recovery 
Areas”). As a goal, I think that about 
120 million acres of National Forest Wil- 
derness and 70 million acres of conser- 
vatively managed non-wilderness 
would be a good balance (although it 
certainly isn’t necessary for all groups 
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In a recent interview with the Ger- 
man magazine “Konkret,” young mem- 
bers of an affinity group “Jim Knopf 
und die wilde 13” — named after a 
popular children’s adventure series — 
announced disruptions of atomic waste 
transport routes. Activity is scheduled 
for “Tag X,” the day the first atomic 
waste is delivered to the temporary 
storage depot in Gorleben: 

“For us, ’Tag X’ doesn’t mean we 
have to stop the first transport. We 
know that when they’ve started up, we 
can stop any one transport. They may 
get a couple in, but not that next one. 
If the road is blocked or the railway 
tracks tom up in the night, they can’t 
be sure what’s underway will actually 
arrive. Then it’s not a storage depot 
anymore. It’s only a risk.” 

EPILOGUE 

Demonstrations and sabotage 
against the Gorleben project carried on 
through the summer and fall of 1984. 
Local police registered over a hundred 
cases of property damage, including 
more torchings and the destruction of 
railroad tracks. 

“Tag X” came on a Thursday in late 
October with undeclared marshal law 
in Lower Saxony. Riot police sealed off 
all access routes to the area, stopping 
potential protestors by letting the air 
out of their tires. Known leaders were 
put under house arrest for the day. Im- 
portant connections in the telephone- 
tree communications system simply 
went dead. An armed truck convoy 
thundered down the back roads near 
the East German border, stopping for 
nothing and no one, bringing in a load 
of medium-level radioactive waste. 

They got the first one in. Local ac- 
tivists are waiting for “that next one.” 

Tom Starr is the Pacific News Service 
irregular German correspondent. Axel 
Hannernann is on the staff at Radio 
Free Berlin. 


to endorse the same proposals). 

* A strong effort to restructure uni- 
versity forestry and resource curricula 
from corporate productionism to 
biocentrism. 

* Elimination of the Society of Amer- 
ican Foresters as the accrediting or- 
ganization for university forestry cur- 
ricula. 

* A 75% reduction in Forest Service 
staff and an elimination of Forest Ser- 
vice policy which transfers employees 
to new locations so often. 

* A requirement that all Freddies 
spend a minimum of 50% of their work 
time in the woods (with adjustments for 
bad weather, seasons, etc.). 

* A Congressional restatement of the 
Endangered Species Act, directed spec- 
ifically toward the Forest Service, in 
order to force compliance with both the 
letter and intent of this law. This Con- 
gressional restatement should include 
provisions for the reintroduction of all 
extirpated native wildlife. 

* No clearcutting. Selective logging 
only, except for seed tree and shelter- 
wood cuts of no larger than 5 acres. 

* No use of herbicides, insecticides, 
fungicides, etc. in the National Forests. 

* No logging within 200 feet of ripa- 
rian vegetation. 

* Return of natural wildfire to its nat- 
ural role in forest ecosystems. 

* No large, corporate mills buying 
National Forest timber (a size limit). 
Small, locally-owned mills only. A de- 
centralized, labor-intensive timber eco- 
nomy. 

* No deficit timber sales. 

* Purchase preference to horse log- 
ging and winter (in snow country) log- 
ging. 

* A maximum right-of-way of 20 feet 
for forest roads; rehabilitation of exist- 
ing roads that are in excess of this limit. 

* Elimination of timber mining on 
private and corporate forestlands. 
Strict controls and mandated sustained 
yield forestry is needed here. 

* An ambitious federal program to 
encourage the large scale recycling of 
paper and wood products. 

continued on page !0 
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EARTH FHtST! JOURNAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & 
TRINKETS 
Earth First! 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

LOCAL GROUP 
COORDINATION 
Marcy Willow 
Oregon Earth First! 

POB 3953 
Eugene, OR 97403 

EARTH FIRST! 
FOUNDATION 
POB 6206 

Sante Fe, NM 87501 

MIDDLE S ANTI AM 
BLOCKADE HQ 
824 SW 10th St. 

Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503)754-9151 or 
753-8725 

Earth First! Rainforest 
Randy Hayes 

c/o 1045 Sansome St 
San Francisco, CA 04111 
(415)433-7373 or 771-8012 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

612 Kyoto-shi, Fushimi-ku 
Fukakusa, Sanoyashiki-cho, 
21-1 

Thnaka-kata 
Kyoto, JAPAN 
(075) 643-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 31 Munda 
Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Juneau — R. Famell 

POB 1 756 
Juneau, AK 99802 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602)882-0830 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata - Bill Devall 

POB 21 

Areata, CA 95521 
(707)822-8136 

Bakersfield — Jay Skiles 

205 Universe *A 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(805)327-1711 

Berkeley - Karen Pickett 

POB 83 Canyon, CA 94516 
(4 1 5 )548-2220( Ecology Center) 
376-7329 H 

Cayucos — Tom Banks 
81 9th 

Cayucos, CA 93430 

Chico — Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico, CA 95927 
(916)342-3078 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 
SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno, CA 93704 

Julian — John C. Wilburn 

POB 563 
Julian, CA 92036 

Los Angeles — Peter Bowler 

560 St Anns 

Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

Or June!! Lundgren-Dolan 

22410 Old Elsinore 
Cerris. CA 92370 
(714)943-1451 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415)456-7433 

Monterey — Keith Vandevere 
867 Lottie Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(408) 646-9541 

San Diego — Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Leucadia, CA 92024 
(619)436-3927 

San Francisco — Greg Dubs 
968 Page Street No. 6 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 864-3260 

Turlock - 
Don Presley 

POB 1300 
Turlock, CA 95381 
(209) 634-8741 

Ukiah — Tom Forest 

POB 204 

Calpella, CA 95418 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th *K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

OR 

Jeremy Kaplan 

2439 10th St. 

Boulder, CO 80302 
(303) 449-3357 


GRASSROOTS EARTH FIRST! - 
AN ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION 
The grassroots structure of Earth First! is partly that of 
a movement and partly that of a specific organization. 
It ranges from active, functioning Earth First! groups 
covering an entire state or region (such as New Mexico 
EF!, Florida EF!, San Francisco Bay Area EF! or Missoula 
EF!) to more or less affiliated groups (such as the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association, Western Colorado 
State College Whitewater Club or Appalachian Survival). 
Some of these groups put out their own newsletters or 
regular mailings, some have meetings, all do things. There 
are also a number of areas where there is not an actual 
EF! group but where there is a local contact for EF!. 
There are others that fall somewhere in between. If you 
want to become locally active with Earth First!, contact 
the person listed for your area (this listing makes no 
effort at division of actual groups and contacts). If no one 
is listed for your area, and you would like to be a local 
contact or have a local EF! group listed, please send your 
name, address and phone number to Earth First! 


Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850 Laporte *B9 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 


Golden — Forest 
16815 W. 10th Avenue 
Golden, CO 80401 
(303) 278-2097 

Gunnison — Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison, CO 81230 
(303)641-2829 

Telluride — Art Good times 

Box 1008 

Telluride, CO 81435 
(303) 728-4301 

CONNECTICUT 
Nina Churchman 

Yale Divinity School 
409 Prospect Street 
New Haven, CT 06510 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA 
Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

OR 

Lee Few 

7610 Glenolden PI 
Manassas, VA 2221 1 
(703)361-2239 

FLORDIA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 85th Ct 
Gainesville, FL .‘$608 
(904)495-9203 

HAWAII 

Kamahine 

POB 718 

Honolulu, III 96808 
(808) 531-0375 

IDAHO 

Boise — Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Ketch um — CW Pomeroy 

Box 1765 

Ketchum, ID 83340 

Southeast — Rod Adams 
87 Loueila 
Blackfoot, ID 83221 
(208)785-2182 


MICHIGAN 
Jeffrey Joel 
POB 8604 

Ann Arbor, MI 48107 
(313)996-8048 

MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 

1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

MONTANA 

Billings — Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 

Missoula - Barb Steele 
Rt 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(406) 745-3212 

OR 

Rose Zechman 

POB 622 

Milltown, MT 59851 
(406)258-6014 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

2928 N 83rd *234 
Omaha, NE 68134 
(402) 571-5629 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bill Chamberlin 

RR 1, Box 225 
Alstead Center, NH 03602 
NEW JERSEY 
Stacey Washko 
91 Jones Ave 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
(201)249-5223 

NEW MEXICO 
Roy Durfee 

POB 40219 

Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 266-0464 

OR 

Allison Brody 

707 '-A 12th NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 243-0427 

Santa Fe — Rue Christie 
POB 6206 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 


OREGON 

Corvallis — Cecelia Ostrow 
824 SW 10th St 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 754-9151 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 
POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 
(503) 432-2165 


Eugene — Isabel Archer 
POB 3953 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 686-4356 

Grants Pass - 
Steve Marsden 

POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 
(503) 474-0259 
Portland — Melinda Lee 
Rt 3 Box 157 A 
Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewisburg - David Hafer 

POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

TENNESSEE 
Gordon M. Burghardt 

Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
(615) 974-3300 

TEXAS 

Austin — David Orr 
2610 Rio Grande 
Austin, TX 78705 

Dallas/ Ft. Worth — 

Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln *201 
Garland, TX 75041 

Gatlin Mitchell 

1730 6th Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76110 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Box 348 

Escalante, UT 84726 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 841 26 
(801)355-2154 

VERMONT 

Burlington Environmental 
Alliance 

POB 9233 

South Burlington, VT 05401 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1 , Box 54 A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON 
Larry Monroe 

13747 Ashworth Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98133 

Shelton — Mel Winge 

3000 Johns Prairie Road No. 14 
Shelton, WA 98584 


ILLINOIS 

Earth First! Chicago 
240 Dover Circle 
Lincolnshire Woods 
Lake Forrest, IL 60045 
(312) 295-2771 

KANSAS 
Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

LOUISIANA 
Stephen Duplantier 
POB 512 

Abita Springs, LA 70420 


NEW YORK 

Buffalo — Alternative Press 

56 Harriman Hall 

SUNY 

Buffalo, NY 14214 
(716) 831-2412 

Rochester — Gary Bennett 

127 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14607 
(716)461-079 7 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville — Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 


MAINE 
Gary Lawless 
Box 687 

South Harpswell, ME 04079 


OHIO 

Kevin Everhart 

Antioch College 
Student Mail Room 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 


MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301)367-8855 


OKLAHOMA 
Forrest L. Johnson 

14012 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
(405)364-3555 or 325-5513 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Elfin Permaculture 
POB 202 

Orange, MA 10364 
(617) 544-7810 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Ashland — SAGE 
c/o Beth Shandies 
Northland College 
Ashland, W1 54806 
(715)682-453 ext 492 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 
1109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt, WI 54481 
(715)344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715) 344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608)241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 

Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715)324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

113 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 
(414)625-3816 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Laramie — Kic Hoogestradt 

Box 4006 University Station 
Laramie, WY 82071 
(307> 766-3097 
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LOCAL GROUP 

Although Earth First! is more 
of a movement than a formal 
organization and all Earth First! 
local, state or regional groups are 
independent, there is still a need 
for some central coordination and 
communication. Marcy Willow, 
Associate Editor of Earth First!, 
is offering to serve that clearing- 
house function. She will be in 


COORDINATION 

charge of updating the Earth 
First! Directory page and all ad- 
dress changes and new contacts 
should be sent to Marcy. She will 
send out periodic memos to local 
contacts with suggestions for or- 
ganizing and action. Reports for 
publication in Earth First! on 
activities of local EF! groups 
should also be sent to Marcy 


instead of directly to the news- 
paper. Contact Marcy at: Oregon 
Earth First! POB 3953, Eugene, 
OR 97403 (503) 343-2048. Re- 
quests for additional copies of 
Earth First! to distribute or for 
wholesale orders of EF! T-shirts, 
hats, bumperstickers, etc., for 
local EF! groups to sell should 
still be sent to Nancy Morton c/o 
the Earth First! newspaper. 


PROFESSIONALISM 

HUBER: 

(cont) 


concrete and steel ' wasteland of 
Washington, DC. 

Far better, at least in the short term, 
than renting an office in DC would be 
the enlisting of some of EF.’"s excellent 
writers into the role of “Washington 
Correspondent.” Surely at least some 
of the folks who write for Earth First! 
could come out here on some sort of 
rotation, maybe for two weeks to a 
month at a time, use the resources of 
the place and interact meaningfully 
with the goons in the Forest Service, 
etc., before going back home again. 

While this is admittedly a stop-gap 
measure, it would accomplish several 
things: 

* Some dedicated, enthusiastic 
people would get to experience the 
very heart of the beast itself, giving 
more grassroots activists the chance to 
meet the “upper echelon” of the Forest 
Service, BLM and other agencies face 
to face, without requiring EF! activists 
to stay here and risk the homogenizing 
effect of the institutional soup of perma- 
nent staffdom. 

* It would give the bureaucrats, both 
high and low level, a chance to meet 
real ecologists as opposed to careerists 
who are often subjects of scorn to con- 
gressional staffers, national columnists 
and the great mass of federal employ- 
ees. Folks that communicate well and 
have actually stopped bulldozers and 
gone to jail over their principles stand 
a greater chance of getting through to 
those people than the ecology profes- 
sionals whose most radical act may have 
been to sign a petition. 

* People who have been involved in 
direct action are unafraid to picket or 
otherwise bring the message to the 
tens of thousands of tourists, lawyers 
and- bureaucrats who frequent the 
monuments, museums, and other cul- 
tural and artistic areas of Washington, 
DC. Often, it seems, the career en- 
vironmentalists have “too much dig- 
nity” to do such acts, fearing a loss of 
“face” among their button-down col- 
leagues. Rather than merely reciting 
“issues” and statistics to the sometimes 
hostile onlookers, a grassrooter can be 
specific, telling the crowds tales of ac- 
tual places and actual confrontations, 
making environmental issues real to 
the listeners. 

* The incredible information re- 
sources of the Library of Congress and 
hundreds of other very good libraries 
are all available to the public here. At 
the Library of Congress, for example, 
you can obtain free daily updates of con- 
gressional activities down to the sub- 
committee level, General Accounting 
Office reports on each and every federal 
agencies’ activities, finances and plans, 
and lots more: Ever have a problem try- 
ing to find that hard-to-obtain book or 
magazine? You can bet the Library of 
Congress has it and while you can’t 
check books out of the buildings, there 
are many copying machines available. 

* Every interest group on earth 
seems to have a Washington office. Just 
look in the DC phone book under “na- 
tional” and be amazed by the sheer 
number and variety of groups listed. 

* Every major newspaper on the 
planet has an office here, either in the 
National Press Building or nearby. An 
informed Earth First !er could issue 
press releases to nearly every news- 
paper on earth and at. least some of 
them would get printed. ■ . 

With the Great Eradicator being re- 
elected, there’s little time to lose. While 
taking time to bring the Washington 
conservationists back to the wilder- 
ness, let’s also bring the wilderness to 
Washington. If local EF! contacts can’t 
put you up, there are excellent mission 
beds available at the 1000 bed Commu- 
nity for Creative Non-violence mission 
a mere two blocks from the Capitol. For 
more information concerning places to 
stay and where to go in DC, write me 
and I’ll be glad to help any way I can. 

— Ron Hubei- 
2800 Cheverly Ave 
Cheverly, MD 20785 
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GRIZZLY GROWERS FORM 


by Gary Lawless 

I would like to respond to the piece 
by Don Schwarzenegger on grazing and 
public lands. Don says, “The problem 
doesn’t seem amenable to monkey- 
wrenching or direct action.” I would 
like to propose the creation of various 
grazing associations, and have initiated 
the first of these, the “National Grizzly 
Growers Association.” We seek to re- 
place the myth of the cowboy with the 
beautiful truth of Bear. 

We are tired of hearing the sheep 
growers complain that their sheep, 
grazing on public lands, have been 
harassed by hungry bears. We are dis- 
turbed by predator control measures 
which do away with these bears, as well 
as many other species. We hope to be- 
come competitive bidders on the public 
lands, turning them from cattle grazing 
to grizzly grazing. 

In addition to establishing local 
Grizzly chapters, we hope to encourage 
the growth of related associations. Pre- 
dator control efforts for cattle grazing 
on public lands, paid for with our tax 
dollars, have eliminated many coyotes, 
bobcats, lynx, wolves, bears, lions, 
grasshoppers, rabbits, feral horses, 
pine, juniper, etc., etc. We hope to see 
growers organizations for all of these 
species. Imagine a coyote grower com- 
plaining to the Freddies about errant 
sheep wandering onto his grazing 
leases! We hope to tear down fences, 
erase hoof prints, and restore the nat- 
ural grazers and predators, thus heal- 
ing the land itself and making each 
piece of leased public land actually 
worth more, without costing the tax- 
payer money, as is the case now. 


We intend to collect membership fees 
and donations. As presently en- 
visioned, a $20 membership will bring 
a copy of Sacred Cows at the Public 
Trough, as well as an investment to- 
ward future lease payments. A $25 do- 
nation will also get the donor a T-shirt. 
Each member will ultimately receive 
maps of leased lands to visit (we will 
obviously need grizzly herders). The 
money we collect will be used for three 
basic purposes: 

1. Education. We hope to get people 
to read Sacred Cows, and to make the 
public more aware of the scandalous 
way in which public lands are currently 
being leased-scandalous from both an 
economic and ecological standpoint. 

2. Funding of efforts to re-shape Fed- 
eral leasing legislation, tax legislation, 
etc. (Congressional action on this is due 
in 1985, and we need to be involved ). 

3. The creation of a cash pool to be 
used for actual lease payments. 

We mean it! The BLM and Forest 
Service currently have some 36,000 per- 
mit holders. Let’s lease some of that 
land and raise the natural inhabitants 
of that particular place. Look at leasing 
as an investment in the healing of the 
planet. Let’s replace the myth of the 
cowboy with the beautiful truth of the 
Grizzly. 

Gary Lawless 

Box 687 

South Harpswell, Maine 04079 

Field Reps for the National Grizzly 
Growers: 

Jasper Carlton Box 2607 Kalispell, 
MT 59901 

David Thodal RR1, Box 24 Troy, ID 
83871 


BIGHORN 

BASIN 

ETHITY YUGALA is the Native 
American name of my home, Wyoming’s 
treasured Big Horn Basin. It was once 
brimming with fish and game. It held 
TEL-YA KI-Y, the mineral hot springs 
whose water was revered for curing ill- 
ness. We are surrounded by mountains: 
to the northeast, the Pryor Mountains; 
to the northwest, the Beartooth Moun- 
tains; to the west and southwest, the 
Absaroka Range; to the south, the 
Wind River Range; to the east, the Big 
Horn Mountains. 

A party of Arapahoes was persuaded 
to show Ethity Yugala to William F. 
Cody. By 1900, trains of Mormons were 
here to settle. My Mormon great- 
grandparents homesteaded along the 
Shoshone River, five miles from my pre- 
sent home. I love it here with all my 
heart, content to live a very simple life 
in return for enjoying the expanse of 
beautiful blue sky above, with its ever- 
changing weather patterns, and to 
enjoy the remnants of cold desert-bad- 
lands. The land is now dominated by 
oil and gas fields, human domiciles, and 
farmland. Deer and pheasant thrive on 
farmland once hunted widely, and 
though greatly diminished, many other 
wild animals still make their homes 
here. 

I am very thankful for the founding 
of the Earth First! movement. Not long 
after it came into my life I have found 
opportunity to act on its behalf in my 
“back yard.” A tiny portion of Ethity 
Yugala — 1.1% of the Basin’s cold de- 
sert-badlands — has been under study 
by the BLM this year for possible wil- 
derness designation. Actually, there 
are four wilderness study areas: Bobcat 
Draw Badlands, Sheep Mountain, Red 
Butte, and McCullough Peaks. The 
BLM has recommended the “No Wil- 
derness” alternative for all four areas. 

Would each of you please take time 
to write a postcard to the BLM showing 
support for wilderness designation for 
these areas? The address is: Chester 
E. Conard, District Manager, Worland 
District Office, Bureau of Land Man- 
agement, P 0 Box 119, Worland, Wyom- 
ing 82401. Thank you. 

— Wyoming 


SPIRITS OF 

by Peggy Bond 

It was Hallowe’en night. Most of the 
spooks and spirits had collected their 
stashes and returned home. I was walk- 
ing my dog along the deserted streets 
when he began barking. I looked 
around and could see no one; still he 
continued his alert. 

Minutes later, after I had quieted 
him, I could faintly hear voices: 

“Just another week!” 

“Yeah, but I don’t know if I can last. 
I’ve been knocked down six times al- 
ready!” 

Who was talking? Lights were out in 
all the surrounding homes. 

“What do you know about your candi- 
date?” 

“Not much.” 

“Yesterday, when they pounded me 
back in, I heard someone say he’d love 
to take you down because your candi- 
date thinks there is too much wilder- 
ness and that the Forest Service really 
does protect forests.” 

Could it be that I was hearing the 
spirits of trees cut down for political 
yard signs ? 

“Do you mean someone cut me down 
so I’d be made into a yard sign for a 
pro-development candidate? The gall!” 

Not believing my ears, I continued 
slowly along the street cluttered with 
these visually polluting political cam- 
paign signs. After a couple of blocks, 
my dog suddenly crouched, covered his 
ears, and began to whine. I could hear 
loud moans and wails. 

“I don’t believe it!” 

“How could he!” 

“To think that I gave my life that he 
might be elected! He wants to cut all 
of us down!” 

“Now, let’s calm down. My candi- 
date’s a good conservationist, but still 
I had to be killed for her campaign. Is 
she really any different? These cam- 
paigns are foolish. Hundreds of us trees 
are used to make yard signs that don’t 
even look good, and to make brochures 
that don’t even get read. How impor- 
tant is it all?” 

“Four years ago two local candidates 
made a pact not to use yard signs.” 

“Yes, my candidate asks her oppo- 
nents to make the same pact each elec- 
tion. So far no one will agree, so here 
I am breathing automobile exhaust and 
serving as a latrine for the local 
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canines. It’s a shame! With each elec- 
tion the cost of victory or loss becomes 
higher. I don’t mean just the trees, 
either. Once a state legislator could be 
elected by going door-to-door and per- 
sonally meeting all his constituents. 
This year, many candidates went door- 
to-door, printed expensive brochures, 
did television and radio ads, made yard 
signs, and bought advertising space in 
the newspapers. What next?” 

“Do we have any rights? I heard 
someone saying my candidate fights for 
the rights of minorities.” 


“Yeah, mine’s supposed to represent 
special interest groups.” 

“Who represents us?” 

“Where is our candidate?” 

“I’ve heard of a group of people who 
are fighting logging. They block roads 
to stop the trucks and bulldozers. But 
most Americans think they are crazy.” 

“I don’t think they are!” 

Sounds of approval echoed up and 
down the street. 

“I know these people sound great to 
us, but even if one of them were to run 
for office very few people would vote 
for them. They’re called fanatics. I don’t 
think there’s much hope for the trees.” 

“Last year just before I was cut 
down, I heard a little boy telling his 
father that since we trees didn’t want 
to be cut down, we should wear signs 
saying ’PLEASE, DON’T CUT ME!’ 
Everything seems so hopeless.” 

“I’ve got an idea. Let’s protest by fal- 
ling over. Maybe then they’ll get tired 
of pounding us back into the ground and 
decide we’re not worth the trouble. 
Maybe next election they won’t even 
•make yard signs.” 

“I doubt it. A protest will only force 
them to use more wood to make us 
stronger. I don’t think there’s a solu- 
tion.” 

The silence of defeat settled over the 
street. As I walked my dog home, these 
cries echoed in my ears. Is there a sol- 
ution? U.S. campaign laws need revi- 
sion. It is ludicrous that most candi- 
dates must spend far more on their 
campaigns than the salary for the of- 
fice. The individual can do little to 
change this situation. 

However, we can do a few simple 
things. Both Republicans and Democ- 
rats have local organizations that help 
their candidates. We can work with 
these groups to establish a moratorium 
on yard signs, and, if that fails, begin 
programs with each party for making 
permanent sign frames that can be 
used, stored, and reused. Also we can 
suggest to candidates, especially the 
conservation-oriented ones, that they 
use recycled paper for printing their 
campaign literature. 

Let’s try. Every permanent sign or 
recycled piece of paper helps keep the 
trees in the forest and every new per- 
son we get involved in these projects 
will be helping to put Earth First! 

Peggy Lucas Bond lives in Montana 
where she is a freelance photographer 
and writer. She is a regular stringer 
for The New York Times and a frequent 
contributor to Earth First!. 
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LETTER FROM THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


by John Seed 

Last year we reported on the heroic 
efforts of the Koroga tribe in the Sol- 
omon Islands (off New Guinea in the 
South Pacific) when they marched 
through the night and burned a 
Lever's logging camp to the ground. 
The huge multi-national corporation 
(Lever’s Brothers) was devastating 
the rainforest belonging to the 
Korogas under a permit granted by 
the British colonialists before the Sol- 
omons became independent. Seven 
members of the Koroga tribe were ar- 
rested for the action and were sent to 
prison. John Seed, who visited the 
Solomons this summer, gives us an 
update from the home of Job Dudley 
Tausinga, Premier of the Western Pro- 
vince of the Solomons. 

Sitting up in the house on the hill, 
Job and Ruth’s place, the Premier’s 
house at Gizo, largest town and ad- 
ministrative capital of the Western Pro- 
vince, Solomon Islands. Rainy Satur- 
day morning. 

Arrived yesterday after a few days 
in Honiara and now have all my papers 
spread about me and feeling at home. 
Job’s still in Honiara till this afternoon, 
but I’ve been talking to Ruth and spent 
last night raving with brother Vincent 
till the early morning. 

Ruth, Job’s wife, told me this story 
this morning which I thought you might 
want to include in Earth First! to up- 
date the Enogai storv (see EF! March 
20, 1984): 


“The seven men ivho had been put 
into prison for their pari in the Enogai 
incident were released after serving U 
months of their two year sentence. 
When the boat they were on arrived 
back at Munda ( the closest large toum, 
two hours by canoe from their home), 
all the big chiefs came from. Paradise 
and other villages in i) big canoes and 
waited for them at Munda wharf. When 
they got off the boat., they marched in 
two files through the streets of Munda 
with the seven men in the middle, flags 
flying at both ends. The men were 
heroes — they had been fighting for 
their land. All the townsfolk just stood 
and watched, astonished. Then they 
took them back to Paradise where there 
was a big feast — we killed four cmvs 
— and each of the men's families were 
given about $60." 

She also told me the story of when 
an officer for Lever’s Pacific Timbers 
came to see Job as Premier to talk to 
him about Simon Natu and his tribe 
who were refusing permission and 
warning of an “incident” if Lever’s 
crossed the Hepa River (in spite of the 
fact that Lever’s had “legal” right to 
log there). Job responded by present- 
ing him with one of the Solomon Islands 
Rainforest Infoi-mation Centre’s t- 
shirts (“Stop the killing — Save our 
Trees”) which he wore back to Rigi 
Cove. 

Apparently Job is also in the habit 
of wearing this t-shirt in his office when 
he is being courted by Weyerhauser and 
assorted scumbags. 


NEW RAINFOREST CONTACT 
FOR EARTH FIRST! 


Randy Hayes has agreed to work as 
our rainforest contact. Randy, known 
to some of us as Hurricane, is an or- 
ganizer and filmmaker who also works 
with Friends of the Earth International 
and Four Comers Films. He and his 
film partners produced The Cracking 
of Glen Canyon Damn: With Edward 
Abbey and Earth First! as well as THE 
FOUR CORNERS ; A National Sac- 
rifice Area?. He has worked with na- 
tive people throughout the world and 
is just completing an international 
guide to support groups for Indigenous 
Peoples. He is also a consultant to the 
International Project for Soft Energy 
Projects on their Third World Alterna- 
tive Energy planning project. 

For the final performance of our 1984 
Road Show, Randy organized a benefit 
for the Rainforest Infoi-mation Centre 
which featured Gary Snyder, John Seed 
and Dave Foreman as speakers. He 
helped to organize the Earth First! 
Burger King demonstration and press 
conference in San Francisco where rep- 
resentatives for the International In- 
dian Treaty Council, Friends of the 
Earth, and Earth First! met with the 


press. 

We asked Randy what he hoped to 
do on rainforest issues. “I want to work 
closely with John Seed in Australia on 
all coordinated rainforest campaigns. 
But, the main focus of our action needs 
to be on Central American rainforests. 
I want us to improve the public accoun- 
tability of corporations. Few people live 
as intensely as some one like John Muir 
or express themselves as eloquently. If 
EF! can do for the Central American 
rainforests what Muir did for the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains or what David 
Brower did for the Grand Canyon, then 
we can stand proud of the legacy to our 
children. I believe something can be 
done to turn this around. I believe in 
grassroots citizen action. So, Earth 
First !ers should know that I’m here to 
work with them. I’ll need a lot of help. 
Collectively we will make a difference.” 

Inquiries, ideas and offers of help 
should be directed to: 

Randy Hayes 

c/o People of the Earth Directory 
1045 Sansome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415)433-7373 


LETTERS 

(cont) 

Dear Earth First! 

I’m writing to nominate the Leaf 
Blower for the “Great All-American 
Garden Tool Award.” Perhaps some of 
you haven’t heard about this contest? 
Well, I think it’s sponsored by Exxon, 
Winnebago, Coors and Tupperware 
(could be Mobil, Six-Pac, Coors and 
Preparation- H, I get ’em all mixed up). 
Anyway, you’re supposed to nominate 
a garden tool and give reasons why you 
think it’s eligible for all-American 
status. I’ve nominated the Leaf Blower 
and here are my reasons: 

1. The damn thing makes a lot of 
noise. 

2. It uses gasoline, a non-renewable 
energy source. 

3. It shifts the problem to your neigh- 
bor’s yard. 

What could be more American ? 

— Bari Boyer 
San Diego 


Dear EF! 

Believe it or not, the Reagan Admin- 
istration may yet become the best thing 
that has happened to the environment 
in the last decade. The reason for this 
lies in the recently proposed tax reform 
which contains a cap on the amount of 
mortgage interest that can be de- 
ducted. If enacted, this reform should 
go a long way toward deflating the real 
estate boom which is turning vast areas 
of remaining wilderness into superflu- 
ous condos, write-off ranches for range 
slugs, and other dubious “develop- 
ments.” 

Here in Florida, hot-shot developers, 
leveraged to the gills, are turning the 
coasts into wall-to-wall highrise condos, 
farmlands into townhouses, and re- 
maining urban green space into fast 
food stores and mini-malls. Overbuild- 
ing and high vacancy rates are an open 
secret but the cutting and gouging con- 
tinues. The problem is not limited to 
Florida — both rural and urban areas 
throughout the country are under siege 
from would-be tycoons trying to get 
rich with “nothing down” (and a lot of 
help from the taxpayers). 
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SOLOMON PREMIER TELLS 
LOGGERS WHERE TO GO 


We have reported before on the val- 
iant efforts of the tribal people of the 
Solomon Islands to protect their rain- 
forests from the depredations of the 
multi-national timber companies, 
particularly Lever Brothers (Lever’s 
Pacific Timbers Limited). The follow- 
ing is a letter sent this summer from 
Premier Job Dudley Tausinga to 
Lever’s. 

General Manager 

Lever’s Pacific Timbers Limited 
RINGI COVE 

Dear Sir 

Your letter dated 1984 May 29 refers. 

Lever’s policy has always been con- 
temptuous to say the least. Your letter 
in addition is conceited to say the least. 
You are an imbecile to suggest that a 
letter by your solicitor explains the 
legal position. It does nothing more 
than perpetuate the corrupt forms and 
practices used by Lever’s to manipulate 
Governments who fail to do their duty 
and lesser people. 

Your second paragraph is a gem of 
pedantic verbage. 

We hold you and your legal interpre- 
tation in utter contempt. We have no 
need of you, never have and never will. 

Lever’s Pacific Timbers Limited 
should take note and mark well that: 


Lupa Land is customary land. 

We who own Lupa Land did not and 
never will sign any agreement with 
LPT to extract logs from Lupa Land. 

The 1979 NNGTC Act [North New 
Georgia Timber Corporation) is in ac- 
tual fact illegal in that not all parties 
were in agreement. 

Any attempts by us or others of de- 
fiance against your unjust, oppressive 
and illegal activities will not be re- 
garded as an infringement or breach of 
the peace or rule of law, but as retalia- 
tion against your violation of our pri- 
vacy and our rights and absolute inten- 
tion to protect our customary land. 

In this matter it is not and never has 
been your perogative to welcome sug- 
gestions. You are required forthwith to 
abandon any intention or claim to a pre- 
sence on Lupa Land and to notify us 
in writing of that intention. 

yours faithfully 

J.D. Tausinga 

Job Dudley Tausinga is the newly 
elected Premier of the Solomon Islands 
Western Province, founder of the coun- 
try’s first, conservation organization, 
the Rainforest Information Centre, and 
the Solomon Islands contact for Earth 
First!. 


STOP 


SAVE 

OUR 

TREE 



PREMIER JOB DUDLEY TAUS INGA'S T-SHIRT 


Needless to say, the real estate lobby 
is already yelping about losing the in- 
terest tax break and unless counter- 
pressure develops, this reform will be 
quickly strangled. Get in touch with 
your Senators and Representatives 
now and tell them how much you like 
the idea of limiting mortgage interest 
deductions. Let’s de-fund the exploit- 
ers and get the real estate industry off 
the Federal dole! 

— Wills Flowers 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Dear Earth, First! 

After hearing Dave Foreman speak 
at the University of California in Irvine 
tonight, I think I’ve finally received the 
impetus to get off my ass and become 
“environmentally conscious.” The next 
step is to become an activist. I promise 
to move on this immediately — starting 
by at least attending some Sierra Club 
Conservation Committee meetings (it’s 
a start at least). 

— Costa Mesa, CA 

Dear Rowdies and Hell Raisers 
It is with profound regret that I send 
in my $15 check to you to start up my 
subscription to your low-rent, unprofes- 
sional, unorganized, anarchistic organi- 
zation. I have been traveling for the 
past months and have truly missed the 
only newspaper that I read all of. But 
I am happy to announce that I have fi- 
nally made the transition from the city 
to the country and am in the midst of 
building my own house in the woods. 
Your newspaper has always been a pow- 
erful inspiration, as well as the only 
true voice for the environmental move- 
ment. It also makes me laugh — 
another rarity in the environmental 
movement. 

— Georgia 


Dear EF! 

From what I know of the Grand Ca- 
nyon’s north side, “Canyon Lizard” 
(whose letter appears in the 
Lughnasadh edition) is right to be 
alarmed. The only virgin stands the 
Freddies plan to leave are those grow- 
ing right near the road that goes from 
Jacob Lake to the North Rim — and 
those are left to fool the tourists into 
thinking the forest is well managed. 
Everywhere else the skid trails are re- 
producing like rabbits into one of the 
most beautiful forests in the South- 
west. Mr. Lizard is correct both as to 
his assessment of the district asshole 
(oops — ranger) and to the marginal 
nature of those beautiful western 
points. Letters opposing cutting the 
pines overlooking the Grand Canyon 
should be sent to North Kaibab Ranger 
District POB 248 Fredonia, AZ 86022. 

— The Zopilote 

Dear Earth First! 

We all know about the ridiculous plan 
to pave the “Burr- Trail” in southern 
Utah, but what many people are una- 
ware of is the plan by the National Park 
Service to pave the road leading to 
Grandview Point in Canyonland’s Is- 
land in the Sky. This would bring in 
more campers, Winnebagos and car- 
loads of tourists, overloading 
campgrounds and destroying solitude. 
This, along with the nuke dump, is a 
serious threat to one of our last unde- 
veloped National Parks. Letters to the 
Park Service (446 S Main St, Moab, UT 
84532) opposing the paving of the Is- 
land in the Sky road may help. Copies 
could also be sent to Utah’s Senators. 

— Kevin 
Moab, Utah 

Letters continued on page f 5 



BURIED PROTEST 

Words from the Daintree 



by Graham Innes 

We have previously reported on the 
struggle to preserve the Daintree Rain- 
forest of the Cape York Peninsula in 
northern Queensland, Australia, from 
road-building and logging. The follow- 
ing is a first-person account of the 
heroic direct action effort that attemp- 
ted to stop the building of a road 
through the heart of this rainforest area 
of planetary importance. Unfortu- 
nately, the road blockade collapsed in 
early September, 1984, as the federal 
government of Australia was releasing 
a highly professional report on the need 
to preserve the area and nominate it 
as a World Heritage Preserve. Even 
more unfortunately, the national gov- 
ernment of Australia has declined to 
confront the development-at-any-price 
state government of Queensland even 
though its own report calls for im- 
mediate action to protect this unique 
and priceless rainforest. Background 
information on the Daintree can be 
found in Earth First! [June 20, 1984] ■ 

It’s 5:24 AM as I pack my sleeping 
bag and thin foam mat. This is the third 
day I will have spent buried up to my 
neck in clay with my right arm chained 
between two logs. The logs are in turn 
part of a “fiddle-sticks” combination 
linking my hole with Graeme Platts. 

The first two days saw us buried for 
eight and ten hours. On each of those 
occasions we learned new hole-sitting 
skills, and by the third day the biolog- 
ical clock was finely tuned, so much so 
that moments before entering the hole 
I was able to call up a shit and a piss, 
knowing that it would leave my bowels 
and bladder completely empty. The 
first two days of burial saw a new con- 
nection forged between my conscious- 
ness and my biological clock, allowing 
precise control of body functions at 
will. 

Those first two days allowed us to re- 
fine our burial techniques to minimise 
pain and cramping by avoiding inap- 
propriate burial postures. They also 
saw the slow dawning of awareness of 
a hitherto unknown connection. Earth- 
bonding. Her pulse became mine and 
the vessel, my body, became the vehicle 
for her expression, as had always been 
her cosmic intention before mankind 
became blinded by authority. First reli- 
gion and then science, his soul lost in 
the machinations of ego. 

Last minute preparations complete, 
we entered our holes to await the arri- 
val of police. I felt a strange serenity. 
There was no fear in the waiting, rather 
a calm understanding that this was 
right action that stood above the laws 
of the land. This non-violent action had 
been forced upon us as a last resort to 
save the Daintree Rainforest from the 
blades of men unhinged by greed, pre- 
stige and authority, men wielding 
machines with an awesome power of de- 
struction which at no time should have 
been unleashed on the Earth’s surface. 

The police arrived with back-hoe and 
crane and an assortment of other tools 
to deal with the tenacious conser- 


vationists. John Williams was the first 
arrested, after leaping from an embank- 
ment onto the roof of the back-hoe cage, 
where he chained himself to the 
machine’s exhaust. A swift and daring 
action, but like most such actions, 
shortlived. During the morning the 
back-hoe worked relentlessly, digging 
out those buried in holes and chained 
by their feet. One by one they were ar- 
rested, as were Rosanne and Kavi, 
neither of whom had intended to be ar- 
rested. Shortly after midday the police, 
working with bolt-cutters, moved on 
the last line of defence for the first day’s 
action. Conservationists, chained by 
their hands or feet to the front row of 
the huge fiddle-sticks logs, were re- 
moved one by one with the aid of bolt- 
cutters and chainsaws. But the use of 
chainsaws was of little use as the logs 
had been heavily spiked to minimise or 
stop such action. By 2PM the last line 
of defense had all but crumbled, leaving 
Maria sitting cross-legged on top of a 
pole deeply embedded in the earth, 
chained by her foot — and the two 
Graeme’s buried in their holes beneath 
the pile of fiddle-stick logs. 

The back-hoe operator set-to, start- 
ing to remove the logs, when a cry went 
up from watching conservationists, who 
realised that our lives would be im- 
periled if the attempt to remove the 
logs in this fashion continued. The 
movement of a log at one end would 
set in train the movement of all the logs 
between which we were wedged. A halt 
was called as police sought to verify 
this information. Meanwhile, the back- 
hoe operator had parked his vehicle in 
a position which allowed me direct 
eyeball contact. This was the opportu- 
nity for which I had been waiting, un- 
knowingly pre-ordained. The language 
was mine and I was speaking from the 
heart — and yet it was not of me. It 
was as though nature herself had over- 
taken my consciousness to speak on her 
behalf. I directed my full attention to 
the back-hoe operator, almost forging 
a psychic link. My voice commanded at- 
tention: 

“Sir, you are stripping the earth of 
her mantle and she will die. She will 
die as surely as the naked baby left un- 


clothed on the beach in the midday sun. 
Dying slowly but certainly of exposure. 
Stripped of her mantle and laid bare 
to the harsh unfiltered rays of the sun, 
the earth slowly sterilised. No longer 
allowing nature’s vitality and fullness 
to work the miracle of creation. Sir, I 
ask you to see that all of man’s con- 
structions surely fall into decay and 
within a brief period are to be seen no 
more. But nature, given her opportu- 
nity, continually recreates herself, pro- 
viding a bounty, the fullness of which 
is beyond ineasure. Sir. I ask you to 
desist from this act of madness, from 
taking part in this vandalism. Please 
withdraw. Go home now with honour. 
A hero whose praises of courage ivill 
be sung by all. There will be no shame, 
no stigma attached to such a decision. 
I know that in your heart, you know 
it to be so. Go home, Sir. Go home...” 

The hundred or so spectators and 
participants, whether police, conser- 
vationists or council workers, had long 
since fallen completely silent, and I 
spoke as though in an auditorium. Ten- 
sion mounted. The back-hoe operator 
anguished, his face contorted in agony, 
as he sought to find the courage to with- 
draw. But he could not. The police were 
obviously affected. They were im- 
mobilised — almost mesmerised by the 
words. The tension was too great — it 
was clear that they could no longer 
work and maintain the decorum de- 
manded in a televised media situation. 
The back-hoe operator backed off. The 
police withdrew for a two hour lunch. 

After the lunch break, the assault by 
police and back-hoe operator began 
anew, only this time with a fierce deter- 
mination that no words could crack. 
Like ants, the police crawled around us, 
scooping out the earth tightly com- 
pacted around our bodies and sheltered 
by the logs. A crane was brought in to 
remove a stump teetering dangerously 
above my head, and threatening my end 
as the police swarmed over. It was a 
cold comfort to know that a council 
worker would also die with me if one 
of the chains slipped. The crane’s jib 
was raised, and with it the stump. The 
crane lurched drunkenly back from the 
site. Without room enough around me 
to work, the police were forced to dig 
under the logs in order to gain access 
for the bolt-cutters to free my chained 
arm. As the bolt-cutters clamped onto 
the already skin-tight chain encompas- 
sing my right wrist, they tensioned it 
so that it felt as though my wrist would 
be crushed in the process. I cried out 
for them to stop. Bullshit, he’s putting 
it on, called two nearby police. Again 
they clamped the cutters. But this time 
a cop eyeballed me. He saw the tears 
well as they clamped the cutters. 
’’Stop! You’ll crush his wrist,” he yelled. 
At last they were able to manoeuvre 
the bolt-cutters without causing the 
chain to twist and tension. Three hefty 
policemen, arms inter-linking, oper- 
ated the bolt-cutters. Snap. The chain 
was cut. But they were still unable to 
remove the high tensile chain, for the 
break was barely an eighth of an inch 
wide. Again and again they tried till at 
last the chain gave. Now they were free 
to dig in front, where my arm had been 


chained across an effective barrier. One 
by one the logs were lifted clear to give 
access to the shovels. At last they had 
me, some two-and-a-half hours after 
commencing work. 

Constable McGilvray said, ’’You are 
under arrest for failing to obey a lawful 
police direction and for obstructing a 
police officer in the lawful execution of 
his duty.” The next day at the Cairns 
Courthouse, a Magistrate without ears 
’heard’ the case and I was fined $150 
and $250 on the two charges — a $400 
fine for defending the forest. 

Letters urging the federal government 
of Australia to take immediate steps 
to halt the roadbuilding and destruc- 
tion of the Daintree Rainforest are 
greatly needed from around the 
world. An airmail letter to Australia 
from the United States costs only 40 
cents. Please write today to: The 
Hon. Robert Hawke, Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 
2600, AUSTRALIA. 


WORLD RAINFOREST 
REPORT 

John Seed of the Rainforest 
Information Centre in Australia 
regularly distributes the 
WORLD RAINFOREST RE- 
PORT. The WRR is the best way 
to be kept up-to-date on what 
you can do to help preserve 
rainforests around the world. 
John sends out copies to some 
50 countries on every continent. 
To help cut overseas airmail 
costs for the Rainforest 
Information Centre, Earth First! 
is acting as their agent in the 
United States and we are 
copying and mailing the World 
Rainforest Report to US 
subscribers. Subscriptions are 
$10 a year and sample copies 
are available for $1 (for 
postage). Order from EF! POB 
5871 Tucson, AZ 85703. If you 
send a check, make it out to 
Earth First!. Be sure to indicate 
that you are subscribing to the 
World Rainforest Report. If you 
live outside the U.S.A., order the 
World Rainforest Report 
directly from the Rainforest 
Information Centre PO Box 368 
Lismore NSW 2480 AUSTRAL- 
IA. 


LETTERS (cont) 

Dear friends 

Your paper was well received by all 
members on my trail crew in Sequoia 
Natiopal Park with enthusiastic sup- 
port. Many will no doubt soon be sub- 
scribing. Your journal is excellent and 
the subject matter and content ex- 
tremely worthwhile. Our love of 
Mother Earth out West is equalled only 
by our bewilderment at those who 
would despoil her surface for greed and 
monetary gain. Well, thanks for being 
an organization with some backbone. 
Long live Earth First! and Mom, the 
giver of life!!!! 

Yo shu la (Apache — Let there be 
happiness) 

Dear EF! 

1 am impressed and enthusiastic 
about the causes you are supporting 
and vital issues you are addressing. 
However, I am saddened by your vocab- 
ulary, your unnecessary use of the pro- 
fane, the vulgar, and the low. Must you 
“enrich” your vocabulary by descending 
to the latrine? 

What we say, we are. Our own words 
reveal what is in us. Let’s not ruin a 
splendid thing by sordid dirty lan- 
guage. 

— Paul Coblentz 
Decatur, Georgia 

Dear Earth First! 

Just returned from Europe to dis- 
cover Wildcat Annie’s card telling me 
ol’ Ed sent in a gift subscription for me. 
Well, now, that’s real nice of Uncle 
Abbey but since my activism (after 30 
years) is now relegated to the pen and 
song and guitar, while you guys and 
gals are out there putting your asses 
on the line, I figure the least I can do 
is afford you 10 or 20 cups of hot coffee 
to keep your bods fortified against the 
chill ... So, here’s another 10 for luck. 

— Kanyon Kate 



Page 15 Earth First! December 21, 198U 



PROFESSIONALIS 



I would like to offer some comments 
in response to Dave Foreman’s article 
“Making the Most of Professionalism" 
in the Lughnasadh edition of Earth 
First!. I am conservation chairman for 
the Sierra Club’s Colorado Chapter and 
have been active in the chapter for 7-8 
years. I have had to interact many 
times with the professional staff of each 
environmental office in the Front 
Range solely as a volunteer. These in- 
teractions have been generally reward- 
ing. 

Foreman makes what seem to me to 
be both valid and less valid points about 
staff people and the organizations they 
serve. First, it is true that the national 
groups are becoming more bureaucra- 
tic, professional and Washington cen- 
tered, some clearly to excess like The 
Wilderness Society (secondhand infor- 
mation on my part). However, it must 
also be pointed out that some of this is 
a necessary consequence of being large 
and of trying to serve an ever-more 
philosophically and geographically di- 
verse membership, most of whom do 
not want to be active. In other words, 
as these groups grow, they suck in first 
the knowledgeable and motivated, then 
the motivated but not knowledgeable, 
and finally those with only a small 
amount of each. Random polls of new 
versus long-time Sierra Club members 
have highlighted this trend. Result: a 
lot of excess baggage associated with 
a large organization at the cost of the 
energy and time of the activist core. 
Another result: more people must be 
hired to deal with the bureaucratic 
needs of the half-interested. 

But this is not the only reason for 
more staff and bureaucracy. We still live 
in something vaguely resembling a 
democracy. If the “deep ecological” and 
“radical wilderness” proposals are to 
become real, then millions, perhaps 
tens of millions of voters must be con- 
vinced that they are important enough 


to bug their Congresspeople about, and 
the Congresspeople must be convinced 
that their constituents care enough to 
overcome the business-as-usual mental- 
ity prevailing in Congress. 

Such an effort requires not only gras- 
sroots, heartfelt activity, but also an in- 
telligent, well-focused, perhaps 
Machiavellian, effort within the halls of 
power to get the legislation passed. It 
won’t happen otherwise for the hard- 
hitting, radical protections that Earth 
First !ers espouse. The intelligent effort 
alluded to above is best done by the 
coordinated work of specialists and 
“Washington-types,” people who under- 
stand real power politics even if they 
are not personally familiar with the 
areas in question. 

Finally, there is one more reason for 
staff, bureaucracy, etc. Not all issues 
on the Sieira Club plate, by any means, 
have to do with wilderness. Wilderness 
is in fact a relatively simple issue. For 
example, clean air and clean water pro- 
tection are much less simple because 
the regulatory efforts associated with 
the laws are necessarily complicated. 
Great sums of money are involved and 
inevitable questions arise such as “How 
’clean’ is clean?” and “How do we meas- 
ure the problem?” The whole effort re- 
quires both democratic and technocra- 
tic thrusts. 

In summary, life is complicated these 
days and is likely to become more so. 
Unless we want change to be dictated 
by a legion of brownshirts (or shall we 
say, ‘greenshirts?’), we are going to 
need to use every tool that we have and 
cast aspersions on none. Occasionally, 
protests and monkeywrenching may be 
politically effective but at other times 
we will need the staffers with their 
pinstripes and PC’s. The object is to win 
and save the planet. 

(Many of Foreman’s suggestions for 
reform of the national environmental 
groups are reasonable in my opinion.) 


FOREMAN: 


DAVE 


KIRK CUNNINGHAM: 


The response, both pro and con, to 
my essay on “Making the Most of Pro- 
fessionalism" has been encouraging. 
We would like to solicit further com- 
ments on the topic for later publication 
in these pages. Reading the following 
responses should spur your thoughts 
on this topic. Regardless of position 
(and my essay made the point that 
there were many very good professional 
environmentalists — after all, I am 
one!), I think the response to my article 
indicates that there is a growing divi- 
sion between “ professional ” (particu- 
larly in Washington, DC) and gras- 
sroot environmentalists and, as Reed 
Noss points out, a tendency to com- 
promise in both camps. It is for the 
good of the movement and the wild 
naturally — diverse world we are try- 
ing to preserve, that ive discuss this and 
try to reach solutions to make the most 
of professionalism in the environmen- 
tal movement. I will respond in a forth- 
coming issue to the argument advanced 
by Jerry Meral that wilderness trips 
should not be required for environmen- 
tal staffers or that they are irrelevant 
for those working on clean air, etc. is- 
sues. 

CoEvolution Quarterly is reprinting 
my essay in their winter issue as pati 
of a survey of the status of the environ- 
mental movement. — Dave Foreman) 


REED NOSS: 


As a “professional conservationist” 
myself (4 years as an ecologist with the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
and 1 year with The Nature Conser- 
vancy in Florida), I enjoyed Foreman’s 
essay on the potential problems of the 
professional trend in conservation. In 
general, I think he is right on the mark. 
I get absolutely inflamed when I see 
agencies or organizations I’ve worked 
for (or belong to) hire these jerks out 
of business school with all of the ad- 
ministrative skills but short on both 
knowledge of and reverence for nature. 
Of course, conservation needs both pro- 
fessionals and amateurs, but individu- 
als in either group can either help or 
hurt the cause. 

I have to quarrel, however, with 
Stephen Fox (and Dave, by extension) 
over this ostensible struggle between 
professionals and amateurs. Quite sim- 
ply, there is a struggle going on within 
both groups, for most amateurs kre not 
“radical amateurs.” Most amateur and 
professional conservationists are an- 
thropocentric wimps, holding down the 
biocentrics within each group. 

With the obvious exception of Earth 
First!, I think amateurs may be even 
wimpier than professionals. When I 
tried in Ohio to gather support for the 
“Deciduous Forest Ecosystem Pre- 
serve” (see Earth First! Ill, III), I got 
nothing but rejection from amateur 
conservationists. I went to the Sierra 
Club (repeatedly), Audubon Society 
and Friends of the Earth, and all 
thought the proposal much too idealis- 
tic to touch. Virtually the only people 
I found who were interested in this 
proposal, which was really quite 
“reasonable,” were fellow professionals, 
in the state DNR, including my boss. 
Of course, the higher echelon adminis- 
trators were unwilling to accept any bit 
of it, but everyone knows that they’re 
spineless (afraid to stir the water and 
risk their jobs in an anti-environmental 
state government, which, by the way, 
is Democratic and avidly supported by 
the Sierra Club). 

I must also differ with Dave’s recom- 
mendation that professional conser- 
vationists should earn less than $20,000 
a year. Personally, I’ve never made that 
much, but most amateurs make much 
more than that in their regular jobs. I 
think environmental professionals de- 
serve a good $30,000. Sure, people who 
go into this field (and I’m talking ecol- 
ogy and field biology, in particular) 
know they are never going to get rich, 
but are motivated by “higher” ideals. 
On the other hand, with a family to sup- 
port (and as I’ve argued before in Earth 
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RANDAL 

O’TOOLE: 

I hope you read the High Country 
News article about David Brower [and 
Friends of the Earth], They portrayed 
the problem as former Washington lob- 
byists thinking that DC is the center 
of the universe. I am sure you can un- 
derstand that. However, thinking over 
my upcoming discussions with TWS 
people, it occurred to me that the over- 
all goal of the national groups is very 
different from the goals of the local 
groups. 

Even groups as big and powerful as 
the Oregon Natural Resources Council 
and the Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council still have one main goal: to pre- 
serve wildlands. They are essentially 
ad hoc groups. When all the wildlands 
are saved (or destroyed) they will gladly 
go out of business. After all, they are 
not in it for the money. 

The Club, TWS, and most other na- 
tional groups have another goal: to pre- 
serve themselves. 

This self-preservation goal explains 
a lot of the problems. David Brower 
probably considered loss of tax exempt 
status a better-than-even trade for sav- 
ing the Grand Canyon. Others in the 
Sierra Club did not, so they fired him. 

Foreman’s article lists 14 suggestions 
to correct the problems. They are all 
wonderful ideas, but will be very dif- 
ficult to implement. And if my analysis 
is correct, they do not address the fun- 
damental problem. 

Most assume the main problem is the 
distance between the environmental 
professionals and the environment: I 
would deny that and list myself as an 
example. I never visit Wilderness, al- 
most never go into roadless areas. My 
favorite recreation is riding trains. 

To implement any suggestion, how- 
ever, will require some infiltration. 
Earth Firstlers need to join the Sierra 
Club and become local leaders. Over 
time — perhaps in as little as two or 
three years — they will turn the organi- 
zation around and make it once again 
into a radical group which places pre- 
servation of the environment over pre- 
servation of the organization. TWS will 
be forced to follow the example. 

Dave’s most intriguing suggestion is 
that state wilderness groups form a co- 
alition and hire a lobbyist in DC. I 
would very much like to see that hap- 
pen. 

Randal O’Toole is a consulting fores- 
ter with Cascade Holistic Economic 
Consultants, publishers of Forest 
Planning Magazine. He is indisputa- 
bly one of the most, effective technical 
experts the environmental movement 
has ever had, as well as a free-thinking 
critic of conservation groups, the Forest 
Service and the timber industi-y. 
O’Toole will begin writing an irregular 
column for Earth First! early next 
year. 

First! , being married and having one 
or two kids is not unethical), anything 
less than $20,000 is ridiculous when you 
have to live in a high cost-of-living area, 
where most environmental jobs are lo- 
cated. Foreman mentioned the impor- 
tance of keeping up with the literature 
and taking sojourns in the wilderness. 
Such things are expensive. In science, 
professional society memberships and 
subscriptions (a necessity, because lib- 
raries are undependable) are ridicul- 
ously high, and travel to wilderness 
areas and Earth First rendezvous is un- 
affordable. And hell, I’d like to contrib- 
ute more cash to Earth First!. 

Professional conservationists are un- 
appreciated, underpaid, and (in my ex- 
perience) often both more knowledge- 
able and more radical than their 
amateur counterparts. But let’s not 
forge a false dichotomy. We need more 
radical amateurs, but also more biocen- 
trics willing to work full time for con- 
servation. 

In wildness 

Reed Noss is a frequent contributor 
to these pages. 



M: A DISCUSSION 


ED CLARK: 

I have read Dave Foreman’s article 
in the August 1, 1984, issue of Earth 
First! on “Making the Most of Profes- 
sionalism.” When I got into the first 
paragraph or two, I initially had a very 
defensive reaction since I have been a 
“professional” in the movement for 
about five years now. I almost dismis- 
sed the article without reading it as the 
rantings of someone who “just doesn’t 
understand the way the ’real world’ 
works.” It was at this point that I 
noticed that Foreman had penned the 
article. I read on. 

I must admit that I agree with nearly 
every word of the entire article and 
would like to add a resounding 
“AMEN!” I am well aware of Foreman’s 
past .with The Wilderness Society since 
I was baptized into Deep Ecologism by 
one of his former colleagues, Ernie 
Dicketjnan, the Sage of the Smokies. 
Ernie got me into the movement to save 
the wilderness here in Virginia back in 
1977. I’m afraid that I bit hard on the 
line, “It won’t take much of your time.” 
Not only did it take my time, it ended 
up changing the entire course of my 
quasi-adult life. After becoming a some- 
what successful grassroot, I joined the 
ranks of the “Professionals” first at the 
state level and then in Washington, DC, 
with the Environmental Task Force. I 
was surprised to learn that among 
many of the national groups, I was con- 
sidered a “grassroots expert,” since I 
was one of very few people within the 
national level of the movement who had 
ever been a grassroot. At first, the rec- 
ognition was good for the ego, but when 
the real implications of the situation 
sank in, it was depressing to think 
about. 

I stayed in DC for two years trying 
to tear down the wall by banging on it 
with my head. I made some progress, 
having laid the groundwork for the 
series of regional “grassroots” work- 
shops that the Gang of Ten have put 
on across the country. I was also 
privileged to become close friends with 
Stewart Brandborg and Peeps Carney, 
two more of Foreman’s former compa- 
triots. Brandy is still trying to save the 
souls of the national movement by talk- 
ing about people power, spiritual values 
and other such outdated values that 
have been lost among the technicians 
and politicos. I consider it an honor to 
have known him. 

As Foreman pointed out, the concrete 
canyons of Washington are draining to 
the soul. After having done my stint as 
an E co-missionary to the heathens, I 
got “Potomac Fever” so my wife and I 
split back to the farm in the Shenan- 
doah Valley — after all, there is only 
so long you can hold your breath! And 
while I still earn my living as a profes- 
sional in the environmental field, as the 
director of a wildlife hospital and as a 
consultant to a number of national 
groups, I have progressed back to the 
beginning — doing most of my real ac- 
tivism for wilderness, national forest 
management, and water resources as a 
volunteer. ■ 

My question to Dave Foreman from 
his perspective as a pro, a grassroot, a 
radical, a compromiser (I suspect that 
he had to be one if he was successful 
while working within the system) and 
an idealist, is how do you reconcile the 
inconsistencies between the various 
motives? Here in Virginia, we have 
finally secured wilderness designation 
for about a dozen of the best RARE II 
areas in the state. It has taken a big 
dose of idealism, a tremendous and per- 
severant grassroots effort, and a pretty 
damn good (if I do say so myself) man- 
ipulation of the political process for the 
Virginia Wilderness Committee to get 
our bill introduced and passed. By my 
assessment, we have scored a tremen- 
dous victory in a state where the state 
bird has two right wings. We beat the 
most powerful industry in western Vir- 
ginia in an eyeball to eyeball face-off. 

In spite of this, the supporters of the 
wilderness bill have been criticized by 
some vocal EFI spokespeople because 
we didn't get enough, because we 'sold 


GERALD MERAL: 


I read with interest Dave Foreman’s 
article on “professional conser- 
vationists,” and I’d like to comment on 
it. By way of background, I was the 
founder of Friends of the River in 
California, and helped found the Amer- 
ican Rivers Conservation Council and 
the Tuolumne River Preservation 
Trust. I’m currently the Executive Di- 
rector of the Planning and Conserva- 
tion League, a California group devoted 
to passing good environmental legisla- 
tion. 

I won’t deal with Dave’s general com- 
ments, but I’d like to respond to his 
recommendations based on my two 
years with PCL, and four previous 
years as staff scientist with the En- 
vironmental Defense Fund. 

* “All conservation group employees 
should be required to take two weeks 
of paid vacation a year in the wilder- 
ness.” This is obviously ridiculous. If a 
group’s whole purpose is fighting toxic 
waste, why shouldn’t they take what- 
ever vacation they want (maybe a trip 
to Love Canal)? Even if the conserva- 
tion group is wilderness oriented, 
maybe the employee has infant chil- 
dren, or is physically handicapped in 
some way that prevents wilderness 
travel. I strongly agree with the vaca- 
tion idea, but the idea is to allow some 
time off, and the employee should make 
the choice. I say this as someone who 
tries to get in at least 50 days a year 
in wilderness settings, but why should 
I force my preferences on someone else 

* “Sierra Club regional representa- 
tives should be hired by the local Reg- 
ional Conservation Committees, and 
locally supervised.” As a former RCC 
Executive Committee member, I have 
some sympathy for this, but to some 
extent it would change the nature of 
the Club from national to more reg- 
ional. During the Alaska campaign 
many regional rep’s were called to 
Washington to help. Would the RCC’s 
have agreed to that? In any case, this 
is obviously something for the Club to 
decide itself. 

* “Sierra Club grassroots need to be 
more involved in developing and direct- 
ing action and strategy.” I agree. 

* “Funding for local activists from es- 


tablished organizations, without super- 
vision or overhead: no strings at- 
tached.” As a member of all the groups 
mentioned with regard to this sugges- 
tion, I would object. If the activist has 
a project, let her or him apply to the 
organizations for assistance. It will 
often be granted, but close control is 
reasonable and necessary. Without it, 
the members of the groups will have 
no idea about how their funds are being 
spent. 

* “Ceiling on salaries paid by conser- 
vation groups.” I’m not sure what the 
ceiling should be, and it would have to 
vary depending on geographic location, 
but I think this is a good idea. 

* “Staff should have an activist back- 
ground.” This is usually a helpful criter- 
ion, and is often a good indicator of how 
a person will do as a staff person in a 
conservation group , but cannot be 
made an absolute sine qua non. In 
some cases the qualifications being 
sought are not particularly relevant to 
grassroots activism: fundraising, litiga- 
tion, etc. Let’s just say an activist back- 
ground is desirable. 

* “Staff members should read conser- 
vation books and journals.” Sounds 
right to me: as Dave points out, this 
should be required of any professional. 

* “DC lobbyists should make four 
field trips a year, including attending 
meetings and visiting the areas they 
are fighting for." 1 agree this is desira- 
ble, but four times a year is a bit much. 
Also, not everyone is fighting for wil- 
derness; if your issue is air quality, you 
make a field trip every time you step 
outdoors in Washington, DC. 

* “Staff men. Sers need to be involved 
in at least one local conservation 
group.” Again, DC staff are given as 
the example. This is evidently a re- 
quirement that the staff member would 
have to fulfill in his or her own time. 
No conservation group should require 
anything during the employee’s own 
time: the typical employee is already 
spending 60 hours a week or more on 
the job. Let them do what they want 
during their hours away from work. 
Who knows, some of them may even 
have a family. (Try checking the divorce 
rate among conservation group “super- 


volunteers” and employees.) 

* “Restart the Biennial Wilderness 
Conference.” Sounds good to me, but 
let’s include wild rivers this time. 

All in all, Dave makes some good 
points, but I think he ignores the tre- 
mendous amount of time and effort 
made by most conservation group em- 
ployees, many of whom are not paid as 
well as he thinks, and who would like 
to do more of the things he thinks are 
necessary. I don’t want this letter to 
sound too defensive: there is a lot of 
room for improvement, but a great deal 
of conservation work in the United 
States is carried on by conservation 
professionals, and Earth First! readers 
should not get the impression that they 
are a bunch of aloof, overpaid, office- 
bound elitists. 

These are my own views, and not 
necessarily those of PCL. 

RON HUBER 

I was most impressed by Foreman’s 
article. Making the Most of Profes- 
sionalism, in the August 1984 issue. 
It’s very true that “conservation profes- 
sionals” tend to succumb to the empty 
glory of partisan politics, finally count- 
ing it a greater success to be invited 
to some political hack’s cocktail/cocaine 
party than to confront, for example, 
Murk Hatfield on his record of shame- 
less pandering to the logging interests. 
You make more friends going along 
with the crowd ... 

It’s understandable that Earth First! 
has little desire to go to the expense 
and hassle of organizing a Washington 
office, for all the reasons that Foreman 
went into in his article. Still, the little 
gray men who make the decisions that 
result in Bald Mountain-bashing and 
other destructive acts live and work 
here in DC. Every day they drive to 
work and climb inside the great warm 
cocoon of the bureaucracy where all of 
the thousands of underlings look up re- 
spectfully to them and give them the 
feeling of invincibility and omnipotence 
that results in the switching on of the 
bulldozers out your way. 

So, keeping in mind Foreman’s cau- 
tions about national offices, it still 
seems awfully important for Earth 
First! to have a voice out here in the 

continued on page 12 


JIM DALE VICKERY 


out" by negotiating boundaries, and 
because we didn't refuse to participate 
in anything connected with the National 
Forest Service or RARE II. 

What is it — pragmatism or cop out? 
Where is the line to be drawn? I don’t 
feel the need to apologize to anyone, 
yet I am willing to wonder whether it 
was process or product that was most 
important. If I can successfully make 
progress getting the Forest Service to 
modify its management practices 
through negotiation, must I still con- 
stantly denounce them for their flaws, 
and risk having the door shut altogether? 

We have managed to get a citizen’s 
conservation alternative included in the 
1984 Draft EIS for the Management 
Plan for the George Washington Na- 
tional Forest. While we don’t call for 
the total abolition of clearcutting, we 
call for a fifty percent reduction in the 
acreage that could be clearcut each 
year. Select cut and shelterwood cuts 
must be used for at least fifty percent 
of the total harvest under our plan. 
While the Forest Service griped and 
groaned, they did agree to put in it the 
Draft EIS. Basically, I feel that clear- 
cutting should be stopped altogether, 
but I also believe that to hold out for 
an all-or-nothing decision will have us 
wandering in a wasteland, with our 
ideals and philosophy intact but with 
our forest gone. Is there room for such 
pragmatic compromise in Deep Ecology? 

It is tough to be beaten on by people 
with whom you agree. I’d like to see 
this dialectic examined in Earth First!. 
How radical do you have to be to be 
true to the cause? Is it possible to win 
by using the system without necessar- 
ily attacking the system, in spite of its 
flaws? I would be interested in thoughts 
on these issues. Keep up the great work 
and keep the faith! 


Foreman’s theme of professional staff 
environmentalists drawing further and 
further away from the roots of what 
they’re preserving, nature, is a concept 
I’ve mulled for years. I couldn’t have 
said it better myself, and I’m fully be- 
hind Dave’s recommendations. 

In losing the Marshall, Leopold, 
Olson types, the wilderness preser- 
vationists of today are effectively set- 
ting not only themselves up for disaster 
but wilderness as well. Wilderness is 
the primary teacher about wilderness; 
the outdoors about the outdoors. All 
the rest is theory and interpretation, 
some of it closer to the truth than the 
rest. Consider Thoreau’s challenge to 
confront a natural fact, how he (like 
Muir later) felt he had to sit down be- 
side it, camp beside it if necessary, to 
grasp it. To know it. Reading and talk- 
ing about wilderness, parks, wild rivers 
et al. leads to an understanding of those 
things, at least as they relate to people, 
but that understanding must con- 
stantly nib up against the real thing. 
If it doesn’t, some of us are going to 


get in the position of trying to conserve 
or preserve something that exists in 
our imagination. The real thing will go 
hell in the process. 

I think we all — moms and dads, 
teachers, bureaucrats, politicians, and 
particularly writers — need to spend 
more time outdoors, less time watching 
TV, listening to music, and talking 
among ourselves. We need to study old 
Indian and Eskimo relationships to 
land, at least here in North America. 
We need to evaluate some of the rough, 
tough things frontiersmen had to say, 
too: people who grubbed out a living 
in nature, who really confronted its 
facts, who lived in it at its wildest, who 
didn’t get it while sitting in an 
armchair. All the angles have to be 
eyed. But the best one is, as Foreman 
said, contact. 

Time to go canoeing. 

Jim dale Vickery is a freelance writer 
and photographer who lives in Ely, 
Minnesota, next to the lower 48’s pre- 
mier wilderness canoeing area, the 
Boundary Waters Wilderness. 
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WILDERNESS SOCIETY: 


by Peter D. Coppelman 

It was with some chagrin that I saw 
myself personally attacked in the Au- 
gust 1, 1984, issue of Earth First!. You 
invited your readers to write to me to 
inquire if I was correctly quoted in the 
Montana press as stating that “the 
Earth First! proposal to protect all six 
million acres of roadless national forest 
land [in Montana] was too much and that 
some roadless areas should be logged 
and mined.” 

I have not seen the specific news- 
paper article which quoted my position 
on the Earth First! proposal. But I 
want to make clear my position. The 
Wilderness Society supports the Mon- 
tana Wildlands Coalition Alternative 
“A” proposal which would designate 
about 2 million acres as wilderness out 
of the total acreage studied in RARE 
II. The Wildlands Coalition consists of 
numerous organizations in Montana 
with a combined membership of about 
10,000 people. It includes the Montana 
Wilderness Association, the leading 
voice for wilderness preservation in the 
state. The Coalition’s proposal would 
designate three times the acreage recom- 
mended for wilderness in RARE II. 

In my view the coalition proposal is 
a strong proposal which will be taken 
seriously in the legislative process. 
That distinguishes it from the Earth 
First! proposal to designate as wilder- 
ness every single acre of forest roadless 
area remaining in Montana. 

Your article infers that The Wilder- 
ness Society, “the organization of Aldo 
Leopold and Bob Marshall,” is now in 
the hands of people who would support 
the destruction of roadless areas. To 
the contrary, The Wilderness Society 
is, as it has always been, in the hands 
of those will fight as hard as they can 
to protect as much of this country’s re- 
maining roadless lands as humanly pos- 
sible. Howard Zahniser, former head of 
The Wilderness Society and a principal 
draftsman of the Wilderness Act, un- 
derstood that compromise was essen- 
tial. That is why the Wilderness Act had 
to allow mining and mineral leasing for 
20 years, continued grazing, preexist- 
ing nonconforming uses, and other uses 
inconsistent with a “pure” concept of 
wilderness in order to obtain passage. 
If the purists had their way, there 
would have been no Wilderness Act. If 
Earth First! were the only voice of en- 
vironmentalists today, would this Con- 
gress have designated over 7 million 
acres of wilderness in 10 states? Since 
all of these bills do release some lands 
to possible development, does Earth 
First! oppose all of them? 

The Wilderness Society and other 
conservation groups have vigorously 
opposed inadequate wilderness legisla- 


tion for Idaho, Wyoming and Montana. 
Our strong opposition to the Montana 
bill at Senate hearings, in the Montana 
press, and in meetings with members 
of the Montana delegation was an im- 
portant factor in killing the bill for this 
Congress. 

I think that Earth First! should rec- 
ognize that groups like The Wilderness 
Society and the Sierra Club perform a 
worthwhile and valid function in the 
wilderness debate as does Earth First!. 
It does not promote the cause of wild- 
lands preservation which we all support 
for you to attack me and the efforts of 
The Wilderness Society. All that you 
will do is give comfort to our mutual 
foes. 

Peter D. Coppelman is the national 
forest wilderness lobbyist for The Wil- 
derness Society in Washington, DC. 

BILL 

DEVALL: 

(Editor’s note: the following is an 
exchange of letters betiveen Wilderness 
Society national forest lobbyist Peter D. 
Coppelman and grassroots wilderness 
activist and student of Deep Ecology 
Prof. Bill Derail.) 

Coppelman: 

Your statement that it is not yet 
necessary to compromise is simply not 
true. Crucial decisions are being made 
now — the question is will they be 
made with us or without us. If we all 
turn our backs on the political process 
as Earth First! has in effect done, 
America’s last remaining wild lands will 
be long gone before deep ecology be- 
comes an operative concept in the real 
world. 

Devall: 

You mention that compromise is 
necessary in politics. I agree. The 
disagreement is over the degree of 
compromise. 

I mention three famous cases in 
which environmentalists compromised 
and then defended the compromise 
instead of defending the place: Glen 
Canyon dam, Diablo Canyon and the 
Redwood National Park bypass free- 
way. In all three cases, grassroots ac- 
tivists kept criticizing the compromise 
and have kept the issue alive. David 
Brower, indeed, apologized for the Glen 
Canyon compromise and applauded 
Earth First! for “cracking” the dam. 

For many of us at the grassroots in 
California, the Burton Wilderness Bill, 
passed in the last Congress [by the 
House of Representatives, only], was 
the bottom line compromise after 
RARE II. The California Wilderness 
Act as signed by President Reagan is 
over-compromised and should be called 
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1984 was certainly a landmark year for the protection of 
Wilderness Areas. But it was also a landmark year for the 
destruction of wilderness. As conservationists justly celebrate 
the millions of acres of wild country now protected from the 
saw, dozer, drill and tire, let us also consider the many 

more millions of acres 


the Wilderness Development Act of 
1984. 

I hate to see lobbyists for major 
environmental groups defending the 
political process or the political com 
promise instead of constantly advocating 
protection of the wildlands. 

But the California Act is signed so 
we must move on from that legislative 
decision. 

Protection of remaining wildlands in 
California under national forest juris- 
diction will be more difficult because of 
the Wilderness Act as signed by 
Reagan because many people will feel 
the wilderness debates are over so it 
will be more difficult to recruit ac- 
tivists. 

That is why Earth First! is impor- 
tant. If people at the local level protest 
specific logging plans, demonstrate, 
get arrested, defend “sacred” groves of 
trees, wilderness protection will stay in 
the news and the Forest Service will 
be required to deal with these “disrup- 
tions” to their normal operations. 

I do think all the roadless areas iden- 
tified in the RARE II lawsuit in Califor- 
nia should be protected as “designated 
wilderness.” 

The next five years will be crucial. 

Neither the Sierra Club nor Califor- 
nia Wilderness Coalition has a plan for 
protecting these areas. Does The Wil- 
derness Society have a 5 year plan for 
protecting them ? 

We’re told that roadless areas not in- 
cluded in the California Act will “be ad- 
dressed in the forest planning process.” 
That is jargon for diffusing the opposi- 
tion. The Wilderness Society and Sierra 
Club can be very, very active in estab- 
lishing demands for national forest 
plans, specifically the Klamath and Six 
Rivers National Forests during the 
next few months. 

A “National Scenic and Botanical Re- 
serve” Act could be proposed to include 
roadless areas not protected in the Wil- 
derness Act. 

In northwest California, the Siskiyou 
Wilderness is totally inadequate; a ter- 
rible crime. In particular, Blue Creek 
and Dillon Creek should be fought over 
acre by acre. The values of these road- 
less areas have been documented in lit- 
erally thousands of pages of court tes- 
timony. The Wilderness Society should 
scream any time the Forest Service lifts 
a finger to plan a timber sale or road 
or other project in those areas. 

The development activities near the 
boundaries of each wilderness area will 
require constant action. On the eastern 
edge of the new Trinity Alps Wilder- 
ness is the Swift Creek hydro dam prop- 
osal and in the HEARTLAND of the 
Trinity Alps, a truly spectacular 
meadow, is the proposed Morris 
Meadows hydropower plant. 

I suggest reviving the old Wilderness 
Conferences which were so popular in 
the I950’s and 60’s. The Wilderness So- 
ciety and Sierra Club have the ability 
to publicize and organize such a confer- 
ence. The first day of such a conference, 
held at some place like Zion National 
Park, could be devoted to trends in wil- 
derness arguments, ecophilosophy and 
deep ecology. The second day could be 
devoted to politics and practical tactics 
for protecting wilderness in the 1980’s. 

For supporters of a deeper ecology 
movement, it is important to work 
within the political process but to al- 
ways remember that our values are 
very, very different from the dominant 
social paradigm. Unless we take every 
opportunity to articulate the new 
ecological paradigm and to challenge 
the everyday assumptions of the Forest 
Service and the politicians, we can only 
provide more legitimacy for the exist- 
ing political system. 

Aldo Leopold in defending wilder- 
ness was a radical conservative. 

I hope The Wilderness Society is still 
radical and subversive. 
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TEXAS: 

by Ned Fritz 


In view of the local congressman’s 
opposition to East Texas Wilderness in excess 
of 8,900 acres, Texans view designation of 
34,400 acres in 1984 as something of a coup. 

In 1977, The Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources (TCONR) originally justified and 
proposed 100,000 acres for Wilderness 
designation in the National Forests of East 
Texas. But the Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club 
forestry chairman at that time wanted to go for 
about 45,000 acres in order to present a “more 
reasonable attitude and to have a better chance 
of getting something. ” In view of the fact that a 
united front was necessary to create sufficient 
impact, we settled on a 65,000 acre “citizen 
proposal” calling for ten Wilderness Areas. 

In 1980, then-Congressman Bob Eckhardt 
filed a bill for 65,000 acres but failed to get it out 
of committee. In 1983, freshman Congressman 
John Bryant of Dallas, filed a similar bill, HR 
3788, but the East Texas congressman kept it 
from moving. By that time, we had thirty 
citizen groups behind our proposal and eight 
East Texas newpapers had endorsed it. East 
Texans appeared at almost all of their 
congressman’s town meetings and asked why 
he was keeping his constituents and all 
Americans from having some forests that 
wouldn’t be clearcut. Five candidates filed in 
the election against him and two of them 
publicly opposed all the clearcutting the Forest 
Service was doing. He finally agreed to 
compromise for five Wilderness Areas totaling 
34,400 acres, plus 2,700 acres to be added when 
Temple-Eastex traded its enclaves for Forest 
Service land elsewhere. 

In the compromise, we increased the size of 
the Upland Island and Indian Mounds 
Wilderness proposals substantially beyond 
what we had asked for in HR 3788. In that way, 
those two areas improved in viability as well as 
in special features. 

The other five areas in our proposal were lost 
forever, except possibly for about 1 ,200 acres in 
the Big Creek Scenic Area. 

However, the Forest Service is already 
defiling (some Earth Firstlers would use a 
different expression) our five new Wilderness 
Areas. Under the vague ‘‘control’’ clause in the 
1964 Wilderness Act, they are selling for 
commerical logging pine trees in stands in the 
Wilderness Areas where they claim the 
Southern pine beetle is threatening to burst 
out into forest outside the Wilderness 
boundaries. 

The foresters call this “cut and salvage.” 
Actually, it’s not salvage at all because most of 
the pines are not infested. The Forest Service 
“experts” say that by cutting buffers of 
“green” trees around a beetle spot, they can 
prevent the beetles from spreading. 

The “experts” ignore the fact that (1) the 
beetles can and do fly across the buffers, (2) the 
beetles are already dispersed throughout the 
forests looking for weak pines to attack, (3) in 
harvesting buffer trees, the purchaser scuffs 
up pines outside the buffer an along the 
hauling road thereby exposing them to easy 
entry by the beetles, and (4) in hauling trees to 
the mill, the operator bounces numerous 
beetles out into the rest of the forest. 

At least one of the seven beetle timber sales 
in Little Lake Creek Wilderness exceeds 25 
acres in demolition, plus a half a mile of road. 

Unless we can stop the Forest Service sell- 
and-cut campaign in our newly designated 
Wilderness Areas, we didn’t win much of a 
victory in East Texas. But if we hadn’t won our 
wilderness bill, the Forest Services would have 
clearcut these areas anyway. 

Ned Fritz, “Mr. Texas Wilderness, ” is 
Chairman of the Texas Committee on Natural 
Resources. His outstanding book, STERILE 
FOREST, tells the story of his decade-long battle 
against the Forest Service to protect the imposing 
forests of East Texas from clearcutting. 



BOOM OR BUST? 



WYOMING: 


by Howie Wolke 

Just before the end of this session of 
Congress, the Wyoming delegation 
reached a compromise agreement with 
House Public Lands Subcommittee 
Chairman John Seiberling, thereby al- 
lowing the passage of the so-called 
Wyoming Wilderness Act. The bill, 
which designates 884,000 acres of wil- 
derness and another 190,000 acres for 
formal wilderness study, has been 
signed into law by President Reagan. 

However, the bill also “releases” ap- 
proximately 3 million acres of roadless 
country in the state’s national forests 
for allocation and management under 
the Forest Service’s “Land Manage- 
ment Planning” process. Most of these 
roadless areas, according to the Forest 
Service, will be roaded, clearcut, 
drilled for oil & gas, mined or otherwise 
developed during the coming ten year 
period. While the final bill is certainly 
an improvement over the Wyoming de- 
legation’s original proposal of just 

480.000 acres (thanks primarily to Con- 
gressman Seiberling’s long holdout in 
the face of strong opposition to any ad- 
ditional wilderness by Senator Malcolm 
Wallop), a large number of key wild 
areas, including some of the most pro- 
ductive wildlife habitats in the lower 48 
states, were excluded from the bill. 

On the positive side, we now have a 

287.000 acre Gros Ventre Wilderness 
which includes the controversial Little 
Granite Creek area (Getty Oil, how- 
ever, is still in court arrogantly at- 
tempting to prove valid mineral de- 
velopment rights). Also, the lush and 
productive Palisades area, just west of 
Jackson Hole, is now a 135,000 acre Wil- 
derness Study Area. A 116,000 acre Wil- 
derness has been designated along the 
West Slope of the Tetons, and there is 
a 14,000 acre Winnegar Hole Wilder- 


Gros Ventre Wilderness Area 

ness protecting prime grizzly and 
waterfowl habitat adjacent to the 
southwest comer of Yellowstone Park. 
The magnificent and controversial 
DuNoir retains its protective status as 
a special management area and 36,000 
acres of mid-elevation terrain has been 
added to the largely alpine Bridger Wil- 
derness, thereby bringing some ecolog- 
ical diversity to the protected portion 
of the Wind Rivers. 

Nonetheless, the bill may still prove 
disastrous for most of Wyoming’s re- 
maining wild lands. The 195,000 acre 


Photo by Howie Wolke 

Cloud Peak Wilderness is nearly en- 
tirely above timberline. The eastern 
end of the Gros Ventre Range, where 
the Freddies plan a number of giant 
timber sales, has been released, as have 
many large and spectacular wildland 
ecosystems such as Grayback Ridge, 
the Salt River Range, Laramie Peak, 
and Deep Lake. With over 3 million 
acres of wild country now officially vul- 
nerable to Forest Service mismanage- 
ment, conservationists in the state 
must turn full attention to the “Tree 
Nazis” and their extensive develop- 


ment plans for Wyoming’s 5 national 
forests. Appeals, lawsuits, letter writ- 
ing campaigns, demonstrations, and 
various acts of civil disobedience ap- 
pear to be in the cards for the months 
and years ahead. 

Howie Wolke, a guide and outfitter 
in Jackson, Wyoming, has worked on 
the Wyoming wilderness bill for 10 
years as the Wyoming Representative 
for Friends of the Earth in the 1970's 
and more recently with the Wyoming 
Wilderness Association and Earth 
First! . 


This chart dis- 
plays the results of National Forest wil- 
derness bills since RARE II ( from 1980 
to 1981). States are arranged in 
chronological order of their wilderness 
bills, although Missouri has been sub- 
ject to several bills. The acreage of 
Forest Service Primitive Areas has 
been added to the RARE II acreage for 
the relevant states and. to the Conser- 
vationists’ Proposal as well. The ac- 
reage for the Conservationists' Prop- 
osal is taken from The Wilderness Soci- 
ety’s recommendations during RARE 
II. In some cases, the proposals were 
increased or compromised during the 
legislative process, but the RARE II 
proposals are probably most impor- 
tant. Acreages in the FP & WSA col- 
umn are as follows: no asterisk, re- 
maining further planning areas; one 
asterisk, congressionally designated 
wilderness study areas or remaining 
Primitive Area; two asterisks, Forest 
Service recommended wilderness 
areas. The Percentage column is the 
percentage of the RARE II acreage or 
the Conservationists’ Proposal 
(whichever is greater) designated as 
Wilderness by Congress. Where the 
Conservationists’ Proposal is larger 
than the RARE II acreage, that is be- 
cause all actually roadless lands were 
not included in RARE II and the Con- 
servationists’ Proposal is a more accu- 
rate indicator of the true roadless ac- 
reage in the National Forests of the 
state. Percentages for Alabama, Geor- 
gia and Tennessee are essentially 
meaningless since RARE II bills for 
those states have not been state-wide. 
The percentages give a basis for com- 
parison of success in the different 
states and bring up questions, such as 
“Why did Wisconsin, a relatively lib- 
eral and pro-environment state, do so 
poorly?” It is worthwhile to compare 
acres designated wilderness and acres 
released for each state to determine the 
relative “success” of the wilderness 
movement since RARE II. 


HOW MUCH WAS WON? 

HOW MUCH WAS LOST? 


State 

Total NF Land 

RARE II 

Cons. 

Wilderness 

FP & WSA 

Released 

Percent- 



Acreage 

Proposal 




age 

New Mexico 

9,347,473 

2,137,776 

1,870,631 

609,060 

*117,530 

1,490,000 

28% 

Colorado 

14,431,083 

6,539,201 

5,191,680 

1,392,455 

169,638 

*483,872 

4,519,000 

21% 






**8,000 



South Dakota 

1,997,296 

58,320 

56,640 

9,824 



17% 

South Carolina 

610,409 

32,251 

32,943 

13,720 

5,733 

**1,910 


42% 

Louisiana 

597,839 

17,699 

17,699 

8,700 



49% 

Indiana 

188,292 

16,900 

25,262 

12,935 


4,000 

51* 

Alabama 

644,478 

67,884 

54,092 

6,780 

30,912 

**7,690 


10% 

West Virginia 

972,971 

282,089 

169,917 

47,916 


203,000 

17% 

Missouri 

1,468,646 

75,897 

100,647 

51,038 


24,000 

51% 

Wisconsin 

1,503,515 

115,262 

110,468 

24,339 


70,000 

21% 

Vermont 

294,522 

55,720 

60,780 

41,260 


14,500 

68% 

New Hampshire 

705,674 

262,257 

495,596 

77,000 


188,000 

15% 

North Carolina 

1,215,684 

200,073 

202,111 

68,750 


109,000 

34% 

Oregon 

15,617,897 

2,910,388 

3,192,962 

853,062 

24,028 

2,013,000 

27% 

Washington 

9,054,157 

2,128,464 

2,655,355 

1,021,933 


1,402,000 

38% 

Arizona 

11,270,465 

2,137,929 

2,154,674 

767,390 

*248,069 

1,120,000 

36% 

California 

20,435,005 

6,523,340 

6,062,351 

1,778,432 

1,696,422 

2,750,000 

27% 






*96,200 



Utah 

8,045,151 

3,234,759 

1,949,015 

749,550 


2,576,000 

23% 

Florida 

1,098,568 

128,930 

128,930 

49,150 

*10,900 

68,000 

38% 

Arkansas 

2,479,273 

225,006 

217,940 

91,103 


104,000 

40% 

Georgia 

870,932 

223,588 

213,490 

14,522 

97,600 

20,400 

85,000 

6% 

Mississippi 

1,144,018 

8,315 . 

8,315 

5,500 


2,400 

66% 

Wyoming 

9,254,397 

4,162,878 

2,239,858 

883,359 

*209,340 

2,941,000 

21% 

Texas 

782,624 

81,069 

65,700 

34,346 


44,000 

42% 

Tennessee 

625,575 

119,742 

112,109 

24,854 

18,551 

*7,800 

19,100 

21% 

Pennsylvania 

510,620 

36,322 

36,124 

9,705 


5,600 

27% 

Virginia 

1,632,307 

203,749 

211,507 

55,984 

*25,075 

134,000 

26% 
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ARIZONA: 

The Arizona Forest Service Wilder- 
ness Bill was both rewarding and frus- 
trating with which to be involved. The 
entire experience was a lesson in con- 
tradictions. We won some battles, but 
we’re still losing the war. 

First of all, there was the Arizona 
Congressional delegation, a highly un- 
likely collection of totally opposing 
forces. On the one hand, stood Democ- 
rat Mo Udall, a giant in the House of 
Representatives, political liberal, long- 
time wilderness champion and Chair- 
man of the House Interior Committee 
which has control over all Western wil- 
derness legislation. On the other hand, 
stood Republican Barry Goldwater, 
senior member of the Senate, one-time 
presidential contender, historic spokes- 
man for the conservatives and long- 
time foe of traditional environmental 
legislation (and one of the few Senators 
to have voted against the 1964 Wilder- 
ness Act). 

Here we had a classic stalemate of 
huge dimensions and what happened? 
When the the crucial time came, Barry, 
who had been previously silent, intro- 
duced Mo’s House version of the bill! 
There was a profoundly curious trust 
between the two throughout the entire 
two year effort. 

The rest of the delegation was just 
as curious. Freshman Democratic Rep- 
resentative Jim McNulty, with a 78% 
League of Conservation Voters rating, 
a classic liberal, had voted right on 
nearly every piece of wilderness legis- 
lation in the House for two years. 
McNulty hired as one of his administra- 
tive aides Linda Lewis, the former 
Sierra Club conservation chair for 
Arizona and author of the original 
Arizona Wilderness Coalition (AWC) 
proposal back in 1979. 

Then there was freshman Republican 
John McCain representing urban 
Phoenix with no wilderness in his dis- 
trict. McCain had voted wrong on every 
piece of environmental legislation pre- 
viously. He and McNulty were both on 
the House Interior Committee which 
was chaired by Udall. 

What happened with these two new- 
comer’s? The exact opposite of what you 
would expect. McNulty gave up the 
Arizona Wilderness Coalition’s entire 
Apache National Forest recommenda- 
tions including one half of a million 
acres in the renowned Blue Range 
Primitive Area and its environs. He ad- 
ditionally gave up half of our Coronado 
National Forest recommendations 
which were more conservative than 
Linda Lewis’ awn proposal of 1979! 
These incredible losses were the result 
of spurious, half-baked and totally inde- 
fensible arguments from the opposition 
which we refuted one after another to 
no avail. We were allowed to meet with 
McNulty only twice before the legisla- 
tion was written (for about a half an 
hour each time), and he seemed to have 
no grasp or concern for the details of 
the wilderness issue. 

John McCain, however, visited sev- 
eral areas, flew over a dozen or more 
others, met with us after work for four 
hours of elaborate work on details, 
maps, explanations, photos, names, 
dates and the like. He encouraged slug- 
gish members of the delegation and 
worked hard to resolve conflicts in 
areas that weren’t even in his district. 
This was a surprising twist of fate. 

The other members of the delegation 
included Republican Representatives 
Bob Stump and Eldon Rudd (or Studd 
and Rump), both of whom had the dubi- 
ous distinction of perfect ZERO 
League of Conservation Voters ratings 
in their careers. Both despise wilder- 
ness to the ultimate degree. Fortu- 
nately neither had anything at all to do 
with the Arizona Forest Wilderness bill 
except to vote against it. 

Finally, there was Senator Dennis 
DeConcini, the perennial compromiser, 
the great fence straddler, a legislator 
who considers himself an environmen- 
talist and a champion of the ranching 
industry, a wilderness enthusiast and 
a protector of the ailing Arizona copper 
industry. DeConcini was everywhere 
and nowhere and came to play a totally 
indefinable role in the entire process. 

Then there were the “environmen- 
talists,” an outstanding group of dedi- 
cated folks. We started from scratch in 
mid-1981 and by February of 1982 had 
a hard core of 20 activists who had or- 


ganized 16 outdoor and conservation 
groups, as well as dozens of individuals, 
into a coalition (AWC), and put to- 
gether a several hundred page proposal 
replete with a set of eight blueprint 
maps for presentation to Congress. 

A dozen dedicated activists con- 
tinued for another year and a half to 
research, write, debate, refute, travel, 
mitigate, adjust, accuse, fight and give 
in until finally the House and Senate 
both had bills that nobody was happy 
with, but nobody opposed. The AWC 
remained consistently in defense of a 
“better bill” but we were only able to 
get small changes between the origi- 
nally introduced version and the final 
one that passed into law. 

For a while, activists in southeastern 
Arizona ranted and raved about the 
poor recommendations on the Apache 
and Coronado National Forests, but 
managed only to piss off McNulty and 
his staff as well as to make some of the 
more conservative environmentalists 
nervous about a “backlash.” In the end, 
they had to give up and stew in their 
disappointment. 

At this time, an Earth First! wilder- 
ness proposal made the rounds with a 
splash in the Tucson newspapers thanks 
to Ed Abbey and Chuck Bowden. Earth 
First! recommended 6 million acres as 
compared to the Coalition’s 1.8 million 
(see May 1984 issue of EF! for more 
details). 

Then there were the forces of oppo- 
sition. I have never met a collection of 
adults less worthy of respect and more 
deserving of contempt than the spokes- 
men for what was termed the “User 
Group.” In response to the environmen- 
tal coalition, the groups most ada- 
mantly opposed to wilderness formed 
their own coalition which they called 
the “User Group.” And that is what 
they were: USERS. For a while I re- 
sented their adoption of the term, be- 
cause I thought we were users, too. But 
eventually I recognized that you don’t 
use wilderness; the land is not used by 
those who love it. The miners, ran- 
chers, timber companies, water re- 
source interests (Salt River Project and 
Arizona Public Service), four-wheel- 
drive clubs, conservative hunters’ 
groups (road hunters), and bankers 
(yes, bankers) who formed the User 
Group really did relate to the physical 
environment as something to use and 
it was a fitting description of their coal- 
ition. (In fairness, I should say that the 
timber representatives, oddly enough, 
were the most cooperative and reason- 
able.) 

The User Group appealed to the de- 
legation to preserve their historic 
privilege to use the Arizona environ- 
ment for their private enterprises. 
Some delegation members, like Rump, 
Studd, Goldwater and DeConcini un- 
derstood and mostly respected their 
positions of control. Other members 
like Udall and McNulty understood but 
only half respected their positions. In 
the final analysis, however, the de- 
mands of the Users gained far more 
than those of the believers in the value 
of wilderness. 

The Users were outrageous. This 
was my first major environmental bat- 
tle and I was shocked for a long time. 

I thought people were supposed to be 
reasonable and to tell the truth. I was 
totally unprepared for the rigidity of 
belief, the level of fear and the cool, 
calculated dishonesty that emerged 
from the opposition interests. 

The Arizona Mining Association pro- 
duced a seven volume assessment of 
mineral potential in Arizona RARE II 
areas back in 1979. It was written by 
one Ken C. Bennet employed by the 
Phelps-Dodge copper company — the 
most anti-environmental, anti-labor 
and locally hated mining company in 
Arizona. This document concluded that 
nearly every National Forest roadless 
area in the state had a significant min- 
eral potential and should not be desig- 
nated wilderness. They plopped it on 
the desks of the Congressional delega- 
tion when wilderness reared its ugly 
head again in 1982. 

The Arizona Wilderness Coalition 
was fortunate to have the assistance of 
a very sympathetic employee of the 
Arizona Bureau of Geology and Mineral 
Technology. This man had just com- 
pleted a two and a half year project, 
on a grant from the US Geological Sur- 
vey, to collect and organize on computer 
all the data on mineral production from 


every company and mine in Arizona 
since 1901. 

This expert helped us to analyze the 
Arizona Mining Association’s mineral 
assessment. His primary response to 
the document was uncontrolled laugh- 
ter. The assessment was so full of 
made-up terminology, erroneous data 
and meaningless generalizations that it 
was virtually useless as a factual docu- 
ment. It was a comic book in disguise. 

We wrote a rebuttal to the AMA 
document, prepared our own mineral 
assessment of the AWC proposed areas 
and presented it to the delegation and 
the public. It should have been a pro- 
found embarrassment to the mineral in- 
dustry, but surprisingly enough it 
wasn’t. One Tucson newspaper gave it 
prime coverage, but the delegation all 
but ignored it. Lesson number one is: 
If industry says that something is so, 
then it’s so. Facts are superfluous, it’s 
the thought that counts. (It is often a 
total waste of time to bother with 
facts.) Lesson number two is: If you’re 
dealing with politicians or the general 
public it is just as effective to sound 
like you know what you’re talking about 
as it is to actually be right, and it’s a 
lot easier. 

The ranching industry was deftly rep- 
resented by hired gun John Olsen of 
the Arizona Cattlegrowers’ Associa- 
tion. John was about as subtle and coor- 
dinated as a Hereford crossing a trout 
stream. He managed to piss off 
everyone, yet he still was able to gamer 
as many victories as the reasonable and 
likeable Wilderness Coalition represen- 
tatives. John was really off the wall. 
Nonetheless, he managed to get special 
grazing language written into the orig- 
inal Senate version of the bill and he 
helped eliminate dozens of prime wil- 
derness areas from consideration. 

One of the most frustrating experi- 
ences in the battle for wilderness is the 
fact that the screamers, abusers and 
liars, getting fat on subsidies and spec- 
ial privileges, have more clout than the 
honest and genuinely concerned. 
Where is justice? 

Then, finally, there was the bill. Was 
it good or bad? From the point of view 
of roadless acres, the bill designated 
less than one third of all the Forest Ser- 
vice roadless lands and only about a 
tenth of all Forest Service lands in 
Arizona as wilderness. In terms of who 
got more of what they asked for, AWC 
asked for 1,800,000 acres, the Users 


In one sense, at least, the environ- 
mental movement fulfilled an Orwellian 
prophecy during 1984. This was the 
shameless acceptance of doublespeak 
by the leadership of the environmental 
movement as the legitimate method of 
communicating with their members 
and the public. Any reasonably objec- 
tive observer would readily conclude 
that the environmental groups were 
routed during the 1984 wilderness bill 
campaign and that the timber/mining/ 
oil/cowpie boys emerged triumphant. 
But this was not admitted by either 
side in the public post-mortems. Sierra 
Club Executive Director Mike McClos- 
key exulted in a fundraising letter to 
members that “the Sierra Club had 
spectacular success in preserving wil- 
derness.” Other environmental spokes- 
men joined in that chorus. But the offi- 
cials and public relations flaks for the 
rape and ruin lobby are crying in their 
beers over the shellacking that they 
took this year and how the “wilderness 
extremists” are locking up the re- 
sources needed to keep America strong 
and fat. 

The environmentalists lost the wil- 
derness wars of 1984 but say they won. 
The timber industry and fellow glut- 
tons won but say they lost. Why? 

The answer is that both are engaging 
in 1984 doublespeak but are speaking 
to different audiences for different pur- 
poses. The environmental leaders are 
speaking to their members and con- 
tributors for the purpose of defending 
their mousy strategy over the last sev- 
eral years and to justify further mem- 
bership dues and contributions to pay 
their salaries. It is necessary for them 
to claim victory even in defeat to justify 
their positions. On the other hand, the 


asked for 500,000 acres and the bill des- 
ignated 750,000 acres. It is obvious who 
gave up the most. 

Much more roadless land was re- 
leased to development than was pro- 
tected. In fact, the only reason we were 
able to get a bill at all was the “release” 
situation. The User Group and the 
Arizona delegation both wanted a bill 
so that all the Forest Service roadless 
areas that were tied up due to the 
California RARE II lawsuit could be 
released for resource development and 
other abuses. 

If you consider the political realities 
and the strength of the opposition, it 
is remarkable how much we were able 
to preserve. We won some significant 
battles in the Tonto, Coronado and 
Prescott National Forests, but we lost 
so much at the same time that it is hard 
to think of it as a victory. As is usually 
the case, we were battling primarily to 
keep the bill from being completely un- 
acceptable, rather than working to- 
wards a good piece of legislation. The 
bill designated just enough wilderness 
to make it look like it was protecting 
something. In reality it was settling the 
question of how much land would be off- 
limits to development in favor of the 
developers. As always. 

Of course, it could have been worse, 
we could have ended up with a bill like 
Wyoming or Utah. But if you view 
things from the point of view of the pre- 
servation of natural ecosystems, it was 
simply another in a series of continuing 
defeats where commodity development 
and exploitation get the bulk, while 
preservationists get the crumbs. 

The author is a prominent environ- 
mentalist in Arizona. 



mouthpieces for the exploitative indus- 
tries are speaking to the media, the 
general public and the decision-makers 
in Congress and the Administration. 
Even though they won, they wisely 
want to pretend to have lost so that 
next time around they can claim that 
it is their turn to win because the self- 
ish environmentalists have been win- 
ning all the previous fights. 

Already we can see the wisdom of 
the industry approach as we face up to 
the battles for the big wilderness states 
next year — Montana and Idaho. If the 
environmentalists are chortling and 
claiming victory over the trouncing 
they took with the Wyoming, Utah and 
Oregon bills, then why should John 
Seiberling and other wilderness cham- 
pions in Congress fight for better wil- 
derness bills in Idaho and Montana 
when the environmentalists will ex- 
press pleasure at their “victory” even 
if they get stuck with the wretched 
McClure and Melcher proposals? 

Isn’t it time the environmental move- 
ment found the maturity to admit de- 
feat when defeated? Isn’t it time that 
the environmental movement under- 
took a serious self-analysis to deter- 
mine where it’s gone wrong this last 
decade and how to get back on course 
before it’s too late? Isn’t time that the 
primary goal of the big national en- 
vironmental groups was to win instead 
of to perpetuate themselves ? 

Wilderness lost in 1984 and all the 
back-patting doublespeak we can ar- 
ticulate isn’t going to keep the Forest 
Service and the goons they work for 
out of the millions of acres of crucial 
roadless areas tossed to them this year 
in “wilderness” legislation. Having the 
guts to fight will. 

— Dave Foreman 
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OREGON: 

by Ric Bailey 

Oregon Earth First! activist Steve 
Marsden labelled the 1984 Oregon Wil- 
derness bill “The Oregon Deforestation 
Act.” Sadly, his terminology seems ap- 
propriate. Conservationists should rue 
the exchange of 860,000 acres of desig- 
nated wilderness for letting the Forest 
Service off the hook for their biased 
RARE II study, which, if done prop- 
erly, would have found all Roadless 
Areas worthy of protection. 

The Forest Service assault on Old 
Growth Forest in Oregon Roadless 
Areas not protected in the 1984 legisla- 
tion (roughly 3 million acres) will redou- 
ble with the enactment of language 
which declares the abysmal RARE II 
process legal, thus upholding the non- 
wilderness recommendation of 88% of 
Oregon’s unprotected wilderness. The 
prospect of another four years of an en- 
vironmentally ignorant administration 
adds salt to the wounds incurred from 
this legislation. 

With the exception of the time con- 
suming (and generally fruitless) ad- 
ministrative appeals process, there is 
now no dependable means to legally 
halt or slow the reading and logging of 
the last primitive forests in Oregon. A 
review of 5 year timber sale plans for 
Oregon’s 13 National Forests reveals 
that each and every unprotected Road- 
less Area of any significance is sched- 
uled for 1 timber harvest. 

Admittedly, there were some bright 
spots in the Oregon bill. Of particular 
note is the protection of the upper 
North Fork of the Middle Fork of the 
Willamette River, the Minam River, the 
Lower Salmon River, and the North 
Fork John Day River. But for the most 
part, political considerations took pre- 
cedence over actual resource informa- 
tion in determining which areas should 
be protected. The assessment of real 
or imagined political liabilities, both by 
legislators and by national conservation 
organizations, may have in fact de- 
stroyed the option of protecting signif- 
icant parts of several ecosystems. 

The most notable example of the 
type of considerations utilized to deter- 
mine candidates for inclusion in the 
Oregon Bill is revealed in an examina- 
tion of the boundary of the Eagle Cap 
Wilderness Additions, which were re- 
commended to Senator Mark Hatfield’s 
staff by the Wallowa-Whitman National 
Forest. With the exception of the 
strongly supported Lower Minam 
River area, the boundary was arbitrar- 
ily drawn along map section lines and 
was obviously designed to keep as much 
harvestable timber outside the wilder- 
ness boundary as possible, while fatten- 
ing the acreage amount so as to seem 
reasonably in line with the House prop- 
osal for the area. 

After the introduction and passage 
of the 860,000 acre Senate version by 
Hatfield, the Sierra Club lauded it as 
a “significant achievement” (apparently 
because it was markedly more gener- 
ous than anything Hatfield had previ- 
ously proposed) and quietly supported 
it over the 1.2 million acre House ver- 
sion during negotiations with sponsors 
of the House bill. As a result, House 
sponsors Rep. Les AuCoin and Rep. 
Ron Wyden, wishing for a speedy end 
to the debate (apparently regardless of 
the consequences), issued a press re- 
lease signaling their abandonment of 
the House bill and their support of Hat- 
field’s much less protective Senate bill. 
Wilderness champion Rep. Jim Weaver 
was then forced to buckle under, and 
the Hatfield bill eventually became law. 

After the bill was sent to the Presi- 
dent, Hatfield aide Tom Imeson was 
heard to remark that he had expected 
the bill to be “definitely larger” since 
the Senate sponsors had expected a 
House-Senate conference committee to 
iron out a compromise between the two 
bills instead of the total and sudden 
House surrender to the smaller Senate 
bill. 

The end result of protection of only 

860,000 acres in the Oregon bill is a di- 
rect result of a mentality which pur- 
sued “what we thought we could get” 
as opposed to what we knew we should 
have. 

The areas left open for destruction 
in the aftermath of the Oregon Bill are 
too numerous to list. But the loss of 


the Elkhom Mountains in northeast 
Oregon and the Northern Siskiyous in 
the southwest are particularly hard to 
bear. Ironically, the RARE II lawsuit 
filed by Earth First! still affords a tem- 
porary protection to the proposed Kal- 
miopsis Additions. In order to avoid 
going back to court to obtain a cancel- 
lation of the injunction halting logging 
in the North Kalmiopsis Roadless Area, 
the Siskiyou National Forest is bargain- 
ing with local Earth First! activists in 
an attempt to get a voluntary lifting of ■ 
the injunction. Bargaining chips in- 
clude the proposed cancellation of some 
timber sales scheduled for the area. 
However, no such protection exists for 
other Oregon Roadless Areas from the 
statewide RARE II suit filed by the 
Oregon Natural Resources Council be- 
cause no injunction was granted in that 
case. 

Overall, the outlook for enacting fu- 
ture legislation before the last roadless 
remnants in Oregon are criss-crossed 
with roads and clearcuts are dim. (The 
one exception is anticipated legislation 
for the Hells Canyon National Recre- 
ation Area.) Senator Hatfield, ever re- 
ceptive to the will of the timber indus- 
try , has just won another 6 year term 
in the Senate and no Oregon Wilder- 
ness legislation will pass the Senate 
without his approval. 

The portrayal of the Oregon bill as 
“a resolution of the wilderness con- 
troversy in Oregon” (as opposed to a 
resolution of the RARE 11 controversy) 
also casts a grim shadow over pos- 
sibilities for future legislation. Some 
members of Congress and the bulk of 
the media are taking the attitude that 
the protection of wilderness should not 
be a continuing process, that the de- 
bate is over and that everyone is happy. 

Along the costly lines of litigation 
there looms the possibility of a lawsuit 
charging the Forest Service with viola- 
tion of the Multiple Use/ Sustained 
Yield Act. But the prospects for success 
or even for instigation of such an action, 
given the timid nature of the well-fi- 
nanced national conservation organiza- 
tions, seems remote. 

Apparently as a result of the dismal 
outlook for administrative, legislative 
or litigative measures with which to 
protect the last endangered vestiges of 
wild landscapes in Oregon, conser- 
vationists are resorting to civil dis- 
obedience (as in the case of the Middle 
Santiam and Kalmiopsis areas) and to 
ecotage. Recently, the Willamette Na- 
tional Forest hired a 20 person crew to 
pull spikes from trees scheduled for har- 
vest in the proposed Hardesty Moun- 
tain Wilderness. 

As a known Earth First! activist, I 
have been approached several times 
since the passage of the Oregon Wilder- 
ness bill by (formerly) moderate conser- 
vationists seeking advice and help on 
matters involving unconventional 
means of protecting their most sacred 
and beloved wild places from the reck- 
less practices of the US Forest Service. 
It is apparent that a hell of a lot of 
people are not willing to concede the 
further proffering of Oregon’s wilder- 
ness to the timber industry, regardless 
of the measures necessary to prevent 
it. 

IN CONCLUSION 

Beneath all legal and illegal means 
of protecting wilderness there lies the 
bottom line: anything short of wilder- 
ness legislation is a mere postponement 
of impending destruction or are only 
tactics for stalling until legislation can 
be enacted. With four more years of 


Ronald Reagan in the White House and 
six more of Mark Hatfield and Jim 
McClure in the Senate, what hope does 
Oregon have for future legislation while 
there is still anything left worth pro- 
tecting? Not much. But if there is to 
be any true semblance of forest wilder- 
ness in Oregon, the defenses must be 
kept up and a continued push for more 
legislation must be maintained. 

The wilderness lobby in Oregon is be- 
coming stronger and more diversified, 
as recent hearings have demonstrated, 
while the timber industry opposition is 


by R F Mueller 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Virginia! And 
the Old Plantation finally did come up 
with a wilderness bill — a bill in keep- 
ing with the most conservative state in 
the Union. You no-compromise Earth 
First!ers will be surprised to learn that 
Virginia’s wilderness boosters didn’t 
compromise on this bill either — at 
least not with the Forest Service. There 
was no need to compromise with the 
Forest Service because they were, to 
paraphrase the president of the Vir- 
ginia Wilderness Committee, in perfect 
agreement with the local Freddies on 
acreage! If you out-of-state radicals 
find this stand puzzling, you simply 
need to study the Virginia psyche which 
1) holds great reverence for authority 
figures and experts of every kind, 2) 
never, never approves of rocking the 
boat, and 3) gets upset with industry 
only after their grossest abuses. 

Despite this conservatism, chiefly on 
the part of conservation leaders, there 
is a strong undercurrent of support for 
more and larger wilderness as man- 
ifested in the hearings preceding the 
bill. Also, in the words of the just-re- 
leased draft EIS for the George 
Washington National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan: “There 
seems to be a strong feeling among the 
respondents favoring wilderness desig- 
nation for the sake of wilderness (pre- 
servation of natural ecosystems) rather 
than as a recreational opportunity." 
Too bad nobody paid attention. 

The bill as signed by Reagan includes 
eleven separate areas totaling 55,944 
acres with 39,129 acres in the Jefferson 
National Forest and 16,815 in the 
George Washington. Additionally, four 
areas totaling 25,075 acres were desig- 
nated as wilderness study areas. They 
received study status instead of wilder- 
ness protection in order to appease 
Westvaco Corporation, a polluting 
paper company operating in their vicin- 
ity. Westvaco is in mortal fear that the 
air quality classification over the wil- 
derness will be raised to Class I and 
cramp their pungent style. The En- 
vironmental Protection Agency is 
slated to determine if the expansion 
plans of the company would rule out 
even moderately clean air and thereby 
wilderness designation in these areas. 
During the hearings on the bill this was 
a constant sticking point and wilder- 
ness proponents had to swear that they 
would never ask for the cleanest air 
quality designation in these areas if 
they got wilderness anywhere in the 
state! Believe me, it was a sickening 
show in which clean air and wilderness 
— really two sides of the same coin — 


fast losing its once unmatched potency. 
This tactical edge must be exploited 
and the wilderness movement must 
take on a renewed boldness and vigor 
as if our entire cause depends on it. It 
does. Statewide and local conservation 
organizations must upgrade and ex- 
pand their positions, and never again 
compromise on those positions for spe- 
cific legislation in hopes of picking up 
the balance at a later time. National 
groups must be convinced at all costs 
to back the local positions in statewide 
or regional legislation. 

In terms of ecotypes and native land 
and vegetative forms, and in terms of 
actual acres, Oregon, even after its 
1984 Wilderness Bill, has less land 
under protective status than the other 
Western states, largely because of in- 
tensive lobbying by the Wood Products 
Industry. We have no “complete” wil- 
derness areas where native wildlife 
exists as it did before the great Euro- 
pean encroachment on North America 
and where whole river systems with 
their accompanying forest types have 
survived intact. We have only the tat- 
tered remnants that the timber indus- 
try has overlooked in its zeal to devour 
and control every stronghold of conifer 
forest on the West Coast of this conti- 
nent. This situation must be rectified 
before “legislation by chainsaw” de- 
stroys our options. 

Ric Bailey is long-time Oregon wil- 
derness activist and Earth First! or- 
ganizer in the Northwest. He contrib- 
utes regularly to these pages. 


were traded off against each other by 
our Senators, Congressmen, and, 
worst of all, by so-called environmen- 
talists. 

Most of the areas designated in the 
bill are far too small even for eastern 
wilderness, with the largest being only 

10.000 acres and most less than 5000. 
Even potential additions to the desig- 
nated areas that have been part of the 
planning process for a long time, like 
Ramsey’s Draft, were rejected by the 
Freddies who lust after their un- 
economic and hard-to-reach timber. 
Other RARE II areas, such as Laurel 
Fork (which contains a northern flora 
and interesting riparian zones) were re- 
jected in their entirety because of plan- 
ned manipulation of timber stands. 

The release language of the Virginia 
bill is the standard agreed to in the 
McClure-Seiberling compromise which 
forbids future state-wide reviews of po- 
tential wilderness but allows the Forest 
Service to conduct site-specific reviews 
in the future. Of course the RARE II 
areas released, which amount to some 

157.000 acres in Virginia, will be sub- 
ject to all the development schemes 
that the Freddies and local boomers can 
dream up. In particular, a lot of road 
building and clearcutting are planned. 

The Virginia bill is a disappointment 
largely because of the small sizes of its 
separate areas, which reflects the in- 
tention merely to encapsulate scenic 
areas such as small stands of virgin 
timber or picturesque but relatively 
sterile mountain streams. It is totally 
inadequate in accomplishing the high- 
est goals of wilderness: the protection 
of ecosystems and rare and endangered 
species such as the eastern cougar and 
raptors which require large undis- 
turbed areas as either permanent 
range or as migration refuges. These 
tiny wildernesses are also inadequate 
as preserves for the diverse flora of a 
state which incorporates both northern 
and southern species. 

Of course the bill is disappointing for 
the small amount of wilderness it adds 
to the state total. If all RARE II areas 
had been designated as wilderness, all 
wilderness in Virginia would still com- 
prise less than 1.2 percent of the state. 
This seems particularly unbalanced 
when account is taken of the proximity 
of large population centers. Con- 
sequently, we can only regard the Vir- 
ginia Wilderness Act of 1984 as a feeble 
step towards a real eastern wilderness 
system. 

Robert F. Mueller lives in Staunto7i, 
Virginia, and is a frequent contributor 
to these pages. 

For a more favorable view of the Vir- 
ginia Wilderness bill, see Ed Clark’s 
essay in the section of this issue discus- 
sing “Professionalism. ” 
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HOME ON 
THE RANGE 

by Andy Kerr 

Terminology is important for 
proper communication. What word 
best describes the vast variety of BLM 
lands from Arctic tundra to prairie 
grassland, to basin and high moun- 
tain range, to Sonoran, Mohave, 
Great Basin and Chihuahuan desert 

The BLM once tried to coin the 
phrase “natural resource lands” but 
that was a dismal failure. The only 
word that seems to characterize the 
vast variety of landscapes which have 
little in common save their fragility 
is “range.” 

“Whoa!” you say. The dictionary de- 
fines range as an open region on 
which livestock may roam and feed. 
True enough, but it also says range 
can be a series of mountains and a 
place that may be ranged over. As a 
verb, range can mean to roam at large 
or freely, or to move over an area so 
as to explore it, besides meaning to 
graze livestock on a range. 

Conservationists often have to wres- 
tle back words which have been impro- 
perly used by exploiters. “Multiple 
use” was appropriated by the timber 
industry to mean “you can have it 
after we are done with it.” Range “im- 
provements” are really range “de- 
velopments” and so on. The problem 
isn’t “overgrazing” but “livestock 
grazing.” 

“But what about that danged cow- 
boy song, Home on the Range ? We 
can’t continue to perpetuate the 
Marlboro Myth.” Actually quite a bit 
of research has been published on this 
American classic since it is arguably 
the Nation’s most popular folksong. 
This scholarly research has yielded a 
slew of verses, most of which are quite 
nice. A few, not printed below, had to 
do with mining. None, repeat none, 
could be found in the literature that 
sang the praises of cows. After sing- 
ing all the best known words (printed 
below), you’ll probably agree that it 
should be adopted as the official song 
of the Bunchgrass Rebellion. 

HOME ON THE RANGE 

Oh, give me a home where the buffalo 
roam, 

Where the deer and antelope play, 

Where seldom is heard a discourag- 
ing word, 

And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

(CHORUS) 

Home, Home, on the range, 

Where the deer and the antelope 
play, 

Where seldom is heard a discourag- 
ing word, 

And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

Oh, give me a land, where the bright 
diamond sand , 

Throws its light from a glittering- 
stream, 

Where the graceful white swan goes 
gliding along, 

Like a maid in a heavenly dream. 


I ' love the wild flowers in this bright 
land of ours, 

I love the wild curlew’s shrill scream, 

The bluffs and white rocks, and an- 
telope flocks, 

That graze on the mountains so 
green. 


Yes, give me the gleam of the swift 
mountain stream, 

And the place where no hurricanes 
blow, 

Oh, give me the park where the 
prairie dogs bark, 

And the mountains all covered with 
snow. 

Oh, give me a gale of the Solomon 
vale, 

Where the life streams with 
buoyancy flow, 

Or the banks of the beaver where sel- 
dom if ever, 

Any poisonous herbage doth grow. 


A CALL FOR A NATIONAL 
RANGE SYSTEM 
ADMINISTERED BY A US 
RANGE SERVICE 





by Andy Kerr 

This round of the Sagebrush Rebell- 
ion is over. Although the sagebrush re- 
bels have not gained title to the public 
domain, they have something better: 
control without paying taxes, power 
without responsibility. Not satisfied, 
they are still seeking full ownership. 

Periodic rebellions have happened be- 
fore under Presidents Hoover and Tru- 
man and can be expected to happen 
again after Ronald Reagan has left the 
White House. Public lands, and in par- 
ticular Bureau of Land Management 
lands, will always be threatened by a 
greedy minority unless certain institu- 
tional changes are made. 

Unless and until the BLM lands are 
considered to be of equal importance 
to other federal public lands, we will 
continue to have periods of sagebrush 
rebellion in this country. 

The first necessary action to prevent 
future rebellions is to abolish the 
Bureau of Land Management. 

BLM has always been the stepchild 
of the federal government’s land manag- 
ing agencies. It is the only one of the 
four not given full esteem. The very 
name conjures up an organization of 
bureaucrats, and most people believe 
we have too many bureaucrats. 

All other land and resource manage- 
ment agencies are classified as services. 
There is the National Park Service, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Forest 
Service, and, before James Watt 
abolished it, the Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service. Their names 
are descriptive of their goals. Their pur- 
poses are to serve the public and the 
public’s lands and resources. 

With passage of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) 
in 1976, Congress established as public 
policy that most BLM lands were to 
generally remain in federal ownership, 
now and in the future. In typical fash- 
ion, Congress has failed to fund its own 
policy. The BLM has two and one half 
times as much land as the Forest Ser- 
vice and one seventh of the budget. 

The Bureau of Land Management 
was doomed from the beginning when 
it was formed out of the US Grazing 
Service (for cattlemen and sheepmen) 
and the General Land Office (Uncle 
Sam’s land give-away agency). Many 
Americans who know of it, still think 
of its sordid history when the “Bureau 
of Livestock and Mining” (in western 
Oregon, it was the “Bureau of Lumber- 
ing and Mining”) was a far more de- 
scriptive and accurate name. 

Don’t get the wrong idea. The 
Bureau since (and before ) FLPMA has 
made great strides in becoming a true 
multiple use agency, but it suffers from 
a serious handicap. It’s still a bureau. 
And now it’s a bureau under Ronald 
Reagan. 

Oh, give me the steed and the gun 
that I need, 

To shoot game from my own cabin 
home, 

Then give me the camp where a fire 
is a lamp, 

And the wild rocky mountains to 
roam. 

The prairie all checkered with buffalo 
paths, 

Where once they roamed proudly to 
and fro. 

But now they’ve grown dim where 
the hunters have been, 

And the cowboys have laid them so 
low. 


The red-men pressed in these parts 
of the West, 

And likely they never will return, 
For the farmers they start in search 
of these parts, 

Whenever the story they leam. 


The creation of a United States 
Range Service, modeled after the 
Forest Service, would improve manage- 
ment of these forgotten public lands. 
It would elevate the agency to equal 
status in the eyes of the public, Con- 
gress, and the other land management 
and resource services. 

Morale would increase among agency 
employees. No longer would they “work 
for the Bureau,” but rather they would 
be “in the Service.” No longer would 
the agency be perceived as a caretaker, 
but rather as an active land and re- 
source management agency with signif- 
icant multiple use and sustained yield 
goals. 

A Range Service should have three 
branches like the Forest Service. One 
arm would manage lands like the Na- 
tional Forest System branch of the 
Forest Service. Just as the Forest Ser- 
vice manages lands generally classified 
as “forest,” the Range Service would 
manage lands generally classified as 
“range,” (see box) or over 300 million 
publicly-owned acres in the West. 

A research arm would be similar to 
the Forest Service’s forest and range 
experiment stations. These Range Re- 
search Stations would complement the 
restructured Forest Research Stations 
of its sister agency. 

The third division of the Forest Ser- 
vice practices “forestry extension” to 
provide assistance for state and private 
forestlands. So too should the new 
Range Service offer professional range 
management expertise to others. 

The public long ago recognized the 
values of forests and took steps to in- 
sure that those values would be availa- 
ble in perpetuity. The public has been 
much slower to recognize the values of 
rangelands and the threats to them. 
Americans are beginning to understand 
that these important public lands are 
in generally poor condition due to lives- 
tock grazing and insufficient manage- 
ment programs. The creation of a 
Range Service would help bring about 
better management in several ways, in- 
cluding focusing public attention on 
range problems and opportunities. 

Concurrent with the elevation of the 
agency to full service status, so too 
must the status of the lands be ele- 
vated. A major reason why a greedy 
minority is seeking BLM land is be- 
cause they may well get away with it 
while the majority of Americans are un- 
aware of their deed. 

Only a few of the most radical sageb- 
rush rebels publicly favor abolishment 
of the National Parks, National Wildlife 
Refuges, or National Forests. Why 
don’t they press claims for the highly 
desirable commodities of our forests, 
bottomlands, and scenic wonders which 
comprise these national reservations? 
Why do they limit themselves to the 
BLM holdings. — the left-over lands 
that no one wanted? Most sagebrush 


rebels understand the political realities 
of attempting to seize these reserved 
public lands. The very word “national” 
protects these lands from this greedy 
minority. The rebels know their move- 
ment would be overwhelmed with pub- 
lic outrage if they attempted to seize 
these “national” lands. They have been 
“reserved” for posterity and may not 
be diminished in size without a specific 
Act of Congress. The circuitous logic 
of “state’s rights” in public land matters 
applies equally well to the federal lands 
in national reservations (i.e., national 
park lands) as to those that are not (un- 
reserved BLM lands). 

In addition to prohibiting “disposal,” 
a reservation brings with it public rec- 
ognition and support. Driving across 
the western United States it is possible 
to see .literally millions upon millions of 
acres of public land through the car win- 
dow. Only rarely are there signs notify- 
ing the public that they are crossing 
and enjoying their own BLM lands as 
are always found when traveling 
through the national “reservations” 
whether park, wildlife refuge, forest or 
even energy or military in nature. BLM 
lands, by far the most extensive hold- 
ings, are not even distinguished on 
travel maps. 

Most BLM lands should be desig- 
nated “National Ranges” and managed 
like National Forests under the princi- 
ples of multiple use and sustained yield. 
The remaining non-range lands should 
be transferred to other public owner- 
ship. 

The National Ranges would be units 
of a “system” by the same name and 
would have the same protection from 
“disposal” as other federal lands. The 
National Grasslands (currently man- 
aged by the Forest Service) should also 
be incorporated into a National Range 
System. 

Now is the time for the Bunchgrass 
Rebellion to move from defending our 
public lands to offending the greedy 
minority by elevating both the forgot- 
ten agency and the forgotten lands to 
the status they require and deserve. 

Andy Kert • is the Associate Director 
for Conservation for the Oregon Natu- 
ral Resources Council. 
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NON -GAME VS. GAME 


by Craig C. Downer 

Traditionally, game species have re- 
ceived almost 100% of the attention of 
state wildlife departments in the U.S., 
as well as throughout the world. The 
title of “Fish and Game Department” 
was almost universal until recent years 
and clearly reflected that emphasis. 
But in the past decade, a movement to 
dedicate more state efforts to the pre- 
servation of non-game species has been 
gathering increasing momentum. 

A “Non-game Wildlife Association of 
North America” was formed in 1982 due 
to the efforts of John Torres, Colorado’s 
first non-game biologist. This organiza- 
tion is affiliated with the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agen- 
cies and publishes the Nongame News- 
letter. This dynamic organization has 
helped to multiply nongame programs 
throughout the United States, using 
solid ties to promote creative change. 

The goal of this movement is to pre- 
vent a state’s wild lands from becoming 
a sort of “game farm,” where habitats 
are manipulated while little is done to 
save the majority of hard-pressed 
species. The idea is to bring a recogni- 
tion of the ecosystem, or life commu- 
nity as a whole, with all its diverse and 
interrelated species of vertebrate and 
invertebrate animal life and their sup- 
porters in the plant kingdom. Hope- 
fully, there are corners of any given 
political region where “civilization,” or 
man’s tampering, have not entirely 
overwhelmed the natural scene. Where 
they remain, these havens of diversity 
can act as species banks, or genetic re- 
servoirs, from which areas devastated 
by man can be reseeded and rehabili- 
tated. It should be the purpose of state 
wildlife departments to foster these re- 
mnants and to help them spread their 
fingers back onto the land man has de- 
stroyed. 

But the reality of the situation is 
something else. The goals of state 
wildlife departments remain, in actual- 
ity, game-oriented. The various state 
game commissioners are nearly always 
avid hunters or fishermen. They decide 
policy and set seasons and limits upon 
the recommendations of their respec- 
tive state departments of fish and 
game. They make sure that these same 
departments do not bite the hand that 
feeds them! In Alaska and Minnesota, 
hunter-oriented state game commis- 
sioners are trying to legalize an aerial 
or poisons war against wolves, natural 
predators of caribou, elk, and moose, 
all of which are prime game species. In 
contrast to man-the-predator, whose 
sports and trophy hunting weakens the 
populations by selecting the most fit for 
elimination, the wolf tones the popula- 
tion, taking out the diseased, the weak 
and old of each species, though depart- 
ments of game will seldom recognize 
this contrast. 

When we go out into the countryside 
to see for ourselves, we find that hunt- 
ing and fishing are king on any wild- 
lands that agriculture, industry, or ur- 
banifieation has not already claimed. 
For it is the hunter and fisherman, as 
well as the trapper, who receive the be- 
nefits of state wildlife departments- — 
as well as the benefits of most federal 
wildlife appropriations. Habitat man- 
ipulation, such as chaining of Great 
Basin pine and juniper forests in the 
west, or destruction of old growth 
forests in Northern California by log- 
gers, may result in a more primary suc- 
cessional sere which produces more 
grass and bushes and, therefore, more 
deer in the short run to be hunted, but 
this type of practice in large scale and 
in the long run invariably harms the 
vast majority of native species and 
mines the soil resource. 

Here are some important points to 
bear in mind in your efforts to gain 
greater rights and recognition for the 
majority of our wildlife: 


1. Poaching is currently higher than 
it has been since the Great Depression, 
what with the current Administration’s 
Reagan/Watt-engendered “Good Neigh- 
bor” policy telling the consumptive 
user on public lands that he is free to 
do as he pleases as long as he doesn’t 
get caught. 

2. Matching federal funds are 
granted by the Pittman-Robertson Act 
only for game and non-game mammals 
and by the Dingell-Johnson Act only for 
game and endangered fish. These two 
acts have generated more than $1.5 bill- 
ion since their enactments in 1937 and 
1950, respectively. These acts derive re- 
venue from a 10 to 11% federal tax on 
all hunting and fishing equipment. By 
promoting and expanding hunting and 
fishing activity, the Pittman-Robertson 
and Dingell-Johnson programs are 
themselves expanded, and the result is 
a lop-sided approach to wildlife by the 
states, which receive matching funds in 
the ratio of $3 federal to $1 state. Be- 
cause of these Acts, it is of very practi- 
cal interest for the states to promote 
game species. If this happens to the de- 
triment of non-game wildlife, which is 
often the case, who will even note the 
discrepancy 

3. According to a 1980 Fish and 
Wildlife Service survey, at least 92 mil- 
lion Americans — nearly half the popu- 
lation — participate in non-consump- 
tive wildlife appreciation activity, in- 
cluding bird-watching, hiking, and na- 
ture photography. These wildlife en- 
thusiasts spend about $15 billion yearly 
on non-consumptive wildlife-related ac- 
tivities, equipment, and travel. They 
spend several times the amount spent 
by hunters, fishermen, and trappers, 
annually, and should insist on a holistic 
ecosystem approach to wildlife, both by 
state and federal authorities. 

4. Thirty-one states now have non- 
game checkoffs on their state income 
tax returns. Revenues from these chec- 
koffs go for the preservation of non- 
game species. It is significant to note 
that, in the U.S. today, the number of 
states having a non-game checkoff out- 
number those that do not. In six years, 
the amount raised by states with chec- 
koffs totals more than $13 million. 
Clearly, there has been a willingness 
demonstrated on the part of the public 
to contribute when the opportunity is 
made available, and much enthusiasm 
has been shown for the ecosystem, in- 
cluding all species as a complex, 
whether they be non-game or game. 

5. Since the Reagan Administration 
took charge, federal programs for non- 
game, including endangered species, 
have been drastically cut and many 
state non-game programs have gone 
into dormancy as a result. The public 
does not yet fully realize the damage 
to wildlife and wildlife programs that 
has occurred and is still occurring. Con- 
sider, for example, the reintroduction 
of predator control by 1080 and other 
poisons on public lands, the encourage- 
ment of strip mining over thousands of 
square miles of our public lands, and 
the rampant increase in poaching al- 
ready mentioned. 

6. In 1980, Congress enacted the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act, known 
as the “Non-game Act,” the effects of 
which have barely begun to be felt. Be- 
ginning in 1982, lawmakers authorized 
$4 million a year to help states develop 
wildlife conservation plans. The Act 
currently provides each state 90% of 
the costs of developing such plans. 
However, the funds provided by the fed- 
eral government will drop to 75% by 
1985 and to zero in 1992. Through this 
Act, Congress has directed the 
USFWS to study funding alternatives 
and submit recommendations by De- 
cember of 1984. Unfortunately, this Act 
is largely being ignored. 

7. There is a current proposal at the 
federal level to place an 11% excise tax 
on birdseed, feeders, and bird houses, 



selected camping equipment, binocu- 
lars and spotting scopes. This tax could 
generate between $20 million and $39 
million a year to be used for non-game 
species. 

8. Federal or state taxes on film and 
photographic equipment could gener- 
ate many times the amount generated 
by the preceding excise tax. The justifi- 
cation for such a tax would be hard to 
ignore: the subject matter for billions 
of dollars worth of film is clearly the 
beauty, diversity, and intricacy of Na- 
ture, including all her species of plants 
and animals. For most motion pictures, 
a natural background is very impor- 
tant, for this forms the environment or 
setting which helps create the mood. 
It is only logical, considering the bill- 
ions of dollars generated annually by 
movie sales, that the cinematic indus- 
try pay its dues toward preserving 
what is left of our real natural world, 
before all we have left is that which is 
preserved on film and in books alone! 

9. Books and magazines, newspapers 
and pamphlets, travel agencies and air- 
lines — all are greatly indebted to the 
natural world. A tribute from them for 


uj' JU-tfV'- 


the preservation of the ecosystem 
would only be fitting. 

In the final analysis, money alone will 
not save wildlife. But a change in out- 
look and in will on the part of man, in- 
dividually and collectively, can save 
wildlife. For we must first learn how 
to live with wildlife and how to change 
our present destructive course, our ar- 
tificialization of the world, before we 
can ever hope to save wildlife. Giving 
money may serve as a palliative, an 
ease to our conscience, leading us to 
believe that we have done our part in 
atoning for our collective sins against 
our fellow creatures and the free and 
diverse home of life. But only a genuine 
commitment to change, as manifested 
in a person’s individual, conscientious 
foregoing and abandonment of civiliza- 
tion’s destructive ways, will, in the end, 
save wildlife on Earth — or, to put it 
another way, save the Earth as a free 
home and place of experimentation for 
life in toto. 

Craig C. Downer is a field biologist 
and freelance writer with extensive ex- 
perience in Nevada. 





LETTERS (cont) 

Dear Earth First! 

Howdy. “Look, you idiots, I am paid 
up!” I sent you a check on October 16 
and you even cashed it. I love what 
you’re doing. Keep it up! I would hate 
to see Earth First! become moderate, 
uck! 

— California 

(Editor’s reply: Oops, sorry about 
that. I guess you all have figured out 
that we’re not perfect. Because our sub- 
scriptions are processed in Ely, 
Nevada, computerized in Reno, 
Nevada, and labels are sent to Tucson, 
Arizona, for mailing, there is an unav- 
oidable delay in noting resubscriptions 
and there are some of you who will re- 
ceive red marks and letters warning 
about Igor even though you have re- 
cently resubscribed. Don’t worry, 
though. Your resubscription has been 
noted. Also, no one is dropped im- 
mediately after their subscription ex- 
pires. It takes at least four to five 
months overdue before we drop you.) 

Dear Earth First! 

' And even way out here in the middle 
of the Mohave Desert, 50 miles from 
the nearest gas/junk food stop, camped 
on bare sand, surrounded by sand 
dunes and rocky hills, the malcontent 
environmentalist cannot rest easy. The 
hills and flats are being tom up by 
ORV’s and the graceful beauty of the 
dunes is being ruined by tracks and 
trash. It’s always something! (Mumble, 
grumble, piss and moan.) BUT, on the 
other hand, there’s always something 
that can be done about it, either 
through direct action or indirectly 
through the power system. Earth First! 

— A Scorpion Lover 

(Editor’s note: For something to do 
about ORV’s, check out our book 
ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching which will be avail- 
able in February, 1985. Check the ad 
in the back.) 


Dear sports fans 

I hear-tell ’at you boys dun got your- 
seves sum o’ them-there car bumper 
stikkers whut read all ’bout our hero 
George Hay duke, like this-here 
“HAYDUKE LIVES!” things whut I 
used to pester the local Bee Ell Emm 
assholes. See here, I sen’ this postcard 
’cuz we’re all spposed t’ consume more, 
worship at the altar of ecko-rape, and 
live out our lives in frunt uv tee-vee 
sets and in shopping malls. Hell, that 
ain’ whut got ol’ George sainthood with 
me and The Cult. So I’m sendin’ this 
here card t’ ask ya t’ send the info to 
me so’s I can sport some o’ these here 
bumperstickkers on mah mule this Au- 
gust when I get t’ march aroun’ Moab 
and Monticello. 

— TH 



MOVING? 

SEND 
US YOUR 
NEW 

ADDRESS! 
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WHITHER ENVIRONMENTALISM? 

Or The Paradox of Environmentalism 


by Prof. Bill Derail 

The Paradox of Environmentalism, 
Neil Evernden, editor. Faculty of En- 
vironmental Studies, York University, 
1984. 

Environmentalists: Vanguard for a 
New Society, by Lester W. Milbrath, 
State University of New York Press, 
1984. 

A paradox is a statement contrary 
to usual opinion or a statement con- 
flicting with itself, conflicting with 
preconceived notions of what is 
reasonable. 

According to Neil Evernden, senior 
lecturer in the Faculty of Environ- 
mental Studies at York University, 
the paradox of environmentalism is 
that trying to preserve nature gives 
us license to exploit it. 

What began as an intuition of or- 
ganic wholeness, interpenetration 
and emotional attachment to place, 
was transformed, says Evernden, into 
an ideology emphasizing humans 
controlling nature instead of ex- 
periencing nature as harmony. “It is 
a social movement, and more impor- 
tant, it is in the mainstream of 
technocratic liberalism. Not surpris- 
ingly, the consequences of these ef- 
forts are not much different than 
those we have seen before.” 

Environmentalism became a move- 
ment to control the externalities of 
modern industrialism such as air and 
water pollution. Environmentalists 
tried to use the language and central 
concepts of industrialism — concepts 
from economics, economic growth, 
scientific studies, and the like — and 
failed to articulate the intuition and 
emotions of ecosophy, the search for 
earth wisdom. 

Even when they posited altema- 

OSTROW ON 


by Cecelia Ostraw 

Dear Dr. Sessions and Dr. Naess 

Thank you for your careful, serious 
exposition of your ideas of the basic 
principles of deep ecology. Here are 
mine. I hope that reading them will in- 
fluence you to put more of a sense of 
wonder and love for nature in your for- 
mulation. 

1. ) I believe that all life is intelligent 
(intelligence: awareness with under- 
standing; life: includes rocks, wind, riv- 
ers, etc. We can discuss the intelligence 
of man-made things somewhere else.). 

Every species has a different per- 
spective on the world. Every species 
embodies a different quality. 

I believe that trees are more intelli- 
gent than human beings. 

2. ) I believe it is possible to communi- 
cate with other life forms. 

3. ) The oldest living ecosystems are 
the most developed, the most realized. 
They hold the Earth together. The mes- 
sage communicated by the oldest 
ecosystems is remarkably the same, al- 
though the landforms themselves are 
diverse. 

The communication of the oldest 
ecosystems is like being close to the 
beating heart of the world; it is not in 
words so much as in feeling. It is the 
feeling that your organism has found 
whatever it needs to endure both life 
and death: it is the closest thing to a 
reason for being that I have ever en- 
countered. One step away from that ex- 
perience, the reason for being is to love 
and to celebrate with all other forms 
of life the wonderful energy which gives 
us all being/form/life. 

4. ) The creations of man are very 
crude compared to the complexities of 
nature around him. It may not be intrin- 
sically wrong to manipulate our envi- 
ronment (the trees tell me this, but I’m 
not sure). The basic wrong is being 
blind to the intelligence of the Earth, 
thinking we are better than the Earth 
and using our manipulation to separate 
ourselves from it so we are out of tune 
with it. This creates what we call ego. 


tives — such as hydropower as an al- 
ternative energy source to nuclear 
electric generating plants — environ- 
mental activists were co-opted by the 
journalists who transformed a 
philosophical and lifestyle issue into 
supply side economics. Hydropower 
became just another power source for 
more electricity, not a technology in 
the context of a substantive transfor- 
mation of society, of our beliefs and 
values. 

Stephen Kline, in .“Environmental 
Agenda Setting: The Ideological Con- 
text of Media Coverage of the Energy 
Crisis,” uses survey data from the 
1970’s and analyses of media coverage 
of the energy crisis to show the trans- 
formation of an environmental issue 
into an economics issue. The media, 
with ideological and institutional ties 
to government and big business, ac- 
cepted the definition of the situation 
given by big business. Environmen- 
talists were partially blamed for the 
“energy crisis,” thereby opening the 
way for public acceptance of big bus- 
iness claims that “We have the 
technology and will to keep you warm 
and dry; don’t let the environmentalists 
stand in our way.” 

The claim that “environmentalists 
are blocking progress” is partially cor- 
rect. Lester Milbrath, a social scientist 
in the School of Environmental Studies 
Center at State University of New 
York, Buffalo, has surveyed “environ- 
mentalists” and cross-sections of the 
population in the United States, Britain 
and Germany. He finds that measures 
of belief and values are much more 
highly correlated with environmen- 
talism than demographic measures 
such as age, education and social class. 
Those identifying themselves as en- 
vironmentalists are more likely to say 
that noise, toxic wastes, energy, deple- 
tion of natural resources are “vital 


Now I would to share some very spe- 
cific observations I have made at my 
place at Big Creek and in other wilder- 
ness areas: 

A. ) People in the land where I live 
were traditionally hunters. One reason 
they were able to hunt was because the 
deer willingly gave themselves for food 
— this was the role they had chosen in 
the ecosystem. To us, who fear death 
so much, this is almost unimaginable; 
yet, I have felt, on one occasion particu- 
larly in a natural area, so clearly the 
greater understanding of the soil, the 
air, the other life forms around me, that 
I longed to rejoin them, for death, for 
dissolution — so that my molecules, my 
soul/spirit, could feel and be the 
greater wisdom I sensed around me. 
There was at that point no separation 
between myself and my environment, 
except my body itself. I could imagine 
a race of beings who live in this under- 
standing or greater understandings, 
who choose to become food. Plants cer- 
tainly do. 

Today things are so disturbed in my 
woods that I would not even think of 
hunting deer. But it was nice to know 
the real way, the natural way. 

B. ) Alders grow along the stream 
banks in undisturbed forests, until they 
become quite old. They are “mother al- 
ders.” If the forest is burned or other- 
wise destroyed, they usually escape be- 
cause they are by the streams. As 
mothers, their job is to repopulate the 
hillsides, to hold the soil, and to pre- 
pare the land for a new forest which 
will follow. (There are numerous mem- 
bers of the restorative community, 
which you can see in clearcuts: 
thimbleberry, salmonberry, ceanothus, 
and many others. They are the targets 
for herbicides.) 

When the soil is ready for the Doug- 
las fir trees which follow the alders, the 
new fir trees are well along the way to 
replacing the alders who prepared the 
ground for them. (In my forest, in the 
Oregon Coast Range, hemlocks seem to 
serve a purpose similar to alders; I 
haven’t been able to discover specifi- 
cally how they work.) There is no 
animosity. The alders are the mothers 
of the forest; the Douglas fir (and ulti- 


problems” and more likely to conclude 
that “a considerable amount of change 
is needed to solve these problems.” 

Environmentalists are more likely to 
believe most of the tenets of what some 
social scientists call the New Environ- 
mental Paradigm. The NEP places high 
valuation on Nature for its own sake, 
has high generalized compassion for 
other species and other generations of 
people, asserts that science and 
technology are not always good, calls 
for a limit to massive economic growth, 
looks to a new society with post-mater- 
ial values and a new politics which is 
consultative, participatory and em- 
phasizes planning. 

The Dominant Social Paradigm 
(DSP), on the other hand, emphasizes 
material values, determination by ex- 
perts or “the market” for political 
choices, is satisfied with male hierarchi- 
cal ruling societies, and considers na- 
ture as a collection of resources with 
no intrinsic value. 

When environmentalists use argu- 
ments from the DSP, such as efficient 
use of resources or scientific models of 
forests, they further legitimate the 
DSP. The social movement of environ- 
mentalism, the writers in these two 
books conclude, degraded in the 1970’s 
(in North America at least) from a 
deeper ecology, from the search for 
earth wisdom, into hordes of students 
and experts in “environmental studies” 
departments of universities and “en- 
vironmental consultants” working for 
corporations. 

Enter the articulation of a deeper 
ecology. Arne Naess, the Norwegian 
philosopher who coined the term “deep 
ecology,” writes on “deep ecology life 
style” in The Paradox of Environmen- 
talism. He states there are no deep 
ecologists, just supporters of deep ecol- 
ogy. Deep ecology, the search for earth 
wisdom, is very, very hard. In our cul- 


mately, Spruce, where I live) are the 
keynote, the distinguishing feature of 
the forest. 

C. ) Trees live for a very long time 
after they are “killed” naturally. Al- 
though the quality of their being 
changes radically, old standing snags 
and burned trunks can communicate 
and vibrate with life, often more freely 
than trees who are caught up with the 
process of living. The knowledge about 
the deer was given to me by an old 
burnt trunk with a huckleberry bush 
growing out of the top of it. 

I don’t know what happens to the 
spirits of the trees who are cut. I know 
that, naturally, you can feel when a 
snag has reached the point when it is 
more a part of its environment than it 
is a separate being. But stumps feel (lit- 
erally) truncated, unfulfilled — I don’t 
know what happens to them. 

D. ) Finally, a beetle at Cummins 
Creek, which is about the only intact 
spruce forest I know — a beetle that 
looked like a dinosaur, and seemed to 
live in a different time sense than I do 
— told me that although a vast and 
beautiful world of knowing other life 
forms certainly exists, it is not time to 
explore that world now. It is time to 
defend the forests before they are de- 
stroyed. 

I know that the beetle is right. I am 
thankful for what I have experienced. 
And I will add that since I have become 
actively immersed in the struggle to 
save the Middle Santiam, my ability to 
understand nature when I am in it, and 
my ability to understand myself — and 
life — has grown enormously. I am con- 
vinced that the beetle was right. I hope 
someday to inhabit an Earth where I 
can once again run freely and communi- 
cate with every species of life. 

Songwriter, performer, tree hugger 
and wilderness activist, Cecelia Ostrmv 
is one of the key people in the Cathedral 
Forest Action Group working to save 
the old growth forests of Oregon from. 
destruction at the hands of the Forest 
Service and the timber industry. An 
album of her enchanting songs is avail- 
able on cassette tape. See her ad in the 
back of this paper. 


ture there are simply tendencies and 
attitudes characteristic of supporters of 
deep ecology with each individual 
exhibiting behavior which is not always 
consistent with beliefs and sometimes 
contradictory. We are all living within 
the DSR 

John Livingston, writing on “The Di- 
lemma of Deep Ecologists,” concludes 
that we always live on a tightrope. “We 
are always attempting to think and ex- 
perience outside the paradigm, yet 
function within it. But even though we 
live within the tyranny of the hologram, 
it would be wrong not to resist, not to 
subvert, not to revolutionize it. That 
would be tantamount to surrender. So 
... we will try. In spite of the dilemma. ” 

If Lester Milbrath, historian 
Stephen Fox and other social scientists 
who have examined the environmental 
movement are correct, this movement 
is the most radically conservative move- 
ment of the twentieth century. If lead- 
ers and, spokespersons drop the 
rhetoric' of the DSP, they can resolve 
the paradox of environmentalism. Get- 
ting back to the roots, the radical sub- 
versive roots of ecosophy, gives the 
movement a chance to lead our society. 
As Lester Milbrath concludes, “There 
is sufficient credibility to the warnings 
of the modern-day prophets that we 
must take them seriously. If the 
prophets can convince us to follow their 
lead onto a new path, we have a chance 
to save the best in our civilization and 
a chance for a reasonable quality of life 
for most people. If they are wrong, 
there is not likely to be a catastrophe 
and all we will have lost is the chance 
to have lived our lives with greater 
gusto and exuberance.” 

Professor Bill Derail is a leading stu- 
dent of deep ecology. He teaches at 
Humboldt State University in Areata, 
California, and is an associate editor 
of this journal. 


PARKER’S CAVE 

THE LEGEND OF PARKERS 
CAVE, by Everett Whealdon, Samisdat 

While not a long book (21 pages) 
there is plenty of substance in this in- 
triguing tale of two cultures in collision. 
The setting is in northern California 
amidst the construction of the Shasta 
Dam, and the book’s two central charac- 
ters, a white American doctor and a 
Shasta Indian shaman, develop a bond 
of mutual trust and friendship during 
the second World War and the dawn of 
the Atomic Age. 

Now, if you’re thinking that this is 
just another hokey yam about the pale 
face and the wizened old medicine man, 
you’re greatly mistaken, because The 
Legend of Parkers Cave delves far 
deeper into the issues of our time than 
any Louis L’Amour or James Mitchner 
could have in a 1/2 ton of processed 
paper pulp. 

The publisher, SAMISDAT, from 
Richford, Vermont is a small press that 
distinguishes itself through “Passion, 
commitment, and purpose.” You can 
get a copy of The Legend of Parkers 
Cave by sending $2.00 (post paid) to us 
here at Earth First! POB 235 Ely, NV 
89301. To receive information about 
other SAMISDAT publications, you can 
write them at Box 129, Richford, Ver- 
mont 05476. MR. 
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DEEP ECOLOGY 




BOOK REVIEWS 



Folk singers Elizabeth Pauley and Scott Crichton 


Arctic to 
Everglades 

Julia of the Wolves. and 
The Talking Earth by Jean 
Craighead George, Harper & 
Row. 1972 and 1903. 
Reviewed by Tamarack. 

“Miyax pushed back the hood of her 
sealskin parka and looked at the Arctic 
sun. It was a yellow disc in a lime-green 
sky, the colors of six o’clock in the even- 
ing and the time when the wolves 
awoke. Quietly she put down her cook- 
ing pot and crept to the top of a dome- 
shaped frost heave, one of the many 
earth buckles that rise and fall in the 
crackling cold of the Arctic winter. 
Lying on her stomach, she looked 
across a vast lawn of grass and moss 
and focused her attention on the wolves 
she had come upon two sleeps ago. 
They were wagging their tails as they 
awoke and saw each other. 

“Her hands trembled and her heart- 
beat quickened, for she was frightened, 
not so much of the wolves, who were 
shy and many harpoon-shots away, but 
because of her desperate predicament. 
Miyax was lost. She had been lost with- 
out food for many sleeps on the North 
Slope of Alaska. The barren slope 
stretches for three hundred miles from 
the Brooks Range to the Arctic Ocean, 
and for more than eight hundred miles 
from the Chukchi to the Beaufort Sea. 
No roads cross it; ponds and lakes 
freckle its immensity. Winds scream 
across it, and the view in every direc- 
tion is exactly the same. Somewhere in 
this cosmos was Miyax; and the very 
life in her body, its spark and warmth, 
depended upon these wolves for survi- 
val. And she was not so sure they would 
help.” 

Julie of the Wolves is the compelling 
story of how thirteen year old Miyax, 
an Eskimo, leaves an arranged mar- 
riage, becomes lost on the vast tundra, 
and survives. Originally having set out 
on foot for the home of her pen pal in 
San Francisco, Miyax wants to lead the 
modem life she has been invited to join 
and to leave the Eskimo ways behind. 
But soon she is unable to figure out di- 
rections, for the sun will not set for a 
month, and she cannot see the guiding 
North Star. Encountering a family of 
wolves, she remembers her hunter 
father telling how he was fed by them 
in a time of great need, and she pro- 
ceeds to observe the wolves to discover 
how to gain their trust and communi- 
cate her need, for if they don’t feed her, 
she will soon starve. 

The description of how Miyax suc- 
ceeds at befriending the wolves and her 
particular relationships with Amaroq, 
the father, and Kapu, a pup, is fascinat- 
ing in its details. 

“Sliding back to her camp, she heard 
the grass swish and looked up to see 
Amaroq and his hunters sweep around 
her frost heave and stop about five feet 
away. She could smell the sweet scent 
of their fur. 

“The hairs on her neck rose and her 
eyes widened. Amaroq’s ears went for- 
ward aggressively and she remembered 
that wide eyes meant fear to him. It 
was not good to show him she was 
afraid. Animals attacked the fearful. 
She tried to narrow them, but remem- 
bered that was not right either. Nar- 
rowed eyes were mean. In desperation 
she recalled that Kapu had moved for- 
ward when challenged. She pranced 
right up to Amaroq. Her heart beat 
furiously as she grunt-whined the 
sound of a puppy begging adoringly for 
attention. Then she got down on her 
belly and gazed at him with fondness. 

“The great wolf backed up and avoided 
her eyes. She had said something 
wrong! Perhaps even offended him. 
Some slight gesture that meant nothing 
to her had apparently meant something 
to the wolf. His ears shot forward an- 
grily and it seemed all was lost. She 
wanted to get up and run, but she 
gathered her courage and pranced 
closer to him. Swiftly she patted him 
under the chin. 

“The signal went off. It sped through 
his body and triggered emotions of 
love. Amaroq’s ears flattened and his 


tail wagged in friendship. He could not 
react in any other way to the chin pat, 
for the roots of this signal lay deep in 
wolf history. It was inherited from gen- 
erations and generations of leaders be- 
fore him. As his eyes softened, the 
sweet odor of ambrosia arose from the 
gland on the top of his tail and she was 
drenched lightly in wolf scent. Miyax 
was one of the pack.” 

As circumstances force her to learn 
every possible source of food, Miyax 
applies more and more of her people’s 
knowledge from stories she heard 
through her childhood. This book is a 
detailed account of her rediscovering 
the richness of her heritage and how 
she not only provides for her needs, but 
finds she loves this life so closely knit 
with the land and the wild animals. In 
doing so, Miyax also realizes the brutal 
and insensitive sides to the western 
technological life, most dramatically ex- 
pressed as she witnesses the wanton 
killing of one of the wolves she loves. 
The author clearly portrays the com- 
plexities of the Eskimos’ lives as the 
modem overwhelms their traditions, 
and how Miyax struggles with the pros- 
pect that the life she has just learned 
to live and cherish is becoming extinct. 
To provide a contrast to such pre- 
dominating trends in the US/Canadian 
north, I recommend those interested to 
read Farley Mowat’s The Siberians, 
which describes how native peoples in 
the Soviet north have been able to con- 
tinue many traditions and prosper. 

This 1973 Newberry Award winning- 
story, considered a young people’s 
book, yet really for all ages, offers the 
kind of role model for girls and people 
in general so often lacking in popular 
literature. To read about Miyax actively 
moving toward the life she desires and 
finding a totally different one, expres- 
sing strengths, skill, and a kinship with 
her fellow creatures, is a moving exper- 
ience as well as informative about 
Eskimo life and survival skills and 
attitudes. 

George’s more recent The Talking 
Earth is written in a similar spirit. Also 
about a girl, a modem Seminole named 
Billie Wind, and her experiences sur- 
viving alone, the story is different and 
equally interesting because she is in the 
pa-hay-okee, the Florida Everglades, a 
vast network of water corridors, rivers, 
and islands bordering the ocean. In Bil- 
lie’s case, her homelife is interrupted 
by a medicine man telling her the coun- 
cil has decided she must be punished 
for not believing in the animal gods who 
talk, the great serpent who lives in the 
Everglades, and the little people who 
live underground and play tricks on her 
people. He asks her what unishment 
she thinks would be suitable, and she 
flippantly replies that she should go 
into the pa-hay-okee to stay until she 
experiences all these things. He 
agrees, and Billie sets out in a dugout 
with only a pouch of several items and 
some food. 

Making her way along watery alli- 
gator paths, she camps on an unfamiliar 
island where the unexpected appear- 
ance of the “serpent” creates wide- 
spread death and destruction, turning 
her short outing into a prolonged stay. 
Like Miyax, Billie is pushed by her 
determination to survive to more care- 
fully observe the life and signs of 
change around her and to remember 
the Calusa (Seminole) lore she’d been 
taught but thought foolish and useless. 
She, too, befriends, helps, and is 
helped by wild animals, and also finds 
rare traces of her ancestors, which she 
later watches with horror and grief as 
they are bulldozed for a new develop- 
ment. George gives us a detailed de- 
scription of the life in the Everglades 
and warms readers with the kinds of 
adventures so many youngsters, and 
adults, would love to experience. 

The special beauty of The Talking 
Earth is in portraying Billie’s inner 
changes. She begins believing that the 
solution to pollution and other prob- 
lems is for people to leave the earth for 
other places. Yet after going through 
difficulties, making new friends, and 
not only hearing, but understanding 
the animals talking, she realizes that 
“It’s the Earth that matters. Not the 
stars or the comets, but the plain old 
Earth ... It’s all we’ve got.” 


Take Me Back to 
Old Montana 

When Bob Dylan was asked in a re- 
cent interview what he thought of folk 
music today, he expressed dismay that 
folksingers had abandoned the tradi- 
tional folk songs in favor of doing their 
own material. 

Well happily, the old time tradition 
of folk music is not to be written off so 
easily. It is apparently alive and well 
in Montana, as demonstrated by this 
recent release by Scott Crichton and 
Elizabeth Pauly. In their new album, 
TAKE ME BACK TO OLD MON- 
TANA, they have brought together a 
collection of songs both old and new to 
delight the ears and nourish the spirit. 
Included in this record, which proudly 
sports a “Made in Montana” sticker, are 
11 songs about nature and people’s 
struggle against repression. Among 
them, The Heart Of the Appaloosa, by 


Fred Small, a song about the Nez 
Perce’s heroic flight to evade capture 
by the U.S. Cavalry, and There Goes A 
Mountain, by Tom Paxton, about the 
destruction of a mountain by the “bold 
engineers” are especially memorable. 

Also included are songs by Woody 
Guthrie (Union Maid) and Joe Hill (The 
Preacher and the Slave) which are ac- 
companied by The Wobbly Warblers 
(Faith Petrie and Mark Ross) who pro- 
vide the background vocals for these 
rousing songs from the days of the 
IWW. 

All in all, TAKE ME BACK TO OLD 
MONTANA is a brilliantly crafted and 
expertly engineered recording, and 
Scott and Elizabeth’s vocals are as crisp 
and clear as a Montana sunrise. This is 
sure to please all lovers of good folk 
music. 

Available on Record or Cassette tape 
from: Milwaukee Rode Productions 

Box 285 

Helena, Mt. 59624 

$10.00 postpaid 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in' 
DEAR NED LUDD. 



FORWARD! TO ECODEFENSE 


by Ed A bbey 

The following article by Edward 
Abbey is from the book 
ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching which will be 
ready for mailing on February 1, 1985. 
ECODEFENSE is edited and com- 
piled by Dave Foreman and includes 
contributions from a dozen experi- 
enced monkeywrenchers, some of 
which have been printed in slightly 
different form previously in the Dear 
Ned Ludd section of the Earth First! 
newspaper. Much additional material 
has been added and previous material 
has been updated and revised. The 
book contains numerous illustra- 
tions, both photographs and art. You 
can reserve your copy of 
ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching by sending $10 to 
Earth First!, PO Box 5871, Tucson, 
AZ 85703. Orders will be mailed 
around February 1. 

If a stranger battel's your door down 
with an axe, threatens your family and 
yourself with deadly weapons, and pro- 
ceeds to loot your home of whatever he 
wants, he is committing what is univer- 
sally recognized — by law and morality 
— as a crime. In such a situation the 
householder has both the right and the 
obligation to defend himself, his family, 
and his property by whatever means 
are necessary. This right and this obli- 
gation is universally recognized, jus- 
tified and even praised by all civilized 
human communities. Self-defense 
against attack is one of the basic laws 
not only of human society but of life 


itself, not only of human life but of all 
life. 

The American wilderness, what little 
remains, is now undergoing exactly 
such an assault. Dave Foreman has 
summarized the character and scale of 
the assault in his introduction to this 
excellent and essential book. With 
bulldozer, earth mover, chainsaw and 
dynamite the international timber, min- 
ing and beef industries are invading our 
public lands — property of all Amer- 
icans — bashing their way into our 
forests, mountains and rangelands and 
looting them for everything they can 
get away with. This for the sake of 
short-term profits in the corporate sec- 
tor and multi-million dollar annual 
salaries for the three-piece-suited 
gangsters (B.A., Bus. Adm., Harvard, 
Yale, University of Tokyo, et alia ) who 
control and manage these bandit enter- 
prises. Cheered on, naturally, by 
Time, Newsweek and the Wall Street 
Journal, actively encouraged by those 
jellyfish Government agencies which 
are supposed to protect the public 
lands, and as always aided and abetted 
in every way possible by the quisling 
politicians of our Western states (such 
as Babbitt, DeConcini, Goldwater, 
Hatch, Gam, Symms, Hansen, Wallop, 
Domenici — to name but a few) who 
would sell the graves of their own 
mothers if there’s a quick buck in the 
deal, over or under the table, what do 
they care. 

Representative democracy in the 
United States has broken down. Our 
legislators do not represent those who 
elected them but rather the minority 
who finance their political campaigns 
and who control the organs of communi- 
cation — the Tee Vee, the newspapers, 


FREDDIES NAILED 
AT HARDESTY 
MOUNTAIN 


The spiking of trees in the proposed 
Hardesty Mountain Wilderness Area in 
Oregon’s Willamette National Forest 
has probably received more media at- 
tention than any other single act of 
monkeywrenching. A group called The 
Hardesty Avengers announced the 
spiking of the Rotor timber sale in Har- 
desty in letters mailed in late October 
to the Willamette National Forest, 
Eugene Register-Guard, and Earth 
First! (EF! Nov. 1, 1984). They claimed 
to have driven 63 pounds of spikes 
(about 1000 twenty-penny nails) into 
trees in the sale. Since then, the Regis- 
ter-Guard has devoted several front 
page stories, including color photo- 
graphs, and an editorial to the action 
and it has been highlighted 
by several other Oregon and out-of- 
state newspapers. 

In an extraordinary and costly re- 
sponse, the Forest Service sent in three 
criminal investigators with metal detec- 
tors to verify the spiking. They found 
numerous spikes in the trees and the 
Forest Service then sent in a large 
crew, on overtime wages of $12 to $14 
an hour, armed with metal detectors 
and crowbars to remove the spikes. 
After many days’ work, they had re- 
moved about 30 pounds of spikes. 

A veteran tree-spiker who contacted 
Earth First! said that the Forest Ser- 
vice response to the Hardesty spiking 
demonstrated how effective tree spik- 


ing was. She said, “In cases like Har- 
desty, where the timber has already 
been sold, it is good to alert the media 
like the Hardesty Avengers did. But it 
is best to spike trees before they are 
sold and then to contact only the Fred- 
dies and potential bidders. In several 
cases like this, the Freddies have 
quietly dropped timber sales because 
of spiking. In the Hardesty case, they 
have probably gone to such expensive 
measures to salvage the sale in order 
to save face with the public.” She urged 
other wilderness defenders to begin 
spiking trees in de facto wildernesses 
slated for future logging now. “If hun- 
dreds of wilderness defenders are out 
in the woods this winter with spikes 
and hammers, we can save millions of 
acres of wild National Forest land from 
the timber beasts.” Tree spiking will 
be discussed in the Earth First! book 
Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Mon- 
keywrenching which will be released 
on February 1, 1985. The Willamette 
National Forest has offered a $5000 re- 
ward for the Hardesty spikers and has 
said spiking is a felony offense for “de- 
stroying government property.” The 
tree spiker who contacted Earth First! 
said that caution must be emphasized 
in spiking because it was dangerous ac- 
tivity. She urged potential spikers to 
read Ecodefense and to carefully follow 
the detailed security tips contained in 
it. 
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One of many illustrations from Ecodefense: A 
Field Guide to Monkeywrenching. This one is 
from a series demonstrating freeing an animal 
from a steel leg-hold trap. 


the billboards, the radio — that have 
made politics a game for the rich only. 
Representative government in the 
USA represents money not people and 
therefore has forfeited our allegiance 
and moral support. We owe it nothing 
but the taxation it extorts from us 
under threats of seizure of property, or 
prison, or in some cases already, when 
resisted, a sudden and violent death by 
gunfire. 

Such is the nature and structure of 
the industrial megamachine (in Lewis 
Mumford’s term) which is now attack- 
ing the American wilderness. That 
wilderness is our ancestral home, the 
primordial homeland of all living crea- 
tures including the human, and the pres- 
ent final dwelling place of such noble 
beings as the grizzly bear, the mountain 
lion, the eagle and the condor, the 
moose and the elk and the pronghorn 
antelope, the redwood tree, the yellow- 
pine, the bristlecone pine, even the 
aspen, and yes, why not say it?, the 
streams, waterfalls, rivers, the very 
bedrock itself of our hills, canyons, 
deserts, mountains. 

For many of us, perhaps for most of 
us, the wilderness is as much our home, 
or a lot more so, than the wretched lit- 
tle stucco boxes, plywood apartments, 
and wallboard condominiums in which 
we are mostly confined by the insati- 
able demands of an overcrowded and 
ever-expanding industrial culture. And 
if the wilderness is our true home, and 
if it is threatened with invasion, pillage 
and destruction — as it certainly is — 
then we have the right to defend that 
home, as we would our private rooms, 
by whatever means are necessary. (An 
Englishman’s home is his castle; an 
American’s home is his favorite fishing 
stream, his favorite mountain range, 
his favorite desert canyon, his favorite 
swamp or patch of woods or God- 
created lake.) We have the right and 
• we have the obligation; not to defend 
that which we love would be — and is 
— dishonorable. 


The majority of the American people 
have demonstrated on every possible 
occasion that they support the ideal of 
wilderness preservation; even our 
politicians are forced by popular opin- 
ion to pretend to support the idea; as 
they have learned, a vote against wil- 
derness is a vote against their own re- 
election. We are justified in defending 
our homes — our private home and pub- 
lic home — not only by common law 
and common morality but also by com- 
mon belief. We are the majority; they 

— the greedy and powerful — are the 
minority. 

How best defend our wilderness 
home? Well, that is a matter of strat- 
egy, tactics and technique, which is 
what this little book is about. Dave 
Foreman explains the principles of 
ecological defense in the complete, com- 
pact and conclusive pages of his short 
introduction. I can think of nothing I 
could add nor of anything I would sub- 
tract; he says exactly what needs to be 
said, no more and no less. 

I am happy to endorse the publica- 
tion of Eco-defense. Never was such a 
book so needed, by so many, for such 
good reason, as here and now. Tomor- 
row might well be too late. This is a 
book that will fit handily in any 
saddlebag, in any creel, in any back- 
pack, in any river runner’s ammo can 

— and in any picnicker’s picnic basket. 
No good American should ever go into 
the woods again without this book and, 
for example, a -hammer and a few 
pounds of 60-penny nails. Spike a few 
trees now and then whenever you enter 
an area condemned to chainsaw mas- 
sacre by Louisiana-Pacific and its af- 
filiated subsidiary the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice. You won’t hurt the trees; they’ll 
be grateful for the protection; and you 
may save the forest. My Aunt Emma 
back in West Virginia has been enjoying 
this pleasant exercise for years. She 
swears by it. It’s good for the trees, 
it’s good for the woods, it’s good for the 
earth, and it’s good for the human soul. 







A Field Guide to 
Monkey wrenching 



Edited by Dave Foreman 
Forward! by Ed Abbey 


detailed, field-tested 
hints from experts on: 

* Tree -spiking 

* Stopping ORV’s 

* Destroying roads 

* Decommissioning heavy equipment 

* Pulling survey stakes 

* Stopping trapping 

* Trashing billboards 

* Hassling overgrazers 

* Leaving no evidence 

* Security 

. . . and much more! 


$10 postpaid 
Order from: 

Earth First! 

PO Box 5871 

Tucson, AZ 85703 


Available for mailing in February, 
1985 

Reserve your copy now! 


HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS, 

DIAGRAMS AND CARTOONS 

Page 27 Earth First! December 21, 198U 



ARMED WITH VISIONS 


all rights reserved to authors 



O MIGHTY NO. 40 

O scion of mainstreet, you learned to play well in Peoria 
Screenmate of Bonzo tell us who was aping whom 
Miserable Babbitt, you glut yourself on jelly beans 
Proxy of racists, you invite your victims for cake 
Lackey of gunsellers, out of your footsteps spring wars 
Starver of children, your table is set 
Pauperizer of the elderly, your old age is secure 
Acidifier of our air, you appoint soft commissions 
Fouler of waters, you drink dry champagne 
Poisoner of the Earth, you suck in ignorance 
Destroyer of wilderness, you fear your own company 
Waster of species, would you were one! 

Hater of reds, you copy their methods 
Lover of combat, you sat out the big one 
Great communicator of lies, you filled a whole book 
J ingoistic lunatic, you would destroy the world to 

soothe your gut 

Advocate of prayers, we earnestly pray. 

R. F. Mueller 
at large 


“If you want to get the govern- 
ment off your back, you have 
to take your hand out of the 
federal pocket. ” 


Are we In 


Filmclip 

The child 
danced itself dizzy 
against the darkened wall 
while above his circling head, 

The Archbishop spoke, 
his voice strong as his neck 
under the tensed eaves 
of the National Cathedral. 

In the film, 
a child danced too, 
turning circles 
to the left of the altar. 

I kept waiting for The Archbishop 

to be shot 

but that came only 

on the reels of another memory. 

Here now on Valencia Street, 

it was the children who were collapsing, 

too dizzy dangling 

on the slender filament of life 

to care about the deathstarred generals 

up there above them on the pias ter wall 

in whose goldlined teeth 

they spin. 

John Ross 
JOHN ROSS 

Areata 

(from his book The Daily Planet, 1982) 



paid political ad 


Ode to Rosa Parks 

Rosa Parks sat down 
in a municipal bus 
and did nothing whatever 
against the law. 

Come walk with us, 

Mother Rosa, in our woods 
on timber roads 
to the new lake marina. 

Come picnic with us 
on the lawns of our submarine base; 
teach us the power of nothing 
against the law. 

Roshi Aitken 
Honolulu 


Reagan Has Got a Hard-on 

Reagan has got a hard-on 

You can see it everywhere 

Sometimes its called the MX 

Hes been jerking-off for sometime now 

But he aint come yet 

How i dread that atomic orgasm 

pasting everything down 

And whats that funny twitch of his head? 

I bet the Statue of Liberty is beneath his desk 
Giving him head 

As he expounds televised virtues of trimming the 
wings 

Of the Great American Eagle 
So everyone can get a good look at her 
Down on the ground 
Unable to fly 

Maybe if we sell wing clippings to Russian tourists 

We can pay off the deficit 

Or at least propagate 

A symbolic act 

Of solidarity 

And if that fails 

there is always 

Another Vietnam . . . 

NICHOLAS KARAVATOS 


“I don’t think there's hope 
f or the sheep,” 

Meyer concluded. 


SPECIES 


a painter leans against a tree 
examines it very closely for arguments 
or holes 

the jury believes one thing and the defending 
attorney another 

we catch our breath in small cups with pen, 
paper, and the ability to sketch, our hearts 
are fashioned after our mothers’ 
who could call us endangered? 
we are short, powerful women 
we know that love definitely carries the weight 
that knowledge does or will, we instruct with illogi 
wet 

we know the men deeply adore us 
their throats dry in the desert 
we wear hidden limbs of cactus and drink 
this rhythm perpetuates itself 
falls rain cleans breed strikes gold 
a painter leans against a tree 

C. ROBYN HUNT 

San Francisco 
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The 1985 
EARTH FIRST! 



msrm 


Calendar 


lOOO ANNOTATED DATES: 

• wilderness & national parks 

• environmental triumphs < 

• environmental tragedies ^ 

• Luddites 

• Wobblies 

• Native Americans 

• bizarre meteorological J 

phenomenon 

• natural disasters ps 

INSPIRING QUOTES BY: 
Aldo Leopold ^ 

Bob Marshall 
John Muir 

Henry David Thoreau 
Tom Jefferson 
Mother Jones 
Ed Abbey 
Daniel Boone 
Earth First! 
and more 






WELCOME TO 
YOUR STUMPUWO 


logging trucks 

Don't PlAV WITH WAP ANIMAIS 
[T PWvewr stw^fu^d nets' 


WATCH OUT FOR _\qE A.RCUT NATIONAL /f 

i /v-,«iwt; trucks r'N. - kti iMPi AND A ... 


W STUHPLAND A -rv 


SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

2 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 1 




1 

3 


5 | 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

. 

12 i 

1 

. 13 

M 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

29 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 




ART BY: 

Jim Stiles 
John Zaelit 
Roger Candee 
Bill Kelsay 
Bill Turk 
Brush Wolf 





“Tkyetej »noic th*n c** 
■fe skiff a CATV 


® i, §> 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) _ n 


H £LP 0 ^' Write: 

0 FOR-Colorado Plateau 

Box 338 

Moab, Utah 84532 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peakinq power" and other 
energy development. 801-259-7008 I 


SAVE. 


COLO 


RAD° ! 


TAKE OFF TO THE WILDERNESS ! 

Explore, discover, investigate secret 
wilderness in the Rockies & Southwest. 




TAKE OFF WITH THE NATURISTS ! L 4*r J 

Do it naturally - join a gemutlich, 
clothes-optional group on a wild adventure. 


ft 


TAKE IT OFF YOUR INCOME TAX ! Backpack, ski-tour, canoe- all expenses 
TAKE IT OFF WITH THE NATURISTS ! are tax-deductible. 

Write: WILDERNATURISTS . c/o P.0. BOX 845 . EVERGREEN . CO 804 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 

& SNAKE OIL 



B UMPERSTICKERS 


HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywrench 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 


DREAM BACK THE BISON 

SING BACK THF SWftN 


»0¥tot * 

COOKS “SFl'r 


Red necks lor 
Wilderness 


another mmmm 

ON DRUGS 


PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 

postpaid 
prices 
$ 9.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 11.00 
$ 11.00 
•CTO (I 
$ 1.25 
$ 1.25 
$ 1.00 
$ 1.00 
$ 8.00 
$ 6.00 
$ 8.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 3.50 
$25.00 
$ 20.00 

EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 . Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged, 
how many TotaI 

T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size Color 1_ 

French cut or regular 
Glen Canyon Damn 


T-shirts 

French -cut T-shirts 

Long-sleeved T-shirts 

Frog T-shirts 

jBumperstickers 

Multicolor Bumperstiekers 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

EF! Window Stickers (4) 

Mon keywreneh es 
EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 
1985 Earth First! Calendar 
1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 
4985 Yosemite Calendar 
Hayduke Lives Patches 
Beyond the Wall 
Good News 


Red, white and blue American flag 
with green lettering on white long- 
lasting vinyl. $1.25 postpaid. 


EARTH FIRST! 
WINDOW STICKERS 

Green Earth First! Fist with words 
“EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in green 
on 3-inch diameter white vinyl. 4 
for $1 pp. 


All are on green type with long- 
lasting white vinyl. $1 postpaid 


SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS— Black words on fel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST - 

Green EF! logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth” in red ink. 1%-inch 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp. 

EARTH FIRST! TOOLS - 

The Monkeywrench and Warclub 
crossed in brown, the words 
“EARTH FIRST!” in green. 1%-inch 
diameter. 30 for $1.25 pp.„ 


GOOD NEWS 

We have about 20 first edition 
hardcover copies of Good News, 
Ed Abbey’s outstanding novel 
of after the fall of civilization. 
All are signed by Abbey. These 
are definitely collector’s items 
and we are charging according- 
ly! $20 postpaid. They won’t last 
so order yours now. 


Color 


Defend the Wilderness 

Size Color 

French cut or regular 
Long-sleeve or short-sleeve 

Tools Size Color 

Frog Size 


LARTH 


FIRST 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Earth First! 

Rednecks for Wilderness 
Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Hayduke Lives 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Dream Back the Bison . . . 

Another Mormon on Drugs 

Vote Green 

Malthus Was Right 

Earth First! (with US flag) $1.25 

American Wilderness - $1.2 

Love it or Leave it Alone (with US flag) 


Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $15 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 


■Here’s $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 

Here’s $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas. 


Here’s $15 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! Fist (30/sheet) 

Earth First! Tools (30/sheet) 

Coors (10/strip) 

CALENDARS 

1985 Earth First! Calendar 
1985 Western Wilderness Calendar 
1985 Yosemite Calendar 

SNAKE OIL 

Monkeywrench( s) 

EF! Window Stickers (4) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 
Hayduke Lives Patches 


Here’s $300 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 


Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $15 or more. 


I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 


Please change my address: 


Referred by 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip .< 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use, an alias. * GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 


BOOKS 

Beyond the Wall 
Good News 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours - whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us$300and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 


OKAY, HERE’S 


SEND TO: 


Name 


Address 
City-. 
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T-SHIRTS 


BETTER SHIRTS - 
HIGHER PRICES 

(After watching Roselle’s beer-belly 
’become progressively more e - 
iposed after each time he wash ” 
j his T-shirts, I decided to switch m( 
of our styles to Haines Beefy -1 s. 
They’re still 100% cotton, but they 
come longer, shrink less, are a 
heavier weave, last longer and are a 
I much better quality T-shirt. They 
# also cost us 6( K apiece more so we’re 
|H going to have to raise our price to 
you by 5f» apiece. We know you’ll 
like the improvement in our shirts 
and we’re sorry about the necessary 
increase in price. 

- Nancy 


TOOLS — John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 


DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS — The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100% cotton. AVAILABLE IN 
WOMEN’S FRENCH CUT, black 
only & 50/50. Also in men’s long 
sleeves, 100% cotton, black only. 


THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25% polyester. 


EARTH FIRST! — Fist with 
words “EARTH FIRST!” No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in black on green, red or 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
WOMEN’S SIZES - 50/50. 



Presenting “Full Circle,” a book outlaw mother Earth: “And beneath 
showcasing the early artwork and the ash, the ash of pavement, the cer- 
poetry of Earth FirstJ’s LONE WOLF tainty of seed.” The promised return 
CIRCLES. The illustrations include to our wild selves. Full Circle. Availa- 
a trapper’s awakening, and the magi- ble for $5.00 postage paid from Earth 
cal world he moved on to. The poems First! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. 
trace the pursuit for wildness, first on 100% of every sale going into the 
the streets, then in the wilderness of Earth First! Direct Action fund. 


DREAM GARDEN PRESS 
CALENDARS FOR 1985 

THE 1985 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 

New larger 14"xl0" size 
with more room for notations. 

Same exquisite quality!— 

No increase in price!! $8.00 pp 

The award-winning calendar celebrating 
the beauties of America’s Western 
Wilderness through the words and 
visions of famous authors and 
photographers. 

Authors Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner, and 
Everett Ruess are again included, joining new 
voices Wendell Berry, Simon Ortiz, and from 
the past John Wesley Powell, Mary Austin, John 
Muir, and Clarence Dutton. 

13 color photographs: 26 pages; ISBN: 0-942688-11-2. 

THE 1985 

YOSEMITE CALENDAR 

Brand new 10"xl3" full-color, vertical 
wall calendar. Featuring 14 color 
photographs by outstanding photog- 
raphers of the wbnders of one of our 
best-loved National Parks. 

Photographers include Lany Ulrich. Jeff Gnass, William 
Neill and Ed Cooper. The calendar also features archival 
photographs and drawings of the park as well as 
some of the stories and legends of Yosemite. 

$9 pp.; 26 pages; 14 color photographs; 

ISBN: 0-942688-13-9. 

ORDER FROM EARTH FIRST! 




NEW SHIRT ! 


Roger Can- 

dee’s popular American Canyon 
Frog (Croakus Abbysus Pistoffus) 
with the message “American Wil- 
derness - Love it or Leave it Alone.” 
4 color design on grey. 100% cotton.' 


,sALW caN ^«N t , 



AMERICAN CANYON TROC (CROAKUS AIYSSUS RlSTOfFUS] 


LOVE IT OR 
1 £4Ve j T A lO^ 


CAMO CAPS 

We’ve now got a variety of camou- 
flage baseball caps. There is a 100% 
cotton back and front in woodland 
camo, and a cotton front with a 
mesh in either woodland or desert 
camo. All are imprinted with the 
EF! fist logo and the words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth” in white. Specify 
which style you want or we’ll just 
send you whichever we have in 
most supply. $8 postpaid. 






Kids Shirts! 


The Earth First! fist design now 
comes in kids sizes. Black print 
on green shirt. 50/50 .sizes XS- 
L. $7.00 postpaid, indicate kids 


Page 31 Earth First! December 21, 198k 




JT°A\ qsrug Aq 

30N3A3HSXI ‘3SN333Q JLSOf XON S.XI 



stieiap jo; & z aosd aeg 

JspusiB0iJ3S86l wojjiJV 







H. 




BOX 235 I—' Bulk Rate 

ELY, NEVADA 89301 U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Tucson, Arizona 
PERMIT NO. 488 



NOTE: A Red Check Mark 
on your Address Label 
Means your Subscription 
is Expired. Please Renew! 





